
THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH  
OF SAINT MARY 

Parish Office 
68 Court Street, Canton, New York 13617 

PHONE: (315) 386-2543  
www.cantoncatholics.com • catholicrectory@twcny.rr.com 

St. Mary’s School 
2 Powers Street • (315) 386-3572 • stmarysc@twcny.rr.com • www.stmaryscantonny.com 

Sacrament of Baptism – For Children to be Baptized, please call the Rectory to schedule a meeting. 
Sacrament of Penance – Tuesday from 5:40pm until done, Saturday 3:45—4:45, pm and by appointment.  

Marriage – Make arrangements with the Pastor at least six months in advance. Pre-Cana instruction is necessary. 
Anointing of the Sick – Please advise the parish office of the serious illness or hospitalization of a parishioner. 

Communion for shut-ins – Please notify the Rectory if anyone is unable to attend Sunday Mass regularly. 
*** New Parishioners – Register at the Rectory at any time. *** 

PARISH STAFF 

Rev. Bryan D. Stitt, Pastor • stittamdg@gmail.com 

Mr. James M. Snell, Deacon • deaconsnell@gmail.com • (315)262-0491 

Mr. Paul J. Schrems, Pastoral Associate for Administration • catholicrectory@twcny.rr.com 

Mrs. Amanda J. Conklin, Campus Ministry •  conklina@canton.edu  or aconklin@stlawu.edu 

Ms. Jamie J. Burns, Religious Education Coordinator • religioused66@twcny.rr.com 

Ms. Terrianne Yanulavich, Child Safety & Victims’ Assistance Coordinator: (518) 483-3261 terrianneyanulavich@yahoo.com 

Mrs. Michele A. Meyers, Principal •  smsprincipal@twcny.rr.com 

Mrs. Terry M. Feuka, Administrative Assistant • cantoncatholics@gmail.com 

Gabriel Project • (315)244-8232 • Parish Nurse • (315)322-1836 • Surviving Spouse Group • (315)379-1650 

 

Our Sacred Purpose: 

 

Christ-led, 
Christ-fed, 

and Hope-filled 

 

The Diocese  of Ogdensburg  joyfully 

invites the people of the North Country  
to the journey of faith  

through the proclamation of the Gospel, 

the celebration of the Eucharist and 

the Sacraments,  
and the loving service of  neighbor. 
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Pastor’s Corner   
This Sunday, St. Paul’s beautiful hymn to Love is 
our second reading.  You all know the one 
(1Cor13).  It’s without a doubt the most popular 
reading for Catholic weddings, and for good rea-
son.   

It reminds us, when we listen to the whole thing, that love is not 
easy, but it is good.  I do love being your pastor.  And while it isn’t 
always easy, it is sure good.  Thank you to all of you who have 
voiced your words of support as we faced the possibility of clos-
ing the school.  With the good work of our 3 councils, the guid-
ance of our Bishop, and the prayers and support of so many pa-
rishioners, we’re moving forward at St. Mary’s School.   

The challenges will continue, but we will face them with the Love 
of the Gospel.  This will be a year of hard work, innovation, and 
excitement.  A letter has gone out this week to all school families 
and parishioners (copies will be available at the doors of the 
church) asking for people to sign up to help with our exciting new 
initiatives.  You don’t have to be a parent in the school to help us 
out on this! 

 

I’ll be away from Sunday until Saturday morning with some 
classmates from seminary.  Thanks to Fr. Scott Belina who is 
going to be with you on Sunday evening, and Fr. Justin Thomas 
who will be here for the Friday morning Mass with the school. 

    —Fr. Bryan Stitt 

If you have a complaint of suspected misconduct involving diocesan cler-
gy, religious, employees, or volunteers, please contact the Victims’ Assis-

tance Coordinator or one of the other representatives. 
 

Victims’ Assistance Coordinator 

Terrianne Yanulavich, PhD., L.M.H.C. 

