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A WORD FROM THE PASTOR: 
 

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR’S MASS 
SCHEDULE 2016 

 

CONFESSIONS 
 

Monday, December 19  4:00—8:00PM 
Saturday, December 24 4:00—5:30PM 
Saturday, December 31 4:00—5:30PM 

 

CHRISTMAS MASSES 
 

Saturday, December 24 
5:00pm Christmas Choir Concert 

5:30pm Parish Christmas Mass (English) 
7:00pm Parish Christmas Mass (Spanish) 

 

Sunday, December 25 
 

7:30am 
9:00am (Children’s Choir) 

10:30am (Adult Choir) 
NOON (Spanish Mass and Choir) 

1:30pm 
5:00pm 

 

SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD 
MASSES 

 

Saturday, December 31 
5:30pm Parish New Year’s Mass (English) Adult Choir 
7:00pm Parish New Year’s Mass (Spanish) Adult Choir 

 

Sunday, January 1, 2017 
 

NO 7:30AM MASS 
9:00am (Children’s Choir) 

10:30am (Adult Choir) 
NOON (Spanish Mass and Choir) 

1:30pm  (Bilingual French/English) French Choir 
5:00pm 

 
Christmas Novena Mass cards are now available in the 
Rectory and at the two entrances to the Church. 

 

 

Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe-December 12 
Patroness of the Americas 

The Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe will take place on Mon., 
Dec. 12 Devotions will begin just before Midnight at the outdoor 
Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe.  The Rosary will be prayed at 
4AM followed by Mariachis at 5AM, with Masses taking place at 
both 6AM and 6PM in Spanish, with a blessing for the children, 
and at 6:50AM, 8:30AM, and 12:15PM in English. 

An elderly Mexican man makes his way to 
Mass in the early morning twilight of 
December 9, 1531. He is an Aztec 
peasant, a convert, a simple farmer and 
laborer, and he has no education. The 
morning quiet is broken by strange music 
and diverting his path to investigate the 
sound, Juan Diego comes face to face 
with a radiant apparition of the Virgin 
Mary. 

Juan Diego is 57 years old, and he has 
just encountered the Virgin Mary on 
Tepeyac Hill, the site of a former Aztec 
Temple. His wife has died two years 
earlier, and he lives with his elderly uncle, scratching his living 
from the earth as a humble peasant farmer. Juan Diego is dazzled 
by the incredible beauty and miraculous nature of Our Lady's 
appearance. She appears as a native princess to him, and her 
words sound more beautiful than the sweetest music ever made. 

Our Lady instructs Juan Diego in his native Nahuatl language to 
visit his bishop and ask that a church be built on the site of her 
appearance, so that she will have a place to hear petitions and to 

heal the suffering of the Mexican people. Visibly shaken, Juan 
Diego approaches the Bishop who is initially very skeptical of his 
account. Bishop Juan de Zumarraga patiently listens to Juan 
Diego's accounts and dismisses him. The humble farmer has 
failed. 

Juan Diego begins to doubt himself. He returns to Tepeyac Hill 
where he hopes for some conformation of what he's experienced. 
Indeed, Our Lady  appears again, as radiant as before. Juan Diego 
tells Our Lady what she already knows, that the Bishop did not 
believe him. She instructs him to return the next morning and ask 
again. At their second meeting, the Bishop asks for a sign. Juan 
Diego makes a promise he won't keep, saying he will return the 
very next morning with a sign from Our Lady. 

But that evening, Juan Diego returns home to find his uncle, Juan 

Bernadino, who is 68 years old, and suddenly, terribly ill. The 
illness is known to the people there and it brings a burning fever 
so hot, it's almost always fatal. Juan Diego cannot leave his 
uncle's bedside to keep his pledge to the Bishop. He spends two 
days with his uncle, trying to save him. When it becomes apparent 
his uncle is about to die, he leaves to find a priest who can 
prepare him for death. 

Frightened and saddened, Juan Diego sets off in a great hurry, 
time is running out, and Juan Diego is afraid his uncle will die 
without a last confession. On the road, in his way, Our Lady 
appears for a third time. Juan Diego asks for the sign he promised 
to the Bishop. He knows he is wrong to doubt Our Lady. Juan 
Diego is instructed to climb to the top of Tepeyac Hill where he 
will find Castilian roses. He is to pick the flowers there, which are 
unlike any he has seen before, and he is to keep them hidden in 

his tilma until he reaches the Bishop. Atop the hill he finds a great 
number of flowering roses which he picks and hastily gathers into 
his cloak. 
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For the third time, Juan Diego is ushered in to see the Bishop. The 
skeptical cleric has waited for two days to see what sign Our Lady 
has for him. Juan opens his tilma, letting the roses cascade to the 
floor. But more than the roses, both men are astonished to see 
what is painted on his humble tilma - an exquisite image of Our 
Lady. 

In the image, she stands as she appeared, a native Aztec princess 
with high cheekbones. Her head is bowed and her hands are 
folded in prayer to God. On her blue cloak, the stars are arranged 
as they appeared in the morning darkness at the hour of her first 
apparition. 

