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A WORD FROM THE PASTOR: 

CHRISTIAN AND CATHOLIC AND  
THE ANOINTED ONE 

Christians received their name from the honorific title given to 
Jesus by his followers: Christ. This word is a Greek translation of 
the Hebrew word “Messiah,” which was pronounced in the original 
Hebrew, Mashiach )משיח(. The Hebrew word literally means “the 
anointed one”. Thus, the words “Christ” and “Messiah” are the 
SAME word expressed in the Anglicized form from two different 
languages. 

The word “catholic” (with lowercase c) is derived from the Latin 
word catholicus, which in turn comes from the Greek adjective 
καθολικός (katholikos), which means “universal." The term 
Catholic (usually written with uppercase C in English) was first 
used to describe the Christian Church in the early 2nd century to 
emphasize its universal scope. Thus, in the context of Christian 
ecclesiology, the term Catholic is not a new word, but, rather, has 
a rich history and several usages. 

But what does it mean to be “the anointed one?” And what do 
soldiers have to do with the anointing of Christ? Two words are 
employed in the Old Testament for anointing, ח   mashiach and-ָמשַׁ
 cukh. The former (cukh) designates the private use of-סּוך
unguents in making one's toilet, and the latter word (mashiach) 
refers to its use as a religious rite. 

The first term indicated use as a means of soothing the skin in the 
fierce heat of the Palestinian climate, when oil was applied to the 
exposed parts of the body, especially to the face; that this was a 
part of the daily toilet may be inferred from Matt. 6:17. The practice 
is older than David, and runs throughout the Old Testament. 
Anointing accompanied a bath and was a part of the toilet for a 
feast, but it was omitted in mourning as a sign of grief and 
resumed to indicate that mourning was over. 

The second term, mashah, referring to anointing the head was an 
ancient Israelite practice of crowning a new king by pouring a jar of 
oil over his head. This ceremony served to set someone apart as 
sacred or divinely chosen. Not only kings, but prophets and priests 
were anointed. Even sacred objects such as the mazzebah (altar) 
and the utensils in the Tabernacle were anointed with sacred fat. 
The first Biblical instance of Anointing as a sign of consecration 
was the pouring of oil by Jacob upon the stone of Beth-el. The oil 
of holy ointment prepared by Moses in the wilderness had many 
miraculous qualities: it was never absorbed by the many spices 
mixed therewith, and its twelve logs (1.68 gallons) were sufficient 
for the anointment of all the kings and high priests of Israelite 
history. During the reign of Josiah this oil was hidden away 
simultaneously with the holy ark. So, why was pouring this oil over 
the head the primary means of indicating a person’s holiness? 

Amazingly, the anointing of kings’ heads likely derived from the 
soldierly practice of anointing one’s shield before battle. This is 
described in Isaiah 21:5. Ancient Israelite shields were made of 
thick leather stretched over a wooden frame. Lathering the leather 
with oil made it more supple, thus less likely to tear and more 
effective in combat. The king of Israel was anointed just as the 
warrior’s shield in the hope that he would be a supple and effective 
defender of the people. 

As to the mode of anointment, an old rabbinical tradition relates 
that "the kings were anointed in the form of a crown; that is, all 
around the head; and the high priests in the form of a Greek Chi 
(χ). In other words, in anointing the priests the oil was poured first 
upon the head and then upon the eyebrows. Thus, one could say 
the “crown of thorns” was the anointing of Jesus as “king” and the 
cross on which he hung was his anointing as “high priest.” 

Now we understand why the disciples chose to name Christ the 
"Messiah". In anointing Jesus and consecrating him, he was 
announced to be the defender and the savior of humanity. Fr. David 

What are the 17 Vatican Approved Apparitions 

of Mary in the Roman Catholic Church? 

As established in the Council of Trent (1545-63), the local bishop 
is the first and main authority in the judgement of the authenticity 
of apparition claims. Please note that Vatican approval is not 
required for an apparition to be considered authentic. After an 
episcopal approval, the Vatican may do nothing, but it may release 
an official statement or after some time give non-written forms of 
approval such as a papal visit with the crowning of the associated 
icon or a gift such as a golden rose, the approval of the 

construction of (or elevation of an existing 
shrine to) a basilica, the establishment of a 
feast day, or the canonization of the 
associated visionary. 

Positive judgments by the local bishop (but not 
yet by the Vatican) theoretically are able to be 
reversed by a subsequent bishop - but this has 
never happened in the history of the Church. 
Negative judgments (Constat de non 
supernaturalitate) and rulings of no evidence 
of supernaturality (Non constat de 
supernaturalitate) have later been changed to 
positive judgments on a few rare occasions 
with the ruling of a subsequent bishop. 

If a Marian apparition is recognized by the bishop, it means that 
the message is not contrary to faith and morals, that Mary can be 
venerated in a special way at the site and that the faithful can 
believe with confidence in the supernaturality of the event. But, 
because belief in a private revelation is not required by the church, 
Catholics are at liberty to decide how much personal spiritual 
emphasis (if any) to place on apparitions and the messages they 
deliver. 

