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A WORD FROM THE PASTOR: 
 

EASTER FORGIVENESS 

It seems that every Easter we focus on Jesus Rising from the 
Tomb. So this Easter, during the Extraordinary Year of Divine 
Mercy, let us focus our attention on an often overlooked portion of 
the Easter Story. Let’s take a closer look at St. Dismas, the “Good” 
Thief. 

When Jesus was being crucified, two thieves were being crucified 
with Him at the same time. A conversation takes place between 
one of the thieves and Jesus 
which ends in the thief saying 
to our Lord: “Jesus, remember 
me when you come into your 
kingdom.” To which Jesus 
answered him: “Truly I tell 
you, today you will be with me 
in paradise.” 

At first it seems like a very 
simple and quick repeat of so 
many Jesus related biblical 
events: human meets Jesus; 
human is humbled by Jesus; 
Jesus loves human; Jesus 
saves human. Except this event only takes up two sentences. But 
when you dig deeper, there is a message in it that needs to be 
shared. First, let us realize that the crucifixion of Jesus is THE 
single most important event in the relationship between God and 
humanity. It’s the moment the Son of God is put to death so we 
may live. So, why share it with a thief? Or two? However, once we 
realize who the thief is, it actually makes perfect sense. 

So, who is the thief on the cross next to Jesus? The thief on the 
cross is YOU and ME. He is everyone you don’t like, for whatever 
reason. He is the person who cut you off in traffic, and you cursed 
them out; he is the family member who ruins family get-togethers 
by drinking too much and becoming belligerent; and he is the 
parent who mistreated you, beat you up, or deserted you. The thief 
on the cross is the grossly overweight person you stared at when 
they made their third round trip to the buffet tables, and he is the 
super skinny girl who wears a size 000 and who obviously has an 
eating disorder. The thief on the cross is the politician you don’t 
agree with, the talk show host you despise, the real estate agent 
who ripped you off, the boss you know is always wrong, the rock 
star who dresses too this or that, the woman who is having an 
affair with your husband, the bully at school, and all the people 
who go to the wrong church. The thief on the cross is all of your 
least favorite people in the world, everyone you argue with, 
everyone you judge, everyone you judge worthy of death. The 
thief on the cross is everyone you hate. 

And you know what else? The thief on the cross is also everyone 
you DO like as well. Not only do we humans judge people down, 
we also judge people up. You prefer to hang out with this person 
instead of that one; you prefer this parent over the other one; you 
like this child better than that one, and this cousin is your favorite 
cousin. You choose this person to be your spouse instead of 
someone else; you gave that homeless person money but not the 
other; you like this preacher better than any other, and you prefer 
this president over that one. The thief on the cross is your son, 
your daughter, your mother, your father, your best friend, your 
favorite teacher, and your favorite singer or actor. The thief on the 
cross is all of your favorite people in the world, everyone you laugh 
with and everyone you are grateful for. The thief on the cross is 
everyone you love. 

The reality is that the thief on the cross is you. The thief on the 
cross is all of humanity. Jesus and you are on the cross together. 
This single act teaches us all about Sacrifice and Salvation, all 

about Love and Forgiveness, and When Jesus rose from the 
tomb, that proved it all to us. Jesus paid the ultimate price. He did 
all the work for us, but what is it that we must do? I think the story 
of the thief on the cross is a powerful story that really depicts our 
lives and what we must do in order to receive the eternal gift: 
FORGIVENESS! 

Some people think or even say, “God could never forgive me of 
my sins. Look at what I’ve done. Look at how many times I’ve 
blown it in life.” Whenever I hear this from people I am always 
reminded of the thief on the cross. Here was a man that was being 
executed for something that was obviously serious enough to be 
put to death for, yet we read that Jesus tells him that he will soon 
be in paradise with Him, in other words, Heaven. He tells the thief 
that he accepts him. 

But in our society today we seem to forget or maybe not 
understand the process in order to receive Jesus. Have we 
forgotten about Moses the murderer? And David the adulterer and 
murderer? And Zaccaheus, the greedy cheat? And Saul of Tarsus, 
the people-abuser and murderer? And what about the story of the 
prodigal son who wasted his money and life in wild living? DID 
NOT GOD FORGIVE ALL OF THEM? We must never think that 
our sins are greater than God’s love. THERE IS NOTHING 
GREATER THAN GOD’S LOVE! The Scriptures tells us that Jesus 
died for us not after we stopped our sins but while we were still 
sinners. Just like when we are physically sick, we go to a doctor to 
get healed. As sick sinners, Jesus is our physician, and He came 
to care for us. 

Forgiveness in Jesus Christ is a gracious gift from an all-loving 
God. Each of us needs to accept that forgiveness. Believe in 
Jesus and Trust what Christ did on the cross. Surrender to Him, 
Follow Him and Accept Him. But have you ever noticed that in 
order to receive forgiveness one must ask for it first? 