Under her feet, is a great crescent moon, a symbol of the old 
Aztec religion. The message is clear, she is more powerful than 
the Aztec gods, yet she herself is not God. 

At the same time Our Lady is appearing to Juan Diego, and 
directing him to cut the flowers on Tepeyac Hill, she also appears 
to his uncle, Juan Bernadino who believes he is about to die. As 
soon as she appears, the fever stops and Juan Bernadino feels 
well again. She tells Juan Bernadino, she wants to be known as 
"Santa Maria, de Guadalupe." 

Our Lady of Guadalupe did not appear again, for her mission was 
complete. The church was built and remains there today, in what 
is now a suburb of Mexico City. Juan Diego's tilma, woven from 
cactus fibers, with a shelf-life of just 30 years at best, remains 
miraculously preserved. 

The symbolism of Our Lady's dress is obvious to over eight million 
Native Mexicans, whom all speak different languages. She is 
brighter than the sun, more powerful than any Aztec god, yet she 
is not a god herself, and she prays to one greater than her. Her 
gown is adorned with stars, and the gold fringe of her cloak 
mirrors the surrounding countryside. Millions of natives will 
convert at the news of what has happened. Millions more will 
make pilgrimages over the next five centuries to see the 
miraculous tilma, and to honor Our Lady of Guadalupe. Great 
miracles continue to occur, even today. 

On October 12, 1945, Pope Pius XII, decreed Our Lady of 
Guadalupe to be "Patroness of all the Americas." Her feast day is 
December 12, and it is a Holy Day of Obligation in Mexico. Our 
Lady of Guadalupe had this to say to Juan Diego: "Know for 
certain, least of my sons, that I am the perfect and perpetual 
Virgin Mary, Mother of the True God through whom everything 
lives, the Lord of all things near and far, the Master of heaven and 
earth. It is my earnest wish that a church be built here to my 
honor. Here I will demonstrate, I will exhibit, I will give all my 
love, my compassion, my help and my protection to the people. I 

am your merciful mother, the merciful mother of all of you who 
live united in this land, and of all mankind, of all those who love 
me, of those who cry to me, of those who seek me, of those who 
have confidence in me. Here I will hear their weeping, their 
sorrow, and will remedy and alleviate all their multiple sufferings, 
necessities and misfortunes." 

 

Archbishop Sheen to Remain in NYC - for Now 
A New York judge has granted the New York archdiocese a 
temporary stay of a court order calling for the transfer of the 
remains of Archbishop Fulton Sheen from New York to Peoria, 
Illinois.  Archbishop Sheen, who gained national fame as a 
preacher and television personality in the 1950s, is buried in the 
crypt of St. Patrick’s cathedral in New York, and the archdiocese 
had insisted that this was his wish. His family, however, showed 
that in his will the archbishop had indicated a desire to be buried in 
a cemetery in Queens. The Peoria diocese, where Fulton Sheen 
was born and ordained to the priesthood, had promoted the cause 

for his beatification. In April 2014, a Vatican panel approved the 
authenticity of a miracle attributed to his intercession, fulfilling the 
requirements for his beatification. However, the process ran into a 
roadblock when the Peoria diocese asked for the transfer of the 
archbishop’s body in preparation for the beatification ceremony, 
and the New York archdiocese refused. 

 

RECONCILIATION MONDAY PENANCE SERVICE will 

take place on Monday, December 19 at 6PM in the 

Church.  Confessions will be heard that day from 4PM - 

8PM.  People with venial sins need only attend the Penance 

Service, while those with more serious sins must also celebrate 

individual reconciliation.  This is a wonderful way to prepare for 

the Christmas Season. 
 

This weekend’s second collection is for the Religious Sisters 
and Brother’s Retirement Fund. We especially remember 
the retired Dominican Sisters and Marist Brothers who taught 
here at St. Helena and at Msgr. Scanlan H.S. for so many 
years. 
 

New Envelope System:  Currently, St. Helena’s Parish 

has 1,200 registered families, and each year about 350 families 
take offertory envelope boxes, which are given out at the end of 
December and early January.  Of those who take boxes, only 
about 200 people use them on a regular basis.  This year, we are 
going to try something new.  Instead of giving out boxes with 
envelopes for the entire year, we will instead mail envelopes out 
every two months. We understand that many people lose or 
misplace their envelope boxes, and we hope this method will 
encourage more parishioners to use their envelopes.  We only 
want to mail these envelopes out to those people who would like 
to use them, so we want to know who would like us to mail them 
their offertory envelopes.  We will automatically mail envelopes 
only to those parishioners who regularly use them, and we will 
place special Welcome envelopes in the pews and in the Narthex 
for anyone to indicate that they would like us to mail them their 
envelopes.  Just fill in the envelope and either drop it in the 
collection basket or bring it to the rectory.  Offertory envelopes 
serve as a symbol of how faithful giving is critical to establishing a 
long-term sustainable ministry. They also serve as proof of active 
parish membership as well as documentation for charitable giving 
deductions when doing your taxes.  We encourage all parishioners 
to either use parish pay on-line giving, available through our parish 
website:  www.churchofsthelena.com or use the weekly offertory 
envelopes. 

