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CFF CLASSROOM
CHRONICLES

THE LATEST EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
FOR OUR CARING CATECHISTS!!

"The first is this: Hear, O Israel! The Lord our God is Lord alone!
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, 

with all your mind, and with all your strength. The second is this:
You shall love your neighbor as yourself.

There is no other commandment greater than these."

Just a reminder That we do not have CFF classes NEXT
WEEK! We come back on Sunday, November 7th!!

We have an ALL Catechist Meeting on Wednesday,
November 3rd at 7pm in the Koenig Center

Below are two good articles from Joe Paprocki of Loyola Press.  

Gr 1st/2nd Catechists: starting the week of Sunday,
November 14th, parents will not be bringing or picking up
their child from class.  This means that YOU will be
walking your class outside to the small parking lot &
waiting until all your students have been picked up.

https://facebook.com/sjreligioused847/
https://www.instagram.com/sjreligioused847/


Don’t Be Afraid of Halloween!Don’t Be Afraid of Halloween!

The Catholic Roots of Halloween
Halloween, All Souls, Purgatory, and the Communion of Saints
All Saints Day Celebration
Saints Among Us Retreat
All Saints Day
Halloween and Imagination
Five Reasons Not to Dismiss Halloween

“Some years ago, I was trying to make small talk with a little child who lived on my
block and wandered over to say “Hi” to me as I was raking fall leaves. I asked him
what he was going to be for Halloween, and he responded, “We don’t observe
Halloween. It’s of the devil. We’re Christian.” He was clearly parroting something his
parents had taught him. This was not the first time I had heard of some Christians
opposing Halloween because they saw it as “satanic.” So, where do Catholics stand
when it comes to Halloween? Well, the truth is, Halloween actually has its roots in
Catholicism! Even the name, Halloween, is a reference to the eve of the feast of All
Hallows, aka, All Saints Day (November 1). In this episode of Pop-Up Catechesis
(video), we explore some of the Catholic roots of Halloween and offer some tips for
helping children understand that Halloween is nothing to be afraid of.

For more information about Halloween and All Saints Day, check out the following
links:

All Souls and Overcoming the Fear of DeathAll Souls and Overcoming the Fear of Death
In the Chicago area, where I live, there is a great deal of ethnic diversity. One of the
most prominent ethnic groups in Chicago is the Mexican-Americans. I’ve always
enjoyed experiencing and observing the many traditions of the Mexican-American
community. One tradition that I have observed on numerous occasions is the family
picnicking at the grave of a deceased loved one. I’m not just talking about visiting
the grave; I’m talking about a full picnic at the cemetery with the whole family,
including little children. The message of such celebrations is loud and clear: death is
not something for us to be afraid of! Catholics observe the month of November as
the Month of All Souls, a time for us to remember and honor those who have gone
before us and a time to remember that they live on in the communion of saints. We
are only separated by a thin veil. For that reason, death is not something to be
feared. In this episode of Pop-Up Catechesis, we explore the Month of All Souls and
the Catholic attitude toward death.

For more information about the Month of All Souls, check out the following links:

November: Month of All Souls
How Day of the Dead Bread Links a Family Together
Dia de los Muertos (The Day of the Dead)
Picnicking in Cemeteries for Day of the Dead
In Some Cultures, Death Can Be a Picnic

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2019-10/the-catholic-roots-of-halloween-the-vigil-of-all-saints-day.html
https://catechistsjourney.loyolapress.com/2016/10/halloween-all-souls-purgatory-communion-of-saints/
https://catechistsjourney.loyolapress.com/2019/10/all-saints-day-celebration/
https://catechistsjourney.loyolapress.com/2019/05/saints-among-us-retreat/
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/saints/saints-activities/resource-collections/all-saints-day/?utm_source=cj&utm_medium=blog&utm_campaign=pop-up-catechesis
https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/halloween-and-imagination/?utm_source=cj&utm_medium=blog&utm_campaign=pop-up-catechesis
https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/five-reasons-not-to-dismiss-halloween/?utm_source=cj&utm_medium=blog&utm_campaign=pop-up-catechesis
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EEr01s6BqyE&t=3s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t-j3w7Z3hlQ
https://catechistsjourney.loyolapress.com/2009/11/november-month-of-all-souls/
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/prayer/arts-and-faith/culinary-arts/day-of-the-dead-bread/?utm_source=cj&utm_medium=blog&utm_campaign=pop-up-catechesis
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/42670/dia-de-los-muertos-about-more-than-the-bread-of-the-dead-bishop-says
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/day-of-the-dead_b_8474538
https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-1996-10-28-ls-58611-story.html


