
Dear Alumni and Friends,

As we begin again our Lenten journey in 
2012, we enter into the rhythm of God’s redeeming 
love.  As it is portrayed in the Lenten readings, the 
drama of Divine love goes from promise through 
conflict to fulfillment, “already and not yet” in 
Jesus’ triumphant victory, complete in himself, 
and at work in us who believe.  In Jesus’ life, and 
in that of his chosen people, the Covenant with 
Noah opens up to the promised New Covenant 
prophesied in Jeremiah; the testing of Abraham 
is a prophecy of Jesus’ temptation in the desert; 
the fulfillment of the ten commandments is 
foreshadowed in the cleansing of the Temple 
and glimpsed in the Transfiguration; and the 
deliverance wrought by King Cyrus is but a hint 
of what Jesus, the new Moses, will do when he is 
“lifted up”.  With this Lenten recapitulation, it 
makes perfect sense that Jesus knows, entering 
into his Passion, that he will not be put to shame, 
but that his sacrifice will give glory to God and 
mean life for his people.

The Lenten rhythm of promise, struggle and 
fulfillment is at the very heart of what it means to 
be human, and thus at the very heart of what we do 
with and for our children at St. Anthony Catholic 
School.  We celebrate the promise at a weekly “All 
School” Mass, with the children taking an active 
role as Altar servers, Lectors, gift bearers, and 
intercessory prayer leaders.  Nor is it unusual 
in our time together for me to ask the children 
a question about the scriptures that were just 
proclaimed.  “Out of the mouths of babes” come 
some profound truths!  At our Epiphany Mass, for 
example, the children knew that the feast, known 
also as the Feast of the Three Kings, was really 
about the unnamed king, the King of Kings.  Those 
who seek this King with all their heart will surely 
find Him, went the homily, and share his kingly 
power of love.    

Though love does not make school work easy 
for the students, their parents, or their teachers, 
yet it does make it a joy.  We rejoice with the 
children as they grow in wisdom, and age and 
grace, opening up to awe and wonder, and learning 
to shoulder the responsibilities this life entails.  
“It is good that we are here,” St. Peter said to 
Jesus on the mountain of the Transfiguration, and 
integrating the “R” of the King with the classic 3 
Rs of the grade school curriculum enables our 
students to appreciate every subject as equipping 
them for the challenges of this life.  

As Alumni and Friends, you have already 
stretched yourselves in many Lenten journeys 
as the days lengthen towards the rebirth of 
Spring.  We all know well that our strength to 
continue comes from finding joy in the midst 
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James “Jay” J. Gallagher, Esq., H.S. ’57 
will serve as St. Anthony Catholic School’s 
2012 graduation speaker on June 1, with 
the ceremony taking place at 7:00 p.m. at St. 
Anthony Catholic Church at 1029 Monroe 
Street, N.E., Washington, DC 20017.

A government contracts lawyer, Mr. 
Gallagher is a partner with McKenna Long & 
Aldridge LLP of Los Angeles, and he lives in 
Beverly Hills, Calif., with his wife Donna. They 
are parents to five children. Mr. Gallagher’s 
family members include Florence Gallagher 
G.S. ‘58/H.S. ’62 and Mary Gallagher H.S. ’66. 
Patricia Gallagher G.S. ’61/H.S. ’65 has passed 
away.

Mr. Gallagher, together with Susan 
Mitchell and Mike Kavanaugh, defended 
General Motors Corp. in a unanimous victory 
at the U.S. Supreme Court in 2008 in Allison 
Engine Company, et al. v. United States ex rel. 
Sanders, et al. 

Mr. Gallagher holds degrees from the 
University of Notre Dame and Georgetown 
University.

The Class of 1956 St. Anthony High 
School had their 55th reunion last year 
at the home of Joe & June Widmayer, 
reports Joe Romeo H.S. ’56. Twenty-four 
people attended, including 16 graduates. 
“A good time was had by all,” according 
to Joe.

Catholic Schools: Faith. Academics. Service
January 29 – February 5, 2012

In Memoriam
Ann Catherine Drahler  •  Joan Teresa Drahler H.S. ‘54  •  Rita C. Kenny 

Margaret (Croake) Ligon H.S. ‘60  •  Noelle (Young) Senerchia H.S. ‘68
Sister Giles Sharkey, O.S.B.  •  Bobby Smith H.S. ‘64

Please pray for the deceased.

Catholic Schools 
Week highlights

James “Jay” Gallagher to 
serve as graduation speaker

Class of 1956 Reunion

2011-2012 Theme: In All Things, We Praise the Lord2



From the Principal’s Desk
Dear Alumni and Friends 

of St. Anthony,

Greetings from 12th & 
Lawrence Street!

