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CFF CLASSROOM
CHRONICLES

THE LATEST EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
FOR OUR CARING CATECHISTS!!

This Sunday, we hear John the Baptist proclaim repentance and forgivenessThis Sunday, we hear John the Baptist proclaim repentance and forgiveness
of sin.of sin.    Each Advent season our 2nd & 3rd Sunday gospels are about John theEach Advent season our 2nd & 3rd Sunday gospels are about John the
Baptist and his radical love & forgiveness of all. The one theme we hear over &Baptist and his radical love & forgiveness of all. The one theme we hear over &
over is that we are to dissolve whatever causes barriers between us & others.over is that we are to dissolve whatever causes barriers between us & others.  
  We are to strive for "We are to strive for "OnenessOneness".".

In the Google Drive folders 2021-22 Lesson Plans Cycle B-C
are the Teaching Guides Unit 2, Student Guides Unit 2
(Nov. 14- Jan. 9) & Seasonal Activities fall & holiday 2021!

Our mailboxes are in!!!   What does that mean to you!?!  Starting
December 5th, you will need to go to the Resource Rm to pick up your
Attendance Sheet as well as any materials you have requested for
your class.  If you need to make copies, you may do so as well as pick
up any bibles you may need.

Resource Room

Sunday Classes Tuesday Classes

Materials Request Forms

https://facebook.com/sjreligioused847/
https://www.instagram.com/sjreligioused847/


You, Catechists, are the focus of Pope Francis' prayers for the month of December!
Click on the image below to watch a video from the Pope.

8th Grade Catechists: Please remind your students & their parents that the
Confirmation Forms are due this coming week & the Candidacy letter is due the week
of Dec. 12th.  They may download just the forms & the Candidacy letter template here.

7th & 8th Grade Catechists: Please let your students know that if they are looking for
service projects, we have had a CFF family reach out to us to see if any Jr High
students are able to babysit in January & February.  If you have students who are
interested, please have them or their parents contact me at mnelson@stjoseph-
libertyville.org 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A2LMlbajZGI&t=3s
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/11109/documents/2021/12/2021-22%20Confirmation%20Forms.pdf
mailto:mnelson@stjoseph-libertyville.org
mailto:mnelson@stjoseph-libertyville.org


Join us in the Koenig Center at 7pm TONIGHT!

Our homilies are posted on our podcast every week. Take a moment to listen. Joe
Tomaso, Dir. of Adult Faith Formation, shares the details of our upcoming Advent
series. https://stjoseph-libertyville.org/homilies

Do You Know!?!Do You Know!?!
How to access resources featured in our Resource CenterHow to access resources featured in our Resource Center  

Our Sunday Visitor- Lifelong CatechesisOur Sunday Visitor- Lifelong Catechesis

Background on all readings for Sundays
Question of the Week for different ages:

Question for Children: What things do you do to get ready for a big event or
celebration?
Question for Youth: How do you share the Good News of Jesus with others?
Question for Adults: Name one thing you can do to help “prepare the way of the
Lord?”

Activity of the Week

https://stjoseph-libertyville.org/homilies
https://stjoseph-libertyville.org/homilies
http://lifelongcatechesis.osv.com/


https://amenapp.org/signup :The Augustine Institute is proud to introduce Amen, its
latest offering. Amen is the free Catholic app that brings you daily Mass readings,
beautiful prayers, faithful meditations, and nourishing Scripture to draw your
mind, body, and soul to rest in God. 
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/ : Site has Saint of the Day, Daily meditations, blog &
other resources.  If you join their mailing list you are often offered to purchase
ebooks for 0.99 or up to $3.  Although they will email you at least 1x/day. 
Pflaum: fill out the registration w/ all your info & where it asks for a customer number, it
is: 1114474  
http://www.usccb.org/ : United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
http://www.loyolapress.com/: Activity Finder, Catholic Resources & more Loyola Press:
once you get to their landing page, look to the top right for "Catholic Resources".
There are oodles of goodies there all for free! 
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-
year/advent/calendars/advent-calendar-for-adults/ Advent Calendars & loads of
Advent resources! New for Advent!*
https://www.catechist.com/  lessons & activities, Catechist Formation & resources
http://www.bc.edu/sites/c21online/: Boston College’s Church for the 21st Century.
Some courses are free and some have a small fee that RE will cover under
Formation expenses.
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html: resources for your own
spiritual life
http://lifelongcatechesis.osv.com/ : Has resources for all ages and under “adolescents”
has a “question of the week” based on the gospel and background on all 3
readings.
http://www.wordamongus.org: Magazine for Catholics; has mediations, articles, things
for families- a lot is free, but not everything is.
http://www.smp.org/resourcecenter/ St. Mary’s Press Resource Center
https://www.smp.org/media/uploads/flipbook/26/flipbook/index.html?page=1 St.
Mary's Press Inspire, an online magazine w/ reflections, activities & more!
New for Advent!*
http://www.handsonsuburbanchicago.org/ Looking for Service Project Ideas!?!? These
are all in the NW Suburbs!
https://www.thereligionteacher.com/ The Religion Teacher: has over 700 activities,
videos, worksheets & more!  You may use the link here but only some things are
free.  I have a subscription to this & am happy to look for resources for you!  (I paid
for a single vs group subscription.)

