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A WORD FROM THE PASTOR: 
 

THE CLOSING OF THE YEAR OF MERCY 

SHOULD NOT CLOSE OUR HEARTS TO MERCY 

The Jubilee Year of Mercy declared by 
Pope Francis will come to a close next 
Sunday, November 20, and through the 
declaration of this Extraordinary Jubilee, 
the Church greatly wanted Her members to 
encounter the mercy and love of God. 

Now, we Catholics can reflect on what we 
have learned during this year, which 
hopefully has been that God’s mercy will 
give us the ability to experience the eternal 
joys of heaven at the end of our earthly 
lives because none of us is ever going to be in heaven’s eternal 
embrace simply by our having lived spotless and faultless lives, 
and that if not for God’s grace (and mercy), there is nothing that 
we can personally do to gain us entry into the halls of heaven’s 
eternity.  

Perhaps the biggest lesson we should have learned is that unless 
we understand God’s mercy, it is difficult to practice mercy 
ourselves because there are many ways in which mercy and 
forgiveness can either be used as a weapon against our 
adversaries, or be held in fear instead of awe and love.  

When we are hurt or betrayed by anyone, it is almost intuitive that 
we find ourselves withholding any form of pardon or forgiveness 
until we are convinced and assured that we will not be hurt 
again.  While this kind of logic does seem “sensible,” it really isn’t 
gospel.  What is gospel is that Jesus came to forgive us our sins 
when we were still mired in them.  Jesus did not wait for us to be 
sorry for our sins or to be assured that we will not sin again before 
dying to save us.  By being mindful of this act of supreme grace by 
God, we then need to extend this to our brothers and sisters who 
are hurting us.  When does an unfaithful spouse need to be 
forgiven?  Precisely when he or she is unfaithful.  Yet, many 
spouses withhold their forgiveness and mercy from their straying 
spouse until they stop their philandering ways.  But if they do stop 
their ways, wouldn't what caused the hurting actions in the first 
place also have stopped?  There wouldn’t be a need to forgive 
and show mercy then, would there?  By then they would have 
already undergone a conversion of heart.  It is precisely when the 
hurt is at its worst that forgiveness will also be most needed, much 
like the way a life vest is urgently needed when a victim is 
drowning and not when he is back on dry land.  

We must also understand that the goodness that we extend to 
others does not only come from the storehouse of goodness that 
we have in ourselves.  Rather, our understanding of the primacy of 
grace means that all the good that we can and should do is always 
only in response to the goodness that we have first received from 
God.  

That same principle applies to mercy given to others by us.  If we 
find ourselves being calculative, scrimpy and frugal in extending 
mercy when it is asked of us, it most likely is because we have 
failed to see just how lavish and utterly generous God has been 
with us, especially through the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  This 
gives good reason for every one of us to constantly go back to the 
Scriptures to re-appreciate and encounter the depth and counter-
logic of God’s mercy to be able to be authentic witnesses of mercy 
ourselves. 

And as much as we want to be protective of ourselves against 
repeated hurt and anguish in life, it simply is not possible.  This is 
because life is not something that is hermetically sealed and 
sterile, but is organic and dynamic.  Human relationships are 
steeped in life and are therefore always open to interpretations 
and perceptions, and as a result, to being wounded as 

well.  Mercy is never going to be a one-time affair on this side of 
eternity.  As our lives are ever evolving, so too are our being 
exposed, vulnerable to sin, misunderstandings and struggles in 
relationships.  

Faith allows us to see these not as stumbling blocks but stepping-
stones – to further growth and knowledge of others and of 
ourselves.  Faith also enables us to appreciate our differences in 
community as means through which we become better people.  

Our spiritual lives are to be lived in such a way as to bring out the 
best in us and our fellow pilgrims in life, which is one of the ways 
we need to appreciate community life.  Mercy is a prerequisite if 
we want to shine in the eyes of God, and community, when lived in 
love, can then become our pathway to true holiness.  Mercy, and 
the call to be merciful does not have a use-by date, because 
God’s love and mercy is eternal.  We simply gave this dimension 
of God’s love added emphasis this year, and it must continue on 
through the coming years. 

Thus, the closing of the doors of mercy all over the world should 
never close any of the doors of our hearts to those who need to 
see Christ and his unconditional love in us.                        Fr. David  

 

St. Margaret of Scotland 
Feast: November 16 

Margaret was an English princess, born in exile in Hungary. She 
and her mother sailed to Scotland to escape from the king who 
had conquered their land. King Malcolm of Scotland welcomed 
them and fell in love with the beautiful princess. Margaret and 
Malcolm were married before too long.  

As Queen, Margaret changed her husband and the country for the 
better. Malcolm was good, but he and his court were very rough. 
When he saw how wise his beloved wife was, he listened to 

her good advice. She softened his temper and led him to practice 
great virtue. She made the court beautiful and civilized. Soon all 
the princes had better manners, and the ladies copied her purity 
and devotion. The king and queen gave wonderful example to 
everyone by the way they prayed together and fed crowds of poor 
people with their own hands. They seemed to have only one 
desire: to make everyone happy and good.  

