
 
Parish Office 

68 Court Street, Canton, New York 13617 
PHONE: (315) 386-2543   OFFICE HOURS Monday thru Friday 8:00 am – 4:00 pm  

www.cantoncatholics.com • cantoncatholics@gmail.com 
St. Mary’s School 

2 Powers Street • (315) 386-3572 • stmarysc@twcny.rr.com • www.stmaryscantonny.com 

Sacrament of Baptism – For Children to be Baptized, please call the Rectory to schedule a meeting. 
Sacrament of Penance – Tuesday from 5:40pm until done, Saturday 3:45—4:45, pm and by appointment.

Marriage – Make arrangements with the Pastor at least six months in advance. Pre-Cana instruction is necessary. 
Anointing of the Sick – Please advise the parish office of the serious illness or hospitalization of a parishioner. 

Communion for shut-ins – Please notify the Rectory if anyone is unable to attend Sunday Mass regularly. 
New Parishioners – Register at the Rectory during normal office hours.  

 Rev. Bryan D. Stitt, Pastor • stittamdg@gmail.com 

Mr. James M. Snell, Deacon • deaconsnell@gmail.com • (315)262-0491 

Mr. Paul J. Schrems, Pastoral Associate for Administration • catholicrectory@twcny.rr.com 

Ms. Grace Leader, Administrative Assistant •  cantoncatholics@gmail.com 

Mrs. Amanda J. Conklin, Campus Ministry •  conklina@canton.edu  or aconklin@stlawu.edu 

Ms. Jamie J. Burns, Religious Education Coordinator • religioused66@twcny.rr.com 

Ms. Terrianne Yanulavich, Child Safety & Victims’ Assistance Coordinator (Offsite): (518) 651-2267 terrianneyanulavich@yahoo.com 

Mrs. Michele Lallier, Principal •  smsprincipal@twcny.rr.com 

Mrs. Terry M. Feuka, Vice-Principal • smsoffice@twcny.rr.com 

Parish Nurse • (315)322-1836           Surviving Spouse Group • (315)379-1650 

Christ-led,
Christ-fed, 

and Hope-filled 

 

The Diocese  of Ogdensburg  joyfully 

invites the people of the North Country  
to the journey of faith  

through the proclamation of the Gospel, 

the celebration of the Eucharist and 

the Sacraments,  
and the loving service of  neighbor. 

December 15, 2019 
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Mass Attendance for 
Last Week  

5:00 PM Saturday      101 
9:00 AM Sunday         181 
5:00 PM Sunday          86 

Pastor’s Corner  
Gaudete Sunday is our day to light the rose candle of 
our wreath, and dust off our rose colored vestments 
(Thanks to all of you who remembered to wear rose/
pink today!).  Much more importantly, it’s the day to lighten up 
on our Christmas preparations and rejoice in anticipation of the 
coming of the Lord.  I hope it is a blessed and joyful day for you 
all. 

After last week’s somber announcement of the closure of St. 
Mary’s School at the end of this academic year, it can seem hard 
to pivot to this day of rejoicing.  Case in point: On Monday morn-
ing, one of our 2nd graders brought a zip-lock back of money—a 
lot of loose coins but also a few assorted bills —with the note: 
“This is all the money I got to help St. Mary’s.”  This little guy 
gives us another great example of the widow’s mite.  May we all 
have such generous spirits this year and always.  (If we do, I know 
we’ll have a much more joyful world.) 

Of course there are, however, still many preparations to come.  
Included in all our physical and material preparations, we want to 
remember charitable and spiritual preparations too.  Confes-
sions on Monday from 6AM to 10PM.  And thank you in advance 
for being generous with the Lord, His Church, and other charities 
these days.   

Please also help us get ready for Christmas Day: Sign ups for the 
Liturgical ministers for the Christmas Masses are now at the 
doors of the Church.  Also, you can sign up to help with the meal 
on the table inside the front doors of the church. 

I hope you all have a blessed week.                

    -Fr. Bryan Stitt 

2019 Christmas Candles 

To burn for the Twelve Days of Christmas,  
Beginning Christmas Eve, Dec. 24.   

 

In Memory of/ In Honor of : 

 

__________________________________________ 

Requested by: 

 

__________________________________________ 

Please return this form and a $25 offering to the Rectory or place 
in the collection basket by Dec. 18. 

