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A WORD FROM THE PASTOR: 

THE FIVE ESSENTIAL MARKS OF A  
CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

The new academic year has begun, and I am happy to report that 
St. Helena’s School has 340 students, which 
is an INCREASE over last year.  We are one 
of the few parish-based schools remaining in 
the archdiocese, and we are proud to offer a 
quality Catholic Education. But just what 
distinguishes a Catholic Education from that 
offered by a quality public school? 

It was St. Joseph Calasanz, who back in 
1597 opened the world’s first free public 
school in Rome.  He then opened many 
other free schools, the first one outside of Rome was opened by 
him 400 years ago in Frascati on September 15, 1616, and the 
people knew there was something special about it.  So what is so 
special about a Catholic School? 

Like the four marks of the Church proclaimed in the Creed – one, 
holy, catholic, and apostolic – so, too, does the Church identify the 
principal features of a school as Catholic: a Catholic school should 
be inspired by a supernatural vision, founded on Christian 
anthropology, animated by communion and community, imbued 
with a Catholic worldview throughout its curriculum, and sustained 
by gospel witness. These benchmarks help to answer the critical 
question: Is this a Catholic school according to the mind of the 
Church? Pope John Paul II once told a group of American bishops 
that it is of the utmost importance that the Church's institutions be 
genuinely Catholic: Catholic in their self-understanding and 
Catholic in their identity. 

It is precisely because of its Catholic identity, which is anything but 
sectarian, that a school derives the originality that enables it to be 
a genuine instrument of the Church's evangelizing mission. The 
five elements that necessarily belong to a school's Catholic 
identity are the principles proposed by the Holy See that justify the 
Church's heavy investment in schooling. Moreover, they are 
measurable benchmarks, forming the backbone and inspiring the 
mission of every Catholic school. 

Let us now look at each of the marks that give a school a Catholic 
identity. 

1. Inspired by a Supernatural Vision 

The Church sees education as a process that, in light of man's 
transcendent destiny, forms the whole child and seeks to fix his or 
her eyes on heaven. The specific purpose of a Catholic education 
is the formation of boys and girls who will be good citizens of this 
world, loving God and neighbor and enriching society with the 
leaven of the gospel, and who will also be citizens of the world to 
come, thus fulfilling their destiny to become saints. If Catholic 
educators, parents, and others who dedicate themselves to this 
apostolate fail to keep in mind a high supernatural vision, all their 
talk about Catholic schools will be no more than "a gong booming 
or a cymbal clashing" (1 Cor. 13:1). 

2. Founded on a Christian Anthropology 

Repeatedly the Holy See's documents emphasize the need for an 
educational philosophy built on a correct understanding of who the 
human person is.  

In today's pluralistic world, the Catholic educator must consciously 
inspire his or her activity with the Christian concept of the person. 
It is a concept which includes a defense of human rights, but also 
attributes to the human person the dignity of a child of God. 

A Catholic school, therefore, cannot be a factory for the learning of 
various skills and competencies designed to fill the echelons of 
business and industry. Nor is it for "clients" and "consumers" in a 
competitive marketplace that values academic achievement.  

The Catholic school is committed to the development of the whole 
person. Herein lies the specifically Catholic character of the 
school: Its duty to cultivate human values in their own legitimate 
right in accordance with its particular mission to serve all men and 
which has its origin in the figure of Christ. He is the one who 
ennobles man, gives meaning to human life, and is the model 
which the Catholic school offers to its pupils. 

3. Animated by Communion and Community 

A third mark of catholicity is the emphasis on the school as a 
community – a community of persons and, even more to the point, 
"a genuine community of faith." Such an emphasis proposes an 
alternative model for Catholic schools to that of an individualistic 
society. This communal dimension is rooted both in the social 
nature of the human person and in the reality of the Church as 
"the home and the school of communion." That the Catholic school 
is an educational community "is one of the most enriching 
developments for the contemporary school.” The Holy See 
describes the school as a community in four areas: the teamwork 
among all those involved; the cooperation between educators and 
bishops; the interaction of students with teachers; and the school's 
physical environment. 

4. Imbued with a Catholic Worldview throughout its 

Curriculum 

A fourth distinctive characteristic of Catholic schools is that the 
"spirit of Catholicism" should permeate the entire 
curriculum.  Catholic education is "intentionally directed to the 
growth of the whole person." An integral education aims to 
develop gradually every capability of every student: his or her 
intellectual, physical, psychological, moral, and religious 
capacities. Vatican documents speak of an education that 
responds to all the needs of the human person:  The integral 
formation of the human person, which is the purpose of education, 
includes the development of all the human faculties of the 
students, together with preparation for professional life, formation 
of ethical and social awareness, becoming aware of the 
transcendental, and religious education. Every school, and every 
educator in the school, ought to be striving "to form strong and 
responsible individuals, who are capable of making free and 
correct choices," thus preparing young people "to open 
themselves more and more to reality, and to form in themselves a 
clear idea of the meaning of life.”  

