
 

 
68 Court Street, Canton, New York 13617 

PHONE: (315) 386-2543    
OFFICE HOURS Monday thru Friday 8:00 am – 4:00 pm  

www.cantoncatholics.com • cantoncatholics@gmail.com 

Sacrament of Baptism – For Children to be Baptized, please call the Rectory to schedule a meeting. 

Sacrament of Penance – Confessions :Tuesdays 5:45pm—6:15pm, Saturdays 3:45pm—4:45pm , or by appointment. 

Marriage –Make arrangements with the Pastor at least six months in advance. Pre-Cana instruction is necessary. 

Anointing of the Sick – Please advise the parish office of the serious illness or hospitalization of a parishioner. 

Communion for shut-ins – Please notify the Rectory if anyone is unable to attend Sunday Mass regularly. 
New Parishioners – Register at the Rectory during normal office hours.  

Rev. Bryan D. Stitt, Pastor  

Mr. James M. Snell, Deacon  (315) 262-0491 

Mr. Paul J. Schrems, Pastoral  Associate  for  Administration   

Mr. Peter  J. Mueller, Campus  Minister  and  Assistant  for  Administration 

Mrs. Amanda J. Conklin, Director  of  the  New  Evangelization 
 

Parish Nurses • (315)322-1836           Surviving Spouses Group • (315)379-1650 

Ms. Terrianne Yanulavich, Child Safety & Victims’ Assistance Coordinator (Offsite): 

(518) 651-2267 terrianneyanulavich@yahoo.com 

Parish  Staff: Twenty-Sixth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time       

September 27, 2020  

 
 

Our Vision and Mission 
We the members of  

St. Mary's Catholic Church, 

in order to become the saints 

God calls us to be: 

 

 Welcome the wanderer to the Way 

 Educate the seeker with the Truth 

 Worship the beauty of  Christ’s Life 

 

http://www.cantoncatholics.com/
mailto:catholicrectory@twcny.rr.com
mailto:terrianneyanulavich@yahoo.com
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Pastor’s Corner 

Last year on October 1st a lady was visiting Canton 
from the Syracuse area on business.  She was looking 
for a chance to spend some quiet time with the Lord 
and came to visit our beautiful Church.  When she arrived she 
was surprised to find out that the weekday Mass was about to 
begin, and that, being the feast of our secondary-patroness, we 
were offering a blessing of roses.  Since then I‘ve received a cou-
ple notes from her about how moved she was by the Spirit to 
come.   

St. Therese of Lisieux, the Little Flower, promised to spend her 
time in heaven doing good on earth.  In her words: “Showering 
roses upon the earth.”  Way back in 1932 that was made very 
clear here in Canton when she appeared to the Sisters at our con-
vent.  It was also made clear to our visitor from Syracuse last year 
who left with one of the blessed roses in her hand and a lot of 
warmth in her heart.   

I don’t know how much you know about this little French Carmel-
ite nun, but she has been a great inspiration in my life, and al-
most every day I thank God for the honor of being pastor here in 
the town where she has had such great influence.   

Please join us on Thursday evening at 5:15 PM for Holy Mass for 
her feast day followed by the blessing of the roses.   

In other news, you may have already seen the picture of the 
damage to the ceiling in St. Paul’s in Pyrites.  Thank God that 
no one was hurt.  I know that some of our dear parishioners have 
a great love of this structure and no one wants to see it fall into 
further disrepair.  Some tough decisions need to be made about 
it.  Please plan to join us for our townhall meeting via ZOOM on 
Wednesday evening, October 7th at 6:45 PM.  Please call the 
rectory office for further details. 