Margaret was a blessing for all the people of Scotland. Before she 
came, there was great ignorance and many bad habits among 
them. Margaret worked hard to obtain good teachers, to correct 
the evil practices, and to have new churches built. She loved to 
make these churches beautiful for God's glory, and she 
embroidered the priest's vestments herself.  

God sent this holy Queen six sons and two daughters. She loved 
them dearly and raised them well. The youngest boy became St. 
David. But Margaret had sorrows, too. In her last illness, she 
learned that both her husband and her son, Edward, had been 
killed in battle. Yet she prayed: "I thank You, Almighty God, for 
sending me so great a sorrow to purify me from my sins."  She 
died peacefully in 1093, a few days after the death of her 
husband, and was canonized in 1250 by Pope innocent IV. 

 

St. Rose Philippine Duchesne 
Feast: November 18 

She was born in Grenoble, France, and in 1769, Rose joined the 
Society of the Sacred Heart. In 1818, when she was forty-nine 
years old, Rose was sent to the United States where she founded 
a boarding school for daughters of pioneers near St. Louis and 
opened the first free school west of the Missouri. At the age of 
seventy-one, she began a school for Indians, who soon came to 
call her "the woman who is always praying". Her biographers have 
also stressed her courage in frontier conditions, her 
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singlemindedness in pursuing her dream of serving Native 
Americans, and her self-acceptance. This holy servant of God was 
beatified by Pope Pius XII in 1940 and canonized by Pope John 
Paul II in 1988. 

 

HOW DID CATHOLICS VOTE ON TUESDAY 

The United States is home to 7 percent of all Catholics in the 

world, and 23 percent of the voting population in the U.S. is 

Catholic.  This year, Catholics voted once again for the winning 

presidential candidate in Tuesday’s election, as they have done in 

recent elections. 

“Catholics continue to be the only major religious voting block 

that can shift from one election to the next, which is what makes 

the Catholic vote such an important swing vote,” said Dr. Mark 

Gray of the Center for Applied Research in the Apostolate 

(CARA) at Georgetown University. “Presidential candidates who 

win the Catholic vote almost always win the presidency,” he 

added. 

Trump won the Catholic vote by 7 points, but his margin of 

victory among White Catholics on Tuesday was striking. While 

that bloc normally votes Republican – Mitt Romney won it by 19 

points in 2012 – Trump went even further and won it by 23 points 

according to exit polls, the highest margin of victory in that bloc 

since before the 2000 election. 

As expected, Trump lost the Hispanic Catholic vote decidedly – 

67 to 26 percent – but still at the lowest margin of defeat for a 

Republican presidential ticket for that bloc since the 2004 

election, but among non-Spanish speaking Latino Catholics the 

margin was significantly closer. 

Dr. Gray cautioned that, although Catholics clearly supported 

Trump in the exit polls, “What we don't know yet is why 

Catholics voted as a majority for Trump. Historically, Catholics 

vary in their ultimate party preference – usually voting for the 

winning party in an election. “No other major religious group 

does this,” Dr. Gray emphasized. “Other Christians reliably vote 

majority Republican. Those of non-Christian affiliations or no 

religious affiliation vote consistently Democrat.” 

There was a divide in support among weekly churchgoing 

Catholics and those who do not attend church as frequently. Exit 

polls showed Trump winning among weekly churchgoers 56 to 40 

percent, while among those attending a “few times a year” there 

was basically an even split. Clinton enjoyed a large victory (31 

points) among those who do not attend religious services. 

 
 

 CLOSING THE JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY-With the start 

of a new liturgical year, Pope Francis’ Jubilee Year of Mercy will 
come to an end. The official end of the Holy Year of Mercy is 
Sunday, November 20. The purpose of this Holy Year of 
Mercy has been to highlight the importance of being merciful to 
one another, as God is merciful to us. Jesus said, “Blessed are the 
merciful, for they will be shown mercy” (Matthew 5:7)  Also on that 
same day, the Church will celebrate the great feast of Christ the 
King, and the Puerto Rican community will celebrate the Feast of 
Our Lady of Divine Providence.  There will be a reception in the 
gymnasium with food and music following the NOON Mass. We 
will show a film on the life of Mother Teresa. 
 
 

ALUMNI REUNION COMMITTEE MEMBERS  
STILL NEEDED: 

We are planning THREE St. Helena School alumni reunions.  One 
for the classes 1940-1969, a second for the classes 1970-1999, 
and a third for the classes 2000-2016.  We are NOW looking for 
people from those years who are willing to give of their time and 
talent to serve on one of the three committees that we are forming 
to plan those celebrations. Please either call the rectory at 718-
892-3232 or send an email to sthelenarc@yahoo.com to let us 
know that you would like to participate in planning your special 
alumni event. 
 

 

ADULT AND CHILDREN’S CHOIR 

ANNOUNCEMENT:   
St. Helena's has initiated both an adult and a children's 

choir.  Rehearsals and Sung Choir Masses are as follows:          

Children's Choir:  
8:30 am Rehearsal - 9:00 am Mass  

 

Adult Choir:  
10:00 am Rehearsal - 10:30 am Mass  

Everyone is welcome and encouraged to participate. 

