
THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH  
OF SAINT MARY 

 
Parish Office 

68 COURT STREET—CANTON, NEW YORK 13617 
PHONE: (315) 386-2543 • FAX: (315) 386-8870 

www.cantoncatholics.com • catholicrectory@twcny.rr.com 
St. Mary’s School 

2 Powers Street • (315) 386-3572 • stmarysc@twcny.rr.com • www.stmaryscantonny.com 
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 Our Sacred Purpose 

 

Christ-led, 
 

Christ-fed, 
 

and 
 

Hope-filled 

 

The Diocese of Ogdensburg joyfully 

 

invites the people of the 
 

North Country to the journey 
 

of faith through the proclamation of 
 

the Gospel, 
 

the celebration of the Eucharist, and 
 

the Sacraments, and the 
 

loving service of  neighbor. 
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Pastor’s Corner 
As I was pulling into Canton on Monday 
from a day in the office in Ogdensburg, it 
struck me: I’m really heading into my parish.  
After 14 years a priest, to finally be entrust-
ed with the care of souls in a parish is such a 
joy to me.  And what a great parish it is! 

To make it all official, please recall that Bishop LaValley will be 
here for our patronal feast day, the Assumption of Mary, which 
will be Tuesday August 15th.  He’ll install me as the pastor at the 
5:30 PM Mass. 

There have been a couple new initiatives since we last spoke of 
the plan for the 15th.  First, we’ve had one of our new seminari-
ans, Lukas Gruber will be playing an organ recital at 4:30.  Sec-
ond, we have just trained 4 new Knights of our Lady to assist at 
the altar.  Third, we all like to eat (don’t we?), so there will be a 
light reception after the Mass.   

If you can’t make it to the Tuesday evening Mass, please know 
that we’ll be offering the full docket of Masses for a Holy Day of 
Obligation including the Vigil Mass at St. Paul’s Oratory in Pyri-
tes.   

Finally, to prepare for the Solemnity, would you please join me in 
praying the following Novena?   We’ve positioned it so that you 
can cut it out and put in with your bible/prayer book—or on your 
car visor/bathroom mirror.  Where ever you will see it to remem-
ber to pray for our Lady’s Intercession 

     —Fr. Bryan Stitt 

 

Blood Drive 
Aug. 8, from 11:30 a.m.-5 p.m. in the Social Room of 
the Unitarian-Universalist Church, 3 ½ E. Main St. 
Right now, the American Red Cross is experiencing a 
severe blood shortage and has issued an emergency call 
for blood donations. All donors who come to donate at 
the blood drive will receive an email for a $5 Target eGift Card™ 
after an attempted donation. 

Novena for Our Lady’s Assumption into Heaven 
To be prayed the 9 days from Sunday, August 6 to the 15th. 
Mary, Queen Assumed into Heaven, I rejoice that after years of heroic 
motherly love and service on earth, you have at last been taken to the 
throne prepared for you in Heaven by the Holy Trinity. 
Lift my heart with you in the glory of your Assumption above the dread-
ful touch of sin and impurity. Teach me how small earth becomes when 
viewed from Heaven. Make me realize that death is the triumphant gate 
through which I shall pass to your Son, Jesus Christ, and that someday 
my body shall rejoin my soul in the unending bliss of Heaven. 
From this earth, over which I tread as a pilgrim, I look to you for help. I 
ask for this favor: 
(Mention your request for the parish and for you personally). 
Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary, that never was it known that 
anyone who fled to thy protection, implored thy help, or sought thine 
intercession was left unaided.  
Inspired by this confidence, I fly unto thee, O Virgin of virgins, my moth-
er; to thee do I come, before thee I stand, sinful and sorrowful. O Moth-
er of the Word Incarnate, despise not my petitions, but in thy mercy 
hear and answer me.   Amen. 
 

