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Dear Alumni, Parents, Parishioners and 
Friends,

On the cusp of Summer 2021, and 
the other side of Covid-19, we must 
begin again the work of fraternity and 
solidarity.  In the midst of the fragility 
of this life, we need focused attention 
on God.  “If the Lord does not build the 
house, in vain do its builders labor.”

Saint Anthony Catholic School bears 
witness to the fact that flexibility is next 
to Godliness, like cleanliness is next 
to Godliness.  They are inextricably 
intertwined!  Since in Covid-19 times, 
there was a necessary focus on 
cleanliness, all the more necessary 

When Dr. Jeffrey 
Grant, Ph.D. G.S. 
’79 talks about the 
genesis for his 28-
year education 
career, he uses 
the language of 
destiny, rather than 
chance.

“It pursued me. It fell into my lap,” said 
the third generation Washingtonian.

Since June 2019, Grant has served as CEO 
of Monument Academy Public Charter 
School in Washington, D.C., saving the 
weekday boarding school serving94 
middle school students from closure, 
after Monument Academy’s board 
had voted to close. Given five months 
to turn around the Ward 6 school, at 
a December 2019 DC Public Charter 
School Board (DCPCSB) meeting, his 

to keep our eyes on “The one thing 
necessary,” even “letting the children 
come to him.”   This Mr. Thomasian, his 
teachers and staff did in heroic measure 
this very special year.  Our students are 
not orphans but beloved children of 
the living God and brothers and sisters 
in Christ.    

At St. Anthony of Padua, each child is 
transformed by discovering the unique 
and unrepeatable expression of God’s 
love that they are and is equipped to 
live it, come what may!  As alumni and 
friends who have already done so, 
you are in a unique position to help 
us begin again to allow the Lord to 
“build the house of love.”  This God 
does, child by child, commencement by 
commencement, in this year both “like 

Begin Again the Work of Fraternity and Solidarity

no other” and in fact “like all others.”  
Thanks for your prayerful support! 

Have a blessed Summer! 

Peace and Love, 

Father Fred 

presentation helped the school secure 
a five-year charter license.

After graduating from Gonzaga in 
1983, he intended to study Mechanical 
Engineering in college and later wanted 
to study the Humanities and attend 
law school. After transferring a few 
times between colleges, he earned a 
bachelor’s degree in Political Science 
from the University of the District of 
Columbia.

He taught 18 months at St. Augustine 
School beginning in 1993. Then, his 
career took him to teaching at Prince 
George’s County Public Schools for 
a year and then D.C. Public Schools. 
He was named Teacher of the Year 
with Junior Achievement in 2005 and 
ultimately became the DCPS director 
of parent and family engagement. In 
2008, moreover, he earned a doctorate 

in Educational Leadership and Policy 
Studies at George Washington 
University after previously earning 
a Master’s in Education Technology 
Leadership from GWU.

In July 2013, Dr. Grant became the lead 
principal at Friendship Blow Pierce 
Elementary, part of Friendship Public 
Charter School. Under his leadership, 
the school attained Tier I status with 
DCPCSB, the highest ranking for 
academic performance.

“It’s the same kids,” Dr. Grant said of the 
students whom he has worked with in 
Northeast Washington at Monument 
Academy PCS, saying that they are 
not substantially different from the 
Friendship Blow Pierce students. He 
is now serving the children of his 
former DCPS students. He does not 
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consider being an urban educator to 
be particularly stressful and would like 
to stay at Monument Academy for 20 
more years.

“There but for the grace of God go I,” 
he says, when asked for what motivates 
him. “If I don’t do the work, who will?” 
He is inspired by Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr., but rather than wait for the next MLK 
to further transform society, he believes 
that his knowledge of the city gives him 
the obligation to use his talents to serve 
District children.

According to Dr. Grant, students in 
Wards 7 and 8, the city’s poorest parts, 
need to be better served by schools. He 
makes sure that Monument Academy 
provides the basics: a safe, drug-free 
environment where the electricity, 
heat, and water work. Parent monitors 
at the weekday boarding school 
make conversation with the resident 
students during meals. In addition, 
he has added afterschool activities, 
including a Journalism Club, Literature 
Club, Photography Club, basketball, 
cheerleading, choir, and dance. 

Many Monument Academy students 
enroll performing two years or more 
behind grade level. About 50 percent of 

his students have a parent who has been 
incarcerated. Seventy-seven percent of 
his students have a household income 
of $40,000 or less.

In addition to the role his family played, 
including Charles and Valerie Grant, his 
parents, Grant gives a lot of credit to St. 
Anthony School.

