
THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH  
OF SAINT MARY 

Parish Office 
68 Court Street, Canton, New York 13617 

PHONE: (315) 386-2543   OFFICE HOURS Monday thru Friday 8:00 am – 4:00 pm  
www.cantoncatholics.com • catholicrectory@twcny.rr.com 

St. Mary’s School 
2 Powers Street • (315) 386-3572 • stmarysc@twcny.rr.com • www.stmaryscantonny.com 

 

Sacrament of Baptism – For Children to be Baptized, please call the Rectory to schedule a meeting. 
Sacrament of Penance – Tuesday from 5:40pm until done, Saturday 3:45—4:45, pm and by appointment.  

Marriage – Make arrangements with the Pastor at least six months in advance. Pre-Cana instruction is necessary. 
Anointing of the Sick – Please advise the parish office of the serious illness or hospitalization of a parishioner. 

Communion for shut-ins – Please notify the Rectory if anyone is unable to attend Sunday Mass regularly. 
*** New Parishioners – Register at the Rectory at any time. *** 

PARISH STAFF 

Rev. Bryan D. Stitt, Pastor • stittamdg@gmail.com 

Mr. James M. Snell, Deacon • deaconsnell@gmail.com • (315)262-0491 

Mr. Paul J. Schrems, Pastoral Associate for Administration • catholicrectory@twcny.rr.com 

Mrs. Amanda J. Conklin, Campus Ministry •  conklina@canton.edu  or aconklin@stlawu.edu 

Ms. Jamie J. Burns, Religious Education Coordinator • religioused66@twcny.rr.com 

Ms. Terrianne Yanulavich, Child Safety & Victims’ Assistance Coordinator: (518) 651-2267 terrianneyanulavich@yahoo.com 

Mrs. Michele Lallier, Principal •  smsprincipal@twcny.rr.com 

Mrs. Terry M. Feuka, Vice-Principal • smsoffice@twcny.rr.com 

Parish Nurse • (315)322-1836 • Surviving Spouse Group • (315)379-1650 

Our Sacred Purpose: 

 

Christ-led, 
Christ-fed, 

and Hope-filled 

 

The Diocese  of Ogdensburg  joyfully 

invites the people of the North Country  
to the journey of faith  

through the proclamation of the Gospel, 

the celebration of the Eucharist and 

the Sacraments,  
and the loving service of  neighbor. 
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Pastor’s Corner  
As promised, we’re starting our summer series 
“Trust Truth” this week.  We found a great setting 
for it in the upper room (they call it the upper deck, 
but I figure the biblical name is close enough) of the Stadium 
Sports Bar.  Come join us for a short presentation on how we can 
love religion and science at the same time.  There will also be a 
chance for some Q&A, and even the chance to enjoy a pint with 
some great folks. (Yes, child care is being offered.)  The gather-
ings will be Mondays at 7:00 PM through the summer. 

Secondly, “Love, Naturally!” is the theme of this year’s Natural 
Family Planning Awareness Week, a national educational cam-
paign to celebrate God’s design for married love and the gift of 
life and to raise awareness of Natural Family Planning methods. 
“NFP,” as the U.S. bishops have written, is supportive of Catholic 
beliefs about married love because it “respects the God-given 
power to love a new human life into being” (see, Married Love 
and the Gift of Life).   

The week will conclude with a conference in Norfolk (see box to 
the right on page 3).  It should be a great opportunity for anyone 
looking to grow in their own understanding of the Church’s 
teachings on marriage or try to help others do so.   

Next week, we’ll be blessed to have Rev. Mark Desser with us to 
speak on the Missions.  Fr. Desser hails from Flint, MI.  He has 
served for some years in the Horn of Africa (2007-2009 and 2011 
up to now).  Fr. Desser was ordained for the Apostolic Mission of 
Somalia with the intent to go to Mogadishu and resume the 
Catholic Church’s mission there when possible. Having served as 
an engineer in the automotive industry prior to his priestly and 
missionary life, he now puts that skill to work as headmaster of a 
vocational-technical school in the port town of Tadjoura, Djibou-
ti, helping young people acquire basic trade skills to earn a living, 
and also offering Christian witness and formation in virtue as 
part of their education.  We look forward to hearing from him.  
Thank you in advance for your generosity in supporting the Dioc-
esan Mission Co-Op Appeal.   

I hope you all have a blessed week.  -Fr. Bryan Stitt 

Mass Attendance for 
Last Week  

5:00 PM Saturday        99  
9:00 AM Sunday         139 
10:45 AM Sunday         38 

SUMMER PROGRAM  

Besides the “Trust Truth” program 
that is starting on Monday, we’ll 

also shortly be rolling out  “Letter 
to a Suffering Church”—in re-
sponse to the Sex Abuse Crisis.  
This  a beautiful short book is going 
to be distributed at St. Mary’s.  A copy will be available for every 
household the last Sunday of July and in subsequent weeks 
there will be a chance for reflection and discussion. 

