
 

 

68 Court Street, Canton, New York 13617 

PHONE: (315) 386-2543    
OFFICE HOURS Monday thru Friday 8:00 am – 4:00 pm  

www.cantoncatholics.com  •  office@cantoncatholics.com 

Sacrament of Baptism – For Children to be Baptized, please call the Rectory to schedule a meeting. 

Sacrament of Penance – Confessions :Tuesdays 5:45pm—6:15pm, Saturdays 3:45pm—4:45pm , or by appointment. 

Marriage –Make arrangements with the Pastor at least six months in advance. Pre-Cana instruction is necessary. 

Anointing of the Sick – Please advise the parish office of the serious illness or hospitalization of a parishioner. 

Communion for shut-ins – Please notify the Rectory if anyone is unable to attend Sunday Mass regularly. 
New Parishioners – Register at the Rectory during normal office hours.  

Rev. Bryan D. Stitt, Pastor  

Mr. James M. Snell, Deacon  (315) 262-0491 

Mr. Paul J. Schrems, Pastoral  Associate  for  Administration   

Miss Sarah V. McIntosh, Administrative Assistant 

Mrs. Amanda J. Conklin, Director  of  the  New  Evangelization 
 

Parish Nurses • (315) 322-1836           Surviving Spouses Group • (315) 379-1650 

Ms. Terrianne Yanulavich, Child Safety & Victims’ Assistance Coordinator 

(Offsite): (518) 651-2267 terrianneyanulavich@yahoo.com 

PARISH  STAFF: THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD, 

DECEMBER 25TH AND 

THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, 

MARY, AND JOSEPH, 

DECEMBER 26, 2021  

 
 

Our Vision and Mission 
We the members of  

St. Mary's Catholic Church, 

in order to become the saints 

God calls us to be: 

 

 Welcome the wanderer to the Way 

 Educate the seeker with the Truth 

 Worship the beauty of  Christ’s Life 

 

http://www.cantoncatholics.com/
mailto:catholicrectory@twcny.rr.com
mailto:terrianneyanulavich@yahoo.com
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Pastor’s Corner 
“Glory to God in the highest!” Thus sang the 
angelic host over the hillsides of Bethlehem 
that first Christmas day.  But it’s important to 
remember that it didn’t have to be this way.  
Theologians tell us that the Lord could have come to save 
us in other ways.  Jesus could have descended from heaven 
as a fully grown man, and from my perspective I think that 
would have been the more obvious choice.  Why would the 
Lord of the Universe choose to enter the world as a baby?   

Now some will protest, isn’t the important thing that He 
took on human flesh and died to save us?  Yes.  But...aren’t 
we so blessed that He didn’t?   

And this is why: by taking on flesh in the womb of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and by growing up in the home of 
Mary and Joseph in Nazareth, Jesus showed that there was 
no limit to his humility and gentleness.  May this good 
news give us hope and bless each of our lives and homes. 

As we honor the birth of Jesus on Friday night and Satur-
day (and also his early life in Nazareth with Mary and Jo-
seph on Sunday), I’d like to thank everyone that has helped 
get us to this point.  These things don’t just happen.  Thank 
you in a special way to our parish staff, musicians, servers, 
lectors, greeters, and decorators for doing so much for these 
special days.  Thanks also to those of you who cooked, 
baked, served, cleaned, and delivered our Christmas meal.  
You remind us of the essential nature of Welcome here at St. 
Mary’s.   It’s a joy to celebrate these holy days with you.  
May they be marked with all the blessings of our newborn 
King.            

              - Father Bryan Stitt 

Epiphany Novena  

Please join us in a Novena (nine days of prayer) in preparation 
for the Epiphany—praying for the needs of our hearts and of the 
entire parish each day from Saturday, December 25 to Sunday, 
January 2. 

O Lady of the Epiphany, through your power, 
glory and love, show us your salvation – Jesus Christ. 

As the shepherds of Bethlehem came to you long ago, 
we now come before you. 
With Jesus Christ reigning in your arms, we also bow in 
awe. 

O Queen and intimate friend, remember our poverty. 
We beg you O tender Mother to hold our hands 
and listen closely to the desires and needs of our hearts. 

Mary, please remember: [State your request…]. 

Through your powerful intercession obtain for us 
the beautiful manifestation of your Divine Son 
in the lives of those for whom we pray. 

Mystical glorious woman crowned with stars, 
obtain the miracles and heavenly signs our dear ones 
need to find and embrace Jesus Christ, the King of Kings. 

Mary, we promise to amend our lives, 
and implore you to reveal the treasures of your heart to us, 
your poor children, at this time. Amen.  