5. Sustained by Gospel Witness 

A final indicator of a school's authentic catholicity is the vital 
witness of its teachers and administrators. With them lies the 
primary responsibility for creating a Christian school climate, as 
individuals and as a community. Indeed, "it depends chiefly on 
them whether the Catholic school achieves its purpose." 
Consequently the Holy See's documents pay a great deal of 
attention to the vocation of teachers and their participation in the 
Church's evangelizing mission. Theirs is a supernatural calling and 
not simply the exercise of a profession. "The nobility of the task to 
which teachers are called demands that, in imitation of Christ, the 
only Teacher, they reveal the Christian message not only by word 
but also by every gesture of their behavior." 

Catholic educators are expected to be models for their students by 
bearing transparent witness to Christ and to the beauty of the 
gospel. If boys and girls are to experience the splendor of the 
Church, the Christian example of teachers and others responsible 
for their formation is indispensable, and no effort should be spared 
in guaranteeing the presence of such witness in every Catholic 
school. 

Having been a Catholic educator for over thirty-five years, I can 
honestly say that I see St. Helena School fulfilling this criteria as 
an effective Catholic school and one that has been an important 
and vital part of this parish for the past seventy-six years.    Fr. David 
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MATTHEW THE TAX COLLECTOR 
Feast September 21 

Matthew was a dishonest tax collector 
driven by greed, until Jesus chose him 
as a disciple. We first meet Matthew in 
Capernaum, in his tax booth on the 
main highway. He was collecting duties 
on imported and importing goods 
brought by farmers, merchants, and 
caravans. Under the Roman Empire’s 
tax system, Matthew would have paid all 
the taxes in advance, then collected 
from the citizens and travelers to 
reimburse himself.  He probably also 
collected taxes from the Jewish people 
for Herod Antipas. 

Publicans (tax collectors) were notoriously corrupt because they 
extorted far and above what was owed, to ensure their personal 
profit. Because their decisions were enforced by Roman soldiers, 
no one dared object. 

Matthew was named Levi, the son of Alphaeus, before his call by 
Jesus. We don't know whether Jesus gave him the name Matthew 
or whether he changed it himself, but it is a shortening of the 
name Mattathias, which means "the gift of God.” Levi could also 
be an indication of his tribal affiliation.  On the same day Jesus 
invited Matthew to follow him, Matthew threw a great farewell 
feast in his home in Capernaum, inviting his friends so they could 
meet Jesus too.  From that time on, instead of collecting tax 
money, Matthew collected souls for Christ.  In the Jewish 
Babylonian Talmud (Sanhedrin 43a), written in the third century, 
"Mattai" is listed as one of five disciples of “Jeshu." 

Despite his sinful past, Matthew was uniquely qualified to be a 
disciple. He was an accurate record keeper and keen observer of 
people. He captured the smallest details. Those traits served him 
well when he wrote the Gospel of Matthew some 20 years 
later.  He first wrote the gospel in Hebrew, and it was later 
translated into Greek so a wider audience could read it.  The 
Gospel we read is the Greek translation. The Hebrew is lost. 

By surface appearances, it was scandalous and offensive for Jesus 
to pick a tax collector as one of his closest followers, since they 
were widely hated by the Jews. Yet of the four Evangelists (Gospel 
writers,) Matthew presented Jesus to the Jews as their hoped-for 
Messiah, tailoring his account to answer their questions. Matthew 
displayed one of the most radically changed lives in the Bible in 
response to an invitation from Jesus. He did not hesitate; he did 

not look back. He left behind a life of wealth and security for 
poverty and uncertainty. He abandoned the pleasures of this 
world for the promise of eternal life. 

The remainder of Matthew's life is uncertain. Tradition says he 
preached for 15 years in Jerusalem following the death and 
resurrection of Jesus, then went out on the mission field to other 
countries. Legend has it that he died as a martyr for the cause of 
Christ.  His tomb is located in the crypt of Salerno Cathedral in 
southern Italy. Like the other evangelists, Matthew is often 
depicted in Christian art as one of the four living creatures of 
Revelation 4:7. The one that depicts him is in the form of a 
winged man.  

Matthew knew the human heart and the longings of the Jewish 
people. He was loyal to Jesus and once committed, he never 
wavered in serving the Lord. But, before he met Jesus, Matthew 
was greedy. He thought money was the most important thing in 
life, and he violated God’s laws to enrich himself at the expense of 

his countrymen. However, God can use anyone to help him in his 
work. We should not feel unqualified because of our appearance, 
lack of education, or our past. Jesus looks for sincere 
commitment. We should also remember that the highest calling in 
life is serving God, no matter what the world says. Money, fame, 
and power cannot compare with being a follower of Jesus Christ. 

 

UPCOMING PARISH PATRONAL CELEBRATION 
 
 

The Parish Sunday Celebration of the Exaltation of the Cross will 
take place during the 10:30AM Mass on Sunday, September 18. 
We will venerate the Relic of the True Cross during this Mass. 
 

 

 

 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

50/50 DRAWING: The Sept. 11 winners are: No. 96 & No. 188 @ $24 
 

 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION REGISTRATION for  the 

2016-2017 school year will continue this weekend after all 

Masses. Registration will take place every weekend thereafter 

through September either at the back of the church, or in the 

Rectory. You may also register for First Communion, 

Confirmation, RCIA or regular religious education classes 

with Fr. Richard at the rectory during the weekdays.  