On a much more positive side, work is currently be done on the 
sidewalks out front of the church.  I sure hope that by the time 
that you read this they are completed.  If all goes well, it should 
be usable by Sunday.  But the biggest thing is to thank you for 
your support of our parish Capital Campaign.  As I think you 
know, improving the entrances of our church was our primary 
focus (along with the roof of the school and faith formation).  
The doors have been the biggest project, but the sidewalks are 

so important for a safe welcome.  Godspeed. —Fr. Bryan Stitt  

United in Faith—2020 Bishop’s Fund Appeal 
If you have not yet made a gift or 
pledge for the 2020 Bishop’s Fund 
Appeal, please remember—every gift 
makes a difference—every gift counts.  
Pledge envelopes can be found in 
church, or you can give online at 
https://rcdony.org/bfa.html#donate.  

Any gifts received after the appeal 
reaches its goal will supplement the 
Bishop’s Good Samaritan Fund, which 
assists families in need throughout the 
diocese. Thank you again for your 
generosity and your support. 

Blessing of Roses for Little Flower 

Generations of Catholics have admired young St. 
Therese of Lisieux, called the "Little Flower", and 
have found in her short life more inspiration for 
their own lives than in volumes by theologians. 

Yet Therese died when she was 24, after having 
lived as cloistered Carmelite for less than ten 
years. She never went on missions, never founded 
a religious order, never performed great works. 
The only book of hers, published after her death, was a brief, edited 
version of her journal called "Story of a Soul." (Collections of her 
letters and restored versions of her journals have been published 
more recently.) But within 28 years of her death, the public demand 
was so great that she was canonized. 

Over the years, some modern Catholics have turned away from her 
because they associate her with over-sentimentalized piety, and yet, 
the message she has for us is still as compelling and simple as it was 
almost a century ago.  Her way of growing closer to the Lord was 
through what she called “the little way.”  In her words: “I will seek out 
a means of getting to Heaven by a little way—very short and very 
straight, a little way that is wholly new. We live in an age of inven-
tions; nowadays the rich need not trouble to climb the stairs, they have 
lifts instead. Well, I mean to try and find a lift by which I may be raised 
unto God, for I am too tiny to climb the steep stairway of perfection. 
[...] Thine Arms, then, O Jesus, are the lift which must raise me up even 
unto Heaven. To get there I need not grow; on the contrary, I must 
remain little, I must become still less.” 

We hope you are aware of the local connection to St. Therese.  
You’ve surely noticed the statue of her in the chapel—next to it is 
the full story of the apparition of St. Therese made on October 2, 
1932 in the convent at 33 Court Street., Canton, NY. 

Every sister in the convent saw her appear in the chapel as a child 
(very fitting for a community of sisters that dedicated their lives to 
educating children), and she left a single, perfect rose for the Sisters.   

The feast of St. Therese of Lisieux is Thursday, Oct. 1st.  
We’ll be having a special Mass at 5:15 PM with the blessing 

of the Roses.  Please join us! 

Sidewalk Improvements 
This past week, work began to replace 
the sidewalks in front of church, which 
had become a tripping hazard. This 
project and the refurbishing of the 
church doors were both made possi-
ble by the diocesan “It’s Our Church—
It’s Our Future” capital campaign. 

Annual Blessing of the Animals 
Next Sunday, October 4, is the Feast Day 
of Saint Francis of Assisi. Saint Francis was 
known for his delight in all creation as a 
manifestation of God’s love. In thanks for 
all that God has given into our care, please 
bring your furry (and not so furry) friends to 
the front lawn of the church at 11am to 
receive a (socially distanced) blessing. 
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We Need Your Help…  
 While there are reduced Masses, the ministries of St. 
Mary’s continue. Your parish, like your household, still has bills to 
pay (insurance, maintenance, salary, utilities, etc.). Any support 
you might offer is much appreciated. If you wish to write a check, 
you can mail your envelope or drop it off that the rectory, located 
at 68 Court St. or consider making an online donation. 

 
 

Weekly Newman Meetings 
 

Fridays at 3pm 
 

at St. Mary’s Rectory 
(the big white house next to the church) 

Join us for discussion, prayer, and snacks! 
 

To learn more about Newman Ministry here in 
Canton, contact Peter Mueller at cantoncatho-

lics@gmail.com or 315-386-2543. 

