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A WORD FROM THE PASTOR: 
 
 

HAPPY LITURGICAL NEW YEAR 

The liturgical year consists of the cycle of liturgical seasons that 
determines when feast days, including celebrations of the saints, 
are to be observed, and which portions of Scripture are to be read 
either in an annual cycle or in a cycle of 
several years. Distinct liturgical colors often 
appear in connection with different seasons 
and feast days of the year. 

The Catholic Church sets aside certain days 
and seasons of each year to recall and 
celebrate various events in the life of Christ. 
In its Roman Rite the liturgical year begins 
with the First Sunday of Advent (which this 
year falls on November 27), the time of 
preparation for both the celebration of Jesus' birth, and his 
expected second coming at the end of time. This season lasts until 
December 24 (Christmas Eve). Christmastide follows, beginning 
with First Vespers of Christmas on the evening of December 24 
and ending with the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. 

Lent is the period of purification and penance that begins on Ash 
Wednesday and ends on Holy Thursday. The Holy Thursday 
evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper marks the beginning of the 
Easter Triduum, which includes Good Friday, Holy Saturday, and 
Easter Sunday. The days of the Easter Triduum recall Jesus’ Last 
Supper with his disciples, death on the cross, burial, and 
resurrection. The seven-week liturgical season of Easter 
immediately follows the Triduum, climaxing at Pentecost. This last 
feast recalls the descent of the Holy Spirit upon Jesus' disciples 
after the Ascension of Jesus. The rest of the liturgical year is 
commonly known as Ordinary Time.  Ordinary Time is called 
"ordinary" not because it is common but simply because the 
weeks of Ordinary Time are numbered. The Latin word ordinalis, 
which refers to numbers in a series, stems from the Latin 
word ordo, from which we get the English word order. Thus, the 
numbered weeks of Ordinary Time in fact represent the ordered 
life of the Church—the period in which we live our lives neither in 
feasting (as in the Christmas and Easter seasons) or in more 
severe penance (as in Advent and Lent), but in watchfulness and 
expectation of the Second Coming of Christ. 

The Sunday readings are based on a lettered cycle.  During Cycle 
A, which is this year, the Church meditates on the Gospel of 
Matthew.  During Cycle B the Church meditates on Mark and 
during Cycle C it is St. Luke. St. John, who appears several times 
during all three years, is offered in a special way during the time of 
the Lord's Passion.  The weekday readings are based on a 
numbered cycle, Year 1 during odd numbered years and Year 2 
during even numbered years, so since MOST of this liturgical 
years takes place during 2017, it will be Year 1. 

Jesus chose one of the unlikeliest of men to be his apostle, 
Matthew the much hated tax-collector who worked for the Roman 
Empire (Matthew 9:9).  Unlike most of the other apostles who were 
skillful fishermen, Matthew was skilled with the pen and with giving 
an account of facts and figures.  Matthew the evangelist wrote 
some 1068 verses while the evangelist Mark wrote some 661 
verses.  Matthew wrote the second edition of his gospel in Greek 
sometime in the last quarter of the first century, likely between 85 
and 105 AD.  However, the bishop Papias tells us that he had 
previously written an earlier version in Hebrew that has since 
become lost to us. 

Matthew's gospel is placed first in the canon of the New 
Testament, not because it was written first, some of Paul's letters 
and the Gospel of Mark were written before, but because it is a 
bridge between the Old and New Testament.  

Matthew focuses on the substance of Jesus' teaching.  His 

account of Jesus' teaching is arranged in five sections which focus 
on the kingdom of God: (1) the Sermon on the Mount or the Law of 
the Kingdom comprise chapters 5-7; (2) his missionary instructions 
to his disciples on the duties of the leaders of the kingdom in 
chapter 10;  (3) the Parables of the Kingdom in chapter 13; (4) the 
themes of "greatness" and "forgiveness" in the kingdom in chapter 
18; and (5) the "coming of the King" in chapters 24-25. 

In his Gospel, Matthew tries to convince the Jews that Jesus is 
their Messiah King, the Anointed One, the Christ, the Son of God 
and founder of the kingdom of God.  Matthew's account uses 
the word "kingdom" 50 times, and the "kingdom of heaven" 32 
times.  Matthew also shows Jesus' authority over nature by his 
miracles, his authority over sin by forgiving sins, and his authority 
over death by his resurrection 

Matthew writes as a Jew to his fellow Jews to present to them the 
evidence for Jesus' claim to be the King of the Jews.  He quotes 
extensively from the Old Testament prophets to show how Jesus 
fulfilled all that was spoken about the Messiah who would come to 
establish the reign [or kingdom] of God.  He frequently writes, "as 
it is written in the prophet..." or "this was done to fulfill what was 
spoken by the prophets..."  Nine times Matthew refers to Jesus as 
the "son of David".  The prophets had foretold that the Messiah 
would be a direct descent of David.  Matthew's gospel begins with 
the genealogy of Jesus, tracing him back to David, King of Israel, 
and then to Abraham, the first Jew.  Matthew traces Jesus' lineage 
through Joseph, his foster father, rather than through Mary, his 
biological mother [as Luke's account does].  Matthew, the 
observant Jew, notes that according to Jewish genealogy, the 
father's lineage counted legally for royalty. 

