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While Jesus was with them, he took bread, 
said the blessing, broke it, and gave it to 
them. With that their eyes were opened 
and they recognized him and he was made 
known to them in the breaking of bread.
								                       Luke 24:30, 31a, 35b

First Communion

May 2, 2026 — 10:00 a.m.
May 9, 2026 — 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.

St. Joseph Catholic Church
Libertyville, Illinois
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Rev. Jacque Beltran
Pastor

Rev. Emanuel Torres-Fuentes
Associate Pastor

Deacon Dan Coughlin
Deacon George Kashmar

Welcome to all the families and friends of our First Communion candidates. We are delighted you are here
to celebrate this significant milestone in the lives of your children. Whether you are a member of the

St. Joseph Catholic faith community or another parish, or a visitor from another faith, Christian denomination 
or of no religious affiliation, we extend a heartfelt welcome and invitation to open 

your hearts to the celebration of this sacred mystery.

Over a two-year period of preparation, our young people explored the possibility that First Communion is
not a singular sacramental moment in the life of the believer, but rather, the continuation of a journey of the

three Sacraments of Initiation: Baptism, First Eucharist and Confirmation.

A Special Thanks
to the catechists and aides who shared their time and talents helping to 

prepare our children to receive their First Holy Communion.

Children’s Faith Formation Staff
Jasmine Gonzalez, Coordinator of Children’s Faith Formation

Arantxa Diaz, Children’s Faith Formation Assistant
Judy Schmerer, Ministries Assistant

Children’s Faith Formation 2nd Grade Catechists

School Staff
Liz Hein, Principal

Kate Aeono, Assistant Principal
Jennifer Sullivan, Assistant Principal

School 2nd Grade Catechists

With Gratitude to our St. Joseph Music Ministry 
for Assisting our Sung Prayer Today.

Alejandra Dominguez 
Laura Jakubowski

Carl Hansel
Julie Harper

Kacyn Diaz
Kristin Mazur
Alicia Bannon

Samantha Applegate Marisa Macdonald

• Please, no flash photography during the Mass.
• Please maintain a spirit of prayer for all our young people during this sacred moment.
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THE  ORDER  OF  MASS
Introductory Rites

Entrance Song — Welcome and Wanted					   
All stand.			   The Assembly sings:									      

Sign of the Cross
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 	 R   Amen.

Greeting
Priest: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all.		  R   And with your spirit.

Penitential Rite
Deacon: Lord Jesus, you are the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world: Lord, have mercy. 
R  Lord, have mercy. 
Deacon: Christ Jesus, you are the Son of the living God: Christ, have mercy.   R   Christ, have mercy. 
Deacon: Lord Jesus, you remain with us always in the bread and wine, your Body and Blood: Lord, 
have mercy.	 R   Lord, have mercy.
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Gloria		  Mass of St. Ann by Ed Bolduc, Text © 2010 ICEL, WLP

The Assembly sings:

Collect			         Please be seated after the Opening Prayer.
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Liturgy of the Word
First Reading — 1 Corinthians 10: 16-17 
		

Responsorial Psalm — Psalm 118
The Assembly sings the Refrain:

Gospel Acclamation	       Please stand.
The Assembly sings:

“I am the living bread that 
came down from heaven, 

says the Lord; whoever 
eats this bread 

will live forever.”

Introduction to the Gospel
Priest: The Lord be with you.           R And with your spirit.
Priest: A reading from the Holy Gosel according to Luke             R   Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel — Luke 22: 14-20

After the Gospel, please be seated.

Brothers and Sisters: When we drink from the cup 
that we ask God to bless, isn’t that sharing in the 
blood of Christ? When we eat the bread that we 
break, isn’t that sharing in the body of Christ? By 

sharing in the same loaf of bread, we become one 
body, even though there are many of us.

The word of the Lord.    R  Thanks be to God.

