
THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH  
OF SAINT MARY 

Parish Office 
68 Court Street, Canton, New York 13617 

PHONE: (315) 386-2543 • FAX: (315) 386-8870 
www.cantoncatholics.com • catholicrectory@twcny.rr.com 

St. Mary’s School 
2 Powers Street • (315) 386-3572 • stmarysc@twcny.rr.com • www.stmaryscantonny.com 

Sacrament of Baptism – For Children to be Baptized, please call the Rectory to schedule a meeting. 
Sacrament of Penance – Tuesday from 5:40pm until done, Saturday 3:45—4:45, pm and by appointment.  

Marriage – Make arrangements with the Pastor at least six months in advance. Pre-Cana instruction is necessary. 
Anointing of the Sick – Please advise the parish office of the serious illness or hospitalization of a parishioner. 

Communion for shut-ins – Please notify the Rectory if anyone is unable to attend Sunday Mass regularly. 
*** New Parishioners – Register at the Rectory at any time. *** 

December 31,  2017 

PARISH STAFF 

Rev. Bryan D. Stitt, Pastor • stittamdg@gmail.com                                   

Mr. James M. Snell, Deacon • deaconsnell@gmail.com • (315)262-0491 

Mr. Paul J. Schrems, Pastoral Associate for Administration • catholicrectory@twcny.rr.com 

Mrs. Amanda Conklin, Campus Ministry •  conklina@canton.edu  or aconklin@stlawu.edu 

Ms. Jamie Burns, Religious Education Coordinator • religioused66@twcny.rr.com 

Ms. Terrianne Yanulavich, Child Safety & Victims’ Assistance Coordinator: (518) 483-3261 terrianneyanulavich@yahoo.com 

Mrs. Michele Meyers, Principal •  smsprincipal@twcny.rr.com 

Mrs. Terry Feuka, Administrative Assistant • cantoncatholics@gmail.com 

Gabriel Project • (315)244-8232 • Parish Nurse • (315)322-1836 • Surviving Spouse Group • (315)379-1650 

 

Our Sacred Purpose:  

 

Christ-led, 
Christ-fed, 

and Hope-filled 

 

The Diocese  of Ogdensburg joyfully 

invites the people of the North Country  
to the journey of faith  

through the proclamation of the Gospel, 

the celebration of the Eucharist and 

the Sacraments,  
and the loving service of  neighbor. 
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Pastor’s Corner 
What a joy to be able to celebrate these Christmas 
days with all of you!  The serving, music, decorat-
ing, costuming (of the kids), cleaning, shoveling, 
confessing, baking, caroling, card writing and gift-
giving have all been greatly appreciated.  I don’t want to say this 
too loudly for fear that my brother priests will get jealous, but I 
really think that I’ve been assigned to one of the best parishes in 
the diocese.  There is no substitute for the gift of your charity 
towards me and one another.  Thank you.   
 
Please continue to pray with me for each other and for the parish 
with our Epiphany Novena.  While the Christ child received gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh, may we all receive all the grace that we 
need to live out our own vocations well. 
    —Fr. Bryan Stitt 
p.s. I hope to see you at the rectory next Sunday afternoon! 

Bottle Drive 
The dumpster is gone, but you can 
still help support St. Mary’s School  

Bring your cans and bottles to Bessette’s on Gouverneur St. 

And simply tell them you are supporting St. Mary’s  

Last Chance for Photos 
If you have yet to schedule a photo session for our parish photo 

directory, please don’t miss out.  Our last session will be Wednes-
day, December 20th from 2-9 PM.    

Please call the Rectory to schedule a session. 
 

Surviving Spouse  
Friendship and Support Group  

meets the first Thursday of the month : 

January 4 
at The Meadows Restaurant at 10 am.  Please join us! 

For more information and for restaurant planning purposes 
please call:  Lita Maroney 379-1650; Mary Ames 379-9279;           

Ivy Martin 265-4959; Carolyn Shelmidine 386-4378.  

The Diocesan Family Life Office is pleased to announce 
an exciting new ministry that will bring hope and heal-
ing to those who have experienced the pain and loneli-
ness of a broken marriage.   

Surviving Divorce features twelve video presentations that cov-
er topics such as shock and grief, anger and forgiveness, money 
issues, dealing with children and a former spouse, and annul-
ment and remarriage.  This program is for the newly separate 
and divorced and those still struggling with issues many years 
later.  It will help them find answers to their questions, restore 
their hope, and begin authentic healing. 

The twelve-week program begins on January 25th from 6:30 to 
8:30 pm at St. Mary’s Church in Canton and will meet weekly 
in the sacristy.  The cost of the program for participants includes 
the Surviving Divorce Personal Guide and all program materials is 
$25.  For more information or to register, please call Steve Tar-
taglia at 315-393-2920 or go to  http://www.rcdony.org/family-
life/surviving-divorce-support-group.html. 

CD’s are back!  Please find a new selection of 
CD’s available on the kiosk by the entrance to 
the church and in the rack in the chapel. The 
suggested donation is $3.00. 
 

