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A WORD FROM THE PASTOR: 
 

WHAT IS GOD’S NAME? 
People have long wondered about the name of God. The Hebrew 
word Elohim, which literally means 'mighty ones,' is used for God 
in the Old Testament more than 2,000 times. The first time this 
word is used in the Bible is in Genesis: "Then God (Elohim) said, 
'Let Us make man in Our image. . ." (Genesis 1:26) 

However, the root word "El" used to compose the word Elohim 
was also used in reference to the sky god and other false gods 
worshipped by the peoples that were Israel’s neighbors. 
Discoveries made at the Canaanite city of Ugarit show this to be a 
fact. In the Old Testament, "Elohim" is used at least 240 times to 
refer to pagan deities, with variations of the word such as "El" (15 
times) and "Eloah" (5 times) also used. 

God told Moses that Abraham called upon him using a term 
different from the one Moses was familiar with: "I am the LORD 
(YHVH). I appeared to Abraham . . . as God Almighty (Hebrew:   
El Shaddai), but by My name LORD (YHVH) I was not        
known . . ." (Exodus 6:2 - 3) God said He appeared to Abraham 
and the fathers as El Shaddai and not as YHVH. 

Earlier, Moses had asked God how is he to respond to the people 
in bondage when they ask about the name and authority of the 
one for whom Moses speaks of their promised freedom. (Ex. 3:13) 
God first answered: “ֶאְהיֶה ֲאֶשר ֶאְהיֶה .” This phrase  ֶאְהיֶה ֲאֶשר ֶאְהיֶה
can be either translated as “I am  )ֶאְהיֶה(that who/what  )ֲאֶשר(I am 

” )ֶאְהיֶה( or “I will be  )ֶאְהיֶה(who/what I will be )ֶאְהיֶה( .” But after this 
God added one more instruction. He said to Moses: tell them 
“YHWH  ,)יְהוָה(the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath sent me unto you; this is 
My name for ever, and this is My memorial unto all generations”. 

Now, there are many arguments supporting the doctrine that, like 
a unique key, God is reachable only through a special name 
whose spelling or pronunciation is correct, and one of the most 
popular set of references used revolve around what is known as 
the Tetragammaton. The Tetragammaton is composed of four 
consonants, usually YHWH, that are used in the Hebrew language 
to refer to the Creator of all things. No one doubts that YHWH 
 is the Covenantal Name of Israel’s God. However, it is not)יְהוָה( 
known how to pronounce this Great Name of God, since the 
Ancient Hebrew did not use vowels, but only consonants (vowels 
as you see in the Hebrew texts used here were invented much 
later). 

There is also another reason as to why most Jews believe that 
people ought to greatly revere, but not pronounce this great name. 
The reason is simple: It is too holy and can be easily taken in vain. 
                 Fr. David 

The Family That Prays Together Stays Together 

Every now and then here at St. Helena someone puts a special 
prayer intention in the collection basket. Recently, a child put this 
intention in the basket: 

hi god. I was hoping if you can make me a wish. I want my 
family and me can live together. XXX P.S. My family love you. 

It has been said that, “the family that prays together, stays 
together.” This slogan was adopted by Father Patrick Peyton and 
the Roman Catholic Family Rosary Crusade. Research shows that 
the old slogan actually has a great deal of truth. Retrouvaille 
International, a highly-respected marriage-support organization, 
cites a study which indicates that the divorce rate for couples who 
attend church regularly and pray on a daily basis account for less 
than one divorce in every 1105 marriages (Source: 
coupleprayer.org). Does this prove that praying families stay 
together? No, but it certainly shows that low divorce rates and 
praying families correlate. And this shouldn’t surprise us. Families 
that pray together must then spend time together, quality time at 
that, which is essential for the dynamic of any family. 

Praying together, as a Church, as a parish community, or as a 
family, is a great practice for keeping the family together and 
keeping the whole family focused on God in their lives. It is 
ultimately the goal of parents to see to it that the family prays 
together, but it’s not always that easy. Making sure your family 
prays together takes effort and time. Here are some tips for 
helping your family pray together, and therefore stay together as 
well: 

Pray at meals, Attend Sunday Mass Together, Read Bible Stories 
Together, Watch Positive Faith-Content Programming Together 
and then discuss and pray over what you have learned, and finally 
Perform Some Service Ministry As a Family, for St. Benedict tells 
us that our work and our service for others is a powerful form of 
prayer. 

These are just a few simple ideas on how to practice praying 
together as a family. The family unit is the foundation of society, 
and one of the saddest events to witness is the destruction of a 
family. Praying together has probably kept families together for 
years and will continue to for years as well. No child should ever 
have to write the above petition. Let us pray for that family and for 
all of our families here at St. Helena’s. Remember our patroness, 
St. Helena, is the patron saint of difficult marriages. 

 

THE PASSION OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST - 
Feast August 29 

The Church, having celebrated the earthly birthday of St. John the 
Baptist on June 24, today honors the anniversary of his 
martyrdom. Besides our Lord and our Lady, 
St. John the Baptist is the only one whose 
birth and death are thus celebrated. 
Today's Gospel relates the circumstances of 
his execution. He had the courage to blame 
Herod to his face for the scandal of his 
illegal union with his sister-in-law Herodias, 
whose husband was still alive. Herodias 
contrived to make Herod imprison him and 
took advantage of an unexpected 
opportunity to obtain through her daughter 
Salome the beheading of the saint. 