Daily Prayer 
Missing this week’s “Daily Prayer” Column?  No 
worries, please email Terry at cantoncatho-
lics@gmail.com.  She’ll gladly send you the text of it.  
We just had too much in the bulletin to fit it in this 
week. 

Thank you, SUNY! 

As we mentioned last week, we are in debt to the students and 
staff of SUNY Canton for doing so much volunteer work around 
the parish last Saturday.  Under the guidance of Fr. Todd and a 
small number of parishioners, they did some heavy lifting in the 
school and the gardens around the property.  This photo shows 
only one of the two great work crews.   

NFP Week Natural Family Planning is an effec-

tive, safe, and healthy way to achieve or to postpone 
pregnancy while respecting God’s wise design for 
married love. In The Joy of Love (#222), Pope Francis 
wrote that natural methods “are to be promoted, 

since these methods respect the bodies of the spouses, encourage 
tenderness between them, and favor the education of an authentic 
freedom.” Couples who choose Natural Family Planning discover 
these benefits for themselves! To hear a personal account, go to 
rcdony.org/nfp and click on “One Couple’s Story.” To learn more, 
contact the Diocesan NFP Office: apietropaoli@rcdony.org or at 518
-483-0459.  Please see today’s insert for more info. 

Mass at the Oratory 
Mass will be offered at St. Paul’s Oratory in 
Pyrites at 5:30 on Monday, August 14th.  
This will serve as the Vigil Mass for the 
Solemnity of the Assumption.  But of 
course, we hope to see you back for Father 
Stitt’s installation Mass the next day at St. 
Mary’s. 

(clip to save) 

mailto:apietropaoli@rcdony.org
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Ronald Rossi, Debbie White, Ginny & Butch Hotzler, Lori 
Ashley, Arlene Maroney, Karen Stever, Linda Trill, Jeri & 
Mike Gorman, Steve Connelly, Barbara Kelly, Stephanie 

McKeel, Jeffrey White, Camille Brown, Chubby LeRoux, Paul Marsh, 
Danny Law, Eugenia Jusiak,  Scarlett Friot, Lynn Watson, Meggan 
Whiteford, Patricia    Hayden, Jana & Jeremy Cassler, Irene 
Krenceski, John Steiger, Larry LaParr, Joan Clarke, Fred Feddersen, 
Sarah Castle, Matilda Mary Smith, Natalie teRiele, Margaret 
McDonald, Sue Briggs, Barbara Moritz, Jean Baycura, Darren 
Greenwood, Leward & Betty Lucia, Dan Kinsley, Shirley Ames, Tom 
Stuart, Eric Whitmarsh, Jenny Cook, Shirley LaMendola, Shirley 
Burns, John Bessette, Sarah Bogart, David Butler, Gordon C. Glad-
den, Ethel Thomas, Laura Lombard, Timothy   Bogart, Eric Roach. 

 

 

Register Students  
for the 2017/1018 School Year 

Pre-K through Grade 6 
A Catholic education forms an excellent foundation for your 

child’s spiritual, intellectual, social and physical growth. 

All are welcome 
Busing available for surrounding districts 

For more information call 315-386-3572smsoffice@twcny.rr.com 

Principal’s Corner 

Hospital or Homebound 

Do you know of someone who is heading into the 
hospital? Please call the rectory and let one of the 
priests know. If there is a serious surgery planned, we 
want to offer the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick. 

If you know of anyone who is homebound—either for short time 
due to a recent surgery or who will be laid up for a long period—
please let us know as well. We’d like to visit them, and hopefully 
add them to the list of communion calls on First Friday. 

Ask Father Stitt 
Why do you wear a black dress?  Do you always dress like that? 

Canon Law, the law of the Church, states in canon 284: “clerics are 
to wear suitable ecclesiastical garb.”  What is suitable ecclesiastical 
garb?  The United States Bishops Conference defined clerical attire 
for American priests as: a black roman collar with a suit or a roman 
cassock.  The black “dress” that I wear is called a cassock.  It is the 
traditional dress of a Roman Catholic priest.  I realize that the norm 
today and for the past 40+ years has been a clerical shirt and suit, 
but I prefer the cassock for the Lord’s Day—there are practical   
benefits that I don’t want to bore you with.   

