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A WORD FROM THE PASTOR: 
 

CHRISTIAN STATUES ARE NOT IDOLS 
One of the most frequently asked questions about the Church is 
the presence of statues, which some people feel is a violation of 
the First Commandment. So perhaps it is 
time to set the record straight. First, it's 
important to understand the difference 
between a statue of a saint and an idol, as 
so many people like to accuse Catholics of 
idol worship. 

An idol is something that someone 
believes to have power, something 
someone believes to be or to be inhabited 
by a god or goddess. Whereas, a statue is 
a work of art and is not worshipped. It 
depicts someone or something, a person, 
thing, or idea, held in high esteem. This is 
the case with the statues in the Catholic 
Church. They are statues of people who we hold in high esteem. 

The saints are people we venerate and can look up to as role 
models in the faith. Christians do not worship them any more than 
anyone worships their parents or their dog. Just about everyone 
has images of their family, friends, and pets, and these images are 
prominently displayed in people’s homes so they can be better 
remembered. Basically, it's the same with statues of the saints. 

Another important function statues serve is education. It was only 
in the past hundred years or so that literacy became common, 
especially as it became faster, easier, and cheaper to print books. 
But what does an illiterate person do in order to learn? He or she 
looks at pictures and statues depicting historic people and events. 
Statues and mosaics and icons and reliefs and stained glass 
windows have long served this important function. 

For the first 1600 years of Christianity, most people couldn't read 
or write. Every stained glass window and statue in medieval 
Churches told a story. Illiterate people could look at the stained 
glass pictures on the windows of the Churches and understand the 
story. So not only were the statues and paintings beautiful and 
reverent, but they were also very functional. They told the Bible 
story and the priest could point to them during his homilies. 
Statues and stained glass were, for them, teaching tools and 
reminders. If one walks around any classic sanctuary and sees the 
statues and each saint holding his symbol, the well trained 
Christian could learn the stories of all those saints, and pass them 
along to his children, even if he couldn't read. This also explains 
the classic format of the windows: a large central picture 
surrounded by a host of smaller vignettes. With proper 
explanation, one could learn the whole story of, say, John the 
Baptist, along with all the important tie-ins to the life of Christ. 
These were not false images to be worshiped, but reminders of 
the story of Salvation. 

Beautiful art such as a statue or a painting in a Catholic Church is 
used in the same way Evangelicals use beautiful music (which is 
also a form of art). People do not worship the art itself; rather, the 
art is a vehicle of expression to bring out an inner feeling - to 
honor and glorify God. Catholics worship Jesus through art just as 
faithful Evangelicals worship through music. This is not exalting 
foreign gods. It is reverencing the One True God. It makes no 
sense to hold disdain for visual art while having such respect for 
audio art (music). 

It is right to warn people against the sin of idolatry when they are 
committing it. But calling Catholics idolaters because they have 
images of Christ and the saints is based on misunderstanding or 
ignorance of what the Bible actually says about the purpose and 
uses (both good and bad) of statues. Some people will make the 
blanket statement, "God has forbidden the use of images in 
worship.” Yet if they were to search the scriptures (cf. John 5:39), 

they would find the opposite is true. God forbade the worship of 
statues, but he did not forbid the religious use of statues. Instead, 
he actually commanded their use in religious contexts. For 
example: "And you shall make two cherubim of gold [i.e., two gold 
statues of angels]; of hammered work shall you make them, on the 
two ends of the mercy seat. Make one cherub on the one end, and 
one cherub on the other end; of one piece of the mercy seat shall 
you make the cherubim on its two ends. The cherubim shall 
spread out their wings above, overshadowing the mercy seat with 
their wings, their faces one to another; toward the mercy seat shall 
the faces of the cherubim be" (Ex. 25:18–20). David gave 
Solomon the plan "for the altar of incense made of refined gold, 
and its weight; also his plan for the golden chariot of the cherubim 
that spread their wings and covered the ark of the covenant of the 
Lord. All this he made clear by the writing of the hand of the Lord 
concerning it all, all the work to be done according to the plan" (1 
Chr. 28:18–19). David’s plan for the temple, which the biblical 
author tells us was "by the writing of the hand of the Lord 
concerning it all," included statues of angels. Similarly Ezekiel 
41:17–18 describes graven (carved) images in the idealized 
temple he was shown in a vision, for he writes, "On the walls 
round about in the inner room and [on] the nave were carved 
likenesses of cherubim." 

The relationship of statues and Christianity is a rather healthy one. 
The Catechism of the Catholic Church, paragraph 2132, says this: 
“The Christian veneration of images is not contrary to the first 
commandment which proscribes idols. Indeed, “the honor 
rendered to an image passes to its prototype,” and “whoever 
venerates an image venerates the person portrayed in it.” The 
honor paid to sacred images is a “respectful veneration,” not the 
adoration due to God alone: Religious worship is not directed to 
images in themselves, considered as mere things, but under their 
distinctive aspect as images leading us on to God incarnate. The 
movement toward the image does not terminate in it as image, but 
tends toward that whose image it is.” 