 1 Guadalupe, Mexico (1531) Feast: December 12 

"Throughout the continent, from the time of the first 
evangelization, the presence of the Mother of God has 
been strongly felt, thanks to the efforts of the 
missionaries. In their preaching, “the Gospel was 
proclaimed by presenting the Virgin Mary as its highest 
realization. From the beginning — invoked as Our Lady 
of Guadalupe — Mary, by her motherly and merciful 
figure, was a great sign of the closeness of the Father 
and of Jesus Christ, with whom she invites us to enter 
into communion”.(11) The appearance of Mary to the 
native Juan Diego on the hill of Tepeyac in 1531 had a 
decisive effect on evangelization." http://www.vatican.va/
holy_father/john_paul_ii/apost_exhortations/documents/
hf_jp-ii_exh_22011999_ecclesia-in-america_en.html 

2 Lezajsk, Poland (1578) Mary and Joseph appeared to a 
woodcutter Thomas Michalek, and Mary told him to build a 
church on that spot. 

3 Siluva, Lithuania (1608) Feast: September 8. Seen by 
four children. 

"Letter to Card. Meisner, Special Envoy at the 
celebrations for the fourth centenary of the apparitions 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary in Šiluva [Lithuania, 13-14 
September 2008] (July 3, 2008)." http://www.vatican.va/
holy_father/benedict_xvi/letters/2008/index_en.htm 

4 Laus, France (1664) Our Lady of Laus or Our Lady of 
Happy Meetings. Feast: September 27. Seen by 17-year-
old Benoite Rencurel. 

"On Sunday during a Mass celebrated in the town of 
Laus in the French Alps, Bishop Jean-Michel de Falco of 
Gap, accompanied by numerous cardinals and 
archbishops from around the world, announced the 
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official approval of the Church of the Marian apparitions 
to Benôite (Benedicta) Rencurel between 1664 and 
1718." http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/
vatican_recognizes_marian_apparitions_in_france/ 

"Our Lady of Laus, approved on May 4, 2008" http://
www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/
expert_explains_churchs_criteria_for_confirming_maria
n_apparitions/ 

5 Rue du Bac, Paris, France (1830) Feast: November 27. 

"Among the various medals of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
the most diffuse must be the "Miraculous Medal". Its 
origins go back to the apparitions in 1830 of Our Lady to 
St. Catherine Labouré, a humble novice of the 
Daughters of Charity in Paris." http://www.vatican.va/
roman_curia/congregations/ccdds/documents/
rc_con_ccdds_doc_20020513_vers-direttorio_en.html 

6 Rome, Italy (1842) Our Lady of Zion, Feast: November 17. 
Seen by 28-year-old Marie Alphonse Ratisbonne 

7 La Salette, France (1846) Feast: September 19. Seen by 
Maximin Giraud (age 11) and Melanie Mathieu (age 14) 

8 Lourdes, France (1858) Feast: February 11. Seen by 
Bernadette Soubirous (age 14.) 

"Apostolic Journey to France on the occasion of the 
150th anniversary of the apparitions of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary at Lourdes (September 12-15, 2008)." http://
www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/travels/2008/
index_francia_en.htm 

9 Champion, Wisconsin (1859) Our Lady of Good Help 

"On Dec. 8, 2010 –the Solemnity of the Immaculate 
Conception– the bishop decreed with “moral certainty” 
that the Virgin Mary had indeed appeared to a young 
Belgian immigrant woman, Adele Brise, on three 
occasions in October of 1859. Since 1861, the site of 
those apparitions has been home to a chapel dedicated 
to the Virgin Mary under her title “Our Lady of Good 
Help.” Following a two-year investigation of the alleged 
apparitions, Bishop Ricken proclaimed them “worthy of 
belief,” and confirmed his diocese's official recognition of 
the popular shrine." http://
www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/wisconsin-chapel-
approved-as-first-us-marian-apparition-site/ 

10 Filippsdorf, Czech Republic (1866) Our Lady Help of 
Christians, Feast: January 13. Seen by Magdalene Kade (age 
31) 

11 Pontmain, France (1871) Our Lady of Hope, Feast: 
January 17. Seen by four children ages 12-6. 

12 Gietrzwald, Poland (1877) Seen by two children ages 13 
and 12. 

13 Knock, Ireland (1879) Feast: August 21. Mary, Joseph, 
and St. John seen by 18 villagers against the back wall of the 
town church. 

14 Fatima, Portugal (1917) Feast: May 13 

"This solemn celebration concludes the mission the Holy 
Father has entrusted to me to represent him here in 
Fatima on the occasion of the 90th anniversary of the 
apparitions of the Virgin Mary to the three shepherd 
children at Cova da Iria. Yesterday was a Saturday, as 
was that 13 October 1917." http://www.vatican.va//
roman_curia/secretariat_state/card-bertone/2007/
documents/rc_seg-st_20071014_bertone-
fatima_en.html 

15 Beauraing, Belgium (1932) The Virgin With The Golden 

Heart, Feast: August 22. Seen by four children ages 15-9. 