 FAMILY SESSION-The first English Family Session for 

CCD children will be held on Sunday, September 18 after the 

10:30AM Mass. It will be held in the school Cafeter ia. 

 SPANISH RCIA CLASS will begin on Sunday, Sept. 18 

from 10-11:15AM in the green building. 

 ENGLISH RCIA CLASS will begin on Sunday, Sept. 25 

from 3-4PM in the downstairs rectory meeting room. 

 YOUTH MINISTRY LEADERSHIP TEAM has been 

organized. We have 5 members. We need at least 3 more 

adults or at most 5 more adults. Experience working with 

youths (teenagers) is helpful for this youth ministry. If you 

are and adult and are interested in joining our leadership 

team, please contact Fr. Richard in the Rectory at               

718-892-3232. 

 BIBLE STUDY-The Fall Semester class has begun  and is 

Church History. It meets both at 1PM and 7:30PM in the 

green Family Life Center. This Tuesday, we will discuss the 

3rd Century early Church persecutions. You can attend one 

class or as many as you like. Everyone is welcome. 

 SPANISH CHARISMATIC PRAYER MEETING takes 

place every Monday evening at 7PM.  There will be a special 

30th anniversary concert on Sat., October 8 from 12-5PM. 

The cost is $7/person including a meal. 

 CATECHETICAL SUNDAY will be celebrated on 

Sunday, September 18.  Those whom the community has 

designated to serve as catechists will be called forth to be 

commissioned for their ministry during the 10:30AM Family 

Mass. Catechetical Sunday is a wonderful opportunity to 

reflect on the role that each person plays, by virtue of 

Baptism, in handing on the faith and being a witness to the 

Gospel. Catechetical Sunday is an opportunity for all to 

rededicate themselves to this mission as a community of 

faith. This year's theme is Prayer: The Faith Prayed. 

 FOUNDATIONS OF OUR CATHOLIC FAITH-This is a 

continuation of last semester's course. It will be conducted in 

Spanish by Fr. Nelson every Tuesday evening from 7-9PM in 

the cafeteria. 

  

TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
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 PARISH BOOKSTORE has opened. Now Available in 

the Bookstore:  St. Patrick's Cathedral. A beautiful book 

with dozens of unseen photos This coffee table 

book  explores the cathedral’s legacy as told by Timothy 

Cardinal Dolan, Bishop Robert Barron, Dr. Henry Kissinger, 

Stephen Colbert, and many others. Published by Edition du 

Signe. Available in English and Spanish.  The book retails 

for $40, but it is now ON SALE in the bookstore, along with 

Mother Teresa Holy Cards, also available in English and 

Spanish. 

 PARISH FLEA MARKET will be held today, Sun., Sept. 

18 from 10AM - 3PM in the green Family Life Center . 

 BAPTISM PREPARATION CLASS for  September  will 

be held at 7PM on September  22. 

 FREE FLU CLINIC TODAY sponsored by Walgreens, 

will once again be held here at St. Helena in the gymnasium 

this Sunday, September 18 from 10AM - 3PM.  There is no 

cost to you but please bring your Medical Insurance card 

so Walgreens can seek reimbursement.  You can still receive 

the shot even if you do not currently have health insurance. 

 FREE FAITH FORMATION PROGRAMS-St. Helena’s 

Parish NOW has a subscription to an online platform called 

FORMED, which is a kind of Netflix for Catholics, and so 

all parishioners now have unlimited access to faith formation 

programs, Bible Studies, Catholic-themed movies, e-books 

and much more. A number of Spanish-language resources 

are also available on FORMED. All you need to enter is the 

Parish Code: 2KQQYD. Go to www.formed.org 

 A COURSE IN MIRACLES - Rogier F. van Vlissingen is 

teaching a class using the 3rd edition of the book A Course 

in Miracles, Combined Valume, written by Helen Schucman, 

a professor of medical psychology at Colombia University, 

and published by the Foundation For Inner Peace. The book 

describes itself as a course which contains a curriculum to 

bring about spiritual transformation.  The class meets every 

Sunday from 3-4:30PM in the green Family Life Center .  

The book is available on Amazon, and the suggested 

donation for the course is $7 per session for the general 

public and any donation per session for St. Helena 

parishioners.  Everyone is welcome, and for more 

information, call 917-549-0959.  

 SICK AND DECEASED members of the par ish are 

remembered in the Offertory Prayers.  If you know of any 

current or former parishioners who are seriously ill or have 

passed, or you know of any sick parishioners who need Holy 

Communion brought to them, please contact the rectory at 

718-892-3232 and let us know about their condition.  

 BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP-A Bereavement 

Support Group has begin at St. Helena. The group is 

intended for those who are grieving the loss of a loved one or 

a dear friend.  There will be TWO sessions, one in English at 

11AM, and another  in Spanish at 2PM, both in the green 

building. For more information about this program, contact 

either:  Jessica Perez at jeniperez_s@yahoo.com or   

Stephanie Colon at srcolon610@gmail.com or 917-504-4455 

 HOLY WATER-Many religions use holy water for cleansing, 

protection, and blessing. It is sanctified by a priest or similar 

position in a church and is only holy water if it is sanctified. 

