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Mass Schedule 
Saturday: 5:30 PM 
 

Sunday:   A M     P M  

 7:30  12:00 (Spanish) 

 9:00  1 :30 PM 

 10:30 (Family) 5:00 PM  

 Holy Days:     6:50, 8:30 AM 

  1 2 : 1 5 P M ,  7 : 30 PM 

 Weekdays:    6:50, 8:30 AM  

  12:15 PM 

    Wednesday 7:30 PM (Spanish) 

          Morning Prayer - Daily 8 :30 AM) 

Confessions: 
Saturday — 4 to 5:30 

 

Sick Or Emergency Calls: 
At any time 

call the Rectory at 892-3232 
 

Devotions: 
• Circulo De Oracion: Cada lunes, 7 a 8:30 PM, 

 Miraculous Medal Novena 

 Monday after 12:15 PM Mass 
 

  Eucharist Adoration 

 Thursday, 12:15 Mass Benediction 

 Bible Study - Tuesday 7:30pm - 
       English-Spanish 

Baptisms: 
Arrangements must be made at the 

Rectory for Baptismal Class. Bring child’s 

Birth Certificate. 
 

Marriages: 
Arrangements for weddings should be 

made as soon as possible at the Rectory. 
 

Parish Registration: 
All Catholics who live within the  

parish boundaries should fill out a  

registration card at Church or Rectory. 

Handicapped Accessible 

saint 
Helena 

parish 
Bronx, NY 



A WORD FROM THE PASTOR: 

THE LITURGICAL ROLES OF THE LAITY DURING MASS 

On Sunday, we will be installing several parishioners as 
extraordinary ministers of the Eucharist. Most of us remember that 
in our youth there was a limited lay presence on the altar during 
Mass, but now there is a very active lay participation because the 
Sacred Liturgy is the public prayer of the whole Church, and the 
chief person acting in every liturgical celebration is our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ himself, the one perfect Mediator between 
God and man. But Christ associates the Church with himself in 
every liturgical act. Most liturgical acts are hierarchically ordered: 
with a role for the Bishop and priest, for the deacon, for those lay 
people who are assigned a liturgical role as defined by the Church, 
and for all the people of God. 

Christ is the High Priest. He gives all baptized people a share in 
this role by offering God gifts, proclaiming God’s word, and 
distributing the Body and Blood of Christ. The common priesthood 
of all the baptized gives people the capacity to offer Christian 
worship, to offer Christ to the Eternal Father through the hands of 
the ordained priest at the Eucharistic celebration, to receive the 
sacraments, and to live holy lives, and by self-denial and active 
charity to make of their entire lives a sacrifice. 

Some lay persons are altar servers or cantors who are chosen to 
bring up the gifts at the offertory, and others are selected as 
extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion, those who help when 
the ordinary ministers (bishop, priest, and deacon) are not 
available in sufficient numbers to cope with the high number of 
communicants. "In liturgical celebrations", says Sacrosanctum 
Concilium, "whether as a minister or as one of the faithful, each 
person should perform his role by doing solely and totally what the 
nature of things and liturgical norms require of him" (SC 28). But, a 
task always to be attended to is the theological, liturgical, and 
spiritual formation of extraordinary ministers of the Holy Eucharist, 
of catechists and lectors, of other pastoral agents, and of the lay 
faithful in general. 

Because of the importance of the Liturgy of the Word in the 
formation of the faithful, specific laws determine who may read. 
Only those who have received Holy Orders — a deacon, priest, or 
bishop — may proclaim the Gospel. However, in certain 
circumstances, lay people may proclaim the Gospel at children’s 
Masses. 

Regarding the other readings and the responsorial psalm, only a 
person properly instituted for the purpose of reading during Mass 
should read them. The Church first prefers a man installed into the 
ministry of lector to read the readings (cf. Canon 230 §§1, 2). In 
the absence of such a man, other laity, women included, who have 
received proper training and authorization as a reader may read. 
In the absence of either, anyone who meets the requirements 
established by the local bishop can be asked to read. If no one is 
available, the priest or deacon must read the readings. 

As noted in canon 230 §1, “Lay men who possess the age and 
qualifications determined by decree of the conference of bishops 
can be installed on a stable basis in the ministry of lector.” The use 
of the word “vir” in the original Latin precludes women from 
participating in “the stable ministry” of lector. However, paragraph 
two of this same canon notes that “lay persons can fulfill the 
function of lector during liturgical actions by temporary deputation.” 
According to canon 230 and liturgical law, in the absence of a man 
installed into the stable ministry of lector, a man or woman can be 
authorized to act as reader during the celebration of Mass. 

The Vatican II document Sacrosanctum Concilium (SC) notes that 
those who act as extraordinary ministers of the Eucharist or as 
lectors or readers “should carry out all and only those parts [of the 
Mass] which pertain to their office by the nature of the rite and the 
norms of the liturgy” (SC 28). It further notes, “They must be 
deeply imbued with the spirit of the liturgy, each in his own 

measure, and they must be trained to perform their functions in a 
correct and orderly manner” (SC 29)..The selection process 
should ensure that those who participate in these ministries are 
examples of faith and charity within the community. Further, their 
training should prepare them to either distribute Holy Communion 
or proclaim the Word of God in a manner that moves the minds 
and hearts of the congregation to Christ (cf. GIRM, no. 101). 

