
 
Parish Office 

68 Court Street, Canton, New York 13617 
PHONE: (315) 386-2543   OFFICE HOURS Monday thru Friday 8:00 am – 4:00 pm  

www.cantoncatholics.com • cantoncatholics@gmail.com 
St. Mary’s School 

2 Powers Street • (315) 386-3572 • stmarysc@twcny.rr.com • www.stmaryscantonny.com 

Sacrament of Baptism – For Children to be Baptized, please call the Rectory to schedule a meeting. 
Sacrament of Penance – Tuesday from 5:40pm until done, Saturday 3:45—4:45, pm and by appointment.

Marriage – Make arrangements with the Pastor at least six months in advance. Pre-Cana instruction is necessary. 
Anointing of the Sick – Please advise the parish office of the serious illness or hospitalization of a parishioner. 

Communion for shut-ins – Please notify the Rectory if anyone is unable to attend Sunday Mass regularly. 
New Parishioners – Register at the Rectory during normal office hours.  

 Rev. Bryan D. Stitt, Pastor • stittamdg@gmail.com 

Mr. James M. Snell, Deacon • deaconsnell@gmail.com • (315)262-0491 

Mr. Paul J. Schrems, Pastoral Associate for Administration • catholicrectory@twcny.rr.com 

Ms. Grace Leader, Administrative Assistant •  cantoncatholics@gmail.com 

Mrs. Amanda J. Conklin, Campus Ministry •  conklina@canton.edu  or aconklin@stlawu.edu 

Ms. Jamie J. Burns, Religious Education Coordinator • religioused66@twcny.rr.com 

Ms. Terrianne Yanulavich, Child Safety & Victims’ Assistance Coordinator (Offsite): (518) 651-2267 terrianneyanulavich@yahoo.com 

Mrs. Michele Lallier, Principal •  smsprincipal@twcny.rr.com 

Mrs. Terry M. Feuka, Vice-Principal • smsoffice@twcny.rr.com 

Parish Nurse • (315)322-1836           Surviving Spouse Group • (315)379-1650 

Christ-led,
Christ-fed, 

and Hope-filled 

 

The Diocese  of Ogdensburg  joyfully 

invites the people of the North Country  
to the journey of faith  

through the proclamation of the Gospel, 

the celebration of the Eucharist and 

the Sacraments,  
and the loving service of  neighbor. 

December 22, 2019 
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Mass Attendance for 
Last Week  

5:00 PM Saturday      111 
9:00 AM Sunday         144 
5:00 PM Sunday          63 

Pastor’s Corner  
The Fourth Week of Advent is going to come and go 
faster than the Little Drummer Boy can do “a Rump-
a-tum-tum.”  So as we make our final Christmas 
preparations, I want to wish you all the happiest and holies of 
Christmases.   

I know that many of you were able to prepare for the way of the 
Lord on Monday, as we heard Confessions throughout the day.  
If you haven’t had a chance to go yet, there are still two more 
chances: At St. Raphael’s in Heuvelton this Saturday (the 21st) at 
7:00 PM and Monday morning back here in Canton either before 
or after the 8:15 Mass.   

When making your plans for Christmas, I’d encourage you to 
look again at the Mass schedule and consider which would be 
best for you and your family.   

Finally, there are still some open slots for Liturgical ministers for 
the Christmas Masses.  The forms are at the back of the church.  
Also, you can sign up to help with the meal on the table inside 
the front doors of the church. 

I hope you all have a blessed Christmas!             -Fr. Bryan Stitt 

Here’s the breakdown 
for your  

planning purposes: 
 

Christmas Eve:   

• 4:00 PM—Our fullest Mass with the Children’s Procession. 

• 6:00 PM—Unchanged from last year with KofC color corps. 

