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A WORD FROM THE PASTOR: 

The Sunday after Easter is Divine Mercy 

Sunday 

Saint Faustina Kowalska was a Polish nun who reported visions 
and visitations from Jesus and conversations with Him. He asked 
her to paint the vision of His Merciful Divinity being poured from 
His sacred heart and specifically asked for a feast of Divine Mercy 
to be established on the first Sunday after Easter so mankind 
would take refuge in Him. In 1935, Jesus told St. Faustina that this 
Feast of Mercy would be a very special day when "all the divine 
floodgates through which graces flow 
are opened". (Diary 699) Our Lord made 
a great promise to all those souls who 
would go to Confession and then receive 
Him in Holy Communion on the Feast of 
Mercy, on the Sunday after Easter, which is 
now called Divine Mercy Sunday throughout 
the Catholic Church. 

Jesus promised that "The soul that will go 
to Confession and receive Holy 
Communion shall obtain the complete 
forgiveness of sins and 
punishment.” (Diary 699) He went on to say " I want to grant a 
complete pardon to the souls that will go to Confession and 
receive Holy Communion on the Feast of My Mercy." (Diary 
1109) We here at St. Helena want to encourage everyone to take 
advantage of this incredible promise and the additional Plenary 
Indulgence on this great Feast of Mercy "Divine Mercy Sunday.” 
We want you to benefit fully from these promises, and we also 
want you to notify all of your family and friends about them too and 
urge them to return to the practice of their faith! 

The Image of The Divine Mercy, which Our Lord requested to be 
solemnly blessed and venerated on this day, is prominently on 
display in our church. It was the only image seen and approved by 
Sr. Faustina during her lifetime. Pope John Paul II said that the 
image portrays the Risen Jesus Christ bringing Mercy to the whole 
world. Our Lord said "I want the image to be solemnly blessed on 
the first Sunday after Easter, and I want it to be venerated 
publicly so that every soul may know about it. I promise that 
the soul that will venerate this image will not perish". (Diary 
341, 48) Please take the time to visit with this Image of The Divine 
Mercy and venerate Jesus. 

Jesus said to St. Faustina "I am offering people a vessel with 
which they are to keep coming for graces to the fountain of 
mercy. That vessel is this image with the signature: Jesus, I 
trust in You". (Diary 327) "The two rays denote Blood and 
Water. The pale ray stands for the Water which makes souls 
righteous. The red ray stands for the Blood which is the life of 
souls. These two rays issued forth from the very depths of My 
tender mercy when My agonized Heart was opened by a lance 
on the cross. …Happy is the one who will dwell in their 
shelter, for the just hand of God shall not lay hold of 

him." (Diary 299) 

About the feast day "Divine Mercy Sunday", Jesus said "…tell the 
whole world about My inconceivable mercy. I desire that the 
Feast of Mercy be a refuge and shelter for all souls, and 
especially poor sinners. On that day the very depths of My 
tender mercy are open. I pour out a whole ocean of graces 
upon the souls who approach the Fount of My Mercy. On that 
day all the divine floodgates through which graces flow are 
opened. Let no soul fear to draw near to Me, even though its 
sins be as scarlet.... Mankind will not have peace until it turns 

to the Fount of My Mercy". (Diary 699) 

Our Lord said "When you go to confession, to this fountain of My 
mercy, the Blood and Water which came forth from My Heart 

always flows down upon your soul…" and "Every time you go 
to confession, immerse yourself entirely in My mercy with 
great trust, so that I may pour the bounty of My grace upon 
your soul. When you approach the confessional, know this, 
that I Myself am waiting there for you. I am only hidden by the 
priest, but I Myself act in your soul. Here the misery of the 
soul meets the God of mercy" (1602) Make your confession 
before Me. The person of the priest is… only a screen. Never 
analyze what sort of a priest that I am making use of; open 
your soul in confession to Me, and I will fill it with My 

light." (1725) 

In a decree dated August 3, 2002, the Apostolic Penitentiary 
announced that in order “to ensure that the faithful would observe 
this day (Divine Mercy Sunday) with intense devotion, the 
Supreme Pontiff himself established that this Sunday be enriched 
by a plenary indulgence…so that the faithful might receive in great 
abundance the gift of the consolation of the Holy Spirit. In this way, 
they can foster a growing love for God and for their neighbor, and 
after they have obtained God’s pardon, they in turn might be 
persuaded to show a prompt pardon to their brothers and sisters.” 

The plenary indulgence is granted (under the usual conditions of a 
sacramental confession, Eucharistic communion and a prayer for 
the intentions of the Supreme Pontiff) to the faithful who, on Divine 
Mercy Sunday, in a spirit that is completely detached from the 
affection for a sin, even a venial sin, recite the Our Father and the 
Creed, and also adding a devout prayer (e.g. Merciful Jesus, I 
trust in you.)           Fr. David  

IT’S STILL EASTER 

It's rather ironic. Catholics pray, read scripture, and go to daily 
Mass during Lent. And then Easter Monday comes, and the 
Churches are empty. For the early Christians, Easter was 
celebrated at high pitch for eight days, and then at a more 
moderate but still festive pace for another 42 days, till Pentecost. 
Lent may be 40 days. But Easter, from at least the early 4th 
century, went 50 days—from Easter Sunday through Pentecost. 

