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Synod 2021-2023

What is your dream for the Catholic Church?
 On October 10, 2021, Pope Francis opened a two-year process  known as Synod 
2021-2023: For a Synodal Church, or the “synod of synodality”.

He invites the whole Church to question itself on synodality, which basically means 
“journeying together”, a decisive theme for the life and mission of the Church. This 
will be a two-year journey.  

Synodality is a term often used in the Catholic Church to describe the process of 
collaboration and discernment that bodies like the Synod of Bishops use to invoke change.  
For this synod, the Pope is asking the bishops around the world to consult with everyone before coming 
together for a formal discussion in 2023.

By walking together and reflecting on the journey, the Church will be able to learn from laity as well as 
clergy what it experiences, which processes can help it to live in communion, to achieve broader and deeper 
participation, to open itself to its mission.
The request for input from every parishioner is historic and we at St. Joseph Catholic Church want our voices 
heard.

In the Synods held in the last 500 years, the request for the bishops to consult with everyone has never been 
asked.  This is an historic time in the Catholic Church where input from laity is being requested.  This is your 
chance for your voice to be heard.   As St. Theresa of Calcutta said, “I alone cannot change the world, but I 
can cast a stone across the waters to create many ripples.”

Share your input!
 Since this synod process is starting with the dioceses gathering input, St Joseph will be conducting 
various ways to gather your thoughts and desires for the Church.  Your input will be consolidated and 
forwarded to the Archdiocese, which will prepare a synthesis for the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops. 
This multi-step process will culminate in a working document the bishops of the world will use in the 2023 
Synod gathering in Rome. 

As a community of faith, your input is important for this Synod. But it is also important for our St. Joseph 
community. We will continue beyond the initial call for feedback, to gather feedback and to continue 
listening sessions, for renewal of our  St. Joseph community. 

Look for more communication in the upcoming weeks. As you see opportunities announced, please consider 
prayerfully how you will share your thoughts. Also, if you have neighbors who are not active or have left the 
church, would you please let them know that we are seeking their thoughts?

We highly value your thoughts. Engage! Be bold! Dream big!
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Synod 2021-2023

Why is this Synod different?
 This synod is different in that it is designed to make church governance more open and inclusive of all 
its members. This synod is intended to bring greater openness, collaboration, and mutual listening to the 
Church.  Unlike all other synods, this process begins with dioceses all over the world giving opportunities 
for mutual consultation at every level.  Pope Francis has asked for all parishioners, priests, nuns, theologians 
to share their insights.  Insights from those who have left the church and those who are marginalized are 
sought, as well.

Pope Francis wants a synodal Church – a Church which listens well and uses what it hears to continue the 
renewal of the church begun in Vatican II.

When the Synod of Bishops meets in 2023, they will be asked how to move forward as a more synodal 
Church – a church that journeys together. They will discuss the topics of how to achieve the Church’s 
Mission, how to enhance participation and how to live in communion. 

Some history
 The word Synod is derived from a Greek term meaning ‘coming together or traveling together’.
In the ancient Church, local leaders gathered to pray and make decisions about matters affecting the 
Christian communities in the regions.   Over the years, these gatherings came to be called synods.

Throughout the history of the Roman Catholic Church, gatherings have been held to discuss topics that 
were consequential for the whole church.  The Synod of bishops met to pray, discuss, and make decisions 
regarding the topics.   Over time, these synods became infrequent.

The ecumenical council was created when the power of the papacy grew.  This council is the decision-making 
group for the Catholic Church.   This council makes decisions on Church doctrine and practical matters.   
Only three ecumenical councils have been held in the last 500 years.  The first, held in 1545-1563, was the 
Council of Trent in response to the rise of Protestantism, and to affirm the seven sacraments.  The second 
one was held in 1870, the First Vatican Council, discussed which of the Pope’s pronouncements should be 
considered infallible and discussed the interpretation of scripture.  The most recent one, the Second Vatican 
Council or Vatican II held from 1962 to 1965, addressed the role of the church within the modern world, 
changed the liturgy and launched changes in the church law and structure.

One of the goals of this Vatican II Synod was to emphasize the importance of bishops as heads of their local 
churches and how bishops are to work together for the governance of the whole church.
At that time, Pope Paul VI created the permanent structure for the Synod of Bishops. 
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Annual Catholic Appeal 

 
Annual Catholic Appeal 2022

February 19 & 20 

The pandemic, the social unrest, the upset of family routines - all these have tired us out. In 
these circumstances, the Lord tells us that He is making all things new. And we surely need 

that word of promise.

The theme of this year’s Annual Catholic Appeal is  Making all things new...God’s promise 
and our responsibility. We are called to embrace God’s promise of making all things new and 
to embrace our responsibility to work with God’s plan. Our support of the Annual Catholic 
Appeal keeps us close to God’s promise of renewal and our responsibility to work for it.
Though the Appeal, we are a part of  making all things new in parishes and Catholic schools 
in need, in programs of religious education and ministry formation and in initiatives to 
address justice, peace and respect for life.

Remember that when our parish exceeds its goal, any additional funds received above the 
goal amount are returned for use in our parish to support our wonderful ministries. 