• 11:00 PM—O Holy Night!  Mass isn’t supposed to be conven-
ient.  And this time is a challenge for us.  It’s not quite, the 
old Midnight Mass some of us remember from our 
youth...but it’s definitely close.  (This year with KofC choir) 

Christmas Day:   

• 7:30 AM—new this year.  The Mass at Dawn is commonly 
called the “Shepherds’ Mass” for the special readings of the 
day.  And if you’ve never seen our church light up as the sun 
rises, you’re in for a treat.  Sure to be the quietest option. 

• 10:00 AM—the Mass of the Day.  Perfect for the family after 
early presents and breakfast.   

Congratulations, 
Myla Rose! 
Last week, Myla Rose, the 
daughter of Dillon and Kate-
lynn Huntley, was baptized 
into the life of Grace here at 
St. Mary’s. 

Welcome to the family, Myla! 

Christmas Dinner 
Do you or a family member or a friend or an  
acquaintance need a hot meal on Christmas 
day? Contact the rectory to have meal de-
livered to you  at (315)386-2543 

Merry Christmas and God Bless 

Epiphany Open House Canceled 
Most of you received a Christmas letter from 
the parish last week including an invitation to 
our annual Open House at the rectory.  Can 
you believe that the pastor forgot that he was 
going to be away that day?!?  Sadly we have to 
cancel this year.  Another open house will be 
planned in the spring. 

Epiphany Novena  
Please join us in a Novena (nine days of prayer) in preparation for the 
Epiphany—praying for the needs of our hearts and of the entire parish 
from Friday, December 27 to Saturday, January 4. 

O Lady of the Epiphany, through your power, 
glory and love, show us your salvation – Jesus Christ. 

As the shepherds of Bethlehem came to you long ago, 
we now come before you. 
With Jesus Christ reigning in your arms, we also bow in awe. 

O Queen and intimate friend, remember our poverty. 
We beg you O tender Mother to hold our hands 
and listen closely to the desires and needs of our hearts. 

Mary, please remember: [State your request…]. 

Through your powerful intercession obtain for us 
the beautiful manifestation of your Divine Son 
in the lives of those for whom we pray. 

Mystical glorious woman crowned with stars, 
obtain the miracles and heavenly signs our dear ones need to 
find and embrace Jesus Christ, the King of Kings. 

Mary, we promise to amend our lives, 
and implore you to reveal the treasures of your heart to us, 
your poor children, at this time. Amen. 

If you are new to Canton or have never formally registered in the 
parish , please contact the rectory. We look forward to meeting 

you. 
If you have not received Father Stitt’s Christmas letter in the 

mail, that mean’s our contact information for you is incomplete. 
Please give us a call  so your information can be updated. (315)

386-2543 



with them, please return them to the book rack horizontally with 
.  This will help 

Dear God, we place our worries in your hands. We place our 
sick under your care and humbly ask that you restore your 
servant to health again. Above all, grant us the grace to 
acknowledge your will and know that whatever you do, you do 
for the love of us.        
 
Dear Jesus, Divine Physician and Healer of the sick, we turn to you in this time 
of illness. O dearest comforter of the troubled, alleviate our worry and sorrow 
with your gentle love and grant us the grace and strength to accept this bur-
den     Amen. 

 

Nolan Joe Redmond Peggy Cashman Natalie teRiele Doni Peters 
Sam Bisonette Camille Brown David Datush J.J. Crooks 
Shirley Lamendola Debbie Gainey Carol Gainey Fred Rycroft 
Phyllis Cunningham Katie Coakley Ba Judy Ruddy Don Tracy 
Leward Lucia & Betty Lucia  Helen Hilts            Abuse Victims & their Families 
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Have a great Winter Break!  

We look forward to seeing you in the New Year! 

Campus Corner 

The Chapel Sanctuary Lamp burns this week 
 

for Don Wilson by Judy Wilson and Family 
 

If you desire to have the Vigil Lamp lit for a loved one or for 
your intention, please contact the Rectory. 