In the book of Exodus, God commanded the Israelites to celebrate 
the greater feasts like Passover for eight days, with a solemn 
assembly on the first and the 8th day. So liturgically, we celebrate 
Easter at highest pitch from Easter Sunday to Divine Mercy 
Sunday. Each and every day of this Octave is considered a 
solemn feast (aka a solemnity) in the Roman calendar. If there is 
any time to go to daily Mass, the Easter Season is it! Can’t make it 
to daily Mass? Then at least read the daily Mass readings in your 
personal prayer time, or even better, with your spouse, roommate, 
or family. 

The atheist philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche once said, “If you 
Christians want me to believe in your Redeemer, you need to look 
more redeemed!” The recovery of Easter joy is one of the keys not 
only to our own happiness, but to the new evangelization. A glum, 
somber Christianity will attract few disciples. 
 

GAINING AN INDULGENCE 

For Divine Mercy Sunday, for the Holy Year,  
or at other times 

1. This is how an indulgence is defined in the Code of Canon Law 
(can. 992): "An indulgence is a remission before God of the 
temporal punishment due to sins whose guilt has already been 
forgiven, which the faithful Christian who is duly disposed gains 
under certain prescribed conditions through the action of the 
Church which, as the minister of redemption, dispenses and 
applies with authority the treasury of the satisfactions of Christ and 
the saints". 

2. In general, the gaining of indulgences requires certain 
prescribed conditions (below, nn. 3, 4), and the performance of 
certain prescribed works. 

ST. L BRONX,  
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3. To gain indulgences, whether plenary or partial, it is necessary 
that the faithful be in the state of grace at least at the time the 
indulgenced work is completed. 

4. A plenary indulgence can be gained only once a day. In order to 
obtain it, the faithful must, in addition to being in the state of grace: 

— have the interior disposition of complete detachment 
from sin, even venial sin; 
— have sacramentally confessed their sins; 
— have received the Holy Eucharist (it is certainly better 
to receive it while participating in Holy Mass, but for the 
indulgence only Holy Communion is required); 
— have prayed for the intentions of the Supreme Pontiff. 

5. It is appropriate, but not necessary, that the sacramental 
Confession and especially Holy Communion and the prayer for the 
Pope's intentions take place on the same day that the indulgenced 
work is performed; but it is sufficient that these sacred rites and 
prayers be carried out within several days (about 20) before or 
after the indulgenced act. Prayer for the Pope's intentions is 
left to the choice of the faithful, but an "Our Father" and a "Hail 
Mary" are suggested. One sacramental Confession suffices for 
several plenary indulgences, but a separate Holy Communion and 
a separate prayer for the Holy Father's intentions are required for 
each plenary indulgence. 

6. For the sake of those legitimately impeded, confessors can 
commute both the work prescribed and the conditions required 
(except, obviously, detachment from even venial sin). 

7. Indulgences can always be applied either to oneself or to the 
souls of the deceased, but they cannot be applied to other 
persons living on earth. 
 

ST. JOHN BAPTIST DE LA SALLE 

Feast April 7 

John Baptist de La Salle (April 30, 1651 – April 7, 1719) was a 
French priest, educational reformer, and founder of the Institute 
of the Brothers of the Christian Schools. He is the patron saint of 
teachers, and he dedicated much of his life to the education of 
poor children in France; in doing so, he started many lasting 
educational practices. 

De La Salle was born to a wealthy family in Reims, France. He was 
named canon of Rheims Cathedral when he was sixteen. He 
completed his theological studies and was ordained to the 
priesthood at the age of 26 on April 9, 1678. Two years later he 
received a Doctorate in Theology. 

In 1679, he met Adrian Nyel, and what began as a charitable 
effort to help him establish a school for the poor in De La Salle's 
home town, gradually became his life's work. At that time, most 
children had little hope for social and economic advancement. Like 
St. Joseph Calasanz before him, Jean Baptiste de la Salle believed 
that education gave hope and opportunity for people to lead 
better lives of dignity and freedom. Moved by the plight of the 
poor who seemed so "far from salvation" either in this world or 
the next, he became determined to use his own talents to 
advance education at the service of the children. 

La Salle decided to resign his canonry to devote his full attention 
to the establishment of schools and the training of teachers. He 
had inherited a considerable fortune, and this might have been 
used to further his aims, but on the advice of a Father Barre of 
Paris, he sold what he had and sent the money to the poor of the 
province of Champagne, where a famine was causing great 
hardship. 

De La Salle then began a new religious institute: The Institute of 
the Brothers of the Christian Schools, also known as The De La 
Salle Brothers. They are sometimes confused with a different 

congregation of the same name founded by Blessed Edmund 
Ignatius Rice in Ireland, who are known in the U.S. as the Irish 
Christian Brothers. The De La Salle Brothers were the first Roman 
Catholic teaching religious institute that did not include any 
priests. 

De La Salle and his Brothers succeeded in creating a network of 
quality schools throughout France that featured instruction in the 
vernacular, students grouped according to ability and 
achievement, integration of religious instruction with secular 
subjects, well-prepared teachers with a sense of vocation and 
mission, and the involvement of parents. 