Adult & Youth Counseling Services of Northern NY 

Telephone (518) 483-3261 Ext 2267 

Fax (518) 483-3383 

E-mail: terrianneyanulavich@yahoo.com 

Safe Environment Coordinator 

Diocese of Ogdensburg 

John Morrison 

Telephone (315) 393-2920 Ext 1413 

E-mail: jmorrison@rcdony.org  

Episcopal Vicar for Pastoral Personnel 

Diocese of Ogdensburg 

Reverend Christopher Carrera  

Telephone (315) 393-2920 Ext 1340 

E-mail ccarrara@rcdony.org 

 

Because We Care 

Throat Blessings Today 

Each year on February 3rd, the Church marks the feast of St. 
Blaise, Bishop and Martyr and patron saint of those afflicted with 
illnesses of the throat.  We’ll happily be offering throat blessings 
after each Mass this Lord’s Day.  Fr. 
William Saunders offered this reflec-
tion in the Arlington Catholic Herald 
a couple years ago.  We thought you 
might like to learn a little of the back 
story. 

All sources agree that St. Blaise was the Bishop of Sebaste in Ar-
menia who suffered martyrdom under Licinius about the year 
316. (Remember that Emperor Constantine had legalized the 
practice of Christianity in 313, but Licinius, his ally and co-
emperor who had concurred in legalizing Christianity, betrayed 
him and began persecuting the Church. Constantine defeated 
Licinius in 324.) From here, we rely on the tradition which has 
been associated with our liturgical celebrations over the centu-
ries, which does not necessarily preempt their veracity or accura-
cy. In accord with various traditions, St. Blaise was born to rich 
and noble parents, and received a Christian education. He was a 
physician before being consecrated a bishop at a young age.  

During the persecution of Licinius, St. Blaise, receiving some di-
vine command, moved from the town and lived as a hermit in a 
cave. Wild animals visited, and he healed any that were sick and 
wounded. One day, a group of hunters gathering wild beasts for 
the game in the amphitheater discovered St. Blaise and seized 
him. As he was being taken to the governor Agricolaus, the gov-
ernor of Cappadocia and Lesser Armenia, St. Blaise encountered 
a woman whose pig was being seized by a wolf. St. Blaise com-
manded the wolf to release the pig, and it was freed unhurt. 
While in prison, he miraculously cured a small boy who was chok-
ing to death on a fishbone lodged in his throat. Also, the woman 
whose pig had been saved brought St. Blaise candles so that his 
cell would have light and he could read the Sacred Scriptures. 
Eventually, Agricolaus condemned St. Blaise for upholding his 
Christian faith rather than apostatizing. He was tortured with the 
iron comb (an instrument designed for combing wool which was 
used here for shredding the skin) and finally beheaded. By the 
sixth century, St. Blaise ’s intercession was invoked for diseases of 
the throat in the East. As early as the eighth century, records at-
test to the veneration of St. Blaise in Europe, and he became one 
of the most popular saints in the spiritual life of the Middle Ages. 
One reason for St. Blaise’ s popularity arose from the fact he was 
a physician who cured, even performing miraculous cures. There-
by, those who were sick, especially with throat ailments, invoked 
his intercession. Eventually the custom of the blessing of throats 
arose, whereby the priest held two crossed candles over the 
heads of the faithful or touched their throats with them while he 
invoked the prayer of the saint and imparted God ’s blessing. In 
our present Roman Ritual, the priest prays, "Through the inter-
cession of St. Blaise, bishop and martyr, may God deliver you 
from every disease of the throat and from every other illness, in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit." 
This practice continues in many parishes on St. Blaise ’s feast day.  

Fr. Saunders is dean of the Notre Dame Graduate School of Christendom 
College and pastor of Queen of Apostles Parish, both in Alexandria. 

NYS Abortion Expansion 

Today’s insert was developed shortly before last 
week’s vote expanding the Abortion laws of 
New York State.  Sadly, everything that it pre-
dicted did end up passing.  Last week we shared the response of 
the Bishops of NYS.  Please also go to this link to see how our 
politicians voted and to send follow-up messages to them: 
https://www.nyscatholic.org/category/news-releases/  

https://www.nyscatholic.org/
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Last Week’s      

 Second Collection:  

 

Thank you for your generous donation to the Respect Life Cam-
paign.   If you were unable to contribute then but still wish to, put 
you envelope in this week’s basket or send it to the rectory.  