Contrary to popular belief, Jesus will not take you into Heaven with 
Him just because you are a good person that is compassionate, 
goes to church, reads your Bible, and even prays. Going to 
Heaven isn’t an automatic deal just because of what we do. But 
maybe some of us have no idea how to ask for forgiveness. With 
another person it is easy, you can just go to them and ask for their 
forgiveness and say “I'm sorry” to them. It's just the same with 
God, he wants to forgive us, but he will not force it upon you, He 
waits for you to ask, and He has given us help, the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation. When you ask for forgiveness it shows your heart 
is open and that it is genuine and ready to move forward. 

God wants true repentance on our part. If we are not really sorry 
then we will probably not try to do right in the future. Celebrating 
the Sacrament and asking for forgiveness involves a conscious 
decision to follow him and truly repent of all that is not pleasing to 
God. None of us are perfect, and yes we do fall from time to time, 
but asking God for His forgiveness with a true heart and simple 
love for him is a good start. Then, we will find it so much easier to 
forgive anyone who has hurt or sinned against us. 

Today is Easter Sunday and this is a day that I pray God will burn 
into your memories forever. Have no doubt as to who Jesus is 
because when He rose from the grave, He proved to the world that 
He is the one and Only Son of God, and your faith is and always 
will be justified; you serve a Risen Savior that has promised us 
eternity in Heaven if we accept the Love, Forgiveness, and 
Sacrifice that ONLY He offers. Our patron saint, St. Helena, 
searched for the true cross in her golden years, and when she 
found it, as well as the crosses of the two thieves, she found so 
much more than she expected. She found forgiveness for her sins 
and the strength to forgive all of those who had hurt or sinned 
against her. More than just the remains of a wooden cross,         
St. Helena discovered that God never tires of forgiving us, so let 
us never tire of forgiving others and asking God for His 

forgiveness.  A Blessed Easter to Everyone.        Fr. David 
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All About the Easter Lily 
Lilium longiflorum, often called the Easter lily, is a plant endemic to 
the Ryukyu Islands off the coast of Japan. It is a stem rooting lily, 
growing up to 3 feet high. From April to June, the plant’s normal 
flowering season, it bears a number of trumpet shaped, white, 
fragrant, and outward facing flowers. 

It has irregular blooming periods in nature, and this is exploited in 
cultivation, allowing it to be forced for 
flowering at particular periods, such as 
Easter. This variety is sometimes called 
the Bermuda lily because it has been 
much cultivated in Bermuda. From the 
1890s to the early 1920s, there was a 
thriving export trade of bulbs from 
Bermuda to New York, but this ended 
when a disease almost wiped out the lily 
crop, and the USDA started distributing 
disease-free plant materials and seeds. 
Prior to the USDA's effort, lily bulbs in 
general were largely imported from 
Japan before the 1940s. The supply of 
bulbs was suddenly cut off after the attack on Pearl Harbor and 
Easter lilies became extremely valuable in the United States. 
Currently, ninety-five percent of all Easter lily bulbs used in the 
United States and Canada are grown on coastal bottom lands in 
northwestern California and southwestern Oregon 

Lilium longiflorum is known as the Easter lily because in 
Christianity, it is a symbol of the Resurrection of Christ, which is 
celebrated at Eastertide. The lily has always been highly regarded 
in the Church, as Jesus Himself referenced the flower, saying 
"Consider the lilies how they grow: they toil not, they spin not; and 
yet I say unto you, that Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed 
like one of these” (Luke 12:27). Moreover, according to pious 
legend, “after Jesus’ death and resurrection, some of these 
beautiful flowers were found growing in the Garden of 
Gethsemane, where Jesus went to pray the night before His 
crucifixion. Legend has it that these flowers sprung up where 
drops of Jesus' sweat fell as he prayed". Many Christian churches 
are adorned with the Easter lily during the Paschal season. 

After Easter, lilies can be planted outside, and if properly mulched 
will grow back year after year. 
 

Fun Facts About Easter 

The customary act of painting eggs is known as Pysanka. 

Just like Passover which is dependent on the phases of the 
moon and has different dates each year, Easter is also a 
movable feast, one which always falls between March 22nd 
and April 25th. 

The first Easter basket was given the appearance of a 
bird's nest. 

Chocolate eggs, the most popular Easter candy were made 
for the first time in Europe, in the 19th century, and they 
remain one of the favorite Easter treats. 

Easter is a top-selling confectionery holiday in the west, 
second only to Halloween. 

On Easter, 76% people bite off the chocolate bunny ears 
first, while 5% bite the feet first and 4% eat the tail first. 

The custom of giving eggs at Easter dates back to the time 
of the Egyptians, Persians, Gauls, Greeks and Romans. 

As per the Guinness Book of World Records, the largest 
edible Easter egg, was just over 25-ft high and was made in 
2005 of chocolate and marshmallow. by Chocolaterie 
Guylian. Weighing 8,968 lbs., the egg was supported by an 

internal steel frame. The largest Pysanka was made in 
2007 and is in Vegreville, Canada and is 25.7 feet long and 
18.3 feet wide. 

Every year on Easter, the Pope gives his "Urbi et 
Orbi" (papal address) to the world. 