To learn more and to donate, visit www. annualcatholicappeal.com.
Thank you for your prayerful consideration and generous response.
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Thank You From Father Robinson

Social Justice Commission and the International 
Sharing Ministry in Colombia

In July 2021, the Social Justice Commission and the International Sharing Ministry at St. 
Joseph Catholic Church contributed $7,500 to the renovations of the chapel in the village 

where I was born in Colombia. A  video of the 
village inhabitants explaining the 
work to be done was posted on the 
Youtube channel of the parish. 

Since then, the work is almost done. 
The financial accounting has been 
presented back to the Commission 
and the people in the village are 

finishing the new pews.

 I want to express my gratitude to the parishioners 
and leaders of St. Joseph Catholic Church for 
their generosity with the people of Plan de Armas, 

Colombia. 

I am sure that this renovated chapel will enhance the faith and spirituality of the community 
and neighboring villages. Now the people awaits. I hope that a small delegation from St. Joe's 
will be able to come and visit them. More details will be shared in the near future. May God 
bless you and keep your faith strong! 
 
Fr. Robinson Ortiz
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Events| February 1-5

BIG BIG QUESTIONS AND CATHOLIC 
SCIENTISTS

FEB. 5 |  9:00 AM-3:30 PM 

Learn from accomplished 
Catholic scientists about 
the harmony of faith and 
science. Come to this 
Science and Religion Fair 
on February 5th at the 
University of St. Mary of the 
Lake/Mundelein Seminary.

Youth Commission 

Service opportunities are the 
perfect way to connect not only 
with church members, but also 
with the rest of your community. 
We have plenty of opportunites 
for you to serve! Visit our website:  

www. stjoseph-libertyville.org/ministries

February is 
Black History Month

Every February, people in 
the United States celebrate 
the achievements and 
history of African Americans as part of Black 

Groundhog Day 
Wednesday, February 2

Let’s pray that 
Punxsutawney 
Phil doesn’t see his 
shadow today.Brrr! 

Early spring, here 
we come! 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR 
CONSECRATED LIFE

FEBRUARY 2 
(Celebrated in Parishes February 5-6) 

What is the World Day 
for Consecrated Life?
Instituted by Pope John 
Paul II in 1997, World 
Day for Consecrated 
Life is a day of prayer 

for women and men in consecrated life. The 
celebration is attached to the feast of the 
Presentation of the Lord on February 2nd.

Faith Formation

THURSDAY| FEBRUARY 3
Join us on this communal blessing  
Feast of St. Blaise, will be held 
during the 6:30 a.m  and 8:30 a.m. 
Masses. There will be a communal 
blessing of the throats. 

Prayer & Worship Commission
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Food Pantry Hours

Events| February 6-12

HIGH SCHOOL 
YOUTH GROUP

FEB. 6 |  6:30  - 8:00 PM
Location: Souled Out Teen Space

The Youth Group is for 9th 
through l2th grade high school teens. 

It offers many leadership, social, 
service, catechetical, and liturgical 

opportunities. A wide variety of programs are 
available for teens such as Life Teen, local service 

work, and social activities. 

Youth Commission 

RESPECT IS THE HEART OF LOVE
FEB. 6 |  6:30  - 8:00 PM

Location: St. Mary of the Lake Seminary

On Saturday February 
12th, Father Kartje will be 
presenting a half day retreat 
at the University of Saint 
Mary of the Lake Seminary 
“Respect is the Heart of 
Love.” 

Register online: www. stjoseph-libertyville.
org/respect-is-the-heart-of-love

Faith Formation

February 6

5th Sunday in 
ordinary time
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Events| February 13-19

February

Religious Sisters and Consecrated 
Women
We pray for religious sisters and 
consecrated women; thanking 
them for their mission and their 
courage; may they continue to find new responses 
to the challenges of our times.

Pope Francis' 
Intention of The Month

TEEN MASS
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 

13 | 5:00  - 6:00 PM
TEEN MASS

Youth Commission

February 13

6thSunday in 
Ordinary time

______________________________

AMT APPLICATION DEADLINE
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2022

All applications 
for the 2022 
Appalachian 
Mission Trip are 
due today! 

Visit our website for 
more information: 

www.stjoseph-libertyville.org/youth-ministry

February 14, 2022

February 13

Trivia night 
is cancelled 

Community Building
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Events| February 20-28

FAMILY EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Feb. 21 |  6:30 PM

  
Eucharistic 
Adoration 

For Families 
Enjoy the time 
in prayer and 
relationship 

with God, in a casual and comfortable time 
together. Join us for Family Eucharistic 

Adoration 
in the church.   

Stay for an hour or for whatever time you can 
spare.  Bring the entire family and bask in the 

presence of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament.  Share 
with Him your concerns and your gratitude.  

Then, in quiet adoration, listen with your heart to 
hear His response. 