The Power of Mercy 
Tuesdays and Saturdays are our normal days 
for Confessions here at St. Mary’s, but Mon-
day, December 16th is going to be even 
more so than normal.   

Father Stitt (along with a couple of the 
local priests who will spot him for 
some much needed food and 
bathroom breaks) will be hearing Confessions from 6 AM to 10 
PM.  Make sure to take advantage of the Sacrament of Mercy as 
part of your Christmas preparations.   

 6 am to 9 am  Father Stitt 

 9 am to Noon  Father Jack Downs  
 Noon to 5 pm  Father Stitt 

 5 pm to 6 pm  Father Garry Giroux 

 6 pm to 7 pm  Father Steve Rocker 
 7 pm to 10 pm  Father Stitt 

Can you plan to 
join us after the 

9:00 AM Mass on 
Sunday the 22nd?   

Many hands make 
light work! 

Christmas Dinner 
Do you or a family member or a friend or an  
acquaintance need a hot meal on Christmas 
day? Contact the rectory to have meal deliv-
ered to you  at (315)386-2543 

Merry Christmas, and God Bless 

Other local Confession times/locations 
• Ogdensburg, Notre Dame, Sunday, Dec 15, 2:00PM Penance 

• Heuvelton, St. Raphael, Saturday, Dec 21, 3:00-4:15PM 

• Heuvelton, St. Raphael, Saturday, Dec 23, 7:00PM 

Here’s the breakdown 
for your  

planning purposes: 
 

Christmas Eve:   

• 4:00 PM—Our fullest Mass with the Children’s Procession. 

• 6:00 PM—Unchanged from last year with KofC color corps. 

• 11:00 PM—O Holy Night!  Mass isn’t supposed to be conven-
ient.  And this time is a challenge for us.  It’s not quite, the 
old Midnight Mass some of us remember from our 
youth...but it’s definitely close.  (This year with KofC choir) 

Christmas Day:   

• 7:30 AM—new this year.  The Mass at Dawn is commonly 
called the “Shepherds’ Mass” for the special readings of the 
day.  And if you’ve never seen our church light up as the sun 
rises, you’re in for a treat.  Sure to be the quietest option. 

• 10:00 AM—the Mass of the Day.  Perfect for the family after 
early presents and breakfast.   



Helps in using the Sacrament of Penance 

Elements of Making a Sincere Confession 

1. A thorough examination of conscience since your last confession is necessary (an example is given on the reverse 

side of this sheet). 

2. Inform the priest of the approximate length of time since your last confession and your basic vocation in life (i.e. 

single, married, widowed, etc.) as this helps him place your confessional information in some context. 

 3. More serious, or mortal sins, are as best as possible to be named specifically and with some indication of their  

  frequency.  Less serious or venial sin, ideally are mentioned specifically too, but may be mentioned more generally 

   for the sake of brevity. 

4. In order to receive the effects of absolution from sin, there needs to be a sincere desire to reject the sinful 

 behaviors confessed and a willingness to respond to God’s grace by attempting to avoid all future sin and 

 occasions of sin. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Come to me, all you who are 
wear and find life burdensome, 
and I will refresh you.   
Matthew 11:28 
 

While the prodigal son was still 

a long way off, his father 

caught sight of him and was 

deeply moved.  He ran out to 

meet him, threw his arms 

around his neck, and kissed 

him.  

 Luke 15:20 

 

A man owns a hundred sheep 
and one of them wanders 
away; will he not leave the 
ninety-nine out on the hills 
and go in search of the stray?  
Matthew 18:12 
 

God did not send the Son in-

to the world to condemn the 

world, but that it might be 

saved through him.   

John 3:17 

Hours of Confession at St. Mary’s 

 
Confessions are heard in Canton each Tuesday at 5:40 PM 
and each Saturday from 3:45-4:45 in the chapel (Please use 
the entrance from the parking lot between the church, 
school, and rectory.)  

Day of Mercy—Confessions will be heard from 6:00 AM until 
10:00 PM on Monday, December 16th in the chapel. 

6am-9am Fr.Stitt 
9am-Noon Fr. Downs 
Noon-5 pm Fr. Stitt 
5pm-6pm Fr. Garry Giroux 
6pm-7pm Fr. Rocker 
7pm-10pm Fr. Stitt 

An Act of Contrition 
 
There are multiple different Acts of Contrition.  Here is a good 
sample. 