Easter is known by different names across the world. Some 
of them are: English - Easter, French - Paques, Spanish - 
Pascua, Italian - Pasqua, Albanian - Pashke, German - 
Ostern, Greek - Pascha, Norway - Paaske, Holland - Pasen 
and Swedish - Pask. 

Except for English and German, the name of 'Easter' has 
been derived from Pesach, the Hebrew name of Passover 
festival. 

The English name “Easter” is derived from Eastre, an Anglo
-Saxon goddess. The symbols of the goddess were the 
hare and the egg. 

Since ancient times, the egg has been regarded as a 
symbol of rebirth in most cultures. Ostrich eggs were 
decorated in Africa 60,000 years ago. 

Eggs, bonfires & candles, lilies, crosses, palms, bunnies 
and lambs are the most popular symbols of Easter. 

The Egyptians were initially the ones who exchanged eggs. 
It was later that the tradition was passed down to early 
Christians to symbolize the resurrection of Christ 

For Americans, Easter is the second most important candy-
eating occasion of the year, after Halloween. Americans 
spend $2 billion on Easter candy each year. Red jellybeans 
are the most favorite food stuff for kids on Easter, and 
cherry is the most popular flavor, and most young children 
eat their jellybeans one at a time. 

In the mid-20th century, it used to take as much as 27 
hours to make a marshmallow peep. Today, the time has 
been reduced to six minutes.600 million are sold each year. 

Hot cross buns, made by European monks, are counted 
amongst the earliest Easter treats. They were given to the 
poor people, during the month of Lent. 

 

St. Joseph of Arimathea - also March 17 

St. Patrick dominates March 17, but that date is also the Feast 
Day of another saint closely associated with Jesus. Joseph of 
Arimathea was also known as Joseph de Marmore as he lived in 
Marmorica in Egypt before he moved to Arimathea, a city of 
Judea. There is speculation that Joseph of Arimathea, or Joseph of 
Glastonbury as he later became known, was the uncle of Mary, 

the mother of Jesus. This relationship to Mary made him a Great 
Uncle of Jesus. From this, we may presume that he was an elderly 
man at the time of the crucifixion. We have few verifiable details 
about Joseph except that he was quite wealthy. Some claim that 
Joseph of Arimathea was a merchant in metals and took young 
Jesus with him on his business trips to England, India, and even 
to South America. It is a well documented fact that Britain led the 
world at this time with its tin mining. Joseph of Arimathea was 
referred to by the Romans as 'Nobilis Decurio' or Minister of Mines 
to the Roman Government. 

Joseph of Arimathea was not one of the original 12 apostles, but 
he was a disciple of Jesus and was an important man in his own 
right. He is mentioned in all four gospels as well as the second 
century Acts of Pilate. He was a high counselor and a voting 
member of the Sanhedrin which officially wanted Jesus 
condemned to death. We may speculate that he had not 
consented to, or agreed with, the decision to push Pontius Pilate 
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to impose the death penalty upon Jesus. In spite of his 
relationship with Jesus, his loyalty to Him was largely kept secret. 
Jesus was obviously unpopular with the elders of the church, and 
to outwardly support Him did not bring favor in their eyes. 

Even though Joseph of Arimathea had attempted to keep his 
relationship with Jesus a secret, he boldly went to Pilate and 
asked for the body of Jesus to be placed in his trust. This is 
significant in and of itself. Joseph of Arimathea, not Mary, Jesus' 
mother, not Mary Magdalene, or any of the apostles were 
entrusted with the act of taking Jesus down from the cross. Most 
of the apostles had fled anyway. Joseph took the body and put it 
in his own tomb. According to various historical sources, Joseph's 
actions provoked both the Roman and Jewish elders and he 
eventually did spend time in prison for his support of Jesus. 

Other historical sources report that Joseph of Arimathea went on 
a preaching mission to Gaul with the apostle Phillip, Mary 
Magdalene, Lazarus, and others sometime between 37 and 63 
A.D. At Marseilles, Lazarus and Mary parted company with the 
main group who continued on further up North. When Joseph's 
party reached the English Channel, Phillip sent Joseph with 12 
disciples to the furthest corner of the Roman Empire, the Island 
of the Britons. Legend has it that Joseph sailed around Land's 
End at the southern tip of England with the intent of catching up 
with old business acquaintances in the lead and tin mines. They 
ran aground in the Glastonbury marshes. Once again, it is 
reported that after climbing a nearby hill to survey the 
countryside, they were exhausted and Joseph thrust into the 
ground a staff made from the 'Holy Crown of Thorns' worn by 
Christ. He announced that he and his traveling companions were 
all weary. It is legendry that the thorn staff immediately took root 
and the thorn bush can still be seen today on 'Wearyall Hill.' 

Joseph built a church (Vetusta Ecclesia) of mud and wattle on the 
site and decreed that 12 monks should always reside in that most 
sacred place. It is interesting to note that a spirited shrub which 
grows near the now ruined Abbey is of the same type that grows 
in the Eastern Mediterranean and flowers only twice a year - 
Christmas time and Easter. 