 

ST. JOSEPH’S SEMINARY SCHOLA-will perform on 

December 1 at 7:30PM at St. Aidan’s, Williston Park; on 

December 2 at 7:30PM at St. Sebastian’s, Woodside; on 

December 3 at 7PM at St. Patr ick’s Cathedral, and on 

December 4 at 4PM at St. Joseph’s Seminary, Yonkers. A 

reception will  follow the December 4 concert. Our own            

Br. Ricardo is a member of the Schola. All proceeds will go 

towards the Schola’s musical pilgrimage to France this summer. 

Tickets are $25 for General Admission and $50 for Reserved VIP 

seats. 
 

 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

50/50 DRAWING: The Nov. 6 winners are: No. 125 & No. 4362 @ $30 

 SPANISH FAMILY SESSION in the cafeter ia on 

November 13 at 1:30PM. 

 ENGLISH FAMILY SESSION in the cafeter ia on 

November 20 at 11:30AM. 
 

 UTILITY FUND COLLECTION-The second collection 

this weekend will help us to pay for our heating oil as well as 

repair one of our boilers, which will cost about $50,000. 

Please be generous. 

 SPANISH MASS in honor  of  St. Martin of Tours on 

Sunday, November 13 at Noon. 

 SPANISH ADVENT RETREAT on Sat., December 3 

from Noon-6PM in the gym. 

 BIBLE STUDY-The Fall Semester class is Church History. 

It meets every Tuesday both at 1PM and 7:30PM in the green 

building. This Tues., we will study the Renaissance Popes.   

You can attend one class or as many as you like.  

 FOUNDATIONS OF OUR CATHOLIC FAITH is 

conducted in Spanish by Fr. Nelson every Tuesday evening 

from 7-8:30PM in the cafeteria. 

 SPANISH CHARISMATIC PRAYER AND 

ADORATION takes place every Monday at 7PM.  

 A COURSE IN MIRACLES-Rogier F. van Vlissingen is 

teaching a 13-week class A Course in Miracles every Sunday 

at St. Helena’s from 3 to 4:30 PM. For more information, call 

917-549-0959. A suggested donation is $7/session. 
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NOVEMBER 13, 2016 

  THANKSGIVING FOOD DRIVE:  St. Helena will once 

more conduct its annual Thanksgiving Food Drive to benefit 

St. Anthony's Soup Kitchen.  Canned goods and food items 

can be brought either to the rectory or left in the designated 

container in the Church Narthex (entranceway.)  Thank you 

for your support of this St. Helena holiday tradition. 

 PARISH TOY DRIVE AND CLOTHING DRIVE:  As 

we have done in the past, St. Helena Parish is teaming up 

with Hope For Us Inc. to sponsor our Thanksgiving and 

Christmas TOY DRIVE and CLOTHING DRIVE.  We will 

accept both CLOTHES and UNWRAPPED TOYS from 

Nov. 6 through December 22. The clothes will be brought 

to area homeless shelters, and the toys will be brought half to 

Montefiore Hospital and half to area homeless shelters. You 

can bring your donations to the rectory.  For more 

information, call Vera Acquah at 646-229-4256. 

 CHRISTMAS BAZAAR-We are seeking donations for and 

people to help at St. Helena’s Annual Christmas Bazaar, 

which will take place on Sun., Nov. 27 from 10AM - 5PM 

in the Parish Hall.  Included in the day’s events will be the 

drawing of the Thanksgiving Raffle, as well as a variety of 

ethnic foods, religious items, clothes, crafts, jewelry, gift 

items, and a special surprise guest appearance.  Donations 

can be brought to the rectory. 

 PARISH CHRISTMAS PARTY on Sat., December 17 in 

the gym from 6-11PM. 

 PARISH BOOKSTORE is open every Sunday from 

8:30AM to 1PM. Now Available in the Bookstore:          

St. Patrick's Cathedral. A beautiful book with dozens of 

unseen photos.  The book retails for $40, but it is now ON 

SALE in the bookstore, along with Mother Teresa Holy 

Cards, also available in English and Spanish. 

 ST. HELENA BOY SCOUT TROOP 65 is welcoming new 

members. The Troop celebrates  its 65th Anniversary this year. 

Meetings are held every Wednesday from 6:30-8PM in the 

school cafeteria. We invite you to come and see what scouting 

may offer you. 

 PRAYER AND LIFE WORKSHOP is a free 15-week 

course in Spanish for adults who seek a more vibrant and 

vivid presentation of Jesus and a true adaptation to the needs 

of our present society. Its emphasis is on love, which is a 

transforming power, rather than fear and punishment. It is 

being held here on Thurs. evenings from 7-9PM. 

 EXPLORE A FREE CATHOLIC INTERNET SITE-    

St. Helena’s Parish NOW has a free subscription to an online 

platform called FORMED, which is a kind of Netflix for 

Catholics, and so all parishioners now have unlimited access 

to faith formation programs, Bible Studies, Catholic-themed 

movies and programs, enjoy music, e-books and much more. 