 

ALUMNI REUNION COMMITTEE MEMBERS  
STILL NEEDED: 

We are planning THREE St. Helena School alumni reunions, one 
for the classes 1940-1969, a second for the classes 1970-1999, 
and a third for the classes 2000-2016. Please call the rectory at 
718-892-3232 to let us know that you would like to help plan your 
class’ special alumni event. 

 

ST. HELENA ALUMNI ADDRESSES NEEDED-We are 

seeking to update our alumni data base.  We realize that many 

alumni have either moved, married, or are not on the alumni 

list.  If you have not received any recent mailings from St. 

Helena, please call or email your address to us so we can add 

you.  Have a Blessed Christmas. 
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ADULT AND CHILDREN’S CHOIR NEWS  

In celebration of the 75th Anniversary of the First Mass celebrated in 

our parish church, we will have a special Christmas Concert at 5PM 

on Saturday, December 24, featuring a professional harpist as well 

as our own St. Helena Adult and Children’s choirs.  

 Rehearsals and Sung Choir Masses are as follows:          

Children's Choir:  

8:30 am Rehearsal - 9:00 am Mass  
 

Adult Choir:  

10:00 am Rehearsal - 10:30 am Mass  

Everyone is welcome and encouraged to participate. 
 

 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

50/50 DRAWING: The Dec. 4 winners are: No. 395 & No. 414  @ $30 

 FAMILY SESSION-Fr. Richard will meet with the parents 

of all our religious education students in the cafeteria after 

the 10:30AM Mass on, December 18. 

 SPANISH FAMILY SESSION at 1:30PM in the cafeter ia 

on Sunday, December 11. 

 BIBLE STUDY-The Fall Semester class is Church History. 

It meets every Tuesday both at 1PM and 7:30PM in the 

green building. This Tuesday, December 13, we will study 

The Church and the World at War. You are invited to attend 

one class or as many as you like.  

 SPANISH CHARISMATIC PRAYER AND 

ADORATION takes place every Monday at 7PM.  

 NEXT BAPTISM PREP CLASSES will be held on 

December 29 at 7PM. Please bring a copy of the child’s 

birth certificate. 

 PARISH BOOKSTORE is open every Sunday from 

8:30AM to 1PM.  

 PIARIST PUBLICATIONS will be on sale in the nar thex 

after Mass, including a small booklet, a biography of          

St. Joseph Calasanz, written by Fr. Fernando Negro, and the 

book is available in both English and Spanish.  Also 

available will be a book on Piarist Spirituality, the Piarist 

Sense of Life, and a Piarist Novena. This is a good way to 

learn about Calasanz as part of the 400th Jubilee Year 

celebration.  Parish Christmas Party tickets will also be 

available at the same table. 

 PARISH TOY DRIVE AND CLOTHING DRIVE:  As 

we have done in the past, St. Helena Parish is teaming up 

with Hope For Us Inc. to sponsor a Christmas TOY DRIVE 

and CLOTHING DRIVE.  We will accept both CLOTHES 

and UNWRAPPED TOYS  through December 22. Toy 

ornament tags are available on the tree in the church 

vestibule. The clothes will be brought to area homeless 

shelters, and the toys will be brought half to Montefiore 

Hospital and half to area homeless shelters. You can bring 

your clothing donations to the rectory and the toys can be 

placed under the Christmas tree in the Narthex.  For more 

information, call Vera Acquah at 646-229-4256. 

 A NEW GROUP HAS BEEN BORN IN OUR PARISH-

Its name is “Saint Mother Theresa”. It is inspired by the love 
and mercy in which Mother Therese spent her life doing the 

mission the Lord entrusted to her. One of the activities the 

group will do is to visit the children’s Ward at Jacobi 

Medical Center before Christmas. For that purpose we’re 

requesting wrapped toy donations to be given to children 

ages newborn-18.  You should attach a note saying: “For 

Saint Mother Theresa’s group”, and include information 

stating the age and sex of the child who should receive the 

toy. For more info, contact: Elba Vega at 646-667-5365. 
 PARISH CHRISTMAS PARTY on Sat., Dec. 17 in the 

gym from  6-11PM. Tickets for  the event 

are $15 for adults, $10 for children (18 

years of age and under), and $40 for a 

family (2 adults and their children). The 

party will feature a D.J., dancing, food, 

raffles, and fun for the children, and a 

special surprise visit from Santa. Tickets 

are available in the rectory and at a table in 

the back of the church. Raffle tickets are 

on sale for our Christmas Party Raffle. 

