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Our Sacred Purpose 

 

Christ-led, 
 

Christ-fed, 
 

and 
 

Hope-filled 

 

The Diocese of Ogdensburg joyfully 

 

invites the people of the 
 

North Country to the journey 
 

of faith through the proclamation of 
 

the Gospel, 
 

the celebration of the Eucharist, and 
 

the Sacraments, and the 
 

loving service of  neighbor. 
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Daily Prayer This Week 

This brief half week before Lent begins can be a great time for us to reflect 

upon the journey that each of us is on. We are on the road with Jesus and we 

sometimes seem to be partially blind. We hear him describe for us how much 

he wants us to be intimately involved in his self-giving love for others, yet our 

everyday concerns are too often self-absorbed. And, for the big decisions and 

small choices we continually face, we seek wisdom, clarity, the path that is just, 

honorable, even heroic. The readings for this week really can help us shape the 

desires we talk with our Lord about in the background of our daily journey each 

day. 

We can start by asking for the grace not to be possessed by our possessions. A 

simple look around will help us get in touch with how attached we are to things 

that limit our availability to more completely follow Jesus. Even when we know 

how rewarding it is to follow our Lord, we are tempted to turn it into a tempta-

tion. Who doesn't ask, “Who is the greatest?” We need grace this week to be 

renewed in our conviction that our mission is as servants, placing ourselves at 

the needs of others before our own. It is difficult to know what we are unable 

to see. We can ask Jesus to heal our blindness and to allow us to follow him on 

the road, especially when it leads us to Jerusalem - taking up our crosses, out of 

grateful love. 

Sometimes, the most ordinary of weeks can carry the deepest graces. The 

“work” we do to “place ourselves” in grace-filled situations is all about focus. It 

starts in the morning, in getting ourselves to a place in which we can name a 

need, a desire, which might not be very obvious, even though it is sitting in the 

center of our hearts. It takes a little practice to get good at this self-

examination and humble openness to grace. After a while, it is so fulfilling, 

because it is so real. 

One part of the joy of this journey is coming to realize, to experience personally, 

that the God I deeply desire to find, wants infinitely more to be in a loving rela-

tionship with me. In every Ordinary Time life, there are “good days” and “bad 

days,” but in this type of daily prayer, none of our days are ever alone. 

Then, Lent begins. 

For these first four days it will be a great help to set aside some time, even if it 

means getting up a half an hour earlier each morning, to read about what Lent 

can mean and to let that soak into our hearts. The key is not to be somber or 

severe in any way, but to know that this is a time of great grace so that we can 

be attentive to it. The first thing to remember is that these 40 days are a gift to 

us. We are not trying to save ourselves by our Lenten practices. God has al-

ready saved us. We are only trying to let God get our attention and to give 

grace a chance to work in us. 

These days are critically important for choosing to establish some Lenten pat-

terns. Depending upon our age or health, we will want to do some fasting and 

abstinence, in regard to food. But, each of us can choose what else we can fast 

and abstain from during Lent. 

What practices of mine get in the way of my being open to hearing God's 

Word and responding freely? That's what needs transforming. Giving up need-

ing to be right, fasting from my impatience, totally abstaining from escapist 

fantasies will open our hearts to God's grace. None of that takes extra time. It 

just takes desire. Adding new acts of kindness, gratitude and love each day for 

family and friends will open our hearts to the greater acts of charity and gener-

osity for the poor. 

Finally, Lent is the perfect time to choose to grow in gratitude. Every night, 

before going to bed, let us be faithful to giving thanks to the Lord who has given 

us so many blessings and offers us new graces each and every day. 
Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web site: 
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   Ash Wednesday Mass Schedule 
              7:15 am Mass 

             12:10 pm Mass 

               5:30 pm Mass 

 

Reminder 
Ash Wednesday is a day of abstinence and fasting 

All Fridays in Lent are days of Abstinence 

February 2017  

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ:  

How should we respond to this reality (World Day of 
Migrants and Refugees 2017)? With this simple       ques-
tion, Pope Francis places before us the invitation and 
the challenge to live the Gospel mandate of welcoming 
the stranger.  

The current worldwide refugee and immigration crisis brings us face to 
face with our Baptismal call to be a beacon of hope for all people. Je-
sus welcomed the children. He reached out in             compassion to the 
sick and the outcast. He never turned His gaze away from the margin-
alized. Every broken person who                encountered Jesus found 
themselves in the presence of one who restored their dignity and 
worth.  