 
Oh my God, I am heartily sorry for having offended you.  I de-
test all of my sins because of your just punishments, but most 
of all because they offend you, my God, who are good and 
deserving of all my love. 

I firmly resolve with the help of your grace, to sin no more and 

avoid the near occasions of sin.  Amen. 

The text of this resource comes to us from the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in D.C. where they have a dy-
namic Confession ministry. 



Examination of Conscience 
Below is a suggested way of examining your conscience in preparation for a fruitful confession of sin.  It focuses on the Ten 
Commandments and gives examples of the kinds of sins that tend to be committed against each of those divine precepts. 

I. I am the Lord your God, you shall not have false gods before me. 
Have I rejected God’s revelation as it comes to me through the Scriptures and the teachings of the 

Church? 
Have I served money, power, sexuality, or any other lesser good as if it were the supreme good to be 

sought? 
Have I despaired of God’s help?  Have I presumed upon God’s mercy? 
Have I placed faith in superstition? 

II. You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain 
Have I disrespected the holiness of God and of things or persons specifically associated with God? 
Have I made false oaths or failed to keep vows made in God’s sight? 

III. You shall keep holy the Sabbath day. 
Have I failed through my own fault to worship God on Sundays or designated Holy Days of Obligation? 
Have I kept Sunday holy by using it as a time for recreation and family, as a day of charitable activity 

and by making extra time for prayer?  I have I rested sufficiently to renew me for the tasks of the 
remainder of the week? 

Do I pray regularly and attentively throughout the week? 
IV. You shall honor your father and mother. 

Have I fulfilled obligations towards my parents, especially in their advancing years? 
Have I been respectfully obedient to those who are legitimate authorities in my life? 

V. You shall not kill. 
Have I contributed to or concurred in any way with the taking of human life through abortion, euthana-

sia or other threats to human life? 
Have I done damage to another’s reputation or wellbeing in any way? 
Have I jeopardized my own well being through the use of alcohol, drugs or some other self-destructive 

behavior? 
Have I wished for ill fate to befall another? 
Have I done anything that gives bad example to others and might lead them to fall into sin them-

selves? 
VI. You shall not commit adultery.    IX. You shall not covet your neighbor’s spouse. 

Have I engaged in willful sexual intercourse outside of marriage? 
Within marriage, have I engaged in sexual activity without regard for expressing true love for my 

spouse or without openness to the possibility of receiving the gift of human life? 
Have I been sexually impure with another or with myself? 
Has my marriage been celebrated in the Catholic Church or with the permission of the Catholic 

Church? 
Have I pursued and entertained lustful thoughts?  Have I been careful about the sexual content of ma-

terials I read or view? 
VII. You shall not steal.    X. You shall not covet your neighbor’s goods. 

Have I respected the property of others?  Have I taken the goods of another or done willful damage to 
them? 

Have I taken the intellectual property of others by taking their ideas without giving them credit? 
Have I deprived others of a just wage?  Have I failed to give my employer a day’s work for a day’s pay?   
Have I failed to share my resources with those less fortunate than me? 
Have I been discontent with my own blessings from God and envied those of my neighbor? 

VIII. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.  
Have I told serious lies?  Have I gossiped? 
Have I disclosed the faults of another without serious reason to do so?  



with them, please return them to the book rack horizontally with 
.  This will help 

Dear God, we place our worries in your hands. We place our 
sick under your care and humbly ask that you restore your 
servant to health again. Above all, grant us the grace to 
acknowledge your will and know that whatever you do, you do 
for the love of us.        
 
Dear Jesus, Divine Physician and Healer of the sick, we turn to you in this time 
of illness. O dearest comforter of the troubled, alleviate our worry and sorrow 
with your gentle love and grant us the grace and strength to accept this bur-
den     Amen. 

 

Nolan Joe Redmond Peggy Cashman Natalie teRiele Doni Peters 
Sam Bisonette Camille Brown David Datush J.J. Crooks 
Shirley Lamendola Debbie Gainey Carol Gainey Fred Rycroft 
Phyllis Cunningham Katie Coakley Ba Judy Ruddy Don Tracy 
Leward Lucia & Betty Lucia  Helen Hilts            Abuse Victims & their Families 
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Have a great Winter Break!  