A number of Spanish-language resources are also available. 

So far, 24 parishioners have registered. It is very easy to 

register with FORMED. FIRST go to formed.org and click 

the REGISTER link in the middle of the page; enter the 

parish code 2KQQYD and your email, then click “Go.” Fill 

in the registration information.  After registering, you will 

receive a message asking you to verify your email address. 

Check your email (it may be in your spam folder) and click 

VERIFY.  You will be prompted to login.  You can then 

enjoy using FORMED.  We will be using it for many 

upcoming parish programs and activities. 

 CARNEGIE HALL GOSPEL CONCERT-Carnegie 

Hall’s 2016-17 season has been announced, and one of the 

concerts offered this season will be A Night of Inspiration a 

wonderful program of gospel music led by composer, music 

director and producer Ray Chew on Tues., Dec. 6 at 8PM. 

The concert features Dionne Warwick and the New Faith 

Church Choir from Capetown, South Africa. Tickets are now 

available to groups of 15 or more. Is there enough interest in 

having a group go from the parish? Ticket prices are as 

follows: 

  $81.00 - Parquet 

  $72.90 (front) or $54.90 – Dress Circle 

 $30.50 – Dress Circle Obstructed View 

            $32.40 ($27 if paid for right away) – Balcony 

        $18 00– Balcony Obstructed View 
 

If you are interested in attending this Gospel Concert, please 

call the rectory at 718-892-3232 and let us know which 

ticket you would like to order, and as soon as we have 

requests for 15 tickets, we shall place the group order. 

 PROFESSIONAL COUNSELING-St. Helena parishioners 

now have access to short term, bilingual  professional 

counseling to help parishioners through issues and crises that 

can be successfully addressed by brief counseling support 

such as marital problems, raising children, eldercare, job 

loss, or bereavement. Parishioners are eligible for a 

maximum of six counseling sessions for a fee of $10 co-pay 

per session.  Contact the parish office for more information 

about this service. 

 BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP-A Bereavement 

Support Group has been formed at St. Helena. The group is 

intended for those who are grieving the loss of a loved one or 

a dear friend.  It meets at 11AM on Saturdays in the green 

building. To register or for more information about this 

program, contact:  Jessica Perez at jeniperez_s@yahoo.com. 

 SICK AND DECEASED members of the par ish are 

remembered in the Prayers of the Faithful. If you know of 

any current or former parishioners who are seriously ill or 

have passed, or you know of any sick parishioners who need 

Holy Communion brought to them, please call the rectory at 

718-892-3232, and let us know about their condition.  

 LOST AND FOUND:  We have several 

pairs of glasses and sunglasses that have 

been turned into us over the past few 

months.  If you think you may have lost a 

pair in church, please contact the rectory. 

OFFERING ENVELOPES 
 

Sunday, November 6, 2016                              $4,385.07 

Elementary School                                           $1,539.14                                                        
Our weekly budget, (Nuestro presupuesto semanal es) $4,231.00 

 

Thank you to everyone for your generosity and for your support and for all 

that you do for St. Helena’s Parish. We have some major capital repair 

expenses on our boilers coming up, and  I am again glad to report that we  

exceeded our weekly budget goal.  
 

Gracias a todos por su generosidad y por todo lo que hacen por esta Iglesia 

de St. Helena. 

http://formed.org/


 FOOD COUPONS-Thank you for the restaurant coupons 

you give us. We have many people who come to the Rectory 

asking for money for a meal, and your donation greatly helps. 

 APARTMENTS WANTED-Within the Parkchester area. If 

you know of one that is available, please call the Rectory. 

 FULL-TIME OR PART-TIME MAINTENANCE OR 

HANDYMAN JOB position needed. E-mail: 

josecolon1080@gmail.com or  call 347-964-9539. 

 AA BIG BOOK STUDY meets every Sat., 7-8:30PM in 

the green building. 
 

SCHOOL NEWS 
 

HORSEMEN TO PLAY IN TOURNAMENT 

FINALS 
The varsity Horsemen of St. Helena School will play Monday 

night in the finals of the Catholic Basketball League Tip off 

Tournament, having defeated St. Ignatius School 56-22 and      

St. Ignatius Loyola School 37-21 in games played earlier this 

week. 
 

Two varsity players, Francisco Mattei and Omari Ward, scored in 

double digits during both games.  Ward scored 19 points against 

Ignatius and 12 points against Loyola, while Mattei scored 13 

against Ignatius and 16 against Loyola.  So far, Ward is the only 

Horseman to score in all four quarters, which he did against 

Loyola. 
 

The Horsemen sank three 3s in their opening game against 

Ignatius, coming from Mattei, Hope Martinez, and Kameron 

Carrasquilla, while Ward and Mattei each sank a three against 

Loyola.  
 