Christianity emerged from Judaism, which itself rejected figurative 
religious art as being too much like idol worship (see Ex 20:3). 
However, in the Old Testament it is forbidden to eat pork, but in 
the New Testament the Lord says that all foods are clean, and he 
lifts this ban. Likewise, Catholics believe that when God revealed 
himself to mankind he lifted the ban on making visual 
representations of him. We think deep down most Christians 
understand this, otherwise they would not be able to go to any 
movies that have images of Jesus in them. Nor would they be able 
to have children's illustrated Bibles with pictures of Jesus. The 
Greek word "icon", means image. Jesus is the visible image of the 
unseen God. 

The early Christians thought a statue was a pagan object, but 
although they all agreed in hating statues, some did not feel so 
strongly about pictures. In fact, from the very beginning, 
Christianity has utilized figurative religious art, and Christian art 
slowly evolved from two-dimensional wall paintings and mosaics, 
to semi-three dimensional relief, to full rounded sculpture. The 
earliest known Christian churches, dating back to the first century, 
prominently displayed mosaics and images painted on walls. 
During the three hundred years of Roman persecution, the most 
common form of Christian art was tomb sculpture featuring reliefs 
on sarcophagi. At first no picture representing God or Jesus was 
allowed. The Christians used symbols, or signs, to represent 
Christ. One was the monogram which we call the chi-rho, which is 
made up of the first two letters of the Greek word for Christ. 
Another was a fish, because the Greek word for fish (ich thus) is 
made up of the first letters of the phrase "Jesus Christ, Son of 
God, Savior". A hand protruding from a cloud symbolized God the 
Father; a dove, the Holy Spirit; a vine, the Church; a mythical bird 
called a Phoenix, the Resurrection; and a peacock, the soul. 

By the end of the sixth century, Pope Gregory encouraged the use 
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of mural paintings, and finally full rounded sculptures began 
appearing in Medieval Christian Art in the eighth century at the 
court of King Charlemagne, as well as at the court of Emperors 
Otto I, II, III. While the sculptures started out small, soon, they 
became monumental in size and many of them were cast in 
bronze. In Ireland, statues emerged during the early 7th century, 
and Ireland developed its famous Celtic-style high cross sculpture. 

Although the saints are portrayed in statues, icons, paintings, and 
other media, they are not worshipped as God is. Rather, we 
venerate the saints, meaning that we honor them, give them 
respect, and show them devotion for what they have accomplished 
in their lives of faith. The Church sees saints as generally having 
five characteristics: exemplary model, extraordinary teacher, 
worker of wonders or source of benevolent power, intercessor, 
and possessor of a special and revelatory relation to the holy. In 
short, they invite us to see and relate to God anew. Thus, asking 
saints to intercede for us is not idol worship because they 
themselves are not the object of worship. We are asking for their 
help to make our case before God, just as you might have a friend 
advocate for you. 

Some critics have suggested that having statues in a church might 
not be so bad if people were not bowing or kneeling in front of 
them, which looks a lot like “worship.” After all, in Deuteronomy 
5:9, God said concerning idols, "You shall not bow down to them." 
Since many Catholics sometimes bow or kneel in front of statues 
of Jesus and the saints, some people confuse the legitimate 
veneration of a sacred image with the sin of idolatry. Though 
bowing can be used as a posture in worship, not all bowing is 
worship. In Japan, people show respect by bowing in greeting (the 
equivalent of the Western handshake). Similarly, a person can 
kneel before a king without worshipping him as a god. In the same 
way, a Catholic who may kneel in front of a statue while praying 
isn’t worshipping the statue or even praying to it, any more than 
the Protestant who kneels with a Bible in his hands when praying 
is worshipping the Bible or praying to it. 

The condemnation of art in the Bible speaks about something 
quite distinct from what we find in Catholic Churches. Catholics 
emphatically agree that it is an abomination to create and worship 
pieces of art that are intended to represent false gods, or that the 
art is a god itself. Catholics believe neither of these are true in the 
case of statues and art which simply remind us of the One True 
God. In the end, a statue is just a reminder - like a good "honk if 
you love Jesus" bumper sticker.         Fr. David 

 

ST. HELENA - Feast: August 18 

Saint Helena is distinguished in history as the woman led by God 
to find the True Cross of Jesus Christ’s 

crucifixion. She was the mother of 
Constantine the Great and was born around 
248 AD in Drepanum, which is located in 
modern day Turkey. 

She married Constantius Chorus, who 
would later became co-Regent of the 
Western part of the Roman Empire, but in 
order for that to happen, he had to divorce 
Helena and marry Theodora, the step-
daughter of the Emperor Maximinianus, but 
her son remained faithful to her, and 

following the death of Constantius Chlorus, Constantine succeeded 
him and summoned his mother to the imperial court and 
conferred on her the title of Augusta. He ordered that all honor 
should be paid to her as the mother of the sovereign, and he had 
coins struck bearing her effigy. 