Catechist Resource CenterCatechist Resource Center

Below is some good background information on the gospel for Sunday,
December 5. Please feel free to use it for your own knowledge & for class discussion.

 

https://amenapp.org/signup
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/
http://www.usccb.org/
http://www.usccb.org/
http://www.loyolapress.com/
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/advent/calendars/advent-calendar-for-adults/
https://www.catechist.com/
http://www.bc.edu/sites/c21online/
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html
http://lifelongcatechesis.osv.com/
http://www.wordamongus.org/
http://www.smp.org/resourcecenter/
https://www.smp.org/media/uploads/flipbook/26/flipbook/index.html?page=1
http://www.handsonsuburbanchicago.org/
https://www.thereligionteacher.com/


Context Connection

Luke takes great care to seat the beginning of John’s ministry in contemporary
his tory. The Evangelist introduces several individuals who are mentioned later
in his Gospel: Pontius Pilate; Herod Antipas, one of the sons of Herod the Great;
An nas; and Caiaphas. When we look in other historical resources for the names
Luke includes in his Gospel, here is what we learn: 

• Historians usually date Tiberius Caesar’s imperial rule from AD 14, which puts
the time of John the Baptist’s ministry at about AD 28–29 (see 3:1). Pilate was in
charge of Judea from AD 26 to AD 36. 

• After Herod the Great died, his kingdom was divided among his sons: Herod
Antipas in Galilee, Philip in Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Abilene in Lysanias. A
fourth son, Archelaus, was king of Judea but did such a horrendous job that the
Roman emperor, Augustus, replaced him with a Roman procurator, who at this
time in history was Pontius Pilate. Herod Antipas ruled the Galilee area until AD
39. 

• Only one high priest at a time held office. From historical accounts, we know
that Annas was high priest from AD 6 to AD 15 and that Caiaphas, the son-in-
law of Annas, was high priest from AD 18 to AD 36. 

This Sunday’s Gospel is about God’s calling John, the son of Zechariah, in the
pattern of the Old Testament prophets (see Jeremiah 1:4): “The word of God
came to John” (3:2). John is the last of the old prophets and the bridge to the
new prophet Jesus. Luke quotes Isaiah 40:3: “The voice of one crying out in the
wilder ness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight’” (3:4). John
preaches a message of repentance and forgiveness of sins, “a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins” (3:3). His message is a call to conversion.
For John, baptism marks this conversion. A variety of other groups at this time
also used baptism as an outward action to indicate an internal conversion.
John’s prophetic role is to teach about morals that call individuals to righteous
deeds and conversion of heart. God seizes John with an intense fire to proclaim
his prophetic message of conver sion of heart and acting with justice toward
one’s neighbor. 

T H E  S E C O N D  S U N D A Y  O F  A D V E N T  L K  3 : 1 - 6

Tradition Connection 

Just as God called John to be a prophet to prepare the way of Jesus, he calls each of us
(see CCC, number 1877). We find an ideal relationship of unity in love in our Triune God—
the perfect example of how humans living in a society are invited to create similar
relationships of love. We are called to have a discerning spirit so we can recognize how
we are able to live out the Beatitudes in our society. 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/18?33


Wisdom Connection

In John 18:36, Jesus says, “My kingdom is not from this world.” The Father gives
Jesus kingship over both heaven and earth. Jesus’s Kingdom is not an earthly
kingdom that is finite but rather a heavenly Kingdom that lasts forever. Each
Sunday in the Nicene Creed, we pray: “[Jesus] ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end” (Sacramentary, page
368). Jesus ascends to this position of honor by bearing witness to the truth,
even dying on a cross. John 18:37 tells us that Jesus’s purpose for taking on
human form is “to testify to the truth.” The way to truth then is through Jesus
Christ. All we need to do is listen to Jesus. (13:32). So why worry about it? Not
even Jesus the Son knows. We should live our lives each day as faithful followers
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. That is something we can control.

T H E  S E C O N D  S U N D A Y  O F  A D V E N T  L K  3 : 1 - 6

People who experience a conversion of heart are raised to be concerned about the well-
being of others. After recognizing the conditions in society that cause unjust situations,
they seek appropriate remedies to advance justice rather than hinder it.   God’s grace
assists us in this social consciousness (see CCC, number 1889). 

The conversion of the heart, which was at the center of John’s message, calls individuals
to attune their whole selves to God.

Make a banner that reads: “Prepare the Way of the Lord”. Use poster paper and
decorate the banner with crayons or markers. Ask each family member to share
what he or she can do this week to clear the way for the coming of Jesus.

Discuss with your family what “rocks” need to be cleared from your family so you
will be a more loving family, working together for the Lord.

Take out family photos and symbols of your child’s baptism. Share stories of that
special day.

John the Baptist was a herald of the good news of the kingdom of God. Talk about
the people and families who have been heralds of the good news for you. Send
them a note to thank them for sharing who they are.

Activity of the Week

Second Sunday of Advent 
 (https://lifelongcatechesis.osv.com/activity_of_the_week/en/second_sunday_of_advent)
Choose one of the following activities as a way to further reflect on the Sunday
readings:

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/18?33
https://lifelongcatechesis.osv.com/activity_of_the_week/en/second_sunday_of_advent