Holy means to be sanctified, so by sanctifying it yourself, it is 

not necessarily holy. You may come to the rectory or the 

sacristy to obtain Blessed Holy Water. 

 KNITTING PRAYER MINISTRY-Do you like to 

knit?  We are looking for people to knit either Prayer Shawls 

or Prayer Pockets.  You can knit them either in your own 

home, or you can come to the Church for a group knitting.  If 

you are interested in this new ministry, please call the 

rectory at 718-892-3232.   

 PRAYER AND LIFE WORKSHOP is a free 15-week 

course in Spanish for adults who seek a more vibrant and 

vivid presentation of Jesus and a true adaptation to the needs 

of our present society. Its emphasis is on love, which is a 

transforming power, rather than fear and punishment. It is 

being held here on Thurs. evenings from 7-9PM. 

 ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BECOMING A 

CATHOLIC, or are you an Adult Needing Communion, 

Confirmation, or the Convalidation of Your Marriage? 

Make an appointment with one of the parish priests by 

calling 718-892-3232. Leave your contact information, and a 

priest will get back to you to set up an appointment. 

 APARTMENTS WANTED-Within the Parkchester area. If 

you know of one that is available, please call the Rectory. 

 
ALUMNUS WINS ON GAMESHOW 

Sean Gregory, Class of '90 and the son of SHS graduates, 

appeared this past Monday on ABC's "$100,000 Pyramid" game 

show where he won $50,000. Gregory is the chief sports writer 

for TIME Magazine, and he has covered sports extensively over 

the last decade. He has penned profiles on athletes ranging from 

LeBron James, Novak Djokovic, Usain Bolt and Eli Manning, 

and explored issues like football's concussion crisis, and the 

treatment of young baseball players in the Dominican Republic. 

Sean has covered the last four Olympic Games, and filed 

dispatches from Super Bowls, the NBA Finals, and the World 

Series for TIME.  Sean enjoys firing lots of shots in pickup 

basketball games.  

 
 

ST HELENA SCHOOL NEWS 
 

 BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT is on Tuesday, Sept. 20: 

  Grades 3 and younger is at 6:30PM. 

        Grades 4-8 is at 7:30PM. 

 NO SCHOOL on Wednesday, September 28, due to 

Teachers Conference Day. 

 PILOT PROGRAM-We are proud to report that                

St. Helena's School has been selected to pilot Blended 

Learning for the 2016-17 academic year. More details about 

this exciting program will soon follow. 
 

OFFERING ENVELOPES 
 

Sunday, September 11, 2016                              $4,271.33 

St. Helena Elementary School                            $1,322.00 

Our Lady of Guadalupe                                      $2,635.68 
 

Our weekly budget, (Nuestro presupuesto semanal es) $4,231.00 
 

Thank you to everyone for your generosity and for your support and 

for all that you do for St. Helena’s Parish. We have some major 

expenses coming up, and  we exceeded our weekly budget goal. 

Keep up the good work. Remember, everyone is welcome here at St. 

Helena. We are your spiritual home, and your support means a lot, 

and together, we are making a difference. 
 

 

Gracias a todos por su generosidad y por todo lo que hacen por esta 

Iglesia de St. Helena. 



COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 NYC BROADWAY WEEK ends today. Talk about a hot 

ticket: Get 2-for-1 seats to riveting dramas, sidesplitting 

comedies and spectacular musicals during NYC Broadway 

Week (September 5-18). 
 DR. SRI SPEAKING ON TUESDAY-Dr. Edward Sri, the 

video presenter of our summer Bible Study Class on Mary in 

the Scriptures, will be speaking on Relativism at Cathedral 

High School on Tuesday, Sept. 20 from 5:30 - 6:30PM. 
 AN EDUCATION FOR ALL REFUGEE CHILDREN-On 

September 20, President Obama will host a Leaders 

Summit on Refugees. That means there is less than two weeks 

to make sure that during his talks with world leaders, the 

President puts education for all refugee children at the heart of 

his conversations. So today, please consider calling the White 

House and leaving a message for the President, asking him to 

work toward a plan for getting all refugee children - more than 

three million - an education. Calling the White House is easy. 

Just dial 1-888-869-8931, and when a White House volunteer 

answers say, "I would like to ask President Obama to work with 

other world leaders to commit to a plan for getting all refugee 

children an education at the Refugee Summit on Sept. 20th." 
 AMERICAN GRAFFITI is the feature film on Saturday, 

September 24 at the Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers,   

85 Ryder Rd, Ossining.  The exhibit Hollywood Lends Its 

Voice to Mission Education opens at 4PM, and the movie 

starts at 7:15PM.  Seminary building tours will take place. 

Free Admission.  Indoor and outdoor seating available.  
 FAMILY DAY-BE INVOLVED, STAY INVOLVED is 

The National Center on Addiction and Substance Abuse’s 

national initiative to promote simple acts of parental 

engagement as key ways to help prevent risky substance use 

in children and teens. Family Day will be celebrated across 

the country on September 26. To learn more about Family 

Day and to join parents all across America in taking the 

Family Day STAR Pledge, log on to 

www.CASAFamilyDay.org. 
 SERRA CLUB LUNCHEON MEETING on Wed., Sept. 