She embraced Christianity following her son’s victory over 

Maxentius, and, according to Eusebius, she “became a devout 
servant of God,” and her influence helped Christianity spread 
throughout the empire. She had churches built over the sacred 
spots in Palestine, and at an advanced age, she undertook a 
journey to Palestine in the year 324 AD, once her son had become 
the sole emperor of the Roman Empire. During this journey, she 
had two special churches constructed, one in Bethlehem, near the 
Grotto of the Nativity, and the other on the Mount of the 
Ascension. She had great concern for the poor, financially 
assisting both individuals and entire communities. It was during 
this time that a legend, first recorded by Rufinus, began 
circulating about how she had “found” the true cross. 

There are several versions on how the cross is found. In some, 
Helena has a dream telling her where the cross is buried. In 
another tradition, the Ethiopian Coptic tradition still celebrated as 
Mesquel, she follows smoke from a bonfire to the site. 

However, in the version that received the most circulation and 
became popular in the Middle Ages, she asks the people of 
Jerusalem to tell her the location. When the Jewish leaders of the 
city are silent, she places one of them, a man named Judas, in a 
well until he agrees to show her the site. After seven days, he 
prays to God for guidance and reveals the location. Afterwards, 
Judas converts to Christianity, and takes the name Kyriakis, "he 
who belongs to the Lord.” 

Helena finds three crosses, nails, and the title under a pagan 
temple. To determine which is the right cross, a deathly sick girl is 
brought to the site. She is touched by all three crosses, but upon 
being touched by the True Cross, she is restored to health. 

St. Helena lived in a lavish house near the Lateran, and after her 
death, her residence was demolished, and the Church of the Holy 
Cross was built on that site. In 327 AD, Constantine changed the 
name of his mother’s hometown to Helanopolis. She was about 
eighty-two when she died in 330 AD, and her body was brought to 
Constantinople and laid to rest in the imperial vault of the Church 
of the Apostles. As the Muslims began advancing, her body was 
transferred to the Abbey of Hautvillers in Reims, France in 849 AD. 

St. Helena is the patron saint of difficult marriages, divorced 
people, converts, and archaeologists. Her Feast Day is August 18. 

 

FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BVM 
August 15 

The Primary Feast of Mary and 
The Second Infallible Declaration 

The Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary celebrates 
BOTH the happy departure of Mary from this life and the 
assumption of her body into heaven. Though not the oldest, it is 
considered the principal feast of the Blessed Virgin. 

Regarding the day, year, and manner of Our Lady’s death, nothing 
for certain is known. The earliest literary 
reference to the Assumption is found in 
the Greek work De Obitu S. Dominae. 
Early Christian writers have given dates for 
Mary’s death between three and fifteen 
years after Christ’s Ascension, and two 
cities claim to be the place of her 
departure: Jerusalem and Ephesus. 
Common consent favors Jerusalem, which 
claims to have preserved her tomb, but 
others argue for Ephesus because Mary 
would have gone there with St. John to 
whom the Lord gave the care of his 
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mother, and nothing seems to have been known about the 
Jerusalem location of Mary’s tomb for the first six centuries. 

The belief in the corporeal assumption of Mary is first found in 
the apocryphal treatise De Obitu S. Dominae, which although 
bearing the name of St. John, appears to have been written in 
the fourth or fifth century. It is also found in the book De Transitu 
Virginis and in a spurious letter attributed to St. Denis the 
Areopagite. Among the early Church fathers, it is mentioned in 
the sermons of St. John Damascene in the East, while in the 
West, St. Gregory of Tours is the first to mention it, followed by 
St. Jerome and St. Augustine. It is St. John of Damascus who first 
writes that Jerusalem was the city of her passing. St. Juvenal, 
Bishop of Jerusalem, at the Council of Chalcedon (451), made 
known to the Emperor Marcian that Mary died in the presence of 
all the Apostles, but that her tomb, when opened, upon the 
request of St. Thomas, was found empty; wherefrom the Apostles 
concluded that the body was taken up to heaven. 

Regarding the origin of the date of the feast, it is probably the 
anniversary of the dedication of some church rather than the 
actual anniversary of Our Lady’s death. We know from             
St. Theodosius that this feast was celebrated in August in 
Palestine before the year 500. However, in Egypt and Arabia, the 
feast was celebrated in January. The Emperor Maurice set   
August 15 as the date of the feast for the Greek Empire. In 
Rome, the Mass of the Blessed Virgin Mary on August 15 dates 
back to the sixth century, and at the time of Pope Sergius I 
(700), this feast was kept as a Holy Day of Obligation. Some of 
the Bavarian dioceses celebrate Sept. 23 as the “Fortieth Day of 
the Assumption” believing, according to the revelations of             
St. Elizabeth of Schonau and of St. Bertrand, that Mary was taken 
up to heaven on the fortieth day after her death. But the 

Brigantines celebrate the feast of the “Glorification of Mary” on 
August 30 since St. Brigit of Sweden says Mary was taken up into 
heaven fifteen days after her departure. 

By promulgating the Papal Bull Munificentissimus Deus on 
November 1, 1950, Pope Pius XII declared infallibly that the 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary was a dogma of the 
Catholic Faith. Likewise, the Second Vatican Council taught in the 
Dogmatic Constitution Lumen Gentium that “the Immaculate 
Virgin, preserved free from all stain of original sin, was taken up 
body and soul into heavenly glory, when her earthly life was over, 
and exalted by the Lord as Queen over all things.” This was only 
the second (and so far the last) time that a Papal Statement was 

pronounced infallibly. 

