
 

 

68 Court Street, Canton, New York 13617 

PHONE: (315) 386-2543    

www.cantoncatholics.com  •  office@cantoncatholics.com 

Sacrament of Baptism – For Children to be Baptized, please call the Rectory to schedule a meeting. 

Sacrament of Penance – Confessions : Tuesdays 5:45 pm—6:15 pm, Sundays 3:45 pm—4:45 pm, or by appointment. 

Marriage –Make arrangements with the Pastor at least six months in advance. Pre-Cana instruction is necessary. 

Anointing of the Sick – Please advise the parish office of the serious illness or hospitalization of a parishioner. 

Communion for shut-ins – Please notify the Rectory if anyone is unable to attend Sunday Mass regularly. 
New Parishioners – Register at the Rectory during normal office hours.  

Rev. Bryan D. Stitt, Pastor  

Mr. James M. Snell, Deacon  (315) 262-0491 

Mr. Paul J. Schrems, Pastoral  Associate  for  Administration   

Miss  Sarah V. McIntosh, Administrative Assistant 

Mrs. Amanda J. Conklin, Director  of  the  New  Evangelization 

Mr. Conner J. Cummings, Campus Minister   campusministrysm@gmail.com 

Parish Nurses • (315) 322-1836           Surviving Spouses Group • (315) 386-3145 

Ms. Terrianne Yanulavich, Child Safety & Victims’ Assistance Coordinator 

(Offsite): (518) 651-2267 terrianneyanulavich@yahoo.com 

PARISH  STAFF: SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 

MARCH 5, 2023  

 
 

Our Vision and Mission 
We the members of  

St. Mary's Catholic Church, 

in order to become the saints 

God calls us to be: 

 

 Welcome the wanderer to the Way 

 Educate the seeker with the Truth 

 Worship the beauty of  Christ’s Life 

 

http://www.cantoncatholics.com/
mailto:catholicrectory@twcny.rr.com
mailto:terrianneyanulavich@yahoo.com
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Pastor’s Corner 

Last Sunday evening, Fr. Joe Giroux and I got 
together to hear how the first week with the 
new Mass schedule went.  I’m so pleased to 
say that it seemed to go very well for all three 
parishes.  Thank you all for your flexibility and your open-
ness to the workings of the Holy Spirit in your lives. 

Two things did come up for future adjustment: 1. Confes-

sions on Sunday evening didn’t work very well.  I forgot 
how hard it would be to assist at the Cathedral for the Rite 
of Election and be back in time for 3:45 PM.  We’ll stick with 
it for now, but I am also considering other times.   

2. We want to ask for more input from you.  Next week 
we’ll be releasing a Survey of what Mass time you are lean-
ing to, what your registration status is, and what ministry 
you might consider.  Please stay tuned.   

Next Friday is St. Patrick’s Day.  Hopefully you can join us 
for our dinner.  But either way, please take note that Bishop 
LaValley had granted a general dispensation for us so that 
we can enjoy the traditional meat fare on the day.  But 
please note: we are supposed to take on another penance in 
it’s place.  Perhaps join us for Stations of the Cross before 
dinner! 

Considering joining us for the pilgrimage to Italy in Sep-
tember? Join us next Sunday, March 12 for a Zoom infor-
mation session.  Call the rectory for access to the Zoom link. 

Have a blessed week.                            - Father Bryan Stitt 

In Memoriam At the request of a parishioner, Mass on 

Wednesday, March 8th, will be offered in memory of daily 
Mass communicants now deceased, including: Irene 
Krenceski, Georgia Barkley, Walt & Marie Christy, Gerry 
Ames, Pauline Proulx, Rick Bartlett, Ken Smith, Frank & Mi-
mi Shields, Dora Jean Martin, Joan Pope, Frank Whalen, Bev 
Creasy, Rita Mayhew, Joan Barrick, Leo Kenyon, Maureen 
Howard, Don McKenna, Msgr. Gerald Service, Tom & An-
nette Fayette, Mary Ames, and Bob Hall. 

