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FROM THE PASTORS DESK: 

Mass Intentions at St. Helena  
Mass intentions refer to the particular purpose for which a specific 
Mass is offered. Most commonly, a Mass is requested for the 
repose of the soul of someone who has died. However, Mass can 
be offered for someone who is living, e.g. for a speedy recovery, 
anniversary, birthday, etc. To have a Mass offered for a special 
need is appropriate, beneficial and appreciated. Really, there is no 
greater gift that we can give. Although the origins of the practice of 
offering Mass intentions date to the early Church, we still 
recognize its importance today. One should never forget the 
infinite graces that flow from the Sacrifice of the Mass which 
benefit one’s soul, both for the living and the deceased. 

Daily and Sunday Mass intentions to be offered here at St. Helena 
are available, and there are many weekday intentions open for this 
year. If you would like to remember a loved one in this way, please 
stop by or call the Rectory for more information. 

An Announced Mass will be offered for a deceased loved one on a 
particular day and time as arranged with the rectory receptionist.  

An Unannounced Mass will be offered either at a date or time 
chosen by us or by a Piarist missionary somewhere around the 
world. Since the date and time the Mass will be offered is not 
immediately known, it is “unannounced."  

The Perpetual Spiritual Enrollment is a form of union and 
communion within the Mystical Body of Christ as we pray for one 
another. Persons enrolled in the Perpetual Spiritual Enrollment 
become sharers and recipients of the spiritual benefits of the 
prayers, works, and sacrifices of the Piarist Fathers. Those 
enrolled will benefit from these spiritual offerings as long as our 
community exists. There is no need to enroll someone more than 
once since it is a perpetual enrollment. While the enrollees share 
in the daily offering of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, the Mass is 
not said for any individual enrollee only but collectively. 
 

Gregorian Masses are a series of 30 Masses offered on 
consecutive days. Gregorian Masses are offered only for the 
deceased and they can usually begin ten days after receiving the 
request.  The custom of offering a set of Gregorian Masses dates 
back to Pope St. Gregory the Great (died 604) who wrote in the 
DIALOGUES (4:55; PL 77: 416-421) about a monk who obtained 
release from Purgatory after thirty Masses were offered on his 
behalf.  The Church has declared the confidence of the faithful in 
the efficacy of Gregorian Masses to be pious and reasonable. 

A Month's Mind Mass is a Requiem Mass celebrated about one 
month after a person's death, in memory of the deceased.  The 
Venerable Bede speaks of the day as commemorationis dies. It is 
still an almost universal practice among Roman Catholics for the 
family of the deceased and close friends to attend Mass and take 
a meal together on the occasion of the month's mind. 

Because we often have more requests for Masses than there are 
Mass times available, there are sometimes Bundled (collective or 
multiple) Mass intentions available for selected daily and weekend 
Masses.  Bundled Mass intentions assist people in arranging for a 
Mass intention sooner than is normally possible, but people must 
agree to share their intentions for that particular Mass. 
 

FEAST OF ST. JOSEPH - This year on March 20 
St. Joseph, the spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the foster-
father of Jesus, was probably born in Bethlehem and died in 
Nazareth. His important mission in God's plan of salvation was "to 
legally insert Jesus Christ into the line of David from whom, 
according to the prophets, the Messiah would be born, and to act 
as his father and guardian. Most of our information about St. 

Joseph comes from the opening two chapters of St. Matthew's 
Gospel. No words of his are recorded in the Gospels; he was the 
"silent" saint. We find no evidence of devotion to St. Joseph in the 

early Church. It was the will of God that the 
Virgin Birth of Our Lord be first firmly 
impressed upon the minds of the faithful.  

He was later venerated by the great saints of 
the Middle Ages, and in 1870, Pope Pius IX 
declared him patron and protector of the 
universal family of the Church. 

His Solemnity normally falls on March 19 but 
has been transferred to Monday since this 
year it falls on a Sunday. 

St. Joseph was an ordinary manual laborer 
although descended from the royal house of David through King 
Solomon. In the designs of Providence he was destined to become 
the spouse of the Mother of God. His high privilege is expressed in 
a single phrase, "Foster-father of Jesus." About him Sacred 
Scripture has little more to say than that he was a just man-an 

expression which indicates how faithfully he fulfilled his high trust 
of protecting and guarding God's greatest treasures upon earth, 
Jesus and Mary. 