We look forward to seeing you in the New Year! 

Campus Corner 

Religious Give Thanks: 

“Thank you’ hardly 
seems adequate to con-
vey what it means to us,” 
says a Catholic sister of 
the financial assistance 
her community received 
from the Retirement Fund for Religious. Prayer-filled 
thanks for your donation to last week’s second collection. 

For the initial set-up of your  
free account, go to: 
www.cantoncatholics.formed.org  

Listen: Come, Lord Jesus: Meditations on the Art of Waiting 
Read: Looking for the King: An Inklings Novel By David Downing 

Children’s Nativity Procession   
We’re looking for as much children’s participation as possible at 
Christmas Masses. We hope that many of our young parishioners 
will help us by serving at the altar and as greeters at all the Mass-
es.  But at the 4:00 PM we’ll also have some dressing like the Holy 
Family, shepherds and magi.  Hopefully this will allow youth that 
are visiting at Christmas to participate as well.  All will get a 
chance to help welcome Jesus at the manger.  Contact the office 
to let us know if your child would like a costume to participate. 

Christmas Collection 
The Diocese of Ogdensburg’s Retirement Plan for Priests has long 
been supported by parish contributions from its annual Christmas 
Collection. Currently 33 retired priests, and 12 active priests age 70 
and older, are expected to receive pension benefits of $900,000 in 
2019-20. Also 100% of the cost of health insurance premiums for 
retired priests, estimated at $220,000 this Fiscal year, is paid by the 
Plan. Your generous contribution not only supports current retirees 
but will also help provide for the retirement needs of priests who will 
retire in the future. Say thank you to your pastor and all priests of 
the diocese through a generous contribution to our Christmas Col-
lection.  

The Christmas day collection will be split. 75% will go toward the 
Priest Retirement Plan of the Diocese. The remaining 25 % of the   

collection will remain in the parish. Your donation will assist fomer 
Canton priests, including Frs. Tim Canaan, Joe Elliott, Leeward 
Poisant and Donald Kramberg.      Thank you on their behalf. 

Volunteers needed 
on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day at all of 
the Masses  

Volunteers also needed to help prepare and 
deliver the holiday meals for the shut-ins.  

Sign up sheets will be in the back of the 
church  

Baby Shower for Jesus concluding this week  

 Miss Augenstein and the 5th/6th grad class is collecting 
new baby items.  They can also be delivered to the table in front 
of their classroom until Tuesday, December 17. The fifth and 
sixth graders will then act as “Santa’s Helpers” and deliver these 
gifts to Catholic Charities in Ogdensburg. These gifts are distrib-
uted to families in the North Country in need of assistance. 

 Suggested Items: Clothing: onesies, hats, booties, 
socks, shirts, pants, sleepers/pajamas, bibs (size newborn 
through 24 months) Toiletries: shampoo, baby wash, baby lo-
tion, diaper rash cream, etc. Other Items: bottles & sippy cups, 
pacifiers, storybooks, blankets, stuffed animals 
& other small baby toys, teethers, rattles, etc.  
We cannot accept furniture, car seats or carriers. 
Diapers (of all sizes) are especially appreciated! 

 Thank you for your support! 

St. Mary’s School Lottery Ticket Wreath Raffle 

Tickets are 1/$1 or 6/$5.  

Drawing will be held Dec. 19th 

(You do not need to be present to win) 
Tickets Available at the school office, and at the Dec 

19th Family Fun Night.  

Proceeds Benefit St. Mary’s School! 

Bottle Drive  
The dumpster will be gone this 
weekend, but you can still help 
support St. Mary’s by bringing 
your cans to Bessette’s on Gou-
verneur Street.   