     When the hour came, he took his place at table 
with the apostles. He said to them, “I have eagerly 
desired to eat this Passover with you before I suf-
fer, for, I tell you, I shall not eat it [again] until there 
is fulfillment in the kingdom of God.” Then he took 
a cup, gave thanks, and said, “Take this and share 
it among yourselves; for I tell you [that] from this 
time on I shall not drink of the fruit of the vine until 

the kingdom of God comes.”
     Then he took the bread, said the blessing, broke 
it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, 
which will be given for you; do this in memory of 
me.” And likewise the cup after they had eaten, 
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
which will be shed for you.
The Gospel of the Lord. 
R   Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

1. Give thanks to the Lord for he is good.
His love endures forever.
Let the house of Israel say:
“His love endures forever.”

2. "The Lord's right hand is exalted. The 
Lord's right hand has done mighty deeds."  

I shall not die, I shall live and recount 
the deeds of the Lord.

3.  The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone.
By the Lord has this been done,
a marvel in our eyes.



6

Homily
Renewal of Baptismal Promises		 Please stand.
Priest:  Do you believe in God, our creator, who called you into life and knows you by name and loves you?
R  I do!
Priest:	 Do you believe in Jesus, who loves you and who died and rose to give you new life?  R  I do!
Priest:	 Do you believe in the Holy Spirit who lives in you and makes you holy?  R  I do!
Priest:	 Do you want always to try to live the way your loving God wants you to live, by avoiding what is 
bad and trying to do what is good?   R  I do!
Priest:	 Do you believe that God forgives us and calls us to forgive one another?   R  I do!
Priest:	 Do you believe that because of Jesus we will live forever and ever?   R  I do!
Priest:	 This is our faith. This is the faith of the Church. We are proud to profess it, in Christ Jesus Our 
Lord.		  R		  Amen!

Universal Prayer	 R  Lord, hear our prayer.	 After the conclusion, please be seated.

Liturgy of the Eucharist
Offertory Song — Set Your Hearts on the Higher Gifts
The Assembly sings:
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Priest: Pray, brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father. 
    The people rise and reply: 

R   May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for the praise and glory of his name, for our good 
and the good of all his holy Church. 

Preface Dialogue
Priest: The Lord be with you.			   R   And with your spirit.
Priest: Lift up your hearts.				    R    We lift them up to the Lord.
Priest: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 	 R    It is right and just.

Eucharistic Acclamations	 Mass of St. Ann by Ed Bolduc, Text © 2010 ICEL, WLP

	 Preface Acclamation/Holy							     

After the Preface Acclamation, please kneel.

	 Mystery of Faith			   						    

	 Great Amen	

				    		  			 

After the final Accclamation, please stand.
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Communion Rite
Our Father
Sign of Peace   Priest: The peace of the Lord be with you always.	      R   And with your spirit. 

Lamb of God									              	    

Priest: Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are those 
called to the supper of the Lamb. 

R    Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but only say the word and my soul shall 
be healed.

As the candidates come forward to receive the sacrament we are asked 
to be in prayer for all of the candidates. 

Communion Songs
With This Bread	 The Assembly sings:

1. To offer assistance when others are blind to the need, 
to give loving care to each other is planting God’s seed. 
Walking the promise and falling on mercy, 
believing we’ll walk with you. To Refrain

2. Washing the wounds of division, we seek to ease pain.
Sharing the burden of others, like God’s gentle rain. 
Befriending the one who is lonely and lost, 
believing we’ll walk  with you.   To Refrain

3. We hold the key to our future as we share our souls, 
nurturing love in a time when compassion unfolds. 
Dancing in joy, sharing in wonder the prayer that we sing to you. To Refrain
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I Am the Bread of Life	     The Assembly sings:
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These Alone Are Enough
The Assembly sings:

Blessing of Religious Articles Brought by the First Communicants

Concluding Rites
Blessing and Dismissal
Priest: The Lord be with you.	 	  R   And with your spirit.

Deacon: Bow down for the blessing.