EMPLOYMENT MINISTRY 
Feb. 24| 7:00 PM

Social Justice Commission

February 20
7th Sunday in 
ordinary time

 ***
February 27

8th Sunday in 
ordinary time

 Your ‘Brand’ and Value 
Proposition What skills, 
talents, strengths and abil-
ities make you special, and 
make you stand out from 
other job candidates?  In this 

free presentation, career transition coach Dan 
Barber will show us how to clearly articulate 
the unique promise of value that you offer 
an employer. Please join us! All are welcome!  
Please pre-register
 www.stjoseph-libertyville.org/employ-
ment-ministry-1

Prayer & Worship

• Wednesday, March 2- Ash Wednesday 

• Friday, March 4 - Lenten Almsgiving 
Project 6:30 PM - 8:00 PM 7th-
12th grade youth are invited to 
help prepare the tags for St. Joseph's 
Lenten Almsgiving Project

• Saturday, March 5 -Lenten 
Almsgiving Tags will be available in 
the church beginning March 5th. The tags will 
display items that are needed from 11 agencies 
and ministries to serve those in need and the 
marginalized.

• Saturday, March 19- Holy Hour for Vocations 
with Mundelein Seminary

 
2022 Lenten Mission
Feb. 28 | 11am or 6pm 

 Join Joe Tomaso for a presentation to 
kick off the Lenten journey! More to 

come! 

Faith Formation Commission
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Commission Notes

PRAYER & WORSHIP COMMISSION                                                                           

Ministry of Care Home Visits Available 
With the winter season upon us, trained ministers of care are here for you. They can 
bring Holy Communion to you if you are unable to attend Mass. Please contact the parish 
office (847-362-2073) or Judy Salzman (847-431-8123) to arrange for a home visit. 

CHRISTMAS COLLECTIONS 
The generosity of our parishioners, even through the pandemic, has 
been truly remarkable. Through January 13, 2022, the Christmas 
Collection totals $229,063.20! 
The Christmas collection constitutes a sizable portion of our annual 
budget, which funds vital ministries, such as the Food Pantry, Bed 

Ministry, Youth programs, Children Faith Formation and our school.  
Thank you for your continued support of our parish!

www.stjoseph-libertyville.org/accountability-commission

Holy Hour for Vocations with Mundelein Seminary
 on Saturday, March 19th following the 5:00 PM Mass to pray for an increase in vocations 
to the priesthood and celebrate Mundelein Seminary’s centennial. Seminary staff will be 
bring  historic monstrance that was used at the 1926 International Eucharistic Congress. 
Watch for more information in the coming weeks. 

 ACCOUNTABILITY COMMISSION                                                                           



   February 2022                                                                11                                                                        StJoseph-Libertyville.org

CARE FOR CREATION 

THINK SPRING – TIME TO PLAN YOUR 
GARDEN
The St Joseph Food Pantry Gardeners are back. Last 
year several parishioners participated in our garden 
club by growing their own produce and sharing it 
with the St Joseph Food Pantry – tomatoes, peppers, 
herbs, etc. Whether you have a few containers or 
a half acre garden, you can participate. We’ll do it 

again this year.  Start planning now. In addition, we started seeds 
in late April and handed out seedlings in mid-May. Stay tuned for 
more information. 

Commission Notes

Pads Reopening Rotating 
Shelter Sites

PADS Reopening Rotating 
Shelter Sites We wanted to share 
the exciting news that we have 
reopened our Rotating Shelter 
Sites. This reopening means 
that PADS is once again in 

need of volunteers to help support our rotating 
shelter sites.  We have openings seven days a 
week with the highest need on Wednesdays.  
Anyone who wants to share their time can find 
a full list of locations on our website. www.
stjoseph-libertyville.org/news/pads-reopening-
rotating-shelter-sites

St. Joseph’s Food Pantry 
Update
2021 was a busy year for our food 
pantry. We served over 11,000 guests, 
which means we provided weekly gro-
ceries for an estimated 44,000 people. 
We had 4,000 volunteer check-ins. 
The Knights of Columbus volunteers, along with 
a rotation of registered volunteers, support the 
operation of the food pantry. Operation includes: 
cleaning the pantry and equipment 
 •purchasing and delivering food  
•sourcing financial and food donations 
•stocking inventory and sorting items 
•checking expiration dates 
•registering and checking in guests 
•helping guests shop, bag groceries, and even 
•deliver the groceries to their car. 
They do this with total compassion and smiles on 
their faces.  
In 2022, one of our goals is to have a local orga-
nization, school, or business host a food drive 
every 4/5 weeks. If you know of an organization 
that can support us in this endeavor, please reach 
out to Nuala Kavanagh, 847-280-0006, nualakav@
sbcglobal.net

 LAUDATO SI’ ACTION PLATFORM
We at St Joseph are enrolling in the Laudato Si’ Action Platform and 
entering on a 7-year journey. The Pope has invited us to take an integral 
approach to caring for our common home. Laudato Si’ calls us as people 
of faith to work together across ministries to respond to the cry of the 
poor and the cry of the earth. We will reflect on the good we have done 
and plan for the next steps.  Our first step is to assemble a Core Team 
of interested individuals willing to network across the parish so we can 
work more effectively together, and amplify the impact of those efforts 
and activities. If you are interested in joining the team or would like 
more information contact Louise at louise.przywara@gmail.com

Thank you, St. Joseph Community, for 
supporting Viator House this last year. In January 
we celebrated our fifth birthday. Since opening in 2017, we 
have been home to  89 young men 
from 21 nations who escaped 
horrific danger to seek safety in our 
nation. Right now  20 men from 11 
nations, including four young Afghan 
men who escaped as Kabul collapsed, 
call Viator House home. As part of 
our mission, Viator House has also 
reunited  30 young men with family members in the U.S. so they 
can live with loved-ones while they await their legal proceedings.

 SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMISSION                                                                           
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Commission Notes

CALLING ALL MOTHERS OF 
YOUNG CHILDREN

Calling all mothers of young children? 
Looking for other moms to hang out 
with? Want your children to play with 
other children of similar ages? Join 

Mothers with Young Children (MYC)!

Our group hosts meetings (both in person and virtually) 
on a variety of topics, play dates in the park, book club, 
Moms Nights Out, and so much more. If you are interested 
in becoming a member please feel free to email stjoesmyc@
gmail.com. Once you sign up you will be provided with in-
formation on our Meetup app where events are posted and 
you’ll be invited into our private Facebook group. Member-
ship is free and you can be as involved as you like. We’d love 
to have you join us.

Current members, make sure you are a part of our Meetup 
group, https://www.meetup.com/St-Joes-MYC, as well as 
our private Facebook group. Search “St. Joe’s MYC” and 
request to join. Both sites are used to communicate weekly 
meetings, Mom’s Nights Out, play dates, and other activ-
ities that we host. Keep your eye on MeetUp as we have 
some faith formation ideas for the Lenten season as well as 
some possible play dates and events. 
*******
--
Kristin Murnik
kristin.murnik@gmail.com

Upcoming Events

• Feb. 13 Teen Mass at 
5pm

• Feb. 13 AMT Ap-
plication deadline 
AMT Applications 
and information 
available on the 
website (https://
stjoseph-libertyville.org/ap-
palachian-mis-
sion-trip). 

• Feb. 6 & Feb. 20 
from 6-8 pm High 
School Youth

 COMMUNITY BUILDING COMMISSION                                                                           

 YOUTH COMMISSION                                                                           
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Commission Notes

Visit our website to learn more about St. Joseph 
Catholic School and to see the calender of 

events for February ww.sjscatholic.org

Fr. Emanuel invites you to 
a Monthly Book Club!

Meets 4th Saturday of each month, 10:00 a.m. to 
12:00 p.m. Location TBD. 
Began on January 29th, 2022 (but it’s not too late!) 
Our first Book is: “Happiness and the Christian 
Moral Life” 
We will grow closer in friendship with God and 
learn the art of living more like a disciple. 
Interested? Contact Fr. Emanuel at 
etorresfuentes@stjoseph-libertyville.org  

 
2022 Lenten Mission
 Monday, February 28th 11am or 6pm
Save the date! Join Joe Tomaso for a presentation 
to kick off the Lenten journey! More to come! 

 ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC SCHOOL                                                                         

FAITH FORMATION COMMISSION                                                                     
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To See an Updated List of This Information,
Visit stjoseph-libertyville.org/prayingfor

Praying For

IN MEMORY OF

January Baptisms

Pray for the Sick

Annika Saoirse Barger, 
daughter of Kathleen (Nannenhorn) and James Barger

Brock Theodore Esp, 
son of Sarah (Smith) and Christopher Esp

Kieran Allen Gruner,
son of Lindsay (Schwartz) and Adam Gruner

Michael Haile Loeffler, 
son of Carolyn (Kozak) and Benjamin Loeffler

Palmer Alexis Olin, 
daughter of Kelsey (Safran) and Patrick Olin

Brianna Ryan Saucedo, 
daughter of Brittany (Watkins) and Ryan Saucedo

NEW PARISHIONERS
Robert and Maria Adamik

Ryan and Ewelina Baranowski
Brian and Jennifer Bell

Sean and Kathryn Hamlin
Errol and Geraldine Lagman
Nicholas and Dorota Larkin

Michael and Megan Morrissey
Rebecca Smith

Michael and Rachael Williams
Eric and Rebecca Woeckel

Maria Aguilar-Coton
Will Mullinex

Maria SchneiderRichard Batesky
Sr. Anne Beauvais
Timothy Benoit

Andy Burd
Patricia Coughlin

Lois Guerin
Julius Marks, Jr.