In 1685, De La Salle founded in Rheims what is generally 
considered the first “normal” school, which is, a school whose 
purpose is to train teachers. Worn out by exhausting labors, De La 
Salle died at Saint Yon, near Rouen, early in 1719 on Good Friday, 
only three weeks before his 68th birthday. 

Pope Leo XIII canonized him on May 24, 1900 and Pope Pius X 
inserted his feast in the General Roman Calendar in 1904 for 
celebration on May 15. Because of his life and inspirational 
writings, Pope Pius XII proclaimed him patron saint of teachers. In 
the 1969 revision of the Church calendar, Pope Paul VI moved his 
feast day to April 7, the day of his death or birth to heaven, his 
dies natalis. 

Today, about 6,000 Brothers and 75,000 lay and religious 
colleagues worldwide serve as teachers, counselors, and guides to 
900,000 students in over 1,000 educational institutions in 84 
countries. 
 

MOTHER ANGELICA DIES ON EASTER SUNDAY 

The Catholic Church in the United States has lost the Poor Clare 
nun who changed the face of Catholicism in the United States and 
around the world. Mother Mary Angelica of the Annunciation, 
foundress of the Eternal Word Television Network (EWTN), passed 
away on March 27 after a lengthy struggle with the aftereffects of 
a stroke. She was 92 years old. 

Born Rita Rizzo on April 20, 1923, few would have predicted that 
the girl from a troubled family in Canton, Ohio, would go on to 
found not only two thriving religious orders, but also the world’s 
largest religious media network. Her life was one marked by many 
trials, but also by a profound “Yes” to whatever she felt God was 
asking of her. “Mother has always and will always personify 
EWTN, the network that God asked her to found,” said EWTN 
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer Michael Warsaw. “Her 
accomplishments and legacies in evangelization throughout the 
world are nothing short of miraculous and can only be attributed 

to divine Providence and her unwavering faithfulness to Our Lord.” 

In 1981, Mother Angelica launched Eternal Word Television 
Network, which today transmits 24-hour-a-day programming to 
more than 264 million homes in 144 countries. What began with 
approximately 20 employees has now grown to nearly 400. The 
religious network broadcasts terrestrial and shortwave radio 
around the world, operates a religious goods catalog and 
publishes the National Catholic Register and Catholic News 
Agency, among other publishing ventures. “Mother Angelica 
succeeded at a task the nation’s bishops themselves couldn’t 
achieve,” said Archbishop Charles Chaput of Philadelphia, who has 
served on EWTN’s board of governors since 1995. “She founded 
and grew a network that appealed to everyday Catholics, 
understood their needs and fed their spirits. She had a lot of help, 
obviously, but that was part of her genius.” 

“In passing to eternal life, Mother Angelica leaves behind a legacy 
of holiness and commitment to the New Evangelization that 
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should inspire us all,” said Carl Anderson, Supreme Knight of the 
Knights of Columbus. “I was honored to know and be able to 
assist Mother Angelica during the early days of EWTN. Over the 
years, that relationship grew, and today the Knights of Columbus 
and EWTN partner regularly on important projects.” “Mother 
Angelica was fearless because she had God on her side,” 
Anderson added. “She saw what he needed her to do, and she 
did it! She transformed the world of Catholic broadcasting and 
brought the Gospel to far corners of our world. That witness of 
faith was unmistakable to anyone who met and worked with her, 
and generations of Catholics have and will continue to be formed 
by her vision and her ‘Yes’ to God’s will.” 

Mother Angelica has two important legacies. To the wider world, 
she’s the first woman in the history of broadcast to found and 
lead a network for over 20 years. No one else has ever done that. 
She was also such a great support to Pope Saint John Paul II and 
his successors. Her active ministry ran parallel to Pope John Paul 
II’s, and she backed him up at a time when so many people were 
undermining Church authority, distorting the history and nature 
of the liturgy and popular devotion and confusing Catholic 
teaching. She showed that the commonsense approach of 
Catholics was right, and she normalized the truth of the faith at a 
time when it was up for grabs. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
50/50 DRAWING: The March 27 winners are:No. 317 & No. 347 @ $34 

 FAMILY SESSION-The next English Family Session will 

be held April 17 after the 10:30AM Mass. 

 FIRST COMMUNION SESSION-The next English First 

Communion Session will take place on April 3 after the 

10:30AM Mass.  

 SPANISH FAMILY SESSION and SPANISH FIRST 

COMMUNION SESSION will be held on April 10 after  

the Noon Mass. 

 CONFIRMATION CLASS-The next session for               

St. Helena School 7th Graders will take place on 

Tuesday, April 5 after  school. For  more information, call 

Fr. Richard at 718-892-3232. 

 CCD CLASS resumes April 6 at 3:45PM. 

 THE ANNUAL ARCHDIOCESE FOR THE 

MILITARY SERVICES COLLECTION-will be taken up 

next weekend, April 9 & 10. Established by Pope Saint John 

Paul II in 1985, this special archdiocese for the military is 

the only source of Catholic chaplains and provides the 

Church's full range of pastoral ministries to those in the 

United States Armed Forces. Please be generous. 

