
 
 

Parish Office 
68 COURT STREET—CANTON, NEW YORK 13617 

PHONE: (315) 386-2543 • FAX: (315) 386-8870 
www.cantoncatholics.com • catholicrectory@twcny.rr.com 

St. Mary’s School 
2 Powers Street • (315) 386-3572 • stmarysc@twcny.rr.com • www.stmaryscantonny.com 

Sacrament of Baptism – For Children to be Baptized, please call the Rectory to schedule a meeting. 
Sacrament of Penance – Saturday from 3:45-4:45 pm and by appointment.

Marriage – Make arrangements with the Pastor at least six months in advance. Pre-Cana instruction is necessary. 
Anointing of the Sick – Please advise the parish office of the serious illness or hospitalization of a parishioner. 

Communion for shut-ins – Please notify the Rectory if anyone is unable to attend Sunday Mass regularly. 
*** New Parishioners – Register at the Rectory at any time. *** 

July 30, 2017 

PARISH STAFF 
 

Rev. Bryan D. Stitt , Pastor • stittamdg@gmail.com 

Rev. Todd E. Thibault, Parochial Vicar • frtodd@twcny.rr.com  

Mr. James M. Snell, Deacon • deaconsnell@gmail.com • (315)262-0491 

Mr. Paul J. Schrems, Pastoral Associate for Administration • catholicrectory@twcny.rr.com 

Mrs. Amanda Conklin, Campus Ministry •  conklina@canton.edu  or aconklin@stlawu.edu 

Ms. Jamie Burns, Religious Education Coordinator • religioused66@twcny.rr.com 

Terrianne Yanulavich, Child Safety & Victims’ Assistance Coordinator: (518) 483-3261 terrianneyanulavich@yahoo.com 

Mrs. Michele Meyers, Principal •  

Mrs. Terry Feuka, Administrative Assistant • cantoncatholics@gmail.com 

Gabriel Project • (315)244-8232  Parish Nurse • (315)386-8363  Surviving Spouse Group • (315)379-1650 

 

Christ-led,
 

Christ-fed, 
 

and
 

Hope-filled 

 

The Diocese of Ogdensburg joyfully 

 

invites the people of the 
 

North Country to the journey 
 

of faith through the proclamation of 
 

the Gospel, 
 

the celebration of the Eucharist, and 
 

the Sacraments, and the 
 

loving service of  neighbor. 
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Daily Prayer  

This whole week could be a time for each of us to 
grow in a sense of what we most deeply desire. If 
we let Sunday's gospel open our hearts we might 
find ourselves asking, begging God for what we 
need. 

And we can let the daily gospels renew our hope. Have we be-
come cynical and jaded a bit? The world does seem to be like a 
field someone sowed weeds into. God's reign in this world 
doesn't seem to be growing, and the seeds seem so small. This is 
a good week to get in touch with what is discouraged in our 
hearts and to let the courage the Lord is offering us renew us. He 
promises that even small seeds work and that even a little yeast 
allows dough to grow. The process is sometimes imperceptible, 
but that's why Jesus reminds us to place our trust in him. Our own 
hearts might be full of weeds, but the Lord doesn't want us rip-
ping ourselves apart. He is full of mercy and healing reconcilia-
tion. Jesus does not want us to be scandalized by the evil we see 
in the world. God is patient. And, God alone will judge. 

So every day this week, we can begin our day, establishing a fo-
cus. This might be while standing next to our bed for a brief mi-
nute, or while pouring ourselves a cup of coffee, or while in the 
shower or getting dressed. This is the time that can transform 
any busy day into a more focused time of connection with our 
Lord. Using all sorts of background times throughout the day will 
take no “extra” time for prayer, but will make it possible to let 
these powerful scriptures interact with the daily events and rela-
tionships with which we are involved. 

One morning we might begin our day, simply by saying, “Lord, 
thank you for this day. Help me to pay attention to what and who 
I'm treasuring today.” Or, “Lord, be with me this day and help me 
check my need to judge others. Help me place my trust in you 
today.” While in the shower or driving to work I might talk with 
the Lord about the day ahead, asking for particular help, focus, or 
a new way of valuing during that difficult 10 a.m. meeting or with 
the clients or students or patients I will see. While doing the wash 
or shopping or preparing meals or while taking time with my fam-
ily or friends in the evening, I can let myself have these 30 second 
friend-to-friend conversations with the Lord. The readings pro-
vide a compass for our daily journey, but it is the continual prac-
tice at connecting with our Lord that carries us through the day. 
Looking back and saying “thank you” every night, if even for 30 
seconds, will gradually transform us and give us more courage 
and hope. 

"Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" from Creighton University's Online  
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Pastor’s Corner 
Have you seen the beautiful rose vine that Deb 
Scott painted for us by the entrance to our 
School? At our recent Building and Grounds com-
mittee meeting, it was mentioned that we need-
ed something to get people’s attention when 
they come into the parking lot. This does so with 
beautiful imagery…as you probably know, roses are often connected 
with Our Lady. Remember the roses falling from St. Juan Diego’s til-
maas he revealed the miraculous image of Our Lady of Guadalupe? Or 
what about the roses on the feet of Mary when she appeared to St. Ber-
nadette in Lourdes? And have you ever heard Mary referred to as the 
“Mystical Rose.” Yup. If you’re wondering, there was no cost to the par-
ish for this. It was commissioned in honor of Mary and as a gift to the 
children of the parish. May they ever grow close to Jesus and Mary.  
  —Fr. Bryan Stitt 

Ask Father Stitt 
Last week you mentioned praying a novena to prepare the parish for the 
Assumption. I’ve recently entered the Church and am not familiar with 
this term. Could you help me out? 
A novena is a prayer that lasts for a period of nine hours, days, or 
months. What is essential in the number 9.The word novena comes from 
the Latin word for nine-novem. 
Why nine? Well, our Lord rose from the dead on a Sunday. He ascended 
into heaven 40 days later on a Thursday. For nine days the apostles and 
Mary, the Mother of God, gathered in the upper room and were united in 
prayer. On the 10thday, after 9 days of prayer in the upper room, the 
Holy Spirit, the 3rd person of the Holy Trinity, descended upon them on 
the feast of Pentecost, which was a Sunday. 
 Check it out in the Bible. 
-Jesus spends 40 days with the apostles-Acts 1:3 
-Jesus Ascended into heaven-Acts 1:9, Luke 24:51, Mark 16:19  
-Apostles gather in the upper room-Acts 1:13-14 
-Pentecost-Acts 2:1-13 
The above scripture references point to the traditional prayer called a 
novena. When we pray a novena we do what the remaining 11 apostles 
did. We do what the Mother of God did. We do what the Church has 
been doing for 2,000 years…praying fervently for an outpouring of God’s 
grace. 
A novena can be done in various ways. You can pray a novena prayer 
every nine consecutive hours, days, or months. It does not matter how or 
what is prayed, it is not magic; just a form of prayer rooted in the scrip-
tures and tradition of the Church. 
Next Sunday (August 6) will be the start of the novena ending on 
Tuesday, the 15th of August. We will be praying it in honor of the 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the patronal feast day of our 
parish (as you can see by the beautiful mural above the high altar). As 
the Church around the world honors our Blessed Mother on the 15th, 
here in Canton the 5:30 Mass will be celebrated by Bishop LaValley and 
will include my installation as pastor. Please keep praying for our parish, 
our Bishop, and each of our intentions as we celebrate the many bless-
ings God has bestowed upon us here in Canton. 
  Please join us in praying for our parish! 

Blood Drive 
Aug. 8, from 11:30 a.m.-5 p.m. in the Social Room of 
the Unitarian-Universalist Church, 3 ½ E. Main St. 
Right now, the American Red Cross is experiencing a 
severe blood shortage and has issued an emergency 
call for blood donations. All donors who come to do-
nate at the blood drive will receive an email for a $5 Target eGift-
Card™ after an attempted donation. 

The second collection this weekend is to benefit the Missionary  
Projects of the Diocese of Ogdensburg. Please be as generous as 
your means allow.                  Thank You and God bless. 
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Ronald Rossi, Debbie White, Ginny & Butch Hotzler, 
Lori Ashley, Arlene Maroney, Karen Stever, Linda Trill, 
Jeri & Mike Gorman, Steve Connelly, Barbara Kelly, 
Stephanie McKeel, Jeffrey White, Camille Brown, 

Chubby LeRoux, Paul Marsh, Danny Law, Eugenia Jusiak,  
Scarlett Friot, Lynn Watson, Meggan Whiteford, Patricia    
Hayden, Jana & Jeremy Cassler, Irene Krenceski, John Steiger, 
Larry LaParr, Joan Clarke, Fred Feddersen, Sarah Castle, Matil-
da Mary Smith, Natalie teRiele, Margaret McDonald, Sue 
Briggs, Barbara Moritz, Jean Baycura, Darren Greenwood, 
Leward & Betty Lucia, Dan Kinsley, Shirley Ames, Tom Stuart, 
Eric Whitmarsh, Jenny Cook, Shirley LaMendola, Shirley Burns, 
John Bessette, Sarah Bogart, David Butler, Gordon C. Gladden, 
Ethel Thomas, Laura Lombard, Timothy   Bogart, Eric Roach. 

