
 

 
68 Court Street, Canton, New York 13617 

PHONE: (315) 386-2543   OFFICE HOURS Monday thru Friday 8:00 am – 4:00 pm  

www.cantoncatholics.com • cantoncatholics@gmail.com 

St. Mary’s School 

2 Powers Street • (315) 386-3572 • stmarysc@twcny.rr.com • www.stmaryscantonny.com 

We the members of St. Mary's Catholic 

Church, in order to become the saints 

God calls us to be: 

• Welcome the wanderer to the Way 

• Educate the seeker with the Truth 

• Worship the beauty of  Christ’s Life 

Sacrament of Baptism – For Children to be Baptized, please call the Rectory to schedule a meeting. 

Sacrament of Penance – Tuesday from 5:40pm until done, Saturday 3:45—4:45, pm and by appointment.

Marriage – Make arrangements with the Pastor at least six months in advance. Pre-Cana instruction is necessary. 
Anointing of the Sick – Please advise the parish office of the serious illness or hospitalization of a parishioner. 

Communion for shut-ins – Please notify the Rectory if anyone is unable to attend Sunday Mass regularly. 
New Parishioners – Register at the Rectory during normal office hours.  

Rev. Bryan D. Stitt, Pastor  

Mr. James M. Snell, Deacon (315)262-0491 

Mr. Paul J. Schrems, Pastoral Associate for Administration   

Ms. Grace Leader, Administrative Assistant 

Mrs. Amanda J. Conklin, Campus Ministry 

Ms. Jamie J. Burns, Religious Education Coordinator  

Mrs. Michele Lallier, Principal  Mrs. Terry M. Feuka, Vice-Principal  

Parish Nurse • (315)322-1836           Surviving Spouse Group • (315)379-1650 

Ms. Terrianne Yanulavich, Child Safety & Victims’ Assistance Coordinator  
               (Offsite): (518) 651-2267 terrianneyanulavich@yahoo.com 

Parish  
Staff: 

4rd Sunday of Lent 
March 22, 2020  
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Pastor’s Corner  
Canton has been known for education for centuries  
The Church has been known for it for millennia.  
Through the Gospel today, we’ll be looking at educa-
tion through the eyes of the blind man.   

Speaking of education, I’ve been so impressed with our principal 
and teachers this week.  Not only have they sent out two weeks 
of work, but they’ve also sent home a suggested daily schedule 
for families to follow.  How important to have some “normalcy” 
these days. A good schedule would probably be a value for us all. 

Regardless of whether or not you’re physically able to come to 
Church, I sure hope you keep letting the Church come to you.  
Our heart needs to welcome—who is it that you are to reach out 
to?  Maybe by a phone call or a letter.  How are you doing your-
self?  Are you taking time to pray, read, and enter into the si-
lence where we hear the love of God? 

Finances are an issue for all of us these days, the parish includ-
ed.  As you probably know regardless of the size of our congre-
gations, we have to pay for the church to be cared for and for the 
salaries of most of our staff.  If you don’t give online, please 
make sure to send in your support of the parish.   

I hope you all have a blessed—happy, healthy, and holy— week. 

    —Fr. Bryan Stitt 

The Church Sanctuary Lamp burns this week to 
The Glory of God 

and 
 for our health care workers  

If you desire to have the Vigil Lamp lit for a loved one or for 
your intention, please contact the Rectory. 

What to do at St. Mary’s? 
#11 in a Series on Ministries of the Parish  

Fundraising 
All of our fundraising efforts go to spread the 
Gospel by support of the work of the parish and 
the school.  
 

             If interested in helping with this effort please contact 
Michele Lallier 315-386-3572 

Drive-Thru Confessions 
Starting this week, Confessions will 
be heard in the alley between the 
chapel and the church at our normal 
confession times.  Drive to the pur-
ple window, the screen is the de-

fault.  If you’d like to go face to face, just gently beep your horn.  
Father will get the hint.  (Of course, if there is more than one per-
son in the car, we’d ask people to step out for a moment. )   

This is our latest in a list of initiatives in the face of the Corona-
virus.  A good example of Welcome and Worship coming togeth-
er! 