Catholic Schools Week  

 next week! 

Come Join us! 
Sunday:  Opening Mass at 9am 

Monday: Storytelling sessions in morning 

                Art & math activities after lunch 

Tuesday:               Vocation visit from Fr. Lucia 

  Song Practice 

Wednesday:  PK-2 Visit the Museum 

  Grades 3-6 compete in the Olympics 

Thursday:  Students visit and perform at Maplewood 

  St. Valentine’s Day Parties 

  Family Night!!! 

Friday:   8:15 Closing Mass 

  Grades 3-6 visit the Museum 

  Grades PK-2 compete in the Olympics 

2019 Canton’s Winterfest Church Concerts 
will be Monday February 11.  St. Mary’s will be 
kicking off the event with the Clergy Soup and 
Bread dinner from 5pm to 6pm.  This is free to 
the public and music is provided during dinner.   

The concerts then  go from the First Presbyterian Church and 
end at the United Methodist Church with refreshments.  Each 
church is asked to donate 4 dozen cookies for the end 
of the event.  Cookies are delivered to the United Meth-
odist Church on that day.   

Each concert is about 20 minutes and the audience is 
then escorted to the next church with a bagpiper! 

CD of the Week:    

A GUIDE TO RAISING (ALMOST) PERFECT KIDS 
 

Why don't kids come with an instruction    

manual? Actually, they do! In this packed 

presentation filled with humor and easy-to-

apply practical examples, Dr. Gregory & Lisa Popcak and Dr. Ray 

Guarendi help you discover your own God-given instruction     

manual for creating an effective and life-changing parenting plan 

for your children. 

St. Mary’s School 

Pancake Breakfast 
Sunday February 1o 

8:30 am—11:30 am 

St. Mary’s School Gym 

All are Invited! 
 

Menu 

Pancakes, Sausage, Eggs, Toast, 

Fresh Fruit, 

Coffee, Tea, Orange Juice, 

Gluten Free Available 

Back by popular demand: Apple Pancakes! 

$7.00 per person 

Children 5 and under FREE 

Families of 4 or more  $30.00 
 

Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus 

Help us support Catholic Education in Canton 

Campus Corner                                Newman Club 

Save-the-Date-Spring Retreat  

March 29th-31st-Wadhams Hall-Ogdensburg 

Join other area Catholic college students for faith, fellowship, 
and fun at our annual Lenten retreat! Email Amanda at 

aconklin@stlawu.edu or conklina@canton.edu for more info.  

Dear Jesus, Divine Physician and Healer of the sick, we turn to you in this time of 
illness. O dearest comforter of the troubled, alleviate our worry and sorrow with 
your gentle love, and grant us the grace and strength to accept this burden. Dear 
God, we place our worries in your hands. We place our sick under your care and 
humbly ask that you restore your servant to health again. Above all, grant us the 
grace to acknowledge your will and know that whatever you do, you do for the love 
of us.       Amen. 

Nolan Joe Redmond Joel Rivera Camille Brown 
Sam Bisonette  Sharon King Annette Hurley 
David Datush  William Roman Leward & Betty Lucia 
Arlene Maroney  Janis Striggles Judy Ruddy 
Debbie Gainey  Katie Coakley Ba Fred Rycroft 
Phyllis Cunningham Sue Dean 
Doni Peters  Shirley Lamendola 

Abuse Victims and their families 

St. Mary’s Thrift Store 
7 Main St.  

Open     Mon.-Fri. 9am-4 pm  
 

Come see of our new clothing arriving daily. 
***Mittens, Gloves, Hats, Scarves***  

The SUPERBOWL is this Sunday night!  

Help to support our Newman Ministry by picking 
a square in our annual Super Bowl pool.  

Pool squares are available after all of the Masses. 

