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Continuing the Legacy...
“Looking back with gratitude, looking forward with joy!
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themselves to our mission. Our school 
has evolved over the years, and yet we 
remain vibrant and relevant in today’s 
world. We are truly blessed to be able 
to continue the work.

I invite you to join us in “looking back 
with gratitude, and looking forward 

Dear Friends,

Just imagine—1922! The Roaring ‘20s 
were in full swing, Pius XI was pope, 
Warren Harding was president, Babe 
Ruth was everyone’s favorite athlete, 
and a little Catholic grammar school 
was getting ready to open its doors 
“in the heart of Brookland.” A century 
later, we proudly stand to welcome and 
educate new generations of students 
from across Greater Washington!

It took real faith, 
generosity, and 
vision to build our 
school. The Very 
Rev. Pasquale 
Di Paola, pastor 
(19181927), Msgr.
George Johnson 
of Catholic 
University, the 
D o m i n i c a n 

Sisters of Newburgh, NY, and later 
the Benedictine Sisters of Elizabeth, 
NJ, all played instrumental roles in 
our founding. Since those early years, 
hundreds of parishioners, families, 
religious, and educators have dedicated 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK
with joy.” Hopefully, we will see you
on Sunday November 20th and again
at our other great centennial events. 
Know that we are grateful for your kind 
support and always keep you in our 
prayers.

Sincerely,

Michael Thomasian
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If there were one government action 
that framed much of the life of Dr. 
Gerald Fowler G.S. ‘62/H.S. ’66, it was 
Brown v. Board of Education, the 1954 
ruling that led to the integration of 
formerly segregated public schools in 
cities and states such as Washington, 
D.C., and Maryland.

Not long after he had become the 
 rst resident prelate for Washington, 
D.C. in 1948, Archbishop Patrick 
O’Boyle began integrating Catholic 
churches and schools, including in 
the District of Columbia and the  ve 
Maryland counties that are a part of the 
Archdiocese of Washington, which put 
the Catholic schools out ahead of their 
public school counterparts.

Gerry Fowler remembers the “rich 
diversity” of St. Anthony School, which 
included the African-American children 
of Howard University administrators 
and professors, in addition to Italian 
immigrants, Irish-American children, 
and other students. That St. Anthony 
School shared a fence with the all-
Black Brookland Elementary School 
was a reminder of the segregrated 
nature of District public schools at the 
time, although many of the Black public 
schools in the District were known for 
having strong instruction.

Gerry doesn’t remember ever hearing 
a disparaging word from any white 

LEARNING TO LEAD

adults in his youth directed at African-
Americans or immigrants. After he 
quali ed for his driver’s license at the 
age of 16, however, Gerry became 
conscious of racism in the Maryland 
suburbs, including segregated dining 
establishments. When shopping for a 
car near Clinton, Md., he remembers 
seeing two men on the side of the road 
get out of a Cadillac dressed in white 
robes. 

“Who’s that?” he remembers asking the 
car salesman.

“That’s the grand dragon of the Ku Klux 
Klan in Maryland,” came the response.

Raised in a blue-collar family, like many 
of his classmates, in the “oasis” of 
Brookland, Gerry remembers that his
 rst summer vacation did not come 
until he was in tenth grade, the jaunt
to Ocean City a reward for his father’s 
years serving as proprietor of Baldwin 
Bakery on 10th Street, after previously
serving as apprentice for the original 
owner. With Masses on the hour at 
St. Anthony from 8 a.m. through the 
Noon hour, parishioners would venture 
to Baldwin Bakery after fasting from 
the previous evening, and the bakery
would serve up danish pastries and 
other baked goods.

(Read entire story at 
www.stanthonyschooldc.org).

Wilton Cardinal Gregory and
Superintendent Kelly Branaman, the 
Secretary for Catholic Schools, present 
an Apostolic Blessing to Fr. Fred Close 
and Principal Michael Thomasian at an 
August 22 Opening of Schools Mass at 
the Basilica of the National Shrine of 
the Immaculate Conception.