There will be FIVE main prizes and several small 

prizes.  First prize is a 32” Samsung Smart TV (retail $400), 

Second  prize is $200 Cash, and Third through Fifth Prizes 

are $100 Gift Cards. Tickets are $1 each and will be 

available after Mass or at the Christmas Party. 

 THE PIERRE TOUSSAINT SCHOLARSHIP-provides 

graduating high school seniors with $2,000 to be used to 

attend college and may be renewed for up to three additional 

years.  Applicants must be practicing Catholics within the 

Archdiocese, have demonstrated academic achievement, and 

exhibited good character and leadership abilities.  Contact 

the rectory if you wish to apply for this scholarship. 

Applications must be postmarked no later than Feb. 17. 

 A COURSE IN MIRACLES-Rogier F. van Vlissingen is 

teaching a 13-week class A Course in Miracles every Sunday 

at St. Helena’s from 3 to 4:30 PM. For more information, 

call 917-549-0959. A suggested donation is $7/session.  

 EXPLORE A FREE CATHOLIC INTERNET SITE-    

St. Helena’s Parish has a free subscription to an online 

platform called FORMED, and all parishioners now have 

unlimited access to faith formation programs, Bible Studies, 

Catholic-themed movies and programs, enjoy music, e-books 

and much more. It is very easy to register with FORMED. 

FIRST go to formed.org and click the REGISTER link in the 

middle of the page; enter the parish code 2KQQYD and your 

email, then click “Go.” Fill in the registration 

information.  After registering, you will receive a message 

asking you to verify your email address. Check your email 

(it may be in your spam folder) and click VERIFY.  You will 

OFFERING ENVELOPES 
Sunday, December 4, 2016                              $4,378.27 

 

      Our weekly budget, (Nuestro presupuesto semanal es) $4,423.00 
 

Thank you to everyone for your generosity and for your support and for 

all that you do for St. Helena’s Parish. We have some major capital 

repair expenses on our boilers and air conditioning coming up, and we 

exceeded our new budgeted amount this week.  I ask you to please 

consider increasing your offerings a little so that we can meet or exceed 

our 2017 weekly budget goal.  
 

Gracias a todos por su generosidad y por todo lo que hacen por esta 

Iglesia de St. Helena. 

http://formed.org/


be prompted to login.  You can then enjoy using FORMED.   

 NEW TAX LEGISLATION-Did you know that Congress 

recently passed permanent legislation for parishioners who 

are:  70 1/2 Years of Age with--Individual Retirement 

Accounts (IRA) and want to withdraw money from their 

IRA to Give Tax Free to St. Helena. In addition, if you 

converted your traditional IRA to a Roth IRA this year, you 

can offset the taxable income generated by the conversion by 

making a charitable gift to St. Helena.                                                       

We hope everyone will please consider a special Christmas 

or Year End gift.  The parish has recently done repair work 

on the boilers that will cost around $50,000, and we will 

need to replace the Parish Center roof as well as put in a new 

conditioning system that could cost around $300,000.  We 

are still getting estimates, and we need your help. 

 AA BIG BOOK STUDY meets every Sat., 7-8:30PM in 

the green building. 

 FULL-TIME OR PART-TIME MAINTENANCE OR 

HANDYMAN JOB position needed. E-mail: 

josecolon1080@gmail.com or  call 347-964-9539. 

 APARTMENTS WANTED-Within the Parkchester area. If 

you know of one that is available, please call the Rectory. 

 
 

 

SCHOOL NEWS 
JV HORSEMEN COME FROM BEHIND  

TO NET THE EAGLES 
Peter Lugo put seven points on the boards in the second half to 

lead his team to a 33-27 victory Tuesday night at home against 

the visiting Immaculate Conception Eagles. 
 

Lugo had a team-high 10 points and sank one of the Horsemen’s 

two three pointers in the third quarter.  The Horsemen were very 

slow out of the gate, trailing 4-7 at the quarter and 8-16 at the 

half, but they slowly started fighting back in the third quarter and 

seemed rejuvenated when Lugo hit a buzzer-beater at the end of 

the third to pull the Horsemen within a point of the Eagles 19-20, 

the closest they had been the entire game.  Lugo then swished a 

free throw early in the fourth to tie the game 20-20.  Jose Velez 

followed with the other team three to pull the Horsemen ahead 23

-20, and they would hang on to the lead for the rest of the game. 
 

William Manning put nine points on the boards, five of them in 

the final quarter.  Danny Bahora hit his first two of the season in 

the second quarter, and Jahli Ward added two twos in the first 

quarter and three free throws in the final quarter to round out the 

Horsemen scoring. 
 

Nathaniel Bracero had a game-high 15 points for the Eagles, who 

were 8 for 13 from the line, while the Horsemen went 7 for 

12.  Congratulations to the JV Horsemen. 

 

VARSITY HORSEMEN VICTORIOUS  

BACK TO BACK 
The varsity Horsemen easily outpaced Our Lady of the 

Assumption 47-32 Monday night at home, and the next night 

nine Horsemen put points on the boards as they trampled the 

Immaculate Conception Eagles 41-19. 