Justin Martinez hit five 2s against Ignatius and scored seven 

points against Loyola.  Devonne Stewart sank a two in the third 

quarter against Loyola, and Adam Waldrop hit a two in both the 

second and fourth quarters against Ignatius. 
 

Nick Casey was the only Loyola player to score in double digits, 

with 12, playing in his first organized basketball game.  Loyola 

was 0/3 from the foul line, while the horsemen were 3/8.  Against 

Ignatius, the Horsemen were 13/17 and Ignatius was 3/10 from 

the line. 
 

In the opening junior varsity game of the tournament, the 

Horsemen fell to Loyola 15-30.  William Manning scored seven 

points in the second and third quarters, while Kevin Vasquez 

sank his three 2s all in the fourth quarter.  Jose Velez hit a two in 

the second. 
 

The varsity Horsemen will take on Our Lady of the Assumption 

Monday night in the varsity championship game at 5:30 p.m. in 

the gym. 

 BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION-St. Helena School 

receives 10 cents for each Box Top 

For Education box top that you clip 

and give to us. There are hundreds of 

products that carry the special Box 

Top For Education symbol.  You may 

send them to the school with your child or drop them in the 

collection basket at Mass. Your support is much appreciated.  

 
 

 
 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 CHILDREN’S COAT DISTRIBUTION-Parkchester 

Cares will be distributing children’s coats Nov. 14-19 & 21 

from 3-9PM, Mon.-Fri. & 9AM-8PM Sat. at the Boys and 

Girls Club of Parkchester, 2051 St. Raymond Ave.  No 

appointment is needed.  However, coats will only be 

distributed to those who appear in person.  For more info, 

call Julie at 718-320-6065. 

 A FIRESIDE CHAT WITH REV. BRYAN 

MASSINGALE, author  of Racial Justice and the 

Catholic Church, will take place on Monday, Nov. 14 at 

6:30PM, at St. Char les Borromeo Church, 141st St., 

NY.  Light refreshments will be served. 

 LECTURE ON HIGHER EDUCATION IN THE 

JEWISH, CHRISTIAN, AND MUSLIM TRADITIONS  

by Fr. Patrick Ryan, SJ on Tuesday, Nov. 15 at 6PM at the 

Corrigan Conference Ctr., 113 W. 60th St. and Wednesday, 

Nov. 16 at 6PM at the Fordham Univ. Walsh Family 

Library, Rose Hill Campus. Free and open to the 

public.  Call 718-817-4745 for more info. 

 HAVE YOU HAD AN ABORTION?  Do you know 

someone who is carrying the grief of a past abortion?  There 

is help and hope available and the pain and sorrow of 

abortion need not endure for a lifetime.   “Days of Prayer 

and Healing” offer the opportunity to experience the love 

and mercy of God and to heal the wound of abortion.  The 

next “Day of Prayer and Healing” is Saturday, 

November 19.   For location and confidential registration call 

the Sisters of Life at (866)-575-0075 (toll free) or  

email hopeandhealing@sistersoflife.org.   For additional tri

-state retreats and information see Lumina Hope & Healing 

after abortion www.postabortionhelp.org or 

email Lumina@postabortionhelp.org.  Days of Prayer 

and Healing for Men - For more information or to register 

for men please call Lumina at 877-586-4621. 

 ARCHBISHOP STEPINAC HIGH SCHOOL DRAMA 

CLUB presents the regional premiere of the Tony award-

winning Broadway hit based on Lyndon B. Johnson, ALL 

THE WAY.  Show dates are: Nov. 18 and 19 at 7:30PM, 

and Nov. 20 at 2:00PM. Tickets are $20 adults and $15 

children under 12 and senior citizens. Please call for ticket 

reservations 914-946-4800 x200 or  for  more info email: 

theatre@stepinac.org. 

 INTERNATIONAL SURVIVORS OF SUICIDE LOSS 

DAY-Saturday, Nov. 19 from 9AM-2PM at the New 

School, 66 West 12th St., NY.  Children and teens are 

welcome to attend. Call Amy at 646-284-5790 for more info. 

 NIGHTFEVER NYC IS COMING BACK TO               

ST. PATRICK’S CATHEDRAL on November 19, 2016. 

On the last night of the Year of Mercy, Nightfever NYC will 

be hosting this night of praise, worship and reconciliation at 

Saint Patrick’s Cathedral (50th Street and 5th Avenue).  We 

Please Pray for the Sick of our Parish 

Joanne Frances Bernadette Sanabria, Sylvia Carballo,  

Ruben Mercado, Mike Adorno, Catherine Holden, 

Carmelle and Nicole Antoine, Indrowdi Sadu, Rosa Pena,  

Brenda Jackson, James Leunge, Carol Primak, Joan Ricci, 

Lucy Cannavacciuolo,  Aaron Sylvester, Sean Gaffney, Bertha Mero, 

Peter Vaccaro, Gino Vaccaro, Veronica Gonzalez,  Ronald Horne,  

Doris Waldropt, Milagro Vasquez, Juana Carmen Rodriguez,  

Ynes Tavarez, Theresa Delevan, Neil Duggan, Humberto Prieto,  

Jenny Mauro, Jimmy Mauro, Mariana Rivera,  Annissa Ramratansingh, 

Catherine Gregson, Noemi Cross 
 
 