 TAX DEDUCTION DONATION RECEIPTS-are still 

available in the rectory. If you itemize your taxes, you can 

obtain or enjoy tax benefits from the government for your 

financial or gift-in-kind donations to St. Helena's Church and 

School, these include your weekly and special collection 

contributions, but they do not include tuition payments. 

Contact the rectory at 718-892-3232 for more details.  

 ENGLISH BIBLE STUDY COURSE-Our second 

semester English Bible Study is called THE BIBLE 

TIMELINE. It is a 24-week course that surveys the 

highlights of the Bible story. The course meets every 

Tuesday from 7:30 pm to 9 pm. Our  next class is 

Tuesday, April 5, and we will study King David and      

King Solomon. 

 TWO PARISHIONERS BAPTIZED-During the Easter 

Vigil the Easter water was blessed, and two new members 

were brought into the Church through baptism. 

Congratulations to Tiffany Cooper and Marina Fuentes who 

were Baptized that night as St. Helena's newest members. 

 CONGRATULATIONS to the 20 par ishioners who 

received the Sacrament of Confirmation at the Easter Vigil 

Liturgy. It was a beautiful ceremony, and may God send His 

Holy Spirit and His most abundant blessings on all of you. 

 BLESSED EASTER WATER-is still available in the 

sanctuary. After this weekend, it will be available in the 

rectory. You may bring your own bottles, or there are some 

available for purchase in the bookstore. 

 NEW YORK CATHOLIC YOUTH DAY-Join over 1,000 

Catholic youth for a day of faith, fun, music, and speakers on 

Saturday, April 30 from 9AM - 5PM at St. Joseph's 

Seminary, Yonkers. Cost $20 before April 9 and $25 after. 

Register online at OYMNY.org/NY-Catholic-Youth-Day.   

 MOTHER TERESA OF CALCUTTA will be made a 

saint on Sept. 4. Pope Francis made the announcement on 

Tuesday. Approval from the pontiff marks the definitive 

stage in the path to sainthood for the Albanian nun, who 

became reputed globally for her charity work in India. 

Mother Teresa’s canonization will come almost exactly 19 

years after her death on Sept. 5, 1997, a relatively speedy 

sainthood for the Catholic Church. 

 THE SHROUD OF TURIN-Is this the Face of Jesus -A 

free presentation on Sunday, April 3 from 2:30 - 4PM at the 

Maryknoll Mission Center, 55 Ryder Rd., Ossining. A full-

size replica of the Shroud along with the negatives that 

started the renewed interest in the Shroud will be at the 

presentation 

 FLEA MARKET-The next Flea Market will be held on 

Sun., April 17 from 10AM-3PM in the Family Center . 

 BIG TICKET RAFFLE ITEMS NEEDED-Are you 

looking for a tax break as well as a way to support              

St. Helena's, then consider donating a big ticket item to our 

Community "Fun" Day Raffle. This year, our parish "Fun" 

Day will take place on Saturday, June 25, and the raffle is 

the major parish fundraiser of the event. If you have a big 

ticket item you would like to donate for that raffle, please 

contact the rectory at 718-892-3232 as soon as possible. 

Thank you for your support.  

 PARISH WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES-Anyone who is 

celebrating their 25th, 30th, 40th, 45th, 50th, 55th and higher 

wedding anniversary are invited to participate in our Parish 

Anniversary Celebration on May 22 at both the 10:30AM 

(English) and Noon (Spanish) Masses. Please contact the 

Parish Office and let us know which special anniversary you 

are celebrating. 

OFFERING ENVELOPES 
 

Easter Sunday, March 27, 2016                              $9,036.21 

Holy Thursday, March 24, 2016                             $1,346.35 

Good Friday, March 25, 2016                                 $1,236.98 
 

Our weekly budget, (Nuestro presupuesto semanal es) $4,231.00 
 

Thank you to everyone for your generosity and for your support and 

for all that you do for St. Helena’s Parish. There were 2,500 people 

at Mass last weekend. You are always welcome here at St. Helena. 

We are your spiritual home. Your support means a lot, and together, 

we are making a difference. 



 FACILITATOR TRAINING for Potential Leaders of the 

DIVORCE SURVIVAL GUIDE-St. Helena is the Patron 

Saint of the Divorced, and it would be appropriate to have a 

ministry to the divorced and separated here at the parish. 

Facilitator training will take place on Saturday, April 23 

from 1:30 - 4:30 PM at St. Barnabas (Considine Center ) 

Bronx, NY. If you are interested in this training, contact the 

parish office at 718-892-3232.  

 PILGRIMAGE OF NY 2016 YEAR OF MERCY-The top 

of Manhattan to the bottom of Manhattan! We will be walking 

the length of Manhattan, visiting churches in honor of the 

Year of Mercy! We will visit two churches named after two 

saints who are examples of God's Mercy: Saints Peter and 

Paul. Plus we will visit two churches that have designated 

Holy Doors for this jubilee year: St Frances Xavier Cabrini 

Shrine and St Patrick's Cathedral. This walk is a total of 13.5 

total miles! Saturday, April 16, 2016 (Rain date: Saturday, 

September 17, 2016) 9:00 A.M-Opening Prayers at The 

Shrine of St. Frances Xavier Cabrini, 701 Fort Washington 

Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10040. 6:15 P.M-Pilgrims' Mass at 

The Shrine of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, 7 State Street, New 

York, N.Y. 10004. You must register in advance at 

www.pofnvc.org in order to participate in this event. 

