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We’re excited and blessed to plan St. Anthony Catholic School’s 100th 
Anniversary! The centennial celebration will tentatively include a Virtual Alumni 
Speaker Series, an Alumni Basketball Game, Mass & Brunch, and a Centennial 
Gala! We encourage you to stay informed and involved by visiting our website 
for details and updates. Your participation and support will make the year-
long celebration a success! All gifts made during the centennial will go toward 
the much-needed renovation of our gymnasium. Together, we will make this 
milestone year a memorable one!

Donor Appreciation Reception

Sunday, Dec. 5, 2021
Margot Hall, 

St. Anthony of Padua Church

Honoring with the  
2021 Servant Leader Award

Ms. Darah Tracy Means 
G.S. ‘65/H.S. ‘69

Mr. John H. Garvey, President, 
Catholic University of America

All are welcome!
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Dear Alumni, Parishioners, and Friends:

This is such a beautiful time of year. 
Thanksgiving reminds us to pause 
to acknowledge and celebrate our 
blessings. Here at St. Anthony, we have 
so much for which to be grateful—
good health, a stellar faculty and staff, 
increased enrollment, and generous 
support from friends like you. Advent 
and Christmas are also fast approaching. 
These liturgical seasons give us 
opportunities to prepare our minds and 
hearts for the birth of our Lord. Soon, 
we will light our Advent candles, sing 
beautiful Christmas hymns, and cherish 
the magic of this holy season.

We also have another huge reason to 
give thanks, prepare, and celebrate! In 
2022, our school will celebrate its 100th 
Anniversary. In our centennial year, 
we will plan opportunities for alumni, 
former faculty, and friends to come 
home, to reminisce, to give thanks, and 
to support our beloved school. We 
need your help to make our centennial 
year a fun and memorable milestone 
year. Please stay in touch via our 
website, Facebook, and e-newsletters 
to learn about ways to be engaged. 
Together, we will celebrate our history 
and legacy in style!

Thank you for your continued prayers 

and financial support. I am thankful  
for your generosity. I look forward to 
seeing many of you at our Annual Donor 
Appreciation Reception on Sunday, 
December 5th. As we approach Advent 
and Christmas, may the Lord bless you 
and your family with love, peace, and 
joy!

Yours in Christ,

Michael Thomasian
Principal

From the Principal’s Desk

Dear Friends of Saint Anthony,

It is impossible to think of the fall, at 
least here in the northern hemisphere, 
without thinking of the fall of Adam and 
Eve as recounted in Genesis 3, because 
the glorious colors of our trees are but 
a hint and a clue of what God has done 
and is doing with “the happy fault that 

won for us so great a savior”!  The trees 
are not only glorious in their yearly 
“death,” they will come back again!

And look what God has done in his 
Church!  From the complete failure of 
the Apostles: (Judas betrayed him for 
silver; Peter denied him three times; 
and they all ran away at Jesus’ arrest, 
the last one naked!) God worked a 
complete transformation on Pentecost!  
How great a savior indeed!

The faithfulness of God for the first 130 
years of the parish and the first 100 
years of its school are our reason to 
boast in him!Just as “all the days of the 
earth, seedtime and harvest, cold and 
heat, summer and winter and day and 
night shall not cease” (Genesis 8:22)so 

we are ever in the “upper room” with 
Mary and the Apostles, waiting for God 
to do Pentecost again, that we become 
new creations.

We are always celebrating what God 
has already done as the basis of our 
hope for “our daily bread,” and our 
hopes for generations yet unborn, 
that “seedtime and harvest” of hearts 
and minds and souls at Saint Anthony 
“shall not cease.”   And in this season of 
Thanksgiving leading to glory eternal, 
we wish you the best Christmas ever, 
the one that begins and never ends!  
The future belongs to love!

Peace and Love, 

Father Fred

From the Pastor
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Rahwana Amare ‘05 is a first-
year resident physician at 

the Med Star Health/Georgetown 
University Hospital-National 
Rehabilitation Hospital. She 
completed her medical degree 
in 2021 at Rutgers Robert Wood 
Johnson Medical School, after 
she had finished a three-year 
post-baccalaureate program at University of Maryland to 
prepare for medical school. She received her undergraduate 
degree from Georgetown University in 2013 with a major in 
neurobiology. 

Rahwana has served as a case manager for the Urban Health 
Initiative at Howard University Hospital, where she provided 
comprehensive services to patients suffering from opiate 
addiction. St. Anthony is proud of Rahawana, congratulates 
her, and wishes her best as begins her medical career.

Rahwana Amare ‘05
begins medical residency

Hispanic Heritage Month
This year’s October Hispanic Heritage Celebration included special 
guest visits from Frida Kahlo (Senora Bunker, Spanish teacher), St. Oscar 

Romero (Mr. Michael Thomasian, principal), and Celia Cruz (Mrs. Atchoi Bond, 
school secretary). The celebration culminated with street tacos prepared by 
our Spanish department, parent Ms. Fuentes, and parents Mr. and Mrs. Ramos.

Wilton Cardinal Gregory of Washington stands with Rev. Frederick 
Close, Mr. Michael Thomasian, Ms. Paula Scholarship winner Kiara 

Brown, a seventh grade student at St. Anthony. Kiara won a scholarship 
named after John Boehner’s late Chief of Staff, Ms. Paula Nowakowski.

In Memoriam

Liz Wilson,  
Former Staff Member 

and Alumni Parent

Thomas Watson G.S. ‘06

Michael J. Monaco H.S. ‘66
Anna Ries Lane H.S. ‘48
Kathleen Coll Schwebs 

G.S. ‘62/H.S. ‘66
John Violette H.S. ‘56

May the souls of the faithfully 
departed, through the mercy of 

God, rest in peace.
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Rev. Frederick Close, pastor
padrefred1018@gmail.com
202-526-8822

Mr. Michael Thomasian, principal
michael.thomasian@catholicacademies.org
202-526-4657

If you have any story ideas for the Blue & 
Gold or would like to update your address 
with us, please contact Bill Murray at the 
email address or phone number above. 
Thank you for staying in touch!

Mission Statement
The mission of St. Anthony 

Catholic School is to prepare its 
students for lives of leadership 

and service rooted in an 
encounter with Jesus Christ.

Bill Murray, Blue & Gold editor
billm@developassociates.com
240-418-5427

Have a Happy Advent and a Blessed Christmas