Please Pray for the Deceased and their Grieving Families:  

 Santa Rivera, Gregorio Rodrigez Carrillo, Efrain Rodriguez,  

Ivette Estrada, Fr. Vincent Lancellotti, Juan Dominguez,  

Fr. Richard Arold, Nicolas Randon, Sr. Jeanne Clare Scheer, O.P., 

Sgr. Paul Tuozzolo 

mailto:postabortion@sistersoflife.org
http://www.postabortinhelp.org/
mailto:Lumina@postabortionhelp.org


will have the opportunity to pray before the Lord in the 

Blessed Sacrament as well as light candles to honor Our 

Lord.  The evening of music and prayer will start at 7pm and 

end at 9pm.  Confessions will be heard throughout the 

night.  Come and be a part of this night, where the Cathedral 

will have its doors open to all New Yorkers so they can 

come, pray, and love the Lord.  For more information, email 

us at nightfevernyc@gmail.com.   

 HOLY CROSS CHURCH, 620 Thier iot Ave., Bx, is 

sponsoring “A Winter Wonderland” Card Party on 

Saturday, December 3. Doors open at 7PM. Admission 

$15 in advance, $20 at the door. For more info contact 

church rectory at 718-893-5550. 

 CHRISTMAS FLEA MARKET on Sunday, Dec. 4 in 

Mechler Hall at Holy Family Church, 2158 Watson 

Avenue.  Find gifts, toys, jewelry, treasurers and more.  Call 

718-863-9156 for more info. 

 FREE LEGAL ASSISTANCE to distressed Bronx 

homeowners in danger of foreclosure every Wednesday 

from 1-4PM at the Bronx Supreme Cour t Building, Room 

607A, 851 Grand Concourse. 

 ADORATION CHAPEL-Holy Cross Parish, 620 Thieriot 

Avenue, has an Adoration Chapel, which is open Monday-

Friday from 10AM - 9PM. 

 WIC is now being offered near  St. Helena’s at the Morr is 

Heights Health Center, 2019 Westchester Avenue, 

Bronx.  WIC services will be available Monday-Friday 

from 8:30AM - 5PM. 

 FORGIVING FINES-NYC is reducing penalties and 

interest for many violations issued by City agencies for a one

-time 90-day period from Sept. 12 - Dec. 12.  To take 

advantage of this opportunity to reduce the amount you owe 

the city, visit nyc.gov/forgivingfines  

 NOURISHMENT FOR SENIORS: Are you a SNAP-

eligible senior citizen living in NYC? You may qualify for a 

free monthly food package. For more information, call   

917-982-2564. www.nycommonpantry.org 

 

ANUNCIOS EN ESPANOL 
 

 

IMPORTANTE:  La ser ie PRO-VIDA se ha pospuesto. Ya les 

informaré al respecto. Estén atentos, por favor. 

 GRAN DOMINGO: 20 de noviembre. Es un domingo 

especial! Es el último domingo del presente año litúrgico. 

Celebraremos a Cristo, Rey del Universo. Celebramos 

también la Virgen de la Providencia, patrona de Puerto Rico. 

Es. además, el fin del “Año de la Misericordia”. Después de 

la misa tendremos almuerzo en el gimnasio. Se presentará la 

mejor película de la vida de la Madre Teresa de Calcuta y 

tendremos Adoración Eucarística y música. Estaremos 

reunidos para celebrar todas estas fiestas hasta las 6 pm. 

Estamos haciendo comunidad en Santa Helena. Únete a 

nosotros! 

 RETIRO DE ADVIENTO: El P. Nelson predicará el 

Retiro de Adviento como preparación para la temporada 

de Navidad. El retiro tendrá lugar el 3 de diciembre, de 12 

pm a 6 pm. en el gimnasio. Habrá comida, música y 

adoración al Santísimo. Prepárate para ese día! 

 DONACIONES: Estamos aceptando donaciones para el 

gran Flea Market Anual que se celebrará el 27 de 

Noviembre. Agradecemos la donación de objetos que 

estén en buen estado.  

 SEMANA NACIONAL POR LAS VOCACIONES: Del 6 

al 12 de noviembre buscaremos promover  las vocaciones 

al sacerdocio, al diaconado y a la vida religiosa. Oremos 

juntos por las vocaciones.  

 FIESTA DE NAVIDAD: Ya se está iniciando la 

preparación de la Fiesta de Navidad de la parroquia. Tendrá 

lugar el Sábado 17 de diciembre en el gimnasio, de 6 pm a 

11 pm. Deseamos que sea una fiesta para toda la familia y 

para las diferentes culturas en la parroquia. Te estaremos 

informando.  

 GRUPO DE ORACIÓN: Todos los lunes de 7 pm a 9 pm. 

Ven a alabar al Señor con tus hermanos y hermanas!!! El 

lunes 7 de diciembre tendremos misa y adoración. Ven a 

adorar a tu Señor! 