 McGINLEY LECTURE AT FORDHAM UNIVERSITY-

Rev. Patrick J. Ryan, S.J., the Laurence J. McGinley 

Professor of Religion and Society at Fordham, will deliver 

the annual Spring McGinley Lecture, "Making War, Making 

Peace: Jewish, Christian and Muslim Attitudes," on Tuesday, 

April 19, 2016 at 6:00 PM on the Lincoln Center  Campus 

in Manhattan. It will be repeated on Wed., April 20, 2016 at 

6:00 PM on the Rose Hill Campus in The Bronx. The 

lecture will be followed by responses from Professor Sarit 

Kaftan Gribetz of Fordham University and Professor 

Mehnaz Afride of Manhattan College. The lecture is free and 

open to the public. For further information please call       

718-817-4745; e-mail mcgchair@ fordham.edu.; or check 

the website www.fordham.edu/mcginleychair. 

 ASSISTED SUICIDE EDUCATIONAL EVENT-Learn 

the facts about this important legislative issue on Saturday, 

April 23 from 1-4:30PM AT ST. BARNABAS 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL. For more information, call    

718-324-1478. 

 ADORATION CHAPEL-Holy Cross Parish, 620 Thieriot 

Avenue, has a new Adoration Chapel, which is open 

Monday-Friday from 10AM - 9PM..  

 A COURSE IN QUANTUM FORGIVENESS-No classes 

during Holy Week. Classes will resume April 3. Rogier  F. 

van Vlissingen is teaching a 13-week class in Quantum 

Forgiveness every Sunday at St. Helena’s from 3 to 4:30 PM 

in the Family Life Center For more information, call         

917-549-0959. A suggested donation is $7/session. 

 THE GIRL’S SCHOOL ADVANTAGE a free, school 

fair that highlights the advantage of a single sex education 

for girls and young women, will be held on Sunday, May 1 

from 1 - 2:30PM at the New York Academy of Medicine, 

1216 Fifth Avenue, New York. Come and learn about the 

girl's schools available in this area. Visit www.ncgs.org/

GSA/NYC. 

 FREE WRITING AND THEATRE WORKSHOP-will 

take place at Boys and Girls Club, 2051 St. Raymond Ave., 

beginning Monday, April 4 at 4:30PM and will last for ten 

weeks. Call 718-409-1619 to register. 

 SUCCESSFULLY APPLYING FOR AFFORDABLE 

HOUSING-An informal panel presentation on Wednesday, 

April 13 from 6-8:30PM at the Bronx Museum of the 

Arts, 1040 Grand Concourse, featuring resource tables about 

eviction prevention, how to freeze your rent, apartment 

sharing, legal services, IDNYC, and immigration assistance. 

For more info, contact:  molivero@bronxbp.nyc.gov  

 FREE RAIN BARREL GIVEAWAY on Sat., April 16 

from 9AM - 1PM at The Bronx Town Hall, 4101 White 

Plains Rd., BX. Using a rain barrel is a great way to save on 

your water bill and alleviate flooding. Due to the high 

volume of requests, call 718-881-4455 to pre-register. 

 FREE HOME ENERGY ASSESSMENT for  owners of 1-

4 family homes through the New York State Energy 

Research and Development Agency. Call 646-400-5437 for 

more information. 

 FOOD STAMP APPLICATIONS-A professionally trained 

ReServe worker will help you apply for Food Stamps on 

Wednesdays April 6 & 20 from 10AM - 3PM at PEP, 

1525 Unionport Rd., Bronx. Call 718-409-1619 for an 

appointment. 

 MEETING THE NEEDS OF BRONX CHILDREN 

WITH AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER-This free 

workshop will take place on Monday, April 18 from 3:30-

4:30PM at the Metro Community Health Center , 979 

Cross Bronx Service Road North, BX. To register, call     

718-665-7565 X8746. 

 BRONX CANCER SURVIVOR PROGRAM SEEKS 

VOLUNTEERS to become a BOLD Buddy, people who 

provide treatment companionship, clinic visits, and phone 

support to newly diagnosed cancer patients or who reach out 

to women with abnormal breast findings. For more 

information, call 718-430-4044.  

 ADULT DIAPERS-If you or a loved one is in need of adult 

diapers, contact the rectory at 718-892-3232 to obtain 

information on how you can obtain some.  

 CHILD NUTRITION JOB AVAILABLE-Do you have 

extensive experience in the field of Child Nutrition? There is 

a job available in this field now open in the Archdiocese of 

New York. Contact the parish office for more details. 
 CATHOLIC INTERNET RADIO-Oremus 

Communications offers daily at 12:05PM Our Lady of 

Fatima Novena and Family Rosary Program among other 

programs. Log on to: www.oremuscomms.com and click on 

Listen Live. 