More info to follow! 

https://www.lighthousecatholicmedia.org/store/title/a-guide-to-raising-almost-perfect-kids
mailto:aconklin@stlawu.edu
mailto:conklina@canton.edu
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=11571
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5305
http://www.catholic.org/prayers/prayer.php?p=2917
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5305
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=12332


 

 

February 2 & 3, 2019 
Sat. 5:00 pm 

Lectors:  Brad Mintener 

Eucharist: Sandy Bartlett, Mike Christy, Freda Michaud,  

  Bernie Proulx 

Altar Servers: Eleanor Bailey  

Greeters: Please Volunteer 

 

Sun. 9:00 am 

Lectors:  Joan Hyde, Russell Backus 

Eucharist: Keith Zimmerman, Joe Tebo, Maureen Howard +1 

Altar Servers: Nathaniel Romano, Alexa Romano, Nicole White 

Greeter:  Please Volunteer 

      

February 9 & 10, 2019 
Sat. 5:00 pm 

Lectors:  Carol O’Horo and Edd White 

Eucharist: Joan Pope, Anne Ryan-Ruud, Pat Furgal and 

  Cathleen O’Horo 

Altar Servers: Eleanor Bailey 

Greeters: Jim Barry 

 

Sun. 9:00 am 

Lectors:  Students of St. Mary’s School 

Eucharist: Helen Dominy, Allie Withee, Norma Jean LaPoint 
  and Jennifer Palumbo 

Altar Servers: Gavin Thompson, Nicole White and SMS Students 

Greeter:  School Students and Brian and Barb Lee 

Week of  January 27     2018      2019   

Envelopes   $5,363.00 $4,368.00 

Plate       $770.12    $609.25 

Children’s Envelope         $3.25 

Fuel Collection      $280.00    $220.00 

Respect Life   $1,417.50 $1,315.05 

Christmas          $5.00 

Solemnity of Mary       $10.00      $19.00 

Total    $7,848.87 $6,531.30 

Thank you for your support and generosity 
each and every week! 

Please continue to remember how important your 
weekly offering is to the life of our parish! 

Catholic Schools Week 

Starts  

Sunday,  February 10 



Sunday, February 3: Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9:00 am Mass  Irene Krenceski by Martha Mackey 

5:00 pm Mass  Don Wilson by Judy Wilson & Family 

     

Monday, February 4: Weekday 

No Mass Today 

     

Tuesday, February 5: Saint Agatha, Virgin and Martyr 

4:00 pm   Holy Hour for Vocations in private 

No Mass Today 

       

Wednesday, February 6: St. Paul Miki and Companions, Martyrs 

No Mass Today 

    

Thursday, Frebruary 7: Weekday 

   Doctor of the Church 

4:45 pm   Rosary for Life 

No Mass Today 

    

Friday, February 8:  Weekday/Saint Jerome Emiliani,  

   Saint Josephine Bakhita, Virgin 

8:15 am Mass  Mary Cappione by Edd and Pat White 

      

Saturday, February 9: Weekday 

No Morning Mass  

Vigil: Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

3:45-4:45 pm  Confession 

5:00 pm Mass  Hollis Shelmidine (Anniversary)  

   by his wife, Carolyne  

     

Sunday, February 10: Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9:00 am Mass  Carolyn Pickert by Russ, Erin and 

   Rory Backus 

5:00 pm Mass  The LaForce Family The Olin Family 

MASS & PARISH SCHEDULE 

Please pick up a  

weekly children’s Bulletin 

 for your child.   

Help them learn about the weekly gospel from a 
child’s perspective. 

They are located in the bulletin holders. 

The Church Sanctuary Lamp burns this week  
In thanksgiving for the benefactors of  

Saint Mary’s School 
 

If you desire to have the Vigil Lamp lit for a loved one or for your inten-
tion, please contact the Rectory. 

Readings for Sunday, February 3: 
Jer 1:4-5, 17-19/Ps 71:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 15-17 [cf. 15ab]/1 Cor 
12:31—13:13/Lk 4:21-30  

Readings for Sunday, February 10: 
Is 6:1-2a, 3-8/Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 7-8 [1c]/1 Cor 15:1-11, 11/Lk 5:1-11  