We will be using Catholic Social Justice Teachings as the framework for our events
and the formation/education of our students and parents leading up to the event.  We
will focus on one of the 7 pillars of Catholic Social Justice at a time.  You can learn
more about how our parish embraces these teachings by visiting our website. 

For our first event, we are focusing on Catholic Social Justice teaching on Option for
the Poor & Vulnerable.   Our service project will be to have families go grocery
shopping for our Food Pantry. Students will be learning about Option for the Poor &
Vulnerable for about 10 minutes in each class leading up to Saturday, Nov. 20th
where we will have the opportunity for families to drop off their items at our Food
Pantry and then go to the 5pm Mass. We are trying to set up tours of the Food Pantry
as well!  This is a great way to bring families closer together as well as get to know the
other families in their children's classes!

Feeding the hungry
Welcoming the stranger
Clothing the naked

“humankind” is an invitation to families to respond to Jesus’ call to make a
difference together; to be His hands and feet where He is most needed in our
community. Such as:

 

Frontline's "Growing Up Poor in America", just over 53 minutes- this is an excellent
look at the many faces of poverty in America and how it effects our youth. New! 

Frontline's "Poor Kids", This 2017 documentary explores what poverty means to
children in America through the stories of three families. New! 

"Facts and Faces of Hunger in America" from FeedingAmerica.org It is a great way
to start a conversation on the many background stories of poverty & hunger in
America. New! 

https://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-
teaching/upload/cst-101-option-for-poor-vulnerable-discussion-guide.pdf 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c3gxBjtOzNM&list=PLt5PsPjJAk-
0b9BYRHUAxnlKMIv7qyZca&index=4

Longer video (8+ minutes) probably better for older students 5th-8th.You should
preview prior to showing to make you decision. https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=2mhqLPii4CM

Here are some resources for you to use:
Option for the Poor & Vulnerable 

https://stjoseph-libertyville.org/social-justice-service-commission
https://stjoseph-libertyville.org/food-pantry
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qAxQltlGodA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HQvetA1P4Yg
https://www.feedingamerica.org/research/hunger-in-america/facts-and-faces
https://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/upload/cst-101-option-for-poor-vulnerable-discussion-guide.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c3gxBjtOzNM&list=PLt5PsPjJAk-0b9BYRHUAxnlKMIv7qyZca&index=4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2mhqLPii4CM


https://amenapp.org/signup :The Augustine Institute is proud to introduce Amen, its
latest offering. Amen is the free Catholic app that brings you daily Mass readings,
beautiful prayers, faithful meditations, and nourishing Scripture to draw your
mind, body, and soul to rest in God. New!
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/ : Site has Saint of the Day, Daily meditations, blog &
other resources.  If you join their mailing list you are often offered to purchase
ebooks for 0.99 or up to $3.  Although they will email you at least 1x/day. New!
Pflaum: fill out the registration w/ all your info & where it asks for a customer number, it
is: 1114474  
http://www.usccb.org/ : United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
http://www.loyolapress.com/: Activity Finder, Catholic Resources & more Loyola Press:
once you get to their landing page, look to the top right for "Catholic Resources".
There are oodles of goodies there all for free! 
https://www.catechist.com/  lessons & activities, Catechist Formation & resources
http://www.bc.edu/sites/c21online/: Boston College’s Church for the 21st Century.
Some courses are free and some have a small fee that RE will cover under
Formation expenses.
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html: resources for your own
spiritual life
http://lifelongcatechesis.osv.com/ : Has resources for all ages and under “adolescents”
has a “question of the week” based on the gospel and background on all 3
readings.
http://www.wordamongus.org: Magazine for Catholics; has mediations, articles, things
for families- a lot is free, but not everything is.
http://www.smp.org/resourcecenter/ St. Mary’s Press Resource Center
https://www.smp.org/media/uploads/flipbook/22/flipbook/index.html?page=1 New!
St. Mary's Press Inspire, an online magazine w/ reflections, activities &
more!
http://www.handsonsuburbanchicago.org/ Looking for Service Project Ideas!?!? These
are all in the NW Suburbs!
https://www.thereligionteacher.com/ The Religion Teacher: has over 700 activities,
videos, worksheets & more!  You may use the link here but only some things are
free.  I have a subscription to this & am happy to look for resources for you!  (I paid
for a single vs group subscription.)