 
 
 
 

For the initial set-up of your  
free account, go to: 
www.cantoncatholics.formed.org  

Listen: Come, Lord Jesus: Meditations on the Art of Waiting 
Read: Looking for the King: An Inklings Novel By David Downing 

Children’s Nativity Procession   
We’re looking for as much children’s participation as possible at 
Christmas Masses. We hope that many of our young parishioners 
will help us by serving at the altar and as greeters at all the Mass-
es.  But at the 4:00 PM we’ll also have some dressing like the Holy 
Family, shepherds and magi.  Hopefully this will allow youth that 
are visiting at Christmas to participate as well.  All will get a 
chance to help welcome Jesus at the manger.  Contact the office 
to let us know if your child would like a costume to participate. 

Christmas Collection 
The Diocese of Ogdensburg’s Retirement Plan for Priests has long 
been supported by parish contributions from its annual Christmas 
Collection. Currently 33 retired priests, and 12 active priests age 70 
and older, are expected to receive pension benefits of $900,000 in 
2019-20. Also 100% of the cost of health insurance premiums for 
retired priests, estimated at $220,000 this Fiscal year, is paid by the 
Plan. Your generous contribution not only supports current retirees 
but will also help provide for the retirement needs of priests who will 
retire in the future. Say thank you to your pastor and all priests of 
the diocese through a generous contribution to our Christmas Col-
lection.  

The Christmas day collection will be split. 75% will go toward the 
Priest Retirement Plan of the Diocese. The remaining 25% of the   

collection will remain in the parish. Your donation will assist for-
mer Canton priests, including Frs. Tim Canaan, Joe Elliott, Lee-
ward Poisant and Donald Kramberg.  

         Thank you on their behalf. 

Volunteers needed 
on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day at all of the 
Masses  

Volunteers also needed to help prepare and deliver 
the holiday meals for the shut-ins.  

Sign up sheets will be in the back of the church  

Holiday Office Hours 

The Parish Office will be closed: 

Tuesday, December 24 at 12 noon 

Wednesday, December 25 

Tuesday, December 31 

Wednesday, January 1 

Christmas Mass Etiquette: 
1. Leave your home early- driving safely. 
2. Be extra patient in the parking lot- there will most likely be 
visitors. 
3. Welcome people and say hello to people as you arrive and ap-
proach the church building. 
4. Open the door and keep it held open for others. 
Sit up toward the front and scoot all the way into the center of 
the pew. 
5. Be prepared to possibly have to split-up as a family and sit in 
different pews. 
6. If the pews get to max capacity, please offer your seat to moth-
ers with children, the elderly or those with special needs.  
7. After Mass please go out of your way to shake hands and wel-
come individuals who are not regularly with us. 
8. Be very attentive and patient as you leave the parking lot. 

 

GOD bless you and keep you this Christmas Season!  

Please consider attending a Mass different than the 4pm 
Mass if your schedule allows.   

http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5305
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=12332
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=11571
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5305
http://www.catholic.org/prayers/prayer.php?p=2917


December 21,and December 22, 2019 

Sat. 5:00 pm 
Lectors:  Bernard Proulx, Edd White 
Altar Servers: Eleanor Bailey 
Eucharist: Joan Pope, Patricia Furgal,  
  Cathleen O’Horo, Carol O’Horo 
Greeters: Jim Barry 
Sun. 9:00 am 
Lectors:  Maureen Howard, Joan Hyde 
Altar Servers: Gavin Thompson, Nicole White 
Eucharist: Josh Parker, Joseph Tebo, 
  Norma Jean Lapoint, Helen Dominy 
Greeters: Barbara Lee, Brian Lee 
      