 MIERCOLES DE LA MISERICORDIA: Todos los 

miércoles a las 7 pm. Ven a dar  gracias a Dios por  su 

misericordia. Música, Coronilla de la Misericordia, 

Adoración al Santísimo y Eucaristía.  

 LEGION DE MARIA: Todos los viernes a las 7 pm, ven 

a rezar el Rosario y a planear servicio a la comunidad.  

 AGUA BENDITA: En nuestra fe Católica los 

sacramentos son centrales porque nos ayudan a “hacer 

visible” la presencia de Dios en nuestras vidas. Existen otros 

elementos, llamados sacramentales, que nos ayudan a estar 

conscientes de esa presencia de amor y misericordia. Una de 

ellas es el agua. Ven a la rectoría y lleva agua bendita a tu 

casa. Úsala con fe ara agradecer al Señor el que siempre está 

contigo, amándote, perdonándote y protegiéndote.  

 

BUEN DIA, HERMANOS: 
 

Hemos terminado una semana intensa, una semana en donde el 

país que nos ha abierto las puertas ha elegido nuevo presidente. 

Este proceso electoral ha dejado abierta la llaga de la división y 

ha mostrado un nivel alto de agresividad y unos niveles muy 

bajos de hacer política. Ahora, todos nosotros, cristianos y no 

cristianos debemos preguntarnos: Qué tiene todo eso que ver 

conmigo? 
 

Nosotros los creyentes tenemos unos criterios claros de conducta 

en la revelación que Dios nos ha enviado a través de Jesucristo. 

Es importante que en todo momento de nuestra vida hagamos 

contacto con los principios eternos de Dios, para aplicarlos al 

diario vivir, en toda época y en cualquier circunstancia. Esos 

principios, “sellados” en nuestra mente y en nuestro corazón, van 

formando nuestra conciencia y como consecuencia, el reflejo de 

la luz de Dios nos va guiando, sea en el desierto o en los valles, 

sea en las buenas o en las malas. 
 

Nunca debemos tener miedo. La ley eterna de Dios nos ha 

sido comunicada por medio de Jesucristo, quien la vivió en 

plenitud. Sabemos que su vida no fue fácil. A Jesús le tocó 

confrontar los principios del mundo con los principios de la ley 

de Dios. La corrupción, la ambición desmedida por el poder, el 

poder ejercido sin tener en cuenta el bien común, las riquezas que 

hacen al rico indiferente a la necesidad del pobre.  
 

En otras palabras, la lepra del pecado que afecta a cada ser 

humano, necesita ser tratada y sanada en cada persona, en cada 

época de la historia y en toda circunstancia de la vida. El pecado 

disminuye al ser humano, lo hace pequeño, lo separa de Dios y 

como consecuencia, lo separa del hermano.  
 

No importa que Jesús haya vivido hace dos mil años, la esencia 

del ser humano es la misma, su realidad íntima es la misma, el 
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pecado es el mismo. Lo grande es que Dios también sigue siendo 

el mismo: es el Dios de Abraham, de Isaac y de Jacob. Es el Dios 

que Jesús nos enseñó, es tu Dios y es mi Dios, y será el Dios de 

todas las generaciones por venir. Ese Dios fue quien creó al ser 

humano. Ese Dios nos acompaña en cada paso, porque quiere 

enseñarnos un camino muy especial, el camino de la civilización 

del amor, una civilización que estamos llamados a construir 

entre todos, a pesar de nuestra limitaciones y vacíos. 
 

En la construcción de esta civilización del amor los cristianos 

tenemos una palabra muy importante que decir, pero más 

importante es el testimonio que estamos llamados a dar. 

Debemos ser conscientes que al crear al ser humano, Dios creó 

un proyecto que aún no se ha terminado de construir. Nos falta 

aún bastante para superar las limitaciones de nuestras propias 

fronteras y entrar a las fronteras del hermano para ver, desde allí, 

que él/ella posee la misma dignidad que yo creo tener y que por 

lo tanto merece ser tratado con el mismo respeto que yo quiero 

para mi.  
 

La civilización del amor es una tarea de todos. No le podemos 

pedir a los políticos que la construyan ellos solos. Debemos 

vivirla y entonces exigirla desde nuestra propia experiencia de 

vida. Desde la estructura de la familia, desde la comunidad 

parroquial y desde cada uno de los entornos en los cuales se 

desenvuelve nuestra vida, trabajo, escuela, etc.  

Y cómo hacemos para construir esa civilización? Sólo encuentro 

una respuesta: Jesucristo. Tenemos allí el mejor maestro, el único 

que verdaderamente conoce la voluntad de Dios, el único que 

sabe verdaderamente quién es Dios, porque Él mismo es Dios. En 

un mundo que tiende a rechazar a Dios y a guiarse por principios 

creados por frágiles y limitadas mentes humanas, el cristiano 

coloca como opción a Jesucristo. Pero para que ese Jesucristo sea 

creíble, debemos vivirlo en nuestra propia experiencia.  
 