Catechist Resource CenterCatechist Resource Center

Below is some good background information on the gospel for Sunday,
October 31st. Please feel free to use it for your own knowledge & for class discussion.

 

https://amenapp.org/signup
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/
http://www.usccb.org/
http://www.usccb.org/
http://www.loyolapress.com/
https://www.catechist.com/
http://www.bc.edu/sites/c21online/
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html
http://lifelongcatechesis.osv.com/
http://www.wordamongus.org/
http://www.smp.org/resourcecenter/
https://www.smp.org/media/uploads/flipbook/22/flipbook/index.html?page=1
http://www.handsonsuburbanchicago.org/
https://www.thereligionteacher.com/


Context Connection

In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus is given a question by a scribe. This kind of
interac tion is very common at the time of Jesus. A great teacher is expected to
be able to draw on the wisdom of the Scriptures to respond to the theological
questions that are presented. The question is, “Which commandment is the first
of all?” (12:28). In responding to the scribe, Jesus is able to cleverly weave
together three essential concepts of Judaism: first, that God is one; second, that
believers need to love this one God with their total selves; and third, that
believers also have to love their neighbor as themselves. In weaving together
these key Jewish beliefs, Mark presents Jesus as a scribe himself, a scholar and
teacher of the Scriptures who was able to show their applications to daily life. In
his response to the question, Jesus relies on a Jewish prayer called the Shema
that he would have prayed each day and that everyone hearing him would
have known as well. Jesus also refers to Deuteronomy 6:4 and 6:5 and Leviticus
19:17. 

What happens next is surprising. The scribe who posed the question affirms
Jesus on his keen insight to the Scriptures and Jewish life. The scribe goes even
further to say that love of God, neighbor, and self is more important than the
ritual of burnt offerings. Then Jesus says to the scribe, “You are not far from the
kingdom of God” (12:34). Not all scribes were Jesus’s adversaries; some, because
of their knowledge and understanding, were led to know Jesus and embrace
him as the Messiah. What Jesus said was so profound that no more questions
were presented to him. “After that no one dared to ask him any question” (12:34).
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Tradition Connection

The fullness of the law of God is love. We are reminded in the Gospel that we are to love
God completely and to love our neighbor as ourselves. Love is the way to fulfill the law
that is demanded of us in the New Testament. 

For Jesus, humankind’s duty to God is to put into practice the one Great Com‐ 
mandment, the commandment of love. The reason for this is because God has chosen to
love us first. Because God has found us lovable, we are able to love others and God. As
sons and daughters of God, we were created in the image and likeness of God with
infinite value and dignity. God’s love for us, which is an unconditional love, assists us in
understanding our own worth and value. In recognizing that in ourselves, we are
compelled to recognize and honor that in other human beings. 

God has loved us first.

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mark/10?2
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mark/10?2


Wisdom Connection

In the Gospel of Mark, this incident stands out because it shows Jesus to be in
agreement with the central tenets of Judaism—there is one God, love God wholly
and completely, and love your neighbor as yourself. But it also shows Jesus as not
being at odds with all the religious leaders of his times. In other Gospel readings,
we will continue to hear of those Jewish religious leaders who will become
disciples of Jesus and therefore members of the early Christian communities. 

The message of today’s Gospel is a lifelong challenge for disciples of Jesus. It calls
us to always be about making present in our world the love of God that Jesus
revealed to us. We are to love God with our complete selves and allow that love
to be the same love with which we love others and ourselves.
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When we live out the two great commandments, we areWhen we live out the two great commandments, we are
living out all of God's commandmentsliving out all of God's commandments

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mark/10?2
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mark/10?2