16 Banneux, Belgium (1933) The Virgin of the Poor, Feast: 
May 31. Seen by Marietta Beco (age 11) 

"LETTER OF JOHN PAUL II TO THE BISHOP OF LIÈGE 
ON THE 50th ANNIVERSARY OF THE RECOGNITION 
OF THE APPARITIONS OF OUR LADY AT 
BANNEUX...In 1933, a few years before the Second 
World War, Mary appeared in Banneux as a messenger 
of peace." http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/
john_paul_ii/letters/1999/documents/hf_jp-
ii_let_19990731_banneux_en.html 

17 Kibeho, Rwanda (1981) Mother of the Word. Seen by 
seven young people but only the vision seen by the first 
three of them, ages 17-21, was approved. 

"The Mother of Jesus wished to appear in your country to several 
children, reminding them of the efficacy of fasting and of prayer, 
especially the recitation of the Rosary." http://w2.vatican.va/
content/francesco/en/speeches/2014/april/documents/papa-
francesco_20140403_ad-limina-rwanda.html 

 

ST. ALPHONSUS LIGUORI - FEAST AUGUST 1 
Everyone is Called to Conversion 

Bishop, Doctor of the Church, and the founder of the 
Redemptorist Congregation. He was born Alphonsus Marie Antony 
John Cosmos Damien Michael Gaspard de Liguori on Sept. 27, 
1696, at Marianella, near Naples, Italy. Raised in a pious home, 
Alphonsus went on retreats with his father, Don Joseph, who was 
a naval officer and a captain of the Royal Galleys. 

Alphonsus was the oldest of seven children, raised by a devout 
mother of Spanish descent. Educated at the University of Naples, 

Alphonsus received his doctorate at the age of sixteen. By age 
nineteen, he was practicing law, but in 1723, he lost a case, and 
God made use of his disappointment to wean his heart from the 
world. He saw the transitory nature of the secular world, and after 
a brief time, retreated from the law courts and his fame. Visiting 
the local Hospital for Incurables on August 28, 1723, he had a 
vision and was told to consecrate his life solely to God. In 
response, Alphonsus dedicated himself to the religious life, even 
while suffering persecution from his family. He finally agreed to 
become a priest but to live at home as a member of a group of 
secular missionaries. 

He was ordained on December 21, 1726, and he spent six years 
giving missions throughout Naples. In April 1729, Alphonsus went 
to live at the "Chiflese College," which was founded in Naples by 
Father Matthew Ricci, the Apostle of China. There he met Bishop 

Thomas Falcoia, founder of the Congregation of Pious Workers. 
This lifelong friendship aided Alphonsus, as did his association 
with a mystic, Sister Mary Celeste. With their aid, Aiphonsus 
founded the Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer on 
November 9, 1732. 

The foundation faced immediate problems, and after just one 
year, Alphonsus found himself with only one lay brother, his other 
companions having left to form their own religious group. He 
started again, recruited new members, and in 1743 became the 
prior of two new congregations, one for men and one for women. 
Pope Benedict XIV gave his approval for the men's congregation in 
1749 and for the women's in 1750. Alphonsus was preaching 
missions in the rural areas and writing. He refused to become the 
bishop of Palermo but in 1762 had to accept the papal command 

to accept the see of St. Agatha of the Goths near Naples. Here he 
discovered more than thirty thousand uninstructed men and 
women and four hundred indifferent priests. 

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
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JULY 31, 2016 

For thirteen years Alphonsus fed the poor, instructed families, 
reorganized the seminary and religious houses, taught theology, 
and wrote. His austerities were rigorous, and he suffered daily 
the pain from rheumatism that was beginning to deform his body. 
He spent several years having to drink from tubes because his 
head was so bent forward. An attack of rheumatic fever, from 
May 1768 to June 1769, left him paralyzed. He was not allowed 
to resign his see, however, until 1775. In 1780, Alphonsus was 
tricked into signing a submission for royal approval of his 
congregation. This submission altered the original rule, and as a 
result Alphonsus was denied any authority among the 
Redemptorists. Deposed and excluded from his own 
congregation, Alphonsus suffered great anguish. But he overcame 
his depression, and he experienced visions, performed miracles, 
and gave prophecies. 

He died peacefully on August 1,1787, at Nocera di Pagani, near 
Naples as the Angelus was ringing. He was beatified in 1816 and 
canonized in 1839. In 1871, Alphonsus was declared a Doctor of 
the Church by Pope Pius IX. His writings on moral, theological, 
and ascetic matters had great impact and have survived through 
the years, especially his Moral Theology and his Glories of Mary. 
He was buried at the monastery of the Pagani near Naples. 
Shrines were built there and at St. Agatha of the Goths. He is the 
patron of confessors, moral theologians, and the lay apostolate. 
In liturgical art he is depicted either as, bent over with 
rheumatism or as a young priest. 
 

ST. JOHN VIANNEY - Feast August 4 
Patron Saint of Priests 

Jean-Baptiste-Marie Vianney, known as John in English, was born 
May 8, 1786 in Dardilly, France and was baptized the same day. 
He was the fourth of six children born to Matthieu and Marie 
Vianney. 