Three Horsemen scored in double digits against OLA.  Francisco 

Mattei had a game-high 22 points, including a three in the 

first.  Omari Ward put 13 points on the boards, also with a three 

in the first, and Chris Colter scored 10 points for the 

Horsemen.  Justin Hernandez rounded out the Horsemen scoring 

with a two.   

Benny Castro had a team-high 8 points for OLA, which shot 3 for 

6 from the line, while the Horsemen shot 6 for 15. 

The Horsemen shot out of the gate against the Eagles and led 20-

3 at the quarter and 30-8 at the half.  Omari Ward was the only 

Horseman to score in the entire second half of the game and was 

the only player on either team in double digits, with a game-high 

16 points, including the only team three in the final quarter and 

sinking seven of the team’s 10 free throws.  Francisco Mattei 

scored all seven of his points in the first quarter, and both 

Kameron Carrasquilla and Neil Tayao hit a two in the first, while 

Justin Hernandez hit two twos in the first. Chris Colter hit his two 

twos in the second, and Hope Martinez and Adam Waldropt both 

hit twos in the second. Devonne Stewart rounded out the 

Horsemen scoring with two free throws in the second. Eight 

cheerleaders provided the half-time entertainment. 

Gil Aniambossou had a team-high nine points for the Eagles and 

was the only player of the game to score in all four quarters. The 

Eagles were 3 for 16 from the line, while the Horsemen went 10 

for 13. 

 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 A BRITISH YULETIDE, the Bronx Concer t Singers 

35th Annual Holiday Concert, will be presented on Sunday, 

Dec. 11 at 4:30PM at St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran 

Church, 1891 McGraw Avenue.  Gen. Admission $20/

person, $35/couple, $15/senior or college student, $5/

student.  For more info, call 917-743-4641. 

 WINTER HEALTH AND WELLNESS FAIR on 

Monday, Dec. 12 from 5:30-8:30PM at the Bronx House. 

990 Pelham Parkway S.  For more info, call 718-655-5000. 

 SISTER ACT-on stage at the White Plains Performing Arts 

Center from Dec. 16-Jan. 8. Directed by Frank Por tanova 

(Stepinac H.S.’s Assistant Principal and Drama Instructor). 

Tickets $22-$49. For tickets call 914-328-1600 or wppac.com 
 FREE CHRISTMAS CONCERT-The Orchestra Now 

from Bard College will present a free Christmas Concert at 

the Lehman Center for the Performing Arts, 250 Bedford 

Park Blvd. East on Sunday, Dec. 18 at 3PM. 

 SILENCE is a 2016 American historical drama film 

directed by Martin Scorsese and based upon the 1966 novel 

of the same name. The film was shot entirely in Taipei, 

Taiwan. The film premiered in Vatican City on November 

29 and will be released in the United States on December 

23.In the seventeenth century, two Portuguese Jesuit priests 

face violence and persecution when they travel to Japan to 

locate their mentor who had committed apostasy after being 

tortured. The story takes place in the time of Kakure 

Kirishitan ("Hidden Christians") that followed the defeat of 

the Shimabara Rebellion (1637–38) of Japanese Roman 

Catholics against the Tokugawa shogunate. 

 MARRIAGE AND THE FAMILY, a free eight-week 

course exploring what are the sacramental, spiritual, 

psychological, and societal aspects of marriage and family 

life,  begins Monday, January 9 from 7:30-9PM at the 

Conference Room, 1573 Zerega Ave. It is not a pre-cana 

course. For more info, call 718-828-2380. 

 NOURISHMENT FOR SENIORS: Are you a SNAP-

eligible senior citizen living in NYC? You may qualify for a 

free monthly food package. For more information, call   

917-982-2564. www.nycommonpantry.org 

 



JOHN GLENN DIES AT AGE 95: John Glenn, whose 1962 

flight as the first U.S. astronaut to orbit the Earth made him an all

-American hero and propelled him to a long career in the U.S. 

Senate, died Thursday. The last survivor of the original Mercury 

7 astronauts was 95. During the flight, Glenn uttered a phrase that 

he would repeat frequently throughout life: "Zero G, and I feel 

fine.” Before he gained fame orbiting the world, he was a fighter 

pilot in two wars, and as a test pilot, he set a transcontinental 

speed record. He later served 24 years in the Senate from Ohio. A 

rare setback was a failed 1984 run for the Democratic 

presidential nomination. His long political career enabled him to 

return to space in the shuttle Discovery at age 77 in 1998, a 

cosmic victory lap that he relished and turned into a teachable 

moment about growing old. He holds the record for the oldest 

person in space. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

ANUNCIOS EN ESPANOL 
 FIESTA DE NUESTRA SEÑORA DE GUADALUPE: 

Diciembre 12. Se comenzará la devoción a las 12 a.m. en 

la Capilla de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe en el 

parqueadero. Rosario: 4 am. Mariachis: 5 am.  