Since the fourth century, the Church has commemorated the 
martyrdom of Christ's cousin and precursor. According to the 
Roman Martyrology, this day marks "the second finding of his 
most venerable head." The body of the saint was buried in 
Samaria. In the year 362, pagans desecrated the grave and 
burned his remains. Only a small portion of his relics were able to 
be saved by monks and sent to St. Athanasius at Alexandria. The 
head of the saint is venerated at various places. The head in the 

Church of St. Sylvester in Rome we now believe belongs to a 
martyr-priest named John. Also, in the Dominican church at 
Breslau the Baptist's head is honored. 

There is no doubt that blessed John suffered imprisonment and 
chains as a witness to our Redeemer, whose forerunner he was, 
and gave his life for him. His persecutor had demanded not that 
he should deny Christ, but only that he should keep silent about 
the truth. Nevertheless, he died for Christ. Does Christ not say: "I 
am the truth"? Therefore, because John shed his blood for the 
truth, he surely died for Christ. 

According to the Roman martyrology, “Through his birth, 
preaching and baptizing, he bore witness to the coming birth, 
preaching and baptism of Christ, and by his own suffering he 
showed that Christ also would suffer. Such was the quality and 

strength of the man who accepted the end of this present life by 
shedding his blood after a long imprisonment. He preached the 
freedom of heavenly peace, yet was thrown into irons by ungodly 
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men. He was locked away in the darkness of prison, though he 
came bearing witness to the Light of life and deserved to be called 
a bright and shining lamp by that Light itself, which is Christ. To 
endure temporal agonies for the sake of the truth was not a heavy 
burden for such men as John; rather it was easily borne and even 
desirable, for he knew eternal joy would be his reward.” 

Since death was ever near at hand, such men considered it a 
blessing to embrace it and thus gain the reward of eternal life by 
acknowledging Christ's name. Hence the apostle Paul rightly says: 
"You have been granted the privilege not only to believe in Christ 
but also to suffer for his sake." He tells us why it is Christ's gift 
that his chosen ones should suffer for him: "The sufferings of this 
present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is 
to be revealed in us." 
 

Let's Make a Difference Together on 9/11 
 

September 11 is now a federally recognized National Day of 
Service and Remembrance. In observance of this year's 15th 
anniversary of 9/11, we’d like to invite you to join more than 2,000 
other New Yorkers to help pack more than half a million meals in 
NYC for families, seniors and veterans in need. No special skills 
are required. All you have to do is show up on time, ready to make 
a difference. 

WHEN: Sunday, September 11, 2016, All Day Beginning at 
7:00 AM (You'll select a two-hour shift) 

WHERE: Basketball City, Pier 36, Manhattan (East side) 

This event is FREE! All volunteers will work for approximately two-
hours. The first two-hour shift begins at 7:00 AM. When you click 
REGISTER, you’ll be taken to a page where you can select your 
desired shift. 

If you have questions or need additional information, please 
contact 9/11 Day at info@911day.org. Also please remember later 
to share your good deed via social media and visit our website at 
911day.org for updates, parents and teacher guides, and 
other info. 

The purpose of 9/11 Day is to promote unity, empathy and service 
in tribute to the victims, survivors, families, and the many who rose 
in service in response to the attacks. Today, nearly 30 million 
Americans observe 9/11 Day each year by volunteering, making 
donations to charities, and performing simple good deeds that help 
others. 

 

UPCOMING PARISH PATRONAL FEAST  
 

The Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross, the Patronal Feast of 
the Parish, is Wednesday, September 14. Masses will be held at 
6:50AM, 8:30AM, 12:15PM, 4PM and 7:30PM (in Spanish.) We 
will venerate the Relic of the True Cross at all Masses on that day. 
There is a Plenary Indulgence attached to attending Mass here at 
St. Helena on the Patronal Feast Day. 
 

The Parish Sunday Celebration of the Exaltation of the Cross will 
take place during the 10:30AM Mass on Sunday, September 18. 
We will venerate the Relic of the True Cross during this Mass. 
 

SHINY SANCTUARY FLOORS-Because St. Helena was built 

during World War II, our altars, pulpit, and sanctuary floors are 

native limestone rather than marble, and the church floors are 

Pennsylvania bluestone (a type of sandstone) rather than slate. 

These stones are not quite as durable and show wear a little more 

easily. Therefore, we have contracted with a company in New 

Jersey to shine, polish, and protect the sanctuary floors, just in 

time for the Feast of St. Helena. We hope you can see the 

wonderful difference it makes. We have a quote on what it will 

cost to brighten the bluestone throughout the rest of the Church. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES will begin on 

Wednesday, September 14, the Feast of the Exaltation of the 

Cross, with Mass at 4PM in the Church. Parents are also invited 

to attend this opening day celebration, which is also the Patronal 

Feast of the Parish. There will be Veneration of the Relic of the 

True Cross at all Masses on that day.  