CHURCH IN LATIN AMERICA COLLECTION 
There is a special second collection for the Church in Latin 
America and the Caribbean this weekend, August 13-14. This 
year, we celebrate the important milestone of 50 years of 
solidarity with the Church in Latin America. The Church there 
faces many challenges. Often, there are too few priests and many 
communities there are too isolated. This summer, Br. Ricardo 
went with a group of Piarists and laypersons on our Piarist 
Province of the United States and Puerto Rico's annual Piarist 
Summer Mission to Macuspana, Mexico to train and support 
pastoral leaders and lay catechists in some of the more remote 
villages in Mexico. 
 

For the past 50 years, the United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops has helped 25 countries in Central and South America 
and the Caribbean to confront challenges to the faith. Every little 
bit counts, so please be as generous as possible to this collection. 
 

4th ANNUAL DAY OF REMEMBRANCE FOR  
ABORTED CHILDREN, SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 10  

AT 5:30PM MASS HERE AT ST. HELENA 

UPCOMING PARISH FEAST DAYS: 
Feast of the Assumption: This year, the Feast of the 
Assumption is NOT a Holy Day of Obligation, although the faithful 
are encouraged to attend Mass on that day The Feast falls on 
Monday, August 15. Masses on that day will be at 6:50AM, 
8:30AM, 12:15PM, and 7:30PM (bi-lingual.) 
 

The Feast of St. Helena, patroness of the parish, is Thursday, 
August 18. Masses will be on Wednesday, August 17 at 
7:30PM in Spanish and at 6:50AM, 8:30AM, and 12:15PM in 
English on Thursday, August 18. The relic of St. Helena is 
located in the main altar. We will venerate the Relic of the True 
Cross at all Masses that day. There is a Plenary Indulgence 
attached to attending Mass here at St. Helena on this feast day. 
 

The Feast of St. Joseph Calasanz, the founder of the Piarist 
Fathers, is Thursday, August 25. Masses will be on Wednesday, 
August 24 at 7:30PM in Spanish and at 6:50AM, 8:30AM, and 
12:15PM in English on Thursday, August 25. We will venerate 
the Relic of St. Joseph Calasanz at all Masses that day. Because 
the parish is staffed by Piarists, there is a Plenary Indulgence 
attached to attending Mass here at St. Helena on this feast day. 
 

The Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross, the Patronal Feast of 
the Parish, is Wednesday, September 14. Masses will be held at 
6:50AM, 8:30AM, 12:15PM, 4PM and 7:30PM (in Spanish.) We 
will venerate the Relic of the True Cross at all Masses on that 
day. There is a Plenary Indulgence attached to attending Mass 
here at St. Helena on the Patronal Feast Day. 
 

The Parish Sunday Celebration of the Exaltation of the Cross will 
take place during the 10:30AM Mass on Sunday, September 18. 
We will venerate the Relic of the True Cross during this Mass. 

 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES will begin on 

Wednesday, September 14, the Feast of the Exaltation of the 

Cross, with Mass at 4PM in the Church. Parents are also invited 

to attend this opening day celebration, which is also the Patronal 

Feast of the Parish. There will be Veneration of the Relic of the 

True Cross at all Masses on that day.  

 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Banns of Marriage 

I—Carlos Juarez—Merari Zarate 
 

50/50 DRAWING: The Aug. 7 winners are: No. 141 & No. 316 @ $21 
 

 BIBLE STUDY-The Fall Semester class will begin 

September 6 and will be Church History. It will meet 

both at 1PM and 7:30PM in the green Family Life Center 

 SPANISH CHARISMATIC PRAYER MEETING takes 

place every Monday evening at 7PM.. 

 BAPTISM PREPARATION CLASS for  August will be 

held at 7PM on August  25. 

 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION REGISTRATION for  the 

2016-2017 school year will begin this weekend, Aug. 13-14 

after all Masses except the 7:30AM and 9AM Sunday 

Masses. Registration will continue every weekend thereafter 

through September and will take place at the back of the 

church. You may also register for First Communion, 

Confirmation, RCIA or regular religious education classes 

with Fr. Richard at the rectory during the weekdays.  

 RESPECT LIFE MINISTRY-If you are interested in 

helping organize a Respect Life Ministry that would plan 

and organize Respect Life activities here at St. Helena's, call 

the parish office and leave your contact information. 



 PARISH FLEA MARKET-will take place on Sunday, 

August 21 from 10AM - 3PM in the green Family Life 

Center. We have a lot of baby items available. 

 A SECOND BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP will 

begin at St. Helena's starting Saturday, September 10, 2016. 

The group is intended for those who are grieving the loss of 

a loved one or dear friend. There will be two introductory 

sessions, one in English at 11AM and another in Spanish at 

2PM, both in the green Family Life Center . For  more 

information please contact: Jessica Perez at 

jeniperez_s@yahoo.com or  Stephanie Colon at 

srcolon@gmail.com or  917-504-4455. 