Esta semana hemos iniciado la carta de San Pablo a Tito, allí él 

da algunas recomendaciones a los líderes de las diferentes 

comunidades. Ojalá sean tomadas en cuenta también por los 

líderes de nuestros países: “Sin tacha, fiel a su mujer. No sea 

arrogante, ni colérico, ni ávido de ganancias poco limpias, justo, 

hospitalario, dueño de sí. Sea sobrio, serio y bien pensado, 

robusto en el amor y en la paciencia. No al chisme, que sean buen 

ejemplo para los jóvenes, íntegro para que nadie le pueda achacar 

nada, sensato, de ideas justas.” 
 

Todos, de una manera somos líderes, esos consejos valen para 

cada uno de nosotros. Nuestra motivación es Cristo y su ejemplo 

es para nosotros válido hoy como lo fue ayer. No podemos 

dejarnos llevar por las cosas del mundo aunque vivimos en él. 

Nuestro llamado es más grande, es a poner nuestro grano de 

arena para construir la civilización del amor.                  P.  Nelson 

Mass Intentions 
SUNDAY, Nov. 13, 2016-Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
               7:30  Mary Hapatzky 
               9:00  Bridget and Pat Joe Early 
             10:30  Mario Barris and the Barris Family 
             12:00  Julio Medina 
    St. Martin of Tours-Comunidad de Zapotitlan, Salinas 
  Christopher Arce Gonzalez 
  Carmen Maria Ramos & Sixto Manuel Ramos 
               1:30  Xavier Francis, Meera, Staven and  
    Jair Joseph (Intentions) 
               5:00  Francois Dossou 
  Awurelia Atsu, Gaedja Afi, Guedja Irene, Sokp 
  Josephine, Guedja Kodjo, Djo Atsu, Adjo Atsu, 
  Louise Botri, Deti Botri 
  Our Parishioners 
MONDAY, November 14, 2016-Feast of St. Serapion 
 6:50 Telma Anith and Family (Intentions) 
 8:30 Daniel J. Sullivan, Jr. 
 12:15 Michael Guido 
TUESDAY, November 15, 2016-Feast of St. Albert the Great 
 6:50 In Honor of the Sacred Heart 
 8:30 In Honor of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 
 12:15 For the Soul of Jeffny 
WEDNESDAY, November 16, 2016-Feast of St. Margaret of  
    Scotland and St. Gertrude 
 6:50 Telma Anith and Family (Intentions) 
 8:30 All Souls 
 12:15 Fr. David Powers, Sch.P. for Blessings and  
  Thanksgiving on the 31st Anniversary of  
  Holy Ordination and His Parents, Joseph  
  and Catherine, and Family 
 7:30 Dinorah Checo Para Salud de 
THURSDAY, Nov. 17, 2016-Feast of St. Elizabeth of Hungary 
 6:50 St. Helena’s Benefactors 
 8:30 All Souls 
 12:15 James J. McGowan 
  Elvis Lee Rosado 
FRIDAY, Nov. 18, 2016-Feast of St. Rose Philippine Duchesne  
 and Dedication of the Basilicas of Sts. Peter and Paul 
 6:50 Brenda Van de Weghe (Intentions) 
 8:30 All Souls 
 12:15 Joseph Hendry 
SATURDAY, November 19, 2016-Feast of St. Maximus 
 6:50 Telma Anith and Family (Intentions) 
 8:30 Special Intention of Divine Mercy-Joyce Hoyt 
 12:15 In Thanksgiving for Favors 
 5:30 Souls in Purgatory 
SUNDAY, November 20, 2016-Our Lord Jesus Christ,  
                   King of the Universe 
               7:30  Bridget and Pat Joe Early 
  Our Parishioners 
               9:00  Joseph Hendry 
             10:30  45th Wedding Anniversary Intentions   
    Augusto and Julieta Arroyo 
             12:00  Miguel Martinez 
      Virgen de La Providencia/Cristo Rey/Fin Del Jubileo 
              1:30  Nicolas Zion Rondon 
               5:00  Gladys Silvia 
  Mario Perez 
 
 

Readings for the Week of November 13, 2016 

Sunday: Mal 3:19-20a/Ps 98:5-9/2 Thes 3:7-12/Lk 21:5-19  

Monday: Rv 1:1-4; 2:1-5/Ps 1:1-4, 6/Lk 18:35-43 Tuesday: Rv 3:1-

6, 14-22/Ps 15:2-5/Lk 19:1-10 Wednesday: Rv 4:1-11/Ps 150:1-6/Lk 

19:11-28 Thursday: Rv 5:1-10/Ps 149:1-6, 9/Lk 19:41-44 Friday: 

Rv 10:8-11/Ps 119:14, 24, 72, 103, 111, 131/Lk 19:45-48 

Dedication: Acts 28:11-162, 9-, 30-31/Ps 98:1-6/Mt 14:22-33 

Saturday: Rv 11:4-12/Ps 144:1-10/Lk 20:27-40 Next Sunday: 2 Sm 

5:1-3/Ps 122:1-5/Col 1:12-20/Lk 23:35-43 


