
 

 

68 Court Street, Canton, New York 13617 

PHONE: (315) 386-2543    

www.cantoncatholics.com  •  office@cantoncatholics.com 

Sacrament of Baptism – For Children to be Baptized, please call the Rectory to schedule a meeting. 

Sacrament of Penance – Confessions : Tuesdays 5:45 pm—6:15 pm, Saturdays 3:45 pm—4:45 pm, or by appointment. 

Marriage –Make arrangements with the Pastor at least six months in advance. Pre-Cana instruction is necessary. 

Anointing of the Sick – Please advise the parish office of the serious illness or hospitalization of a parishioner. 

Communion for shut-ins – Please notify the Rectory if anyone is unable to attend Sunday Mass regularly. 
New Parishioners – Register at the Rectory during normal office hours.  

Rev. Bryan D. Stitt, Pastor  

Mr. James M. Snell, Deacon  (315) 262-0491 

Mr. Paul J. Schrems, Pastoral  Associate  for  Administration   

Miss Sarah V. McIntosh, Administrative Assistant 

Mrs. Amanda J. Conklin, Director  of  the  New  Evangelization 

Mr. Conner J. Cummings, Campus Minister   campusministrysm@gmail.com 

Parish Nurses • (315) 322-1836           Surviving Spouses Group • (315) 386-3145 

Ms. Terrianne Yanulavich, Child Safety & Victims’ Assistance Coordinator 

(Offsite): (518) 651-2267 terrianneyanulavich@yahoo.com 

PARISH  STAFF: THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

DECEMBER 25, 2022  

 
 

Our Vision and Mission 
We the members of  

St. Mary's Catholic Church, 

in order to become the saints 

God calls us to be: 

 

 Welcome the wanderer to the Way 

 Educate the seeker with the Truth 

 Worship the beauty of  Christ’s Life 

 

http://www.cantoncatholics.com/
mailto:catholicrectory@twcny.rr.com
mailto:terrianneyanulavich@yahoo.com
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Pastor’s Corner 

Have you noticed your Christmas Moment 
yet?  Each year, I’m convinced, the Lord bless-
es each of us in a special way.  Sometimes it 
happens on the Holy Night of Christmas Eve 
or on Christmas morning, but I’ve found just as often it hap-
pens a couple weeks before or after the day itself.  It is com-
mon to have our Christmas Moment happen with people 
we love.  Sometimes it is when we are alone in the beauty of 
nature.  Occasionally (and just occasionally) it has to do 
with a special present.  What I call your Christmas Moment, 
is when you are aware of the awesome beauty and good-
ness of life. Your Christmas Moment gives you just a taste of 
the Incarnation—that God took flesh and dwelt among us.   
 

I’ll probably share my Christmas Moment with you during 
the homily today.  But regardless of how the homily pans 
out, please don’t miss yours.  Your Christmas Moment is a 
gift each year that reminds us that the Lord is alive and well 
and working in our lives.   
 

On your way out of Mass today, you’ll receive the gift of a 
book about 25 people who didn’t miss their Christmas Mo-
ments.  Many of them are canonized saints in the Church, 
but all of them give us the gift of being aware of the Lord at 
work in their lives.  I hope you enjoy it.  For the next 25 
weeks, we’ll be highlighting one of their stories.   
 

Speaking of stories of special people, John Shea penned a 
lovely poem about his Christmas Moment from a few years 
back.  It happened with a little girl we know as Sharon. You 
can find it on the opposite page. I hope you enjoy it.  
 

Merry Christmas to you all! 

                 - Father Bryan Stitt 

Thrift Store Holiday Closings 
St. Mary’s Thrift store will be closed from Christmas Eve 
through New Year’s Day. They will return to their usual 
opening schedule on Monday, January 2nd.  

Holiday Office Hours 
The parish office will be closed on   
December 26th and  27th in celebration of  
Christmas and on January 2nd and 3rd 
for New Year’s. The staff at St. Mary’s 
wish you all a blessed Christmas and a  
joyful new year! 

Welcome to St. Mary’s! 
If you are new to Canton or have never formally registered 
in the parish , please contact the rectory. We look forward to 
meeting you. If you have not received Father Stitt’s Christ-
mas letter in the mail, that mean’s our contact information 
for you is incomplete. Please give us a call at (315) 386-2543 
so your information can be updated.  