John was raised in a Catholic home, and the family often helped 
the poor. In 1790, when the anticlerical Terror phase of the 
French Revolution forced priests to work in secrecy or face 
execution, young Vianney believed the priests were heroes. He 
continued to believe in the bravery of priests and received his 
First Communion catechism instructions in private by two nuns 
who lost their convents to the Revolution. 

At 13, John made his first communion and prepared for his 
confirmation in secrecy. When he was 20, John left the family 
farm to learn at a "presbytery-school" in Écully. There he learned 
math, history, geography and Latin. As his education had been 
disrupted by the French Revolution, he struggled in his studies, 
particularly with Latin, but worked hard to learn. 

In 1802, the Catholic Church was reestablished in France and 
religious freedom and peace spread throughout the country. 
Unfortunately, in 1809, John was drafted into Napoleon 
Bonaparte's armies. He had been studying as an ecclesiastical 
student, which was a protected title and would normally have 
excepted him from military services, but Napoleon had withdrawn 
the exemption in some dioceses as he required more soldiers. 
Two days into his service, John fell ill and required hospitalization. 
As his troop continued, he stopped in at a church where he 
prayed. There he met a young man who volunteered to return 
him to his group, but instead led him deep into the mountains 
where military deserters met. John lived with them for one year 
and two months. He used the name Jerome Vincent and opened 
a school for the nearby village of Les Noes' children. John 

remained in Les Noes and hid when gendarmes came in search of 
deserters until 1810, when deserters were granted amnesty. 

Now free, John returned to Écully and resumed his ecclesiastic 

studies. He attended a minor seminary, Abbe Balley, in 1812 and 
was eventually ordained a deacon in June 1815. He joined his 
heroes as a priest August 12, 1815 in the Couvent des Minimes 
de Grenoble. His first Mass was celebrated the next day, and he 
was appointed assistant to Balley in Écully. Three years later, 
when Balley passed away, Fr. John Vianney was appointed parish 
priest of the Ars parish. With help from Catherine Lassagne and 
Benedicta Lerdet, La Providence, a home for girls, was 
established in Ars. 

When he began his priestly duties, Fr. Vianney realized many 
were either ignorant or indifferent to religion as a result of the 
French Revolution. Many danced and drank on Sundays or 
worked in their fields. Fr. Vianney spent much time in the 
confessional and often delivered homilies against blasphemy and 
dancing. Finally, if parishioners did not give up dancing, he 
refused them absolution. He spent 11 to twelve hours each day 
working to reconcile people with God. In the summer months, he 
often worked 16-hour days and refused to retire. His fame 

spread, and people began to travel to him. Within thirty years, it 
is said he received up to 20,000 pilgrims each year. He was 
deeply devoted to St. Philomena and erected a chapel and shrine 
in her honor. When he later became deathly ill but miraculously 
recovered, he attributed his health to St. Philomena's intercession. 

By 1853, Fr. Vianney had attempted to run away from Ars four 
times, each attempt with the intention of becoming a monk but 
decided after the final time that it was not to be. Six years later, 
he passed away and left behind a legacy of faith and was viewed 
as the champion of the poor. On October 3, 1873, Pope Pius IX 
proclaimed Fr. Vianney as "venerable" and on January 8, 1905, 
Pope Pius X beatified him. St. John Vianney was canonized on 
May 31, 1925. His feast day was declared August 9 but it was 
changed twice before it fell to August 4. 

St. John Vianney would often say: "Private prayer is like straw 
scattered here and there: If you set it on fire, it makes a lot of 
little flames. But gather these straws into a bundle and light 
them, and you get a mighty fire, rising like a column into the sky; 
public prayer is like that." 
 

TRUMP, CLINTON, and RELIGION 

Now that the Republicans have nominated Donald Trump as their 
party’s presidential nominee, and it looks like the Democrats will 
soon nominate Hillary Clinton as their nominee, a look at their 
religious background seems in order. It may indicate how well 
they will fare with churchgoing voters, and especially the most 
committed Christians among them, this fall. 

One key factor in this area is generational. American religion has 
changed a lot over time, and both Trump and Clinton’s generation 
was a distinctive one in terms of what religion was like when they 
were growing up. Donald Trump is an “early” baby boomer. Like 
Bill Clinton and George W. Bush, Trump was born in 1946, the 
first year of the post-World War II baby boom. Clinton was born a 
year later in 1947. 

Trump, a local boy, grew up in New York City during an era when 
a higher fraction of Americans engaged in weekly religious 
observance than at any other time in modern American history. 
Trump is a graduate of the Wharton School of the University of 
Pennsylvania with a Bachelor of Science in economics. While 
attending college, Trump worked in his father Fred Trump’s real 
estate and construction firm. He assumed control of the business 
in 1973, later renaming it The Trump Organization. Trump’s 
parents were Presbyterians, and they and their five children 
attended Marble Collegiate Church in lower Manhattan. Donald 
Trump retained a connection to that church in his adult life. He 
and his first wife, Ivana, were married there in 1977. Though not 
currently an active member, Donald Trump has stated publicly 
that he considers Marble Collegiate to be his church. 