It is also claimed that Joseph collected some of the blood and 
sweat of Christ after His side was pierced as He hung on the 
cross. The chalice or cup which Joseph used to collect the fluids is 
reported to be the same one used during the last supper. Joseph 
took the cup with him on his voyage to England and is said to 
have hidden it on the site at Glastonbury, at the bottom of a deep 
well, called the 'Chalice Well', or the 'Blood Well.' The well is a 
rather curious place, 25 thousand gallons of red-tinted water pass 
through the well area each day. The red tint is caused by high 
iron content in the water. 

Two Josephs took care of our Lord, one at his birth and another 
at his death. St. Joseph of Arimathea is the patron saint of funeral 
directors. 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
50/50 DRAWING: The March 20 winners are:No. 129 & No. 276 @ $32 

 FAMILY SESSION-The next English Family Session will 

be held April 17 after the 10:30AM Mass. 

 FIRST COMMUNION SESSION-The next English First 

Communion Session will take place on April 3 after the 

10:30AM Mass.  

 SPANISH FAMILY SESSION and SPANISH FIRST 

COMMUNION SESSION will be held on April 10 after  

the Noon Mass. 

 CONFIRMATION CLASS-The next session for               

St. Helena School 7th Graders will take place on 

Tuesday, April 5 after  school. For  more information, call 

Fr. Richard at 718-892-3232. 

 CCD CLASS resumes April 6 at 3:45PM. 

 BAPTISM PREPARATION CLASS-will be held a week 

later due to Easter. It will be held on Thursday, March 31 at 

7pm in the church. Register  for  the class at the rectory 

and bring a copy of the child's birth certificate to the class.  

 ADULT CHOIR PRACTICE has been changed. It is now 

held every Friday at 7PM in the choir loft. Please attend. We 

are preparing for Easter. 

 ENGLISH BIBLE STUDY COURSE-Our second 

semester English Bible Study is called THE BIBLE 

TIMELINE. It is a 24-week course that surveys the 

highlights of the Bible story. The course meets every 

Tuesday from 7:30 pm to 9 pm. Our  next class is 

Tuesday, March 29, and we will study Samuel. 

 SEDER SUPPER-Over 80 people turned out on Tuesday 

for the annual Parish Seder Supper, which was done in a 

manner similar to how it would have been done in Jerusalem 

at the time of Jesus. The roast lamb was delicious, and we 

thank everyone who helped prepare this wonderful, historical 

celebration. 

 SPRING SPANISH CHARISMATIC RETREAT-         

St. Helena's was the host of the annual Spanish Charismatic 

Retreat. Over 125 people attended the special Lenten retreat 

that was held in the gymnasium on St. Joseph's Day. Thank 

you to everyone who worked so hard to put the retreat 

together and who helped make it such a success. 

 THANK YOU TO ALL OF THE PEOPLE who made 

the Parish Spanish Lenten Mission and the Spring Spanish 

Charismatic Retreat and the Dinner and a Show showing of 

The Passion of the Christ such a great success. The 

Charismatic Retreat took in $500, and the Passion of the 

Christ took in $810, and the Lenten Mission took in about 

$450. It took a lot of hard work for these events, and we are 

very appreciative of everyone's dedication to St. Helena. 

 MOTHER TERESA OF CALCUTTA will be made a 

saint on Sept. 4. Pope Francis made the announcement on 

Tuesday. Approval from the pontiff marks the definitive 

stage in the path to sainthood for the Albanian nun, who 

became reputed globally for her charity work in India. 

Mother Teresa’s canonization will come almost exactly 19 

years after her death on Sept. 5, 1997, a relatively speedy 

sainthood for the Catholic Church. 

 FLEA MARKET-The next Flea Market will be held on 

Sun., April 17 from 10AM-3PM in the Family Center . 

 FORMER ST. HELENA’S PRINCIPAL TO BE 

HONORED-Mrs. Angela Deegan, who was principal at    

St. Helena from 1984-1997, will be honored for her 

OFFERING ENVELOPES 
 

Sunday, March 20, 2016                              $5,968.42 
 

Our weekly budget, (Nuestro presupuesto semanal es) $4,231.00 
 

Thank you to everyone for your generosity and for your support and 

for all that you do for St. Helena’s Parish. There were 1,700 people 

at Mass last week. You are always welcome here at St. Helena. Your 

support means a lot, and together, we are making a difference. 

Gracias a todos por su generosidad y por todo lo que hacen por esta 

Iglesia de St. Helena. 



contributions in the field of education by the Forum for 

Italian-American Educators on Friday, April 15 at Villa 

Barone Manor. After St. Helena’s, Mrs. Deegan became the 

principal of St. Francis Xavier School in Morris Park. 

 BRONX TOWN HALL MEETING-Scott M. Stringer, 

NYC Comptroller, invites you to a Town Hall meeting on 

Thursday, March 31. 7PM-9PM. Doors open 6:30PM. 

