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FEAST DAY OF 
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 1ST, 2020

[Excerpt taken from redemptorists.net.]

August 1st is the feast day of St.
Alphonsus Liguori: founder of the
redemptorists, priest, doctor of the
Church, and moral theologian.

Alphonsus Maria de Liguori was born in
1696 near Naples, Italy, the son of a captain
in the Royal Navy and a very devoted
mother from a noble family in the city. His
parents provided him with an exceptional
education in philosophy, literature, and the
arts. He was 16 when he was awarded
doctorates of civil and canon law.

When he was 18, like many nobles, he
joined the Confraternity of Our Lady of
Mercy, whose members cared for the sick
at the hospital for “incurables,” washing
afflicted bodies, feeding the helpless,
changing bedclothes, and devoting
themselves to works of mercy and
compassion.



Following his father’s will, he became a lawyer, and before he was 20, he
was regarded as one of the most gifted lawyers in Naples. But despite his
success, the work did not satisfy him at the deepest levels. After losing the
most important court case he had ever taken on, Alphonsus left the legal
profession to enter the priesthood, much to the disappointment of his
father. He was ordained in 1726.

Christ’s claim on the heart of Alphonsus was absolute and irresistible. As a
young priest he worked himself to the point of exhaustion. Caring for the
poor, wherever his journey took him, was the hallmark of his calling. In 1732
Alphonsus realized he could no longer be comfortable in his role of popular
preacher living apart from the poor. So, leaving his family and his dearest
friends, he set out to dedicate himself completely to the service of the poor
and most abandoned.

He sought others who were called as he was, and adopted a style of
ministry to “mission among the people,” and so began the Congregation of
the Most Holy Redeemer, commonly known as the Redemptorists.

During a mission, a band of Redemptorist priests and brothers would come
to an area to preach and conduct religious activities. They saturated the
people with the sense of God. They lived in community in houses in the
countryside so the mission revivals could be repeated regularly, giving the
poor the assurance that they would not be abandoned by Alphonsus and
his brothers.

St. Alphonsus was a brilliant, articulate, pragmatic preacher. He knew how
to reach ordinary people who had limited education and very real needs.
They followed this gifted preacher from church to church and town to town
to hear him give a message of hope in Christ for all people.

Three great images, basic to the Christian faith, formed the heart of
Alphonsus’ preaching and teaching: Jesus an infant in the crib, Jesus
crucified on the Cross, and Jesus vibrantly alive and filled with love for all in
the Eucharist. To this he added the image of Mary, the Mother of the
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When other theologians were opposed to devotion to Mary, Alphonsus
invoked her, using the words of the ancient hymn Salve Regina: 

“Hail, Holy Queen, Mother of Mercy, our life, our sweetness, and our hope.”
Alphonsus preached the redeeming love of God. He believed that law and
the threat of punishment were not foremost in God’s plan. In God the
Creator, love and freedom coincide. The individual was called to love God
out of an overwhelming sense of gratitude for what God had done for him
in Christ. It was not fear but love that was to characterize the Christian way
of life.

Ultimately, he wrote his most influential work, Moral Theology, to correct
what he saw as errors that could hurt people struggling to live good and
moral lives.

In the course of his long life Alphonsus wrote more than 100 books,
including his most beloved: Visits to the Blessed Sacrament, The Practice of
the Love of Jesus Christ, and The Glories of Mary.

Alphonsus would eventually be given the title “Doctor of Prayer” by the
Catholic Church. His book Prayer, the Great Means of Salvation sets out his
teaching on the subject:

“Having observed that so many passages of both the Old and New
Testaments assert the absolute necessity of prayer, I have made it a rule to
introduce into all our missions . . . a sermon on prayer; and I say, and
repeat, and will keep on saying as long as I live, that our whole salvation
depends on prayer . . . For if you pray, your salvation will be secure.”

Like many of his countrymen, Alphonsus was a man of passion and
volatility. He found his balance and security in his devotion to the Blessed
Mother. His appeals to Mary were impassioned, like those of a distressed
child calling for his or her mother.