More certain is the target audience. Matthew is written by a Jew 
for a Jewish Christian community. The evidence is substantial. 
Matthew delights in quotations from the Old Testament. He is so 
familiar with the text that, on occasion, he either slightly misquotes 
or uses an unfamiliar translation. He is clearly familiar with Jewish 
concerns and with traditional Jewish argument. His text contains 
numerous Jewish texts or practices which he does not attempt to 
explain. Nor is he afraid to be anti-Jewish. The Pharisees, 
probably a worthy enough group of men, are painted with broad 
black brush strokes. 

The purpose of a Jewish gospel is clear enough. It stands as a 
corrective to the insurgency of the Pharisees. Jesus is the 
Messiah, and the Church is the new Israel. The gospel provides 
Jewish Christians with the means of knowing their Christian faith, 
and growing in it. Where the Church was becoming increasingly 
Greek, populated by Greeks and dominated by Greek theological 
ideas, Matthew’s gospel retained and promoted the Jewish root 
and the Jewish fulfillment. 

Moses is the key. The Gospel of Matthew is modeled on the 
Books of Moses, the Pentateuch. The Old Testament begins with 
the Books of Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and 
Deuteronomy. Said to be written by Moses, they tell the story of 
the escape from Egypt, the wandering in the desert and the gift of 
the Law. The books which follow tell of the conquest and 
settlement of the Promised Land. In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus 
is the new Moses, leading his people from slavery to freedom, 
confusion to clarity. The Gospel leads us through five great 
sermons. Like the Promised Land of Moses, they lead us to the 
reality of the Church. 

And Jesus is the great Teacher. The Ten Commandments of 
Moses were, originally, the means of keeping the Covenant with 
God. By the time of Jesus the Commandments, along with 
innumerable oral and written laws, had become the unbearable 
burden of trying to be a good Jew. So, again and again Jesus tries 
to recall his audience to a loving relationship with God, first by 
reducing the ten commandments to two which govern our 
relationships, and by his own personal invitation to a loving 
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relationship with the Father through him. Jesus does not cease to 
teach, with his own authority, a far more demanding, interior and 
spiritual morality than was ever required by Israelite laws, 
prophets, sages or scribes. 

Matthew is the only gospel to use the Greek word ekklesia 
(church), today such a standard piece of vocabulary. For him the 
Church is the Kingdom, and the Church is the people called out of 
all nations to be God’s new Chosen People, the true Israel, 
comprising Jews and Gentiles in equality and harmony, with new 
and authoritative leadership. Matthew calls all members of the 
Church to be humble, exemplary and zealous; to have the 
fraternal charity to correct one another, to pray continually and to 
forgive our debtors. 

Perhaps no sentence of the gospel is so worthy of reflection as the 
final one:’ and know that I am with you always, until the end of the 
world’. (Matthew 28. 20b).The Church is not just an institution. It is 
Christ continuing to live and minister in the world today. It is the 
Risen Christ who lives and works in and through us, giving us that 
power and authority which no merely human person or group 
could ever supply. 

Matthew is not as refreshingly candid as Mark, as lovingly 
compassionate as Luke, or as deeply mystical as John. But there 
are unique values in Matthew, without which we would be the 
poorer, values which revolve around the portrait of Jesus the 
Teacher and Jesus the founder of the New Israel. They offer an 
opportunity to explore the almost-forgotten Jewish roots of our 
faith and to touch the full maturity of Christ our Head. 

 

Thomas Aquinas on the Rite of Mass Lecture 
On Saturday, December 3,  Fr. Innocent Smith, O.P. will give a 

set of lectures titled: “The Rest is Said in Praise to God: Thomas 

Aquinas on the Rites of the Mass.” These lectures aim to help us 

to enter more deeply into the liturgy as experienced in its various 

forms today. The first lecture takes place at 1:00 pm, the second 

at 2:30 pm, and Mass will be offered at 3:45 pm. Refreshments 

will be available before the first and second lectures. The event 

will take place at the Catholic Center at NYU (238 Thompson St., 

NY, NY). To register for the lectures, which are free and open to 

the public, visit thomisticinstitute.org/upcoming-events.  

 
 

ALUMNI REUNION COMMITTEE MEMBERS  
STILL NEEDED: 

We are planning THREE St. Helena School alumni reunions.  One 
for the classes 1940-1969, a second for the classes 1970-1999, 
and a third for the classes 2000-2016. Please call the rectory at 
718-892-3232 to let us know that you would like to participate in 
planning your special alumni event. 

 
400th Jubilee Year for the Piarist Order  

Begins Nov. 27 
The Piarist fathers will begin their 400th anniversary year on 
November 27, which is known as the 
Patrocenium of the Order, the day Piarists 
talk about their Order with the people to 
whom they minister.  The Order of Poor 
Clerics Regular of the Mother of God of 
the Pious Schools (Latin: Ordo 
Clericorum Regularium pauperum Matris Dei 
Scholarum Piarum,) or, in short, Piarists, is 
the world’s oldest Catholic educational 
religious order, and it is also known as the 
Scolopi (Italian) and the Escolapios 

(Spanish).  