Campus Corner 

Parish Council Meeting 
We will be meeting by ZOOM this Monday 
(September 28th) at 6:45 PM.  As always, all 
are welcome; just contact the rectory with 
an email address to which we can send you 
the ZOOM invitation. 

Simply follow these easy steps:  

1) Visit the parish website at  www.cantoncatholics.com  

2) Click on the ABOUT tab  

 then click on HOW CAN I CONTRIBUTE 

  Then click on DONATE NOW 

3)     Follow the onscreen instructions 

Sunday Mass shared online! 
St. Mary’s Church is continuing to show 
Sunday Mass online every Sunday. Visit 
our Facebook page: 
www.Facebook.com/CantonCatholics at 9am on Sunday to 
watch Mass at St. Mary’s Church live-streamed. 

After the Mass has been recorded, we will upload the video on 
our website, www.cantoncatholics.com It should be posted by 
11:00 AM. Check back weekly for new Masses or visit our 
YouTube channel. 

 

Watch: The Secret of St. Thérèse, 
 documentary 
 
Read: Angels (and Demons) 
           by Peter Kreeft 
 
Watch: 3 episodes of Life is Worth  
             Living with Fulton Sheen 
             on the topic of Angels 

www.cantoncatholics.formed.org 

Holy Hour for Vocations 
You’re invited to come spend an hour with our 
Eucharistic Lord in Adoration. If you’re looking 
for the source of peace and love in a world that 
needs Him so badly, join us each Tuesday from 
4:10-5:10.  The Holy Hour will consist of Adora-
tion of the Blessed Sacrament, a rosary or Divine 
Mercy Chaplet, and a scripture reflection on the 
Sunday Gospel. 

Damage in Pyrites   
Severe deterioration of the 
plaster ceiling at St. Paul’s 
Oratory in Pyrites led to a 
recent, partial collapse. For 
safekeeping, the Oratory’s 
statues have been moved 
to St. Mary’s Parish Center 
(formerly St. Mary’s Parish School). A townhall meeting will be 
hosted on ZOOM to share more pictures of the damage and dis-
cuss what will need to happen with the building. The meeting 
will be Wednesday evening, October 7, at 6:45pm. Please call 
the rectory if you would like to attend the meeting; we will need 
an email address to send you the ZOOM link. 

Potsdam Life Chain 
The Potsdam Life Chain, a prayer vigil for an 
end to abortion, will take place on Sunday, 
October 4, 2020,  2:00–3:00 pm at Market and 
Main Streets in Potsdam, rain or shine. Partici-
pants will gather at 1:45 pm in the parking lot 

across from the Roxy Theater to pick up signs. COVID-19 distanc-
ing rules will be observed. Bring your whole family!  



Dear God, we place our worries in your hands. We place our sick under 
your care and humbly ask that you restore your servants to health again. 
Above all, grant us the grace to acknowledge your will and know that what-
ever you do, you do for the love of us.        
Dear Jesus, Divine Physician and Healer of the sick, we turn to you in this 
time of illness. O dearest comforter of the troubled, alleviate our worry 
and sorrow with your gentle love and grant us the grace and strength to 
accept this burden    Amen. 
 

Nolan Joe Redmond Peggy Cashman            Natalie teRiele 
Doni Peters  Sam Bisonette            Camille Brown 
David Datush  Shirley Lamendola             J.J. Crooks 
Debbie Gainey  Carol Gainey             Phyllis Cunningham 
Katie Coakley Ba  Judy Ruddy             Leward Lucia    
Betty Lucia  Helen Hilts             Laurence McKenna 
Joe Guarino    Abuse Victims & their Families       Covid 19 Victims 

The Church Sanctuary Lamp burns this week for 
 

the Greater Glory of God 
 

If you desire to have the Vigil Lamp lit for a loved one or for your 
intention, please contact the Rectory. 

