
 

 
68 Court Street, Canton, New York 13617 

PHONE: (315) 386-2543    
OFFICE HOURS Monday thru Friday 8:00 am – 4:00 pm  

www.cantoncatholics.com  •  cantoncatholics@gmail.com 

Sacrament of Baptism – For Children to be Baptized, please call the Rectory to schedule a meeting. 

Sacrament of Penance – Confessions :Tuesdays 5:45pm—6:15pm, Saturdays 3:45pm—4:45pm , or by appointment. 

Marriage –Make arrangements with the Pastor at least six months in advance. Pre-Cana instruction is necessary. 

Anointing of the Sick – Please advise the parish office of the serious illness or hospitalization of a parishioner. 

Communion for shut-ins – Please notify the Rectory if anyone is unable to attend Sunday Mass regularly. 
New Parishioners – Register at the Rectory during normal office hours.  

Rev. Bryan D. Stitt, Pastor  

Mr. James M. Snell, Deacon  (315) 262-0491 

Mr. Paul J. Schrems, Pastoral  Associate  for  Administration   

Mr. Peter  J. Mueller, Campus  Minister  and  Assistant  for  Administration 

Mrs. Amanda J. Conklin, Director  of  the  New  Evangelization 
 

Parish Nurses • (315) 322-1836           Surviving Spouses Group • (315) 379-1650 

Ms. Terrianne Yanulavich, Child Safety & Victims’ Assistance Coordinator (Offsite): 

(518) 651-2267 terrianneyanulavich@yahoo.com 

Parish  Staff: Thirty-Second Sunday 
In Ordinary Time       

November 8, 2020  

 
 

Our Vision and Mission 
We the members of  

St. Mary's Catholic Church, 

in order to become the saints 

God calls us to be: 

 

 Welcome the wanderer to the Way 

 Educate the seeker with the Truth 

 Worship the beauty of  Christ’s Life 

 

http://www.cantoncatholics.com/
mailto:catholicrectory@twcny.rr.com
mailto:terrianneyanulavich@yahoo.com
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Pastor’s Corner 

As expected, after the October 25th Mass at St. 
Paul’s we requested and received the official decree 
relegating St. Paul’s to “profane but not sordid use”.  
This now opens the door to a possible sale of the building. Offi-
cially this decree needs to be shared for three weeks in the bulle-
tin.  I’ll keep my column short to allow for space.  (Full sized cop-
ies of the decree are available at the doors of the church.) 

    —Fr. Bryan Stitt  

United in Faith—2020 Bishop’s Fund Appeal 
As of October 30, 103 families in our 
parish have made a gift or pledge to 
the Bishop’s Fund Appeal, for a total of 
$18,920.00. This puts us 54% of the 
way towards our parish goal of 211 
families and a total of $35,034.00. 

Please remember—every gift makes a 
difference—every gift counts.  Pledge 
envelopes can be found in church, or 
you can give online at https://
rcdony.org/bfa.html#donate. 

Removing Cemetery Decorations  
Fall is here and Winter is not far off. Please remove all decora-
tions, urns, crosses, flags and flowers from the graves of your 

loved ones at St. Mary’s Cemetery and St. Henry’s Cemetery by 
November 15, to improve ease of maintenance over the winter. 

Thank You  

Giving  Tree—One More Week 
The Church and Community Program has 
set an earlier deadline this year  so as to  be 
able to plan how much money to allot for 
vouchers. The Giving Tree tags will be up 
until the week of November 15. 

Christmas Wreath Sale 
This year’s Christmas Wreath Sale will benefit 
St. Mary’s Religious Education Program. A 
fresh, traditional, hand-crafted wreath will be 
made custom to your specifications for 
greens, bow, and berries. There are three 
sizes: 12-inch wreaths for $15, 20-inch 

wreaths for $20, or 24-inch wreaths for $25. Order soon to assure 
your choices and early delivery. Order forms are located in the 
back of church; the wreaths will be ready by early December. 
Questions may be sent to Sue Dean at suedean462@gmail.com 
or 315-854-5451. 

Advent Wreath-Making 
Join us on Sunday, November 22nd 
directly after 9am Mass in the gym 
of the Parish Center to make your 
own family Advent wreath! Materi-
als will be provided. Due to the 
need for social distancing, there are 
a limited number of places; please reserve one by calling the rec-
tory (315-386-2543). A pre-packaged, light snack will be provided. 