The Order was founded by St. Joseph Calasanz (1557-1648) and 
became a religious congregation on March 25, 1617, and the main 
occupation of the Piarist fathers is teaching children and youth, 
with the primary goal being to provide a free education for poor 
children. This Piarist practice was taken as a model by numerous 
later Catholic societies devoted to teaching, while the state-
supported public school system in certain parts of Europe also 
followed their example. The Piarists have also had considerable 
success in the education of physically or mentally disabled 
persons. Some famous Piarist alumni of the last few centuries 
include Pope Pius IX, St. John Neumann, Goya, Schubert, Gregor 
Mendel, and Victor Hugo. 

Joseph Calasnz was born in Spain and moved to Rome in 
1592.  He became a member of the Confraternity of Christian 
Doctrine and went about the country instructing people, and his 
experience convinced him of the necessity of providing the 
children of the poor with religious instruction at an early age. The 
pastor of Santa Dorotea in the Trastevere placed two rooms at his 
disposal and assisted him in the work, in which they were 
afterwards joined by two other priests.  In 1597, Calasanz opened 
at Santa Dorotea, the world’s first free public school, and It was 
not long before the reputation of the school increased attendance 
to such an extent that Calasanz moved it to a building within the 
city, where he took up residence with his companions. When two 
years later the school was again moved, this time to the Vestri 
Palace in the vicinity of Sant' Andrea della Valle, community life 
was inaugurated among the associates, and Pope Clement VIII 
showed his approval of the work by ordering the payment of a 
yearly allowance of 200 scudi to pay the rent of the house. 
Criticism ensued which led to an inspection of the schools by 
cardinals Antoniani and Baronius, which ended satisfactorily. The 
approval of Pope Paul V was even more pronounced than that of 
his predecessor. To the three usual vows of poverty, chastity, and 
obedience, the Piarist added a special fourth vow, that of 
dedication to the Christian education of youth. 

In 1612, the growth of the schools necessitated the purchase of 
the Torres Palace, and on March 25, 1617, it became an 
independent congregation, numbering at that time fifteen priests, 
under Calasanz (who changed his name to Joseph of the Mother 
of God, thus inaugurating the practice of dropping the family name 
on entering the religious life) as their head; they received the 
religious habit. Calasanz’ community was first established as the 
Pauline Congregation of the Poor of the Mother of God of the 
Pious Schools. The congregation was made a religious order on 
November 18, 1621 by a brief of Pope Gregory X, under the name 
of Congregatio Clericorum Regularium Pauperum Matris Dei 
Scholarum Piarum. The term "Pauline"  was dropped by this 
pope, although it had been part of the original name due to Pope 
Paul V. The constitutions were approved on  January 31,1622 by 
Gregory XV, and the order had all the privileges of the mendicant 
orders conferred upon it, and Calasanz was chosen as the 
first  superio general. 

The pedagogical ideal of Saint Joseph Calasanctius of educating 
every child soon resulted in the opposition of many among the 
governing classes in society and in the ecclesiastical hierarchy. In 
1642, as a result of an internal crisis in the congregation and 
outside intrigues and pressures, Calasanz was briefly held and 
interrogated by the Inquisition. Calasanz,  died on August 25, 
1648, was beatified in 1748, and was canonized in 1767. He was 
declared "Universal Patron of all the Christian public schools in the 
world" by Pope Pius XII, in 1948, because he had the glory of 
opening the first free tuition, popular, public school in Europe and 
had proclaimed the right to education of all children, fought for it, 
and was persecuted because of this. 

The Piarists are exempt from episcopal jurisdiction and subject 
only to their general superior, who is elected every six years by a 
general chapter.  A general procurator with four assistants resides 
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at Rome. In virtue of a brief of Pope Alexander VIII (1690) they 
ceased to be discalced. The members of the Piarist Order are 
divided into professed, novices and lay brethren. The professed 
usually add the letters "Sch.P." or "S.P." after their name, to 
connote the name of the order, Scholarum Piarum. The Piarist 
habit is very similar to that of the Jesuits, a cassock closed in front 
and a cincture with hanging bands on the left side, although they 
can also follow the local customs regarding clerical apparel. The 
two Piarist mottos are Ad majus pietatis incrementum and Pietas 
et Litterae. 

The order spread rapidly even during the founder's lifetime and in 
the early 20th century. The Piarists are found chiefly in Italy, 
Spain, Poland, Hungary, Slovakia, Austria, Latin America, Africa, 
India, and the Philippines. The Order first came to the United 
States briefly in 1900 in Louisiana and again in 1948 in New York 
City. In 1978, the Piarist Fathers were given charge of 
Annunciation Parish in Manhattan, and in 2014 St. Helena’s 
Parish in the Bronx. The order now has 1,400 members and 199 
schools, ministering on four continents in 36 countries. 

This was just an introduction. Throughout the coming year, you 
will learn more interesting information about the Piarist Order and 
its exciting 400 year history, of which St. Helena’s is now an 
important part. 

 

ADULT AND CHILDREN’S CHOIR   
 Rehearsals and Sung Choir Masses are as follows:          

Children's Choir:  
8:30 am Rehearsal - 9:00 am Mass  

 

Adult Choir:  
10:00 am Rehearsal - 10:30 am Mass  

Everyone is welcome and encouraged to participate. 
 