 MISAS EN ESPAÑOL: Domingo 11 de diciembre a las 7 

pm; Lunes 12 de diciembre a las 6 am; Lunes 12 de 

diciembre a las 6 pm., con bendición para los niños.  

 MISAS EN INGLES: Lunes 12 a las 6.50 am, 8.30 am y 

12.15 pm 

 NUEVO SISTEMA DE SOBRES: Es impor tante 

registrarse como miembro de la par roquia. Es una 

prueba de su presencia en la comunidad. Las ofrendas a 

la Iglesia pueden ser deducidas de los impuestos como 

‘obras de caridad’.  Les estaré informando al respecto.  

 SERVICIO PENITENCIAL DE ADVIENTO: Lunes 

diciembre 19 de 4 pm a 8 pm. Ven a ponerte en paz con el 

Señor para recibirlo con un corazón “más blanco que la 

nieve”.  

 FELICITACIONES!: Dos grupos de feligreses han 

terminado esta semana cursos de crecimiento en la fe. Se 

trata del curso “Una Fe Bien Construida”, con duración de 

20 semanas y “Taller de Oración y Vida”, con una duración 

de 15 semanas. Les felicito por su perseverancia y por su 

deseo de conocer más al Señor para vivir cada vez mejor un 

discipulado de alegría y esperanza. Ya les informaré sobre 

los cursos para el año entrante. Crece en tu fe, conócela! 

 PROXIMA SESION DE PREPARACION AL 

BAUTISMO: Diciembre 29 a las 7 pm en la Iglesia. Trae 

contigo una copia y el original del certificado de nacimiento.  

 GRUPO SANTA MADRE TERESA: El grupo visitará 

en los primeros días de Enero los niños del Jacobi Medical 

Center para traerles la presencia de Jesús, compañía y 

regalos. Le pedimos a cada familia traer a la rectoría un 

regalo para un niño o niña. Indique en una nota si es para 

niño o niña y la edad. Digan que se los entreguen al P. 

Nelson quien se los dará al grupo. Gracias por su 

generosidad. Informe sobre el grupo, Elba Vega: 646 667 

5365 

 FIESTA DE NAVIDAD: Sábado 17 de diciembre en el 

gimnasio, de 6 pm a 11 pm. Deseamos que sea una fiesta 

para toda la familia y para las diferentes culturas de nuestra 

parroquia. Los tickets se están vendiendo a: $15 adulto; $10 

niños (18 años y menos). Este año hemos hecho un 

paquete familiar que consiste: Papá, mamá e hijos 

menores de 18 años por $40. La idea es que la familia pueda 

participar. Habrá música, comida, rifas, entretenimiento para 

los niños y jóvenes y una visita muy especial de…..  

 Pedimos donaciones de caramelos, agua y sodas.  

Traerlas a la rectoría.  

 GRUPO DE ORACIÓN: Todos los lunes de 7 pm a 9 pm. 

Ven a alabar al Señor con tus hermanos y hermanas!!! 

 MIERCOLES DE LA MISERICORDIA: Durante el 

último año hemos celebrado los miércoles el “Año de la 

Misericordia”, gracias al regalo del Papa Francisco que nos 

ha invitado a conocer y reflexionar más acerca del misterio 

maravilloso de la misericordia de Dios. De ahora en adelante 

la meta no es solamente reflexionar acerca de la Misericordia 

de Dios, sino “ser misericordia de Dios”. Ven los miércoles a 

adorar al Santísimo y a vivir con alegría el misericordioso 

regalo de la Eucaristía. Invita a tus amigos y familiares a esta 

fiesta de amor!!! 

 LEGION DE MARIA: Todos los viernes a las 7 pm, ven 

a rezar el Rosario y a planear servicio a la comunidad. 
 

BUEN DIA, HERMANOS: 
Las lecturas durante Adviento siguen un ritmo diferente al del resto 

del año. En lugar de ser el Evangelio el punto de referencia, el 

liderazgo en Adviento lo toma la primera lectura. Isaías es el profeta 

que con más frecuencia hemos leído hasta el momento porque con 

sus profecías, expresadas con una gran belleza poética y espiritual, 

nos revela una realidad futura a la que debemos estar atentos. Esa 

realidad, como todos los cristianos sabemos, se cumplió ya en 

Jesucristo. Sin embargo, hay otra realidad que aún está por 

cumplirse, una realidad futura que esperamos con esperanza, se trata 

de la venida final de Jesucristo ‘para juzgar a vivos y muertos’, que 

se conoce con el nombre de “Parusía”.  
 

En el último capítulo del último libro de la Biblia, el Apocalipsis, 

Jesús nos dice: “Y o llegaré pronto llevando la paga para dar a cada 

uno lo que merecen sus obras. Yo soy el alfa y la omega, el primero 

y el último, el principio y el fin. Dichosos los que lavan sus vestidos, 

porque tendrán a su disposición el árbol de la vida y entrarán por 

las puertas en la ciudad. El que escuche diga: Ven!” 
 