28 at Noon at Eastwood Manor, 3371 Eastchester Rd.  Cost 

of the luncheon is $25.  This month's speaker will be Rev. 

Dennis Williams, pastor of Holy Rosary/Nativity of Our 

Blessed Lady parishes in the Bronx. 
 MENTAL WELLNESS WORKSHOP will cover  topics 

like dementia, depression, anxiety, effective communication 

skills, and strategies for healthy aging. The workshop will be 

held at PEP, 1525 Unionport Rd., starting Thursday, 

September 29 from 12-2PM and will run for  5 weeks. 

Lunch is included. The workshop is FREE thanks to a grant 

from the NY Foundation for Eldercare.  
 THE ITALIAN APOSTOLATE OF THE 

ARCHDIOCESE OF NEW YORK invites you to save the 

date for the 2016 Columbus Day Mass and Parade at           

St. Patrick’s Cathedral on Monday, October 10 at 9:30AM. 

Call the Rectory if you would like tickets to the parade. 
 DAN SCHUTTE CONCERT-Dan Schutte, the composer 

of “Here I Am Lord” and “Table of Plenty” will offer an 

evening of music, prayer, and reflection focused on the 

Jubilee Year of Mercy on Friday, October 14 at 7PM at St. 

Therese Church, 120 Monroe Ave., Cresskill, NJ   They will 

take up a free will offering. 
 PILGRIMAGE TO THE NATIONAL SHRINE-Join 

Timothy Cardinal Dolan on an upcoming pilgrimage to 

Mary’s Shrine in the United States – the Basilica of the 

National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in 

Washington, D.C. on Saturday, October 15.  We will be 

making a special Year of Mercy pilgrimage there, and I am 

sure it will be a day of great spiritual value. We will have an 

opportunity to tour this magnificent church, where Fr. David 

was ordained, pass through the Holy Door, go to confession, 

and celebrate Mass.  Buses are departing from several 

locations throughout the Archdiocese of New York. For 

more information and to register, please 

visit www.archny.org/mercy.  
 LITURGICAL MINISTER WORKSHOP is intended for  

all who exercise a ministry at the Eucharist, from musicians 

and lectors to Eucharistic ministers and ushers.  The 

workshop will focus on things that inspire people to do their 

ministries.  Lunch will be provided.  The workshop will take 

place on Saturday, October 15 from 10:30AM - 1:30PM at 

St. Therese Parish Center, 120 Monroe Ave., Cresskill, 

NJ.  The cost is $25. 
 HALL OF FAME AWARDS DINNER at Monsignor  

Scanlan High School on Saturday, October 22 from 5-

9PM.  The dinner  will recognize the contr ibutions of: 

Dave Smith ’60, Ann Pavelka Smith ’62, Michael Mullen 

’55, Thomas Renaghan ’56, Sr. Eileen Clifford, O.P., and Br. 

Joseph Maura, FMS.  Even if you cannot attend, you may 

purchase a journal ad or a sponsorship for this event.  For 

more information, call 718-430-0100 X58. 

 HOMESCHOOLERS can earn up to 60 college credits 

online at Angelicum Academy.  Enroll now at angelicum.net 

or call 410-282-6172.  Credits accepted by NYU.  
 ELIMINATE ZIKA AT ITS SOURCE-To eliminate 

mosquito breeding sites, NY State is distributing 100,000 

starter kits of mosquito dunks (larvicide tablets) to residents 

and business owners to use in water in containers that cannot 

be emptied on their property. Each dunk (or tablet) lasts 30 

days. For a free 2-pack of larvicide, call the Zika Information 

Line at 1-888-364-4723 or email your name and mailing 

address to b0019w@health.ny.gov.  

 NEED SOMEONE TO RUN ERRANDS?  If you are a 

senior living in Parkchester, PEP has a volunteer who can 

run errands for you.  The volunteer is available every Friday 

in the late morning/early afternoon.  If you need this service, 

call 718-409-1619 and speak with either Nicole or Gordon.  

 NOURISHMENT FOR SENIORS: Are you a SNAP-

eligible senior citizen living in NYC? You may qualify for a 

free monthly food package. For more information, call   

917-982-2564. www.nycommonpantry.org 

Please Pray for the Sick of our Parish 

Joanne Frances Bernadette Sanabria, Sylvia Carballo,  

Ruben Mercado, Mike Adorno, Catherine Holden, 

Carmelle and Nicole Antoine, Indrowdi Sadu, Rosa Pena,  

Adam Mary, Brenda Jackson, James Leunge,  

Carol Primak, Lucy Cannavacciuolo, Joan Ricci, 

Aaron Sylvester, Sean Gaffney, Peter Vaccaro, Gino Vaccaro,  

Veronica Gonzalez, Bertha Mero, Ronald Horne, Doris Waldropt, 

Milagro Vasquez, Juana Carmen Rodriguez, Ynes Tavarez,  

Theresa Delevan, Neil Duggan,  
 

Please Pray for the Deceased and their Grieving Families:  

Deacon Patrick Troy, Jorge Betancourt, Lorelei Williams,  

George Gisselbrecht, Mary Jane Gisselbrecht, Msgr. John Mescall, 

Louisa Josefa Massanet, Fidela Tougove, Jose Cartagena 

http://www.archny.org/mercy
mailto:b0019w@health.ny.gov


 ADORATION CHAPEL-Holy Cross Parish, 620 Thieriot 

Avenue, has an Adoration Chapel, which is open Monday-

Friday from 10AM - 9PM. 