ST. JOSEPH’S SEMINARY SCHOLA-will perform on 

December 1 at 7:30PM at St. Aidan’s, Williston Park; on 

December 2 at 7:30PM at St. Sebastian’s, Woodside; on 

December 3 at 7PM at St. Patr ick’s Cathedral, and on 

December 4 at 4PM at St. Joseph’s Seminary, Yonkers. A 

reception will  follow the December 4 concert. Our own            

Br. Ricardo is a member of the Seminary Schola. All proceeds 

will go towards the Schola’s musical pilgrimage to France this 

summer. Tickets are $25 for General Admission and $50 for 

Reserved VIP seats. 
 

CATHOLIC CAMPAIGN FOR HUMAN DEVELOPMENT-

This weekend, our parish will hold the collection for the Catholic 

Campaign for Human Development (CCHD). The Programs 

funded by CCHD change lives for the 46.2 million people living 

in poverty here in the United States. Your donation will empower 

local communities and strengthen families who are on the 

margins. Please help us continue this good work by supporting 

the collection for CCHD on November 27.  
 

RECONCILIATION MONDAY PENANCE SERVICE will 

take place on Monday, December 19 at 6PM in the 

Church.  Confessions will be heard that day from 4PM - 

8PM.  People with venial sins need only attend the Penance 

Service, while those with more serious sins must also celebrate 

individual reconciliation.  This is a wonderful way to prepare for 

the Christmas Season. 

 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

50/50 DRAWING: The Nov. 20 winners are: No. 59 & No. 317 @ $31 

 SPANISH ADVENT RETREAT on Sat., December 3 

from Noon-6PM in the gym. 

 BIBLE STUDY-The Fall Semester class is Church History. 

It meets every Tuesday both at 1PM and 7:30PM in the 

green building. This Tuesday, November 29,  we will study 

The Council of Trent.. You can attend one class or as many 

as you like.  

 FOUNDATIONS OF OUR CATHOLIC FAITH is 

conducted in Spanish by Fr. Nelson every Tuesday evening 

from 7-8:30PM in the cafeteria. 

 SPANISH CHARISMATIC PRAYER AND 

ADORATION takes place every Monday at 7PM.  

 NEXT BAPTISM PREP CLASSES will be held on 

December 8 and 29 at 7PM. Please bring a copy of the 

child’s birth certificate. 

 A COURSE IN MIRACLES-Rogier F. van Vlissingen is 

teaching a 13-week class A Course in Miracles every Sunday 

at St. Helena’s from 3 to 4:30 PM. For more information, 

call 917-549-0959. A suggested donation is $7/session. 

  THANKSGIVING FOOD DRIVE:  St. Helena is now 

concluding this week its annual Thanksgiving Food Drive to 

benefit St. Anthony's Soup Kitchen.  Canned goods and food 

items can be brought either to the rectory or left in the 

designated container in the Church Narthex (entranceway). 

Thank you for your support of this St. Helena holiday 

tradition. 

 PARISH TOY DRIVE AND CLOTHING DRIVE:  As 

we have done in the past, St. Helena Parish is teaming up 

with Hope For Us Inc. to sponsor our Thanksgiving and 

Christmas TOY DRIVE and CLOTHING DRIVE.  We will 

accept both CLOTHES and UNWRAPPED TOYS from 

Nov. 6 through December 22. The clothes will be brought 

to area homeless shelters, and the toys will be brought half to 

Montefiore Hospital and half to area homeless shelters. You 

can bring your donations to the rectory.  For more 

information, call Vera Acquah at 646-229-4256. 

 CHRISTMAS BAZAAR-We are seeking donations for and 

people to help at St. Helena’s Annual Christmas Bazaar, 

which will take place today Sun., Nov. 27 from 10AM - 

5PM in the Par ish Hall.  Included in the day’s events will 

be the drawing of the Thanksgiving Raffle, as well as a 

variety of ethnic foods, religious items, clothes, crafts, 

jewelry, gift items, and a special surprise guest 

appearance.  Donations can be brought to the rectory. 

 

OFFERING ENVELOPES 

Sunday, November 20, 2016                              $4,096.89 
 

      Our weekly budget, (Nuestro presupuesto semanal es) $4,231.00 
 

Thank you to everyone for your generosity and for your support and for 

all that you do for St. Helena’s Parish. We have some major capital 

repair expenses on our boilers coming up, and we were a little shy this 

week, so I ask you to please increase your savings a little so that we can 

meet or exceed our weekly budget goal.  
 

Gracias a todos por su generosidad y por todo lo que hacen por esta 

Iglesia de St. Helena. 



 PARISH CHRISTMAS PARTY on Sat., December 17 in 

the gym from 6-11PM. Tickets for  the event are $15 for  

adults, $10 for children (18 years of age and under), and $40 

for a family (2 adults and their children). The party will 

feature a D.J., dancing, food, raffles, and fun for the 

children, and a special surprise visit from Santa. 

 A NEW GROUP HAS BEEN BORN IN OUR PARISH-

Its name is “Saint Mother Theresa”. It is inspired by the love 

and mercy in which Mother Therese spent her life doing the 

mission the Lord entrusted to her. One of the things the 

group will do is to visit the children’s Ward at Jacobi 

Medical Center before Christmas. For that purpose we’re 

receiving wrapped toy donations to be given to the children 

ages newborn—18.  You can attach a note saying: “For Saint 

Mother Theresa’s group”, and include information stating 

the age and sex of the child who should receive the toy. For 

more info, please contact: Elba Vega at 646-667-5365. 
 PARISH BOOKSTORE is open every Sunday from 

8:30AM to 1PM. Now Available in the Bookstore:          

St. Patrick's Cathedral. A beautiful book with dozens of 

unseen photos.  The book retails for $40, but it is now ON 

SALE in the bookstore, along with Mother Teresa Holy 

Cards, also available in English and Spanish. 

