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CFF CLASSROOM
CHRONICLES

THE LATEST EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
FOR OUR CARING CATECHISTS!!

Amen, I say to you, whoever does not accept the kingdom of God
like a child will not enter it."                                              -Mark 10:15

We heard You!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Due to the many catechists needing subs for Oct 10th, we are canceling class
that day!!!! Yup, that's right.  However, we WILL have class on Tuesday, Oct. 12th. 
 To even things out, we will cancel class on Tuesday, November 23!  Those of you
who had secured Substitutes please contact them & let them know.

**Please contact Jasmine Gonzalez with all your catechist needs. Think of her
as our Catechist Resource person!**

CFF Advisory Commission I along with Fr. Trout will be putting together an
advisory commission.  This commission will be comprised of parents, catechists,
former catechists &/or parents and potentially parishioners at large.  The goal of
the commission will be to advise the Director on ways to build community,
communication and enhance faith formation for our children & parents alike. 

Important Reminder: When taking attendance, please take your time. We have
had some students marked absent when they were present & vice versa. We don't
want to alarm parents when we call about absences. Also, please make sure you
are taking attendance on both sheets, should we have to evacuate, you would
bring your black folder w/ the current attendance with you so emergency people
know who to look for.

https://facebook.com/sjreligioused847/
https://www.instagram.com/sjreligioused847/
mailto:jgonzalez@stjoseph-libertyville.org


Blessing of the Animals! In honor of
the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi, the
parish will have a Blessing of the
Animals on Sunday, October 3rd at
4pm in the Sunrise Rotary Park! It's
the purrr-fect time to show off the
other members of your family!  You
may wish to take some time during
that class to teach the students
about St. Francis & have a coloring
sheet for them.  I'm happy to send
something out to anyone interested!

Saint Posters are due the week of October 10 & the Saint Showcase is on Sunday, October, 24th
at the 5pm Mass.
This year, 2021-22, due to COVID there are 2 options for our 8th Grade Confirmation Retreat. 
 Catechists, please send the link to the Google Form so parents may choose which date their child
will attend, so that we may plan accordingly.  Deadline to select a date is October, 20, 2021.  If
they have not selected a date by then, their child will be placed in the Saturday, January 22, 1pm
retreat w/ Terry Nelson-Johnson here at St. Joseph's. Please pass this information on to your
families.

The form to fill out is at https://forms.gle/j4DmjJRXKfwJJABDA

8th Grade Confirmation Catechists, we have a few important dates approaching!
 

1st Communion Catechists, there is a 2nd Grade Parent Meeting approaching!
 
There is a 2nd Grade, 1st Communion Parent Meeting on Tuesday, November 9th at 7pm (time
change) in the Koenig Center.  Please pass this information on to your families.  Parents who are
unable to attend, meeting notes & forms will be sent out a day or two later.

Don't forget to check out the resources at https://www.pflaumweeklies.com/ 
&  https://loyolapress.com/ .  For Loyola Press, once you get to their landing page, look to the
top right for "Catholic Resources".  There are oodles of goodies there all for free!  Pflaum
update: Some of you have mentioned that Pflaum asks for a username or password, it has
never asked me that, if it does for you, fill out the registration w/ all your info & where it asks for
a customer number, it is: 1114474

https://forms.gle/j4DmjJRXKfwJJABDA
https://www.pflaumweeklies.com/
https://loyolapress.com/


As a reminder, we have tweaked our dismissal-
to help alleviate some of the crowding when
parents pick up their children. Please pay special
attention. 

Arrival: Parents of PrK-2nd may walk their child
to class and then continue walking to exit through
Door Q for the next few weeks. This gives a
clean, one-way, flow of traffic.

Dismissal: We will be staggering our dismissal as an extra layer of precaution.
Students in PreK-2nd grade will be released at 10:05AM Sundays/5:35PM
Tuesdays. We ask parents to park in the bank parking lot just east on Hurlburt Ct &
Park Pl. Gr 3-8 will dismiss at their normal time (10:15AM/5:45PM). We will have some
open parking in the large lot on the south side of Hurlburt Ct. Please be courteous to
those parishioners who are arriving for the 10:45AM Drive-In Mass.

In addition parents of PreK-2nd may walk in to pick up their child from class
for the next few weeks and then continue walking through the hallway to exit
through Door Q located on Hurlburt.