Decree Relegating St. Paul’s Church (Pyrites) 
to Profane but Not Sordid Use 

WHEREAS, the parish of St. Paul's (Pyrites) erected by the 
Right Reverend Henry Gabriels, Second Bishop of Og-
densburg in 1918, was suppressed by the Most Reverend 
Stanislaus J. Brzana, Tenth Bishop of Ogdensburg, by 
decree dated May 3, 1990.  
WHEREAS, the territorial boundary of the St. Mary's Church, Canton, 
NY was extended by the aforementioned decree to include all the terri-
tory formerly contained within the boundaries of the aforementioned 
suppressed parish, and the former church building of St. Paul's was given 
the canonical status of oratory pursuant to the aforementioned decree.  
WHEREAS, after proper and required consultation of the Pastoral Coun-
cil, Finance Council and parishioners of the Roman Catholic Church of 
Saint Mary and neighboring pastors, and others whose rights could be 
injured, Reverend Bryan J. Stitt, has petitioned that St. Paul's Church 
(Pyrites) be relegated to profane but not sordid use.  
WHEREAS, after consideration of necessary proofs and hearing from 
those whose rights could be injured, the undersigned finds that grave 
cause exists for the granting of the petition to relegate the church to 
profane use, to wit: 1. The request is consistent with the Living Stones 
pastoral plan of the parish; 2. There are insufficient priests available to 
lead worship at the church; 3. The church has been an oratory since 
1990; 4. The church is no longer used or needed as a worship site; 5. 
Parishioners living near by the church now worship at the worship site of 
the parish in Canton; 6. Closure will cause no harm to souls; 7. Parishion-
ers are currently served by the pastor and pastoral staff of the Roman 
Catholic Church of Saint Mary's in Canton; and 8. The church is in need 
of extensive repairs and is deteriorating. 
WHEREAS, on October 21 , 2020 the Presbyteral Council of the Diocese 
of Ogdensburg, after being supplied with sufficient information to make 
an informed decision in a Memorandum from the undersigned dated 
and delivered October 14, 2020 was heard by me on the question of 
relegating St. Paul's Church (Pyrites) to profane but not sordid use 
(Canons 50, 51, 127, 166, 1214, and 1222) and in the opinion of the Pres-
byteral Council relegation to profane but not sordid use was appropri-
ate;  
NOW THEREFORE,  I, Most Reverend Terry R. La Valley, Bishop of Og-
densburg, hereby declare the church of St. Paul's Roman Catholic 
Church of Pyrites NY be and hereby is relegated to profane but not sor-
did use. The pastor of St. Mary's Church, Canton, New York shall protect 
the sacred character of any and all sacred objects and altars in the 
church by destruction or removal as required by Canons 1212 and 1238. 
The pastor of St. Mary's Church, Canton, New York is to communicate 
the content of this decree to all effected parishioners without delay by 
an announcement placed in the parish bulletin. The time for hierarchical 
recourse (Can. 1734§2) begins to run with lawful notification of this de-
cree to the pastor. Petition for recourse must be made to the Ordinary 
[the bishop]. All things to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Most Reverend Terry La Valley, Bishop of Ogdensburg  
Witnessed by Deacon James Crowley, Chancellor 

Given this day at the Chancery of the Diocese of Ogdensburg 
Dated October 26, 2020 



My Sacrifice and Yours 
On the ancient practice of Mass offerings 

Have you ever wondered what that list of names and 

Mass times in the parish bulletin is all about?  How did 

Mrs. So-and-so get associated with the 7:00 AM Mass 

on Tuesday?  And why?   

The greatest possible prayer 
As Catholics, we know that the Mass is central to our 

lives. That is what we “do” each Sunday. But what is the 

significance of this “source and summit of the Christian 

life”, as the Second Vatican Council called it? 

The great theologian Pope Benedict XVI explains: “The 

Eucharistic Celebration is the greatest and highest act 

of prayer, and constitutes the center and the source 

from which even the other forms receive 

‘nourishment’"1  Through the Eucharist, we participate 

in Christ’s unique sacrifice on the cross and the once-

and-for-all redemption he won by that sacrifice.  It is 

not just one prayer among many, but it is the greatest 

possible prayer--the perfect offering of Christ to the 

Father.  It presents again the paschal mystery of Christ’s 

death and resurrection.   

Praying the Mass for others 
The practice of offering 

the Mass for a specific 

intention is an old and 

venerable one. From the 

earliest days of the 

Church, the people of 

God have brought their 

prayers, sacrifices, and 

offerings to the Mass where they could be united with 

the perfect sacrifice of Christ. To this day, Masses are 

requested and offered for the intentions of the living 

and for the souls of the dead. 