 NURSING HOME VOLUNTEER NEEDED-A nearby 

nursing home needs a volunteer to help with patient care and 

Please Pray for the Sick of our Parish 

Valeria Reid, Joanne Frances Bernadette Sanabria, Jonah Hortaleza, 

Lucy Cannavacciuolo, Joan Ricci, Sylvia Carballo,  

Ruben Mercado, Mike Adorno, Joyce Hoyt, Silverio Guzmann, 

Carmelle and Nicole Antoine, Sr. Marie Murphy, Catherine Holden, 

Eustaguia Mejias, Maria Gonzalez, Indrowdi Sadu, Rosa Pena 
 

Please Pray for the Deceased and their Grieving Families: 

Mariana Napolitano, Myrta Judith Tarrion, Conrad Bayne, 

Ana Neira, Santa Santana, Diane Munoz,  

Julio Parrilla, Don Owen Campbell, 

Fr. John Halborg, Fr Eugene Kosnik 



assistance. For more info, call Janet at 917-420-4357. 

 GROUND FLOOR APARTMENT AVAILABLE-In the 

Soundview area, six spacious rooms. Call the rectory at    

718-892-3232 for more information.  
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

ANUNCIOS EN ESPANOL 
 

 UNA FE BIEN CONSTRUIDA: El P. Nelson anuncia la 

iniciación de este curso que tanta falta hace en nuestra 

Iglesia. Necesitamos formarnos en nuestra fe desde las bases. 

Qué significa ser Católico? Puedes explicarle a tus hijos algo 

sobre la fe en la que los quieres bautizar? Puedes explicarte a 

ti mismo por qué eres Católico y cuáles son las bases de tu 

fe? Ser Católico o no ser Católico marca alguna diferencia en 

tu vida? Necesitamos conocer aquello que decimos creer.  

No podemos amar lo que no conocemos. Ven a esta clase y 

juntos iniciemos la maravillosa experiencia de profundizar 

en el camino de fe que Jesús nos dejó a través de su Iglesia. 

Todas las clases son los martes de 7.30 pm a 9 pm. Clase de 

introducción: 12 de abril en la Iglesia. La primera parte del 

curso consta de seis semanas que van desde el martes 19 de 

abril hasta el martes 24 de mayo. Después de la misa del 

domingo 10 de abril se inician las inscripciones. 

 FECHAS DE SACRAMENTOS: La Confir mación se 

realizará el sábado 16 de abril a las 3 pm. La Primera 

Comunión se realizará el sábado 30 de abril a las 10 am.  

 CATEQUESIS: Sesiones en Español tanto para las 

familias como para la Primera Comunión, abril 10 después 

de la misa de 12 en la cafetería. Padres de familia, es su 

responsabilidad asistir a estas reuniones.  

 CLASES CCD: Se retomarán las clases el día miércoles 6 

de abril a las 3.45 pm. 

 FLEA MARKET: El próximo Flea Market se realizará el 

día 17 de abril de 10 am a 3 pm.  

 MINISTERIO PARA DIVORCIADOS Y SEPARADOS: 

Habrá entrenamiento para líderes que deseen participar de 

este ministerio que hace falta en nuestra parroquia. Se 

realizará el 23 de abril de 1.30 pm a 4.30 pm en St. 

Barnabas, Bronx. Información en la oficina de la parroquia, 

718-892-3232.  

 GRUPO DE ORACION: Misa el lunes 4 de abr il con 

Exposición del Santísimo. Predicación y... mucho amor! 

 MIERCOLES DE LA MISERICORDIA: Continuamos 

nuestra oración los miércoles con Exposición del Santísimo, 

Coronilla de la Divina Misericordia cantada y Eucaristía. 

Ven y únete al grupo de los que quieren experimentar la 

Misericordia del Señor para darla a los demás.  

 VOLUNTARIOS PARA PROGRAMA DE 

SOBREVIVIENTES DE CANCER: Si quier es 

acompañar a aquellos que sufren el dolor de esta enfermedad 

dándoles compañía, visitándolos en los hospitales, etc., llama 

al 718-430-4044. 
 

 
BUEN DIA, HERMANOS: 

“Dad gracias al Señor porque es bueno, porque es eterna su 

misericordia”. (Sal 118,1). Es lo que canta la Iglesia en la 

octava de Pascua. Pero, qué es la Octava de Pascua? Recordemos 

que la octava de Pascua es un día de ocho días que la Iglesia se 

ha “inventado” para poder reflexionar en los dos misterios sobre 

los que gira lo esencial de nuestra fe. Ellas son la octava de 

Navidad y la octava de Pascua, porque el misterio del nacimiento 

de Jesús y el misterio de su pasión, muerte y resurrección son los 

dos eventos en la historia de la humanidad que han roto todos los 

moldes y las leyes conocidas. Son la ‘irrupción’ de Dios de una 

manera categórica en la historia de la humanidad, que aún hoy 

mira estupefacta el poder de Dios, algo que sólo comienza a ser 

comprensible para el ser humano en la medida que la fe abre el 

camino. De otra manera, o sea, sin fe, el misterio de Dios sigue 

siendo para muchos una ‘oscuridad muy oscura’, y lo seguirá 

siendo mientras no haya una apertura sencilla y humilde al 

amoroso misterio del Dios que todo lo puede.  
 

Durante la octava de Pascua se nos proponen lecturas que ayudan 

al creyente a comprender un poco más el misterio del resucitado. 