This week’s  CD is: 
 

Understanding The Lord of the Rings as a Catholic Book 
Joseph Pearce, a prolific writer best known for his outstanding 
literary biographies, reveals in detail how J.R.R. Tolkien’s famous 
work, The Lord of the Rings, is at its core a Catholic work. 
Through linguistic clues and analysis of its characters, he ex-
plains the spiritual and theological depth of this masterpiece of 
English literature. With humor and clarity, Joseph shows the 
brilliance of Tolkien and offers all Christians a topic with which to 
engage others in conversation about our great Faith.  

Epiphany Novena  

Please join us in a Novena (nine days of prayer) in prepara-
tion for the Epiphany—praying for the needs of our hearts 
and of the entire parish from Friday, Dec. 29 to Saturday, 
Jan. 6. 

O Lady of the Epiphany, through your power, 
glory and love, show us your salvation – Jesus Christ. 

As the shepherds of Bethlehem came to you long ago, 
we now come before you. 
With Jesus Christ reigning in your arms, we also bow in 
awe. 

O Queen and intimate friend, remember our poverty. 
We beg you O tender Mother to hold our hands 
and listen closely to the desires and needs of our hearts. 

Mary, please remember: [State your request…]. 

Through your powerful intercession obtain for us 
the beautiful manifestation of your Divine Son 
in the lives of those for whom we pray. 

Mystical glorious woman crowned with stars, 
obtain the miracles and heavenly signs our dear ones 
need to find and embrace Jesus Christ, the King of Kings. 
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Dear Jesus, Divine Physician and Healer of the sick, we turn to you in 
this time of illness. O dearest comforter of the troubled, alleviate our 
worry and sorrow with your gentle love, and grant us the grace and 

strength to accept this burden. Dear God, we place our worries in your 
hands. We place our sick under your care and humbly ask that you 
restore your servant to health again. Above all, grant us the grace to 

acknowledge your will and know that whatever you do, you do for the    
love of us.       Amen. 

Shirley Ames  Lori Ashley                  Jean Baycura 

John Bessette  Keith (Sam) Bisonette            Sarah Bogart 

Timothy Bogart  Sue Briggs                Camille Brown 

Donald “Joe” Burnham Shirley Burns  David Butler 

Peggy Cashman  Jana & Jeremy Cassler  Joan Clarke  

Steve Connelly  Jenny Cook                    Scarlett Friot 

Debbie Gainey  Gordon C. Gladden                      Jeri Gorman 

Mike Gorman  Darren Greenwood              Patricia Hayden 

Ginny & Butch Hotzler Garrett Hughes                 Eugenia Jusiak 

Barbara Kelly  Dan Kinsley               Irene Krenceski 

Shirley LaMendola Danny Law               Chubby LeRoux 

Laura Lombard  Leward and Betty Lucia     Arlene Maroney 

Paul Marsh  Margaret McDonald       Stephanie McKeel 

Eric Mende  Barbara Moritz                        Joel  Rivera 

Eric Roach  Matilda Mary Smith                  Cheryl Sopos 

John Steiger  Karen Stever                  Mike Stull, Sr. 

Natalie teRiele     Ethel Thomas            Dorie Thompson 

Linda Trill  Lynn Watson                   Jeffrey White 

 Meggan Whiteford  Eric Whitmarsh 

 

 

Have a Happy and Blessed New Year 

From  

The Faculty, Staff & Students of St. Mary’s 
 

Classes will resume  

Tuesday, January 2, 2018.  

Principal’s Corner 

Liturgical Ministers  
(Lectors, Greeters, Altar Servers, Extraordinary 
Ministers of Holy Communion) 

We are setting up the 2018 Jan. to June schedule.  Please let Ter-
ry know of any changes you would like to make for that time 
(vacation, holidays, etc.).   (315)386-3572 

Parish Office Hours  

The office will be closed New Year’s 
Day, Monday January 1st. and         
reopen at 8:00am on January 2nd. 

Daily Prayer this Week 
This second week of the Christmas Season can be a great help for 
our daily connections with our Lord. We begin the week with the 
full and wonderful Solemnity in honor of Mary, in her role as 
“Mother of God.” We can ask her to be our guide all week as we 
desire to grow closer to her Son. We can read the Holy Father's 
words for the World Day of Prayer for Peace and chew them from 
time to time this week. 

As we go through our daily and often very busy lives, in this time 
after Christmas, we can continue a sense of this brief season by 
continuing to ask that our Lord come to us in the ways we still 
need light and healing and peace. For some of us, this will be an 
easy prayer this week. Waiting faithfully can continue through-
out the Christmas Season. 

A special grace to ask for this week would be the gift of celebrat-
ing our Lord's presence with us. We can ask for it every morning, 
as we get going and we can enter into brief conversations with 
our Lord, in the background, as we encounter some of the places 
in our life in which we can see more hope, more of an opportuni-
ty for peace. This week, we might hold up each member of our 
family, close friends and neighbors, and those we might work 
with, seeing and celebrating how our Lord is manifest in them. 
For some of us, there may be real epiphany moments, when we 
see what we haven't been seeing, feel what we haven't been feel-
ing or experience a call we haven't felt before. Being watchful for 
and open to these special post-Christmas moments of grace is 
very important. 