The nature of the Mass demands the active participation of all the 
faithful (SC 14). For some, this participation includes bringing up 
the gifts or serving as a lector or reader or extraordinary minister 
of Holy Communion. Traditionally, the Church has not reserved 
the ministry of proclaiming the readings to the celebrant. For this 
reason, the GIRM notes that “By tradition, the function of 
proclaiming the readings is ministerial, not presidential. The 
readings, therefore, should be proclaimed by a lector. . .” (no. 59). 
This means that although a deacon, or even another priest, is 
present, such ministers have a function separate from that of 
lector and their presence does not require the reader or lector to 
relinquish his role. 

In addition, the Church encourages all Catholics to read the Bible 
frequently and prayerfully. Vatican II “forcefully and specifically 
exhorts all the Christian faithful … to learn ‘the surpassing 
knowledge of Jesus Christ’ (Phil. 3:8) by frequent reading of the 
divine Scriptures” (Dei Verbum 25; cf. Catechism, nos. 133, 2653). 
This assuredly prepares the faithful for the Liturgy of the Word at 
Mass, when “God speaks to his people” (SC 33) before revealing 
Himself “in the breaking of the bread” (Lk. 24:35), and some 
members of the lay faithful are able to make important 
contributions to the celebration of Mass. Their active participation 
should reflect the mind of Christ, and they should bear in mind the 
words of Saint John the Baptist, “He must increase, but I must 
decrease” (Jn. 3:30). In this way, they will truly fulfill their task of 
turning the minds of the faithful to Christ and enlivening their 
hearts to receive Him reverently in the Eucharist.       Fr. David Powers 

 

Saint Margaret of Scotland 
(1045 – November 16, 1093) 

St. Margaret of Scotland was an English princess of the House of 
Wessex. Margaret was sometimes called "The Pearl of Scotland". 
Born in exile in Hungary, she was the sister of Edgar Ætheling, the 
short-ruling and uncrowned Anglo-Saxon King of England. 
Margaret and her family returned to England in 1057, but fled to 
the Kingdom of Scotland following the Norman conquest of 
England of 1066. Around 1070 Margaret married Malcolm III of 
Scotland, becoming his queen consort. She was a pious woman, 
and the king and queen gave wonderful example to everyone by 
the way they prayed together and fed crowds of poor people with 
their own hands. They seemed to have only one desire: to make 
everyone happy and good. Margaret was the mother of three 

kings of Scotland including St. David of Scotland and of a queen 
consort of England. She died at Edinburgh Castle in 1093, just 
days after receiving the tragic news of the death of her son 
Edward and her husband in battle. In 1250, she was canonized by  
Pope Innocent IV, and her remains were reinterred in a shrine at 
Dunfermline Abbey. 

St. Gertrude 

St. Gertrude whose feast day is also on November 16 was born at 
Eisleben in Saxony. At the age of five, she was placed in the care 
of the Benedictine nuns at Rodalsdorf and later became a nun in 
the same monastery, of which she was later elected Abbess. The 
following year she was obliged to take charge of a monastery at 
Helfta, to which she moved with her nuns. She was well educated 
and was versed in Sacred Scripture. Her life was not replete with 
stirring events and striking actions but was one of great mental 
activity. She was a mystic and led a life hidden with Christ in God, 
one characterized by great devotion to the Sacred Humanity of 
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Our Lord in His Passion and in the Blessed Eucharist, and by a 
tender love for the Blessed Virgin. She died in 1302, and she is 
the Patroness of the West Indies. 
 

As we have honored our Veterans, please pray for the 

following members of our community who have served or 

are now serving in the armed forces: 
 

Efrain Rodriguez, First Master Sergeant  Army  Korean & WWII 

Jonathan Vega           Army 

Christopher J. Hualpa          Navy       Miami, Florida 

Jose Ortiz           Navy       Virginia Beach 

Jonique Brown, Chaplain          Air Force       Illinois 

George Elliott           Army       New York 

Joseph Fusilier           Army       Texas 

Joseph Fusilier           Army       New York 

Waldy Perez           Army       New York 

Evan M. Rubin, Sergeant          Army       Pennsylvania 

Earl Nortne           Army       New York 

Hayim Taylon           Marine       New York 

Angel Guzman           Coast Guard      Puerto  Rico 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

50/50 DRAWING: The Nov. 1 winners are: No. 103 & No. 254 @ $23 

 BLESSING OF FOOD-The Blessing of Food will take 

place at BOTH the 7:30 pm Parish Thanksgiving Mass on 

Wednesday, November 25 AND the 8:30 am Mass on 

Thanksgiving Day. People are invited to bring some food 

for a blessing that they will use at THEIR Thanksgiving 

Dinner as well as food that will be donated to the poor. The 

Pilgrim Statue of Our Lady of Guadalupe will be present at 

both Masses. Please note that there will be NO 12:15 pm 

Mass on Thanksgiving Day. 