Hillary Clinton grew up in Chicago and the neighboring suburb of 
Park Ridge, Illinois. She attended Wellesley College, graduating 
in 1969, and earned a J.D from Yale Law School in 1973. After 
serving as a congressional legal counsel, she moved to Arkansas, 
marrying Bill Clinton in 1975. Clinton grew up in a Methodist 
household. She taught Methodist Sunday school like her mother, 
is a member of a Senate prayer group, and regularly attends the 
Foundry United Methodist Church in Washington. Hillary Clinton 
can be placed in the moderate to liberal wing of American 
Christianity, but she appears to share a number of attitudes with 
more conservative American Christians. Clinton's liberalism is a 
relative matter: she's more liberal than many in America, but she 
has a long way to go to support truly progressive stances when it 
comes to religious debates. 

The United Methodist Church is made up of both conservative 
and liberal congregations. The Foundry United Methodist Church 
in Washington, which Hillary Clinton regularly attends, describes 
itself as a "reconciling congregation." According to them, this 
means aside from not making any distinctions about race, 
ethnicity, or gender, they also invite "gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender persons to share our faith, our community life and our 
ministries." 

Trump’s Vice Presidential pick, Indiana Governor, Mike Pence, is 
an Evangelical Catholic; while, Clinton’s likely Vice Presidential 
pick, Virginia Senator, Tim Kaine, is a Roman Catholic. 

 

PRAY FOR MURDERED FRENCH PRIEST 
 

This past Tuesday, two men with knives entered a church in Saint
-Etienne-du-Rouvray, a working-class town in Normandy, France, 
during Mass and took a priest and several worshippers hostage. 
 

The attackers-- who identified themselves as representatives of 
the Islamic State--slit the throat of the priest, identified as     
Father Jacques Hamel, 85, before police killed the attackers.  
“The whole of France and all Catholics are wounded,” said    
Prime Minister Manuel Valls. “We will stand together.” 
 

Pope Francis said that he was "particularly troubled to learn that 
this act of violence took place in a church, during Mass, a liturgical 
act that implores of God his peace on earth," the Holy Father 
prayed that God would "inspire in all thoughts of reconciliation and 
fraternity in this new trial." 
 

Fr. Hamel was ordained on June 30, 1958. He joined the church 
at St.-Etienne-du-Rouvray in 2000 and assumed his role as the 
parish’s parochial vicar in 2005. 

 
 

POPE TELLS YOUTH TO SPREAD THEIR JOY 
On his first night in Krakow Pope Francis told WYD participants to 
spread the joy of their faith. “You must show your Christian joy, 
the joy the Lord gave you to be in the community who follows 
Jesus.” The pope told the thousands of youth not to be afraid, but 
to have faith and spread the joy that comes from following Christ. 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Banns of Marriage 

Delfino Diaz—Yeimi Perez 
 

50/50 DRAWING: The July 24 winners are: No. 128 & No. 264 @ $26 
 

 BIBLE STUDY-The Fall Semester class will begin 

September 6 and will be Church History. It will meet 

both at 1PM and 7:30PM in the green Family Life Center 

 SPANISH CHARISMATIC PRAYER MEETING takes 

place every Monday evening at 7PM. There will be a 

Spanish Charismatic Mass this Monday, August 1, beginning 

with prayer and praise at 7PM, followed by Mass at 7:30PM. 

 BAPTISM PREPARATION CLASS for  August will be 

held at 7PM on August 11 and 25 

 YOU DID IT FOR ME-Jean saw a flyer for a local Catholic 

Charities senior center in her hometown. She thought 

immediately of her mother, Joan, who was 90 years old and 

showing signs of dememtia. Yet despite short-term memory 

loss, Joan remained intelligent and eager for social 

engagement. It was a perfect solution for a difficult situation. 

Joan began attending the senior center two days a week and 

enjoyed taking care of things like cleaning and shopping. 

“There’s no way to express what it means to our family,” 

Jean said. Perhaps you know a senior that could benefit from 

attending such a Catholic Charities senior center We have 

one here in the Bronx. It is the St. Vincent de Paul Center. 

Transportation is available to and from the center. Contact 

the parish office at 718-829-3232 for more details on this 

wonderful multifunctional facility. 

 AMERICAN YOUTH FLOCKING TO POLAND-Six 

teens from St. Helena's Parish are among the more than 

40,000 Americans, including 85 bishops, who are taking part 

in World Youth Day, in Krakow, Poland. “The 40,000 

Americans registered represent the largest delegation of US 

pilgrims participating in a WYD outside of North America.” 

 CARNEGIE HALL GOSPEL CONCERT-Carnegie 

Hall’s 2016-17 season has been announced, and one of the 

concerts offered this season will be A Night of Inspiration a 

wonderful program of gospel music led by composer, music 

director and producer Ray Chew on Tues., Dec. 6 at 8PM. 