El católico cristiano que se deja impregnar de la sabiduría y las 

instrucciones que nos deja la relación con la Palabra de Dios, sabe 

que ‘lavar lo vestidos’ es dejarse llenar del Espíritu del Señor, que es 

quien nos instruye y nos muestra el camino. Sin embargo, nosotros 

tenemos la misión y la responsabilidad de “preparar el camino” para 

que el Señor pueda verdaderamente hacer su obra salvadora en cada 

uno de nosotros. Por eso la temporada de Adviento es tan importante 

para nosotros, ella nos ayuda a preparar el corazón para que el 

Espíritu del Señor ‘renazca’ en nuestras vidas y nos impulse a 

caminos de santidad que nos acerquen cada vez más al Dios de la 

Please Pray for the Sick of our Parish 

Joanne Frances Bernadette Sanabria, Sylvia Carballo,  

Ruben Mercado, Mike Adorno, Catherine Holden, 

Carmelle and Nicole Antoine, Indrowdi Sadu, Rosa Pena,  

Brenda Jackson, James Leunge, Carol Primak, Joan Ricci, 

Lucy Cannavacciuolo,  Aaron Sylvester, Sean Gaffney, Bertha Mero, 

Peter Vaccaro, Gino Vaccaro, Veronica Gonzalez,  Ronald Horne,  

Doris Waldropt, Milagro Vasquez, Juana Carmen Rodriguez,  

Ynes Tavarez, Theresa Delevan, Neil Duggan, Humberto Prieto,  

Jenny Mauro, Jimmy Mauro, Mariana Rivera,  Annissa Ramratansingh, 

Catherine Gregson, Noemi Cross, Arley Johnson 
 
 

Please Pray for the Deceased and their Grieving Families:  

  Danielle Govan, Ambrosio Galarza, Carmen Ortiz, Ann Pierce,  

Eloisa Pagan, Helen Tinelli, John Glenn 



vida. Celebrar la Navidad no es, por lo tanto, mirar sólo al pasado, al 

evento que sucedió hace dos mil años, es mirar con confianza a la 

promesa del final de los tiempos y preparar con amor cada día el 

camino del Señor hacia nuestro corazón.  
 

El profeta Isaías nos recuerda importantes realidades que debemos 

tener siempre presentes para no dejarnos arrastrar por las corrientes 

de inseguridad y de falta de confianza en el presente y en el futuro, 

que inundan a una sociedad que ha puesto toda su esperanza en la 

tecnología, pero que al final se ve sin un verdadero proyecto de vida.  
 

Dios, por medio de su profeta, nos dice que toda la instrucción que 

nos da a través de las Sagradas Escrituras está basada en mostrarnos 

constantemente su plan de salvación hacia nosotros. Todos son 

planes de salvación: Dios anuncia la paz a su pueblo y a sus amigos; 

ya no caben penas ni aflicciones; curará a los ciegos y a los sordos, a 

los mudos y a los cojos y a todos les enseñará el camino de la 

verdadera felicidad. Nosotros recorremos un exilio similar al que 

recorrieron los israelitas, cuando por medio de Moisés fueron 

liberados de la esclavitud del pecado, la gran diferencia ahora es que 

es Dios mismo quien guía nuestro exilio. Sin embargo; el hecho de 

ser guiados por Dios no nos exime del sufrimiento, del pecado como 

compañero permanente, ni de la muerte como punto final a la 

existencia en la tierra.   
 

Pero Dios nos asegura su compañía continua, su Palabra de vida, el 

don de la Iglesia y de los sacramentos como murallas protectoras 

contra el peligro de la destrucción. En otras palabras, así como 

nuestros hermanos israelitas fueron enviados a buscar la Tierra 

Prometida, nosotros hacemos el mismo recorrido. Nuestro recorrido 

es un camino de retorno al Paraíso perdido, de donde salimos por 

nuestra desobediencia a Dios. Ése es el proyecto del Padre para 

todos, ése es nuestro proyecto más importante en esta vida. Dios ha 

perdonado a su pueblo, le ha liberado de sus tribulaciones, le 

promete los bienes perdidos que desea regresarnos cuando volvamos 

a Él. Es la repetición de la historia del Hijo Pródigo, que en el fondo 

somos cada uno de nosotros.  
 

Dios es el médico de toda enfermedad, es agua que fecunda la tierra 

árida del desierto; es quien hará que el león pueda convivir con el 

cabrito y la serpiente con el niño sin hacerle daño; es quien infunde 

valentía a los que se sienten acobardados y temerosos, como hizo 

con los discípulos cuando se atemorizaron ante la muerte del 

Maestro.  
 