Epiphany Open House 
Come to the rectory for an open 
house to celebrate Epiphany Sun-
day, January 8th . We’ll start right 
after the 9:00 Mass with a reception 
brunch! We’ll keep the doors open 
through the midday. (No need to bring any gold, frankin-
cense, or myrrh.)  

Epiphany Novena  

Please join us in a Novena (nine days of prayer) in preparation 
for the Epiphany—praying for the needs of our hearts and of the 
entire parish each day from  
Friday, December 30 to Saturday, January 7 

O Lady of the Epiphany, through your power, 
glory and love, show us your salvation – Jesus Christ. 

As the shepherds of Bethlehem came to you long ago, 
we now come before you. 
With Jesus Christ reigning in your arms, we also bow in 
awe. 

O Queen and intimate friend, remember our poverty. 
We beg you O tender Mother to hold our hands 
and listen closely to the desires and needs of our hearts. 

Mary, please remember: [State your request…]. 

Through your powerful intercession obtain for us 
the beautiful manifestation of your Divine Son 
in the lives of those for whom we pray. 

Mystical glorious woman crowned with stars, 
obtain the miracles and heavenly signs our dear ones 
need to find and embrace Jesus Christ, the King of Kings. 

Mary, we promise to amend our lives, 
and implore you to reveal the treasures of your heart to us, 
your poor children, at this time. Amen.  

Bishop’s Fund 
The Bishop’s Fund Appeal continues in our parish. As 
of Dec 15th, 127 households have contributed $32,996 and 
we are only $2,038 away from our Parish goal of $35,034. 
Our diocese has received 95.76% of the $1.3M goal,. We en-
courage all families to participate in this vital Appeal which 
funds ministries and programs that our parish on our own 
would not be able to provide. Please remember- every gift, 
no matter the size, makes a difference to the individuals and 
families we serve across the diocese. Together in Faith, we 
can make a difference!  



  www.cantoncatholics.formed.org 

The Church Sanctuary Lamp burns this week    

in memory of Anne S. Whalen  
by Gerald Whalen and family   

 
 

If you desire to have the Vigil Lamp lit for a loved one or for 
your intention, please contact the Rectory. 

Did you know? 
Along with our regular Sunday bulletin, we 
also have children’s bulletins available.  Help 
your little ones to learn about the weekly Gos-
pel from a child’s perspective.  They are locat-
ed in the bulletin holders at the front doors of 
the church. We also have children’s envelopes 
available. Contact the parish office if you would like a set. 
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Mass Attendance 

December 10th & 11th 
   2021  2022 
5:00 pm Saturday   61     58 
9:00 am Sunday    97    113 

5:00 pm Sunday   36     40 
Total    194    211 
 

Due to an altered publication schedule, the Mass attendance 
numbers for December 17th & 18th are not available at this 

time. They will be included in the next bulletin.  

♫“Joy to the world, the Lord is come!”♫ 
Wishing you all a very blessed Christmas. 

Sacred Art: Christmas with Taylor Kemp 

The Mystery of Christmas by Fr. Larry 
Richards 

Christmas as “Christ’s Mass”: The Man-
ger and the Eucharist by Dr. Michael Bar-
ber 

Welcome to the Family! 
On Sunday, December 11th, the son of 
Jeff and Maggie Jones was welcomed 
into the family of faith and born again 
by water and the Holy Spirit. Many 
blessings to the whole family!  

“Sharon’s Christmas Prayer” 
She was five, 
sure of the facts, 
and recited them 

with slow solemnity, 
convinced every word 

was revelation. 
She said 

they were so poor 

they had only peanut butter 

and jelly sandwiches to eat 
and they went a long way from home 

without getting lost. The lady rode 

a donkey, the man walked, and the baby 

was inside the lady. 
They had to stay in a stable 

with an ox and an ass (hee-hee) 
but the Three Rich Men found them 

because a star lit the roof. 
Shepherds came and you could 

pet the sheep but not feed them. 
Then the baby was born. 
And do you know who he was? 

Her quarter eyes inflated 

to silver dollars. 

The baby was God. 

And she jumped in the air, 
whirled around, dove into the sofa, 
and buried her head under the cushion 

which is the only proper response 

to the good news of the incarnation. 



Ministry Schedule 
 

The ministry schedule for December 31st &  
January 1st is unavailable at the time of publication. 
Please watch your email or check the parish website 

for updates. Thank you. 

Dear God, we place our worries in your hands. We place our sick under 
your care and humbly ask that you restore your servants to health again. 
Above all, grant us the grace to acknowledge your will and know that what-
ever you do, you do for the love of us.      