 FORGIVING FINES-NYC is reducing penalties and 

interest for many violations issued by City agencies for a one

-time 90-day period from Sept. 12 - Dec. 12.  To take 

advantage of this opportunity to reduce the amount you owe 

the city, visit nyc.gov/forgivingfines  

TRIVIA:   

 The part of the back that  you cannot quite reach to 

scratch is called the Acnestis. 

  Pope Urban VII reigned for 13 calendar days in 1590, 

the shortest papal tenue in history. 

 Autumn begins on Thurs., Sept. 22 at 10:21AM. It is 

one of  two days of the year when the sun shines directly on the 

equator and night and day are nearly the same length. 

 The Catholic Church replaced many pagan equinox 

celebrations with Catholic observances. For example, 

Michaelmas (the Feast of St. Michael and the Archangels) was 

moved to Sept. 29, near the equinox.  
 

ANUNCIOS EN ESPANOL 
 

 

IMPORTANTE:  La ser ie PRO-VIDA se ha pospuesto. Ya les 

informaré al respecto. Estén atentos, por favor. 

 VACUNA CONTRA EL FLU, GRATIS: Hoy 18 de 

Septiembre de 10 am a 3 pm Walgreens patrocinará una 

jornada de vacuna gratuita. No tiene costo, pero si tienes 

seguro de salud tráelo para que Walgreens pueda recibir 

reembolso. Si no tienes seguro de salud, no te preocupes, ven 

con tu familia a recibir la vacuna.  

 CLASES DE CCD 2016-2017: El miércoles pasado se 

inicio el CCD con la celebración de la Sagrada Eucaristía. 

Las clases comienzan el miércoles 21 de septiembre de 3.45 

a 5 pm.  

 CLASES DE RCIA: Estas clases son dictadas por  el P. 

Nelson los domingos de 10 am a 11.15 am, para preparar a 

personas adultas en el camino de la fe. Si te falta algún 

sacramento (Bautismo, Primera Comunión o Confirmación) 

ven a esta clase para aprender acerca de tu fe, recibir tus 

sacramentos y vivir tu vida en plenitud. Las clases 

comienzan el domingo 25 de septiembre.  

 CLASES DE PREPARACION PARA EL BAUTISMO: 

Se realizan cada segundo y cuarto jueves de cada mes a las 

7 pm en la Iglesia. Entrada por  el parqueadero. Se 

recuerda que deben inscribirse previamente en la rectoría. 

Los bautismos en Español se realizan los segundos y cuartos 

sábados de cada mes a las 2.30 pm.  

 MIERCOLES DE LA MISERICORDIA: Todos los 

miércoles a las 7 pm. El próximo miércoles 21 

celebraremos la canonización de Santa Teresa de Calcuta. 

Ven para revivir juntos la experiencia de esta mujer que supo 

vivir en plenitud la relación misericordiosa con el Señor.  

 GRUPO DE ORACIÓN: Todos los lunes de 7 pm a 9 pm. 

Ven a alabar al Señor con tus hermanos y hermanas!!!  

 RETIRO MARIANO: El grupo de oración está 

preparando una celebración por los 35 años de servicio el 8 

de octubre. Separa tu tiempo para estar  presente desde 

las 12 del día.  

 AGUA BENDITA: Una bella tradición de nuestra fe es el 

uso del agua bendita. Ven a la rectoría y lleva agua bendita a 

tu casa. Úsala con fe en Cristo en las personas y en los 

objetos. No es magia, es relación con Dios. 

 Se vende casa en Santo Domingo. Informes con María 

Pérez, tel: 718-829-8623 
 
 

BUEN DIA, HERMANOS: 
 

Queridos hermanos, esta semana hemos terminado de leer la 

Primera Carta a los Corintios durante la liturgia entre semana, o 

sea, en las misas de lunes a sábado. Ha sido una catequesis 

preciosa la que el apóstol San Pablo nos ha dado y quisiera hacer 

un resumen de algunos de los temas que considero esenciales, 

pues tienen un gran valor doctrinal para la vida de nuestras 

comunidades. La Iglesia ha conservado estas cartas como un 

tesoro a lo largo de los siglos y me parece importante que 

nosotros las conozcamos, pues allí hay claves importantes sobre 

lo que significa la vida del discípulo en medio de la comunidad.  
 

Antes que nada es importante apreciar que la lectura de esta carta 

ha durado tres semanas, esto significa que la Iglesia le da una 

gran importancia pues no siempre sucede lo mismo. En otras 

palabras, esta es una de esas cartas que todo cristiano debe leer y 

reflexionar para poder aplicar a su propia vida. Esa es la manera 

en la que crecemos en nuestra fe y como consecuencia en nuestra 

relación con Dios, con nuestros hermanos y con nosotros 

mismos.  
 