Learn what the comptroller’s office can do for you. For more 

info please call 212-669-3916 or email 

action@comptroller.nyc.gov. 

 BIG TICKET RAFFLE ITEMS NEEDED-Are you 

looking for a tax break as well as a way to support              

St. Helena's, then consider donating a big ticket item to our 

Community "Fun" Day Raffle. This year, our parish "Fun" 

Day will take place on Saturday, June 25, and the raffle is 

the major parish fundraiser of the event. If you have a big 

ticket item you would like to donate for that raffle, please 

contact the rectory at 718-892-3232 as soon as possible. 

Thank you for your support.  

 50th WEDDING ANNIVERSARY-Couples celebrating 

their 50th Wedding Anniversary anytime during 2016 are 

invited to attend the Annual Golden Wedding Jubilee Mass 

with Cardinal Dolan at the Cathedral of St. Patrick, Saturday, 

June 25th at 1:30 pm or Sunday, June 26th at 2:00 pm. Pre-

registration is required. Please contact your parish for 

registration. The closing date to register for the Mass is 

Tuesday, May 24th, 2016. This event is sponsored by the 

Family Life Respect Life Office of the Archdiocese of NY. 

 PARISH WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES-Anyone who is 

celebrating their 25th, 30th, 40th, 45th, 50th, 55th and higher 

wedding anniversary are invited to participate in our Parish 

Anniversary Celebration on May 22 at both the 10:30AM 

(English) and Noon (Spanish) Masses. Please contact the 

Parish Office and let us know which special anniversary you 

are celebrating. 

 FACILITATOR TRAINING for Potential Leaders of the 

DIVORCE SURVIVAL GUIDE-St. Helena is the Patron 

Saint of the Divorced, and it would be appropriate to have a 

ministry to the divorced and separated here at the parish. 

Facilitator training will take place on Saturday, April 23 

from 1:30 - 4:30 PM at St. Barnabas (Considine Center ) 

Bronx, NY. If you are interested in this training, contact the 

parish office at 718-892-3232.  

 PILGRIMAGE OF NY 2016 YEAR OF MERCY-The top 

of Manhattan to the bottom of Manhattan! We will be walking 

the length of Manhattan, visiting churches in honor of the 

Year of Mercy! We will visit two churches named after two 

saints who are examples of God's Mercy: Saints Peter and 

Paul. Plus we will visit two churches that have designated 

Holy Doors for this jubilee year: St Frances Xavier Cabrini 

Shrine and St Patrick's Cathedral. This walk is a total of 13.5 

total miles! Saturday, April 16, 2016 (Rain date: Saturday, 

September 17, 2016) 9:00 A.M-Opening Prayers at The 

Shrine of St. Frances Xavier Cabrini, 701 Fort Washington 

Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10040. 6:15 P.M-Pilgrims' Mass at 

The Shrine of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, 7 State Street, New 

York, N.Y. 10004. You must register in advance at 

www.pofnvc.org in order to participate in this event. 

 

 MASS INTENTIONS-for both 2016 and 2017 are still 

available. Contact the Rectory for available dates and times. 

What a wonderful way to honor a departed loved one by 

having a Mass offered for their intentions. 

 OUR LADY OF MT. CARMEL-Catholic Pilgrimage to 

Fatima/Lourdes and Paris, September  12-22, 2016. Daily 

Mass, Breakfast and Dinner Daily. Air from NY JFK.       

For more information call Cathie or Mike Milano at                     

1-800-773-2660. 

 ADORATION CHAPEL-Holy Cross Parish, 620 Thieriot 

Avenue, has a new Adoration Chapel, which is open 

Monday-Friday from 10AM - 9PM..  

 A COURSE IN QUANTUM FORGIVENESS-No classes 

during Holy Week. Classes will resume April 3. Rogier  F. 

van Vlissingen is teaching a 13-week class in Quantum 

Forgiveness every Sunday at St. Helena’s from 3 to 4:30 PM 

in the Family Life Center For more information, call         

917-549-0959. A suggested donation is $7/session. 

 BRONX CANCER SURVIVOR PROGRAM SEEKS 

VOLUNTEERS to become a BOLD Buddy, people who 

provide treatment companionship, clinic visits, and phone 

support to newly diagnosed cancer patients or who reach out 

to women with abnormal breast findings. For more 

information, call 718-430-4044.  

 CHILD NUTRITION JOB AVAILABLE-Do you have 

extensive experience in the field of Child Nutrition? There is 

a job available in this field now open in the Archdiocese of 

New York. Contact the parish office for more details. 
 CATHOLIC INTERNET RADIO-Oremus 

Communications offers daily at 12:05PM Our Lady of 

Fatima Novena and Family Rosary Program among other 

programs. Log on to: www.oremuscomms.com and click on 

Listen Live. 

 NURSING HOME VOLUNTEER NEEDED-A nearby 

nursing home needs a volunteer to help with patient care and 

assistance. For more information, call Janet at                   

917-420-4357. 

 GROUND FLOOR APARTMENT AVAILABLE-In the 

Soundview area, six spacious rooms. Call the rectory at    

718-892-3232 for more information.  