Praying for the dead 
Part of the work of the Church has always been praying 

for the dead, a practice rooted in the Old Testament 

(see 2 Maccabees 12). From the beginning, the Church 

has honored the memory of the dead and offered pray-

ers in suffrage for them, above all the Eucharistic sacri-

fice, so that, thus purified, they may attain the beatific 

vision of God.2 This isn’t simply memorializing our loved 

ones, nor is it simply a means of facing grief. Through 

the Communion of Saints we find “the mutual sharing 

of help, atonement, prayers and benefits among the 

faithful, those already in the heavenly fatherland, those 

consigned to the purifying fire, and those still making 

their pilgrim way here on earth.”3 By praying for the 

dead, we assist them on their journey to the Kingdom.  

An offering of soul and body 
There is a long and praiseworthy tradition of making a 

monetary donation when requesting to have a Mass 

offered for a specific intention.  Pope Saint Paul VI 

spoke of this when he said: “The faithful, moved by a 

religious and ecclesial consciousness, should join a kind 

of self-sacrifice of their own to the Eucharistic sacrifice, 

so as to share in the latter more effectively.”4 A stipend, 

or better yet an “offering”, is asked for two reasons: 

First, it helps the benefactor enter into the sacrifice.  

We are not disembodied spirits; our faith is lived out 

bodily and spiritually, and making an offering is a bodily 

action to accompany the spiritual act. Second, such an 

offering helps to provide for the needs of the Church, 

particularly the support of the Church’s ministers. Alt-

hough small, this donation helps all our priests, espe-

cially those who are retired but still offering Mass each 

day.   

A hidden treasure 
We have all been there: face to face with the grim reali-

ty of a loved one in pain. Whatever the cross that is be-

ing carried—grief over loss, an unfortunate diagnosis 

from the doctor, concern about employment, we want 

to do something. But what? Perhaps the answer has 

been hiding in plain sight; for there is wisdom and beau-

ty in the ancient practice of offering a Mass for your 

loved one. It is a treasure listed in your parish bulletin 

each week. 

To request a Mass stop by or call your parish office.  

Worship Office  

Diocese of Ogdensburg 



Did You Know? 

A Top Ten about Offering Masses 

1. While most Masses are offered for those who have 

died, Masses can also be requested and offered for 

the living—both for their health and other inten-

tions. There is also the practice of offering Masses 

in thanksgiving for some grace bestowed. 

2. All Masses that are requested of a parish are to be 

offered within one year of the request. If a parish 

cannot satisfy that obligation, they send the re-

maining intentions and stipends to the Diocesan 

Mission Office who insures they are offered by 

priests elsewhere, including our own retired 

priests. 

3. Regardless of how many Masses he offers, a priest 

is only able to retain one stipend per day.  

4. No Catholic should ever think he or she can buy a 

Mass. The phrase sometimes comes up: “How 

much is a Mass?” or “I’d like to pay for a Mass.” 

But the Code of Canon Law makes it very clear: 

“Any appearance of trafficking or trading is to be 

excluded entirely from the offering for Masses.”5  

Another way of saying it is the Lord himself paid 

the price for the Mass on the cross.  No other cost 

will suffice.  

5. Stipend comes from the Latin word “stips” which is 

literally a gift or a donation (not an allowance or 

salary). In fact, the Code of Canon Law no longer 

uses the term “stipend” (which became associated 

with the payment of a fee), but instead refers to an 

“offering” which is made in honor of God and in 

order to contribute to the work of the Church. 

6. The amount of Mass stipends varies. In the Diocese 

of Ogdensburg all announced Masses encourage 

an offering of ten dollars. 

7. Since the stipend is an offering or a donation, you 

cannot be denied a Mass just because you cannot 

afford the stipend. 

8. When you request a Mass, please do not hesitate 

to ask for a Mass card to send to your friend or 

family member.  This will let them know that they 

are being prayed for—which will probably be ap-

preciated far more than flowers. 

9. You have had Masses offered for you! Each Sunday 

and Holy Day of Obligation every pastor is required 

to have a Mass offered for the people of his parish. 

10. While in this resource we have emphasized the 

importance of requesting Masses to be celebrated 

by our priests, each of us as baptized Catholics can 

and should “offer” each Mass; that is, we can and 

should unite ourselves—with all our joys and sor-

rows, our petitions and thanksgivings—not just 

with the priest we see standing at the altar, but to 

our Eternal High Priest, Jesus Christ, as he offers 

the one, perfect sacrifice for our salvation: the to-

tal giving of himself in love to the Father by his 

death on the Cross. Thus, at each Mass we hear 

the words: “Pray brethren, that my sacrifice and 

yours may be acceptable to God, the almighty Fa-

ther.” 