On Oct. 7, Our Lady of the Rosary, we took a pilgrimage to the National Shrine’s 
Rosary Garden on a memorable and beautiful morning, with Sister Mary Olivia, 

O.P. leading us in praying the Luminous Mysteries. We received enough donated 
rosary beads for every child to have his (her) own.
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Dear Family of Saint Anthony of Padua, 

On the 100th Anniversary of Saint Anthony Catholic School, 
and the 130th Anniversary of its sponsoring parish, I say 
again with Pope Francis: “!Siempe Adelante!” that is, “Always 
forward!”  The more things change, the more they stay the 
same.  To build Margot Hall in 1917, the parish raised over $1 
million dollars.  Today, three houses within a block of the 
Church are on the market for over $1 million each!  When we 
do “the math” of  nancial accounting, our roots of humility 
need to go deep!  “How can it be?” that we are still open? 
Certainly, because of the support of Cardinal Gregory, and 
certainly the Archdiocesan creation of the Consortium, and 
certainly Speaker Boehner’s rescue of the Opportunity 
Scholarship program.  But what else?  

Saint Anthony of Padua is always and everywhere attracting 
people who have that same “!Siempe Adelante!” or 
“Advancement” attitude.  That includes us! One of the unique 
strengths of Saint Anthony is that we Alumni/ae and friends 
put subsidiarity into practice.  Would that every parish and 
school was so beloved!  In 1917 the parish did the impossible, 
and now it is our turn, for the “the past is prologue,” for what 
God intends!  

 As we re ect in gratitude and look forward in 
hope, Mike and I could list the cost of everything that needs 
improving, but that misses the point of who and whose we 
are.  Since everything we have is God’s gift, let’s imitate 
Saint Anthony!  And if you are not yet ready to “go, sell what 
you have, and give to (our Scholarship or Advancement) 
accounts, and follow the Lord” in evangelical poverty, a 
tithe, a disbursement from your IRA or remembering Saint 
Anthony in your will is enough for now! “!Siempe Adelante!”

As St. John Paul II says: “The future for us remains an 
unknown quantity, which we now accept without anxiety.  
Love has overcome anxiety. The future depends on love.”  

Peace,

Fr. Fred

This year marks the Consortium of Catholic Academies’ 25th 
Anniversary! A reception was held on September 8 at the 
Chevy Chase Club to launch the celebration. Here, Cardinal 
Wilton Gregory, former House Speaker John Boehner, and 
Principal Michael Thomasian pose with Honor Williams
‘09, the evening’s alumni guest speaker. Having earned a 
law degree at Howard University School of Law, Honor is 
now associate counsel with Orchard, a division of Sony 
Entertainment.  St. Anthony is a proud member of the 
Consortium and is grateful to all who support its mission.

FROM THE PASTOR
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If you have any story ideas for the Blue & 
Gold or would like to update your address 
with us, please contact Bill Murray at the 
email address or phone number above. 
Thank you for staying in touch!

Mission Statement
The mission of St. Anthony 

Catholic School is to prepare its 
students for lives of leadership 

and service rooted in an encounter 
with Jesus Christ.

Bill Murray, Blue & Gold editor
billm@developassociates.com
2404185427

Your photos and stories are valuable to us! Please consider sharing digital copies and writing a 
brief re ection on what a St. Anthony education means to you!

In Memoriam
Russell G. Alion H.S. ‘60

Col. (Ret.) Ronald E. Bellamy, 
husband of Irene Hemelt 

Bellamy ‘55/’59

Rita Gough Emmell G.S. ‘39

Francis B. Horan H.S. ‘57

Gerald Kerr H.S. ‘60

Joseph McMahon, husband of 
Alvera T. (Pantalone) McMahon 

G.S. ‘54/H.S. ‘58

May the souls of the faithfully 
departed, through the mercy of 

God, rest in peace.

St. Anthony Catholic School’s 20222023 Staff