 

CANONIZATION OF MOTHER TERESA  
NEXT SUNDAY  

Mother Teresa is one of the best known Catholic women of the 
20th century, and on Sunday, Sept. 4 she will be canonized as a 
saint. Canonization recognizes holiness, not perfection. In 
elevating Mother Teresa to the honors of the altar, the Roman 
Catholic Church certifies, through an exacting and meticulous 
process, that, despite her faults, she lived a life of extraordinary 
holiness and is worthy of veneration and imitation. Canonization 
changes absolutely nothing about the person being honored; it 
merely confirms that the saint has been in heaven from the 
moment of her death. What canonization does do is change the 
relationship between the faithful and the saint; once canonized, 
the faithful are permitted to venerate the saint publicly. A new saint 
is a gift to the faithful in that the process surrounding a 
canonization invites reflection on how holiness manifests itself in 
particular times and places. 
 

4th ANNUAL DAY OF REMEMBRANCE for 

ABORTED CHILDREN, Saturday, September 10 at the 

5:30PM Mass here at St. Helena. We will have a candle 

lighting ceremony. Everyone is invited and welcome  

to attend. 
 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Banns of Marriage 

I John Paul Wallace—Tamara Hughes 
III—Carlos Juarez—Merari Zarate 

 

50/50 DRAWING: The Aug. 21 winners are: No. 102 & No. 229 @ $20 
 

 NIGHT OF PRAYER, REFLECTION, AND 

REMEMBRANCE FOR UNBORN BABIES-This special 

Mass will be celebrated in Spanish by Fr. Nelson on 

Wednesday, August 31 at 7PM. 

 FOUNDATIONS OF OUR CATHOLIC FAITH-This is a 

continuation of last semester's course. It will be conducted in 

Spanish by Fr. Nelson every Tuesday evening from 7-9PM in 

the cafeteria, beginning on Tuesday, September 13. 

 FREE FAITH FORMATION PROGRAMS-St. Helena’s 

Parish NOW has a subscription to an online platform called 

FORMED, which is a kind of Netflix for Catholics, and so 

all parishioners now have unlimited access to faith formation 

programs, Bible Studies, Catholic-themed movies, e-books 

and much more. A number of Spanish-language resources are 

also available on FORMED. All you need to enter is the 

Parish Code: 2KQQYD. Go to www.formed.org 

 BIBLE STUDY-The Fall Semester class will begin 

September 6 and will be Church History. It will meet 

both at 1PM and 7:30PM in the green Family Life Center 

 SPANISH CHARISMATIC PRAYER MEETING takes 

place every Monday evening at 7PM. Mass will be on  

        September 5. 

TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
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 BAPTISM PREPARATION CLASSES for  September  

will be held at 7PM on September 8 and 22. 

 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION REGISTRATION for  the 

2016-2017 school year will continue this weekend after all 

Masses except the 7:30AM and 9AM Sunday Masses. 

Registration will take place every weekend thereafter 

through September at the back of the church. You may also 

register for First Communion, Confirmation, RCIA or 

regular religious education classes with Fr. Richard at the 

rectory during the weekdays.  

 PRE-CANA DISCOUNT-All engaged couples who register 

for their Pre-Cana classes at CatholicMarriagePrep.com 

through Sept. 5 will receive a $15 discount by entering the 

code SPIRIT16. 

 LAY LEADERS CONFERENCE-Please join the pastoral 

offices of the Archdiocese of New York, on Thursday, 

September 8 from 6-8:30PM at St. Joseph's Seminary, 

201 Seminary Ave., Yonkers, as the Archdiocese invites the 

lay leaders of St. Helena’s to learn more about their ministry 

and how these offices can best serve St. Helena’s 

community. This is the third in a series of meetings and will 

focus on the Offices of Development, Adult Faith 

Formation, and ArchCare. The meeting will have an English 

track and a Spanish track. Please be sure to select a ticket for 

the language track you prefer. A buffet dinner will be served 

for all prior to the meeting. We look forward to an evening 

of fun, fellowship, and information with all our lay leaders. 

Space is limited. Please RSVP by Friday, September 2 so 

that we may plan for the correct number of guests. If you 

have any questions, please contact Channon Lucas at 

channon.lucas@archny.org. 

 A SECOND BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP will 

begin at St. Helena's starting Sat., September 10. The group 

is intended for those who are grieving the loss of a loved one 

or dear friend. There will be two introductory sessions, one 

in English and another in Spanish at 2PM, both in the green 

Family Life Center. For more info please contact: Jessica 

Perez at jeniperez_s@yahoo.com or Stephanie Colon at 

srcolon610@gmail.com or  917-504-4455. 

 PRAYER AND LIFE WORKSHOP is a free 15-week 

course in Spanish for adults who seek a more vibrant and 

vivid presentation of Jesus and a true adaptation to the needs 

of our present society. Its emphasis is on love, which is a 

transforming power, rather than fear and punishment. It will 

be held here at St. Helena, on Thurs. evenings from 7-9PM. 

 RESPECT LIFE MINISTRY-If you are interested in 

helping organize a Respect Life Ministry that would plan 

and organize Respect Life activities here at St. Helena's, call 

the parish office and leave your contact information. There is 

a training workshop on August 29, that you should attend. 