D.O.V.S. Pilgrimage to Ottawa 
Destination Notre Dame, Ottawa Ontario. Join 
Bishop LaValley and the Diocese of Ogdens-
burg Vocations Society (DOVS) on a Pilgrim-
age to Notre Dame Cathedral in Ottawa to 
pray for vocations on Wednesday, October 2, 2019.  The 
bus will pick up from Malone, Potsdam and Ogdens-
burg.  For more information see the flyers at the back of 
the church or contact Connie Randall at 315-265-2762 or 
Mary Enslow at 315-268-1016. 

Learn about Catholic 

teaching on responsi-

ble parenthood and 

Natural Family Plan-

ning. Visit the U.S. 

Conference of Catho-

lic Bishops NFP Pro-

gram’s website at: 

www.usccb.org/nfp  

Summer Confession?  Since Saturday afternoons are 

busy for so many of us, we also offer Confessions after the 5:10 
PM Mass on Tuesdays.  Basically from 5:40 until the last confes-
sion is heard.  There are 9 months between Advent and Lent. It’s 
a great idea to also make a good confession in between! 

TRUST TRUTH 

A St. Mary’s  

Summer Series  

on Faith & Reason 
 

Upper Deck of the Stadium Sports Bar in Canton 

7:00 pm. 

Schedule: 

July 22   Night 1: Catholics & Evolution  

    ( Fr. Bryan Stitt ) 

July 29   Night 2: What Atheists Get Right  

    ( Seth Conklin ) 

August 5    Night 3 : Science Born From Christianity  

    ( Fr. Scott Belina ) 

August 12  Night 4: If God, Then . . .  

    ( Fr. Raymond DeSouza ) 

August 20  Night 5: The Why Behind Worship   

    ( Fr. Joe Giroux ) 

August 26  Night 6: Our Lady of the 21st Century  

    ( Prof. Maura Fehlner ) 
 

Child Care is available 

http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/marriage-and-family/natural-family-planning


Dear Jesus, Divine Physician and Healer of the sick, we turn to you in this 
time of illness. O dearest comforter of the troubled, alleviate our worry and 
sorrow with your gentle love, and grant us the grace and strength to accept 
this burden.  
Dear God, we place our worries in your hands. We place our sick under your 
care and humbly ask that you restore your servant to health again. Above 
all, grant us the grace to acknowledge your will and know that whatever you 
do, you do for the love of us.       Amen. 

Nolan Joe Redmond Peggy Cashman Natalie teRiele Doni Peters 
Sam Bisonette Camille Brown David Datush Dan Nolan 
Arlene Maroney Shirley Lamendola Debbie Gainey Carol Gainey 
Fred Rycroft Phyllis Cunningham Sue Dean  Judy Rudd 
Cheryl Cunio Sharon King Pat Casey  Don Tracy 
Katie Coakley Ba Abuse Victims & their families            Leward & Betty Lucia 
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Don’t you love when plan 
comes together?!?   
A few weeks back we decided to gift the Most 
Rev. Douglas Lucia with an oil stock for the 
Sacred Chrism. Of all the stocks that I was 
able to find, there was one that seemed like 
the best fit.  (You can see a picture of it to the 
right).  The price tag was significant ($1,295), 
and I wasn’t sure that we’d be able to raise the 
funds.   On Monday, we counted what had come in to date: 
$1,293.  That confirmed it.  We’re getting it.  Thank you so much 
for your generosity! 

You’ll also appreciate that the bottom of the stock will be en-
graved with this message: 

To the Most Rev. Douglas J. Lucia  

From your Family of Faith at St. Mary’s, Canton  

In the Name of Jesus  

August 8, 2019 

Update: Since Monday, a few more gifts have come in.  They (as 
well as any others) will be totaled and given as a donation to the 
charitable works of the Bishop of Syracuse.   

MATCHING FUND APPEAL 

 
St. Mary’s School has been notified that 
ten anonymous donors are challenging us 
AGAIN!  These donors challenge Saint 
Mary’s to raise $10,000 for our beloved 
school through a special match collection 
to be taken up in late August. If we can raise $10,000 in this    
special match collection in August, these very generous donors 
will give St. Mary’s School $10,000.  Remember that this         
collection did not take place last year.  

Please consider joining your friends and neighbors in supporting 
this special effort.  