 SECOND COLLECTION NEXT WEEK FOR THE 

CATHOLIC CAMPAIGN FOR HUMAN 

DEVELOPMENT-Next week’s second collection for the 

Catholic Campaign for Human Development needs your 

help. CCHD was founded to end the cycle of poverty in the 

United States by funding organizations that help people help 

themselves, including the Northwest Bronx Community and 

Clergy Coalition, which was founded 40 years ago by  

Bishop Patrick Ahern whose first priestly assignment was as 

a curate here at St. Helena’s. With the tradition of improving 

education, housing situations, and economic development, 

CCHD continues to make a positive impact on communities 

nationwide. Your generous contribution will defend human 

dignity and help those living on the margins of our society. 

 MASS TIMES ADJUSTMENT-Just a reminder that the 

1:15 PM Mass now begins at 1:30 PM. We appreciate your 

understanding as we seek to provide the best possible 

worship experience for our parishioners.  

 FAMILY SESSION SUNDAY-A reminder that parents of 

the students attending the Wednesday Religious Education 

classes are expected to stay for the special Family Session in 

the cafeteria today Sunday, November 15 after either the 

10:30 am Family Mass or the Noon Spanish Mass. 

 INSTALLATION OF EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS-    

St. Helena's will install Extraordinary Ministers of the 

Eucharist today Sunday, November 15 at both the 10:30 

AM Family Mass and the noon Spanish Mass. These 

extraordinary ministers may distribute Holy Communion at 

Mass and may bring Holy Communion to the sick. The 

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops writes that "In 

every celebration of the Eucharist, there should be a 

sufficient number of ministers of Holy Communion so that it 

may be distributed in a reverent and orderly manner. Bishops, 

priests and deacons distribute Holy Communion in virtue of 

their office as ordinary ministers of the Body and Blood of 

the Lord. However, when the size of the congregation or the 

incapacity of the bishop, priest, or deacon requires it, the 

priest may call upon extraordinary ministers to assist him, 

i.e., duly instituted acolytes or even other faithful who have 

been deputed for this purpose." 

 PARISH PARTY PLANNING-There will be a planning 

meeting on Thursday, November 19 at 8 pm in the rectory 

concerning planning for the upcoming Parish Christmas Party 

in December. All are invited to attend. 

 BAPTISM PREPARATION CLASS-There will be a 

Baptism Preparation class on Thursday, November 19 at    

7 pm in the Church. The class is for those who are preparing 

to have their child baptized and is conducted in both English 

and Spanish. Please bring a copy of the child's birth 

certificate. 

 INTERNATIONAL PILGRIM STATUE OF OUR LADY 

OF FATIMA-The Legion of Mary is sponsoring a visitation 

of the International Pilgrim Virgin Statue of Our Lady of 

Fatima to St. Helena's Parish on Friday, November 20. The 

Statue will be venerated at all daily Masses and there will be 

a talk at 1:30PM. There will also be a bilingual Rosary at 

7PM and a special bilingual Mass and devotion at 7:30 PM. 

 MULTI-CULTURAL MASS-St. Helena's annual Multi-

Cultural Mass will take place on Wednesday, November 25 

at 9:30 am. Students will dress in the attire of their ethnic 

heritage. This year, we have a special treat - the visit of the 

Pilgrim Statue of Our Lady of Guadalupe. 

 PILGRIM VIRGIN STATUE OF OUR LADY OF 

GUADALUPE-The Pilgrim Virgin Statue of Our Lady of 

Guadalupe will visit St. Helena's Parish on Monday, 

November 23. It will be venerated at the 8:30 and 12:15 

Masses and at all of the Masses on Tuesday, November 24, 

and there will be devotion at our parish Shrine of Our Lady 

of Guadalupe on Wednesday, November 25. She will be 

present at all daily Masses as well as the special 9:30 AM 

Multi-Cultural Mass and the 7:30 PM Spanish Mass. On 

Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, November 26, she will be 

venerated during the 6:50AM and 8:30AM Masses. 

 PARISH LUNCHEON AFTER THE NOON MASS-
There will be a Parish Luncheon after the NOON Mass on 

THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
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OFFERING ENVELOPES 
 

Sunday, November 8, 2015   $4,067.43 

Our weekly budget, (Nuestro presupuesto semanal es) $4,231.00 

Utility fund Collection $1,521.10 

Thank you to everyone for your generosity, your support and for all 

that you do for St. Helena’s Parish and our School. 

Gracias a todos por su generosidad y por todo lo que hacen por esta 

Iglesia de St. Helena y las escuela. 



NOVEMBER 15, 2015 

Sunday, November 22 in honor of Our Lady of Providence, 

Patroness of Puerto Rico. Devotion to Mary, Mother of 

Divine Providence began in Rome around the year 1611. 

Around 1580, The Italian painter Scipione Pulzone created a 

work titled "Mater Divinae Providentiae," which depicted the 

Blessed Mother cradling the Infant Jesus. This painting was 

given to the Barnabite religious order in 1663. It was placed 

on the altar of a chapel on the first floor of the Saint Charles 

rectory behind the main altar. In 1732, a copy of the painting 

was placed in a location adjacent to the main altar of the 

church of San Carlo ai Catinari in Rome, where it drew many 

faithful visitors. In 1888, Pope Leo XIII ordered the solemn 

crowning of the "Miraculous Lady" and approved the Mass 

and Office of Mary, Mother of Divine Providence. History 

tells us that in the 19th century, Msgr. Gil Esteve (Spain ) 

was assigned as bishop of Puerto Rico. It was then that he 

quickly made devotion to Our Lady of Divine Providence 

known in the island. Jan. 2, the day of Bishop Gil’s arrival in 

the island, was set as Our Lady’s feast. In 1969, Pope Paul 

VI declared Our Lady of Divine Providence to be Patroness 

of Puerto Rico. 

