
 

 

68 Court Street, Canton, New York 13617 

PHONE: (315) 386-2543    

www.cantoncatholics.com  •  office@cantoncatholics.com 

Sacrament of Baptism – For Children to be Baptized, please call the Rectory to schedule a meeting. 

Sacrament of Penance – Confessions : Tuesdays 5:45 pm—6:15 pm, Saturdays 3:45 pm—4:45 pm, or by appointment. 

Marriage –Make arrangements with the Pastor at least six months in advance. Pre-Cana instruction is necessary. 

Anointing of the Sick – Please advise the parish office of the serious illness or hospitalization of a parishioner. 

Communion for shut-ins – Please notify the Rectory if anyone is unable to attend Sunday Mass regularly. 
New Parishioners – Register at the Rectory during normal office hours.  

Rev. Bryan D. Stitt, Pastor  

Mr. James M. Snell, Deacon  (315) 262-0491 

Mr. Paul J. Schrems, Pastoral  Associate  for  Administration   

Miss Sarah V. McIntosh, Administrative Assistant 

Mrs. Amanda J. Conklin, Director  of  the  New  Evangelization 

Mr. Conner J. Cummings, Campus Minister   campusministrysm@gmail.com 

Parish Nurses • (315) 322-1836           Surviving Spouses Group • (315)386-3145 

Ms. Terrianne Yanulavich, Child Safety & Victims’ Assistance Coordinator 

(Offsite): (518) 651-2267 terrianneyanulavich@yahoo.com 

PARISH  STAFF: THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

DECEMBER 11, 2022  

 
 

Our Vision and Mission 
We the members of  

St. Mary's Catholic Church, 

in order to become the saints 

God calls us to be: 

 

 Welcome the wanderer to the Way 

 Educate the seeker with the Truth 

 Worship the beauty of  Christ’s Life 

 

http://www.cantoncatholics.com/
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Pastor’s Corner 

I’m writing to you from my family’s kitchen ta-
ble as tomorrow I will concelebrate the funeral 
Mass for Deacon Elliott Shaw.  Deacon Elliott 
was ordained when I was in 7th grade.  His 
daughter, Michelle, was in my class. After that, he assisted at 
everything that happened in my home parish: our Confirma-
tions, my first Mass, family weddings, my grandparents’ funer-
als, my father’s funeral.  In practically every moment, he ex-
pressed a gentle and kind love for me and everyone I saw him 
interact with (even those who didn’t share his unfortunate de-
votion to the Boston Red Sox.) It’s hard for me to picture Mass 
at St. Mary’s in Ticonderoga without him. So, this is a somber 
night for me, my family, and our home parish.  

And yet, I know that I am to rejoice.  This Sunday is called 
Gaudete Sunday.  It is the other “Rose” Sunday, and like it’s 
Lenten equivalent, Laetare Sunday, is a day we are called to 
experience a taste of the joy of the Lord in the midst of a season 
of preparation.  Literally Gaudete means “Rejoice.”  But, truth 
be told, sometimes I don’t feel like it.   

Maybe this moment gives me a little taste of what John the 
Baptist felt in Herod’s dungeon.  Despite the coldness and 
darkness that surround us, there is warmth and light with-
in.  The source of that light is knowing that one did not hope in 
vain.  Jesus is Lord.  

My first Sunday Mass as a priest, July 20, 2003, was a hot and 
humid day.  I scheduled the Mass to be in the afternoon, the 
only time my brother priests from the area could join, but also 
the hottest part of a hot day.  As you can imagine, I had all the 
layers on, all the candles lit, and all the incense burning.  It was 
glorious.  But the sweat was pouring.  This shot was from the 
end of Mass, and to my right was Deacon Elliott Shaw—
watching over me every 
step of the way.  I see in 
that look great pride, pro-
tection, and love.  May 
we always hope in the 
same from our Lord. And 
Deacon Elliott, may the 
Lord’s face shine upon 
you this day.  

Have a blessed week, everyone!   - Father Bryan Stitt 

2022 Christmas Candles 
To burn for the Twelve Days of Christmas, 

Beginning Christmas Eve, Dec. 24th  

In Memory of/In Honor of: 

 
______________________________________________________ 

Requested by: 

 
______________________________________________________ 

 

Please return this form and a $25 offering to the Rectory 
or place in the collection basket by Sunday, December 18th 

Christmas Dinner 
We are looking for volunteers to help cook, 
prepare, clean up after, and deliver Christ-
mas dinners this year. Sign up sheets can be 
found in the back of the church. Thank you 
in advance for your help! 
Also, if you or someone you know are in need of a warm 
meal this Christmas, please sign up in the back of church or 
contact the parish office at (315) 386-2543. 

Moving van 
We’re moving! At least our van is.  Would you be willing to 
help us get some of our elderly parishioners to and from 
Mass on Sunday morning?  Please contact Dave Guccione at 
(315) 854-6871 for more information. 