Surviving Spouse  

Friendship and Support 
Group  

Support Group meets the first Thursday of the month : 

August 3rd 
at The Meadows Restaurant at 9a.m. Please join us. 

For more information and for restaurant planning purposes please 

call:  Lita Maroney 379-1650; Mary Ames 379-9279; Ivy Martin 

265-4959; Carolyn Shelmidine 386-4378.  

What is your treasure? Have you found the pearl of 
great price in your life? What is God calling you to? 
If God is calling you, talk to one of the Parish priests or  
Fr. Tom Higman (518) 594-3907 thigman@rcdony.org,  

Cathy Russell (315)393-2920  crussell@rcdony.org,   
connect on Facebook,  or at myvocation.net. 

 

 

Register Students  
for the 2017/1018 School Year 

Pre-K through Grade 6 
A Catholic education forms an excellent foundation for your 

child’s spiritual, intellectual, social and physical growth. 

All are welcome 
Busing available for surrounding districts 

For more information call 315-386-3572smsoffice@twcny.rr.com 

Principal’s Corner 

The Church and Community   
Program is asking that we do-
nate packages of   baby wipes 
and antibacterial wipes to 
the School Supply Program. 
Please leave your donations in the CCP box in church by Aug 20. 

Knights of Our Lady 

Young men going into grades 9-12, please don’t forget the meeting on 
Tuesday, August 1st. At 6:00pm.  

NFP Week 
“The Church’s support for Natural Family Planning is not 
based on its being ‘natural’ as opposed to artificial. Ra-
ther, NFP respects the God-given power to love a new 
life into being even when we are not actively seeking to 
exercise that power. However, because NFP does not 

change the human body in any way, people of other faiths have also 
come to accept and use it from a desire to work in harmony with their 
bodies. They have also found that it leads couples to show greater atten-
tiveness to and respect for each other.” (--Married Love and the Gift of 
Life/USCCB). To learn more, contact the Diocesan NFP Office at apietro-
paoli@rcdony.org or at(518)483-0459. Visit us at rcdony.org/nfp.                                                 
Also check your parish book rack for information.  

Hospital or Homebound 

Do you know of someone who is heading into the hospi-
tal? Please call the rectory and let one of the priests know. 
If there is a serious surgery planned, we want to offer the 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick. 

If you know of anyone who is homebound—either for short time due to 
a recent surgery or who will be laid up for a long period—please let us 
know as well. We’d like to visit them, and hopefully add them to the list 
of communion calls on First Friday. 

SUMMER RETREAT: Praying with the 
Psalms of Creation 

Summer Retreat: “Praying with the Psalms 
of Creation” is being held on August 11-13, 
2017in Guggenheim Lodge, Saranac Lake . 
Facilitators: Sister Bethany Fitzgerald, SSJ, 
Adult Faith Educator, Paul Gibaldi, Adiron-
dack Wilderness Guide and photographer 

with Fr. Paul Kelly as celebrant of Liturgy on Saturday. Suggested Offer-
ing: $145 (includes all meals Friday evening through Sun. afternoon). 
Theme: Like the Psalmist who prayed with the mystery and magnifi-
cence of God’s presence in creation, retreatants are invited to discover 
anew the whispers of God’s love in the midst of the Adirondack moun-
tains. Like Jesus who often revealed lessons for living from the natural 
world, participants are invited ponder the mysteries of Creation revealed 
in the season of summer. To register, call 315-2126592 or email 
srbethssj@gmail.com by August 9. 

Environmental Stewardship 
In Chapter Six of his Encylical Laudato Si – Care For 
Creation - Pope Francis asks all believers to return to 
the beautiful and meaningful custom of giving thanks to 
God, before and after meals. That moment of blessing, however brief, 
reminds us of our dependence on God for life; it strengthens our feeling 
of gratitude for the gifts of creation. That moment of blessing acknowl-
edges those who by their labors provide us with these goods; and it 
reaffirms our solidarity with those in greatest need.  