Priest: May the effects of your sacred blessing, O Lord, make themselves felt among your faithful, to 

prepare with spiritual sustenance the minds of all, that they may be strengthened by the power of your 

love to carry out works of charity. Through Christ our Lord.	 R   Amen.

Priest: And may the blessing of almighty God, the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy Spirit, come 

down on you and remain with you for ever.  	 R   Amen.

Deacon: Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your life.	 R   Thanks be to God.
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Sending Forth Song — I Send You Out
The Assembly sings:
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First Communicants — 2026

Austin Anderson
Brianna Angel
Penny Bahena
Tyler Baier
Jace Banea
Aaron Bartuch
Ellis Beeson
Penelope Beltran
McKenna Benassi
Caroline Boe
Evelyn Bosch
Hannah Bouril
Aran Boyle
Emma Brasky
Hannah Bries
Owen Brzezinski
Amelia Bunzol
Lauren Bustamante
Louisa Carani
Carson Charnow
Charlotte Clark
Wyatt Connolly
Cooper Curry
Clara De Gryse
Elly De Gryse
Keaghan Delaney
Molly Driessen
Luca Dudek
Amelia Duffey
Charlie Faith
Jack Faith
Scarlett Felling
Jude Fiore
Nathaniel Gadomski
Nicolas Barroso-Garcia

Morgan Gilsinger
McKenzie Gilsinger
Forrest Grandi
Jackson Grant
Gabriella Grove
Sasha Grubb
Brenden Hadle
Rosalind Hansel
Zachary Harper
Thomas Haws
Kenneth Heidle
Margaret Heissel-Tracy
Jaxon Hernandez
Tessa Knotts
Mackenzie Koch
Lucas Kroeter
Everett Kult
Forrest Laidley
Genevieve Lang
Henry Lockowitz
Noah Lutz
Victor Macalaguin
Weston Martin

Holden Martin
Lucas Mazur
Claire McClatchey
Olivia McGhee
Rowan Michalak
Kolton Mitchell
James Morrissey
Reid Movall
Noah Musser
Xavier Nadakapadam
Emilia Nelson
Nicholas Nigro
Caroline Obiala
Grace O’Leary
Arthur Oliveira
Zawadi Onyango
Fiona Owen
Anna Pacini
Jack Palluck
Melina Philp
Kayla Philp
John Pleines
Mason Powell

Logan Puga
Jordan Putz
June Quinn
Madeline Ralph
Jack Roessler
Stella Rossetti
Marek Roszkowiak
Kinley Schlesinger
Anabelle Schnell
Peter Senatore
Caroline Silver
Jackson Siman
Edward Sindles IV
Colton Snyder
Patrick Sondalle
Abigael Stafford
Madelyn Stanczak
Savannah Standish
Elizabeth Steel
Cole Stein
Oliver Szelag
Landon Tait
Henry Theis
William Theis
Elena Torrelles
Jose Torres-Contreras
Lindsey Torres-Contreras
Quinn Treacy
Sofia Valencia
Martin Valencia Falsitta
Mateo Wust
Chiara Yoshikay
Nora Zabrowski
Maeve Ziemann

You are invited to bring your First 
Communion banner or wear your 

First Communion outfit to our 
Corpus Christi celebration on 

Sunday, June 7 at the 9:00 or 11:00 
a.m. Mass to celebrate the Eucharist!

• Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © 2010, International Commission on English in the Liturgy (ICEL). The English translation of 
the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, (ICEL). Music reprinted by permission under One License, A-704425. No portion of this 
text may be reproduced by any means without permission in writing from the copyright owner. All music text in this worship aid is Concordat cum originali 
by appropriate ecclesiastical authority that the material is free from doctrinal and moral error. 
• Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States, second typical edition, Copyright © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian 
Doctrine; Psalm refrain © 1968, 1981, 1997, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. Neither this work nor any part of it may 
be reproduced, distributed, performed or displayed in any medium, including electronic or digital, without permission in writing from the copyright owner.