Por ejemplo, los evangelios de esta semana nos han hablado de 

las llamadas ‘apariciones’ de Jesús a los discípulos. Veamos 

algunas características de esas apariciones y el significado que 

ellas pueden tener para nuestras vidas. El lunes de Pascua el 

evangelio nos habla de cómo Jesús se aparece a las mujeres que 

van “impresionadas y llenas de alegría” a contarle a los 

discípulos que el Señor no está en la tumba. Y qué les dice El? 

“Alégrense, no tengan miedo”. Y este mensaje es también para ti 

que lees esta columna: alegría, paz y misión son tres mensajes 

claros de la Pascua para nosotros. El discípulo sabe que las penas 

del mundo no las podemos evitar pero sí las podemos vivir desde 

la perspectiva del resucitado, quien entregó su vida para nuestra 

salvación dándole a su propia pasión un significado de entrega y 

perdón.  
 

El martes de Pascua Juan nos ha narrado la aparición a María 

Magdalena. Ella estaba triste porque cree que se han llevado a su 

Señor. Jesús se aparece a ella pero ella no lo reconoce, lo 

confunde con el jardinero, sólo cuando El la llama por su nombre 

ella reacciona y lo llama ‘Rabboní’, maestro. Es interesante notar 

que hay algo en Jesús que es diferente, pero también hay algo en 

El que es reconocible. Lo exterior del Maestro ha cambiado de 

alguna manera que la razón no puede explicar, pero su esencia, su 

amor, sus gestos, sus palabras siguen siendo las mismas. Es por 

ellas que los discípulos logran reconocer “al extraño” que se 

aparece a ellos. El miércoles de Pascua escuchamos la historia de 

los discípulos camino a Emaús. Están cansados y decepcionados 

y van de regreso a sus lugares. Pero, otra vez, un extraño se les 

aparece y les habla explicándoles las Escrituras y les hace arder 

el corazón. Tanto es así que lo invitan a quedarse en casa. Allí lo 

reconocen cuando parte el pan... tal y como lo hizo en la última 

cena. 
 

El jueves de Pascua Lucas nos habla de cómo Jesús se aparece en 

medio de ellos, precisamente cuando hablaban de las 

apariciones. Y qué sucede? Creen ver un fantasma. El les dice a 

ellos -y a nosotros- que no tengamos dudas. Y les muestra las 

manos y los pies y ‘deja que lo toquen’. Además, come con ellos 

y les explica las Escrituras abriéndoles el entendimiento para que 

comprendan que todo lo sucedido es el cumplimiento de las 

profecías sobre el Mesías enviado por el Padre. Si, todo lo 

sucedido era necesario para que su predicación sobre la 

conversión y el perdón de los pecados tuviera el valor que tiene 

para el creyente. El viernes de Pascua la historia se desarrolla 

junto al lago de Tiberíades. Los discípulos no han pescado nada 

en la noche y Jesús les indica desde la orilla hacia donde lanzar la 

red, tal como lo había hecho en otra ocasión. Cuando la red se 



llena lo reconocen, otro gesto por el cual lo identifican. Y 

además, El les da pan y pescado, Jesús siempre se preocupa por 

alimentar a sus discípulos.  
 

El sábado de Pascua Jesús los recrimina por su incredulidad, no 

ha sido un proceso fácil para los discípulos, no es fácil para 

ninguno de nosotros el abrir nuestro corazón y nuestra razón a la 

‘presencia real’ de Dios en nuestras vidas. Sin embargo, les da la 

misión de predicar el Evangelio a toda la creación, misión que los 

discípulos cumplieron a cabalidad cuando recibieron la plenitud 

del Espíritu Santo, el nuevo protagonista de las Escrituras en 

estos días de Pascua. Si has seguido la primera lectura de esta 

semana que corresponde al libro de los Hechos de los Apóstoles, 

verás que el protagonista no es ni Pedro ni Pablo sino el Espíritu 

Santo que actúa en estos hombres y mujeres, para quienes 

comprender el misterio del Mesías había sido un camino 

tortuoso, como lo es para nosotros. Y por último, hoy, segundo 

domingo de Pascua, más conocido como de la Divina 

Misericordia, J esús aparece de nuevo en medio de ellos, les da 

la paz y exhala su aliento sobre ellos para darles el Espíritu 

Santo. Allí les da la autoridad para perdonar los pecados. Aquí el 

protagonista es Tomás quien dice no creer hasta que haya visto, 

cosa que efectivamente Jesús hace a los ocho días cuando no sólo 

lo deja sólo ver sino que también le invita a tocar sus llagas. Es 

entonces cuando Tomás hace esa preciosa profesión de fe: “Señor 

mío y Dios mío”. Por  fin ha podido pasar  de la duda al 

reconocimiento pleno de Jesús como Señor y como Dios.  
 

Tomás tuvo que ver para creer, pero Jesús le dice que serán 

dichosos los que crean sin ver, está hablando de nosotros. 