Tickets are now available to groups of 15 or more before the 

general public! We are wondering if there is enough interest 

in having a group go from the parish. Ticket prices are as 

follows: 
 

  $72.90 - Parquet 

 $72.90 (front) or $54.90 – Dress Circle 

 $30.50 – Dress Circle Obstructed View 

            $32.40 ($27 if paid for right away) – Balcony 

        $18 00– Balcony Obstructed View 
 

If you are interested in attending this Gospel Concert, please 

call the rectory at 718-892-3232 and let us know which 

ticket you would like to order, and as soon as we have 

requests for 15 tickets, we shall place the group order. 

 ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BECOMING A 

CATHOLIC, or are you an Adult Needing Communion, 

Confirmation, or the Convalidation of Your Marriage? 

Make an appointment with one of the parish priests by 

calling 718-892-3232. Leave your contact information, and a 

priest will get back to you to set up an appointment. 

OFFERING ENVELOPES 
 

Sunday, July 24, 2016                              $3,781.39 
 

Our weekly budget, (Nuestro presupuesto semanal es) $4,231.00 
 

Thank you to everyone for your generosity and for your support and 

for all that you do for St. Helena’s Parish and the Home Missions. 

Summer vacations are here, and we were shy of our weekly budget 

goal. Everyone is welcomed here at St. Helena. We are your spiritual 

home, and your support means a lot, and together, we are making a 

difference. 
 

Envelope users: Please enter  the amount of your  donation on the 

envelope in the space provided. This will be a big help to us when 

counting the collection. Also, it is usually not necessary to tape or 

staple the envelope closed. Your help is appreciated. 
 

Gracias a todos por su generosidad y por todo lo que hacen por esta 

Iglesia de St. Helena. 



 CONFIRMATION PHOTOS WITH THE BISHOP-May 

be picked up at the Rectory, Monday-Friday 9AM—4:30PM 

or by appointment. There is no cost for these photos.  
 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 AFRICA TO BE CONSECRATED TO THE DIVINE 

MERCY-The continent of Africa will be consecrated to the 

Divine Mercy on September 14, the Feast of the Exaltation 

of the Holy Cross and the Patronal Feast of St. Helena 

Parish. The consecration will take place during the Third 

Congress for Africa and Madagascar on Divine Mercy in 

Kigali, Rwanda. Pope Francis has named Cardinal Pasinya 

Laurent Monsengwo of the Democratic Republic of the 

Congo as his legate to the congress. 

 NYC BROADWAY WEEK TICKETS go on sale Aug.18. 

Talk about a hot ticket: Get 2-for-1 seats to riveting dramas, 

sidesplitting comedies and spectacular musicals during NYC 

Broadway Week (September 5-18.) They go on sale soon—

so see what's on stage and mark your calendar accordingly.  

 NATIONAL NIGHT OUT-America's Night Out Against 

Crime will take place on Tuesday, August 2 from 2-6PM at 

the Metropolitan Oval in Parkchester. 

 CASH FOR GUNS-Turn in an operable handgun, NO 

QUESTIONS ASKED, on Saturday, August 6. Receive a 

$200 pre-paid card for operable handguns and assault rifles 

and a $25 pre-paid card for operable rifles, shotguns, and 

airguns. Weapons may be brought to Fellowship Tabernacle 

Church of God in Christ at 1234B East Gun Hill Road or 

Evangelical Garifuna Church, 344 Brook Avenue from 

10AM to 4PM. Guns must be placed in plastic or paper bag 

or box. You may surrender as many guns as you wish 

 SCANLAN BOARD CHALLENGE-The Scanlan Board 

continues to challenge you to donate to the Annual Giving 

Campaign. The Board will match your donation - dollar for 

dollar - up to a total of $75,000. So far, it has matched 

$19,005. This challenge and your match will once again 

assure that they reach their goal and continue their mission 

of transforming the lives of the students through the Catholic 

values-based education of Monsignor Scanlan High School. 

You can mail your check to the Alumni Office, made 

payable to Monsignor Scanlan High School, 915 Hutchinson 

River Pkwy, Bronx, NY 10465 

 DOMINICAN COLLEGE INFORMATION SESSION-

concerning both Undergraduate and Graduate degrees as 

well as Undergraduate online programs will take place at the 

Hennessy Center, 470 Western Highway, Orangeburg, NY 

on Wednesday, August 10 from 5:30 - 7:30PM. Info about 

financial aid, grants, and scholarships will be available.  

 APARTMENT NEEDED-Within the Parkchester area. If 

you know of one that is available, please call the Rectory at 

718-892-3232. 

 FULL-TIME OR PART-TIME MAINTENANCE OR 

HANDYMAN JOB position wanted. Call 718-239-6994.  

 FREE ADULT EDUCATION CLASSES-Over 900 free 

day and night classes are available for adults 21 years and 

older in all five boroughs, including Spanish High School 

Equivalency. Proof of US residency IS NOT required. For 

more information, contact The Bronx Adult Learning Center, 

3450 E. Tremont Ave. 718-863-4057.  

 BEN HUR COMING IN AUGUST-Ben-Hur is an 

upcoming 2016 American historical epic action film directed 

by Timur Bekmambetov and written by Keith Clarke and 

John Ridley. It is based on the 1880 novel Ben Hur: A Tale 

of the Christ by Lew Wallace and has been termed a “ re-

adaptation”, “reimagining," and "new interpretation" of the 

novel. Prior film adaptations of the book include the 1925 

and the 1959 films of the same name. This film stars Jack 

Huston, Morgan Freeman, Toby Kebbel, Nazanin Boniadi, 

and Rodrigo Santoro. It is scheduled to be released on 

August 19 in North America. 