 ST. MARY’S HEALTHCARE SYSTEM FOR 

CHILDREN will be conducting an open house at            

St. Helena’s Church on Thursday September 15 from 1PM  

to 6PM in search of Nurses, Physical, Occupational, and 

Speech Therapists to work with clients in the Bronx.           

St. Mary’s is a not for profit organization that services 

special needs, medically fragile children and young adults in 

the 5 boroughs of NYC, Nassau, and Suffolk counties. 

 ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BECOMING A 

CATHOLIC, or are you an Adult Needing Communion, 

Confirmation, or the Convalidation of Your Marriage? 

Make an appointment with one of the parish priests by 

calling 718-892-3232. Leave your contact information, and a 

priest will get back to you to set up an appointment. 

 CARNEGIE HALL GOSPEL CONCERT-Carnegie 

Hall’s 2016-17 season has been announced, and one of the 

concerts offered this season will be A Night of Inspiration a 

wonderful program of gospel music led by composer, music 

director and producer Ray Chew on Tues., Dec. 6 at 8PM. 

Tickets are now available to groups of 15 or more before the 

general public! We are wondering if there is enough interest 

in having a group go from the parish. Ticket prices are as 

follows: 
 

  $72.90 - Parquet 

 $72.90 (front) or $54.90 – Dress Circle 

 $30.50 – Dress Circle Obstructed View 

            $32.40 ($27 if paid for right away) – Balcony 

        $18 00– Balcony Obstructed View 
 

If you are interested in attending this Gospel Concert, please 

call the rectory at 718-892-3232 and let us know which 

ticket you would like to order, and as soon as we have 

requests for 15 tickets, we shall place the group order. 

 WEDDING DRESS AVAILABLE-If you are a full-figured 

woman who is planning to get married, and you are in need 

of a wedding dress, please call the rectory at 718-892-3232, 

and we may have a solution to your need.  
 

ST HELENA SCHOOL NEWS 
 PILOT PROGRAM-We are proud to report that                

St. Helena's School has been selected to pilot Blended 

Learning for the 2016-17 academic year. More details about 

this exciting program will soon follow. 
 FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL IS SEPTEMBER 8th-Our first 

day of school for students for the new academic year is a full 

day on Thursday, Sept 8th. We hope to get the new school 

website up and running in mid to late August. 
 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 BACK TO SCHOOL EVENT-Catholic Charities 

Homebase is sponsoring a back to school event on Tuesday, 

August 30, from 4 to 7PM at 1384 Stratford Avenue, 

Bronx, in the parking lot. Free school supplies, music, food, 

beverages, information & resources, & giveaways. A parent 

or guardian MUST be present with child to receive a gift.  

 LOVE TO SING? Join the Bronx Concer t Singers. Sign 

up for auditions on August 30 at 7:30PM AT 1891 McGraw 

Avenue. For more info, call Frances at 917-743-4641. 

 APARTMENT NEEDED-Within the Parkchester area. If 

you know of one that is available, please call the Rectory. 

OFFERING ENVELOPES 
 

Sunday, August 21, 2016                              $4,245.54 

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin                  $715.00 

Feast of St. Helena                                           $966.00 
 

Our weekly budget, (Nuestro presupuesto semanal es) $4,231.00 
 

Thank you to everyone for your generosity and for your support and 

for all that you do for St. Helena’s Parish and the Home Missions. 

We are delighted to report that once again during summer we 

exceeded our weekly budget goal. Remember, everyone is 

welcomed here at St. Helena. We are your spiritual home, and your 

support means a lot, and together, we are making a difference. 
 

 

Gracias a todos por su generosidad y por todo lo que hacen por esta 

Iglesia de St. Helena. 

http://catholicmarriageprep.com/
mailto:channon.lucas@archny.org


 FREE LECTURE ON CHRISTIAN COSMOLOGY 

AND PHILOSOPHY-Sr. Ilia Delio explores Evolution and 

the Power of Love from Aristotle to Teilhard de Chardin in a 

free lecture given at Maryknoll, 55 Ryder Road, Ossining on 

Sunday, Sept. 11 from 2:30-4PM. For  more info, call   

914-941-7636 X 2445. 

 VOTE FOR LIFE CAMPAIGN TRAINING webcast will 

present the message of the Catholic Church to voters and 

will show you how to effectively mobilize your fellow 

citizens to vote in an informed and responsible way. 

Monday, August 29 at 9PM. Sign up at 

www.PriestsForlife.org/Webcast. 

 NOURISHMENT FOR SENIORS: Are you a SNAP-

eligible senior citizen living in NYC? You may qualify for a 

free monthly food package. For more information, call  

917-982-2564. www.nycommonpantry.org 

 ATTENDS INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE-Dorothy 

Dugandzic just returned from Rome, where she attended the 

International TeenSTAR Conference. TeenSTAR is a 

developmental curriculum which uses learning one's fertility 

pattern to teach responsible decision-making and 

communication skills in the area of sexual behavior and 

enhances teens' self-understanding and self-esteem. 

 FLEA MARKET AND CARNIVAL at Blessed 

Sacrament Church, 1170 Beach Ave, BX. Carnival and Flea 

Market Dates: Aug. 27 & 28 from 9AM - 6PM. For  more 

info, call 718-892-3214.  