The bigger question here is why do we priests wear clerical attire in 
the first place? First, it’s to be a witness to others about who we are 
called to be as priests.  No matter where we go, we are priests and 
are called to be a witness to our 2,000 year-old faith in Jesus and 
His Church.  We are called to be a visible witness in word and 
deed.  If we are at a gas station, grocery story, library or parish 
church we are there as Roman Catholic priests.  Secondly, the 
blacks show that we are always available.  We want to be accessible 
to everyone.  There were times in the life of Christ that He went off 
to deserted places to be alone, but by and large people found Him 
and asked for miracles, teaching and prayers.  The same is with the 
life of a priest.  You would be amazed at the countless times that 
wearing clerics in a “secular” place has brought about                  
blessings. Third, we wear clerical attire to live a simple life.  As  di-
ocesan priests we are required to live simply.  Having simple 
clothes, and few of them, allow us to live this out. It is a joy—I never 
have to spend time picking out my outfit!  Fourth, it is our uniform, 
and uniforms give credibility.  When a police officer pulls you over 
for speeding he is wearing a uniform.  When you go to the doctor’s 
office you expect a white coat to step in the room.  We need to be 
visible so people can find us and get what they expect.  Fifth, we 
are never off duty.  Ask a parent when they get a day off…they 
don’t.  Well, neither do we.  We might be out of our blacks for    
recreation, but we’re still priests—because it is not a job, but a   
vocation.  We are always working for Jesus; just as a mom or dad is 
always caring for their children.  Sixth, the black and white combi-
nation is all about giving the witness of the death and resurrection 
of Jesus—picture the darkness of the tomb broken by the light of 
Easter Sunday!  Lastly, and on this one I will just speak for myself, I 
wear my clerics to keep out of trouble.  My clerics are a constant 
reminder to myself of who I am and what I am to be doing and how 
I am to be acting.  It reminds me to be attentive to what I say, how I 
act and where I go.  I am called to be a constant witness to 
Christ.  So, that being said, when you see me at the church, gas 
station, grocery store, or a ball game know that I am there as a  
visible, sacramental servant of Christ, and please call me out if I’m 
using improper language when yelling at the ref! 

Canton United Methodist Church 41 Court Street 
Vacation Bible School 

August 14-17, 2017 
Let’s Get Cookin’ 

Registration on Monday, August 14 at 9:00 am. 
Call 315-386-4500     www.CantonUMC.weebly.com 

Around the table 
By Director Connie Jenkins  
 

We’re in the fight together  

One of the questions we’re asked most often here is “Where 
do you get all your food?” The simple answer is, 
“Everywhere we can.”  
We’re providing food to 50-60 families a week as well as to a 
handful of people in emergency situations so we go through 
a lot of food. We could never serve the numbers we do with-
out your generous support.  
We receive food donations each week from Canton Price 
Chopper and Potsdam Walmart. Twice a month, the Glean-
ing Program in Malone delivers food ranging from yogurt and 
vegetables to chips and chocolate. In addition, we buy thou-
sands of pounds of food each month from the Food Bank of 
Central New York.  
Parishioners in our local churches collect food for us each 
month, keeping our shelves stocked. We get nice boosts 
from various food drives throughout the year. Many 
“ordinary” families and gardeners also kindly share with us. 
We appreciate every donation. Thank you all.  

On behalf of the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart, 
thank you for your generous donation to last 
week’s Mission Co-op Collection which benefitted 
their ministry. Your generosity is most appreciated. 