Ask Father? 
With the change of Mass times, do we still have to have a Mass 
each week “for the people of the Parish”?  It seems like that will 
make it harder for me to get a Mass request in.  

Great question.  Thanks for asking.  Every Christian has the 
responsibility of praying for each other.  (Thank you for tak-
ing that responsibility so seriously.  We all need it!) Every 
Pastor is required to do so in a most special way: Offering a 
Holy Mass for all the souls in his parish each Sunday and 
Holy Day of Obligation.  It’s true that occasionally I will 
move the intention to another day during the week, but offi-
cially that should only happen “only for extraordinary rea-
sons.”  So I have good news and bad news: Bad news first:  
It’s true that you might have a harder time getting a Lord’s 
Day Mass.  Good news: Holy Mass is being offered for you 
at least once a week! 

Chrism Mass 
All the faithful of the Diocese of Ogdensburg are invited to 
join Bishop LaValley in the annual Renewal of Priestly Com-
mitment, the Blessing of the Holy Oils, and the consecration 
of the Sacred Chrism for use in all the churches of our Dio-
cese. This ritual symbolizes that we are one family in Christ. 
The Chrism Mass will be held on Thursday, March 30, 2023 
at 11 a.m. at St. Mary’s Cathedral in Ogdensburg, New York. 

Plan ahead for 3 Parish 3 Night Mission 
Save the Dates for our Parish Mission: 
Our Shepherd, Our Teacher, Our Priest.  
We’ll be joining our friends, new and 
old at the end of March Sunday 26 
(Potsdam), Tuesday 27 (Colton), & 

Tuesday 28 (Canton) for a three night Mission to help us 
grow closer to the Lord and to one another.  

All Lent Long  
Following our local tradition, Stations of the Cross will be 
prayed each Friday at 5:15 PM and there is an 8:15 AM Mass 
each Saturday. 

Parish Gift for (Soon-to-be) Father Lukas 
How blessed we have been to have Lukas 
Gruber here in Canton & Potsdam over 
the past few years.  He was not only as 
source of sanity for Father in the worst 
days of the pandemic, but he has created 
the template for our weekly worship aids 
for the better part of the past three years, 
even composing pieces for us. 

On top of this, he has had some struggles in his seminary 
days that you may not have heard about.  He missed not 
one, but two pilgrimages that are usually offered to seminar-
ians: one to Rome during the pandemic and then a second 
one to the Holy Land this past Christmas due to the blizzard.   

I’ve asked Lukas if he would like to join us for the pilgrim-
age in September.  He was very appreciative of the offer not 
least of all aware that the trip is expensive (Approx $5K). 
Would you like to show your support for him by contrib-
uting to the cost?   

Irishman of the Year? 
Each year on the feast of St. Patrick (March 
17th) a local tradition has developed of naming 
an Irishman and an Irishwoman of the year. 

Who do you know that lives out the qualities 
of our parish (and incidentally of St. Patrick) that you hold 
we dear.  One who serves and Welcomes, one who Educates 
with the truth, and one who Worships with his or her whole 
heart, soul, body, and mind. You can make a nomination by 
emailing us at office@cantoncatholics.com, calling the parish 
office, or dropping a card in the mail or even the collection 
basket. 



  
www.cantoncatholics.formed.org 

UPDATE on the Pilgrimage  
There will be an informational Zoom meet-
ing next Sunday evening at 7PM.  Contact 
the parish office for access to the meeting 
regarding the pilgrimage to Italy this  
September! This twelve day pilgrimage 
(Sept. 18th - 29th) will follow the footsteps  

of Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati and include stops in Turin, 
Rome, Assisi, Siena, and Florence.  
For more information, visit selectinternationaltours.com.  
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Mass Attendance 

Ash Wednesday 
   2022  2023 
7:30 am      37    38 
12:15 pm     91   115 

5:15 pm     133   135 
Total   261   288 
 

February 25th & 26th 
   2022  2023 
5:00 pm Saturday   63    * 
9:00 am Sunday   102   152 

5:00 pm Sunday   31    75 
Total    196   227 
*in order to maintain an accurate comparison of total attendance, Mass 
attendance for Saturday 5pm 2022 is still included. 