 THE YOUNG MESSIAH-Creative and Faithful much like 

the movie Risen which hit theaters last month, The Y oung 

Messiah, which opened on March 11, finds a clever way to 

spread the good news: through fiction that tells a separate 

story from the Gospels without losing the truth in them. The 

movie is a work of fiction. A few episodes are similar to 

childhood stories of Jesus as shown in apocryphal books, but 

they do not portray anything contradictory to the Christ of 

the Gospels. 

The story is based on Anne Rice’ 2005 Novel Christ the 

Lord: Out of Egypt. It takes place in Christ’s “hidden” 

Please Pray for the Sick of our Parish 

Valeria Reid, Joanne Frances Bernadette Sanabria, Jonah Hortaleza, 

Lucy Cannavacciuolo, Joan Ricci, Sylvia Carballo,  

Ruben Mercado, Mike Adorno, Joyce Hoyt, Silverio Guzmann, 

Carmelle and Nicole Antoine, Sr. Marie Murphy, Catherine Holden, 

Eustaguia Mejias, Maria Gonzalez, Indrowdi Sadu, Rosa Pena 

 
Please Pray for the Deceased and their Grieving Families: 

Maria Gonzalez Ballesteros, Carmine Sarno, Paola Vives,  

Mariana Napolitano, Myrta Judith Tarrion, Conrad Bayne 



childhood, when Jesus was seven. Beginning in Egypt, it 

follows The Holy Family back to Nazareth, and (like the 

Gospels) has its climax in Jerusalem. It contains plenty of 

fictional or heavily fictionalized characters, who fill the roles 

needed without seeming like tropes. The fictional conflict 

stems from Herod Antipas, who inherited some of his 

father’s paranoia. 

The film is rated PG-13, due to scenes of violence, and one 

displaying the aftereffects of crucifixions. So it is not for 

younger children; despite the age of Christ, don’t take your 

little ones. Those mature enough to understand the violence 

in Roman-occupied Israel in the first decade A.D. will enjoy 

it, as will their parents. I highly recommend this movie for 

teens and adults alike. 

ST. HELENA SCHOOL NEWS 
 St. Helena Grad is Warrior of the Day: Daniel 

Rodriguez, a U.S. Navy Petty Officer, a 2006 graduate of   

St. Helena School, and a 2010 graduate of Monsignor 

Scanlan High School, is serving aboard the USS Harry 

Truman aircraft carrier. He was recognized earlier this 

month as the ship’s Warrior of the Day. Each recipient is 

selected from more than 2,000 sailors assigned, and 

Rodriguez was recognized by the ship’s commander who 

said of him, “His commendable hard work and dedication set 

the standard for his peers, earning him recognition as 

Warrior of the Day.” 

 Box Tops for Education. Please continue to save your  

Box Tops for Education. Box tops 

can be found on the following 

products:  Betty Crocker, Nestle Juicy 

Juice, Green Giant, Pillsbury, Land-o-

Lakes, Yoplait, Nature Valley, 

Kleenex, Scott, Hefty, General Mills 

Cereal, Ziploc, Progresso. Please see the website for more 

qualifying products. Just drop them in the collection basket. 

www.boxtops4education.  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

ANUNCIOS EN ESPANOL 
 GRACIAS a todos los que hicieron posible la 

preparación de la Misión de Cuaresma, el Retiro Carismático 

de Cuaresma y la presentación de la película La Pasión de 

Cristo. La Misión de Cuaresma tuvo una colecta de $450, el 

Retiro Carismático dio a la Iglesia $500 y la película de 

La Pasión de Cristo r ecaudó $810. Gracias a todos por  su 

participación y deseos de hacer de Santa Helena una mejor 

comunidad. 

 MISA DE SANACIÓN: El próximo miércoles, o sea 

entre el domingo de Pascua y el de la Divina Misericordia, 

tendremos misa de sanación. Están todos invitados. 

 FIESTA DE LA DIVINA MISERICORDIA: El domingo 

3 de abril después de la misa, se celebrará en el gimnasio una 

fiesta en honor de la Divina Misericordia. Habrá comida y 

compartir. Este evento es organizado por el grupo de la 

Divina Misericordia. Si deseas colaborar con algo puedes 

contactar a Fátima Cabrera. Te esperamos!!! 

 VIAJE AL SANTUARIO DE LA DIVINA 

MISERICORDIA: Se invita a todos aquellos que van a 

viajar al santuario a bajar a la cafetería después de la misa 

del 27 de marzo. Allí habrá una pequeña reunión en donde se 

darán instrucciones con respecto al viaje. 

BUEN DIA, HERMANOS: 
 

FELIZ PASCUA PARA TODOS!!! Hemos, durante este 

tiempo de Cuaresma, hecho un camino hasta la cima de la 

montaña. La Pascua es la cima de la montaña porque hacia allí es 

hacia donde apuntan todas nuestras esperanzas y realizaciones. 

Vivimos un tiempo de alegría y de reflexión. Y ahora, ¿Qué nos 

queda? ¿Va este tiempo de alguna manera a transformar mi vida? 