 BETHLEHEM CHRISTIAN FAMILIES-Next weekend, 

November 21-22, missionaries from Bethlehem Christian 

Families will be visiting our parish. Bethlehem Christian 

Families is a group of artisans who live in Bethlehem and 

Jerusalem. Their work supports Christian families living in 

the Holy Land. The exhibit, in the narthex, will include 

various unique religious and devotional items — all hand 

crafted from olive wood that is native to Israel, particularly 

Bethlehem. Please stop by before or after Mass and have a 

look at their work, all of which will be available for 

purchase. The Christian population in the Holy Land is 

struggling. Since 1948, the population of Christians in the 

Holy Land has dropped from about 18% to less than 2%  For 

more information about the humanitarian mission of 

Bethlehem Christian Families on behalf of the Palestinian 

Christians, visit https://www.facebook.com/

BethlehemChristianFamilies.com. We offer them our 

hospitality, prayers, and support as they maintain and 

strengthen the Christian presence in Jesus’ homeland. 

 ANNUAL CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESAN SCOUT 

RETREAT-The 2015 New York Archdiocesan Annual 

Catholic Scout Retreat will take place on Saturday, 

November 21 from 8:30 am - 5:15 pm at the Capuchin 

Youth and Family Ministries, 781 Route NY-9D, Garrison. 

The theme is Blessed are the Merciful in honor of the Jubilee 

Year of Mercy. All participants will receive a patch. Please 

bring a bag lunch. Cost $5 in advance or $10 at the door. For 

more information, call 845-340-9170 X 107. 

 VESPARS AT ST. PATRICK’S OLD CATHEDRAL-

Cardinal Dolan will celebrate Vespers at the Basilica of      

St. Patrick's Old Cathedral, 263 Mulberry Street, on Sunday, 

November 22 at 3:30 pm to commemorate the arrival of 

Bishop John Connolly, OP, the first resident Ordinary of the 

Diocese of New York. He arrived on November 24, 1815 to 

take canonical possession of the cathedral that had recently 

completed construction. The Vespers will include a blessing 

of a memorial to Archbishop John Hughes. The Basilica is 

completing a restoration that reveals many features unseen 

since the 19th century, including the crypts of the first two 

Ordinaries of New York. 

 ADULT CHOIR PRACTICE-The Adult Choir rehearses at 

11:30AM on Sundays. We are preparing for the Christmas 

season. Everyone is welcome to attend. 

 ORGANIST TRAINING PROGRAM-The Archdiocese of 

New York Organist Training Program seeks to provide the 

qualified keyboardist with the skills and training to 

successfully serve as an organist in a parish setting through a 

low-cost, goal-oriented, and flexible pedagogical structure. 

Ten half-hour lessons are taught each semester by members 

of the archdiocesan Music Commission. The cost is $400/

semester. The program offers two skill certificates. For more 

information, call 914-968-6200, X 8177. 

 LECTORS NEEDED-St. Helena is looking for new lectors 

to read at all of the Masses, both daily and weekend Masses. 

You can lector every week, once a month, or once a quarter. 

If you are interested, call the rectory at 718-892-3232. 

 CHRISTMAS FLEA MARKET-We are still looking for 

donations for our annual Christmas Flea Market, which will 

take place on Sunday, November 29, from 9 AM to 2 PM 

in the parish gymnasium. Donations of all kinds, including 

clothes, furniture, books, crafts, housewares, knick knacks, 

etc., can be brought to the rectory. 

 FOOD STAMPS WORKSHOP-You may be eligible for 

SNAP and not know it. You can work and have money in the 

bank and still be eligible. Many immigrants are eligible for 

SNAP. Find out if you qualify. This is a bilingual workshop. 

Friday, December 4 at 12:00 noon at Mercy Center,        

377 East 145th Street, Bronx 718-993-2789. 

 CONGRATULATIONS TO THE SPARKILL 

DOMINICANS who last weekend celebrated the official 

opening of the 800th Jubilee of the confirmation of the Order 

of Preachers -- the Dominicans! This celebration will take 

place from November 7, 2015 - January 21, 2017 and 

coincides with the Year of Mercy announced by Pope 

Francis. The happy coincidence of these two Jubilees so dear 

to Dominican history, life and mission will create a special 

and joyous time for all those in the Dominican Family 

worldwide. 

 75TH ANNIVERSARY DVD’S-are available at the 

Bookstore for $10 each. Get yours now; they are going fast. 

We can also mail them to you; just call the rectory at          

718-892-3232 to place your order. 

 ADVENT RETREAT-St. Anthony's Parish is conducting 

an Advent Retreat for men and women ages 18 and older 

from November 27-29. What a wonderful way to begin this 

Blessed season. For more information, call 914-844-2699. 