- Return with Fr. John Burns 

- The Spirituality of Lent with 
Dr. Time Gray 

- Let’s Learn About Lent part 
of Brother Francis Series 

The Church in Central & Eastern Europe 
Thank you for your generous contributions last week to the 
Collection for the Church in Central and Eastern Europe! As 
a parish, we collected a total of $1,400 to restore the Church 
and build the future in more than 25 countries.  
For more information, visit www.usccb.org/ccee  

St. Patrick’s Day Dinner 
Friday, March 17th 

St. Mary’s Parish Center Gym 
2 Powers St. Canton 

4:30 pm until the food runs out 
Live Entertainment! 

Menu: 
Ruby glazed corned beef and Colcannon or Shepherd’s Pie.  
NOTE: Bishop LaValley has given a dispensation to allow us to 

enjoy the traditional menu despite it being a Friday of Lent. 

Cost:  
$12 per person 

Children under 5 years - $2   
Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus 

The Church Sanctuary Lamp burns this week    

in memory of Neil Sheridan 
by Norene Sheridan 

 

If you desire to have the Vigil Lamp lit for a loved one or for 
your intention, please contact the Rectory. 

Rediscover the Saints:  
St. John the Apostle 
Born in Bethsaida, approx. A.D. 15  
Died in Ephesus, approx. A.D. 100  
Feast: December 27 

Patron of: literature and many dioces-
es and parishes 
 

St. John and his brother James were 
first disciples of John the Baptist, but were called by Christ 
at the Sea of Galilee to follow Him.  With his brother James 
and Peter, John was privileged to witness the raising of 
Jairus’ daughter, the Transfiguration, and the agony in the 
garden.  His place at the Last Supper was next to Jesus, as 
his “beloved disciple,” where he lovingly laid  his head up-
on Christ’s chest.  Of all the disciples, John alone stood with 
our Blessed Mother at the foot of the cross and received her 
as a son from Jesus in the name of all mankind. 
John was also the first, with Peter, to hasten to Christ’s tomb, 
and the first to recognize our Lord after the Resurrection at 
the Sea of Galilee.  After the Ascension and Pentecost, he 
joined with our Blessed Lady and St. Peter in caring for the 
Church. John was the only disciple who was not martyred, 
but died of old age in peace, at Ephesus, around A.D. 100.  
 

Reflection Questions from Rediscover the Saints  
- Do you allow people to get to know you? 

- If you had to describe Jesus to a person who had never 
heard of him, how would you do it? 

- Would you like to be remembered for what you did or who 
you were? 

- Do you think John would rather be known as a saint, as an 
apostle, or as Jesus’ friend?  



Ministry Schedule 
 
 

 
March 5th 

 

Sun. 9:00 pm Lector  Russ Backus 
  Greeters Helen Dominy, Kerisa Burns 
  Altar Servers TBD 
Sun. 5:00 pm Lector  Brad Mintener 
  Greeters TBD 
  Altar Servers TBD   
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 12th 
 

Sun. 9:00 pm Lector  Norma Jean Lapoint 
  Greeters Dan & Shelly Roiger 
  Altar Servers TBD 
Sun. 5:00 pm Lector  TBD 
  Greeters TBD 
  Altar Servers TBD 

Dear God, we place our worries in your hands. We place our sick under 
your care and humbly ask that you restore your servants to health again. 
Above all, grant us the grace to acknowledge your will and know that what-
ever you do, you do for the love of us.      