San Pablo nos dice, después del saludo inicial, que el mensaje 

que nos entrega, y que es rechazado y considerado una locura 

para el mundo que confía sólo en la razón y la sabiduría humana, 

es el mensaje de la cruz de Cristo. Ése mensaje es nuestra 

salvación porque, nos dice Pablo, todo proyecto humano, de la 

índole que sea, termina por construir una sociedad basada en la 

injusticia, la discriminación, la opresión y la violencia. Esto es 

algo que constatamos día a día en nuestras sociedades y 

diferentes culturas del mundo. Por lo anterior, Pablo nos recuerda 

que hay una sabiduría superior que es revelada por el Espíritu que 

habita en nosotros. Esa es la sabiduría que Pablo ha recibido del 

Señor y es la sabiduría que nos comunica. Por lo tanto, el 

fundamento esencial sobre el cuál se debe establecer una 

comunidad es sobre esta sabiduría, en la cual el protagonista es el 

Espíritu de Cristo que revela el misterio de Dios.  
 

Uno de los temas que afronta Pablo en gran parte de la carta es el 

de las divisiones, envidias y discordias en las comunidades. El 

atribuye todas estos problemas a la “falta de madurez cristiana”. 

El centro de la vida cristiana debe ser Cristo, y esto se hace 

visible sólo cuando la comunidad comienza a comprender que 

todos, cada uno con su función, somos servidores de Cristo. El 

servidor de Cristo se revela en el servicio al hermano, en la 

comprensión y paciencia en las relaciones y en la tolerancia y 

capacidad de perdón que aprende del mismo Señor.  
 

Todo esto lo conecta Pablo con la celebración de la Eucaristía, 

que es mucho más que el culto que hacemos para recibir el 

cuerpo del Señor. La Eucaristía, nos recuerda el apóstol, nos 

permite ’hacer presente’, recordar la presencia de Cristo en 

medio de la comunidad. Pero no es un recuerdo de algo lejano 

sino “la memoria de Jesús” que se sitúa en medio de dos 

horizontes: uno histórico, “la noche que fue entregado” y otro de 

futuro, “hasta que vuelva”. En medio de estos dos horizontes está 

el presente, el día de hoy. Y qué significa hacer memoria de 

Jesús? El pan y el vino consagrados por la acción del Espíritu 

Santo ‘actualizan’ su vida, su atención y entrega especial al 

pobre, al marginado y al pecador que culmina en la cruz y la 

resurrección. Es esa presencia la que transforma, libera y salva al 

creyente que es el “Cuerpo de Cristo”.  
 



Pablo habla también acerca de los dones de los miembros de la 

comunidad y les enseña que aquellos con cargos de liderazgo no 

pueden abusar de los otros hermanos. El problema es muy 

frecuente: los más sencillos y humildes son a menudo mirados 

con indiferencia y desprecio. Pablo afirma en su carta que los 

ministerios, carisma y actividades tienen como origen común al 

Señor, a su Espíritu y a Dios. O sea, ninguna de las cualidades de 

un miembro de la comunidad son naturales ni fruto del esfuerzo 

humano sino gracia y regalo de la Trinidad. Además, dice el 

apóstol que esas virtudes deben ser puestas para el bien común de 

los hermanos.  
 

Pablo recuerda también que todos, sin excepción, somos 

protagonistas en la construcción del Reino de Dios que es una 

tarea que le corresponde a toda la comunidad cristiana y que es la 

forma privilegiada mediante la comunidad puede dar testimonio 

de su fe en Cristo. En otras palabras, en las comunidades no 

pueden existir categorías de personas. Hay diferentes funciones, 

pero la dignidad de la persona es única. Y en un himno 

maravilloso al amor Pablo nos dice que un cristiano puede tener 

muchos dones: de predicar, de profecía, de servicio, de 

generosidad, etc, pero nada de eso sirve si no hay amor.  
 

A continuación nos da una definición sobre las características del 

amor cristiano: es servicial, no es egoísta, no es orgulloso, no 

actúa con bajeza, no busca su interés, no se irrita. Al contrario, 

deja atrás las ofensas y las perdona, nunca se alegra de la 

injusticia, y siempre se alegra de la verdad. Al final todo será 

eliminado, pero el amor nunca terminará. La fe y la esperanza 

nos sirven durante esta vida, lo único que permanece es el amor 

con el que hayamos vivido nuestra vida. Ya lo decía San Juan de 

la Cruz: “Al final seremos juzgados en el amor”.  

Y la pregunta final podría ser: Y para qué todo lo anterior? La 

respuesta es preciosa y la encontramos en el capítulo 15 de esta 

carta. Allí Pablo nos recuerda que el mensaje que nos da es el 

mismo que él mismo recibió del Señor: “que Cristo murió por 

nuestros pecados, que fue sepultado y resucitó al tercer día, que 

se apareció a los apóstoles y luego a más de quinientos 

hermanos y por último a él mismo”. Esta es la “confesión , la 

proclamación de nuestra fe”.  Por lo tanto, nosotros creemos lo 

que estos primeros testigos vieron, pero además, lo que ellos 

creyeron. Es decir , nuestra comunidad está fundada, 

convocada, reunida en esta realidad de fe que tiene como 

cimiento “los testigos de la resurrección”.  
 