Religious Education News 
Do you love to work with children?  Do 
you love your Catholic Faith?  Would 
you be willing to share your love of the 
Catholic Faith and Children with our St. 
Mary’s Parish Family?  Catechist Train-
ing and Assistance will be provided.  If 
you are interested in volunteering, 
please contact Miss Burns at 315-244-8424 or email religious-
ed66@twcny.rr.com. 

Job Advertisement: 

Family Support Coordinators 

The Roman Catholic Diocese of Ogdensburg is seeking Family 
Support Coordinators to work in Catholic schools to support 
Healthy Families for a Hopeful Future promoting healthy family 
lifestyles and choices.  The Family Support Coordinators will as-
sist students and families through an array of services that build 
healthy relationships and strengthens family engagement prac-
tices including parental support, efforts to coordinate and pro-
vide access to enhanced health, education, social and emotional 
well-being of youth and families.  Coordinators needed for the 
following locations:  Canton, Carthage, Gouverneur, Lake Placid, 
Massena, Plattsburgh, Saranac Lake, Ticonderoga, Watertown.  
Bachelor’s degree in childhood education, human services or re-
lated field.  Prior experience as a Family Support Coordinator of 
youth and/or families is desirable.  Strong communication and 
organizational skills are a must.  Submit letter of interest, resume 
and three professional references to:  Human Resources Office, 
Diocese of Ogdensburg, P.O. Box 369, Ogdensburg, NY 13669.  
Deadline for application is July 29, 2019. 

http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=11571
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5305
http://www.catholic.org/prayers/prayer.php?p=2917
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5305
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=12332


 

July 20 and 21, 2019 
Sat. 5:00 pm 
Lectors:  Jeannine Ballard, Edd White 
Altar Servers: Eleanor Bailey 
Eucharist: Cathie O’Horo, Anne Ryan-Ruud, Bernie Proulx,  
  Sandra Bartlett 
Greeters: Jim Barry  
 
Sun. 9:00 am 
Lectors:  Russel Backus, Virginia Burwell 
Eucharist: Norma Jean Lapoint, Joe Tebo, Joan Hyde,  
  Maureen Howard 
Altar Servers: Nate Romano, Alex Romano, Nicole White 
Greeter:  Barb Lee 
 

 
July 27 and 28, 2019 

Sat. 5:00 pm 
Lectors:  Lisa Guccione, Brenda Sanderson 
Altar Servers: Eleanor Bailey, Christian Guarino 
Eucharist: Carol O’Horo, Joan Pope, Pat Furgal,  
  Julie Guarino 
Greeters: Mary Thivierge 
  
Sun. 9:00 am 
Lectors:  Mel Schrems, Maureen Howard 
Eucharist: Paul Schrems, Marion Larson, Barb teRiele,  
  Keith Zimmerman 
Altar Servers: Gavin Thompson, Nicole White 
Greeter:  Brian Lee 

Week of July 14   2018         2019  

Envelopes   $6,260.00 $5,086.00 

Plate       $733.00    $777.00 

Adopt-a-Student       $25.00 

Mission Project      $100.00 

On-Line Giving        $475.00 

Children’s Envelopes         $1.00           65¢ 

Total    $7,119.00 $6,338.65 
 

Thank you for your support and generosity each and every week! 
Please continue to remember how important your weekly offering is 

to the life of our parish! 
 

Save the hassle of writing checks and using envelopes, set 
up a direct deposit for your offering. 

To set up online giving,  



Saturday, July 20: Weekday/St. Apollinaris, Bishop and 
   Martyr 

No Morning Mass 

3:45-4:45 pm  Confession 

Vigil:  Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

5:00 pm Mass  Nola Tarantino by  
   Randy and Carolyn Barkley 
   
Sunday, July 21:  Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9:00 am Mass  Harry Barr by Debbie St. Germain 
10:45 am Mass  Phil Helfter by his wife, Bonnie 

No 5:00 pm Mass  
    
Monday, July 22: St. Mary Magdalene 

No Mass Today 
   
Tuesday, July 23: Weekday/St. Bridget, Religious 
4:00 pm   Holy Hour for Vocations (on your own) 

No Mass Today 
     
Wednesday, July 24: Weekday/St. Sharbel Makhlüf, Priest 

No Mass Today 
    
Thursday, July 25:  St. James, Apostle 
4:45 pm   Rosary for Life (on your own) 

No Mass Today 
    
Friday, July 26:   Sts. Joachim and Anne, Parents of the 
   Blessed Virgin Mary 

No Mass Today 
     
Saturday, July 27: Weekday 

No Morning Mass 
3:45-4:45 pm  Confession 

Vigil:  Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
5:00 pm Mass  Don Wilson  
   by Cindi and Dan Willmart and Family
      
Sunday July 28  Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9:00 am Mass  Harold Ames by Agnes Opdyke 
10:45 am Mass  Rose Baldwin by Joe Tebo 

No 5 pm Mass 

MASS & PARISH SCHEDULE 

The Church Sanctuary Lamp burns this week 
 

to the Glory of God and for the safety of all travelers 
 

If you desire to have the Vigil Lamp lit for a loved one  
or for your intention, please contact the Rectory. 