1. Ordination Homily, Pope Benedict XVI, St Peter's Basilica, 3 May 2009 
2. Council of Lyons II (1274) as quoted in the Catechism of the Catholic Church 1032 
3. Pope Leo XIII “Mirae caritatis” cf. CCC 1031 
4. Apostolic Letter on Faculties Concerning Mass Stipends by Pope Saint Paul VI, 1974  
5. Code of Canon Law 947  



St. Mary’s Thrift Store Is Open 

Open for shopping: Monday and Wednesday, 
10 am to 4 pm 

Masks will be required; only 5 customers will be 
allowed in the shop at any one time; entry is by 

the front door only. 

Open for donations only: Tuesday and Thursday, 10 am to 2 pm 

Donations should be made at the back door. 

Closed: Friday, Saturday, Sunday 

Due to COVID concerns, only clean clothing and fabric household 
goods (sheets, towels) can be accepted as donations (no pillows). 

Clean, winter clothing is needed at this time. There are plenty of 
warm weather clothes since we were closed for that season. 

During this time of social distancing, challenge 
yourself to take the opportunity to call a  fami-

ly member, friend or neighbor who is alone 
and might be lonely, or perhaps someone you 

haven’t reached out to in some time. 
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Mass   Attendance 
October 31—November 1 

 

      5:00 PM Saturday       38 
      9:00 AM Sunday      58 
      5:00 PM Sunday                  53 

Thanks to all who came to Pump-
kins and Praise this past weekend! 

Special thanks to the musicians 
from SUNY Potsdam who blessed 
us with their talents at Adoration!  

Weekly Newman Club Meeting 

Friday at 3pm in the Parish Center 
(the old school building) 

Come join us for discussion, 
prayer, and snacks! 

Campus Corner 

 

Listen: Church Fathers and Teachers 
by Pope Benedict XVI 
 
Listen: Changed Forever: Sacrament  
of  Baptism By Fr. Mike Schmitz 
 
Watch: Jesus and His Church 
With Cardinal Timothy Dolan 

www.cantoncatholics.formed.org 

Holy Hour for Vocations 
You’re invited to come spend an hour with our 
Eucharistic Lord in Adoration. If you’re looking 
for the source of peace and love in a world that 
needs Him so badly, join us each Tuesday from 
4:10-5:10.  The Holy Hour will consist of Adora-
tion of the Blessed Sacrament, a rosary or Divine 
Mercy Chaplet, and a scripture reflection on the 
Sunday Gospel. 

Virtual Priest Discernment Sessions  
Zoom in to Priest Discernment! Men who are 
High School Juniors and older are invited to join 
Father Howard Venette & guests for 60-minute 
virtual discernment sessions on the following 
Sundays at 3:00 PM: 

Nov. 15, Nov. 29, Dec. 13 
Contact Father Venette at hvenette@gmail.com for Zoom link. 

Message from a Parishioner 
To the Good People of St. Mary’s Parish: 
There is an opportunity which is available to 
every parishioner free of charge: daily Mass. 
We have daily Mass Monday through Friday, 

sometimes Saturday morning also. Mass every day of the week 
enriches a person’s life. Mass is always less than one half hour. 
Homilies are three-four minutes long. It is a precious half hour 
and it brings immeasurable richness to one’s life. There is no obli-
gation for any Catholic to attend daily Mass, but there is value 
which is hard to describe for anyone who is blessed to attend. A 
person can attend on any single day or every day. There is no 
collection but participants are given great rewards. Perhaps, pray 
about this and see if God is encouraging you to attend daily 
Mass.  -A Parishioner  

Mass Schedule Change 
Please note that on Thursday, November 12, daily Mass will be 
at 7:30am instead of the usual 5:15pm. 

Please pray that all may seek to 
know and follow God’s will in their 
lives, especially those who are 
called to run the race as priests, 
sisters, and brothers. 

https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=hvenette@gmail.com


Dear God, we place our worries in your hands. We place our sick under 
your care and humbly ask that you restore your servants to health again. 
Above all, grant us the grace to acknowledge your will and know that what-
ever you do, you do for the love of us.        
Dear Jesus, Divine Physician and Healer of the sick, we turn to you in this 
time of illness. O dearest comforter of the troubled, alleviate our worry 
and sorrow with your gentle love and grant us the grace and strength to 
accept this burden    Amen. 