Tom Moore
Hank Salemi

Dolores Schultz
Flo Skorny

Ronald Smith

Tues. 2/1 Mickey Bowden, Richard Batesky,
  Jim McGillivray, Gerard Neuses
Wed. 2/2 Hee Soo Kim Family, Richard Batesky,
  Wesley Fout, Michael Ryan
Thurs. 2/3 Paul Leffelman, Patricia Coughlin,
  Michele Slezak, Nick & Mary Ellen Marra
Fri. 2/4 Bob & Jean Mitchell, Michael Ryan,
  Bill Costigan, CeCe Martinez
Sat. 2/5 Walter Luczak, Marie Hesford
Sun. 2/6 All Parishioners
Mon. 2/7 Howard  F. “Dick” Wodrich,
  Patricia Coughlin, Connie Calvino,
  Sophie & Edward Nowak
Tues. 2/8 Nancy Thielsen, Maria Alegria Nery,
  Pauline Couch, Robert Stowe
Wed. 2/9 Hee Soo Kim Family, Gino Cleotilde,
  Joan McShane, Robert Stowe
Thurs. 2/10 Michael Dilger, Diana Arcena,
  Evelyn Bajda, Vocations Ministry in
  Memory of Sr. Clarice
Fri. 2/11 Marilynn Fales, Michael Dilger,
  Mike Ryan
Sat. 2/12 Cynthia Ann Bielawa, Ken Jasinski
Sun. 2/13 All Parishioners
Mon. 2/14 Dr. Gilberto Formigoni, Ann Panico,
  Lorraine Siepka, Ed & Evelyn Lobus
Tues. 2/15 Dolores Palmieri, Marijo Komp,
  Mary R. Lockowitz, Kathy, Mary Kay and
  Jim McLaughlin
Wed. 2/16 Hank Salemi, Wilbur & Dolores Schultz,
  Wesley Fout, Joan McShane
Thurs. 2/17 Intention for those who prayed for James  
  &Margaret McCarthy, Cathy Didier, 
  Dick Batesky
Fri. 2/18 Rita Gagliano, Well Being of Virginia  
  Sison
Sat. 2/19 Dick Batesky, Patricia Coughlin
Sun. 2/20 All Parishioners
Mon. 2/21 Joan McShane, Ronald Thomas Smith
Tues. 2/22 Evelyn Schelsky, Leo & Jean Reljac
Wed. 2/23 James Warner, Richard Batesky
Thurs. 2/24 Norman Lind, Sr. Anne Beauvais
Fri. 2/25 Martin McGreal, James & Steven   
  Gissing,Dorothy G. Gibson, Barbara K.  
  Walsh
Sat. 2/26 Stanley Bajda, Augusto Brillantes, Jr.
Sun. 2/27 All Parishioners
Mon. 2/28 Dick Batesky, Delores Smudde, Jerry  
  Campeau

February  Mass Intentions
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Meet Your Catechists

St. Joseph Catechists

Formally speaking, catechists are defined in canon law as 
“lay members of the Christians faithful, duly instructed and 
outstanding in Christian life, who devote themselves to setting 
forth the teachings of the Gospel and organizing liturgies and 
works of charity under the direction of a missionary.” 

A catechist is a mentor, witness, faith sharer, and model in 
the Catholic faith. We know that their guidance will impact 
the children they teach for life! We are grateful. 
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Sunday Reflections
Reflections by: Joe Tomaso

5th Sunday in Ordinary Time | February 6 |    
Isaiah 6:1-2a, 3-8; Psalm 138:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 7-8; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11; Luke 5:1-11

In our society we put a lot of value on what a person does for work. Why is “what we 
do” so important? I wonder if it has to do with our need to feel worthy. If I can accom-
plish things, work a lot, and earn praise…then I will be seen by others as worthy, and 
perhaps see myself as worthy too. But, if you’re like me, no matter how much praise 
I might receive, there is still that voice in my head that makes me doubt my own 
worthiness. So it is natural then to ask: from a lens of faith, what does it mean to be 
worthy? Well, looking at today’s readings I think that is altogether the wrong ques-

tion. We hear of Isaiah’s vision in which God calls him to be a prophet, to speak God’s message to His people. In the 
vision, Isaiah is in God’s presence. Isaiah’s response is: “Woe is me, I am doomed! For I am a man of unclean lips…”  
What I hear is: “I am not worthy.” Peter has a similar response after Jesus’ miracle: “Depart from me, Lord, for I am a 
sinful man.” Like Isaiah, it appears that Peter does not see himself as worthy of being in God’s presence. Then there is 
Saint Paul. He seems to have a different read on worthiness. One would almost expect Paul to feel unworthy of God 
calling him to be an apostle. After all, he openly admits: “I persecuted the church of God.” But Paul does not seem 
to look at himself in terms of worthiness, but rather in terms of grace, or God’s gift. He says: “...by the grace of God, 
I am what I am, and his grace to me has not been ineffective.” Saint Paul’s focus is how God’s grace has changed his 
life. His identity as an apostle is a gift. Worthiness is not part of the equation. What is part of the equation is our ac-
ceptance of the gift. We, like Saint Paul “are who we are.”  And who are we?  Daughters and sons of God. This is a gift 
to accept, no measuring of worthiness required.