 PRAYER AND LIFE WORKSHOP is a free 15-week 

course in Spanish for adults who seek a more vibrant and 

vivid presentation of Jesus and a true adaptation to the needs 

of our present society. Its emphasis is on love, which is a 

transforming power, rather than fear and punishment. It is 

being held here on Thurs. evenings from 7-9PM, and will 

last for two more weeks. 

 EXPLORE A FREE CATHOLIC INTERNET SITE-    

St. Helena’s Parish has a free subscription to an online 

platform called FORMED, and all parishioners now have 

unlimited access to faith formation programs, Bible Studies, 

Catholic-themed movies and programs, enjoy music, e-books 

and much more. It is very easy to register with FORMED. 

FIRST go to formed.org and click the REGISTER link in the 

middle of the page; enter the parish code 2KQQYD and your 

email, then click “Go.” Fill in the registration 

information.  After registering, you will receive a message 

asking you to verify your email address. Check your email 

(it may be in your spam folder) and click VERIFY.  You will 

be prompted to login.  You can then enjoy using FORMED.   

 CARNEGIE HALL GOSPEL CONCERT-Carnegie 

Hall’s 2016-17 season has been announced, and one of the 

concerts offered this season will be A Night of Inspiration a 

wonderful program of gospel music led by composer, music 

director and producer Ray Chew on Tues., Dec. 6 at 8PM. 

The concert features Dionne Warwick and the New Faith 

Church Choir from Capetown, South Africa. Ticket prices 

are as follows: 

  $81.00 - Parquet 

  $72.90 (front) or $54.90 – Dress Circle 

 $30.50 – Dress Circle Obstructed View 

            $32.40 ($27 if paid for right away) – Balcony 

        $18 00– Balcony Obstructed View 
 

If you are interested in attending this Gospel Concert, please 

call the rectory at 718-892-3232 and let us know which 

ticket you would like to order.  

 FULL-TIME OR PART-TIME MAINTENANCE OR 

HANDYMAN JOB position needed. E-mail: 

josecolon1080@gmail.com or  call 347-964-9539. 

 NEW TAX LEGISLATION-Did you know that Congress 

recently passed permanent legislation for parishioners who 

are:                                                                                           

 70 1/2 Years of Age with--Individual Retirement 

Accounts (IRA) and want to Give Tax Free to Your Parish or 

Institution Tax Free!                                                       

Please consider a special Christmas or Year End gift.  This 

week, the parish has done repair work on the boilers that will 

cost around $50,000, and we will need to put in a new 

conditioning system that could cost around $300,000.  We 

are still getting estimates, and we need your help. 

 SICK AND DECEASED members of the par ish are 

remembered in the Prayers of the Faithful. If you know of 

any current or former parishioners who are seriously ill or 

have passed, or you know of any sick parishioners who need 

Holy Communion brought to them, please call the rectory at 

718-892-3232, and let us know about their condition.  

 AA BIG BOOK STUDY meets every Sat., 7-8:30PM in 

the green building. 

 LOST AND FOUND:  We have several 

pairs of glasses and sunglasses that have 

been turned into us over the past few 

months.  If you think you may have lost a 

pair in church, please contact the rectory. 

 FOOD COUPONS-Thank you for the restaurant coupons 

you give us. We have many people who come to the Rectory 

asking for money for a meal, and your donation greatly helps. 

 APARTMENTS WANTED-Within the Parkchester area. If 

you know of one that is available, please call the Rectory. 
 
 

SCHOOL NEWS 
 

JV HORSEMEN STUMBLE AGAINST LOYOLA 

The junior varsity Horsemen were slow out of the gate but picked 

up the pace in the second half against Loyola Monday night.   

William Manning put the Horsemen on the boards with two free 

throws, followed by a two from Eric Cordero.  Only Cindy Pratt 

scored in the second quarter, hitting a free throw, and the 

Horsemen found themselves trailing 5-15 at the half.  The 

Horsemen improved greatly in the second half with Jakli Ward 

sinking a two in the third quarter, and Manning hit three free 

throws and a two to add seven points.  But the Horsemen’s best 

scoring came in the final quarter when Manning, Ward, and 

Cordero each sank a two and Kevin Vasquez sank the only three 

of the game.  But Loyola was able to maintain their lead, winning 

21-27. 

Please Pray for the Sick of our Parish 

Joanne Frances Bernadette Sanabria, Sylvia Carballo,  

Ruben Mercado, Mike Adorno, Catherine Holden, 

Carmelle and Nicole Antoine, Indrowdi Sadu, Rosa Pena,  

Brenda Jackson, James Leunge, Carol Primak, Joan Ricci, 

Lucy Cannavacciuolo,  Aaron Sylvester, Sean Gaffney, Bertha Mero, 

Peter Vaccaro, Gino Vaccaro, Veronica Gonzalez,  Ronald Horne,  

Doris Waldropt, Milagro Vasquez, Juana Carmen Rodriguez,  

Ynes Tavarez, Theresa Delevan, Neil Duggan, Humberto Prieto,  

Jenny Mauro, Jimmy Mauro, Mariana Rivera,  Annissa Ramratansingh, 

Catherine Gregson, Noemi Cross, Arley Johnson 
 
 