 THANKSGIVING RAFFLE-

It is time for our annual 

Thanksgiving Raffle. Tickets 

are $1 each or 22 for $20. We 

have eight cash prizes, with the 

top prize being $1,000. Tickets 

will be drawn following the 

1:30 pm Mass on Sunday, 

November 22. Tickets have been mailed or distributed and 

they are now available in the Bookstore or at the Rectory. 

Tickets may be dropped in the collection basket or brought 

to the gift shop. 



 HOLY FAMILY/BLESSED SACRAMENT & ST. JOHN 

VIANNEY-2158 Watson Ave., Bx.-Christmas Flea Market 

after all Masses on Sunday, December 6 from 8AM-4PM. 

Price for table $40. Vendors needed. Call (718) 863-9156 

 MARIAPOLIS LUMINOSA NATIVITY SCENES 

DISPLAY-Visit more than 200 Nativity scenes from every 

continent of the world, on display at Mariapolis Luminosa, 

200 Cardinal Rd., Hyde Park, December 1-30, from 2-5PM. 

For more information, call 845-229-0230 X 127. 

 8 DAY PILRIMAGE TO ROME-Join Cardinal Dolan on 

an 8-day pilgrimage to Rome, April 1-8, 2016, and 

participate in the Papal Mass on the Feast of Divine Mercy. 

Deposit deadline is November 20. For more information and 

a detailed brochure, call 516-605-1551 or E-mail 

peter@petersway.com 

 VATICAN SPLENDORS: A JOURNEY THROUGH 

FAITH AND ART-One of the largest Vatican Collections 

ever to tour the United States is NOW at the Franklin 

Institute in Philadelphia from September 19, 2015-   

February 15, 2016. Regular adult tickets are $35 and Youth 

tickets are $29 but groups of 15 or more receive a $10 

discount per ticket for adults and a $14 per ticket discount 

for youth. If you are interested in seeing this exhibit in a 

group, please contact the Parish Office at 718-892-3232. For 

more information on the exhibit, call 215-448-1387. 

 WORLD YOUTH DAY-The XXXI World Youth Day will 

be held from July 22 to August 2 in Krakow, Poland. It is a 

coming together of young adults from the four corners of the 

world. The youth from New York City are going with Faith 

Journeys. There is an optional pilgrimage to Prague and 

Olomouc from August 2-4. For more information go to: 

http://www.myfaithjourneys.com and use login group 

number 16001. All participants must be 16 or older. 

 ARE YOU A TEEN OR ADULT IN NEED OF 

SACRAMENTS?-If you are a teen or an adult who has not 

yet been baptized or received Holy Communion, First 

Penance, or Confirmation, OR if you are not a Catholic but 

would like to become a member of the Catholic Faith, THEN 

we have the classes for you. It is called the RCIA Program, 

which stands for the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. 

Classes are held in Spanish every Sunday at 10:15 am and in 

English every Sunday at 3 pm. Also, there may also be some 

other days and times that would be available for the 

instruction. If you know you really should be receiving these 

sacraments or becoming a member of the Catholic Faith, 

contact either Fr. Nelson (en Espanyol) or Fr. Richard (in 

English) at 718-892-3232 to get more information. 

 BEREAVEMENT FACILITATOR TRAINING-            

To support our parishes in developing outreach programs to 

the bereaved, the Family Life and Respect Life Office will 

be offering Bereavement Facilitator Training Saturday,  

December 5 at St. Kateri Tekakwitha Parish, Lagrangeville 

from 10am-3pm. If you are interested in this program, 

please contact the parish office at 718-892-3232. 

 DIVORCE MINISTRY FACILITATOR TRAINING-

The Family Life Office is offering a Facilitator Training 

Session to learn how to guide the 12-week Catholic’s 

Divorce Survival Guide course. The Facilitator Training will 

be held on Saturday, December 5 at St. Joseph’s Seminary 

from 10 am - 3 pm. Lunch will be provided and there is   

NO COST for this training. For more information, contact 

Carmen Noschese at 646-794-3194. Remember, St. Helena 

is the patron saint of divorced people. 

 BABY BOTTLE DRIVE FOR LIFE CAMPAIGN-   

Please return your baby bottles by Sunday, November 22. 

Your cash, coin, and checks will support Expectant Mother 

Care Frontline Pregnancy Care Centers. Operating for 30 

years through New York City, Expectant Mother Care 

counsels thousands of distraught expectant moms annually, 

providing free testing, ultrasound, practical and spiritual 

help. Your gift saves lives. For more information, go to 

www.EMCFrontline.org or call 212-213-4690 or write 

them at P.O. Box Bronx, N.Y. 10470. 
 

 

ST. HELENA SCHOOL NEWS 
VARSITY HORSEMEN PULL AWAY IN TIP OFF GAME- 

 The St. Helena varsity Horsemen dashed out to an early 7-0 

lead over St. Ignatius Loyola and never looked back on their 

way to an easy 42-23 victory in the varsity Catholic 

Basketball League tip off game at St. Helena last Tuesday. 