 December 28, and December 29, 2019 
Sat. 5:00 pm 
Lectors:  Edd White, Brad Mintener 
Altar Servers: Eleanor Bailey 
Eucharist: Anne Ryan-Ruud, Sandra Bartlett, 
  Patricia Furgal, Nancy Layhee 
Greeter:  Mary Evans 
Sun. 9:00 am 
Lectors:  Maureen Howard, Russel Backus 
Altar Servers: Gavin Thompson, Nicole White 
Eucharist: Shelly Roiger, Marion Larson,  
  Virginia Burwell, Barbara teRiele 

Greeters: Dan Roiger, Sam Roiger 

Week of December 16      2018__    2019 

Envelopes   $7,266.00 $5,569.00 

Plate       $944.02    $754.25 

Catholic Campaign for Human   

Children’s Envelope         $2.00        $1.16 

On-line Giving        $483.00 

Religious Retirement     $455.00    $765.00 

Christmas Collection       $145.00 

Campaign for Human Development     $200.00 

Christmas Flowers       $68.00      $90.00 

Immaculate Conception       $52.00    $353.90 

Total    $8,787.02 $8,361.31 

 

Thank you for your support & generosity each week! Please contin-
ue to  remember how important your weekly offering is to the life of 

our parish! 

 

Save the hassle of writing checks and using envelopes, set 
up direct deposit for your offering. 

To set up online giving,  
visit cantoncatholics.com, click Home, then Donate Now. 



 

Saturday, Dec. 21: Late Advent Weekday/Saint Peter 
   Canisius, Priest & Doctor of the Church 

3:45-4:45 pm  Confessions 

Vigil: Fourth Sunday of Advent 

5:00 pm Mass  Teresa Stitt by Susie and Eric Pellegrino
      

Sunday, Dec. 22: Fourth Sunday of Advent 

  No Religious Education Classes 

9:00 am Mass   For All the People of the Parish 

5:00 pm Mass  Helen Blance by Mark McKenna and 
   Mountain Warriors Team 
      

Monday , Dec. 23:  Late Advent Weekday/St. John of 

   Kanty, Priest 

8:15 am Mass  Daniel Junker by Audrey Tobin & Family 
 

Tuesday, Dec. 24: Late Advent Weekday/ Christmas Eve 

4:00pm Mass  Don Wilson, Myrtle and Harold Burke 

   by Judy Wilson and Family 

6:00pm Mass    The Sears and Furgal Families by Pat 
   and Mike Furgal  

11:00pm Mass  Gary Madlin by His Family 
    

Wednesday, Dec. 25:  The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)  

  Office and School Closed  

7:30am Mass   For All the People of the Parish 

10:00am Mass  Mike, Eileen & Jochen by Lita Maroney 
    

Thursday, Dec. 26: Saint Stephen, The First Martyr  

4:50 pm   Rosary  for Life 

5:15 pm Mass  In thanksgiving for the people of  

   St. Mary’s parish by Tony Collora 
        

Friday, Dec. 27:   Saint John, Apostle and Evangelist 

8:15 am Mass  Peter and Myra Poste by their Estate 

      

Saturday, Dec. 28:  The Holy Innocents, Martyrs 

3:45-4:45 pm  Confessions 

Vigil: The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

5:00 pm Mass  Don Wilson by Judy Wilson and Family
     

Sunday, Dec. 29:            The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 
No Religious Education Classes 

9:00 am Mass   Victoria Kurish by Her Grandchildren 

5:00 pm Mass  For All The People of the Parish  

MASS & PARISH SCHEDULE 

The Church Sanctuary Lamp burns this week  

for Daniel Junker by Audrey Tobin 

If you desire to have the Vigil Lamp lit for a loved one or for your 
intention, please contact the Rectory. 

 
Reading for December 29, 2019 
SR 3:2-6, 12-14 
Ps. 128:1-2,3,4-5 
Col. 3:12-21 
Matthew 2:13-15,19-23 

Reading for December 22, 2019 

IS 7:10-14 
Ps. 24:1-2,3-4,5-6 
Romans 1:1-7 
Matthew 1:18-24 