He was confident Mary would hear his prayers, and she was a great spiritual
wellspring of his life. He never wrote a single letter—and his personal
correspondence ran into the tens of thousands—without beginning or
ending it with the words “Long live Jesus and Mary.”

He strongly encouraged his fellow Redemptorists and others to pray the
rosary daily and to visit Marian shrines to foster their love for the mother of
God. For him she was a constant helper and guide in all matters concerning
his congregation.

Although Alphonsus was sickly for much of his life, his final years were
marked by very serious and debilitating physical ailments, especially
arthritis, which caused him great pain and confined him to a wheelchair. He
was also plagued with spiritual afflictions, scrupulously fearing he hadn’t
done enough to serve the God he loved so much. To help him through
these times, his confreres gathered with him to pray.

They always included the Litany of Our Lady, usually followed by the rosary.
They read to him from his own writings about the glory of Mary and how, as
heaven’s queen, she welcomed all her true and faithful servants at the hour
of their death.

Early in the evening on July 31, 1787, Alphonsus made one final request.
“Give me my Lady,” he whispered. They placed a picture of Mary in his
hands. He spent the night in prayer with the Blessed Mother. The next day
at the stroke of the noon Angelus bell, Alphonsus died at the age of 91. St.
Alphonsus was canonized in 1839 and declared a Doctor of the Church in
1871. He was recognized as a patron of confessors and moral theologians
in 1950.

Pope St. John Paul II described Alphonsus as “a close friend of the people . .
. a missionary who went in search of the most abandoned souls . . . a
founder who wanted a group which would make a radical option in favor of
the lowly . . . a bishop whose house was open to all . . . a writer who focused
on what would be of benefit to people.”



Tuesdays - Before 7:00 PM
Mass
Saturdays - 3:15 to 3:45 PM
Sundays (Alexander) - Before
Mass

Sacrament of Reconciliation

News & Happenings
IN OUR PARISH

Mass Schedule
Public Masses have resumed, but with

dispensation if you are unable to attend.
They will still be live-streamed.

Tuesday - 7:00 PM
Wednesday - 12:10 PM

Thursday - 9:00 AM
Friday - 9:00 AM

Saturday - 4:00 PM
Sunday - 8:30 AM OLOC;

10:45 AM Epiphany

Week of 
August 3rd, 2020

Live Rosary on Zoom!
We will have Live Rosary on Zoom on
Friday, August 7th! Click here
for the link to the
Zoom meeting. We will 
have an event created 
on Facebook, so watch 
for it! 
If you have a prayer 
request we can pray for 
during this time, 
please email
wcepiphany@gmail.com!

Offertory
Donations this past week:
Watford City - $3,073.35

Alexander - $ 240.00

We have established online e-

giving for our parish!

 We prayerfully invite you to use our

online giving at wcepiphany.com , under

the Resources tab > Parish E-Giving. 

Thank you for your generosity!

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fus04web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F9823162278%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2KiMUifO31XcyWlBVhYT7ddJIp6Szj7Y9AYJKNDuSqTp27cZTaqBz84sk&h=AT3Xtn0Hh9WumLUn6TDbLo65wytI1Wq-5bJgTCnGXC7z2Nr8qPXw9gvS0azDRRwCZHZIcQB9REDOd3J96UJ1Z_YfuaNN1pfCrONhmxOnLhZk3lZWaOwf2Rju2UH7BC0Ua2-LOg
http://gmail.com/
http://www.wcepiphany.com/parish-e-giving
http://www.wcepiphany.com/parish-e-giving


News & Happenings
IN OUR PARISH

Parish Picnic
FOR SATURDAY, AUGUST 8TH!

THE PARISH WILL BE CELEBRATING 
FATHER BRIAN'S 10TH ANNIVERSARY AS

A PRIEST, 
AND A SEND-OFF FOR OUR SEMINARIAN, 

ISAIAH FISCHER! 
@ Tourist Park, after 4PM Mass

Bring a chair!
Food and drinks will be provided

Women of Epiphany
will meet in the parish hall on Monday,

August 3rd
All women are invited!
Knights of Columbus

will meet at Rick Lyon's garage 
on Tuesday, August 4th

(Bob Nelson will send out a Flocknote if this
changes!)