Francisco Mattei put up a game-high 16 points, the only 

player of the game to score in double digits. The Horsemen 

led 23-7 at the half. Mattei scored 8 points in the first 

quarter, including an impressive tip intercept which he then 

dribbled down the court for an easy lay up. He scored a three 

in the second quarter, and Matthew Manning hit a three in 

the final quarter for a total of 8 points. Matthew Rodriguez 

was the only player of the game to score in all four quarters, 

putting 9 points on the boards. Dylan Carrasquillo scored 

twice in the first and once in the third for 5 points, and Neil 

Tayao sank two free throws in the fourth. The Horsemen 

were 10 for 14 from the line. Michael Rice led Loyola with 8 

points, and two players hit threes, Christian Volpe in the first 

and Peter Commisso in the fourth. Loyola was 5 for 14 from 

the line. Congratulations to the Horsemen for a game well 

played.  

Check these out and see the exciting things  

happening here at St. Helena 
 

 Current and former parishioners and alumni have the ability 

to contribute electronically to St. Helena through PARISH 

PAY. There is a link to it on our website. 

 LIKE US ON FACEBOOK-St. Helena has both a 

FACEBOOK page and a website. Please visit and then like 

us on FACEBOOK at:  St. Helena Catholic Church.  

 Our parish website is: www.churchofsthelena.com.  

November 21 – Happy 101st Birthday to Helen Urban. 

 

Please Pray for the Sick of our Parish: 

Grace Balais 

Alberto Medina 

Fr. Agustin Lopez, Sch.P. 

 
Please Pray for the Deceased and their Grieving Families: 

Rebecca Mary Cortez 

Julio Feliciano 

Eileen Mitchell 

Roosevelt Spivey 

Rev. Msgr. Joseph C. Ansaldi 



PARISH ANNUAL REPORT (2014-2015) 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

PARISH INCOME: 
          Regular Sunday Collection               $217,633 
          Holy Day collections         22,444 
          Vigil Light Offerings      17,701 
          Gratuities & Perks         6,936 
          Poor Box, Books and Pamphlets             2,477 
          Book Store         2,505 
          Fundraising       21,082 
         Donations and Bequests  $319,751 
          Religious Education        6,042 
          Investment Income       33,009 
          Restricted Fund Income      50,008 
          Other Revenues       11,982 
TOTAL INCOME   $711,570 
 
PARISH EXPENSES: 
          Clergy Salaries   $171,119 
          Staff Salaries       52,000 
          Office Supplies & Expenses            64,091 
          Religious Education        1,227 
          Utilities        50,587 
          Repairs and Maintenance      72,848 
          Taxes and Insurance      50,232 
          Living Expenses       32,632 
          Diocesan Assesments      37,764 
TOTAL EXPENSES   $532,500 
     Income—Expenses             + $179,070 
 
SCHOOL INCOME 
          Tuition              $1,200,054 
          Fundraising       69,798 
          Grants        27,992 
          Scholarships     126,000 
          Donations        44,994 
          Governmental     128,471 
          Other          8,787 
TOTAL INCOME             $1,606,096 
 
SCHOOL EXPENSES 
          Salaries and Benefits            $1,215,026 
          Office and Clerical Support                   54,767 
          Educational Department Expenses       48,769 
          Utilities                     85,630 
          Repairs and Maintenance      45,237 
          Taxes and Insurance      50,571 
          Fundraising Expenses      20,917 
          School Program Expenses      31,987 
          Membership Fees            930 
TOTAL EXPENSES             $1,553,834 
     Income—Expenses          + $     52,262 

 
PARISH AND SCHOOL FINANCIAL REPORT-I present to 

you our Financial Report for the past year (September 1, 2014 - 

August 31, 2015). This is the report that each pastor is asked to 

submit to the Archdiocese. This report represents your active 

support for our school and parish. Despite the economic 

difficulties experienced by our country and our area, your support 

of St. Helena remains strong. Please note that we were especially 

blessed by some generous bequests this year as well as some nice 

donations for the celebration of the parish's Diamond Jubilee, 

which greatly improved our financial situation. Please accept my 

deepest thanks as this is truly a wonderful testimony of your love 

for St. Helena. 

PARISH MASS ATTENDANCE-St. Helena has 1,100 families 

registered in the parish. Each year, the Archdiocese directs every 

parish to count the number of people who attend Mass on 

Sunday. We did that count two weeks ago, and here are the 

numbers. 

MASS   ATTENDANCE 
 

 5:30 PM VIGIL                78 

 7:30AM                 56 

 9:00AM                 62 

 10:30AM              173 

 12:00PM              370 

 1:30PM    90 

 5PM    71 

TOTAL              900 
 

ANUNCIOS EN ESPANOL 
 

 RCIA: Para jóvenes o adultos que no tienen todos sus 

sacramentos. Clases los domingos de 10.15 a 11.15 am.  

 RIFA DE THANKSGIVING: Se pueden pedir en la 

rectoría o en la librería. $1 cada uno o 22 por $20. Hay ocho 

premios, el mayor será de $1000 y la rifa será el 22 de 

noviembre después de la misa de 1.30 pm. 

 MISAS DE THANKSGIVING: Invitamos a traer comida 

para los pobres en las misas de las 7.30 pm el miércoles 25 y 

a las 8.30 am del jueves 26. La estatua de la Virgen de 

Guadalupe estará presente. El 26 no habrá misa de 12.15 pm.   