It is always my pleasure 
to meet and talk with alumni 
of St. Anthony Catholic School 
and/ or our high school. It seems 
wherever I go I come across 
individuals who have a connection with our school. 
Just recently, I attended the funeral of a dear friend 
and neighbor, Mrs. Noelle (Young) Senerchia. Noelle 
and her siblings attended St. Anthony’s as did all of 
her seven children. Her going-home celebration was 
both a beautiful tribute to a beautiful person and an 
opportunity for many in the St. Anthony community 
to gather and reminisce. Hearing stories of the “good 
old days” and being able to share the good news of 
our present school is always a blessing. The saying is 
true, once you’re a member of the St. Anthony family, 
you’re always a member of the St. Anthony family.  

Ordinary Time is no ordinary time in our 
church and definitely no ordinary time in our school. 
The last week in January is actually one of the busiest 
and most fun weeks in the school calendar for it is the 
week we celebrate Catholic Schools Week. This year’s 
theme was “Catholic Schools- Faith. Academics. 
Service.” This theme perfectly sums up who we are 
and what we do at St. Anthony’s. Each day begins and 
ends with prayer, Mass is celebrated weekly, religion 
is taught daily, saints are used as exemplary figures, 
and a virtue of the month is integrated into our 
curriculum. A rigorous academic program remains a 
central aspect of our school’s culture. Parents choose 
St. Anthony for the high quality and well-rounded 
education they know their children will receive here. 
Lastly, service learning is integrated in all grades. 
Pre-K collects loose change for the Ronald McDonald 
House, the fifth grade writes to soldiers overseas, and 
the seventh grade hosts two can food drives a year to 
name just a few of the respectable projects organized 
by our faculty and lived out by our students. During 
Catholic Schools Week students enjoyed a door 
decorating contest, class v. class games, Turn Around 
Day, a bake sale, and the launch of a new used book 
store among other exciting activities. A few photos 
from Catholic Schools Week are included in this 
newsletter for your enjoyment.

Last year parishioner, Amanda Alexander, 
invited me to join her in organizing a silent auction 

for our school. I was hesitant at 
first knowing my eighth grade 
teacher and vice principal 
obligations were already 
occupying much of my time, 
but nevertheless I agreed. I 
knew St. Anthony’s needed 
a signature event that could 
attract parishioners, current 
families, and alumni alike. In 

the months leading up to the auction the committee 
was busy procuring auction items, seeking 
organizations and companies to advertise in our 
program, and researching caterers. Those of you who 
attended need no convincing that the evening was 
a first class event.  On June 11, 2011 the Franciscan 
Monastery’s St. Francis Hall was filled to capacity 
with individuals who came out to show their love 
and support for our beloved St. Anthony Catholic 
School. Needless to say, we reached our $15,000 goal 
and made great memories. This money went solely 
toward tuition assistance. At this time, Amanda and I 
are working together again to make our second silent 
auction even better than the first. To do this we need 
your collaboration. First, I ask you to mark June 15th 
on your calendar and plan on attending. Your help in 
spreading the news and encouraging your classmates 
to attend is the best support you could provide. Next, 
consider placing an advertisement in the evening’s 
program or donating an auction item. Many of you 
know the work that goes into planning such an 
event. Your participation means a lot to me and to 
the families of our school. If you would like to learn 
more about the auction or ways you can help please 
visit our website or call the school. I look forward to 
catching up on June 15th!

The University of Notre Dame has a young 
alumni prayer that proves especially meaningful 
during the season of Lent. The prayer reminds 
us to ask our Heavenly Father to strengthen our 
convictions, steer our decisions, and foster our faith. 
May our Lenten journey bring us closer to walking 
in His light. As always, thank you for your continued 
support and generosity toward your alma mater, St. 
Anthony Catholic School.

In Christ,

Michael Thomasian

Principal
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Robyn Jordan ‘04 is a 
senior at the 
University of 
Pennsylvania 
in Philadelphia, 
studying Health 
and Societies, 
N u t r i t i o n 
and Hispanic 
Studies and 

graduating in May. 

After graduation, she will be 
completing a post-baccalaureate 
premedical program to finish 
up her premedical prerequisite 
classes. She plans on getting 
her Masters of Public Health in 
Epidemiology and then going on 
to medical school.

Anderson Hall ’06 is a 
sophomore at 
South Carolina 
State University 
in Orangeburg, 
S.C. A graduate 
of DeMatha, 
he is studying 
to receive a 
Bachelor of 

Science degree in Computer 
Science and has kept his grade 
point average above 3.0.  