 CARNEGIE HALL GOSPEL CONCERT-Carnegie 

Hall’s 2016-17 season has been announced, and one of the 

concerts offered this season will be A Night of Inspiration a 

wonderful program of gospel music led by composer, music 

director and producer Ray Chew on Tues., Dec. 6 at 8PM. 

Tickets are now available to groups of 15 or more before the 

general public! We are wondering if there is enough interest 

in having a group go from the parish. Ticket prices are as 

follows: 
 

  $72.90 - Parquet 

 $72.90 (front) or $54.90 – Dress Circle 

 $30.50 – Dress Circle Obstructed View 

            $32.40 ($27 if paid for right away) – Balcony 

        $18 00– Balcony Obstructed View 
 

If you are interested in attending this Gospel Concert, please 

call the rectory at 718-892-3232 and let us know which 

ticket you would like to order, and as soon as we have 

requests for 15 tickets, we shall place the group order. 

 ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BECOMING A 

CATHOLIC, or are you an Adult Needing Communion, 

Confirmation, or the Convalidation of Your Marriage? 

Make an appointment with one of the parish priests by 

calling 718-892-3232. Leave your contact information, and a 

priest will get back to you to set up an appointment. 

 WEDDING DRESS AVAILABLE-If you are a full-figured 

woman who is planning to get married, and you are in need 

of a wedding dress, please call the rectory at 718-892-3232, 

and we may have a solution to your need.  

 

ST HELENA SCHOOL NEWS 
 ALUMNUS PUBLISHES NEW BOOK-St. Helena’s 

alumni do some pretty amazing things. For example,          

St. Helena's alumnus, class of 1969, Edward Moser, has 

recently published a new book on the history of the U.S. 

Presidents entitled The Two-Term Jinx!: Why Most Second-

Term Presidents Stumble, & How Some Succeed. Vol. 1 

covers presidents George Washington-Theodore Roosevelt 

and is available through Amazon. 

 FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL IS SEPTEMBER 8th-Our first 

day of school for students for the new academic year is a full 

day on Thursday, Sept 8th. We hope to get the new school 

website up and running in mid to late August. 

 
COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 THE ITALIAN APOSTOLATE OF THE 

ARCHDIOCESE OF NEW YORK invites you to save the 

date for the 2016 Columbus Day Mass and Parade at           

St. Patrick’s Cathedral on Monday, October 10 at 9:30AM.  

 YOU DID IT FOR ME-Perhaps you know a senior that 

could benefit from attending a Catholic Charities senior 

center We have one here in the Bronx. It is the St. Vincent 

de Paul Center. Transportation is available to and from the 

center. Contact the parish office at 718-829-3232 for more 

details on this wonderful multifunctional facility. 

 NYC BROADWAY WEEK TICKETS go on sale Aug.18. 

Talk about a hot ticket: Get 2-for-1 seats to riveting dramas, 

sidesplitting comedies and spectacular musicals during NYC 

Broadway Week (September 5-18.) They go on sale soon—

so see what's on stage and mark your calendar accordingly.  

 THREE SUMMER RELIGION CLASSES will take 

place in August. The first is: Religion Teaching Skills on 

Saturday, August 13 from 9AM-5PM at Our  Lady of Mt. 

Carmel (2380 Belmont Ave, Bronx.) The second is: 

Celebration of Christian Mysteries on Saturday, August 13 

from 9AM-5PM at St. Philip Ner i Par ish Hall (3025 

Grand Concourse, Bronx.) The third is: Prayer and 

Spirituality on Saturday, August 20 from 9AM - 4PM, also 

at St. Philip Neri Parish Hall. Registration is required, and to 

register for any of these three courses, go to 

Bronx@nyfaithformation.org People must be present for  

the entire day in order to receive credit for having taken the 

course.  

 ADORATION CHAPEL-Holy Cross Parish, 620 Thieriot 

Avenue, has an Adoration Chapel, which is open Monday-

Friday from 10AM - 9PM. 

 BEN HUR COMING AUGUST 19-Ben-Hur is an upcoming 

2016 American historical epic action film based on the 1880 

novel Ben Hur: A Tale of the Christ by Lew Wallace and has 

been termed a “re-adaptation,” “reimagining,” and “new 

interpretation” of the novel. It is scheduled to be released on 

August 19 in North America. 

The film is about a nobleman, Judah Ben Hur (Jack Huston), 

who is falsely accused of an assassination attempt by his 

childhood friend and adoptive brother Messala (Toby 

Kebbell). He survives years of slavery under the Romans and 

attempts to get revenge by challenging his adoptive brother 

in a grand chariot race while being forever changed after a 

series of encounters with Jesus of Nazareth. Unlike earlier 

adaptations, Jesus has a prominent role in this version. 

Santoro received a personal blessing from Pope Francis in 

his role as Christ. 

 BACKPACK GIVEAWAY-Hope for Us will host a 

backpack giveaway at three different locations for hundreds 

of children in the Bronx on August 13.You can donate: 

unused backpacks, unused school supplies, money, or gift 

cards. All donations are tax deductible. You can drop off 

your donations in the rectory by August 12. For more 

information, call Vera Acquah at 646-229-4256. 