 MONTEFIORE’S BOLD CANCER PEER SUPPORT 

PROGRAM SEEKS VOLUNTEERS-Do you know an 

inspiring cancer survivor who would make a great role 

model, peer counselor, and volunteer for our BOLD Buddy 

Peer Counseling Program? Maybe you are one yourself! If 

so, come learn about the BOLD Buddy peer support program 

offered through the Montefiore-Einstein Center for Cancer 

Care in which cancer survivor volunteers provide 

compassion and support to newly diagnosed cancer patients 

at the cancer clinic or by telephone. No one should have to 

face cancer alone. To learn more, please don't hesitate to 

contact us by phone or email, and check out our website and 

Facebook page (see below). Also, feel free to share the flyers 

attached in English and Spanish with your community. Our 

next training is August 29th, so if you are really interested, 

please don't hesitate!                                                       

BOLD Contact Info, Website, and Facebook Page: 

(718) 430-4044 

CancerSupport@einstein.yu.edu 

www.einstein.yu.edu/cancercent er/support 

www.Facebook.com/BOLDProgram 

 

 TEXAS BISHOP TO LEAD VATICAN OFFICE FOR 

LAITY-Pope Francis has appointed Bishop Kevin Farrell of 

Dallas as prefect of the Vatican’s new Dicastery for Laity, 

the Family, and Life. The Pope has also issued a motu 

proprio, Sedula Mater, formally establishing the new 

dicastery (Congregation). 

 HOT AS… According to new data just released by NASA 

this week, July was the hottest month on Earth ever recorded 

— and these historic high temperatures show no signs of 

cooling down anytime soon. To avoid heat problems, be sure 

to drink plenty of fluids, replace salt and minerals, wear 

appropriate clothing and sunscreen, schedule outdoor 

activities carefully, pace yourself, stay cool indoors, use a 

buddy system, adjust to the environment, and use good old 

common sense. 

 RETROUVAILLE helps couples through difficult times 

in their marriages. St. Helena is the Patron Saint of Difficult 

Marriages. For confidential information about the 

Retrouvaille program, or to register for the upcoming 

weekend that begins on Friday, September 2, please call       

1-800-470-2230, and you will be connected directly and 

confidentially to someone who can help. 

 FAMILY DAY-BE INVOLVED, STAY INVOLVED is 

The National Center on Addiction and Substance Abuse’s 

national initiative to promote simple acts of parental 

engagement as key ways to help prevent risky substance use 

in children and teens. Family Day will be celebrated across 

the country on September 26. To learn more about Family 

Day and to join parents all across America in taking the 

Family Day STAR Pledge, log on to 

www.CASAFamilyDay.org. 

 THE ITALIAN APOSTOLATE OF THE 

ARCHDIOCESE OF NEW YORK invites you to save the 

date for the 2016 Columbus Day Mass and Parade at           

St. Patrick’s Cathedral on Monday, October 10 at 9:30AM.. 

 ADORATION CHAPEL-Holy Cross Parish, 620 Thieriot 

Avenue, has an Adoration Chapel, which is open Monday-

Friday from 10AM - 9PM. 

 NYC BROADWAY WEEK TICKETS are now on sale. 

Talk about a hot ticket: Get 2-for-1 seats to riveting dramas, 

sidesplitting comedies and spectacular musicals during NYC 

Broadway Week (September 5-18.). 

 RESOLVE OUTSTANDING WARRANTS-Clear your 

record and resolve outstanding warrants from certain quality 

of life summonses such as: consumption of alcohol in public, 

disorderly conduct, unlawful possession of marijuana, and 

trespassing. Saturday, September 17 from 9AM - 4PM at 

the Mount Hope Community Center, 55 E 175 Street, Bronx. 

For more information, call 718-590-2272 or go to 

www.bronxda.nyc.gov 

 TURTLES CAN FLY will be the first featured film for the 

2016-2017 International Film Festival sponsored by the 

Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers. It will be shown Friday, 

September 16, 7:30 p.m. at Maryknoll, 55 Ryder  Road in 

Ossining. Everyone is welcome and admission is free. 

Turtles Can Fly is a 2004 film co-produced by Iran, France 

and Iraq from director Bahman Ghobadi. The film tells the 

story of refugee children near the Iraqi-Turkish border who 

await their fate on the eve of an American invasion. 

 BEN HUR is a $100 million 2016 American historical epic 

action film based on the 1880 novel Ben Hur: A Tale of the 

Christ by Lew Wallace and has been termed a “new 

Please Pray for the Sick of our Parish 

Joanne Frances Bernadette Sanabria, Sylvia Carballo,  

Ruben Mercado, Mike Adorno, Catherine Holden, 

Carmelle and Nicole Antoine, Indrowdi Sadu, Rosa Pena,  

Adam Mary, Brenda Jackson, James Leunge,  

Carol Primak, Lucy Cannavacciuolo, Joan Ricci, 

Aaron Sylvester, Sean Gaffney, Peter Vaccaro, Gino Vaccaro,  

Veronica Gonzalez, Bertha Mero, Ronald Horne, Doris Waldropt, 

Lorelei Williams, Milagro Vasquez, Juana Carmen Rodriguez,  

Ynes Tavarez, Theresa Delevan 
 

Please Pray for the Deceased and their Grieving Families: 

Robert Caban, Puresima Pariona, Edward Santiago,  

Hector Hernandez, Jose Negron, Joshua Valderrama,  

Deacon Patrick Troy, Jorge Betancourt 

http://clicks.priestsforlife.org/f/a/ktH7DS5eRisUqjwSwoGJcQ~~/AAAhSQA~/RgRZnEkOP0EIAKvdUTWkKCJXA3NwY1gEAAAAAFkGc2hhcmVkYQdoZWxsb180YAw1Mi4zOS4xNTQuMTZIFzE2LTA4LTIyV2ViY2FzdFJlbWluZGVyQgoAAo4Vu1e1XJQ4UhJEQVJJRkZAaG90bWFpbC5jb21DBAABAAEJUQQAAAAARHlodHRwOi8vd3d3
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interpretation” of the novel.  