 
 

 
 

Week of February 26th     2022          2023   .  
Envelopes          $4,544.00  $4,607.00 
On-Line Giving             $736.00        $711.00 
Plate              $328.25     $465.00 
Votive  Candles               $37.95       $39.00 
Children’s Envelopes           $0.25 
Central Eastern Europe              $30.00     $125.00 
Ukraine           $1,059.05                       . 
Total           $6,735.25  $5,947.25 

 
Please Note: Last week’s parish support totals were correct, 
however, an $800 special donation in 2022 was accidentally 

left off the itemized list.  
 
 

Thank you for your support & generosity each week! 

Katie Coakley Ba 
Ilona Bailey 
Linda Barlow 
Milton Bessette 
Sam Bisonette 
Camille Brown 
Debbie Bullock 
Georgina Cranston 
Phyllis Cunningham 
David Datush 

Kate Enright 
Debbie Gainey 
Joe Guarino 
Mike Habermann 
Dick & Helen Hilts 
Arleen Jordan 
Carlos Law 
Lori Law   
Leward Lucia 
Pamelia Neal 

Nolan Joe Redmond 
Brent Robert 
Judy Ruddy 
William Sharp 
Renee Smith 
Natalie teRiele 
Abuse Victims 
      & their Families 
Victims of war 
Victims of violence 

http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5305
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=12332


 
 

Sunday, March 5:  Second Sunday of Lent 
9:00 am Mass  Neil Sheridan by Norene Sheridan 
3:45 pm - 4:45 pm Confessions 
4:25 pm    Rosary for Life 
5:00 pm Mass  For all the People of the Parish 
 
Monday, March 6: Lenten Weekday 
8:00 am    Liturgy of the Hours Morning Prayer 
8:15 am Mass  James Barry by Helen Dominy & family 
 
Tuesday, March 7:  Lenten Weekday/Sts. Perpetua and 
   Felicity, Martyrs 
8:00 am    Liturgy of the Hours Morning Prayer 
4:10-5:10 pm  Holy Hour for Vocations with  
   Eucharistic Adoration 
5:15 pm Mass  Mary Czub by Jim and Sharon White 
After Mass  Confessions 
 

Wednesday, March 8:  Lenten Weekday/St. John of God,  
   Religious 
8:00 am   Liturgy of the Hours Morning Prayer 
8:15 am Mass  Deceased Daily Mass Goers by a  
   parishioner 
 

Thursday, March 9: Lenten Weekday/St. Frances of Rome, 
   Religious 
8:00 am   Liturgy of the Hours Morning Prayer 
5:15 pm  Mass  Leroy Akley by Helen Dominy & family 
 
Friday, March 10: Lenten Weekday 
8:00 am   Liturgy of the Hours Morning Prayer 
8:15 am Mass  Jack Davis by Devon Sutton 
5:15 pm   Stations of the Cross 
 

Saturday, March 11: Lenten Weekday 
8:00 am   Liturgy of the Hours Morning Prayer 
8:15 am Mass  Margaret Brown by her estate 
 

Sunday, March 12:  Third Sunday of Lent 
9:00 am Mass  Mick Harrington by Harry and Peggy  
   Podgurski 
3:45 pm - 4:45 pm Confessions 
4:25 pm    Rosary for Life 
5:00 pm Mass  For all the People of the Parish 

 
Readings for March 12th  
Ex 17: 3-7 
Ps 95: 1-2, 6-7, 8-9 
Rom 5: 1-2, 5-8 
Jn 4: 5-42 

Readings for March 5th  
Gn 12: 1-4a 
Ps 33: 4-5, 18-19, 20,22 
2 Tm 1: 8b-10 
Mt 17: 1-9 

MASS & PARISH SCHEDULE 

The Gabriel Project 
If you are pregnant or have a newborn, Pro-
ject Gabriel is here to help you and your baby. 
Some Mothers need an ear to listen, a shoul-
der to cry on or prayers. Some need baby 
clothes or diapers. Some need more and some 
need less. Whatever your situation, if you 
need help, please call us at 315-265-9520. 