T’Keyah Gray ’06, is an 
alumna of North Point High 
School in Waldorf,  where she 
participated in numerous extra-
curricular activities including 
Poms, serving as captain for 
three years. She graduated from 
North Point Magna Cum Laude.

T’Keyah attends North 
Carolina Agricultural & 
Technical State University in 
Greensboro, N.C., where she 
studies Psychology. She has been 
accepted into the University 
Honors Department and has 
earned dean’s list honors every 
semester since she enrolled. 
She is very involved on campus 
from participating in Student 

Government and Residence Hall 
Association. She has completed 
psychology internships at Johns 
Hopkins Medical Institute and 
Children’s National Medical 
Center. Her goal is to obtain 
a doctoral degree in Child 
Psychology. 

Katherine Hall ’08 is 
a senior at 
Elizabeth Seton 
High School in 
B l a d e n s b u r g .  
She is captain 
of the Seton 
Varsity Tennis 
Team and a 
member of the 

Varsity Track and Field Team, 
where she throws the shot put 
and discus.  

She is waiting on responses 
from colleges and has been 
accepted to St. John’s College in 
New York, Hampton University, 
Lincoln University, Delaware 
State and Virginia State.  

Alumni! Share your 
good news with us! Please 
contact Bill Murray at billm@
developassociates.com.

Noelle (Young) enerchia
On February 7, Noelle Patrice 
(Young) Senerchia H.S.’68 
passed away as a result of 

complications 
f r o m 
m e n a n o m a . 
She was 61 
years old.

I n 
addition to 
being an 

alumna of St. Anthony High 
School and a lifelong resident 
of Brookland and parishioner 
at St. Anthony, Mrs. Senerchia 
sent her children Martha G.S. 
’84, Philip G.S. ’90, Anthony 

G.S. ’95, Susannah G.S. ’97 
and Helen ’00, entrusting 
them to the Benedictine 
Sisters of Elizabeth, N.J., 
and lay teachers. Sons Abe 
and Michael Senerchia also 
attended St. Anthony Catholic 
School. Mrs. Senerchia 
founded a farmer’s market in 
Brookland, a food buying club, 
and cooperative. 

Noelle Senerchia is 
survived by her husband of 
38 years, Richard, with whom 
she rebuilt a historic home on 
Otis Street, where the family 
raised their seven children. 
In addition to her children, 
Noelle Senerchia is survived 
by three grandchildren and 
four siblings. The Mass of 
Christian Burial took place 
on Feb. 11 at a packed St. 
Anthony Catholic Church, 
with interment at Mt. Olivet 
Cemetery. 

Michael Thomasian, 
principal of St. Anthony 
Catholic School and next-door 
neighbor to the Senerchia’s, 
called Noelle Senerchia “a 
fixture in the neighborhood, 
to say the least.”

Noelle Senerchia 
Recollections

As a teenager Noelle 
possessed wisdom beyond her 
years, and was definitely ahead 
of  her time. For the era we grew 
up in, the turbulent sixties, 
Noelle definitely did her part 
in breaking the barrier of  race 
relationships. It never phased 
Noelle that she could not visit the 
home of  a black classmate. Noelle 
was unpretentious. 

Noelle was a diplomat, 
always giving people the benefit 



of  the doubt. She had a gifted way 
of  balancing a situation without 
offending anyone.

Marilyn Brown Furbush 
G.S. ‘64/H.S. ‘67

Noelle, bloom of  Brookland: 
baptized, married and buried @ 
St. Anthony’s - all in the space of  
61 years. As mother “Nonie,” she 
operated out of  a hand crafted 
turn of  the century home on 
Otis St., chopsticks holding up 
her long hair, raising children, 
flowers, vegetables... dispensing 
advice and infinite good will, wit 
and good company, all with a cup 
of  tea and milk, English style.

Marina (Sefcik) Callahan 
H.S. ‘68

Sister Giles Sharkey 
O.S.B.

Sister Giles Sharkey, 
OSB, 90, of the Benedictine 
Sisters of Elizabeth (N.J.) 
entered eternal life on Dec. 
13, 2011. Sister Giles worked 
as a teacher at St. Anthony, 
Bender Memorial Academy 
in Elizabeth, St. Joseph in 
Maplewood, N.J., St. Ambrose 
in Cheverly, Md., Benedictine 
Academy in Elizabeth, 
Paterson Catholic HS and 
Pope John XXIII HS in Sparta, 
N.J. 

She received a bachelor’s 
degree from Seton Hall 
University and a master’s 
degree in Latin from Fordham 
University. Sister Giles 
entered the Benedictine 
Sisters on Feb. 2, 1938, and her 
First Monastic Profession was 
on August 30, 1939. She was 
born and raised in Bayonne. 