Simply tell them that you are supporting St. Mary’s  

http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5305
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=12332
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=11571
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5305
http://www.catholic.org/prayers/prayer.php?p=2917


December 14,and December 15, 2019 

Sat. 5:00 pm 
Lectors:  Brad Mintener, Lisa Guccione 
Altar Servers: Eleanor Bailey 
Eucharist: Michael Christy, Sandra Bartlett, 
  Brenda Sanderson, Patricia Furgal 
Greeters: Mary Thivierge 
Sun. 9:00 am 
Lectors:  Dawn White, Russel Backus 
Altar Servers: Nicole White, Alexa Romano, Nathaniel Romano 
Eucharist: Paul Schrems, Melissane Schrems, 
  Marion Larson, Barbara teRiele 
Greeters: Cheryl Curry 
      

 December 21, and December 22, 2019 
Sat. 5:00 pm 
Lectors:  Bernard Proulx, Edd White 
Altar Servers: Eleanor Bailey 
Eucharist: Joan Pope, Patricia Furgal,  
  Cathleen O’Horo, Carol O’Horo 
Greeter:  Jim Barry 
Sun. 9:00 am 
Lectors:  Maureen Howard, Joan Hyde 
Altar Servers: Gavin Thompson, Nicole White 
Eucharist: Josh Parker, Joseph Tebo,  
  Norma Jean Lapoint, Helen Dominy 

Greeters: Barbara Lee, Brian Lee 

Week of December 9         2018__    2019  

Envelopes   $5,889.00 $4,926.00 

Plate       $864.37    $567.00 

Children’s Envelope         $1.00        $1.29 

Fuel         $45.00 

Religious Retirement  $2,297.06 $1,974.00 

Campaign for Human Dev.        $50.00 

Christmas Collection (75% to Diocese/25% to Parish)         $20.00 

On-line Giving        $777.00 

Christmas Flowers     $130.00    $161.00 

Total    $9,226.43 $8,476.29 

 

Thank you for your support & generosity each week! Please contin-
ue to  remember how important your weekly offering is to the life of 

our parish! 

Save the hassle of writing checks and using envelopes, set 
up direct deposit for your offering. 

To set up online giving,  
visit cantoncatholics.com, click Home, then Donate Now. 



Saturday, Dec. 14: Saint John of the Cross,  

   Priest and Doctor of the Church   

3:45-4:45 pm  Confessions 

Vigil: Second Sunday of Advent 

5:00 pm Mass  For All the People of the Parish 

      

Sunday, Dec. 15: Third Sunday of Advent 

9:00 am Mass   In Thanksgiving for the People of St. 
   Marys’  Parish by Tony Collora 

10:00am   Religious Education Classes 

5:00 pm Mass  Betty Rowe by Becky & George Trejos 

6:00pm    Confirmation I & II Classes  

     

Monday , Dec. 16:  Advent Weekday 

6:00 am-10:00 pm  Day of Mercy; Confessions all day 

8:15 am Mass  Katie Leerkes by Mary Beth Bracy 
 

Tuesday, Dec. 17: Late Advent Weekday 

8:15 am Mass  Teresa Stitt by Jeff & Dolores Massaro 

  Holy Hour for Vocations (in private) 

6:45 pm   R.C.I.A. Class 
    

Wednesday, Dec. 18:  Late Advent Weekday  

10:30 am Mass  Betty Goodrow by Helen and Dick Hilts 

   (Maplewood)  
    

Thursday, Dec. 19: Late Advent Weekday 

4:50 pm   Rosary  for Life 

5:15 pm Mass  Patricia M. Hanna by Michelle and  
   Wayne Thompson and Family 
        

Friday, Dec. 20:   Late Advent Weekday 

8:15 am Mass  Patrick Casey by Diane Drummond 

      

Saturday, Dec. 21:  Late Advent Weekday/ Saint Peter 
   Canisius, Priest and Doctor of the  
   Church   
3:45-4:45 pm  Confessions 

  Vigil: Fourth Sunday of Advent 

5:00 pm Mass  Teresa Stitt by Susie and Eric Pellegrino
     

Sunday, Dec. 22: Fourth Sunday of Advent 
9:00 am Mass   For All the People of the Parish 

10:00 am  Religious Education Classes 

5:00 pm Mass  Helen Blance by Mark McKenna and 
   Mountain Warriors Team 

6:00 pm   Confirmation I & II 

MASS & PARISH SCHEDULE 

The Church Sanctuary Lamp burns this week  

for The Glory of God 

If you desire to have the Vigil Lamp lit for a loved one or for your 
intention, please contact the Rectory. 

 
Reading for December 22, 2019 
IS. 7:10-14 
Ps. 24:1-2,3-4,5-6 
Romans 1:1-7 
Matthew 1:18-24 

Reading for December 15, 2019 

IS 35:1-6a, 10 
Ps. 146:6-7,8-9,9-10 
James 15:4-9 
Matthew 11:2-11 