6th Sunday in Ordinary Time | February 13|    
Jeremiah 17:5-8; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6; 1 Cor 15:12, 16-20; Lk 6:17, 20-26

I think one of the great gifts of faith in God is that we anchor ourselves in hope. 
We take a step away from a view of life as meaningless…a mere accident, and 
put our hope in something greater. With God, we take a step beyond life as mere 
survival. With God, we dare to dream. I think that each of today’s readings, in 
their own way, dare us to dream beyond how things appear to be on the surface. 
The Prophet Jeremiah says that if we trust in human beings we are “like a barren 
bush in the desert that enjoys no change of season.” I do not think Jeremiah is 

telling us to avoid trusting relationships with other people. I think he is painting a picture of what becomes 
of us when we do not place our hope in God. Jeremiah dares us to dream of life being more than meets the 
eye, and more than our human relationships: When we place our trust in the Lord, we are like trees planted 
by water, bearing fruit and not fearing the heat. The Psalm uses the same imagery but also says explicitly: 
“Blessed are they who hope in the Lord.” Saint Paul reminds some doubting Corinthians that their faith dares 
them to dream even beyond the grave. He reminds them of the importance of belief in the resurrection- the 
ultimate image of thriving humanity beyond the limits of “survival mode.” Finally, Jesus shares his dream for 
what the world will look like when God reigns. He dares the poor, the hungry, the weeping, and the hated to 
dream of a life in God’s kingdom: they are blessed, God’s Kingdom is theirs, they will be satisfied, and they 
will laugh! Do you dare to make God’s dream a reality?
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8th  Sunday in Ordinary Time| February 27|   
Sirach 27:4-7; Psalm 92:2-3, 13-14, 15-16; 1 Corinthians 15:54-58; Luke 6:39-45

We are a few short days from Lent. Lent comes with a reputation of being bleak, stark, and bare. No doubt, it is a season of 
sacrifice. I love Lent because I have always looked at it as a sort of spiritual strength training. The church sets aside time for us 
to work on our interior lives as we approach the greatest feast of our faith: Easter. The readings this weekend could not be more 

appropriate! In their own way, each reading can be seen as a call to introspection, soul 
searching, and spiritual growth. In Sirach, we are given some wisdom about speaking. 
What we say reveals what is going on inside of us. I think this can be seen as a call to 
tend to what is going on in our hearts, to take some time in silence, to take a good look 
at ourselves in the mirror. “The fruit of a tree shows the care it has had”, says Sirach. So 
if we want to bear fruit, we should tend to our hearts and souls. In this light, it is as if 
the Psalm is saying: if you are to speak, let it be praise and thanks to God! Saint Paul 
reminds us of the really good news: Jesus Christ’s victory over sin and death has given 
us the gift of eternal life! He gives the early Christians in Corinth instructions that 
can be helpful for us as we enter Lent and prepare to celebrate Jesus Christ’s victory 

over sin and death: “...be firm, steadfast, always fully devoted to the work of the Lord.” In other words, persevere in your faith life. 
Jesus’ parable today is another call to do some interior reflection. He calls us to remove the wooden beam in our eye first before 
we invite others to remove the splinter in their eyes. Working on ourselves is a prerequisite for inviting others to conversion. May 
this Lent be a time of interior reflection and growth so that as Jesus says today: “...when fully trained, every disciple will be like his 
teacher.”

Sunday Reflections
Reflections by: Joe Tomaso

7th Sunday in Ordinary Time| February 20|   

1 Samuel 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23; Psalm 103:1-2, 3-4, 8, 10, 12-13; 1 Corinthians 15:45-49; 
Luke 6:27-38

“Love your enemies.” We know it as one of the hallmarks of being Christian. But practicing 
it in the heat of conflict and in the face of our enemies is just plain hard. In First Samuel, we 
read of David being pursued by King Saul. Saul wants to kill him. He is David’s enemy. But 
David refuses to kill him, even when the perfect opportunity presents itself. David will not 
raise his hand against the one God anointed king. We hear that “The LORD will reward each 
man for his justice and faithfulness.” In this case, faithfulness to God and God’s justice look 

a lot like mercy. Saint Paul reminds us of our identity: “Just as we have borne the image of the earthy one [Adam], so we shall bear 
the image of the heavenly one [Christ].” Yes, we are human. We are part of the family of Eve and Adam, Cain and Abel…the long 
list of our ancestors who chose revenge, selfishness, and more, over mercy. But our first identity, before the fall of Adam and Eve, 
is that we are made in God’s image; a God who is, as the Psalm reminds us, “kind and merciful…slow to anger…abounding in 
kindness…the LORD has compassion.” This mercy, the Psalm says, has been extended to us: “He pardons all your iniquities…as 
far as east is from the west, so far has he put our transgressions from us.” We are simply being asked to treat others the way God 
has treated us in our missteps. Jesus, in his well known words about loving our enemies and turning the other cheek, ends his 
teaching with this: “Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.” Have you ever considered that the call to love our enemies is a 
call to be merciful to those who need mercy the most? If we want to be God’s image in the world, we simply cannot do it without 
being merciful. Jesus gives us a nice roadmap for being merciful too: “Stop judging…stop condemning…forgive…give.”
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 Serving Members of the Parish Since 1912 