The film is about a nobleman, Judah Ben Hur, who is falsely 

accused of an assassination attempt by his childhood friend 

and adoptive brother Messala. He survives years of slavery 

under the Romans and attempts to get revenge by 

challenging his adoptive brother in a grand chariot race 

while being forever changed after a series of encounters with 

Jesus of Nazareth. Unlike earlier adaptations, Jesus has a 

prominent role in this version. Rodrigo Santoro received a 

personal blessing from Pope Francis in his role as Christ. 

The film is strong in action and violence but weak in 

holiness. It is now playing in area theaters. 
 

ANUNCIOS EN ESPANOL 
Atención a las siguientes fechas, son importantes 

para el crecimiento y la formación de la familia.  
 CURSO: UNA FE BIEN CONSTRUIDA-Este curso, 

dictado por el P. Nelson, se reiniciará el 13 de septiembre e 

irá hasta el 6 de diciembre. Lugar: Cafetería. Hora: 7 pm a 

8.30 pm. 

 UNA NOCHE PARA RECORDAR, ORAR E 

INTERCEDER: El próximo miércoles, 31 de agosto, 

tendremos una noche muy especial. Todos, de alguna 

manera, sea directa o indirectamente, hemos sido tocados por 

el aborto. Esta noche oraremos por los niños que no pudieron 

nacer, por los médicos, madres, padres, etc. Ven y nos 

reunimos para orar y buscar la sanación que el Señor nos 

ofrece. Tendremos oración, adoración, testimonios, misa, 

confesiones, etc. Invita a personas que creas que necesitan de 

esta sanación interior que nos regala la Divina Misericordia. 

Hora: 6.30 pm a 9.30 pm 

 PATERNIDAD RESPONSABLE: Este curso está 

dirigido a todos las personas que desean compartir un 

espacio de formación permanente sobre el significado de la 

sexualidad y de la vida. Ven a compartir en comunidad, hoy 

día hay mucha confusión acerca de estos temas. Debemos 

prepararnos para crecer personalmente, pero también para 

ayudar a otros miembros de nuestras familias o amigos a 

tener una idea clara sobre lo que es este maravilloso don que 

Dios nos ha dado. Información y registración con Fátima 

Cabrera: 917-584-7293. Necesitamos que te registres para 

tener preparado tu almuerzo.  

 PRO-VIDA: Les recuerdo que los domingos 11-18 y 25 de 

septiembre tendremos actividades pro-vida después de la 

misa de 12 pm. Después de la misa se dará almuerzo y se 

tendrá la actividad que dura una hora y media. Te invito a 

dedicar con tu familia estos días para crecer en el 

conocimiento de lo que es la persona humana, las amenazas 

para la vida, etc. Estos temas no son para otros, son para ti, 

afectan directamente la vida de cada uno de nosotros. Es 

importante SABER!!!! Información y registración con 

Fátima Cabrera: 917-584-7293. Necesitamos que te registres 

para tener preparado tu almuerzo.  

 SE BUSCAN VOLUNTARIOS PARA AYUDAR A 

PACIENTES CON CANCER: Hay un programa del 

Hospital Montefiore que busca sobrevivientes de cáncer que 

puedan ayudar a otros en estos momentos de dificultad. Se 

necesitan personas compasivas que quieran ayudar en el 

hospital o por teléfono a personas diagnosticadas con esta 

enfermedad. Si estás interesado/a o conoces a alguien que 

pueda estarlo, llama al 718-430-4044 para averiguar por la 

fecha de entrenamiento.  

 CLASES DE CCD 2016-2017: Comienzan el 14 de 

septiembre. El costo de inscr ipción es de $35 dólares por  

el primer niño y $25 dólares por el segundo.  

 CLASES DE PREPARACION PARA EL BAUTISMO: 

Se realizan cada segundo y tercer jueves de cada mes a las 7 

pm en la Iglesia. Entrada por el parqueadero. Se recuerda 

que deben inscribirse previamente en la rectoría. Los 

bautismos en Español se realizan los segundos y cuartos 

sábados de cada mes a las 2.30 pm.  

 ESCUELA ELEMENTAL DE SANTA HELENA: Las 

clases comienzan el 8 de septiembre.  

 GRUPO DE APOYO PARA AQUELLOS QUE HAN 

PERDIDO UN SER QUERIDO: La solidar idad y 

compasión sondas marcas del cristiano. Te sientes llamado a 

pertenecer a un ministerio como estos? Contacta a Jessica 

Pérez: jeniperez_s@yahoo.com. También a Stephanie Colon: 

srcolon610gmail.com.  