Week of November 1                     2019             2020_ 

Envelopes       $4,555.00       $3,462.00 

On-Line Giving          $172.00          $800.00 

Plate        $1,032.50          $188.00 

Children’s Envelopes             $1.26 

Fall Fuel Collection                 $20.00 

All Saints       $1,288.95          $368.00 

Archdiocese of the Military          $20.00 

World Mission Sunday               $100.00                    $50.00                         

Total                     $7,190.21       $4,868.00 

(Recent Candle Donations—$21.50) 

2019 total does not include Church & Community Program 

second collection—see bulletin for September 13, 2020 

Thank you for your support & generosity each week!  

Ministry Schedule 
 

November 7 and November  8, 2020 
Sat. 5:00 pm Lector  Edd White 
  Greeters  Lisa Guccione, Kerisa Burns 
Sun. 9:00 am Lector  Pat White 
  Greeters  Maureen Howard, Terry White 
 

November 14 and November  15, 2020 
Sat. 5:00 pm Lector  Brad Mintener 
  Greeters  Corey and Nolan Swinwood 
Sun. 9:00 am Lector  Norma Jean LaPoint 
  Greeters  John Bailey, Barb teRiele 

Katie Coakley Ba  
Sam Bisonette 
Camille Brown 
Peggy Cashman 
J.J. Crooks 
Phyllis Cunningham 
David Datush 
Carol Gainey 
Debbie Gainey 

Joe Guarino 
Helen Hilts 
Arleen Jordan 
Shirley Lamendola 
Lori Law   
Betty Lucia 
Leward Lucia 
Laurence McKenna 
Doni Peters 

Nolan Joe Redmond 
Judy Ruddy 
Renee Smith 
Natalie teRiele 
Abuse Victims & their 
Families 
Covid 19 Victims 

http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5305
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=12332
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=11571
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5305
http://www.catholic.org/prayers/prayer.php?p=2917


Saturday, November 7: Weekday/First Saturday 
7:30 am Mass  Paul Richard Murphy by Dave Murphy 
3:45– 4:45 pm  Confession 

Vigil, Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time  
5:00 pm Mass  Joan Majer by her family  
    

Sunday, November 8: 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9:00 am Mass  Mimi Allen by Paul and Mel Schrems 
5:00 pm Mass  For All the People of the Parish 
        

Monday, November 9: Feast of the Dedication of the Lateran 
   Basilica in Rome 
7:30 am Mass  Cunningham Sisters by their estate 
8:15 am (Facebook) Liturgy of the Hours Morning Prayer 
In Private  Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena for 
   the Family (Liturgy tab on parish website)
        
Tuesday, November 10: Memorial of Saint Leo the Great, Pope 
   and Doctor of the Church 
8:15 am (Facebook) Liturgy of the Hours Morning Prayer 
4:10-5:10 pm   Holy Hour for Vocations 
5:15 pm Mass  All Souls by the people of the parish 
5:45-6:15 pm  Confession 
        

Wednesday, November 11: Memorial of Saint Martin of Tours, 
   Bishop 
7:30 am Mass  Geraldine Lawrence by her estate 
8:15 am (Facebook) Liturgy of the Hours Morning Prayer 
        

Thursday, November 12: Memorial of Saint Josaphat, Bishop 
   and Martyr 
7:30 am Mass  Irene Krenceski by Mary and Charlie 
8:15 am (Facebook) Liturgy of the Hours Morning Prayer  
In Private   Rosary for Life 
        

Friday, November 13: Memorial of Saint Frances Xavier  
   Cabrini, Virgin 

7:30 am Mass  Margaret Blumle by her husband, Leo 
8:15 am (Facebook) Liturgy of the Hours Morning Prayer 
        

Saturday, November 14: Weekday 
3:45– 4:45 pm  Confession 

Vigil, Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time  
5:00 pm Mass  John Thompson by Truus and family 
     

Sunday, November 15: 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9:00 am Mass  For All the People of the Parish 
5:00 pm Mass  All Souls by the people of the parish 

MASS & PARISH SCHEDULE 

 Readings for Nov 15 
Prv 31: 10-13,19-20,30-31                                 
Ps 128:                1-2,3,4-5                                                     
1 Thes 5:         1-6               
Matt 25:     14-30

Readings for Nov 8 
Wis 6:            12-16                        
Ps 63:             2,3-4,5-6,7-8                                         
1 Thes 4:       13-18           
Matt 25:       1-13       

The Church Sanctuary Lamp burns this week for 
 

the Souls of All the Faithful Departed 
 

If you desire to have the Vigil Lamp lit for a loved one or for your 
intention, please contact the Rectory. 