Please Pray for the Deceased and their Grieving Families:  

 Ivette Estrada, Fr. Vincent Lancellotti, Juan Dominguez,  

Fr. Richard Arold, Nicolas Randon, Sr. Jeanne Clare Scheer, O.P., 

Sgr. Paul Tuozzolo, Danielle Govan, Ambrosio Galarza, Carmen Ortiz 

http://formed.org/


Manning had a team high nine points for the Horsemen, just as 

Alejandro Perez had a team high 9 points for Loyola.  Jack Freel 

put eight points on the boards for Loyola, and Ward and Cordero 

each had four points for the Horsemen.  The Horsemen were 4 

for 6 from the line, while Loyola was 5 for 20. The varsity team 

opens its season at home on Tuesday, November 29 at 6:30PM 

against OLA, and the JV plays OLA at 5:30PM that same day. 
 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 FIGHT BACK AGAINST IDENTITY THEFT free 

workshop Wednesday, November 30 from 6:30-8PM at the 

Sotomayor Community Center, 1000 Rosedale Ave. 

 HOLY CROSS CHURCH, 620 Thier iot Ave., Bx, is 

sponsoring “A Winter Wonderland” Card Party on 

Saturday, December 3. Doors open at 7PM. Admission 

$15 in advance, $20 at the door. For more info contact 

church rectory at 718-893-5550. 

 CHRISTMAS FLEA MARKET on Sunday, Dec. 4 in 

Mechler Hall at Holy Family Church, 2158 Watson 

Avenue.  Find gifts, toys, jewelry, treasurers and more.  Call 

718-863-9156 for more info. 

 ST. ANTHONY’S CHURCH-1776 Mansion Street, will 

hold a Christmas Fair/Flea Market on Sunday, December 4. 

Cost per table $30. If you are interested in renting a table, 

please contact the rectory at 718-931-4040. 

 ANNUAL COAT GIVEAWAY on December  10 from 

11AM-1PM at Holy Cross School, 1846 Randall Ave. 

 A BRITISH YULETIDE, the Bronx Concer t Singers 

35th Annual Holiday Concert, will be presented on Sunday, 

Dec. 11 at 4:30PM at St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran 

Church, 1891 McGraw Avenue.  Gen. Admission $20/

person, $35/couple, $15/senior or college student, $5/

student.  For more info, call 917-743-4641. 

 NOURISHMENT FOR SENIORS: Are you a SNAP-

eligible senior citizen living in NYC? You may qualify for a 

free monthly food package. For more information, call   

917-982-2564. www.nycommonpantry.org 
 

ANUNCIOS EN ESPANOL 
 UN NUEVO GRUPO HA NACIDO EN NUESTRA 

IGLESIA: Se llama “Santa Madre Teresa”, inspirado 

por el amor y la misericordia con que nuestra querida Madre 

Teresa vivió la misión que el Señor le dió aquí en la tierra. 

Una de las cosas que el grupo hará será visitar a los niños del 

Jacobi Medical Center antes de Navidad. Para ese efecto, 

estamos recibiendo “juguetes nuevos”, empacados y con una 

nota diciendo: “Para el grupo Santa Teresa”. Incluya el sexo 

y la edad del niño o niña que debe recibir el regalo. Para 

mayor información contactar a: Elba Vega, 646-667-5365 

 GRAN BAZAR DE NAVIDAD: El 27 de noviembre de 

10 am a 5 pm en el gimnasio. Se reciben donaciones en la 

rectoría de artículos en buen estado para ser vendidos en esta 

ocasión.  

 RETIRO DE ADVIENTO: El P. Nelson predicará el 

Retiro de Adviento como preparación para la temporada 

de Navidad. El retiro tendrá lugar el 3 de diciembre, de 12 

pm a 6 pm. en el gimnasio. Habrá comida, música y 

adoración al Santísimo. Prepárate para ese día! 

 FIESTA DE NAVIDAD: Sábado 17 de diciembre en el 

gimnasio, de 6 pm a 11 pm. Deseamos que sea una fiesta 

para toda la familia y para las diferentes culturas de nuestra 

parroquia. 

 TICKETS: $15 adulto. $10 niños y jóvenes (18 años de 

edad y menos). $40 dólares por familia (padre, madre y los 

hijos).  Tendremos DJ, baile, comida. rifas y actividades para 

los niños. Visita especial y “sorpresiva” de Santa.  

 GRUPO DE ORACIÓN: Todos los lunes de 7 pm a 9 pm. 

Ven a alabar al Señor con tus hermanos y hermanas!!! 

 MIERCOLES DE LA MISERICORDIA: Todos los 

miércoles a las 7 pm. Ven a dar  gracias a Dios por  su 

misericordia. Música, Coronilla de la Misericordia, 

Adoración al Santísimo y Eucaristía.  

 LEGION DE MARIA: Todos los viernes a las 7 pm, ven 

a rezar el Rosario y a planear servicio a la comunidad. 
 