LITURGY SCHEDULE  August 12 and 13, 2017 
Sat. 5:00 pm 

Lectors:   Lisa Guccione, Jeannine Ballard 

Eucharist:    Michael Christy, Cathie O’Horo, Bernie Proulx, 
  Julie Guarino 

Altar Servers:  Christian Guarino 

Greeter:   Mary Thivierge 

Sun. 9:00 am 

Lectors:            Shelly Roiger, Frank Palumbo 

Eucharist: Jen Palumbo, Barb teRiele, Maureen Howard, 
  Virginia Burwell 

Altar Servers: Sam Roiger, Joseph Roiger, Zadok Roiger 

Greeter:   Sue Law 

Sun. 11:15 am 

Lector:            Judy Rasmussen 

Eucharist:   Don Rasmussen, John Beaudette 

Altar Servers:  Madison and Ava Hoy 

St. Vincent DePaul  Thrift Store 

7 Main St                      

    Mon.-Fri. 9am-4 pm  

New merchandise arriving daily! 

Readings for Sunday August 6:  
Dn 7:9-10, 13-14/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 9/2 Pt 1:16-
19/Mt 17:1-9  
 
Readings for Sunday August  13 
1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-13a/Ps 85:9-14/Rom 9:1-5/Mt 
14:22-33  
 

Would you like to learn how to make      
Mission Rosaries?   

Please call Lita Maroney for more                
information 315-379-1650. 

Are you gluten-intolerant or do you have 
Celiac Disease? We offer low-gluten hosts 
at all Masses. Present yourself to receive     
Communion from the celebrant and indi-
cate that you need a low-gluten host. 

BINGO is held every Monday night, at 7pm    
30 Miner Street 
Bring a Friend! 

 

Please Note: According to NY State law, no one under 
18 is allowed to play, but may accompany an adult.  

Would you like to know more about the ministry 
opportunities offered at St. Mary’s? 
Check out St. Mary’s new website at  

www.cantoncatholics.com  

Click on the tab—Liturgy/Sacraments — then Ministries 



Monday, Aug. 7:  Weekday/St. Sixtus II, Pope, and  
   Companions, Martyrs, St. Cajetan, 
   Priest 

 8:30 am  L. Richard Paque3tte  

   by Marcel & Jeanette Gagne 
 

Tuesday, Aug. 8:   St. Dominic, Priest 

 4:45 pm   Rosary for Life 

 5:10 pm  Martha Snell by her Husband & Family 
 

Wednesday, Aug. 9: Weekday/St. Teresa Benedicta of the 
   Cross, Virgin & Martyr 

10:30 am  (Highrise) Bill Beauvais by Jack Regan 
 

Thursday, Aug. 10: St. Lawrence, Deacon & Martyr 

 4:00 pm  Holy Hour for Vocations 

 5:10 pm  Gail L. Green  

   by Harry & Peggy Podgurski 

 

Friday, Aug. 11:   St. Clare, Virgin 

 8:30 am  Don Wilson by Kelly & Mara Wilson 
 

Saturday, Aug. 12: Weekday/St. Jane Frances de       
   Chantal, Religious   

No Morning Mass  

  Vigil:  19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 5:00 pm  Rick Bartlett by Susie & Eric Pellegrino 
 

Sunday, Aug. 13: 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

 9:00 am  Deceased Members of the Sieg Family 
   by the Sieg Family  

11:15 am  Mick Harrington by Sheila & Children 

 5:00 pm  For the People of the Parish 

Week of July 29  & July 30,             2017     2016 
Envelopes   $4,265.00 $5,025.00 
Plate       $658.15    $739.00 
North Country Catholic       $27.00        $0.00 
Mission Co-op   $2,110.00 $1,097.50 
Total    $7,061.15 

Are you a current member of the parish, but don’t have  

envelopes? Call Terry at the Rectory. 

Thank you for your support & generosity each week! Please contin-
ue to remember how important your weekly offering is to the life of 

our parish! 

MASS & PRAYER SCHEDULE 

The Church Sanctuary Lamp will burn this week 
 

For the greater glory of God 
 

If you desire to have the Vigil Lamp lit for a loved one or 
for your intention, please contact the Rectory. 