Week of September 20                 2019             2020_ 

Envelopes       $5,443.00       $3,115.00 

On-Line Giving          $482.00          $885.00 

Plate           $675.49          $396.00 

Children’s Envelopes             $1.25 

School Match Collection           $50.00 

Disaster Relief                   $96.85        

Church & Community Program                      $45.00 

Total                     $6,748.59       $4,441.00 

(Recent Candle Donations—$125.84) 

Thank you for your support & generosity each week!  

Ministry Schedule 
 

September 26 and September 27, 2020 
Sat. 5:00 pm Lector  Brenda Sanderson 
  Greeters  Corey and Nolan Swinwood 
Sun. 9:00 am Lector  Norma Jean LaPoint 
  Greeters  Shelley and Zadok Roiger 
 

October 3 and October 4, 2020 
Sat. 5:00 pm Lector  Edd White 
  Greeters  Phil and Mary Shatraw 
Sun. 9:00 am Lector  Pat White 
  Greeters  Paul Schrems, Helen Dominy 

http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5305
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=12332
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=11571
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5305
http://www.catholic.org/prayers/prayer.php?p=2917


Saturday, September 26: Weekday/Saints Cosmas and Damian, 
   Martyrs 
3:45– 4:45 pm  Confession (NOW IN CHAPEL) 

Vigil, Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
5:00 pm Mass  Joan Majer by Joe Tebo  
      
Sunday, September 27: 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9:00 am Mass  For All the People of the Parish 
5:00 pm Mass  Harold and Myrtle Burke by Judy Wilson 
   and Family 
        

Monday , September 28: Weekday/Saint Wenceslaus, Martyr; 
   Saint Lawrence Ruiz and Companions, 
   Martyrs 
7:30 am Mass  John Thompson by Shirley & Jerry teRiele 
8:15 am (Facebook) Liturgy of the Hours Morning Prayer 
In Private  Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena for 
   the Family (Liturgy tab on parish website)
        
Tuesday, September 29: Feast of Saints Michael, Gabriel and 
   Raphael, Archangels 
8:15 am (Facebook) Liturgy of the Hours Morning Prayer 
4:10-5:10 pm   Holy Hour for Vocations 
5:15 pm Mass  Mark Lee (7th Anniv.) by the Lee Family 
5:45-6:15 pm  Confession (NOW IN CHAPEL) 
        

Wednesday, September 30: Memorial of Saint Jerome, Priest 
   and Doctor of the Church 
7:30 am Mass  Geraldine Lawrence by her estate 
8:15 am (Facebook) Liturgy of the Hours Morning Prayer 
        

Thursday, October 1: Memorial of Saint Thérèse of the Child 
   Jesus, Virgin and Doctor of the Church 
8:15 am (Facebook) Liturgy of the Hours Morning Prayer  
5:15 pm Mass  Howard & Rita Shannon by their estate 
In Private   Rosary for Life 
        

Friday, October 2: Memorial of the Holy Guardian Angels 
   First Friday 

7:30 am Mass  Margaret Brown by her estate 
8:15 am (Facebook) Liturgy of the Hours Morning Prayer 
        

Saturday, October 3: Weekday/First Saturday 
7:30 am Mass  All Souls by the people of the parish 
3:45– 4:45 pm  Confession (NOW IN CHAPEL) 

Vigil, Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time  
5:00 pm Mass  Joyce Greer by Butch and Ginny Hotzler
        

Sunday, October 4: 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9:00 am Mass  For All the People of the Parish 
5:00 pm Mass  John Daniel Ball by Michele and Jack 
   Meyers 

MASS & PARISH SCHEDULE 

 Readings for Oct 4 
Is 5:   1-7     
Ps 80:   9, 12-16, 19-20                   
Phil 4:   6-9                  
Matt 21:   33-43 

Readings for Sep 27 
Ez 18:   25-28   
Ps 25:    4-5, 8-9, 10, 14                   
Phil 2:    1-11               
Matt 21:    28-32  