Readings for July 21, 2019 

Gn 18:1-10a/Ps 15:2-3, 3-4, 5 [1a]/Col 1:24-28/Lk 
10:38-42  

Readings for July 28, 2019 

Gn 18:20-32/Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 6-7, 7-8 [3a]/Col 2:12-14/
Lk 11:1-13  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ: 
 

 At one time or another, we’ve heard the persistent voice of a child very much wanting to know, “WHY? But WHY?!” Every par-
ent is familiar with this questioning—and so is our Mother, the Church, as her sons and daughters struggle to understand Church 
teaching on sex, love, and marriage. 

With her annual celebration of Natural Family Planning Awareness Week, the Church invites us to ask “WHY,” to better un-
derstand the reasons behind her teaching. This year’s theme: LOVE NATURALLY!  COOPERATING WITH GOD’S DESIGN FOR MARRIED 
LOVE, reminds us that Natural Family Planning is, in fact, God’s plan, as revealed in Scripture and understood through two millennia of 
the life and teaching of the Church.  

The heart of this teaching: God made us. He loves us and wants us to be happy with Him forever. The beginning of this love 
story is told in the Book of Genesis. There we learn that God created human beings in His own image, that He created us male and fe-
male, blessed us, and commanded human beings to be fruitful and multiply. We learn further that a man shall leave his father and 
mother, and cling to his wife, so that the two may become one flesh. And God, looking at what He had made, found it very good.  

What is God teaching us in this familiar story? First, out of all that He has made, human beings alone have been created in 
God’s image—the image of a God who is Himself a community of loving persons. Secondly, we are created male and female so that we 
might image and participate in the free, total, faithful, fruitful love of the Blessed Trinity. Thirdly, this participation is made possible, in 
a special way, through the marital union of man and woman, which makes them one flesh and at the same time opens them to becom-
ing co-creators with God of new persons.  

So, what is God asking of married couples? Is it even possible for them to respect both the life-giving and love-giving mean-
ings which God has written into the conjugal act? Consider Pope Francis’ emphasis on the wisdom of the Church in this regard: “The 
use of methods based on the laws of nature and the incidence of fertility are to be promoted, since these methods respect the bodies 
of the spouses, encourage tenderness between them, and favor the education of an authentic freedom.” (Amoris Laetitia, 222) 

           In proposing Natural Family Planning, the Church invites couples to live in harmony with their fertility, to accept it as a gift from 
God rather than attacking the gift as one would a disease or an invader. NFP is an invitation to see things from God’s perspective. After 
all, no one knows more about love than God who is love itself, and no one knows more about sex than the God who created it.  

NFP accepts fertility as the wise design of a loving creator and educates couples to recognize and interpret the regularly oc-
curring signs of fertility and infertility. A couple then uses this shared knowledge to avoid (or achieve) pregnancy according to their 
family planning intention. But NFP offers much more than effective family planning. As St. John Paul II explains in Familiaris Consortio, 
“The choice of the natural rhythms involves accepting the cycle of the woman, and thereby accepting dialogue, reciprocal respect, 
shared responsibility, and self-control.”  Growing in these qualities can only deepen a couple’s love and strengthen their marriage. (# 
32) 

So, yes, God’s design for marriage is good, very good, and cooperating with it brings blessings to couples, their families, and 
the Church. NFP is a way of life and love that values children as uniquely precious gifts of God and understands why the Church sees 
them as “the supreme gift of marriage.”  Faithful marriages and generously responsible parenthood will build up the People of God for 
years to come. 

There is no time like the present to learn more about God’s design for married love—especially now when it is being rejected 
and re-shaped by so many. Church documents, and other materials are available through our diocesan NFP Office at (518) 483-0459 or 
via email at apietropaoli@rcdony.org. Feel free to contact the office with any questions or concerns you may have, and/or visit the 
website at www.rcdony.org/nfp. We are grateful to Suzanne and Angelo Pietropaoli who lead so faithfully our NFP efforts in the Dio-
cese of Ogdensburg. 

May you discover all the blessings God intends for you! 

Faithfully yours in Christ, 

         
 

 

Most Reverend Terry R. LaValley 
Bishop of Ogdensburg 

mailto:apietropaoli@rcdony.org
http://www.rcdony.org/nfp