 NUESTRA SEÑORA DE LA PROVIDENCIA: El 

domingo 22 se celebrará esta devoción a la Virgen María. 

Habrá un compartir después de la misa de 12.15 pm en el 

gimnasio de la escuela.  

 FAMILIAS CRISTIANAS DE BELEN: Estarán el 

próximo fin de semana en la parroquia ofreciendo artículos 

religiosos de la Tierra Sagrada. Estarán en la parte de atrás 

de la Iglesia.   

 CCD SESION CON LAS FAMILIAS: Hoy después de la 

misa habrá un encuentro en la cafetería con las familias de 

los estudiantes de los miércoles. Por favor, pase por allí! 

 INSTALACIÓN DE LOS MINISTROS 

EXTRAORDINARIOS DE EUCARISTIA: Hoy será la 

ceremonia de instalación de un grupo de hermanas de la 

parroquia que nos ayudarán en este precioso ministerio. 

Oremos por ellas!  

 NUESTRA SEÑORA DE FATIMA: La Legión de María 

patrocina la visita la de Estatua  Peregrina Internacional de 

Nuestra Señora de Fátima a nuestra parroquia el viernes 20 

de noviembre. Habrá una charla a la 1.30 pm. Será venerada 

en forma en las misas de ese día y habrá Rosario y Misa 

bilingüe comenzando a las 7 PM.   

 NUESTRA SEÑORA DE GUADALUPE: La Estatua de la 

Virgen Peregrina de Guadalupe visitará a Sta. Helena desde 

el lunes 23 de noviembre hasta el jueves 26 de noviembre. 

Será venerada en todas las misas y en nuestra gruta de la 

Virgen. Espere más información! 

 LECTORES PARA LA MISA DOMINICAL DE 12 PM. 

Estamos a punto de comenzar un programa de preparación 

para lectores en Español. Anímate a servir a la comunidad! 

Informes con el P. Nelson en la Rectoría, 718-892-3232. 

 MERCADO DE LAS PULGAS DE NAVIDAD: 29 de 

noviembre de 9 am a 2 pm. Se reciben donaciones en la 

Rectoría. Se realizará en el gimnasio de la escuela.  

 RETIRO DE ADVIENTO: Hombres y mujeres. Parroquia 

St. Anthony. Noviembre 27-29. Informes: 914-844-2699. 



BUEN DIA, HERMANOS:         
Recordemos que la Iglesia Católica tiene un ciclo de lecturas que 

es para los días entre semana y otro ciclo para los domingos. O 

sea, cuando vienes a misa entre semana se están siguiendo las 

lecturas de un ciclo específico y cuando vienes a misa los 

domingos se siguen las lecturas de otro ciclo. Posteriormente 

haré una explicación más detallada de esto. Como se han venido 

dando cuenta, en estas columnas he estado dando pequeñas 

catequesis sobre las lecturas que encontramos en los días entre 

semana. Hay personas que vienen a misa entre semana, pero una 

gran mayoría participan de la misa el domingo, que es el día en el 

cual se reúne la comunidad cristiana para compartir el día del 

Señor. Tengo dos grandes propósitos con estas catequesis sobre 

las lecturas de los días entre semana: uno, que nos sirvan para 

darnos cuenta de lo que sucede en el otro ciclo, sobre cuáles 

libros de la Biblia se está reflexionando y cuáles son los temas 

esenciales que se están tratando. El otro propósito es que estas 

reflexiones nos ayuden, uniéndolas a las reflexiones de las 

lecturas de los domingos, a ser aplicadas a la vida diaria. Es 

importante hacer una “conexión permanente” entre la Palabra de 

Dios y nuestra vida diaria, porque ellas están íntimamente 

ligadas. No podemos separar la Palabra de Dios de nuestra vida, 

no debemos ir a misa como un compromiso que ‘debemos’ 

cumplir, para después salir y seguir viviendo lo mismo de antes. 

No, eso nada tiene que ver con el discipulado. La razón principal 

del ser de la Iglesia es que el Pueblo de Dios conozca la Palabra 

del Dios de la vida. Esa Palabra, si le damos espacio en nuestra 

mente y en nuestro corazón, verdaderamente trasforma nuestras 

vidas, nos lleva por el “camino de perfección” que el Señor 

quiere para nosotros. El camino de perfección no significa que 

seamos perfectos ‘aquí’, y ser perfectos no significa que no 

cometemos errores o que somos mejores que los demás. Nada de 

eso tiene nada que ver con la perfección a la cual el Señor nos 

invita: su perfección es la del amor, la de “vine a servir y no a ser 

servido”, la de “entregar la vida para que otros tengan vida”. Ese 

es el tipo de perfección que el Señor quiere para cada uno de 

nosotros como discípulos y para todos nosotros como comunidad. 

En otras palabras la perfección a la que el Señor nos llama está 

muy vinculada al término ‘misericordia’, término del cual 

estaremos hablando bastante en las próximas semanas. 