Family Owned & Operated

Pre-Arranged Funerals - Cremation and Traditional Services

Phil & Cynthia Dane - Paul & Connie Chominski — Parishioners - Preston Dane

120 W. Park Ave., Libertyville 847-362-3009

www.burnettdane.com Email: burnettdane@comcast.net

1001 N. Milwaukee 847-362-4110

GOODYEAR

TIRE & AUTO SERVICE

Arpino Orthodontics
Since 1972

Orthodontics for Children & Adults

847.362.8262
109 W. Maple, Libertyville

www.LibertyvilleBraces.com

547 North Ave. • Libertyville
(847) 549-9600

Parishioner  Lic# 055-012314www.ArrowPlumbingInc.com

Local Roofing Co., Inc.
1394 St. Paul Ave. Gurnee

24 Hour Emergency Service
847-244-0500

Serving You Since 1952

David S. Maloney
Attorney at Law

Wills, Trusts and Estate Planning
Real Estate Closings
Business Formation

1880 W. Winchester Rd., Suite 205
Libertyville

847.247.2700 www.maloneylawllc.com

740 N. MILWAUKEE AVE., LIBERTYVILLE (847) 362-6030

www.georgegarnercyclery.com #ridewithgg@GGCyclery

info@georgegarnercyclery.com

CENTURY 21®Elm, Realtors
Carol August
Multi-Million Dollar Producer Locally
847-226-6181
carol.august@gmail.com

•  LeafGuard®  
is guaranteed never to 
clog or we’ll clean it for 
FREE*

•  Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves, pine 
needles, and debris

•  Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to clean 
clogged gutters

•  Durable, all-weather tested system not a flimsy 
attachment

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373 Get it. And forget it.®

*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your home,

or we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!

End of the
Year Sale!

75% OFF
LABOR!

Offer does not include cost of material. Discount applied
by representative at time of contract execution.

Offer ends 12/31/2021. 

Call during this program & receive a
$50 restaurant gift card with in-home

estimate & free gutter inspection!
Consumer Disclosure/Award Rules: All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product 
consultation will receive a $50 gift card. No purchase is necessary.  Retail value is $50. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard 
Holdings, Inc. Limit one gift card per household. LeafGuard procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. 
This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age.  If married or have a life partner, both cohabitating persons 
must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a valid photo ID, understand English, and 
be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of LeafGuard 
or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a LeafGuard in-home 
consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former LeafGuard customers. Promotion may not be 
extended, transferred, or substituted except that LeafGuard may substitute a gift card of equal or greater value if it 
deems it necessary. Gift card and terms and conditions (https://www.darden.com/gift-cards/terms-and-conditions) 
of such gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class US Mail within 21 days of receipt of promotion form 
provided at consultation. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not 
sponsored or promoted by Darden Restaurants and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Offer 
ends 12/31/2021. **FOR BALT/DC GIFT CARD AMOUNT IS $25**

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂
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Brian & Mark 
McMurrough

Three Generations
Since 1947

• Traditional Funerals 

• Cremations  

• Pre-Arrangements

101 Park Place, Libertyville 
A Member of St. Joseph Parish since 1947

847-362-2626 www.libertyvillefuneralhome.com

JOSEPH W. HAMMAN, DDS
FAMILY DENTISTRY

Across from GLSA Soccer Complex
Lake Forest Hospital Medical Building

755 S. Milwaukee Ave., Libertyville      Parishioner      362-3250

“Above All a Good Roof”
Residential - Commercial

Repair Specialists
847-362-0850

Libertyville

 $25 OFF on Service Call
 $100 OFF
      500 E. Northwest Hwy., Palatine       847-359-4500

Allied AC &  Heating Corp., Palatine 

Not valid with any other offers.

a New Furnace
or Air Conditioner

Allied AC &  Heating Corp., Palatine 

Not valid with any other offers.

478 CHESTERFIELD LANE, VERNON HILLS, ILLINOIS 60061
PHONE 847-680-8967 • FAX 847-680-8955

E-Mail: korsak2@aol.com • WEBSITE: accountant-city.com/rkorsak

CAHILL HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
INSTALLATION AND SERVICE FOR ALL OF YOUR HEATING, COOLING

HUMIDIFICATION, AND AIR CLEANING NEEDS
residential     847-367-4492      commercial

FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1973
PARISHIONERIt’s Hard To Stop A Trane®

47 YEAR
ANNIVERSARY

GENTLE DENTAL CARE
287 N. Lake St., Mundelein

DR. ANTHONY COLLINS
Carmel Graduate
847-566-5350

• Water Heater & Sump Pumps
• Sinks & Faucet Repair & Installation

CALL 1-847-362-1121

FRIDAY FISH FRY
COMPLETE BANQUET FACILITIES

Weddings • Showers • Rehearsal Dinners
847-680-6100

250 W. Gregg’s Pkwy., Vernon Hills
(In Gregg’s Landing)

Woody’s Tree Service
(847) 514-1552

Complete Tree Service
10% Discount w/Ad

(max value $100.00)

LIBERTYVILLE
• Packing • Shipping

• Printing • Mailboxes
872 S. Milwaukee Ave.

847-918-0181
store1319@theupsstore.com

www.theupsstorelocal.com/1319

Adopt a Friend for Life
Adoptions 11am-5pm

7 Days

847.945.0235
2200 Riverwoods Rd.

Riverwoods
www.orphansofthestorm.org

ORPHANS OF
THE STORM

 THE VILLAGE AT
VICTORY LAKES

A Franciscan Community
Prairie Homes

Independent Apartments
Assisted Living

Skilled Nursing & Rehab
847-356-4666

Lindenhurst, IL
www.victorylakes.org/np

800 S. Milwaukee Ave., Ste. 111
Libertyville, IL 60048
847-362-5511

www.wojdental.com

Parishioner

We Take Service Personally
Contact us today for a customized, reliable

waste management, recycling, or dumpster quote.