Nuestra fe está basada en la experiencia de estos hermanos con 

Jesús, experiencia que después comunicaron hasta los confines 

del mundo conocido en la época. Ellos son hombres y mujeres 

que llenos de temor y atemorizados por la persecución que se 

venía encima, se llenaron de una sabiduría para hablar y de un 

coraje para enfrentar al contradictor, que la única explicación 

posible es la presencia del Espíritu Santo en ellos. Con excepción 

de San Juan, todos los demás murieron como mártires por la 

causa de Jesús, porque después de un largo camino por fin 

comprendieron que Jesús no era un fantasma o una experiencia 

sicológica, sino Jesús en verdad, con su cuerpo y sus huesos y su 

rostro, pero ciertamente de una manera diferente. Esa es la 

glorificación del resucitado, del cual siempre hablaron las 

Escrituras.  
 

Estas lecturas están allí para ser reflexionadas con interés y bajo 

la acción del Espíritu Santo que es el que nos enseña. En 

Jesucristo está personificado el amor y la misericordia del Dios 

que quiere que le conozcamos para que tengamos vida en 

abundancia. Pero sin una fe en acción es poco lo que vamos a 

recibir. Hoy celebramos el domingo de la Divina Misericordia. 

Que estas lecturas nos ayuden a comprender que el más grande 

de los milagros es la fe que transforma el corazón y la vida del 

creyente.  
 

El Papa Juan Pablo II dijo que la misericordia es el segundo 

nombre del amor. A través de sor Faustina el Señor le dijo a la 

humanidad que “no encontrará la paz hasta que no se dirija con 

confianza a la misericordia divina”. Ninguno de nosotros sabe 

con certeza cómo será el futuro de la humanidad, pero los 

creyentes sabemos que ese futuro está íntimamente ligado al 

deseo de cada uno de nosotros y de la humanidad entera de 

regresar al Dios de la vida. “Dad gracias al Señor porque es 

bueno, porque es eterna su misericordia”.   
             P.Nelson 

Mass Intentions 
SUNDAY, April 3, 2016-Divine Mercy Sunday 
 7:30 Easter Novena 
  Our Parishioners 
 9:00 Juanita Colon 
  Msgr. Philip M. Mulcahy 
 10:30 Santos De Jesus (30th Birthday) 
 12:00 Rita Leon 
  William Perez 
  Rosa Espinosa-primer año de fallecida 
 1:30 Mary Anthikatt Mani 
 5:00 All Souls 
  John Quinn 
MONDAY, April 4, 2016-Feast of the Annunciation of the Lord 
 6:50 Easter Novena 
 8:30 Hughes Family and Mary Alice Hartnett 
 12:15 Rosa Mani 
 7:30 La justicia divina por los secuestros, las  
  torturas y las matanzas de gente innocente 
  por pandilleros 
TUESDAY, April 5, 2016-Feast of St. Vincent Ferrer 
 6:50 St. Anthony 
 8:30 In Thanksgiving for Favors 
 12:15 Adolfo Guimil Torres 
  In Honor of St. Jude 
WEDNESDAY, April 6, 2016-Feast of St. William of Eskilsoe 
 6:50 In Thanksgiving for Favors 
 8:30 Roma Southwell-St. Joseph In Thanksgiving 
 12:15 Michael Guido 
 7:30 Joaquin Seguia 
THURSDAY, April 7, 2016-Feast of St. John Baptist de la Salle 
 6:50 Divine Justice for the Attack of a Women by 
  5 Men 
 8:30 Clementina Peña 
 12:15 Ben A. Gonzalez and  
  Carolyn Nelson Gonzalez 
FRIDAY, April 8, 2016-Feast of St. Julie Billiart 
 6:50 In Thanksgiving for Favors 
 8:30 Divine Justice for the Assassinations of  
  Innocent People by Criminals 
 12:15 Carmine Sarno 
SATURDAY, April 9, 2016-Feast of St. Waldetrudis 
 6:50 Robert Zablatowicz  
 8:30 In Thanksgiving for Favors 
 12:15 Intentions of Carmelle and Nicole Antoine 
  for Healing 
 5:30 Souls in Purgatory 
SUNDAY, April 10, 2016-Third Sunday of Easter 
 7:30 William Troy 
  Our Parishioners 
 9:00 Catherine Carolan 
 10:30 Theresa and Vincent Juliano 
 12:00 Julio Medina 
  Christopher Arce Gonzalez 
 1:30 Daniel Bahora-11th Birthday (Intentions) 
 5:00 Dorothy Reilly 
  Vincente Perez 

Readings for the Week of April 3, 2016 
Sunday: Acts 5:12-16/Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24/Rv 1:9-11a, 12-13, 17-

19/Jn 20:19-31 

Monday: Is 7:10-14; 8:10/Ps 40:7-11/Heb 10:4-10/Lk 1:26-38 

Tuesday: Acts 4:32-37/Ps 93:1-2, 5/Jn 3:7b-15 

Wednesday: Acts 5:17-26/Ps 34:2-9/Jn 3:16-21 

Thursday: Acts 5:27-33/Ps 34:2, 9, 17-20/Jn 3:31-36 

Friday: Acts 5:34-42/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14/Jn 6:1-15 

Saturday: Acts 6:1-7/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19/Jn 6:16-21 

Next Sunday: Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41/Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-13/Rv 5:11-14/Jn 

21:1-19 or 21:1-14 