 HOY, CAFE EN LA CAFETERIA: Después de la mesa 

ven un rato a la cafetería a compartir en comunidad y tomar 

una taza de café. Hasta quizás puedes salir de allí con algún 

regalo. Hagamos comunidad!!! 

 GRUPO DE ORACION: Todos los miércoles a las 7 pm 

en la Iglesia.  

 MIERCOLES DE LA MISERICORDIA: Todos los 

miércoles a las 7 pm.  

BUEN DIA, HERMANOS: 
Hola queridos hermanos. Después de unos días ausente de la 

parroquia, me he reintegrado de nuevo. Estuve unos días en 

Celaya (Guanajuato), dando unos retiros a los seminaristas de 

México, California y USA (aunque California y USA pertenecen 

al mismo país, son demarcaciones diferentes y cada una tiene su 

nombre). Estos jóvenes son aquellos que han iniciado un proceso 

de discernimiento para descubrir si lo que ellos creen es el 

llamado de Dios a la vida religiosa, es en efecto para ellos o no. 

Ellos inician una etapa que se llama ‘noviciado’. El noviciado 

tiene una duración de un año y durante esa etapa ellos 

profundizan en el conocimiento de sí mismos, en la vida 

espiritual y profundizan sobre los documentos que guían nuestra 

vida: las Constituciones y las Reglas de la Orden.  
 

Además de dar el retiro a los hermanos que inician este proceso, 

estuve con el provincial recibiendo la profesión de los votos 

simples de los que terminaron su noviciado. Qué significa esto? 

Que había un grupo de jóvenes desde el año pasado haciendo el 

mismo proceso. Al finalizar ese año de proceso, ellos libremente 

deciden si quieren continuar adelante en el proceso y nuestra 

Orden también discierne sobre si, efectivamente, cada uno de 

ellos es apto para continuar adelante o no.  
 

Al final del noviciado los jóvenes participan de un rito que se 

llama “Profesión de Votos Simples”. Esto significa que a partir 

de este momento ellos entran a una etapa que se llama 

‘Juniorato’. En esta etapa ellos hacen sus estudios de filosofía y 

teología y optan por una carrera civil, preferencialmente en el 

área de la educación, pues ese es nuestro carisma. Los votos 

simples se renuevan cada año durante un mínimo de seis y un 

máximo de nueve años, al final de este período el candidato 

discierne si está preparado para hacer la “Profesión de los Votos 

Solemnes” . Obviamente, el instituto también discierne si el 

candidato es apto o no para hacer esta profesión. La profesión de 

los votos solemnes significa que el candidato decide entregar su 

vida al Señor en el instituto de las Escuelas Pías, para colaborar 

de esta manera en la misión de establecer el Reino de Dios en la 

tierra, tal y como Jesús nos lo pidió.  
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Cada uno de nosotros tiene una misión que cumplir durante la 

vida y en el caso específico de los religiosos, es a través de la 

consagración a Dios, viviendo en comunidad y participando del 

plan de salvación mediante el carisma de la educación de los 

niños y jóvenes, para de esta manera ayudar a transformar la 

sociedad y servir al prójimo.  
 

Después de estar en México tuve la oportunidad de visitar mi 

familia en Colombia. Fue un tiempo muy bello de unión y 

celebración. Todos nos reunimos para celebrar los 80 años de mi 

madre, fue una experiencia muy enriquecedora y llena de amor. 

He regresado a Nueva York lleno de alegría y gozo por la familia 

que llevo en el corazón, pero también con la alegría del re-

encuentro con la familia que se va conformando en Santa Helena. 

Vengo lleno de entusiasmo y con la alegría de haber compartido 

con todos ustedes un año de muchas experiencias que, creo, nos 

han enriquecido a todos. Deseo sinceramente que este año, todos 

unidos, continuemos construyendo comunidad y haciendo de 

nuestro Señor Jesucristo el centro de nuestras vidas, el pastor que 

nos guía en el camino.  
 

Esta semana nuestra Orden de las Escuelas Pías está de fiesta. El 

25 de agosto celebramos la solemnidad de nuestro fundador San 

José de Calasanz. José nació en Peralta de la Sal, España, en el 

año 1557 y falleció el 25 de agosto de 1648 en Roma. Su vida es 

una descripción muy bella del proceso de purificación y 

santificación que vive la persona que es consciente de la 

presencia de Dios en su vida. Calasanz es ordenado como 

sacerdote a los 26 años de edad y desarrolla una importante labor 

en su diócesis.  
 

Sin embargo, Dios tiene otros planes para él y algo le dice a 

Calasanz que debe ir a Roma. En efecto, a los 35 años de edad 

está en la “ciudad eterna”  y es allí donde, en forma progresiva, 

(poco a poco) va descubriendo la vocación a la que dedicaría el 

resto de su vida. En Roma nuestro fundador descubre que los 

niños pobres no tienen acceso a ningún tipo de educación y 

decide que algo se debe hacer al respecto. Le toma un tiempo 

descubrir que no son otras personas o instituciones las encargadas 

de llevar a cabo esta misión, sino que él era el escogido para ella. 