The original statements from the Diocese, can be found at ww.rcdony.org 

 2020 Easter Candles 
I would like a candle to burn during the Easter 

Octave (8days) at St. Mary’s for the  
following person or intention:  

 
____________________________________________________________ 

 
 

____________________________________________________________ 

(Print Clearly) 

Please indicate        _____Living        _____Deceased 

Name of Donor: 
 

________________________________________________ 
 

Please return this form and a $15 offering to the Rectory by April 6,2020 

 

 

 

 

 

All 
the Faithful of the Diocese of Ogdensburg are cordially      
invited to join The Most Reverend Terry R. LaValley, Bishop 
of Ogdensburg for the annual Renewal of Priestly Commitment, 
the Blessing of the Holy Oils, and the consecration of the Sacred 
Chrism for use in all the churches of the Diocese symbolizing 
that we are one family in Christ on Thursday, April 12, 2019 at 
11:00am at St. Mary's Cathedral in Ogdensburg. 

Educate: 2nd of 3 Parish Priorities 
(text taken from St. Mary’s new website) 

To Educate means sharing what we 
love.  From a delicious new recipe, to our 
favorite song, to the person that we’ve fall-
en in love with—we love to share what we 
love.  It’s not all head knowledge, and it’s 
sure not just about rules and command-
ments.  It’s about leading one another to 
experience the beauty that we have experi-
enced.  Here at St. Mary’s, it is the beauty of 
the scriptures, the tradition, and the revela-
tion of God in ways great and small.  This 
education gives the foundation to the lives 
of our young people; it nourishes engaged 
Catholics and inspires unengaged Catholics; 
and it invites all to Christ’s Church.  Would 
you join us in searching for the Truth?  



March 17, 2020 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ: 

  

   In light of more recent developments concerning the Coronavirus and its effect on the most vulner-
able of our faith family, particularly our elderly, all public Masses in the Diocese of Ogdensburg beginning Wednesday, 
March 18 are suspended until further notice.  We will keep you informed as to when they will resume.  During this time 
period, all the faithful are dispensed from their Sunday obligation to participate at Mass. 

  

This difficult decision for me to ask people not to gather for the Holy Eucharist is made in consideration of strong 
recommendations from public health officials and after consultation with my vicars and some Deans.  Care and concern for 
everyone’s health (spiritual, emotional and physical), especially elderly persons, those with underlying health issues, our 
clergy and liturgical ministers necessitates this extraordinary measure. 

 

Until public Masses are reinstated, priests are encouraged to offer Mass in private.  As Catholics, caring for our 
spiritual and sacramental lives is most important.  Therefore, our priests will continue to be available for sacramental emer-
gencies while maintaining the necessary public health precautions.  

  

At the pastor’s discretion, churches may remain open for private prayer.  Public devotions such as the Stations of 
the Cross should be suspended.  However, the faithful are encouraged to make those devotions in private.  If a church is 
open, pastors will ensure that there is a thorough daily cleaning of all surfaces and that social distancing (at least six feet) is 
maintained.  

  

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals raise particular concerns.  These celebrations may proceed but attendance 
should be limited to immediate family and all public health precautions must be observed.  Of course, in the case of emer-
gency, Baptism and the Anointing of the Sick should be conferred. The individual reception of the Sacrament of Penance 
(Confession) may continue to be offered. We are not in a situation that requires general absolution.  

 

 Although public Masses are cancelled, your parish will continue to face its financial obligations to employees and 
others.  Please help your parish out by mailing your offering or by online contributions.  Your pastor will strive to meet 
payroll and other essential parish bills during this time.  Your continued support of your parish is urgently needed and 
gratefully received at this difficult time.  At the pastor’s discretion, parish offices may remain open with essential staff. 
Pastors will ensure regular thorough cleaning of the office space and appropriate social distancing for the benefit of all.  
For any questions, please contact your pastor.    

 

We continue to pray for our diocesan family.  We pray for healing for those already afflicted with the virus.  May 
our Blessed Mother intercede with her Son, for those who are hurting, the vulnerable and the fearful.  May our response to 
this crisis, be strengthened through prayer and sacrifice as our Lenten journey continues.  I’m so grateful for your prayerful 
support.    

Faithfully yours in Christ, 

 

 

 

Most Reverend Terry R. LaValley 

Bishop of Ogdensburg 

Diocese of Ogdensburg             Most Reverend Terry R. LaValley 

604 Washington St. · PO Box 369 · Ogdensburg, NY 13669  
(315) 393-2920 · Fax (866) 393-7642 · www.rcdony.org 

 



March 17, 2020 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ: 

  In this time of need and uncertainty, I invite all the faithful to seek the maternal intercession of 
our Blessed Lady as I share this prayer with you and encourage you to pray it daily, either individually or togeth-
er as a family. 

 

 

 

Mary Immaculate, our Mother and our Patroness, 

we ask you to intercede for us with your Son,  

as you did at the wedding in Cana. 

