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Mrs. Cecelia Alexander
May 20, 1938 – January 4, 2022

Cecelia Anne (Joy) Alexander, a former 
kindergarten teacher, longtime parishioner, 
and alumni parent, passed away in January 
in Silver Spring.  Her funeral took place at 
Our Lady of Grace in Silver Spring, where she 
was a parishioner in recent years, on Jan. 14.

Mrs. Alexander, according to her obituary, 
had a passion for dance and the French 
language, and she was an earnest, lifelong 
student and a faithful, fun loving, wise friend.  
In 1964, she married Martin, and ultimately 
became a nurturing, strong mother and 
later, a revered grandmother.

In her career as a kindergarten teacher, she mentored 
numerous students, colleagues, and even her own 

family, understanding her work as a part 
of  vocation to serve and a mission of the 
Church. She was a role model and lived her 
faith as a devout Roman Catholic, inspiring 
many to convert to the Catholic faith.   

Cecelia touched countless people and 
critically shaped how they navigated life. 
Her words carried conviction, infused with 
wisdom and spiritual inspiration, as her 
obituary stated. She shared the gift of her 
spirit freely and with purpose. 

Mrs. Alexander was pre-deceased by her 
loving husband, Martin in 2003 and is mourned and 
survived by her eight children, twenty-one grandchildren, 
one great grandchild and eight of her twelve siblings.

Dear Friends of St. Anthony,

On the cusp of Spring 2022, “Hope 
springs eternal!”   Life, health, safety, 
sanity and security are always fragile in 
a fallen world, and if the last two years 
made this more obvious, if like the 
TV show Candid Camera (1948-2014) 
Covid-19 revealed just the way we 
are, yet even when this was not what 
we should be, St. Anthony of Padua 
teaches: “Hope springs eternal!”   

Amy Grant sings that we are “no 
longer, what we were before, but not 
all that we will be,” and connects our 
growth, what St. Paul describes as 
our transformation “from one degree 
of glory to another” to “locking the 
door on all our compromising, all our 

disbelieving.”  Like St. Francis of Assisi 
said, “we must begin again the work of 
love of God and of neighbor, for as yet 
we have made scant progress.”  

“Hope springs eternal!”  when we 
draw near to Jesus. This we do at Saint 
Anthony Catholic School, every day, in 
every class, with every pupil and with 
ourselves, focusing and refocusing on 
“the one thing necessary,” no matter 
what progress we have made, no 

matter where we seem stuck, for Jesus 
is the only One who has conquered sin 
Satan, and death, and shares his victory 
with us through word and sacrament, 
and in prayer and fellowship. “Hope 
springs eternal!”  

  “Hope springs eternal!”  said St. 
Anthony of Padua because Mother 
Mary’s act of hope at the Annunciation 
ignites our transformation “from one 
degree of glory to another” until we 
are all safely home in heaven forever!  
As alumni and friends who show us 
the way by your prayerful gifts of time, 
talent and treasure, and thus enable 
us in our turn to pass on the flame of 
God’s love, rejoice, for “Hope springs 
eternal!”  

Peace and Love, 

Father Fred

From the Pastor

Hope Springs Eternal



www.stanthonyschooldc.org[2]

At our Donor Appreciation Reception on Dec. 5 at Margot Hall, we honored 2021 Servant 
Leadership Award winners Ms. Darah Cecelia Means G.S. ’65 and Mr. John H. Garvey, president of 

The Catholic University of America. In addition, we paid tribute to 2020 Servant Leader Award winners 
Mr. James Bennett G.S. ’62 and Bro. Robert Werle, F.S.C., G.S. ‘58/H.S. ‘62 (in absentia)

Our U-12 CYO boys basketball team had 
compiled an undefeated record at press 

time, continuing St. Anthony’s heritage of hoops 
excellence!

When Honor C.F. Williams ’09 says that 
she wants to be a record executive 
and build a thriving legal practice, you 
should probably take her seriously. She 
has a way of achieving her goals, ahead 
of schedule.

After attending St. Anthony Catholic 
School from fifth grade through 
eighth grade, she initially attended St. 
John’s College High School, earning 
a scholarship but then transferred to 
School Without Walls to participate in 
The George Washington Early College 
Program. Doing so enabled her to 
earn her Associate’s degree when she 
graduated from high school, at the age 
of 17.