The film is about a nobleman, Judah Ben Hur (Jack Huston), 

who is falsely accused of an assassination attempt by his 

childhood friend and adoptive brother Messala (Toby 

Kebbell). He survives years of slavery under the Romans and 

attempts to get revenge by challenging his adoptive brother 

in a grand chariot race while being forever changed after a 

series of encounters with Jesus of Nazareth. Unlike earlier 

adaptations, Jesus has a prominent role in this version. 

Santoro received a personal blessing from Pope Francis in 

his role as Christ. 

 A MATTER OF CONSCIENCE is the third novel 

written by author Michael Gryboski. It is a modern retelling 

of the life of St. Thomas More, and its setting is inspired by 

the Empire State. The main character is a devout Catholic. 

His novel is available at Amazon.  

 BACKPACK GIVEAWAY-Hope for Us will host a 

backpack giveaway at three different locations for hundreds 

of children in the Bronx on August 13.You can donate: 

unused backpacks, unused school supplies, money, or gift 

cards. All donations are tax deductible. You can drop off 

your donations in the rectory by August 12. For more 

information, call Vera Acquah at 646-229-4256. 

 ADORATION CHAPEL-Holy Cross Parish, 620 Thieriot 

Avenue, has an Adoration Chapel, which is open Monday-

Friday from 10AM - 9PM. 

 
 

ANUNCIOS EN ESPANOL 
 El grupo carismático te invita a par ticipar  este lunes 1 de 

agosto a partir de las 7:00pm al Rosario Caminante; 

adoración al Santísimo, terminando con la Santa Misa a las 

7:30am. 

 Las clases de preparación para el sacramento del Bautismo 

correspondientes al mes de agosto serán los días jueves 11 y 

25 de agosto.  
 La comunidad de Santa Helena informa que seis 

adolescentes de nuestra parroquia, se encuentran entre los 

40,000 jóvenes de USA, incluyendo 85 obispos, los cuales 

están participando en la Jornada Mundial de la Juventud en 

Polonia; oremos por ellos.  

Please Pray for the Sick of our Parish 

Joanne Frances Bernadette Sanabria, Sylvia Carballo,  

Ruben Mercado, Mike Adorno, Catherine Holden, 

Carmelle and Nicole and Marie Denise Antoine,  

Indrowdi Sadu, Rosa Pena, Adam Mary, Brenda Jackson,  

Jennifer Alleyne, Carlos Negro, James Leunge,  

Carol Primak, Lucy Cannavacciuolo, Joan Ricci, 

Aaron Sylvester, Sean Gaffney, Peter Vaccaro, Gino Vaccaro,  

Veronica Gonzalez, Bertha Mero, Ronald Horne, Doris Waldropt 
 

Please Pray for the Deceased and their Grieving Families: 

Kimberly Curry, Msgr. James O’Connor, Eustaguia Mejias,  

Miguelina Otero, James Torres, Santos de Jesus Rivera,  

Baby Dominic Fateral Lane, Anita Moreno, Maria Porfil,  

Edward McGinness, Norma Murphy, Paul Bossion, Cruz Vurgos,  

Eladia Skerrett, Fr. Jacques Hamel, Msgr. John Woolsey 



 EL continente africano será consagrado a la Divina 

Misericordia el 14 de septiembre; en el día de la exaltación 

de la santa Cruz y del patrocinio de la Iglesia de Santa 

Helena, estamos muy contentos, y nos unimos en oración 

con ellos.   
 La fundación de Monseñor Scanlan te invita a contribuir en 

su campana anual de recaudación de fondos. La comitiva que 

representa la fundación realizara una contribución de un 

dólar por dólar de los fondos recaudados. La meta es recoger 

$75,000, hasta la fecha se han recaudado $19,005; tu ayuda 

es importante.  

 Se necesita Apartmento en el area de Parkchester  favor  

llamar al 718-892-3232 

 Clases para Adultos: mas de 900 clases gratuitas se 

imparten de dia y nochepara adultos. incluyendo clases para 

la preparacion del GED. para mas informacion favor 

comunicarse al Centro de Ensenanzas Para Adultos 3450 E 

Tremont AVE 718- 863- 4067 

 Se necesita empleador para trabajos de mantenimiento, 

favor de comunicarse al 718- 239- 6964 

 

BUEN DIA, HERMANOS: 
En el evangelio de hoy se puede apreciar que un hombre se 

acercó a Jesús pidiéndole que fuese el juez en el tema de herencia 

que se nos presenta. Sin duda aquella persona estaba pensando 

mal. Pensar que le privaban de lo que creía le correspondía en 

justicia. Jesús rechaza intervenir en aquel asunto de familia, pero 

utiliza está historia para llamar la atención de todos, y explicar la 

codicia del rico necio, y del peligro de ser ambicioso. Necio, es lo 

opuesto a sabio, es el eco de la primera lectura, se nos puede 

convertir en vanidad. El trabajo pierde su sentido, los bienes 

materiales se vuelven un obstáculo para nuestro crecimiento 

espiritual, si colocamos todas nuestras fuerzas y mente, en lo 

material.  
 