What are they doing now?  
Back home?  Visiting the parish for Christ-
mas?  Interested in keeping up with what the 
local parish is doing?  Don’t miss out on our 
opportunities for sharing welcome and service, education 
and faith formation, worship and prayer.  Sign up for our 
weekly electronic newsletter by texting CANTON to 84576 
or go online to cantoncatholics.flocknote.com  

New Daily Mass times  
There have been a few requests during these dark winter 
days that our morning Mass time be a little later.  Starting 
January 3, the morning Masses will be at 8:15 (M, W, F). 

Don’t forget your gift 
This year the parish has copies of The 
True Meaning of Christmas by Michael P. 
Barber.  Some of you will remember us-
ing his bible study program on the sub-
ject of “Salvation.”  This book has great 
insights that will help you appreciate 
these holy days all the more.  As Fr. Stitt 
said, “I learned things from this very ac-
cessible book, that I never learned in 5 
years of Theology classes!” We hope you enjoy. 



Just a reminder...besides the Masses being 
shown live at 9:00 AM on Facebook live and 

broadcast at FM 93.5, you can listen to the homi-
lies on Apple Podcasts or on our website. Go to: 

cantoncatholics.com -> Liturgy ->                    
Homilies/Talks  

  

www.cantoncatholics.formed.org 
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Help Needed!   
Each Wednesday at 8:30 AM, pa-
rishioners come into our church to 
vacuum, sweep, wipe, and dust. 
We call the group Martha’s Min-

istry for the friend of the Lord and 
sister of Mary and Lazarus. Please consider joining us to 
help during this Christmas season. Thank you!  

How Do I Request Prayers? 

As Christians, we are called to 
intercede for one another in 
prayer, trusting in the mercy 
of our Heavenly Father. 

Here at St. Mary’s, we have 
three ways for people to request prayers. The first is the 
prayer intention book in the vestibule of the church, where 
your intentions can be seen and prayed for by all parishion-
ers. The second is the list of names printed in the bulletin 
each week; for the most part, these are people who are seri-
ously ill. The third is our prayer line, where prayer requests 
are sent out to a group of parishioners who have volun-
teered to pray for whatever intentions are submitted. 

To submit a request or to volunteer to pray for others, 
please contact the parish office. 

For Peace, Reflection,  
and Vocations! 

“Ask and you will receive; seek and you will find; 
knock and the door will be opened to you.”   
These words from the Gospel encourage us to 
keep up the request.  We need more people 
living lives of radical discipleship: We need 
priests as well as deacons, religious, faithful 
married people, and generous single people.  

But how can we help?  Join us any Tuesday af-
ternoon from 4:10-5:10 PM for a Holy Hour for 
Vocations.  There is Adoration, a Rosary or a 
Divine Mercy Chaplet, a reflection on the next Sunday’s Gospel, 
and silent time to talk to the Lord, listen to Him, and simply rest 
in His presence.   

Mass  Attendance 
December 11th– 12th* 

   2019 2020 2021 
5:00 PM Saturday  111   36   61 

9:00 AM Sunday  144   57   97 

 5:00 PM Sunday    63   24   36 

Total    318 117 194 
*Mass attendance numbers for December 18th-19th  

will be included in next Sunday’s bulletin 

From a Fellow Parishioner 
“There is an amazing opportunity available to 
our community. It is daily Mass. We have Mass 
every Monday through Friday. Mass lasts 25-30 
minutes. There is a great sense of welcome and 
community. Above all, we can pray together as 
we share the Body of Christ. Please come and 
join us in this wonderful experience.” 

Bishop’s Fund Appeal 

The Bishop’s Fund supports major initia-
tives across the Diocese.  We are grateful 
to the 128 families that have made a sacri-
ficial gift to this year’s Appeal.  Our parish 
has raised $30,579.00 toward the effort.  If 
you have not made a 2021 Bishop’s Fund 
Appeal commitment, please pray about 
your decision and make a pledge or one-
time gift.  Pledge envelopes are located at 
the back of the church or you can make your gift online by visiting 
https://www.rcdony.org/bfa.html#donate.  

Thank you once again for your generosity and support.  To every-
one who has made a gift or pledge, on behalf of Bishop LaValley, 
thank you for making a difference in the lives of thousands of 
people across our Diocese. 

While trees are set on the curb and decorations are 
packed into boxes till next year, we know that Christmas 
is just beginning! Here are a few FORMED resources to 
help you continue to enter into this liturgical season with 
joyful celebration: 
Listen: The Mystery of Christmas by Father Larry Richards 

Watch: The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph: Year C 
with Augustine Institute 

Watch: The Birth of the Messiah: Mary and the Mystery of 
Christmas by Dr. Brant Pitre 

https://www.rcdony.org/bfa.html#donate


Ministry Schedule 
 

December 26th 
 

Sun. 9:00 am Lector  Shelly Roiger 
  Greeters  Helen Dominy, Terry White 
  Altar Servers TBD 
 