 

OFFERING ENVELOPES 
 

Sunday, August 7, 2016                              $3,831.19 
 

Our weekly budget, (Nuestro presupuesto semanal es) $4,231.00 
 

Thank you to everyone for your generosity and for your support and 

for all that you do for St. Helena’s Parish and the Home Missions. 

We understand it is the middle of Summer, which is why we were 

shy of our weekly budget goal. Everyone is welcomed here at St. 

Helena. We are your spiritual home, and your support means a lot, 

and together, we are making a difference. 
 

 

Gracias a todos por su generosidad y por todo lo que hacen por esta 

Iglesia de St. Helena. 



 BERNARD WOOD was born in Har lem in 1950 and 

attended St. Aloysius Church and later studied accounting at 

John Jay College. He was a partner in Bernie’s Sweet Shop 

on Third Avenue in the Bronx. He was also a wholesaler of 

men and women’s clothing, and he took over his father’s taxi 

cab business. He married Barbara Ann Barker in 1980, and 

he was an active parishioner at St. Helena. In 1981, he 

started his career with the New York City Transit Authority, 

from which he retired in 2007 and then worked as a Bus 

Operator for the New York City School Bus Company until 

it closed in 2014. He had a son and two daughters, and three 

grandchildren. After a brief illness, he went home to the 

Lord on August 1, 2016. May he rest in peace. 

 APARTMENT NEEDED-Within the Parkchester area. If 

you know of one that is available, please call the Rectory at 

718-892-3232. 

 FULL-TIME OR PART-TIME MAINTENANCE OR 

HANDYMAN JOB position wanted. Call 718-239-6994.  
 
 

ANUNCIOS EN ESPANOL 
 

Fiesta de la Asunción del Señor  lunes 15 de agosto.  

Horarios de Misas: be at 6:50AM, 8:30AM, 12:15PM and 

7:30PM (bi-lingual.) 
 

Fiesta Patronal de Santa Helena. Horario de Misas miércoles 

17 de agosto a las 7:30 pm en español  

Jueves 18 de agosto 6:50AM, 8:30AM, and  

12:15PM en Ingles 
 

Fiesta de San José De Calasanz fundador de los Padres 

Escolapios. Misa el día miércoles 24 de agosto a las 7:30pm en 

español. Jueves 25 de agosto 6:50AM, 8:30AM, and 12:15PM 

misas en Ingles 

 Las registraciones para clases de CCD de 2016-2017 

comienzan en agosto 13-14. Después de cada misa 

dominical, comenzando a las 10:30pm . Las registraciones 

serán hasta el mes de septiembre; para más información 

comunicarse con la rectoría cualquier día de la semana o con 

el P. Richard. 
 Clases de Estudio Bíblico: “Histor ia de la Iglesia” se 

impartirán en Ingles a partir del 6 de septiembre, en dos 

secciones a la 1:00pm y 7:30pm en la Casa Verde. 
 El grupo carismático te invita a par ticipar  este lunes 1 de 

agosto a partir de las 7:00pm al Rosario Caminante; 

adoración al Santísimo, terminando con la Santa Misa a las 

7:30am. 

 Las clases de preparación para el sacramento del 

Bautismo cor respondientes al mes de agosto serán los 

días jueves 25 de agosto.  

 La Escuela Elemental de Santa Helena informa que el 

primer día de clase para el curso escolar 2016- 2017 empieza el 

jueves 8 de septiembre. Más información estará disponible en 

la página oficial de la Escuela.  
 La Parroquia de Santa Helena iniciará un grupo de 

apoyo para todas aquellas personas que han perdido un 

amigo o ser querido. Sábado 10 de septiembre, 2016 en la 

Casa Verde. Favor contactar a: Jessica Pérez al 

jeniperez_s@yahoo.com o Stephanie Colon al 

srcolon@gmail.com 
 Si estas interesado en formar parte de un grupo cuya 

finalidad es el Respeto a la Vida y prepararte para dicho 

ministerio. Favor dejar tu información en la Rectoría.  

 El próximo Flea Marquet se realizara el domingo 21 de 

agosto de 10:00am – 3:00pm en la casa verde. Ven y apoya 

a nuestra Iglesia. Accesorios para bebes estaraán a la venta.  

 La Comunidad Italiana de la Arquidiócesis de NY te 

invita a celebrar la misa y desfile en la Catedral del San 

Patricio con motivo del Descubrimiento de América, 10 de 

octubre a partir de las 9:30am. Para registrarse y obtener las 

entradas para ambos eventos tienen que hacerlo vía:http://

archny2016columbus.eventbrite.com. Email 

ColumbusDay@archny.org 

 El Centro de San Vicente de Paul del Bronx ofrece 

transportación para aquellas personas adultas que lo 

necesiten. Favor llamar a la oficina de la Parroquia para más 

información al 718- 829-3232  
 Concierto de música Góspel en el Auditor io Carnegie el 

día martes 6 de diciembre a partir de las 8pm: Las entradas 

varían entre:$72.90 (al frente) hasta $18 00. Interesados 

llamar a la rectoría de la parroquia 718-892-3232.  

 Variedad de vestidos para novias: Interesadas favor  

llamar a la rectoría 718-892-3232.  