630-261-0400

 Baird & Warner

 Meg Pucino

 Realtor®
 847.975.3013

MegPucino.BairdWarner.com

Selling a home is stressful. 

Why not go with a trustworthy 

expert?

St. Joe’s Parishioner since 1999

UPSCALE, INDIVIDUAL OFFICE 
FOR RENT IN LIBERTYVILLE

1880 W. Winchester Rd., Suite 206
Access to Shared Conference Room
$600/month includes utilities

Contact Dave at
847-502-2063

The Most Complete
Online National

Directory of
Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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The Sponsors Who Appear On This Bulletin.
It Is Through Their Support That This Bulletin Is Made Possible.

Business Owners Interested In Advertising Please Call
J.S. Paluch at 1-800-621-5197

See
Your Ad

in CCOOLLOORR
Call J.S. Paluch Today!
1.800.621.5197

The Sponsors Who Appear On This Bulletin. It Is Through
Their Support That This Bulletin Is Made Possible.

Business Owners Interested In Advertising Please Call

J.S. Paluch
1-800-621-5197

What We Can Offer You and Your Business:
• Many ad size options to meet your budget in color or black and white
• One-on-one customer service to help build and design your ad
• The ability to change your ad up to 12 times per year

J.S. Paluch Company 1.800.621.5197

Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.

For further information, 
please call the Parish Office.
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Fr. John Trout | Pastor | jtrout@stjoseph-libertyville.org
Fr. Martin Luboyera | Associate Pastor | mluboyera@stjoseph-libertyville.org
Fr. Emanuel Torres-Fuentes | Associate Pastor | etorresfuentes@stjoseph-libertyville.org
Fr. John Hennessey | Pastor Emeritus | jhennessey@stjoseph-libertyville.org
Deacon Dennis Mudd | DMuddsr@comcast.net 
Deacon George Kashmar | gkashmar@stjoseph-libertyville.org
Deacon Dan Coughlin | DEC7049@gmail.com
Anne Phoenix | School Principal | aphoenix@stjoseph-libertyville.org
Anna Roeser | Director of Administration | aroeser@stjoseph-libertyville.org
Kevin Burrow | Director of Music | kburrow@stjoseph-libertyville.org
Mary Causey | Director of Social Justice & Service | mcausey@stjoseph-libertyville.org
Mary Ann Hail | Parish Office Staff | mhail@stjoseph-libertyville.org
Kelly McMahon | Director of Technology | kmcmahon@stjoseph-libertyville.org
Lindee Katdare | Communications Coordinator | lkatdare@stjoseph-libertyville.org
Joe Tomaso| Director of Adult Faith Formation Ministries | JTomaso@stjoseph-libertyville.org
Mary Catherine Nelson| Director of Children’s Faith Formation| mnelson@stjoseph-libertyville.org
Kelly Krueger | Prayer & Worship and CBC Ministries Coordinator| kkrueger@stjoseph-libertyville.org
Tom and Brigid Dutton |Directors of Youth Ministry | bdutton@stjoseph-libertyville.org
Dan Harris | Facilities Manager | dharris@stjoseph-libertyville.org

Mass TImes
Weekend Masses in Church

Saturday | 5 p.m. 
Sunday | 9 a.m., 10:45 a.m., 5 p.m.

Drive-in Masses
Sunday

7:15 a.m | 10:45 a.m

Weekday Masses
6:30 a.m | 8:30  a.m.

Sacrament of reconciliation
Saturday 11 a.m.

Rosary
Monday - Saturday 7:45 a.m.

Eucharistic Adoration
Thursday 3 p.m
Hosted by the Vocations Ministry 

REgister For Mass At the link below

stjoseph-libertyville.org/churchreopening

Our Vision
Through Our Baptism and 
Eucharist, We Are Called 

to Love as Christ Loves and 
Serve as Christ Serves

 Parish Pastoral Council 
 E-mail: info@stjoseph-libertyville.org

Members of the Parish Pastoral Council: Fr. John Trout, Bridget Chaney (Faith
Formation), Deacon Dan Coughlin (Social Justice & Service), Jon Monroe
(Chair), Jim Lobus (Community Building), David & Kathy Olson (Youth), 
Tom Sear (Accountability), Dennis Valentini (Prayer & Worship)

Parish Finance Council Fr. John Trout, Bob Killackey, Joseph Loumeau,
Kevin Rule (Chair), Joanie Sauers, Tom Sear, Craig Sondalle

121 E Maple Ave. 
Libertyville, Il 60048

(847) 362-2073 

Our Mission
In Jesus Christ, we will grow 

and flourish through...

•Engaging, welcoming and 
building community

•Lifelong faith formation
•Social justice and service 

to others in need
•Engaging and 

understanding the energy 
and interests of our youth
•Prayer and worship that 
deepens our spiritual life
•Accountability in using 

our resources wisely

SO THAT WE MAY LIVE 
LIFE ABUNDANTLY

Staff Directory
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