¿He llegado hasta aquí con algunos propósitos concretos de vida? 
 

Haber llegado a la cima no significa que ya no hay más a que 

aspirar, lo que significa es que con las herramientas aprendidas y 

practicadas, estaremos mejor preparados para aceptar el reto de 

subir montañas más altas. Una vez abres las puertas de tu corazón 

a Jesucristo, ya nunca más estarás condenado al conformismo, 

porque el Señor es especialista en mostrarnos nuevas rutas de 

superación y de búsqueda de plenitud de vida. 
 

Esta fiesta de la Pascua es una fiesta para ser disfrutada, pero la 

disfrutará más quien más se haya preparado, quien más ‘hambre’ 

de Jesús tenga en su camino encontrará en la Pascua un platillo 

delicioso para saborear. Quien tiene hambre de Jesús encontrará 

que ya no puede vivir sin El, sin su compañía, sin sus enseñanzas, 

sin su comprensión, sin su luz, sin su sabiduría. Vivir sin Jesús ya 

no tiene sentido para quien ha entrado en la dinámica a la que 

Jesús le ha invitado. ¿Crees estar aceptando esa invitación? 
 

Creo que eso fue lo que sintió aquella mujer que experimentó en 

Jesús el verdadero amor, el amor de Dios, me refiero a María 

Magdalena. Ella, al igual que todo pecador que se sabe tocado 

por la mano misericordiosa de Jesús, sabe lo que significa ser 

arrebatado del poder de las tinieblas, de las cadenas del pecado. 

La persona que “sabe” que Jesús le ha liberado no puede hace 

nada sino amarlo con un amor agradecido, porque sabe que por 

fin ha encontrado el tesoro de su vida. Y cuando una persona 

encuentra el ‘tesoro de la vida’, ya no lo quiere perder.  
 

Todos los seres humanos, de una u otra manera, deseamos 

encontrar la felicidad, pero sólo quien abre su corazón a Jesús 

descubre el verdadero camino hacia ella. Ya nada más tienen 

sentido, el único sentido de la vida es continuar siendo un 

discípulo cada vez más cercano al corazón del Maestro. Jesús es 

el motor de la vida del creyente, es la razón de ser, es la fuerza 

que le invita a continuar adelante sin importar cuáles son las 

condiciones externas. Lo único que importa es saber que le 

pertenece al amado y que el amado nunca le será infiel. 
 

María Magdalena está hambrienta de Jesús y va temprano al 

sepulcro porque quiere ver al Señor. Su fe es ya una enseñanza 

para nosotros: “Pidan y se les dará, toquen y se les abrirá”, dijo el 

Señor y por eso el creyente siempre encontrará a Jesús vivo 

dándonos de su vida, aunque para otros esté muerto. María 

Magdalena fue a buscar al Señor y encontró la piedra removida. 

Esta es también una enseñanza para nosotros: En los momentos 

de duda, de angustia, de muerte, estamos llamados a tocar a la 

puerta del Señor. El nos abrirá, El nos mostrará que está vivo. La 

muerte de Jesús se da con la falta de fe de la persona, no porque 

Jesús no viva, sino porque el incrédulo no lo puede ver, ni sentir, 

ni experimentar. Debe continuar su camino con sus propias y 

frágiles fuerzas... hasta que un día se decida a tocar la puerta... tal 

y como nos ha sucedido a muchos de nosotros. 
 

Jesús enseñó durante su vida la esencia del mensaje para todos 

los hombres y mujeres de buena voluntad: entregar su vida por 

los demás y especialmente por los más necesitados. Aquella 

historia de amor que comenzó con alegría se tornó después en 

gran sufrimiento, pero al final es la alegría y la resurrección de 



Jesús las que tienen la última palabra. Quien se deja acompañar 

por Jesús en las jornadas difíciles, lo verá también en las jornadas 

gloriosas. 
 

Pidamos al Señor que el don de la resurrección, que el don de la 

vida nueva llegue a nosotros y a cada miembro de nuestras 

familias en la plenitud que sólo El puede dar. Que ese don llegue 

al mundo entero porque Cristo quiso llegar a cada ser humano 

como don de luz, de gracia y de perdón, de vida nueva. No hay 

que dejar perder ese perdón, esa vida, esa gracia. Que la Pascua 

que hemos vivido aumente nuestra hambre de Jesús. 
 

Dentro de pocos días comenzaremos a escuchar sobre otro 

personaje maravilloso que juega un papel definitivo en nuestra 

vida: el Espíritu Santo. El Espíritu Santo y nuestra relación con 

El es quien nos da la certeza gozosa de que Jesús está vivo, 

actuando en nuestras vidas. Vamos a pedirle a Jesús que nos 

ayude a descubrir en el Espíritu que nos dejó, la experiencia del 

amor de Dios que supera cualquier otro amor. 
 

Nota final: Por estos días estoy cumpliendo seis meses de haber 

llegado a Santa Helena. Ha sido una experiencia maravillosa. 