 EL continente africano será consagrado a la Divina 

Misericordia el 14 de septiembre; en el día de la exaltación 

de la santa Cruz y del patrocinio de la Iglesia de Santa 

Helena, estamos muy contentos, y nos unimos en oración 

con ellos. 
 Se necesita Apartmento en el area de Parkchester  favor  

llamar al 718-892-3232 

 Clases para Adultos: mas de 900 clases gratuitas se 

imparten de dia y nochepara adultos. incluyendo clases para 

la preparacion del GED. para mas informacion favor 

comunicarse al Centro de Ensenanzas Para Adultos 3450 E 

Tremont Ave 718-863-4057 

 Se necesita empleador para trabajos de mantenimiento, 

favor de comunicarse al 718-239-6964 
 

BUEN DIA, HERMANOS: 
Papa Francisco: "El perdón de Dios no conoce límites" 

El mundo necesita el perdón; demasiadas personas viven 

encerradas en el rencor e incuban el odio, porque, incapaces de 

perdonar, arruinan su propia vida y la de los demás, en lugar de 

encontrar la alegría de la serenidad y de la paz. Lo ha asegurado 

el papa Francisco, en una profunda meditación sobre la capacidad 

de perdonar y dejarse perdonar por Dios, en su visita a Asís este 

4 de agosto por la tarde. 

Y es que el Santo Padre ha viajado por segunda vez hasta la 

ciudad del santo del que tomó nombre como Pontífice. En esta 

ocasión, el viaje se ha realizado con motivo del VIII Centenario 

del Perdón de Asís. El Papa ha llegado a la ciudad de san 

Please Pray for the Sick of our Parish 

Joanne Frances Bernadette Sanabria, Sylvia Carballo,  

Ruben Mercado, Mike Adorno, Catherine Holden, 

Carmelle and Nicole Antoine, Indrowdi Sadu, Rosa Pena,  

Adam Mary, Brenda Jackson, James Leunge,  

Carol Primak, Lucy Cannavacciuolo, Joan Ricci, 

Aaron Sylvester, Sean Gaffney, Peter Vaccaro, Gino Vaccaro,  

Veronica Gonzalez, Bertha Mero, Ronald Horne, Doris Waldropt, 

Lorelei Williams, Milagro Vasquez 
 

Please Pray for the Deceased and their Grieving Families: 

Marie Denise Antoine, Marco Ramos, Theodore Tirado 

Br. Donald Kelly, Bernard Wood, Livorio Cortes, Carmen Lopez 

mailto:srcolon@gmail.com


Francisco a las 16.00 en helicóptero y se ha dirigido a la basílica 

de Santa María de los Ángeles. Allí, ha ido directamente a la 

Porciúncula y se ha recogido en oración silenciosa. 

En su meditación centrada en el perdón, el Santo Padre ha 

querido recordar las palabras que, según la antigua tradición, san 

Francisco pronunció justamente en ese lugar ante todo el pueblo 

y los obispos: «Quiero enviaros a todos al paraíso». 

Al respecto ha recordado que el paraíso es “ese misterio de amor 

que nos une por siempre con Dios para contemplarlo sin fin”. 

Jamás estamos solos cuando vivimos la fe, “nos hacen compañía 

los santos y los beatos, y también las personas queridas que han 

vivido con sencillez y alegría la fe, y la han testimoniado con su 

vida”, ha explicado el Santo Padre. 

Por otro lado, ha asegurado que la vía maestra que se debe 

recorrer para lograr ese puesto en el paraíso es “el perdón”. Y en 

el Porciúncula, “todo habla de perdón”. Así, el papa Francisco ha 

asegurado que el Señor nos ha hecho un gran regalo 

“enseñándonos a perdonar para experimentar en carne propia la 

misericordia del Padre”. 

Además, ha recordado que debemos perdonar a una persona que 

nos ha hecho mal “porque nosotros somos los primeros que 

hemos sido perdonados, e infinitamente más”. Sabemos bien –ha 

recordado Francisco– que estamos llenos de defectos y recaemos 

frecuentemente en los mismos pecados. Sin embargo, “Dios no se 

cansa de ofrecer siempre su perdón cada vez que se lo pedimos”, 

ha precisado. 

Y este es un “perdón pleno”, que nos da la certeza de que “Él 

tiene piedad de nosotros y no deja de amarnos”. Nuestro Padre –

ha insistido– se apiada siempre cuando estamos arrepentidos, y 

nos manda a casa con el corazón tranquilo y sereno, diciéndonos 

que nos ha liberado y perdonado todo. 

El Papa ha subrayado que “el perdón de Dios no conoce límites; 

va más allá de nuestra imaginación y alcanza a quien reconoce, 

en el íntimo del corazón, haberse equivocado y quiere volver a 

Él”. Dios, ha añadido, mira el corazón que pide ser perdonado. 

Por otro lado, ha observado que el problema surge “cuando 

nosotros nos ponemos a confrontarnos con nuestro hermano que 

nos ha hecho una pequeña injusticia”. Y ha advertido de que 

“cuando estamos nosotros en deuda con los demás, pretendemos 

la misericordia”; en cambio cuando estamos en crédito, 

“invocamos la justicia”. Este no puede ser el estilo de vida de los 

cristianos, ha asegurado. 