The majority of refugees are fleeing war, persecution, oppression and 
other violence. These individuals and families are seeking   safety, eco-
nomic security and a better life. Our own North Country hosts several 
hundred men and women who migrate here to     provide essential 
labor for the dairy farms and apple orchards. How do we think about 
and speak about these men and women? How do we include them in 
our community or parish? What type of outreach do we provide to 
them? Their goal is to earn money for their families. Most of them will 
return home after two or three years. Will they take home stories of 
the kindness and hospitality of the people of the North Country or will 
they return to their country with stories of rejection and hostility? We 
are the ones who will make the difference as to which story becomes 
the          on-going narrative.  

Many of our brothers and sisters in our global community are suffer-
ing. Forced to flee their homes and their countries, they   experience 
exploitation, violence, hunger and homelessness. They live in fear. As 
long as they suffer, we suffer. Their pain is our pain. Demeaning rheto-
ric and hateful behavior towards our suffering brothers and sisters 
should leave us heartbroken.  

We all agree that fair, efficient and stringent vetting policies and prac-
tices are needed. No one argues against secure borders. However, we 
must remain vigilant that our policies are not based on exaggerated 
fear, racism, ethnic oppression or religious intolerance. Other than our 
Native American brothers and sisters, we all claim an immigrant past. 
Many of our families came to the United States because they were 
fleeing religious, economic and other types of oppression and persecu-
tion.  

Our nation experiences a deep richness in culture when ethnic groups 
live in peace with one another and share their diversity. Our industries, 
universities, healthcare systems and other institutions are strength-
ened by the gifts and talents of our immigrant      neighbors. Our Cath-
olic faith compels us to unclench our fists and open our arms, as Jesus 
did on the cross. Opening our minds and hearts to acknowledge that 
we are part of the human community will motivate us to think and 
behave as people of welcome and compassion. We will be capable of 
allowing the light of the Gospel to shine on this current humanitarian 
crisis. It is only then that we can answer Pope Francis question “How 
should we respond to this reality”?  

I invite you to pray for all of us. May our hearts and minds be open to 
living the Gospel values of charity, justice and hospitality. Let us pray 
for our brothers and sisters who are suffering from violence, persecu-
tion and oppression. Let us join together to pray for our global com-
munity. May peace be the goal and the reality.  

Faithfully yours in Christ,  

Most Reverend Terry R. LaValley , 
Bishop of Ogdensburg  
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Pauline Proulx, Arlene Maroney, Jack Regan, Karen Stever, Linda Trill, Anna McKenna, Anthony Santana, Jeri & Mike Gorman, Joan Courchesne, 

Pat White, Floyd Firman, Steve Connelly, Barbara Kelly, Linda Boise, Stephanie McKeel, Jeffrey White, Brenda Sanderson, Camille Brown, Chubby 

LeRoux, Paul Marsh, Danny Law, Eugenia Jusiak, Scarlett Friot, Missie Proulx, Sami Curtis, Lynn Watson, Jeannine Ballard, Rita Lawrence, Wayne 

Willette, Meggan Whiteford, Patricia Hayden, Jana & Jeremy Cassler, Irene Krenceski, David Datush, John Steiger, Grace Casselman, Larry LaParr, 

Joan Clarke, Fred Feddersen, Sarah Castle, Charles Dominy, Matilda Mary Smith, Natalie teRiele, Coltin Miller, Margaret    McDonald, Sue Briggs, 

Mary Villnave, Barbara Moritz, Zachary Hamilton, Jean Baycura, Darren Greenwood, Leward & Betty Lucia, Dan Kinsley, Shirley Ames, Tom Stuart, Eric 

Whitmarsh, Jenny Cook, Shirley LaMendola, Shirley Burns, John Bessette, Sarah Bogart, David Butler, Gordon C. Gladden, Ethel Thomas, Eric Sonsini, 

Laura Lombard, Timothy Bogart, Eric Roach, Clarence Austin, Oliver White and Joseph Gaurino. 

Surviving Spouse Friendship and  
Support Group  

Support Group meets the first Thursday of the month 

March 2 at The Meadows Restaurant at 9a.m.  

Please join us. For more information and for restau-

rant planning purposes please call:  Lita Maroney 379-1650; Mary Ames 

379-9279; Ivy Martin 265-4959; Carolyn Shelmidine 386-4378.  