 A Mass of Christian 
Burial was celebrated on Dec. 
16 St. Walburga Monastery. 

Interment took place at 
St. Gertrude Cemetery in 
Colonia. In lieu of flowers, 
contributions in Sister’s 
memory may be made to 
the St. Walburga Monastery 
Infirmary.

Upcoming Events
St. Anthony Legacy 

Foundation Pizza Party
To benefit St. Anthony Legacy 
Foundation
Saturday March 3, 2012  
2:00-5:00 p.m.

Zio’s Restaurant
9083 Gaither Road
Gaithersburg, MD 20877
301-977-6300
www.tonieslegacy.org

$20 donation suggested. 
Pizza and soda provided. 
Cash bar open. John Beard 
H.S. ’68 and his wife Pam 
have generously opened their 
restaurant to us. Please RSVP 
to tonieslegacy@gmail.com 
including information on your 
favorite toppings!
St. Anthony Catholic School 

Graduation 
June 1, 2012 7:00 p.m.

St. Anthony Catholic Church
1029 Monroe Street, N.E.
Washington, D.C. 20017
Graduation Speaker: 
James “Jay” Gallagher, Esq. 
H.S. ‘57

St. Anthony High School 
Classes of 1961 and 1962 

Reunion
September 22, 2012

St. Anthony Grade School 
Classes of 1957 and 1958 also 
invited!
Please contact Pat Garner G.S. 
‘58/H.S. at pategarner@msn.
com, particularly if you think 
the reunion organizers don’t 
have your contact information.
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St. Anthony of Padua 
Feast Day Celebration

Silent auction, hor 
d’oeuvres and gala

Alumni, Parishioners, 
Parents and Friends of St. 
Anthony Catholic School.
In celebrating our patron 
saint, let’s recall fondly our 
history, live in the present 
and make plans for the future.

June 15, 2012 7:00 p.m.

St. Francis Hall 
Franciscan Monastery of 

the Holy Land, 1400 Quincy 
Street, N.E. 

Washington, D.C. 20017
Tickets: $25.00

Program Ad Rates: 
¼ page =$25
½ page = $50 

full page= $100

Please call the St. Anthony 
Catholic School at 202-526-
4657 for more information.

Interested in volunteering 
or donating items for our 
silent auction? Please 
contact Amanda Alexander 
at alexanderamandaf@aol.
com or Mike Thomasian 
at Michael.thomasian@
catholicacademies.org.

Proceeds to support St. 
Anthony Catholic School. 
Last year’s event raised 
$15,000 net.
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Science Fair March 20
St. Anthony Catholic School

Career Day (May 3)
St. Anthony Catholic School

Please contact Mr. Michael 
Thomasian to serve as a speaker 
at 202-526-4657 or michael.
thomasian@catholicacademies.
org

Spring Concert 
(May 9, 7:00 p.m.)

St. Anthony Catholic Church

House Speaker Boehner 
Maintains Friendship 

with St. Anthony

In December, dozens of 
St. Anthony Catholic School 
students sang at the Christmas 
Party of House Speaker John 
Boehner (R.-Ohio) as surprise 
guests, accompanied by students 
from St. Francis Xavier Catholic 
Academy, S.E., a sister school 
in the Consortium of Catholic 
Academies. 

In addition, a few St. 
Anthony Catholic School 
teachers and a family attended 
the Capitol Tree Lighting, 
and one student attended the 
State of the Union address, as 

guests of the House Speaker, 
who raises more than $1 
million each year to support 
the four-school Consortium of 
Catholic Academies through the 
Boehner-Lieberman-Williams 
Dinner. House Speaker Boehner, 
who grew up in a large family 
in Cincinnati and helped to 
put younger siblings through 
Catholic school, put forth great 
effort to ensure the continuation 
of the Opportunity Scholarship 
Program, which enables low 
income DC families to send their 
children to private schools such 
as St. Anthony.

In the spring, House 
Speaker Boehner will host a 
teacher appreciation reception 
on the roof top of the Willard.

Planned Giving Corner
After you’ve taken care 

of your family and loved ones, 
please remember St. Anthony 
Catholic School of Washington, 
D.C in your estate plans. Thank 
you.

Make an Online 
Donation

If you’d like to save a stamp 
and support St. Anthony Catholic 
School, please visit our website 
at www.stanthonyschooldc.org, 
where you can make a secure 
donation using your American 
Express, Discover, Mastercard 
or Visa card. Thank you for 
supporting St. Anthony Catholic 

School.