Por esta razón, el Santo Padre ha asegurado que “limitarnos a lo 

justo, no nos mostraría como discípulos de Cristo, que han 

obtenido misericordia a los pies de la cruz sólo en virtud del 

amor del Hijo de Dios”. 

Al finalizar la meditación, el Santo Padre ha invitado a los frailes 

y obispos presentes a ir a los confesionarios “para estar a 

disposición del perdón”. “Yo también iré”, ha anunciado por 

sorpresa, ya que no estaba previsto que el Papa confesara tras la 

meditación. Mientras el Papa confesaba, los fieles presentes en la 

Basílica rezaban el rosario, animados por los cantos del coro. El 

Santo Padre ha estado confesando durante casi una hora a 19 

personas: una franciscano, dos sacerdotes, 4 scout, una señora en 

silla de ruedas y 11 voluntarios del servicio de la Basílica. 

Después se ha dirigido a la enfermería del Convento donde ha 

saludado a unos diez religiosos enfermos con sus cuidadores. 

Finalmente ha salido a la plaza de la Basílica y ha saludado a los 

fieles allí reunidos. 

Mass Intentions 
SUNDAY, Aug. 14, 2016-Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 7:30 Reena and Reji Family (Intentions) 
 9:00 Edward Rafael Salgado Jr. 
 10:30 Carol McClafferty 
 12:00 Julio Medina 
  Migdalia Morales 
  Christopher Arce Gonzalez 
 1:30 Margie Pizarro (First Anniversary) 
 5:00 Xavier Francis and Family (Intentions) 
  Our Parishioners 
MONDAY, August 15, 2016-Assumption of the  
    Blessed Virgin Mary 
 6:50 Julieta Arroyo 
  Sick of St. Helena’s Parish 
 8:30 Reena and Reji Family (Intentions) 
 12:15 Ralph A. Cerbone Jr. 
 7:30 Telma Anith and Family (Intentions) 
TUESDAY, August 16, 2016-Feast of St. Stephen 
 6:50 Telma Anith and Family (Intentions) 
 8:30 Reena and Reji Family (Intentions) 
 12:15 Michael Guido 

WEDNESDAY, Aug. 17, 2016-Feast of St. Clare of Montefalco 
 6:50 Telma Anith and Family (Intentions) 
 8:30 Reena and Reji Family (Intentions) 
 12:15 Xavier Francis and Meera Family (Intentions) 
 7:30 Father Jose Garavito 
THURSDAY, Aug. 18, 2016-Feast of St. Helena  
    (Patroness of our Parish) 
 6:50 Telma Anith and Family (Intentions) 
 8:30 Reena and Reji Family (Intentions) 
 12:15 Winifred E. Sullivan 
FRIDAY, August 19, 2016-Feast of St. John Eudes 
 6:50 Joseph and Matilda Carty 
 8:30 Reena and Reji Family (Intentions 
 12:15 Xavier Francis and Meera Family (Intentions) 
  Lorraine Hintze (Healing Intentions) 
SATURDAY, August 20, 2016-Feast of St. Bernard 
 6:50 Telma Anith and Family (Intentions) 
 8:30 Xavier Francis and Meera Family (Intentions) 
 12:15 Reena and Reji Family (Intentions) 
 5:30 Souls in Purgatory 
SUNDAY, Aug. 21, 2016-Twenty-First Sun. in Ordinary Time 
 7:30 Ana Maria Romero Pernas 
 9:00 Catherine Blessington 
 10:30 Joseph Diallo 
  Abraham Sanabria 
  Our Parishioners 
 12:00 Intentions of Guadalupe Osorio (Birthday) 
  Migdalia Morales 
  Nurys Medina 
  Louisa Mendoza 
  Roojelio Ernesto Flores and  
  Intentions of Daniel and Marlon Flores 
 1:30 Officer Edwin Vincent Churchill, NYPD 
 5:00 Albert and Sara Echevarria 

Readings for the Week of August 14, 2016 

Sunday: Jer 38:4-6, 8-10/Ps 40:2-4, 18/Heb 12:1-4/Lk 12:49-53 

Monday: Vigil: 1 Chr 15:3-4, 15-16; 16:1-2/Ps 132:6-7, 9-10, 13-14/1 

Cor 15:54b-57/Lk 11:27-28 

Day: Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Ps 45:10-12, 16/1 Cor 15:20-27/Lk 1:39-

56 

Tuesday: Ez 28:1-10/Dt 32:26-28, 30, 35-36/Mt 19:23-30 

Wednesday: Ez 34:1-11/Ps 23:1-6/Mt 20:1-16 

Thursday: Ez 36:23-28/Ps 51:12-15, 18-19/Mt 22:1-14 

Friday: Ez 37:1-14/Ps 107:2-9/Mt 22:34-40 

Saturday: Ez 43:1-7a/Ps 85:9-14/Mt 23:1-12 

Next Sunday: Is 66:18-21/Ps 117:1-2/Heb 12:5-7, 11-13/Lk 13:22-30 