“No one can serve two masters.” Which master 
will you choose to serve? Are you being called to 
serve the Lord and others in the consecrated life, 
diaconate or priesthood? If God is calling you, talk 
to Fr. Todd or Fr. Doug  at (315) 386-2543/

dlucia@rcdony.org or  
Fr. Tom Higman at (518) 594-3907/thigman@rcdony.org 
Cathy Russell, Diocesan Vocation Coordinator at (315)393-2920, 
ext. 1450/crussell@rcdony.org. Also on Facebook or myvoca-
tion.net. 

 
Do you remember? 

 

Saint Mary’s School, the Place with a Heart! 

87. 22. 1055. Countless.  2017. 

These numbers don’t look that impressive by 
themselves, but the story behind them is.  

87: St. Mary’s School in Canton has been educating the youth 
of the North Country for 87 years. From our original location in 
the home of Judge Sawyer on Court Street to our long time 
home at 2 Powers Street, St. Mary’s has always been there for 
families of all faiths who desired a faith-based education for 
their children. 

22: During those eighty-seven years, 22 principals have led the 
talented faculty of St. Mary’s.  From Sr. Agnes Patricia to Miss 
Pam Neal, the students of St. Mary’s have looked to the 
occupant of the cozy corner office for guidance and 
reassurance during this crucial stage in their educational 
journey. 

1055: Over 1055 students began their instruction at St. Mary’s. 
Our alumni were shaped by the Christian principles that guide 
all that we do at St. Mary’s. Our alumni are the beneficiaries of 
an unparalleled education that left them prepared for the next 
stage of their educational journey in the same ways our current 
students are preparing today. 

Countless: St. Mary’s students, faculty and staff have made too 
many memories to recount or count here. Friendships formed 
in childhood at St. Mary’s stretch into adulthood, growing into 
lifelong relationships.    

In 2017, St. Mary’s School will begin its 88th year. If you are 

interested in more information on how your child will benefit 

from a private, faith-based education surrounded by a 

nurturing environment with small class sizes, call the school 

today at (315)386-3572.  Learn about our music classes, art 

instruction, after-school French and Spanish lessons as well as 

our Nursery and Preschool programs.              Call Today! 

 

Ash Wednesday on Campus 
 

4:00 pm Liturgy of the Word with imposition of ashes at SUNY  
              Canton Kingston Theater 
8:00 pm Ecumenical Liturgy of the Word with imposition of ashes 
             at Gunnison Chapel (SLU) 

Ashes will also be distributed at all Masses at St. Mary’s 

Campus Corner  

Last Week’s Photo: 
Fr. Whitaker 

Join Us!       Each Saturday in Lent  

9:00  am        School Library 
 

The Mystery of God;  

Who God is and Why He Matters 

 

Bishop Robert Barron gives a riveting presentation on how to 

answer this question in today’s world. 

All are welcome to listen to this world renowned, dynamic 

speaker and join a discussion afterward.  

Coffee and refreshments provided 

On Ash Wednesday, there is a         
collection for the Church in Central 
and Eastern Europe. Your donation 
helps restore the Church and build the 
future in 20 countries, many of which 
still struggle to recover in the aftermath 
of Soviet rule. Funds from this collection 
help support reconstruction, education, 
formation, and poverty outreach. For more infor-
mation, please visit www.usccb.org/ccee .  

Thank you for your generosity. 

Women's Day Retreat                            March 11th-Long Lake 

Join area college ladies as we spend the day in a cabin in the Adirondacks 
with prayer, fellowship, and discussion. Contact Amanda at 
aconklin@stlawu.edu or conklina@canton.edu for more info or to sign 
up.                              Please register by March 6th. 

http://www.usccb.org/ccee
mailto:aconklin@stlawu.edu
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Monday, Feb. 27 

6 am-5 pm  Eucharistic Adoration 
 

Tuesday, Feb. 28 

6 am-5 pm  Eucharistic Adoration 

7:00 pm  Meeting Christ in Prayer (Library) 
 

Wednesday, Mar. 1      ASH WEDNESDAY 

Annual Collection—For Eastern & Central Europe 

6 am-5 pm  Eucharistic Adoration   

9:00 am  Martha Ministry Church Cleaning 
 

Thursday, Mar. 2 

6 am–5 pm  Eucharistic Adoration 

4 pm-5 pm  Holy Hour for Vocations 

6:45 pm  Education Council Mtg. (Library) 
 

Friday, Mar. 3 

6 am-5 pm  Eucharistic Adoration  

5:15 pm  Stations of the Cross  
 

Saturday, Mar. 4 

8:10 am  Rosary for Life 

9:00 am  Lenten Program- 

              The Mystery of God 

3:45 4:45 pm  Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

Sunday, Mar. 5   

9:00 am  Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

10:00 am  Religious Education Classes 

6:00 pm  Confirmation I and II 

THIS WEEK at SAINT MARY’S 

The Sanctuary Lamp Burns this week for  
Our Candidates & Catechumens as they embark on the 
next step of their journey to join the Catholic Church. 