Canton United Methodist Church 

41 Court Street, Canton 

Vacation Bible School 

August 14-17, 2017 

Let’s Get Cookin’ 

Registration on Monday, August 14 at 9:00 am. 

Call 315-386-4500 

www.CantonUMC.weebly.com 



LITURGY SCHEDULE  August 5 and 6, 2017 
Sat. 5:00 pm 

Lectors:   Robert Zimmerman, Brad Mintener 

Eucharist:    Freda Michaud, Joan Pope, Pat Furgal, 

Altar Servers:  Eric Pellegrino 

Greeter:   Mary & Phil Shatraw 

Sun. 9:00 am 

Lectors:            Virginia Burwell, Maureen Howard 

Eucharist: Cheryl Curry, Norma Lapoint, Barbara teRiele, 
   Keith Zimmerman 

Altar Servers: Alexa Romano, Nate Romano, Gavin Thompson 

Greeter:   Helen Dominy 

Sun. 11:15 am 

Lector:            George Trejos 

Eucharist:   Rebecca Trejos, Mark Dalton 

Altar Servers:  James Bailey 

St. Vincent DePaul  Thrift Store 

7 Main St                      

    Mon.-Fri. 9am-4 pm  

New merchandise arriving daily! 

Readings for Sunday August 6:  
Dn 7:9-10, 13-14/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 9/2 Pt 1:16-
19/Mt 17:1-9  

 
Readings for Sunday August  13 
1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-13a/Ps 85:9-14/Rom 9:1-5/
Mt 14:22-33  

The Chapel Sanctuary Lamp burns this week for the 
  

Health of Natalie teRiele as she undergoes surgery 
 

f you desire to have the Vigil Lamp lit in memory of your loved one 
or for you intention, please contact the Rectory. 

Are you gluten-intolerant or do you have 
Celiac Disease? We offer low-gluten hosts 
at all Masses. Present yourself to receive     
Communion from the celebrant and indi-
cate that you need a low-gluten host. 

BINGO is held every Monday night, at 7pm    
30 Miner Street 
Bring a Friend! 

 

Please Note: According to NY State law, no one under 
18 is allowed to play, but may accompany an adult.  

Would you like to know more about the ministry 
opportunities offered at St. Mary’s? 
Check out St. Mary’s new website at  

www.cantoncatholics.com 

Click on the tab—Liturgy/Sacraments — then Ministries 



Monday, July 31: St. Ignatius of Loyola, Priest 

 8:30 am  Agnes Clouse  

   by Butch & Ginny Hotzler 
 

Tuesday, Aug. 1:  St. Alphonsus Liguori,  

   Bishop & Doctor of the Church 

 5:10 pm  Gail Green by Harry & Peggy Podgurski 
 

Wednesday, Aug. 2: Weekday/St. Eusebius of Vercelli, 
   Bishop & St. Peter Julian Eymard, 
   Priest 

8:30 am   Marie Anne St. Hilaire  

   by Ernest & Judy Olin 
 

Thursday, Aug. 3: Weekday 

 5:10 pm  Harry & Ella Podgurski  

   by Harry & Peggy Podgurski 

 

Friday, Aug. 4:   St. John Vianney, Priest 

 8:30 am (Maplewood)Howard & Rita Shannon by Es-
tate 
 

Saturday, Aug. 5: Weekday/The Dedication of the  

   Basilica of St. Mary Major 

   No Morning Mass 

  Vigil:  The Transfiguration of the Lord 

 5:00 pm  Bruce Thompson by His Family 
 

Sunday, Aug. 6:  The Transfiguration of the Lord 

 9:00 am  Patrick Cunningham  

   by Paul & Mel Schrems 

11:15 am  David Zimmer  

   by Rebecca & George Trejos 

Week of July 22  & July 23,             2017     2016 
Envelopes   $5,824.00 $5,486.00 
Plate    $   833.00 $   766.00 
Mission Co-op   $       5.00 $            0 
Total    $6,662.00 $6,252.00 

Are you a current member of the parish, but don’t have  

envelopes? Call Terry at the Rectory. 

Thank you for your support & generosity each week! Please contin-

ue to remember how important your weekly offering is to the life of 

our parish! 

MASS  SCHEDULE 

The Church Sanctuary Lamp will burn this week 

In Memory of  
Robert Ames (10th year Anniversary) 

by Elizabeth Ames 
If you desire to have the Vigil Lamp lit for a loved one or 

for your intention, please contact the Rectory. 