 
 
 
 

Week of December 11th   2021          2022   .  
Envelopes          $4,932.00  $3,793.00 
On-Line Giving          $1,016.00  $1,721.00 
Plate              $321.69     $529.00 
Children’s Envelopes           $0.25 
Votive  Candles               $45.00       $61.10 
Religious Retirement         $1,497.00  $1,462.00 
Christmas Flowers              $95.00       $97.00 
Christmas Candles              $550.00 
Immaculate Conception           $699.00     $919.00 
Catholic Charities         $50.00 
Christmas Collection                  $35.00                        . 
Total          $8,640.69  $9,182.35 
 
 
 

Due to a change in scheduling, the values for the week of 
December 18th are not available at this time. They will be 

included in the next bulletin. 

Katie Coakley Ba 
Ilona Bailey 
Milton Bessette 
Sam Bisonette 
Camille Brown 
Debbie Bullock 
Georgina Cranston 
Phyllis Cunningham 
David Datush 
Debbie Gainey 
Joe Guarino 

Helen Hilts 
Arleen Jordan 
Carlos Law 
Lori Law   
Leward Lucia 
Mary Maroney 
Pamelia Neal 
Nolan Joe Redmond 
Brent Robert 
Judy Ruddy 
William Sharp 

Renee Smith 
Natalie teRiele 
Abuse Victims 
      & their Families 
Covid 19 Victims 
Victims of war 
Victims of violence 

Help Needed 
When leaving at the end of Mass, please take 
your bulletin and worship aid with you. If you 
do not wish to keep them, please return them 
to one of the entrances of the church. This 
helps us to keep the church tidy and to have 
materials ready for parishioners who will be attending the 
other Masses this Christmas. Thank you!  

http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5305
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=12332


 

 

Saturday, December 24: Late Advent Weekday/Christmas Eve 
3:45-4:15pm  Confession 

Vigil, The Nativity of the Lord 
 

5:00 pm Mass  Don Wilson, Myrtle & Harold Burke by  
   Judy Wilson and family 
8:00 pm Mass  Mary Ames by her estate 
12:00 am Mass  For all the People of the Parish 
 

Sunday, December 25:    The Nativity of the Lord/Christmas Day 
9:00 am Mass  For all the People of the Parish 
11:00 am Mass  Anne Whalen by Gerald Whalen and  
   family 
 
Monday, December 26: St. Stephen, the First Martyr 
8:00 am    Liturgy of the Hours Morning Prayer 
8:15 am Mass  For all the Deacons of the Diocese by 
   Sarah McIntosh 
 
Tuesday, December 27:  St. John, Apostle and Evangelist 
8:00 am    Liturgy of the Hours Morning Prayer 
8:15 am Mass  Don Wilson by Judy Wilson and family 

4:10-5:10 pm  Holy Hour for Vocations in private 
   No evening Mass or Confessions 

 
 

Wednesday, December 28: The Holy Innocents, Martyrs 
8:00 am   Liturgy of the Hours Morning Prayer 
10:30 am Mass Partridge Knoll Geraldine Lawrence by her estate 
12:15 am Mass  Our children who have passed away 
 

Thursday, December 29: Fifth Day within the Octave of the  
   Nativity of the Lord/St. Thomas  
   Becket, Bishop and Martyr 
8:00 am   Liturgy of the Hours Morning Prayer 
5:15 pm Mass  Jane Bianchi by Marcel Bouchard 
 
Friday, December 30: The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and  
   Joseph 
8:00 am   Liturgy of the Hours Morning Prayer 
8:15 am Mass  In thanksgiving by Melissane and Paul 
   Schrems 
 

Saturday, December 31: Seventh Day within the Octave of the 
   Nativity of the Lord 
3:45-4:45 pm  Confession 

Vigil, Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
 

5:00 pm Mass  For all the People of the Parish 
 

Sunday, January 1:     Solemnity of Mary, Holy Mother of 
   God/The Octave Day of the Nativity 
   of the Lord 
9:00 am Mass  James Makowiec by Rose Crupi 

Readings for January 1  
Nm 6: 22-27 
Ps 67: 2-3, 5, 6, 8 
Gal 4: 4-7 
Lk 2: 16-21 

Readings for December 25 
As the readings differ 
among the Christmas Mass-
es, they are not included in 
this Sunday’s Bulletin. 

MASS & PARISH SCHEDULE 