If you desire to have the Vigil Lamp lit for a loved one or for your inten-
tion, please contact the Rectory. 

Weekly Offering             Week of February 18 & 19 

Envelopes        $4,341.00 
Plate            $651.10 
Respect Life             $60.00 
Adopt-a-Student       $1,015.00 
Total         $6,067.10 

Thank you for your support & generosity each week! Please continue to remember 

how important your weekly offering is to the life of our parish! 

Readings for the Week of February 26, 2017 

Sunday:  Is 49:14-15/Ps 62:2-3, 6-9/1 Cor 4:1-5/ 

  Mt 6:24-34 
Monday:  Sir 17:20-24/Ps 32:1-2, 5-7/Mk 10:17-27 
Tuesday:  Sir 35:1-12/Ps 50:5-8, 14, 23/Mk 10:28-31 
Wednesday:  Jl 2:12-18/Ps 51:3-6ab, 12-14, 17/ 

  2 Cor 5:20--6:2/Mt 6:1-6, 16-18 
Thursday:  Dt 30:15-20/Ps 1:1-4, 6/Lk 9:22-25 
Friday:                Is 58:1-9a/Ps 51:3-6ab, 18-19/Mt 9:14-15 
Saturday:  Is 58:9b-14/Ps 86:1-6/Lk 5:27-32 
Next Sunday:  Gn 2:7-9; 3:1-7/Ps 51:3-6, 12-13,17/ 

  Rom 5:12-19 Mt 4:1-11  



Monday, Feb. 27: Weekday 

 8:30 am  Intentions of Seminarians on  

   Nancy Anne Faller’s prayer list 
 

Tuesday, Feb. 28: Weekday 

 8:30 am  All Souls Intentions 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Wednesday, March 1: Ash Wednesday 

LENT BEGINS...DAY OF FAST & ABSTINENCE 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 7:15 am   All Souls Intentions 

12:10 pm  Rev. Lawrence E. Cotter by  

   Nick & Gloria Spadaccini 

5:30 pm  Mick Harrington by  

   Sheila & Children 
 

Thursday, Mar. 2: Thursday after Ash Wednesday 

 7:15 am  All Souls Intentions  

 5:15 pm  Casandra Viens by Claire Viens 
 

Friday, Mar. 3:   St. Katharine Drexel, Virgin  

7:15 am  Allie Rose Kirkpatrick  

   by Ann Lasher 

10:30 am  (Maplewood) All Souls Intentions 

12:10 pm  Rita Mayhew by  

   Rita & Jack Lawrence 
 

Saturday, Mar. 4: St. Casimir 

8:30 am  All Souls Intentions 

Vigil:  First Sunday of Lent 

 5:00 pm  Rick Bartlett by Margaret McDonald 

   and Deanna Stevenson 

 

Sunday, Mar. 5:  First Sunday of Lent 

 9:00 am  Bruce Thompson by His Family 

11:15 am Bill Lukacovic by Shirley Whiteford & Family 

 5:00 pm   For the People of the Parish 

LITURGY SCHEDULE  March 4 & 5, 2017 

Sat. 5:00 pm 

Lectors:   W. Fassinger, J. Fassinger  

Eucharist:    J. Burns, M. Christy, J. Ballard, P. Furgal 

Altar Servers: K. Guarino, C. Guarino Greeter: W&J Fassinger 

Sun. 9:00 am 

Lectors:            R. Backus, V. Burwell 

Eucharist: J. Bailey, C. Curry, M. Howard, N. LaPoint 

Altar Servers: S. Bailey, S. Creighton 

Sun. 11:15 am 

Lector:            G. Trejos   Eucharist: A. Withee, B. Trejos 

CD of the Week 

Detox 
By  Jason Evert 

*Some material may not be suitable for children as this talk 
deals with adult content.  

MASS  SCHEDULE 