Save the Date: Day of Mercy 
Wednesday, December 21st, will be our 
Advent Day of Mercy. Confessions will 
be heard in the Divine Mercy Chapel 
from 6am until 10pm. A schedule of con-
fessors will be made available closer to 
the date. 

Wreaths Orders Due! 
This Monday, December 12th, is the 
final day to submit Christmas wreath 
orders. Please return your forms to the 
parish office as soon as possible. Order 
forms can be found on the tables at the 
back of the church. For more infor-
mation, contact Sue Dean at suedean462@gmail.com. 

Welcome to the Family! 
This past Sunday, twins Malia and 
Harper Thomas were welcomed 
into the family of faith and born 
again by water and the Holy Spirit. 
Many blessings to the whole  
family!  

Christmas Mass Schedule 
- 5:00 PM - Our fullest Mass at our nor-
mal evening Mass time 
- 8:00 PM - Before a long winter’s nap 
- Midnight - O Holy Night! Mass isn’t 
supposed to be convenient. This time is 
a challenge for us. 
- 9:00 AM - Shepherds’ Mass 
- 11:00 AM - Perfect for the family after an early morning  



  www.cantoncatholics.formed.org 

The Church Sanctuary Lamp burns this week    

in memory of Neil Sheridan 
by Norene Sheridan  

 
 

If you desire to have the Vigil Lamp lit for a loved one or for 
your intention, please contact the Rectory. 

Surviving Spouse Support 
The Surviving Spouse friend and sup-
port group meets the first Thursday of 
every month at The Best Western at 
9:00 am. The next meeting will be on 
January 5th (not in November as the last bulletin said). For 
more information, please call Anne Prouty at (315)386-3145. 
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Mass Attendance 

December 3rd - 4th 
   2021  2022 
5:00 pm Saturday   66     67 
9:00 am Sunday   114    134 

5:00 pm Sunday   41     37 
Total    221    238 

Here are a few FORMED resources to 
help you as we continue to prepare 
our hearts for Christ’s coming. 

- Prepare the Way of the King by Dr. 
Scott Hahn 
- Adore: Third Week of Advent with Fr. 
John Burns 
- Adventus: A Spiritual Pilgrimage by 
Augustine Institute 

The Gabriel Project 
If you are pregnant or have a newborn, 
Project Gabriel is here to help you and 
your baby. Some Mothers need an ear to 
listen, a shoulder to cry on or prayers. 
Some need baby clothes or diapers. Some 
need more and some need less. Whatever 
your situation, if you need help, please 
call us at 315-265-9520. 

Gift Baskets for Veterans 
In an effort to share our Christmas Spirit with local Men and 
Women who sacrificed for Our Country through their ser-
vice in the military, we once again invite St. Mary’s parish-
ioners to take part in our annual Christmas Gift Basket Pro-
ject! All who donate to this gift giving event will have their 
names included in a spirited Merry Christmas letter to Our 
Veterans. You may help in the following ways: 

- Donations to help purchase a variety of fresh fruit. 
- Special seasonal candies, flavored teas & hot cocoa 
- Ribbon, small decorative ornaments, clear tape (2”) 
- Wicker baskets with a handle (10-12” base) 
- Drivers to assist with the delivery of baskets to Veterans in 
the Canton area. 

Donations and items should be brought to St. Mary’s Recto-
ry or the Parish Center by Friday, Dec. 16th. Thank you for 
your support and generosity! 

Ask Father 
We’ve been using a new Penitential Act since Advent began.  Can 
you help me understand why? 
 
 

Great question.  Thanks for asking. A few different reasons: 
First I would say that the Lord loves variety.  Second, we 
need the variety.  And third, the Church offers the varie-
ty.  When you open up the Roman Missal (the big book all 
priests use for celebrating Mass), you see three different pen-
itential acts.  The Confiteor (“I confess to almighty God, and 
you my brothers and sisters…”) comes first.  The last option 
(which is the one that we use most often at St. Mary’s) is 
three phrases speaking of the truth, goodness, and beauty of 
the Lord with the call and response “Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy” after each of the 
three phrases.  Finally, there is the option that we are using 
for this season.  (“Have mercy on us, O Lord…”). 
It's important for us to have a variety of expressions of con-
trition.  We all know that.  Whenever we apologize for some-
thing serious that we have done, we express ourselves in a 
variety of ways.  We’ve all done it.  It goes something like: 
“I’m sorry.  I messed up. I don’t know what I was thinking. 
Will you ever forgive me?”  The variety helps express the 
reality. 
Each of the three penitential acts allows us to acknowledge 
the fact that we are sinners.  Taking a lead from the tax col-
lector in the Gospel, we know that good worship always 
involves an honest assessment of that fact.  Have mercy on 
us, O Lord.  For we have sinned against you! 

Religious Retirement Collection 
This Sunday there will be a 2nd envelope to support retired 
religious. In good times and bad, senior Catholic sisters, 
brothers, and religious order priests have dedicated them-
selves to service, prayer, and acts of mercy. Your gift to the 
Retirement Fund for Religious helps provide medications, 
nursing care, and other necessities.  
Thank you for your generosity. 