BUEN DIA, HERMANOS: 
Estoy escribiendo este último artículo del año litúrgico pensando 

en cada uno de ustedes, queridos hermanos y hermanas. Creo que 

ha sido un año muy bello, mi sacerdocio se ha enriquecido 

muchísimo en esta comunidad, caminando con ustedes, paso a 

paso. Doy gracias a Dios por haberme enviado a Santa Helena y 

deseo de corazón seguir dando lo mejor de mi durante el tiempo 

que el Señor quiere que esté en esta comunidad. Agradezco a 

cada uno/a de ustedes toda su colaboración, apoyo y sobre todo 

su cariño. Veo transformación progresiva en la comunidad, veo 

que el Señor sigue haciendo su trabajo y cumpliendo sus 

promesas “en aquellos que depositan su confianza en Él.”  

Como se habrán dado cuenta, de un tiempo para acá tomé la 

decisión de escribir esta columna basándome en las lecturas de 

los días de semana -lunes a sábado- que la Iglesia propone para la 

celebración de la Eucaristía. Las reflexiones y la preparación que 

hago para las homilías de esos días siempre dan “alimento muy 

sólido” para nuestra vida espiritual. Necesitamos enriquecernos y 

fortalecernos desde adentro, desde lo más íntimo de nuestro ser, 

para poder dar una respuesta positiva al Dios que no deja de 

llamarnos, al Dios que siempre toma la iniciativa. Pero este 

enriquecimiento debe, necesariamente, hacerse visible en 

nuestras vidas.  
 

Esa es una de las razones más importantes para aprender a 

reconocer la importancia de la familia y de la comunidad de 

hermanos. En la familia los padres, y ustedes lo saben muy bien, 

hacen un curso intensivo de cómo aprender a amar a alguien más 

que a ellos mismos. Eso es lo que hacen permanentemente los 

esposos cristianos, aprender siempre a poner al otro por encima 

de las propias necesidades, sea ese otro el cónyuge o los hijos. 

Eso sucede en las comunidades de religiosos como la nuestra, 

aprender a poner al hermano primero que a uno mismo. Esa es la 

razón de la comunidad cristiana, en ese caso la parroquia de 

Santa Helena, aprender a ver al hermano como alguien que 

merece todo mi respeto, a quien estoy llamado a amar y a servir 

como Dios hace conmigo todos los días de mi vida.  
 

Todos estamos en el mismo proceso y todos sabemos que el 

proceso no es fácil cuando lo queremos realizar con nuestras 

propias iniciativas y con nuestras propias fuerzas. Sin duda 

alguna, la experiencia del creyente le lleva a darse cuenta de que 

la única forma en que este estilo de vida que nos propone Jesús se 

puede vivir, es caminando con el mismo Jesús. De otra manera, 

estamos condenados al fracaso, estamos condenados a actuar, 

vivir y hablar según nuestros criterios, según nuestros conceptos 

y según nuestra naturaleza que, a menudo, es demasiado frágil y 

con frecuencia se equivoca irremediablemente.  
 

Esa es la razón más importante por la que tomé la decisión 

de escribir esta columna, hablando de las cosas que 



suceden en la vida diaria, basado en los textos que la 

liturgia nos propone para cada día del año. La experiencia 

me enseña que es, sin duda alguna, el método más eficaz de 

“formación permanente”, tanto en el desarrollo 

humano como en la vida espiritual, que nos lleva a 

identificarnos más y más con las enseñanzas de nuestro Redentor.  
 

Otra razón es porque la Iglesia nos ha entregado esta riqueza 

espiritual de una manera tal, que está metódicamente organizada 

para que nuestro crecimiento sea constante y progresivo, siempre 

y cuando nosotros hagamos “nuestra parte”. O sea, debemos 

caminar unidos al Señor, interesarnos en su Palabra, amarla, 

meditarla, rumiarla e incorporarla poco a poco en nuestra vida.  

Si no hacemos eso, Dios no nos revelará el tesoro que tiene para 

cada uno. Si lo hacemos, seremos transformados 

“verdaderamente” en hombres y mujeres nuevos, parecidos cada 

vez más en su vida y actitudes, al modelo supremo que tenemos 

que es el mismo Hijo de Dios.  
 

Por lo tanto, si ustedes hacen de seguir la lectura semanal de esta 

columna un hábito, además obviamente de su vida de oración 

personal, les aseguro que poco a poco nos iremos acostumbrando 

a entrar en el pensamiento de los grandes profetas, del gran 

evangelizador que fue Pablo, entre otros, y por supuesto, del 

mismo Jesús. Esto lo digo porque frecuentemente no podemos 

estar en misa todos los días o porque no siempre la comprensión 

organizada de las lecturas se logra. Pero para eso estamos los 

sacerdotes, para ayudar al Pueblo de Dios a comprender lo que 

Dios le quiere decir y quiero que estas líneas semanales sean una 

ayuda más para que tú vayas alcanzando ese objetivo.  
 

En la última semana de este año litúrgico cerramos con el libro 

del Apocalipsis que nos ha traído grandes enseñanzas encerradas 

en muchos símbolos e imágenes que, como hemos descubierto, 

no ocultan un secreto terrible escondido, sino la maravilla 

esperanza y certeza de que, aunque el mal tiene mucho poder  

en esta tierra, la victoria final es y será siempre del “Cordero de 

Dios que quita los pecados del mundo.”  
 