News & Happenings
IN OUR PARISH

A Study Just for Women!
Starting August 10th at 7:30 PM

(TBD if by Zoom, in person, or both)
Click on the image to get to our FB group page!

https://www.facebook.com/groups/242035610480696


News & Happenings
IN OUR PARISH

PARISH CODE: KR7MJE

Our parish subscribes to a dynamic online platform
called FORMED. Every parishioner will have 24/7
access to the best Catholic content on any device,
including your computer, smartphone and tablet
with internet access.

It truly is the Catholic faith - on demand. Here’s how
easy it is to get FORMED:

Go to www.FORMED.org. You should see the
registration box for parishioners.Type in the parish
code: KR7MJE
Now just set up a username and a password, and
you are all set to use all the great programs on
FORMED.org anytime by simply logging in.

Food Donations
If you'd like to donate food,
please bring it to the parish
hall (there is a counter for
non-perishables, and a
fridge/freezer for
perishables). If you are in
need, please take whatever
you need!
Monetary or gift card
donations can be given to
Bob Nelson - please contact
him at 701-609-0103.

Men's Group
Fr. Brian will be leading a men's group 

that will meet on 
Saturday, August 8th at 8:30 AM. 

All men are welcome - 
please join us in the parish hall!

http://www.formed.org/
http://www.formed.org/


News & Happenings
IN OUR PARISH

Eucharistic Adoration is every
Friday from 9:30 AM to 9:30 PM.
All are welcome to come and pray
before our Lord in the Blessed
Sacrament! If you'd like to
become a scheduled adorer, or a
substitute, please contact
Stephanie Ray at 813-415-8486.

Parents of Faith Formation students, if you

haven't yet picked up your child(ren)'s Faith

Formation workbook, they are located in the

parish hall!

EUCHARISTIC
ADORATION

Faith Formation Workbooks

 Garden crosses are still available!
They are available at the front entrance, 

and you can grab one any time! 
Thank you to Matt Schettler for making these for us!

http://wcepiphany.flocknote.com/


Epiphany on the Web
SOCIAL MEDIA AND VARIOUS SITES ONLINE WHERE YOU CAN FIND US!

WE WILL BE LIVE-STREAMING HOLY
MASS 

this weekend from our Facebook page
at 

www.facebook.com/wcepiphany/

To keep apprised about the
goings-on at our parish, please
visit our webpage at
www.wcepiphany.com!

Please visit the Bismarck Diocese's
webpage for any new updates from the
Bishop at:
www.bismarckdiocese.com/news

Stuck at home, wondering what to do? How about
completing your degree online!

A recent partnership between the Knights of Columbus
and the University of Mary allows for any member of the
ND Knights of Columbus to receive a tuition scholarship
from UMary!

Please contact Bob Nelson at 701-609-0103 for more
information and questions.

If you feel you cannot yet attend
public Masses, please tune into the

live-stream!

Click on the image to access
Epiphany's YouTube channel,
where we have uploaded the

Masses & talks!

PARENTS OF FAITH 
FORMATION STUDENTS!
Please join our Facebook group "Epiphany
Faith Formation Parents" to get resources for
your child(ren) for their religious education, or
to share information and ask questions!
https://tinyurl.com/wdlehaj

Follow Epiphany Catholic
Church on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/
wcepiphany  !

http://www.facebook.com/wcepiphany/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVN3P3aavVU7NVcg5m08E8A?view_as=subscriber
https://tinyurl.com/wdlehaj
http://www.facebook.com/wcepiphany/
http://www.wcepiphany.com/
http://www.wcepiphany.com/
http://www.bismarckdiocese.com/news
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVN3P3aavVU7NVcg5m08E8A?view_as=subscriber
https://tinyurl.com/wdlehaj
http://www.facebook.com/wcepiphany
http://www.facebook.com/wcepiphany
http://www.facebook.com/wcepiphany