Ministry Schedule 
 

December 10th & December 11th 
 

Sat. 5:00 pm Lector  Mary Evans 
  Greeters  Bill & Carol O’Horo 
  Altar Servers TBD 
Sun. 9:00 am Lector  Russ Backus 
  Greeters  Kerisa Burns, Terry White 
  Altar Servers TBD 
 

December 17th & December 18th 
 

Sat. 5:00 pm Lector  Brenda Sanderson 
  Greeters  Phil and Mary Shatraw 
  Altar Servers TBD 
Sun. 9:00 am Lector  Kerisa Burns 
  Greeters  Paul Schrems, Dan Roiger 
  Altar Servers TBD 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Week of November 27th   2021          2022   .  
Envelopes          $4,765.00  $4,682.00 
On-Line Giving             $711.00     $776.00 
Plate              $209.50     $408.00 
Votive  Candles               $25.50       $41.00 
Fall Fuel                       $40.00 
Children’s Envelopes           $0.25 
Solemnity of Mary              $25.00 
Immaculate Conception              $25.00 
Christmas Collection              $50.00 
Christmas Candles                     $100.00 
Christmas Flowers              $70.00     $100.00 
CCHD                      $100.00       $70.00 
Total           $5,981.00  $6,217.25 
 
 
 
 

Due to an altered publication schedule, the values for the 
week of December 4th are not available at this time.  

They will be included in the next bulletin. 

Katie Coakley Ba 
Ilona Bailey 
Milton Bessette 
Sam Bisonette 
Camille Brown 
Debbie Bullock 
Georgina Cranston 
Phyllis Cunningham 
David Datush 
Debbie Gainey 
Joe Guarino 

Helen Hilts 
Arleen Jordan 
Carlos Law 
Lori Law   
Leward Lucia 
Mary Maroney 
Pamelia Neal 
Nolan Joe Redmond 
Brent Robert 
Judy Ruddy 
William Sharp 

Renee Smith 
Natalie teRiele 
Abuse Victims 
      & their Families 
Covid 19 Victims 
Victims of war 
Victims of violence 



 

 

Saturday, December 10: Advent Weekday/Our Lady of Loretto 
3:45-4:45pm  Confession 

Vigil, Third Sunday in Advent 

4:25 pm    Rosary for Life 

5:00 pm Mass  Mr. Jim Barry by Mary Krenceski and 
   Chuck LaPree 
 

Sunday, December 11:Third Sunday of Advent/Gaudete Sunday 
9:00 am Mass  Rick Bartlett by Sandra Bartlett 
5:00 pm Mass  For all the People of the Parish 
 
Monday, December 12: Our Lady of Guadalupe 
8:00 am    Liturgy of the Hours Morning Prayer 
8:15 am Mass  Bernetta and Emerson Bartman by Judy 
   Ruddy 
 

Tuesday, December 13:  St. Lucy, Virgin and Martyr 
8:00 am    Liturgy of the Hours Morning Prayer 

4:10-5:10 pm  Holy Hour for Vocations with  
   Eucharistic Adoration 
5:15 pm Mass  Roy Saucier Sr. by Jim & Sharon White 

After Mass  Confessions 
 

Wednesday, December 14: St. John of the Cross, Priest and  
   Doctor of the Church 
8:00 am   Liturgy of the Hours Morning Prayer 
8:15 am Mass  Janet Coloton by Rose Crupi 
 

Thursday, December 15: Advent Weekday 
8:00 am    Liturgy of the Hours Morning Prayer 
5:15 pm Mass  Douglas Craig by Sarto Council K of C 
 
Friday, December 16: Advent Weekday 
8:00 am   Liturgy of the Hours Morning Prayer 

8:15 am Mass  Bill, Marion, Pat, and Brian Casey by 
   Larry Casey 
 

Saturday, December 17: Late Advent Weekday 
3:45-4:45pm  Confession 

Vigil, Fourth Sunday in Advent 

4:25 pm    Rosary for Life 
5:00 pm Mass  Walter Christy by Jim† and Dana Barry 
 

Sunday, December 18:  Fourth Sunday of Advent 
9:00 am Mass  Edwin Krenceski by Mary Krenceski 
   and Charlie LaPree 
5:00 pm Mass  For all the People of the Parish 

Readings for December 18 
Is 7: 10-14 
Ps 24: 1-2, 3-4, 5-6 
Rom 1: 1-7 
Mt. 1: 18-24 

Readings for December 11 
Is 35: 1-6a, 10 
Ps 146: 6-7, 8-9, 9-10 
Jas 5: 7-10 
Mt 11: 2-11 

MASS & PARISH SCHEDULE 

Bishop’s Fund Update 
Our parish’s 2022 Bishop’s Fund Appeal continues. We have 
reached 78% of our goal. We are grateful to the 117 families 
that have made a sacrificial gift to this year’s Appeal. Our par-
ish has raised $27,306 toward the effort. If you have not made 
a 2022 Bishop’s Fund Appeal commitment, please pray about 
your decision and consider making a pledge or one-time gift.  