Cada persona debe tomar la “decisión de vida o muerte” de, por 

un lado, dejarse enredar y envolver por el poder de las tinieblas 

que lleva a la destrucción temporal y permanente o, por otro lado, 

decidirse a ser parte del ejército del Cordero que lucha contra el 

mal, con las armas del amor, de la misericordia y del perdón. Hay 

quienes se quedan en el camino engañados por el Malo, pero 

muchos otros se resisten a sus seducciones y son fieles al mensaje 

de salvación y esperanza de Dios para nosotros.  
 

En el momento del juicio se verá quien vence y quien es 

derrotado. Los “poderosos del mundo” se sienten muy seguros 

con sus riquezas y poder político y social, pero corren el riesgo 

de perder lo esencial, el verdadero sentido de la vida en esta 

tierra, lo que Jesús nos dejó como modelo de salvación. Ese es el 

gran riesgo que ellos corren, porque el problema nunca es la 

riqueza material como tal, el peligro es que con frecuencia ella se 

apodera de los corazones de quienes se creen mejores a otros.  
 

Este anuncio del juicio final no es asunto de meter miedo porque 

Dios no actúa de esa manera. Lo que Dios quiere es que 

adquiramos la sabiduría de “recordar constantemente hacia donde 

se dirige nuestro viaje”, para hacerlo con alegría y esperanza, 

pero también con seriedad y responsabilidad. Al final de la vida 

hay salvación o fracaso total. No hay otra opción. El negocio de 

la vida, desde esta óptica, es el más importante de todos!  
 

Lo decisivo ese día será, no acerca de las riquezas o títulos 

adquiridos en esta tierra, sino sobre si hemos sabido ser fieles, si 

no nos hemos dejado contaminar por la corrupción del mal, si no 

hemos abandonado nuestra fe por aceptar las mil tentaciones del 

maligno.  
 

Nuestro destino final, queridos hermanos y hermanas es la 

“Jerusalén Nueva”, si hemos vencido con la ayuda de Cristo, en 

la lucha contra el mal. Ojalá se cumpla en nosotros la visión 

optimista del Salmo: “Esta es la morada de Dios con los 

hombres… mi alma se consume y anhela los atrios del Señor… 

dichosos los que viven en tu casa, alabándote siempre.” P.  Nelson 
 

Mass Intentions 
SUNDAY, November 27, 2016-First Sunday of Advent 
               7:30 Warneke and Murphy Families 
               9:00 Edward E. Pitta 
             10:30 In Thanksgiving for Favors 
             12:00 Geronimo Lopez 
       Isadoro Tepale and Eduardo Tepale 
  Luis Quinones  
  Fredrick Lesli Lowelly, Peter Patrick 
              1:30  Joan Gidi 
  Our Parishioners 
               5:00 In Honor and Thanksgiving to Our Lady of 
  the Miraculous Medal and St. Catherine  
  Labouré and Mary McKeon (59th Anniv.) 
MONDAY, November 28, 2016-Feast of St. Catherine Labouré 
 6:50 For All Souls 
 8:30 Stephanie Fijalkowski 
 12:15 Antonio Colon 
TUESDAY, November 29, 2016-Feast of St. Saturninus 
 6:50 David Savino’s Intentions 
 8:30 Joseph Hendry  
 12:15 Jon Tyler Capestany 
WEDNESDAY, November 30, 2016-Feast of St. Andrew 
 6:50 In Thanksgiving for Favors 
 8:30 Sick of St. Helena’s Parish 
 12:15 Michael Peter Churchill (Intentions) 
 7:30 Alberto Brinz 
THURSDAY, December 1, 2016-Feast of St. Lucius 
 6:50 All the Poor Holy Suffering Souls in  
        Purgatory 
 8:30 Scott Van de Weghe (Intentions) 
 12:15   Tri-Monthly Memorial Mass 
FRIDAY, December 2, 2016-Feast of St. Pontian 
 6:50 In Thanksgiving for Favors 
 8:30 Deceased Members of the Altar Guild 
 12:15 Carlos Vicente Perez, Francisca Lopez,  
          Vicente Perez and Mark Anthony Padilla 
SATURDAY, December 3, 2016-Feast of St. Francis Xavier 
 6:50 Telma Anith and Family (Intentions) 
 8:30 Renee Antoine (Intentions) 
 12:15 Scott Van de Weghe (Intentions) 
 5:30 Norah Bracken 
SUNDAY, December 4, 2016-Second Sunday of Advent 
               7:30 Hughes Family and Mary Alice Hartnett 
               9:00 Melchora Abordo 
             10:30 Katherine Callaghan 
             12:00 Ramona V. Martinez 
  Cesar Augusto Rivera 
              1:30  Dan and Mary Doherty 
              5:00  Angel Acevedo 
  Our Parishioners 
 

Readings for the Week of November 27, 2016 
Sunday: Is 2:1-5/Ps 122/Rom 13:11-14/Mt 24:37-44 Monday: Is 4:2-6/Ps 

122/Mt 8:5-11 Tuesday: Is 11:1-10/Ps 72/Lk 10:21-24 Wednesday: Rom 

10:9-18/Ps 23/Mt 4:18-22 Thursday: Is 26:1-6/Ps 118/Mt 7:21, 24-27 Friday: 

Is 29:17-24/Ps 27/Mt 9:27-31 Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Ps 147/Mt 9:35--

10:1, 5a, 6-8 Next Sunday: Is 11:1-10/Ps 72/Rom 15:4-9/Mt 3:1-12 