Students in grades 3-6 will exit by going down the hallways that all will wind up in
the small playground with the yellow tents behind the school. They will exit through
doors M, N, O & K.  There will be hall monitors to guide them. Please WALK to the small
playground to pick up your children. This means we will NOT have anyone exit through the
main entrance or to that sidewalk below! Everyone winds up in the small playground with the
yellow tents. 

Below is some good background information on the gospel for Sunday,
October 3rd. Please feel free to use it for your own knowledge & for class discussion.

 

Please Do NOT dismiss your class until AFTER I have indicated so over the PA!  It leads to
noise in the hallways & it is a distraction to the other classes.

Please remember that if you need photocopies, craft materials, extra books, pretty
much anything- to fill out a Materials Requisition Form.  We ask that you give the
CFF Office at least 1 wk. advance notice.  Asking for items just before class starts
increases chaos and is difficult to have materials ready for your class.  There will
always be unexpected needs, but if we can try to minimize them, that would be
great!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_bMrEU9HeXI
https://stjoseph-libertyville.org/catechist-chronicles


Context Connection

The topic of Sunday’s Gospel—divorce—touches each of our lives either directly
or indirectly. Divorce was an issue in Jesus’s day, and it is an issue in
contemporary society.

In Jesus’s day, the father of the bride, the groom, and the groom’s father usually
arranged the marriage, which was finalized by writing and signing a marriage
contract. Once the marriage contract was agreed upon, the couple was
betrothed and then had about a year to get to know each other before the
actual marriage ceremony took place. Unlike our custom today, the betrothal
was not a dating or engagement period. Once the contract was signed, the
couple was considered married.

Divorce was a concession for those situations in which the arrangement did
not work out. The certificate of divorce, given to the woman by the man, allowed
the woman to remarry (see Deuteronomy 24:2).

What did Jesus have to say about the divorce concession? This Sunday’s Gospel
opens with the Pharisees’ testing Jesus with the question, “Is it lawful for a man
to divorce his wife?” (10:2). Does that question sound strange? The “Law” the
Pharisees are referring to is the Mosaic Law, which was founded on the Ten
Commandments.

In good rabbinic style, that is, answering a question with a question, Jesus
responds, “What did Moses command you?” (10:3). When the Pharisees say,
“Moses allowed a man to write a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her” (10:4),
Jesus has a few things to say in response.

First, though, it is important to know that in Jesus’s day, serious abuses of the
divorce concession were occurring. Divorce was being granted for all kinds of
reasons, from the very trivial charge that a wife had cooked a dish badly to the
more serious accusation of adultery. So, in response to the Pharisees, and in light
of the ongoing abuses of the divorce concession, Jesus challenges them to
reexamine the original intent of marriage. He says to them: “From the beginning
of creation, ‘God made them male and female.’ For this reason a man shall leave
his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one
flesh’” (10:7–8).

O C T O B E R  3 ,  2 0 2 1 :  T W E N T Y - S E V E N T H  S U N D A Y  I N  O R D I N A R Y  T I M E
M K  1 0 : 2 - 1 6  O R  1 0 : 2 - 1 2

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mark/10?2


Wisdom Connection

Jesus protests against the attitude about divorce that has developed within his society.
He raises his protest by focusing his listeners on the original purpose of marriage. He
emphasizes the sanctity of marriage and the commitment of a man and a woman to
grow together through a perpetual and exclusive relationship
.
The challenge for each couple is to go beyond the concessions in the law and to nurture
a covenantal relationship with each other. Because marriage is a sacrament, which
makes it a commitment between a man and a woman before God, Jesus asks us to
consider marriage a contract for life.

Create a life that feels good on the inside, not just one that
looks good on the outside.

Tradition Connection
The Catechism tells us that marriage for Catholics is a sacrament “by which a man and
a woman establish between themselves a partnership of the whole of life” (number 1601).
The Catholic Church teaches that the sacrament of Matrimony gives the couple the
graces needed to live a life of fidelity to, and in covenant with, each other and God. For
Catholics, marriage, by its nature, is lifelong and exclusively involves the husband and
wife (see CCC, number 1638).

In Mark 10:9, Jesus speaks of the indissoluble nature of marriage: “Therefore what God
has joined together, let no one separate” (10:9). (See also CCC, number 1614.)
In Jesus’s own teaching, he emphasizes the permanence of marriage as something
willed by God. But Christ does not place the demand to stay married without divorce
without also providing the grace needed to live it. Christ gives us the power, through the
Holy Spirit, to live in a permanently committed relationship. The same power that unites
Christ and the Church also unites a wife and husband.
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