The Baptism of the Lord ends this Christmas Season and reminds 
us of the rest of our lives. As Jesus fully enters our world, by be-
coming one with us in the waters of baptism, we can ask for a 
renewed sense of our union with him in baptism - for our salva-
tion and for our mission in this world 

Courtesy of Creighton University 

We have 
not heard 
from you! 

 

 

Annual Epiphany  

(Little Christmas) 

Open House 
at St. Mary’s Rectory  

 

Sunday, January 8th, 2017 

After the 11:15 Mass to 3 pm 

All are invited to come and share 

in some final Christmas cheer 

and goodies! 

http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=11571
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5305
http://www.catholic.org/prayers/prayer.php?p=2917
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5305
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=12332


 Readings for Sunday December 31:  
Sunday: Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3 
 Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9, [7a, 8a] 
 Heb 11:8, 11-12, 17-19 
 Lk 2:22-40 
Readings for Sunday January 7:  
Sunday:  Is 60:1-6 
 Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 [cf. 11] 
 Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6 
 Mt 2:1-12  

The church Sanctuary Lamp burns this week 
to the Glory of God  

and 
for the safety of all holiday travelers. 

 
If you desire to have the Vigil Lamp lit for a loved one or for your 

intention, please contact the Rectory. 

 
 

 

 

December 30 and December 31, 2017 
Sat. 5:00 pm 

Lectors:   Edd White, Lisa Guccione 

Eucharist:    Cathie O’Horo, Bernie Proulx, (need), (need) 

Altar Servers:  (need) 

Greeter:   (need) 

Sun. 9:00 am 

Lectors:  Frank Palumbo, Cheryl Curry 

Eucharist: Jen Palumbo, Paul Schrems, Mel Schrems,  

  Barb teRiele 

Altar Servers:  Gavin Thompson 

Greeter:  (need) 

Sun. 11:15 am 

Lectors:  George Trejos 

Eucharist: Rebecca Trejos, Don Rasmussen 

Altar Server:  Madison Hoy, Ava Hoy 

Greeter:   (need) 
  

 

January 6 and January 7, 2018 
Sat. 5:00 pm 

Lectors:   Brad Mintener, Edd White 

Eucharist:    Carolyn Shelmidine, Sandra Bartlett,  

  Cathie O’Horo, Michael Christy 

Altar Servers:  (need) 

Greeters:  Mary and Phil Shatraw 

Sun. 9:00 am 

Lectors:  Norma Jean Lapoint, Frank Palumbo 

Eucharist: Shelly Roiger, Jen Palumbo, Barb teRiele,  

  Helen Dominy 

Altar Servers:  Joseph Roiger, Zadok Roiger, Gavin Thompson 

Greeter:  Dan Roiger 

Sun. 11:15 am 

Lectors:  Mark Dalton 

Eucharist: Jack Meyers, John Beaudette 

Altar Server:  Madison Hoy, Ava Hoy 

Greeter:   (need)  



Monday, Jan. 1:  Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother 
   of God 

9:00 am Mass  Howard & Rita Shannon by the Estate 

11:15 am Mass  Don Wilson by Carol Vargulick 
 

Tuesday, Jan. 2:   Sts. Basil the Great & Gregory  

   Nazianzen, Bishops 

4:00 pm   Holy Hour for Vocations  

5:10 pm Mass  Margaret Smith by the Estate 

5:40 pm+  Confessions 
 

Wednesday, Jan. 3: Christmas Weekday/ The Most Holy 
   Name of Jesus  

8:10 am   Elizabeth Raymond by Walter Christy 
 

Thursday, Jan. 4: St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious 

5:10 pm Mass  All Souls by Parishioners 
 

Friday, Jan. 5:   St. John Neumann, Bishop 

8:10 am Mass  Bruce Thompson by His Family 
 

Saturday, Jan. 6: Christmas Weekday/St. André 

   Bessette 

8:10 am Mass  Betty Knight by Judy Wilson & Family 

3:45-4:45 pm  Confessions 

  Vigil:   The Epiphany of the Lord 

5:00 pm Mass  Mary Trippany by Dana & James , Barry 
   & Family 
 

Sunday, Jan. 7:  The Epiphany of the Lord  

9:00 am  Mass  People of the Parish 

11:15 am Mass  Margaret Landers  

   by Sandy & Bob Santamoor & Family 

5:00 pm Mass  Marion Kotz by Marsha Fitzsimmons 

MASS & PARISH SCHEDULE 

Due to the Christmas Holiday  

printing schedule, 

the offering totals are not available.  

They will be published shortly. 

Thank you for your support & generosity each 

week! Please continue to remember how important 

your weekly offering is to the life of our parish! 

Thank You! 

Through  the generosity of Brian Kurish, 

Fr. Billmeyer’s chalice has been restored in  

Memory of the Deceased Members  

of the Pazdur and Kurish Families 

Requiescat in Pace 