January 1st and January 2nd 
 

Sat. 5:00 pm Lector  Brenda Sanderson 

  Greeters  Lisa Guccione, Kerisa Burns 
  Altar Servers TBD 
Sun. 9:00 am Lector  Russ Backus 
  Greeters  Dan and Sam Roiger 
  Altar Servers TBD 

Katie Coakley Ba 
Judy Baderman 
Milton Bessette 
Sam Bisonette 
Barbara Brenhoch 
Camille Brown 
Walter Christy 
J.J. Crooks 
Phyllis Cunningham 
David Datush 
Debbie Gainey 

Michelle Gillie 
Joe Guarino 
Helen Hilts 
Arleen Jordan 
Carlos Law 
Lori Law   
Robert Lawlor 
Leward Lucia 
Laurence McKenna 
Rick Meilleur 
Corazon Negron 

Doni Peters 
Nolan Joe Redmond 
Brent Robert 
Judy Ruddy 
Renee Smith 
Natalie teRiele 
Rose White 
Abuse Victims 
      & their Families 
Covid 19 Victims 

Week of December 12th             2020                        2021_ 

Envelopes          $5,110.00               $4,534.00 

On-Line Giving          $2,371.00                    $2,211.00 

Plate              $265.00                   $202.00 

Christmas Flowers            $190.00                     $120.00 

Solemnity of Mary              $70.00               

Immaculate Conception            $235.00                     $699.00 

Christmas Collection            $430.00                        $25.00 

Fall Fuel            $500.00 

Religious Retirement         $2,002.25                   $1,497.00            

Total         $10,673.25             $9,089.00 
 

(Recent Candle Donations—$57.50) 
 

Thank you for your support & generosity each week! 
 

Due to an altered publication schedule, the values for the 

week of December 18th-19th will be included in next  

Sunday’s Bulletin. 

Dear God, we place our worries in your hands. We place our sick under 
your care and humbly ask that you restore your servants to health again. 
Above all, grant us the grace to acknowledge your will and know that what-
ever you do, you do for the love of us.        

http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5305
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=12332


Sunday, December 26: The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and 
   Joseph 
9:00 am Mass  Stephen Gaines by his family 
5:00 pm Mass  Peter and Myra Poste by their estate 
 

Monday, December 27: St. John, Apostle and Evangelist 
7:30 am Mass  Roy Saucier Sr. by Jim and Sharon  
   White 
After Mass  Liturgy of the Hours Morning Prayer 
 

Tuesday, December 28:  The Holy Innocents, Martyrs 
8:00 am    Liturgy of the Hours Morning Prayer 

4:10-5:10 pm  Holy Hour for Vocations with  
   Eucharistic Adoration 
5:15 pm Mass  Don Wilson by Judy Wilson and Family 

after Mass  Confession 
 

Wednesday, December 29: Fifth Day within the Octave of the 
   Nativity of the Lord/St. Thomas  
   Becket, Bishop and Martyr 
7:30 am Mass  Bonnie McInnis by Jim and Sharon 
   White 
After Mass  Liturgy of the Hours Morning Prayer 
 

Thursday, December 30: Sixth Day within the Octave of the 
   Nativity of the Lord 
8:00 am   Liturgy of the Hours Morning Prayer 
5:15 pm Mass  For all the People of the Parish 
 

Friday, December 31: Seventh Day within the Octave of the 
   Nativity of the Lord/St. Sylvester, Pope 
8:00 am   Liturgy of the Hours Morning Prayer 
5:15 pm Mass  Mick Harrington on the anniversary of 
   his wedding by Sheila and Patrick 
 

Saturday, January 1: The Octave Day of the Nativity of the 
   Lord; Solemnity of Mary, Mother of 
   God (Holy Day) 
9:00 am Mass  Mike Maroney by the Maroney Family 
3:45-4:45 pm  Confession 

Vigil, Epiphany of the Lord 
5:00 pm Mass  Shirley Lamendola by Mary Krenceski 

 

Sunday, January 2: Epiphany of the Lord 
9:00 am Mass  Donald “Jake” Corbine by Sue, Tom, 
   Nancy, Milt, Rosemary, Tim, Jorja, and 
   families 
5:00 pm Mass  Clara Burke by Patricia Morgan 

MASS & PARISH SCHEDULE 

 Readings for Jan. 2 
Is 60: 1-6 
Ps 72: 1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 
Eph 3: 2-3a, 5-6 
Mt 2: 1-12 

Readings for Dec. 26 
Sam 1: 20-22, 24-28 
Ps 84: 2-3, 5-6, 9-10 
1 Jn 3: 1-2, 21-24 
Lk 2: 41-52 

 

The Church Sanctuary Lamp burns this week  
 

In Memory of Mike Maroney 
 

If you desire to have the Vigil Lamp lit for a loved one or for 
your intention, please contact the Rectory. 