After graduating from GWU at the age 
of 19, she matriculated from Howard 
University School of Law at the age of 
23 in 2019. If she makes many of us feel 
like underachievers, then so be it.

Her four years at St. Anthony were 
decisive in her academic and personal 
development, according to Honor. She 
came to the school after her mother, 
Ms. Honor Roboe, had been working 
at District of Columbia Public Schools 
and sought out a school where she 
could feel comfortable leaving her 
only child while she worked doing the 
day, which led to an interview with 
longtime principal, Mr. Bill Eager. Once 

Young Alumna Pursues Legal Career, Ahead of Schedule

C.F. Williams ’09

enrolled at St. Anthony in Brookland, 
her daughter made friendships that 
she regards as lifelong ones, the type 
of friends that remember each other’s 
birthdays and console each other when 
classmates lose loved ones.

“These are my friends,” she said of her 
St. Anthony classmates. She is even 
close to fellow St. Anthony alumni who 
were not in her class but attended 
during the same time period.

An associate counsel with The 
Orchard, which is Sony Entertainment’s 
international distribution arm, Honor 
says that taking Sister Joette Ebert, 

O.S.F., for English Language Arts in 
eighth grade was critical to her learning 
to write well. Honor also interned for 
First Lady Michelle Obama and worked 
as a communications intern for Sen. 
Cory A. Booker (D.-NJ).

Before working for The Orchard, 
through which she is in the process of 
moving to New York, she worked as 
a contracts and procurement analyst 
for The Washington Convention and 
Sports Authority (DC Events).Honor’s 
impressive resume also includes a law 
school internship with The Recording 
Academy’s Washington, D.C. chapter, 
and internships in Business and Legal 
Affairs for MTV and VH1 in New York. 

In addition, taking Mr. Michael 
Thomasian’s Religion class in middle 
school helped her develop bedrock 
values and principles that she relies 
on. Religion class also served as 
an introduction to other faiths and 
cultures, such as the Judaism of the 
Old Testament and Islam, which has 
been very helpful to Honor, as she 
has worked with and gotten to know 
people from different backgrounds.

In 2011, Eager retired as principal at St. 
Anthony, which lead to Thomasian’s 
becoming principal. 

“I miss the family dynamic at St. 
Anthony,” Honor said, even as she 
prepared for her move to the Big Apple. 



www.stanthonyschooldc.org[3]

Ms. Thomas, our Pre-K4 assistant, 
takes a moment to pose with one of 

our youngest tigers.

Students tour the Post Office and send their 
parents letters while visiting!

Bingo winners enthusiastically show off their prizes!

Middle School Spelling Bee winners with Mrs. Fitzgerald

In Memoriam
Cecelia Alexander, 

former teacher, parishioner, and 
alumni parent

Mary Andrews, 
Former Staff Member

Thomas DeVito G.S. ‘53/H.S. ‘57
David McDonald H.S. ‘57

Francis Horan G.S., ‘53/H.S. ‘57
Jaime Palmisano H.S. ‘63

May the souls of the faithfully 
departed, through the mercy of 

God, rest in peace.

Faith. Academics. Service.

The second grade enjoys a monster Valentine’s Day party!

Ms. Kimathi, Mrs. Andercheck, and  
Mrs. Hedian proudly show off their  

100th Anniversary apparel.

Fifth graders volunteered for a 
beautification project close to home.

Pre-K3, pretty in red, enjoy a fun 
strawberry shortcake treat.
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Rev. Frederick Close, pastor
padrefred1018@gmail.com
202-526-8822

Mr. Michael Thomasian, principal
michael.thomasian@catholicacademies.org
202-526-4657

If you have any story ideas for the Blue & 
Gold or would like to update your address 
with us, please contact Bill Murray at the 
email address or phone number above. 
Thank you for staying in touch!

Mission Statement
The mission of St. Anthony 

Catholic School is to prepare 
its students for lives of 

leadership and service rooted 
in an encounter with Jesus 

Christ.

Bill Murray, Blue & Gold editor
billm@developassociates.com
240-418-5427

Happy Chinese New Year!

Your photos and stories are valuable to us! Please consider sharing digital copies and writing a 
brief reflection on what a St. Anthony education means to you!

Join us for our 

100th Anniversary
Noon Mass & Luncheon

Celebrated by
Cardinal Wilton Gregory

Sunday, November 20, 2022 
12:00 PM

Save the Date