La fiebre de nuestro tiempo se llama consumismo. Atraviesa la 

lógica intima de la producción, nos hace seguidores de las 

distintas publicidades que nos espían por doquier y acaba por 

arrástranos a una necesidad de comprar aunque no lo necesite, 

incluso hay gente que lo usa como terapia para el stress. El 

cambio introducido masivo no sólo incide sobre el mundo 

económico, sino sobre lo cultural y, por tanto, alcanza a la 

configuración de un estilo de hombre, de vida y de relaciones 

sociales.  
 

La fe cristiana se ve afectada, en cuanto estilo de relacionarse con 

Dios y con los demás; de ver la realidad y de posesionarse ante 

ella, queda profundamente afectada por la revolución consumista. 

Dicen los teólogos que la sabiduría viene solamente de Dios. Es 

un don del Espíritu Santo, nos eleva a lo más alto y profundo, 

para poder contemplar a Dios y disfrutar de todas las cosas, desde 

Dios. Sin la mirada puesta en Jesucristo, nuestra vida no tiene 

sentido. La sabiduría de que nos habla el Señor, va unida a la 

caridad y misericordia. Mis queridos hermanos y hermanas 

debemos reconocer que bajo la misericordia del Padre, con su 

gracia, es que podemos emprender la lucha por despegarnos de 

este mundo lleno de codicias, y acumulación de bienes.  
      P. Jose Javier 

Mass Intentions 
SUNDAY, July 31, 2016-Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 7:30 All Souls 
 9:00 Reginald Culpepper 
 10:30 Joanne Savino’s Intentions 
 12:00 Migdalia Morales 
  Our Parishioners 
 1:30 In Thanksgiving for Favors 
 5:00 In Thanksgiving for Favors 
MONDAY, August 1, 2016-Feast of St. Alphonsus Liguori 
 6:50 Antonio Nicolas Santana 
 8:30 Joanne Savino’s Intentions 
 12:15 Fr. José Javier Venegas, Sch.P., for  
  Blessings and Thanksgiving for Father  
   Being With Us 
 7:30 In Thanksgiving for Favors 
TUESDAY, August 2, 2016-Feast of St. Eusebius of Verceli & 
   St. Peter Julian Eymard 
 6:50 William Blessington 
 8:30 Hughes Family and Mary Alice Hartnett 
 12:15 Fr. Jacques Hamel 
WEDNESDAY, August 3, 2016-Feast of St. Lydia 
 6:50 Grace and Jack G. Savino 
 8:30 Joanne Savino’s Intentions 
 12:15 In Thanksgiving for Favors 
 7:30 En accion de gracias 
THURSDAY, August 4, 2016-Feast of St. John Vianney 
 6:50 Andres Davila 
 8:30 Birthday-Augusto Arroyo (Intentions) 
 12:15 Tri-Monthly Memorial Mass 
FRIDAY, August 5, 2016-Feast of St. Addal 
 6:50 For All Priests-Living and Deceased 
 8:30 Joanne Savino’s Intentions 
 12:15 Parishioners at World Youth Day 
SATURDAY, August 6, 2016-Feast of the Transfiguration  
   of the Lord 
 6:50 Telma Anith and Family (Intentions) 
 8:30 Lanzetta Gabriel 
 12:15 In Thanksgiving for Favors 
 5:30 Hermine Vatter 
SUNDAY, Aug. 7, 2016-Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 7:30 Edward E. Pitta 
 9:00 Fr. Joseph J. O’Shea 
 10:30 Katherine Callaghan 
 12:00 Migdalia Morales 
 1:30 Philip E. Parker, Jr. 
 5:00 Our Parishioners 
 

Readings for the Week of July 31, 2016 
Sunday: Eccl 1:2; 2:21-23/Ps 90:3-6, 12-14, 17/Col 3:1-5, 9-11/Lk 12:13

-21 

Monday: Jer 28:1-17/Ps 119:29, 43, 79-80, 95, 102/Mt 14:13-21 

Tuesday: Jer 30:1-2, 12-15, 18-22/Ps 102:16-21, 29, 22-23/Mt 14:22-36 

or 15:1-2, 10-14 

Wednesday: Jer 31:1-7/Jer 31:10-13/Mt 15:21-28 

Thursday: Jer 31:31-34/Ps 51:12-15, 18-19/Mt 16:13-23 

Friday: Na 2:1, 3; 3:1-3, 6-7/Dt 32:35-36, 39, 41/Mt 16:24-28 

Saturday: Dn 7:9-10, 13-14/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 9/2 Pt 1:16-19/Lk 9:28b-36 

Next Sunday: Wis 18:6-9/Ps 33:1, 12, 18-22/Heb 11:1-2, 8-19 or 11:1-2, 
8-12/Lk 12:32-48 or 12:35-40 