Brookland Book 
Published

As we announced in the 
Winter Blue & Gold issue, 
Arcadia Publishing last year 
produced Brookland by Rosie 
Dempsey and John J. Feeley Jr., 
as part of its Images of America 
series. 

The book features 275 
photos dating from before the 
Civil War to 2009 from Brookland, 
a 2,000-household neighborhood 
in Northeast Washington. Its 
publication capped an 18-month 
effort by Dempsey and Feeley. 
Feeley has been giving tours 
of Brookland for more than 20 
years. “It all fell together,” he 
said of the project. Feeley was 
born and raised in Brookland 
and has been a permanent 
deacon for five years. The list 
price for the book is $21.99, while 
shipping and handling is $3.50.

One can purchase a copy 
through Amazon or at www.
brooklanddchistory.com.



of our struggles, confident in the 
power of love to redeem all our 
hopes.  In hindsight, we realize just 
how precious our time with the St. 
Anthony community was and is, and 
how God has multiplied our acts of 
love in ways we could never have 
imagined.  That is why we maintain 
contact with each other and alma 
mater over distances of space and 
time, and why we rejoice that a new 
generation is being offered the same 
opportunity, the same life-changing 
gift.

This year we are again hosting 
an “on-line” auction of gifts and 
prizes as part of our 2012 St. Anthony 
of Padua Feast Day celebration.  
Our friends at the Franciscan 
Monastery of the Holy Land have 
again extended their hospitality 
to us, welcoming our 2nd Annual 
festival to their St. Francis Hall on 
Friday, June 15th.  We are forever in 
their debt, and in yours, because of 
your generosity.  To participate in 
this year’s event, visit our website at 
www.stanthonyschooldc.org as the 
day draws nearer, and enjoy! 

 These are challenging times, 
and there is nothing new about that!  
Let us remember with Pope John 
Paul II: “The future for us remains 
an unknown quantity, which we 
now accept without anxiety. Love 
has overcome anxiety. The future 
depends on love.”  A Blessed Lent, 
Easter and Pentecost, to you all!

      
 Peace and Love,

      
 Fr. Fred

continued from front page

Pastor’s LetterSt. Anthony CYO Program 
gets new leader

St. Anthony Parish has turned to a former Georgetown 
Hoya basketball player to revive its CYO program.

Vania Flowers, who graduated from Georgetown 
University in 1996 and had a brief stint with the Washington 
Mystics WNBA team after ending her playing days at 
McDonough Arena, began serving as CYO director for St. 
Anthony this school year.

“I consider it an honor,” Mrs. Flowers said. She grew 
up in Brookland, and she and her husband Dennieare the 
parents of three St. Anthony Catholic School students. 

When Mrs. Flowers learned of the Thompson Family’s 
connection to St. Anthony – Hall of Fame Coach John 
Thompson II coached at St. Anthony High School, while 
former St. Anthony CYO player John Thompson III coaches 
the Georgetown men’s basketball team  - Mrs. Flowers knew 
that she was helping a program with an illustrious past.

This past Winter season, St. Anthony fielded Rookie 
Boys and Varsity Boys basketball teams. A Rookie Girls team 
practiced each week but did not compete in league play. St. 
Anthony also has a Cheerleading team coached by Tiffany 
Stepney ’84. The St. Anthony may field CYO teams to compete 
in Rookie Soccer (first and second grades) this spring, as well 
as Track & Field, according to Ms. Flowers.

The St. Anthony CYO Program needs volunteer coaches, 
particularly for girls sports, and it could also use donated 
equipment. “I won’t turn down any help,” Ms. Flowers said. 
You can reach Vania Flowers atladyhoya30@clear.net, and 
the St. Anthony CYO Program also has a Facebook Group.

St. Anthony Catholic Church & School children are 
welcome to partake in CYO, as well as children who don’t 
otherwise qualify to participate in a CYO sport at another 
parish.
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St. Anthony Catholic School (Pre-K-8)
12th and Lawrence Streets, N.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20017
202-526-4657
www.StAnthonySchoolDC.org

Fr. Fred Close, Pastor
padrefred@earthlink.net
202-526-8822 (parish office)

Mr. Michael Thomasian, principal
michael.thomasian@catholicacademies.org
202-526-4657

Please visit our website at www.
stanthonyschooldc.org to update your 
address to receive this newsletter on the 
Alumni and Friends page.

www.stanthonyschooldc.org
Interested in serving as a Class Agent? Address updates for alumni and friends? 

Please contact Bill Murray at  billm@developassociates.com or 240-418-5427.

Visit St. Anthony Catholic School’s website:

www.StAnthonySchoolDC.org
A school you can believe in.


