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Continuing the Legacy...  
“Looking back with gratitude, looking forward with joy!
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inextricably intertwined in igniting the 
transformation of our students “from 
one degree of glory to another,” and so 
we ask for your prayerful support ! 

On a practical level, that means raising 
money for scholarships, which is 
self-explanatory, and advancement, 
which includes most prominently the 
renovation of the gymnasium, which is 
our immediate goal, and other common 
expenses.  In my vision is housing for 
our faculty, but I’m just planting a 
seed today.  Please join us as, looking 
back with gratitude, we press on in 
faith to what we are called to be for 
generations yet unborn!  

Peace and Love, 

Father Fred

The celebration of this milestone year 
continues with three more events 
that you won’t want to miss. We are 
holding a gala on Thursday, March 23 
at St. Francis Hall. In addition, a history 
of St. Anthony and the Brookland 
neighborhood will be presented 
on Sunday, April 23. Finally, we are 
hosting a Feast Day Spaghetti Dinner 
on Saturday, June 10. More information 
can be found on our website at www.
stanthonyschooldc.org; I hope you will 
join us.

Lastly, we are still raising funds for the 
renovation of our school gymnasium. 
Your financial support will help purchase 
a new floor, install air conditioning, and 

Dear Friends,

Our 100th Anniversary celebration on 
Nov. 20 still fills my heart with so much 
gratitude and joy! The liturgy celebrated 
by Cardinal Wilton Gregory, the formal 
proclamation given by Mayor Muriel 
Bowser, and the bestowing of our 
Servant Leadership awards to MaryAnn 
Egan, GS ’56 HS ’60 and Mary Anne 
Barnes, GS ’54/HS ’58 was certainly 
among the highlights. Of course, the 
blessing of our new St. Anthony statue, 
the reception, photo gallery, and 
entertainment for the children were 
also memorable.  The memories of that 
special day will always be cherished by 
me and so many others. 

Dear friends of St. Anthony,

As we enter Lent 2023, my thoughts are 
still on the Star of Bethlehem!  Just as, 
on a natural level, the “star” was most 
likely the conjunction of two or three 
planets, on a spiritual level, the miracle 
is that the wise men noticed, and set out 
on their journey of faith and discovery.  
Here at Saint Anthony the conjunction 
of 130 years of the parish, and 100 years 
for its school brings forth natural and 
spiritual hopes, “which spring eternal.” 
(pun intended!)

 At one point, the parish supported 
both the grade school and the high 
school, and although we are “no longer, 
what we were before” as Amy Grant 
sings, we are also “not all that we will 
be.”  In a nutshell, when the financial 
and other demands of lay faculty 
“conjoined” with the Gospel imperative 

FROM THE PASTOR

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK

make necessary upgrades. I am grateful 
fo your continued generosity. 

God bless you and God bless St. 
Anthony Catholic School.

Respectfully,

Michael Thomasian

of serving the poor, Monsignor Burton 
did not give up, but “pivoted” so to 
speak, to Consortium membership, 
“locking the door on disbelieving,” and  
allowing us to focus on the youngest 
students.  Yet, even as he did so, and 
we follow, the parish and school are 



www.stanthonyschooldc.org[2]

Parishioners David Merriweather and Reton Gaffney with Michelle Clark-
Mitchell G.S. ‘66/H.S. ‘70, and Francine Clark G.S. ‘67/H.S. ‘71

At our Centennial Mass on Nov. 20, Wilton Cardinal Gregory of Washington 
poses with (left to right) Mayor Muriel Bowser of Washington, Michael 
Thomasian, principal (holding the mayor’s proclamation honoring St. 
Anthony School), Dr. Camille Privette, president of the Consortium of 

Catholic Academies, and Fr. Fred Close

Cardinal Gregory blesses the new school statue

John Devereaux and A. Patricia Crocker G.S. ‘73

The Okhumale Family

The Sherman Family

This special celebration 
will take place on June 1 in 
Washington, D.C. 
For more information, 
please contact Mary Ann 
(Fitzpatrick) Barnes H.S. ’58 
at 585-250-4102 or Mary 
Clare (McCollum) Holder 
HS ’58 at 410-271-5781.

St. Anthony High 
School Class of 1958 

65th Year Reunion 

Come Celebrate With Us!
March 23, 2023

Centennial Gala
6 p.m. at St. Francis Hall 

at the Franciscan Monastery of the Holy Land 
1340 Quincy St., N.E. Washington, DC 20017

Tickets start at $60.00/person
June 10, 2023

Annual St. Anthony of Padua Feast Day
Spaghetti Dinner at Margot Hall

More information at 
www.stanthonyschooldc.org.

100 YEARS OF GRATITUDE
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Our Lady of Guadalupe Procession

Black History Celebration

Mother Daughter Prayer Tea

School Choice Rally

Mass for Life at St. Matthew’s Cathedral

International Day

Career Day

Catholic Schools Week Reception

Middle School Spelling Bee

100 Days of School

 A Winter Full of Activities
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Rev. Frederick Close, pastor
padrefred1018@gmail.com
202-526-8822

Mr. Michael Thomasian, principal
michael.thomasian@catholicacademies.org
202-526-4657

If you have any story ideas for the Blue & 
Gold or would like to update your address 
with us, please contact Bill Murray at the 
email address or phone number above. 
Thank you for staying in touch!

Mission Statement
The mission of St. Anthony 

Catholic School is to prepare its 
students for lives of leadership 

and service rooted in an encounter 
with Jesus Christ.

Bill Murray, Blue & Gold editor
billm@developassociates.com
240-418-5427

Your photos and stories are valuable to us! Please consider sharing digital copies and writing a 
brief reflection on what a St. Anthony education means to you!

In Memoriam
Anthony Brown ‘75

James Farmer, husband of  
Rosemary Phelan ‘59
Mary Frances Hadrick  

Shifflett G.S. ‘71
Sheila Harriston Walton  

G.S. ‘66/H.S. ‘70
Hugh Kelly, Friend of the School

Rita McAleer Rader  
G.S. ‘45/H.S. ‘49
Khyle Paylor ‘00 

Jeanne Snowden, Mother of  
Charles ’74, LaShahn’75,  

Stephanye ’78, and  
Mike Snowden ‘80

Mary Straight,  
Wife of Wayne Straight

May the souls of the faithfully 
departed, through the mercy of 

God, rest in peace.
Faculty and Staff Annual Retreat