 

Pray for us, loving Mother, 

and gain for our diocese, our nation and our world,  

for our families and loved ones, 

the protection of your Maternal mantle from this dreaded virus. 

 

In this time of trial and testing, 

teach all of us to love one another and to be patient and kind. 

Help us to bring the peace and healing Presence of Jesus to our land and to our hearts. 

 

We come to you with confidence, 

knowing that you are our compassionate mother, 

health of the sick and cause of our joy. 

Keep us in the embrace of your arms, 

Help us always to know the love of your Son, Jesus our Lord AMEN. 
 

  

Faithfully yours in Christ, 

 

 

 

Most Reverend Terry R. LaValley 

Bishop of Ogdensburg 

Diocese of Ogdensburg             Most Reverend Terry R. LaValley 

604 Washington St. · PO Box 369 · Ogdensburg, NY 13669  
(315) 393-2920 · Fax (866) 393-7642 · www.rcdony.org 

 



We pray a communal rosary for the cause of Life 
each Thursday at 4:50 PM  in the chapel . 

Cards with the prayers encouraged by Pope Fran-
cis at the conclusion of the Rosary are available at 

the Chapel door . 
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Dear God, we place our worries in your hands. We place our sick under your 
care and humbly ask that you restore your servant to health again. Above all, 
grant us the grace to acknowledge your will and know that whatever you do, 
you do for the love of us.        

Dear Jesus, Divine Physician and Healer of the sick, we turn to you in this time of 
illness. O dearest comforter of the troubled, alleviate our worry and sorrow with your 
gentle love and grant us the grace and strength to accept this burden    Amen. 

 

Nolan Joe Redmond Peggy Cashman Natalie teRiele Doni Peters 
Sam Bisonette Camille Brown David Datush J.J. Crooks 
Shirley Lamendola Debbie Gainey Carol Gainey Fred Rycroft 
Phyllis Cunningham Katie Coakley Ba Judy Ruddy Leward Lucia 
Betty Lucia            Helen Hilts           Kyle Emerson Ray McKenna 
 Laurence McKenna Abuse Victims & their Families 

March 25th is the Annunciation of the Lord 
 
Watch: The Bible and the Virgin Mary: 
 Handmaid of the Lord 
 
Watch: Brother Francis: The Rosary A Special Way to Pray 

 

For the initial set-up of your free account, go to: 

www.cantoncatholics.formed.org 

 

 
College students:  

Please note  Amanda is available via email 
and social media to chat, or to provide any           

resources during this time of confusion.  
Know you are in her prayers as well, God Bless.  

 

If you would like contact Amanda, you may do so at 
aconklin@stlawu.edu or conklina@canton.edu 

Campus Corner 

A Knights of Columbus sponsored program, which started Ash 
Wednesday and concludes Easter 
Sunday, connects traditional alms-
giving with the needs of the hungry. 
One-can-per-day food donation is 
inspired by Christ’s 40 days of fasting 
in the desert. 

There will be a box at each entrance of the church for food drop-
off.  The food will be given to local food banks.  Don’t feel locked 
into 40 gifts — give from the heart what you can.  Thank you! 

Second Collection THIS Week: 

THIS week, March 22,  we will be taking up 
The Catholic Relief Services Collection to sup-
port those around the world, as well as in the 
United States. This collection allows us to help 
those who  are “Jesus in Disguise” and do not 

have the means or opportunities to support themselves or their 

families. Please consider donating to this cause. Thank You 

Pink THIS Week! 
The Church asks us to lighten up on 
the dark purple 2 Sundays a year as an 
outward sign to lighten up on our pen-
ances. Gaudete Sunday is the 3rd Sun-
day of Advent and Laetare Sunday is 
the 4th Sunday of Lent. This Sunday is 
the day we pull out the rose colored 
vestments. Where ever you are, please 
join the clergy in wearing pink—or 
more accurately “Rose”. 

 

 

The Annunciation is this Wednesday.   
Only 9 shopping months to Christmas!  

Who could use a meal? 
Do you know someone who is a shut-in or may 
not have local family? St. Mary’s will again be 
delivering  ham dinners on Easter. If you would 
like a dinner or know of someone who would, 
please call the rectory at (315)386-2543 

Help Needed 
Volunteers are needed to help prepare Easter 
Dinners for our shut in friends at 9am on holy 
Saturday. 

Drivers are also needed to deliver the dinners 
on Easter Sunday at 11 am.  
 