Si hermanos, Dios sigue actuando en la persona del Cristo que salva, 

del Cristo que sana, del Cristo que perdona; del Cristo que actúa ante 

la fe de las personas; del Cristo que acoge con amabilidad al enfermo 

y al pecador que le buscan. Jesús está siempre acompañando y dando 

todo de sí por nosotros. Jesús está siempre animando, consolando, y 

como hizo en el milagro de la sanación del paralítico, le dió más de 

lo que pedía, porque no sólo le dió sanación física, sino sanación 

interior. La sanación física para los seres humanos es importante, 

siempre la pedimos, pero si reflexionamos detenidamente, no debe 

ser lo más importante. Hay otra sanación que debemos cuidar como 

el más grande tesoro que se nos ha entregado: la sanación 

espiritual, la pureza del alma, la bondad del corazón, la limpieza de 

la mente.  
 

Las promesas de Isaías apuntan hacia una plenitud que Jesús supera 

en forma permanente en nuestras vidas, pero que es percibida 

solamente por el sencillo de corazón. No es gratuito que Jesús 

mismo haya dicho: “¡Te alabo, Padre, Señor del cielo y de la tierra, 

porque, ocultando estas cosas a los sabios y entendidos, se las diste 

a conocer a la gente sencilla!” El mensaje de Adviento sigue siendo: 

“Levanta la cabeza, ya viene la liberación”; “Ánimo, no tengas 

miedo”; “Arrepiéntete, tus pecados te son perdonados”; “Levántate y 

anda”.  
 

Aunque hayamos caído una y otra vez por nuestra debilidad Cristo 

nos quiere curar a cada uno de nosotros, ayudarnos a salir de nuestra 

situación, sea cual sea, para que alcancemos una existencia más 

alegre y confiada. Bendiciones.                          P.  Nelson 
 

Mass Intentions 
SUNDAY, December 11, 2016-Third Sunday of Advent— 
   Gaudete Sunday 
               7:30 Mabel Schoenthaler 
               9:00 Bridget and Pat Joe Early 
             10:30 Sr. Jeanne Claire, O.P. 
             12:00 Julio Medina 
  Maria Castillo (5th Year Anniversary) 
  Misa Del Divino Niño 
  Luis Manuel Vega 
  Evelio Mejia Guerrero & Alonso Zamora Cordero 
              1:30  Norah Bracken 
              5:00  Marilyn Henderson (Intentions-Good Health) 
  Our Parishioners 
               7:00 Misa Virgen de Guadalupe 
MONDAY, Dec. 12, 2016-Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
 4:00AM Rosary 
 5:00 Mariachis 
 6:00 Misa Virgen de Guadalupe 
 6:50 Justine Ramos 
 8:30 Tricia Briska Intentions 
 12:15PM   Virgil Sanchez 
 6:00 Misa Virgen de Guadalupe 
TUESDAY, December 13, 2016-Feast of St. Lucy 
 6:50 Hector Escalera 
 8:30 St. Helena’s Benefactors 
 12:15 Cicily Job, Xavier Francis, Meera, Staven,  
  and Jair Joseph (Intentions) 
WEDNESDAY, Dec. 14, 2016-Feast of St. John of the Cross 
 6:50 In Thanksgiving for Favors 
 8:30 Ann Pierce 
 12:15 Mary and John Curran 
 7:30 Fr. Jose Garivito  
THURSDAY, December 15, 2016-Feast of St. Mary de Rosa 
 6:50 Scott Van de Weghe (Intentions) 
 8:30 Michael Murphy 
 12:15   Altagracia, Carmen, José & Manuel Capellan 
  Franco Bonanome (Intentions-Health) 
FRIDAY, Dec. 16, 2016-Feast of St. Adelaide 
 6:50 Mary Katherine Denny 
 8:30 In Thanksgiving for Favors 
 12:15 Mary Grossmann 
SATURDAY, December 17, 2016-Feast of St. Olympias 
 6:50 Telma Anith and Family (Intentions) 
 8:30 Bridget and Pat Joe Early 
 12:15 Gerald Smalls 
 2:00 Mass Divino Niño (Spanish) 
  Por familia Chimborazo Huerta Zuquelema 
 5:30 Msgr. Arthur J. Scanlan 
SUNDAY, December 18, 2016-Fourth Sunday of Advent 
               7:30 Stephanie Holt (Intentions) 
               9:00 Mary Katherine Denny 
             10:30 James Kiernan 
             12:00 Christopher Arce Gonzalez 
  Cristhian Orellana 
              1:30  Scott Van de Weghe (Intentions) 
              5:00  Albert and Sara Echevarria 
  Our Parishioners 
 

Readings for the Week of December 11, 2016 
Sunday: Is 35:1-6a, 10/Ps 146/Jas 5:7-10/Mt 11:2-11 Monday: Zec 2:14

-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Jdt 13/Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47 

Tuesday: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Ps 34/Mt 21:28-32 Wednesday: Is 45:6b-8, 

18, 21b-25/Ps 85/Lk 7:18b-23 Thursday: Is 54:1-10/Ps 30/Lk 7:24-30 

Friday: Is 56:1-3a, 6-8/Ps 67/Jn 5:33-36 Saturday: Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72/

Mt 1:1-17 Next Sunday: Is 7:10-14/Ps 24/Rom 1:1-7/Mt 1:18-24 