Gracias a todos por la acogida que me han dado y por 

acompañarme en este proceso de vida con todo su amor y su 

misericordia. He encontrado una comunidad “con hambre de 

Jesús”, una comunidad con deseos de construir comunidad, pero 

no cualquier tipo de comunidad, sino una comunidad que sabe 

que su centro es Jesucristo. 
 

Hace seis años, el 27 de marzo de 2010, a la edad de 55 años, fui 

ordenado sacerdote. Fue el regalo más grande de mi vida porque 

el sacerdocio es algo que “nunca estuvo en mis planes”. Estaba, 

sin duda, en los planes del Señor, quien de paso sea dicho, tuvo 

mucha paciencia. Pero El sabe como hace sus cosas. Hoy, seis 

años después, continúo aprendiendo a ser sacerdote del Señor 

para el Pueblo de Dios. No puedo menos que agradecer a Dios 

por el privilegio que me dió sin haberlo merecido. Estoy muy 

feliz por estar aquí en Santa Helena compartiendo con ustedes, 

queridos hermanos y hermanas, la experiencia más bella de la 

tierra, que es el amor incondicional de Aquel que lo dió todo para 

que nosotros podamos tener vida... y vida en abundancia. 
 

Aprovecho para renovar ante el Señor y ante ustedes mis votos 

religiosos y les pido sus oraciones para que el Señor nos siga 

guiando en el camino de construir una comunidad que se sabe 

amada desde siempre y hasta el infinito. Bendiciones para cada 

uno de ustedes y miremos con optimismo las montañas que el 

Señor nos tienen preparadas. Ellas son la causa y razón de ser de 

nuestra santificación.           P.Nelson 

Mass Intentions 
SUNDAY, March 27, 2016-Easter Sunday of the  
   Resurrection of the Lord 
 7:30 Easter Novena 
  Our Parishioners 
 9:00 Warneke and Murphy Families 
 10:30 Mary Theresa Early (Intentions) 
 12:00 José Sanabria 
 1:30 Catherine Carolan 
 5:00 Deceased Members of the Cerbone Family 
MONDAY, March 28, 2016-Feast of St. Alexander 
 6:50 Easter Novena 
 8:30 Fr. Jose Garavito 
 12:15 Ralph A. Cerbone Jr. 
TUESDAY, March 29, 2016-Feast of St. Mark 
 6:50 Easter Novena 
 8:30 Julie Lane 
 12:15 For Blessings and Thanksgiving for  
  Fr. Nelson Henao, Sch.P. on the 6th  
  Anniversary of His Ordination and His  
  Parents 
WEDNESDAY, March 30, 2016-Feast of St. Zosimus 
 6:50 Easter Novena 
 8:30 In Thanksgiving for Favors 
 12:15 Daniel J. Sullivan 
 7:30 Sherinah Lugo 
THURSDAY, March 31, 2016-Feast of St. Benjamin 
 6:50 Easter Novena 
 8:30 David Savino’s Intentions 
 12:15 Marc Anthony Padilla 
  Carlos Becelte Perez 
  Becelte Perez 
  Almora Caracerro Family 
FRIDAY, April 1, 2016-Feast of St. Theodora 
 6:50 Easter Novena 
 8:30 In Thanksgiving for Favors 
 12:15 Frank Albina Greco 
  Carl Younger 
SATURDAY, April 2, 2016-Feast of St. Mary of Egypt 
 6:50 Easter Novena  
 8:30 Josephine Sarscino 
 12:15 Margarett Cullen, Victoria Mesa and 
  Elena C. Cepeda 
 5:30 Horatio and Ellen Mootoo 
  Indra Ramhdam 
  Rupert Ramhdam 
SUNDAY, April 3, 2016-Divine Mercy Sunday 
 7:30 Easter Novena 
  Our Parishioners 
 9:00 Juanita Colon 
  Msgr. Philip M. Mulcahy 
 10:30 Santos De Jesus (30th Birthday) 
 12:00 Rita Leon 
  William Perez 
 1:30 Mary Anthikatt Mani 
 5:00 All Souls 
  John Quinn 

Readings for the Week of March 27, 2016 
Sunday: Acts 10:34a, 37-43/Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23/Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 

5:6b-8/Jn 20:1-9 or Lk 24:1-12 or Lk 24:13-35 

Monday: Acts 2:14, 22-33/Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-11/Mt 28:8-15 

Tuesday: Acts 2:36-41/Ps 33:4-5, 18-20, 22/Jn 20:11-18 

Wednesday: Acts 3:1-10/Ps 105:1-4, 6-9/Lk 24:13-35 

Thursday: Acts 3:11-26/Ps 8:2, 5-9/Lk 24:35-48 

Friday: Acts 4:1-12/Ps 118:1-2, 4, 22-27/Jn 21:1-14 

Saturday: Acts 4:13-21/Ps 118:1, 14-21/Mk 16:9-15 

Next Sunday: Acts 5:12-16/Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24/Rv 1:9-11a, 12-13, 
17-19/Jn 20:19-31 