Pablo concluye este capitulo reflexionando sobre el objeto de 

nuestra fe. Dice que si Jesús no hubiera resucitado nuestra fe no 

tendría sentido alguno. Para que serviría el Bautismo, la 

Confirmación, el recibir el Cuerpo de Cristo? Nada de esto 

tendría sentido sino fuera por su resurrección, que anuncia la 

nuestra. Es más, Pablo dice que “los cristianos seríamos dignos 

de compasión si pusiéramos nuestra fe en Cristo sólo para esta 

vida”. Esta es la gran afirmación de la fe cristiana. Pablo dice 

que los mismos sufrimientos que él padece (persecución, cárcel, 

etc.) serían en vano si él no creyera en la resurrección.  
 

Este pensamiento tiene impacto también en la moralidad con la 

que el cristiano vive su vida. Quien cree en la resurrección quiere 

aprender, durante su vida, a vivir como Jesús nos lo enseña, 

precisamente porque quiere un día disfrutar de esa resurrección 

para siempre a su lado. Quien no cree en la resurrección 

simplemente se queda con lo que tiene día a día y de allí el refrán 

popular que dice: “Comamos y bebamos que mañana 

moriremos”. Si no hay resurrección ellos tendrían la razón. Si 

hay resurrección, nosotros tenemos la razón.                     P. Nelson 
 

Mass Intentions 
SUNDAY, Sept. 18, 2016-Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 7:30 Aleth Mercado 
  Our Parishioners 
 9:00 Lerma Jamon, Gerardo Jabinal,  
       Francisco Ramos and Norberto Sapinoso 
 10:30 Parish Feast Day Celebration 
  Eduardo Hernandez 
  Sarah Joseph 
  Carlos and Mercedes Delgado 
 12:00 Oscar Amalio Nuñez 
  Maria Cuadrado 
 1:30 Anthony Brennan 
 5:00 Roberto Caban 
MONDAY, September 19, 2016-Feast of St. Januarius  
 6:50 Brenda Brinz Van de Weghe (Intentions) 
 8:30 Bridget and Pat Joe Early 
 12:15 Gregory and Hanah Scanlon 
TUESDAY, Sept. 20, 2016-Feast of St. Andrew Kim Tai-gon  
  & St.Paul Chong Ha-sang & Companions 
 6:50 In Thanksgiving for Favors 
 8:30 Marie-Denise Antoine 
 12:15 Maria Plaza 
  Mary Jane Gisselbrecht 
WEDNESDAY, Sept. 21, 2016-Feast of St. Matthew 
 6:50 Helen Mary Wnek 
 8:30 Ana Maria Romero Pernas 
 12:15 Augusto and Julieta Arroyo (Intentions) 
 7:30 Nurys Medina 
  Martha Irene Duran 
THURSDAY, September 22, 2016-Feast of St. Jonas 
 6:50 Marie-Denise Antoine 
 8:30 Elizabeth Harty 
 12:15 Nicoletta Dimichino 
FRIDAY, September 23, 2016-Feast of St. Pius of Pietrelcina 
 6:50 John Carrasquillo 
 8:30 Thomas F. Sullivan 
 12:15 Ralph A. Cerbone Jr. and Padre Pio 
SATURDAY, Sept. 24, 2016-Feast of St. Ysarn 
 6:50 David Savino (Intentions) 
 8:30 Marie-Denise Antoine 
 12:15 In Thanksgiving 
 5:30 Rosa Hernandez 
SUNDAY, Sept. 25, 2016-Twenty-Sixth Sun. in Ordinary Time 
 7:30 Mary Theresa Early (Intentions) 
 9:00 Fr. John Haggerty 
  Our Parishioners 
 10:30 Edquina Powe 
 12:00 Jose Sanabria 
  Brandon Chiavarria (11 month Death Anniv.) 
 1:30 Porinchu Neyyan 
 5:00 Marie-Denise Antoine 
 

 

Readings for the Week of September 18, 2016 

Sunday: Am 8:4-7/Ps 113:1-2, 4-8/1 Tm 2:1-8/Lk 16:1-13 or 

16:10-13 

Monday: Prv 3:27-34/Ps 15:2-5/Lk 8:16-18 

Tuesday: Prv 21:1-6, 10-13/Ps 119:1, 27, 30, 34-35, 44/Lk 8:19-

21 

Wednesday: Eph 4:1-7, 11-13/Ps 19:2-5/Mt 9:9-13 

Thursday: Eccl 1:2-11/Ps 90:3-6, 12-14, 17/Lk 9:7-9 

Friday: Eccl 3:1-11/Ps 144:1-4/Lk 9:18-22 

Saturday: Eccl 11:9-12:8/Ps 90:3-6, 12-14, 17/Lk 9:43b-45 

Next Sunday: Am 6:1a, 4-7/Ps 146:7-10/1 Tm 6:11-16/Lk 16:19-

31 