Pues bien, se ha terminado el ciclo de la carta de San Pablo a los 

Romanos. Bastantes y bellas enseñanzas nos ha dejado en esta, 

que es su carta más larga. El termina diciéndonos en la carta que 

debemos aprender a ser tolerantes unos con otros y no intentar 

imponer nuestra opinión. Es cierto, en muchas comunidades 

(familia, trabajo, parroquia, etc) el problema de las tensiones y 

divisiones surgen cuando unos quieren imponer sus ideas a otros, 

especialmente ‘los fuertes’ a los más débiles. Allí se pone en 

peligro la unidad y la convivencia de la comunidad. Hay que 

tener mayor apertura de corazón, debemos respetar la conducta 

de los demás aunque sea diferente a la nuestra. No se trata de 

hacer cada cual lo que quiere, pero la mayoría de los problemas 

se inician por cosas pequeñas que no deberían ser causa de 

división. El problema es que con estas divisiones no damos buen 

testimonio de hermanos y muchos que desean conocer la Palabra 

de Dios y pertenecer a una comunidad, se retiran porque no 

encuentran en la Iglesia la comunidad que andan buscando. Si 

somos discípulos del Señor, debemos dar testimonio de ello. 

Esta semana hemos comenzado a leer el libro de la Sabiduría, es 

muy bello porque nos habla de la sabiduría de Dios y cómo esa 

sabiduría es un don que se nos da, pero que sólo la pueden llegar 

a poseer “los de corazón sencillo”, los que no desconfían, los que 

“la buscan con todo el corazón”. Hablaré de ella la próxima 

semana. Bendiciones.           P. Nelson 
 

Mass Intentions 
SUNDAY, Nov. 15, 2015-Thirty-Third Sunday in  Ordinary Time 
 7:30 For Our Country’s Safety 
 9:00 Intentions of Limardo 
  Karen and Nalany Emerson 
 10:30 Sara Echevarria 
 12:00 Brandon Ortero 
  St. Martin de Tours 
  Our Parishioners 
 1:30 Jim Burke 
 5:00 In Thanksgiving for Favors 

MONDAY, Nov. 16, 2015-Feast of St. Gertrude the Great 
   and St. Margaret of Scotland 
 6:50 Greco Family 
 8:30 Fortunata Pizzo 
 12:15 For Blessings and Thanksgiving on the  
  30th Anniversary of Holy Ordination of  
  Fr. David Powers, Sch.P. and for Joseph  
  and Catherine and his Family 
TUESDAY, Nov. 17, 2015-Feast of St. Elizabeth of Hungary  
 6:50 In Thanksgiving for Favors 
 8:30 Evan Wm. Morin 
 12:15 James J. McGowan 
WEDNESDAY, Nov. 18, 2015-Feast of St. Rose Philippine Duchesne 
   and the Dedication of the Basilicas of 
   Sts. Peter and Paul 
 6:50 Alessandra Mia Savino (Intentions) 
 8:30 Intentions and Blessings on your 70th Birthday 
  Brother Paul Brandt, F.S.D. and  
  RIP Agnes and Henry 
 12:15 Liam Patrick, Mary, William Patrick and  
  for All the Poor Holy Souls in Purgatory 
 7:30 Cuconato Family 
  Brandon Chavarria 
  Clotilde Gonzalez, Alejandro Gonzalez,  
  Christina Calarza, Sergio Gonzalez, 
  Mercedes Bravo, Luis Paulino Segarra, 
  Angela Soriano de Segarra, Javier Balladares 
THURSDAY, Nov. 19, 2015-Feast of St. Agnes of Assisi 
 6:50 Scarpelli Family 
 8:30 Divine Justice for Crimes Committed   
  Against Women and Children in Africa 
 12:15 Tri-Monthly Memorial Mass 
FRIDAY, November 20, 2015-Feast of St. Edmund Rich 
 6:50 Agatina Lanzilli 
 8:30 Bridget and Pat Joe Early 
 12:15 Minga 
SATURDAY, Nov. 21, 2015-Feast of The Presentation of Mary 
 6:50 All Souls 
 8:30 Msgr. Arthur J. Scanlan 
 12:15 In Thanksgiving for Favors 
 5:30 Huldah Gordon with Ethel Dufur Dixon 
SUNDAY, Nov. 22, 2015-Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 
 7:30 All Souls 
 9:00 Edward Pitta 
 10:30 Intentions of the Belvisruiz Community Center  
  Dental Dept. Staff 
 12:00 Misa de la Providencia 
  Acción de Gracia al Espiritu Santo por  
  Loiuse Bosolete 
  Our Parishioners 
 1:30 Evan Wm. Morin (Anniversary-Death) 
 5:00 Joanne Savino’s Intentions 
 

Readings for the Week of November 15, 2015 
Sunday: Dn 12:1-3/Heb 10:11-14, 18/Mk 13:24-32 

Monday: 1 Mc 1:10-15, 41-43, 54-57, 62-63/Lk 18:35-43 

Tuesday: 2 Mc 6:18-31/Lk 19:1-10 

Wednesday: 2 Mc 7:1, 20-31/Lk 19:11-28 

Thursday: 1 Mc 2:15-29/Lk 19:41-44 

Friday: 1 Mc 4:36-37, 52-59/Lk 19:45-48 

Saturday: 1 Mc 6:1-13/Lk 20:27-40 

Next Sunday: Dn 7:13-14/Rv 1:5-8/Jn 18:33b-37 