Cuando esta iluminación le llega es cuando debe hacer una 

opción fundamental en su vida, o aceptar un cargo importante 

que le ofrecían, o dedicar todos sus esfuerzos a una causa en 

donde no había ninguna seguridad económica ni de éxito. Él 

escoge la última diciendo: “He encontrado el mejor modo de 

servir a Dios, haciendo el bien a los pequeños y no lo dejaré por 

nada del mundo”.   
 

A partir de entonces toda su vida se concentra en esta misión. 

Todos sus recursos, tanto intelectuales como económicos, los 

dedica a esta causa, pues está seguro que para hacer una 

renovación en la sociedad es absolutamente necesario que ‘todos’ 

tengan acceso a una buena educación. Esta idea nos puede 

parecer muy simple hoy día; sin embargo, para aquella época, 

comienzos del sigo XVII, fue toda una revolución. La educación 

gratuita que hoy vemos en nuestras ciudades, con sus virtudes y 

defectos, es un modelo que se ha ido desarrollando 

progresivamente en el mundo y es consecuencia de la iniciativa 

de un visionario que hace cuatro siglos se dejó guiar por Dios 

para encontrar la razón de su vida en la educación tanto humana 

como cristiana de los niños y los jóvenes.  

Demos gracias a Dios por San José de Calasanz, quien como 

todos los santos, ha permitido que Dios guíe su vida para realizar 

obras que hacen de nuestro mundo un mundo cada vez mejor. 
            P. Nelson 
 

Mass Intentions 
SUNDAY, Aug. 28, 2016-Twenty-Second Sun. in Ordinary Time 

 7:30 All Souls 
  Antonio Lagrazon and Ernesto Lagrazon 
 9:00 Bernardo and Camilo Abordo 
 10:30 For the Intercession of St. Jude 
 12:00 Mercedes Vallejo, Anna Vallejo & Elida Lopez 
  Serafina Colon 
  Alberta Estudillo (9th Day Deceased) 
 1:30 Sara and Albert Echevarria 
 5:00 Antonio Juan and Ramonato Sonia 
  Our Parishioners 
MONDAY, August 29, 2016-Passion of St. John the Baptist 
 6:50 Adolfo Guimil Torres 
  Lorenzo Talbert 
 8:30 Clementina Pena de Castro 
 12:15 Guillermo Barragan 
TUESDAY, August 30, 2016-Feast of St. Jeanne Jugan 
 6:50 Divine Justice for the Mistreatment and  
  Neglect of Two Boys by Their Mothers 
 8:30 Mary Theresa Early (Intentions) 
 12:15 Fr. Mallick Fitzpatrick, S.J. (Intentions) 
WEDNESDAY, August 31, 2016-Feast of St. Dominic del Val 
 6:50 Divine Justice for the Mistreatment and  
  Neglect of Two Boys by Their Mothers 
 8:30 In Thanksgiving for Favors 
 12:15 Ralph A. Cerbone Jr. 
 7:30 Rosendo Tepale and Lucia Hernandez 
THURSDAY, September 1, 2016-Feast of St. Constantius 
 6:50 Ann Marie Ndure 
 8:30 Divine Justice for the Hugh Rent Increases 
  that Parkchester Management has Imposed 
  on Tenants and Merchants 
 12:15 Michael Guido 
FRIDAY, September 2, 2016-Feast of St. Zeno 
 6:50 Telma Anith and Family (Intentions) 
 8:30 Richard Harty 
 12:15 Migel Angel Rodriguez 
SATURDAY, Sept. 3, 2016-Feast of St. Gregory the Great 
 6:50 Joseph and Matilda Carty 
 8:30 Msgr. Owen J. McEnaney 
 12:15 Maria Esther Rivera (1st Anniversary)
 5:30 In Thanksgiving for Favors 
SUNDAY, Sept. 4, 2016-Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 7:30 Hughes Family and Mary Alice Hartnett 
 9:00 Mani Anthikkatt 
 10:30 Katherine Callaghan 
 12:00 Luz Maria Pinargote, Luisa Mendoza,  
  Ediberta Holquin, Irnacio Mendoza,  
  Julio Viejo, Gonzalo and Pedro Mendo 
 1:30 Joanne Savino’s Intentions 
 5:00 Catherine Carolan 
  Our Parishioners 
 

Readings for the Week of August 28, 2016 
Sunday: Sir 3:17-18, 20, 28-29/Ps 68:4-7, 10-11/Heb 12:18-19, 

22-24a/Lk 14:1, 7-14 

Monday: 1 Cor 2:1-5/Ps 119:97-102/Mk 6:17-29 

Tuesday: 1 Cor 2:10b-16/Ps 145:8-14/Lk 4:31-37 

Wednesday: 1 Cor 3:1-9/Ps 33:12-15, 20-21/Lk 4:38-44 

Thursday: 1 Cor 3:18-23/Ps 24:1-6/Lk 5:1-11 

Friday: 1 Cor 4:1-5/Ps 37:3-6, 27-28, 39-40/Lk 5:33-39 

Saturday: 1 Cor 4:6b-15/Ps 145:17-21/Lk 6:1-5 

Next Sunday: Wis 9:13-18b/Ps 90:3-6, 12-17/Phlm 9-10, 12-17/

Lk 14:25-33 