Please call the rectory…….   Thank You  

During the quarantine, please join us in private 

http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5305
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=12332
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=11571
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5305
http://www.catholic.org/prayers/prayer.php?p=2917


March 21, and March 22, 2020 
Sat. 5:00 pm 
Lectors:  Edd White, Cathleen O’Horo 
Altar Servers: Volunteer 
Eucharist: B. Sanderson, M. Christy, J. Pope, A. Ryan-Ruud 
  Note: none needed if Deacon is here. 
Greeters:  Jim Barry 
Sun. 9:00 am 
Lectors:   Joan Hyde, Paul Schrems 
Altar Servers: Alexa Romano, Nathaniel Romano 
Eucharist: NJ Lapoint, H. Dominy, B. teRiele, J. Parker 
  Only one needed for choir if Deacon is here 
Greeters:  Volunteer 

March 28 ,and March 29,  2020 
Sat. 5:00 pm 
Lectors:  Edd White, Brad Mintener 
Altar Servers: Christian Guarino 
Eucharist: S. Bartlett, L. Guccione, B. Proulx, M. Christy 
  Note: none needed if Deacon is here. 
Greeter:  Mary Thivierge 
Sun. 9:00 am 
Lectors:  Maureen Howard, Russel Backus 
Altar Servers: Sam Roiger, Zadok Roiger 
Eucharist: S. Roiger, M. Schrems, M. Larson, J. Parker 
  Only one needed for choir if Deacon is here 
Greeters:  Maureen Howard 

Mass   Attendance 
 

March 14 and March 15 
      5:00 PM Saturday       72 
      9:00 AM Sunday      86 
      5:00 PM Sunday                  26 

Week of March 15      2019      2020  

Envelopes      $3,998.00 $2,159.00 

On-Line Giving                          $537.00 

Plate         $667.95    $422.00 

Campaign for Human Development        $1.00 

Easter Flowers        $265.00    $791.00 

Easter Candles            $245.0  

Works of the Holy Father         $10.00 

North Country Catholic       $568.00    $112.00 

Total    $5,598.95 $4,267.00 

 

Thank you for your support & generosity each week!  

Please continue to remember how important your weekly offering is to the 
life of our parish! 

Save the hassle of writing checks and using envelopes, set up di-

rect deposit for your offering. 

To set up online giving  visit cantoncatholics.com  

click Home, then Donate Now. 



Saturday, March 21:  Lenten Weekday 
Mass   Nancy McClusky by Nancy Layhee 
3:45-4:45 pm  Confessions (Drive through/walk-up) 
        
        
Sunday, March 22:  Fourth Sunday of Lent 
Mass   Edward Wilson by Judy Wilson & Family 
    
 
Monday , March 23: Lenten Weekday/ St. Turibius of 
   Mogrovejo, Bishop  
Mass   Betty Goodrow by Helen & Dick Hilts 
In Private  Our Lady of Perpetual Help  
   Novena for the Family 
     
 
Tuesday, March 24:  Lenten Weekday/ St. Oscar Romero, 
   Bishop and Martyr 
Mass   Paul & Robert Marsh by Linda LaParr 
In Private   Holy Hour for Vocations  
5:40 pm+  Confessions (Drive through/walk-up) 
   
   
Wednesday, March 25 : The Annunciation of the Lord 
Mass   Kathleen Buckley by 
   Amanda Conklin and the Newman Club 
       
 
Thursday, March 26: Lenten Weekday  
Mass   Joseph Dufort by Michelle and 
   Wayne Thompson  
In Private  Rosary For Life 
       
  
Friday, March 27:  Lenten Weekday 

A Day of  Abstinence 
Mass   Daniel Junker (Anniversary) by 
   Mom, Audrey Tobin 
In Private  Stations of the Cross 
5:45 pm+  Confessions (Drive through/walk-up) 
    
 
Saturday, March 28:  Lenten Weekday 
Mass   Deceased Members of the McDonald 
   Family by Margaret McDonald  
3:45-4:45 pm  Confessions (Drive through/walk-up) 
 
 
Sunday, March 29: Fifth Sunday of Lent   
Mass   Jennifer Smith by Becky & George Trejos 

MASS & PARISH SCHEDULE 

 Readings for March 29 
Ezekiel 37: 12-14 
Ps. 130: 1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 
Romans 8:8-11 
John 11: 1-45 

Readings for March 22 
1 Samuel 16: 1b, 6-7, 10-13a 
Ps. 23: 1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 
Eph 5:8-14 
John 9:1-41 