“Ms. Lorraine Ferris and I were joined 
at the hip,” Dr. Grant says of his late 
St. Anthony middle school English 
teacher. From Ms. Ferris, he learned all 
14 verb tenses, and came to understand 
the difference between object and 
subject pronouns, as well as dozens 
of prepositions and their roles in 
sentences.

Along with good grades, however, 
came some level of early adolescent 
misbehavior. “Jeffrey Grant was the 
subject of meetings,” between Ferris, 
Sister Alice Kelly, O.S.B., principal, Sister 
Dorothy Huggard, O.S.B., and teachers 
John Devereaux, and Wayne Straight, 
Grant said.  

Dr. Grant became an altar server at 
St. Anthony in the fourth grade, with 
school leadership recognizing that they 
needed to keep him active, so they let 
him join a year early, which led to him 
serving funeral Masses and midday 

Masses, among other liturgies. His father 
was received into the Catholic faith at St. 
Anthony of Padua, and the family held 
funeral Masses for Dr. Grant’s father and 
his nephew, after they passed.Dr. Grant 
also received First Holy Communion, 
First Penance and Confirmation at St. 
Anthony Parish. For a time as an adult, 
Dr. Grant was also a Knight of Columbus 
through the parish’s K of C council, and 
his mother continues to attend Mass on 
Sundays at the parish.

“St. Anthony instilled a sense of pride 
and joy in learning,” in addition to the 
accountability it demanded, he said. 

He also played basketball and ran track 
through the CYO program, and he 
became a Boy Scout there. 

Grant made some of his closest, lifelong 
friendships at St. Anthony, including 
Stan McLindon, Eleanora “Tippy” Hill, 
Byron T. Harper G.S. ‘80, Geralyn C. 
Goines G.S. ‘81, and Mark Waddell. Dr. 
Grant credits the school with helping 
to instill in many of his classmates a 
sense of purpose, helping propel them 
to becoming leaders in their fields, 
including those who have become 
attorneys, doctors, business owners, 
police officers, fire fighters, and 
educators.
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“Zooming” with those learning from 
home. We kept our calendar robust 
with prayer opportunities, service 
projects, family engagement nights, 
and traditional events including the 
Science Fair, International Day, Field 
Day, and Concurso de Deletreo. (We 
even had student teachers, a live 

Through the years, St. Anthony Catholic 
School has dealt with enrollment 
challenges, budget shortfalls, and 
maintenance issues, but the challenges 
posed by Covid were like nothing 
the school has experienced before. 
Naturally, everyone wants what’s best 
for the students. And therefore the first 
question to be answered was should we 
open our doors or solely offer a virtual 
school year. In collaboration with the 
Consortium of Catholic Academies and 
our Board, it was unanimously decided 
that we wanted our children back in 
school. 

Our faculty and staff did everything they 
could to keep our children safe, happy, 
and engaged in learning this year. Each 
person was a true hero. For 180 days, 
we were all outside taking temperatures 
and administering health screenings. 
Our instructional team simultaneously 
taught in-person students while 

mariachi band, and baby chicks on 
campus this year). Students received 
their First Reconciliation, First Holy 
Communion, and Confirmation. Our 
graduating Class of 2021 eighth grade 
class once again achieved a 100% 
acceptance rate to Catholic high 
schools. We could go on and on with 
highlights and celebrations! 

Indeed, St. Anthony has changed 
over the years, but we can say with 
confidence that we still have the 
highest caliber faculty and staff, 
hardworking students, and supportive 
parents. Your prayers and financial 
support sustain us and truly allow 
amazing things to happen in the heart 
of Brookland. Thank you for all you do 
to help us fulfill our mission. We look 
forward to celebrating our centennial 
together in 2022, and in the meantime, 
let us always keep each other close in 
prayer.

A Year Like No Other
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Honoring our Blessed Mother! 

Faith. Academics. Service.

Following Safety Protocols!

Kindergarten Chicks

Slam dunk! 

Cinco de Mayo Fun! 

Celebrating Culture! 

Congratulations to the Class of 2021! 
God bless our Confirmandi!

Virtual Learning at its finest! 

Walking to help the homeless! 
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If you have any story ideas for the Blue & 
Gold or would like to update your address 
with us, please contact Bill Murray at the 
email address or phone number above. 
Thank you for staying in touch!

Mission Statement
The mission of St. Anthony 

Catholic School is to prepare its 
students for lives of leadership 

and service rooted in an 
encounter with Jesus Christ.

Bill Murray, Blue & Gold editor
billm@developassociates.com
240-418-5427

In Memoriam
Anne C. Dorsch, mother of 

David Dorsch G.S. ‘56/H.S. ‘60

Naela Lovely-Abdullah

Mary Marshall

Beaulah Sutherland

John Washington, II

May the souls of the faithfully 
departed, through the mercy 

of God, rest in peace.