The darkest hours of his life may well have been those when he 
first learned of Mary's pregnancy; but precisely in this time of trial 
Joseph showed himself great. His suffering, which likewise formed 
a part of the work of the redemption, was not without great 
providential import: Joseph was to be, for all times, the 
trustworthy witness of the Messiah's virgin birth. After this, he 
modestly retires into the background of holy Scripture. 

Of St. Joseph's death the Bible tells us nothing. There are 
indications, however, that he died before the beginning of Christ's 
public life. His was the most beautiful death that one could have, 
in the arms of Jesus and Mary. Humbly and unknown, he passed 
his years at Nazareth, silent and almost forgotten he remained in 
the background through centuries of Church history. Only in more 
recent times has he been accorded greater honor. Liturgical 
veneration of St. Joseph began in the fifteenth century, fostered 
by Sts. Brigid of Sweden and Bernadine of Siena. St. Teresa, too, 
did much to further his cult. 

At present there are two major feasts in his honor. On March 19 
our veneration is directed to him personally and to his part in the 
work of redemption, while on May 1 we honor him as the patron 
of workmen throughout the world and as our guide in the difficult 
matter of establishing equitable norms regarding obligations and 
rights in the social order. 

St. Joseph is invoked as patron for many causes. He is the patron 
of the Universal Church. He is the patron of the dying because 
Jesus and Mary were at his death-bed. He is also the patron of 
fathers, of carpenters, and of social justice. Many religious orders 
and communities are placed under his patronage. 

His Symbols are a: Bible; branch; carpenter's square; plane; 
carpenter's tools; chalice; cross; hand tools; infant Jesus; ladder; 
lamb; lily; monstrance; old man holding a lily and a carpenter's 
tool; old man holding the infant Jesus; and rod. 

A table overflowing with good Italian food honoring St. Joseph is a 
traditional Sicilian custom. The feast of San Giuseppe began in the 
Middle Ages when Sicily was suffering from a severe drought and 
the desperate people begged St. Joseph for rain. When they 
received rainy weather in response, they held a huge "feste" in 
Saint Joseph's honor. Even today, Sicilians go to Mass before their 
St. Joseph's day dinner and then process to their festive tables, 
decked out in flowers, breads, and all sorts of Italian foods. The 
priest blesses the food, and everyone shouts "Viva la tavola di San 
Giuse!" (which your children will readily do with great gusto). After 
the meal is done, everyone is given something to take home. 
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THE LIFE OF ST. JOSEPH-Join us at 1PM or at 7:30PM, on 

Monday, March 20, this year 's Feast of St. Joseph, in the 

green Parish Centre to watch a very realistic movie on the life of         

St. Joseph. It is a wonderful Lenten Movie opportunity for the 

entire family. 
 

400th ANNIVERSARY PIARIST MASS: Cardinal 

Dolan is will celebrate a Solemn Mass on Saturday, March 25 at 

Noon at Annunciation Par ish in Manhattan to commemorate 

the 400th Anniversary of St. Joseph Calasanz and 14 companions 

receiving the Piarist habit. Everyone is invited to attend. 
 

CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES-The second collection on 

March 26 is for  Catholic Relief Services, which was founded 

in 1943 by the U.S. Bishops and provided emergency assistance 

to 130 million people in more than 90 countries. 
 

DO YOU NEED PARISH ENVELOPES? If you want 

envelopes and have not yet received them,  just fill in the violet 

Welcome envelope and either drop it in the collection basket or 

bring it to the rectory.  We encourage everyone to use parish pay, 

available through our website:  www.churchofsthelena.com or to  

use the new weekly offertory envelopes. 
 

SECURITY JOBS AVAILABLE:  Both paid and volunteer  

Security positions are available.  Preference is given to applicants 

with military, police, or security backgrounds.  You will be asked 

to work VERY flexible hours. Please send resume to the parish 

office or Email it to sthelenarc@yahoo.com. 
 

RAFFLE ITEMS NEEDED FOR OUR PARISH 

CARNIVAL, June 22-25. Big ticket items are urgently 

needed. Need a Business Deduction? Do you have a gift you have 

never used or opened? To donate, please call the rectory. 

Remember, large donations are tax deductible. 
 

PARISH CARNIVAL FOOD COMMITTEE MEETING-

7:30PM on Thursday, March 23 in Rectory Meeting Room 
 

NEW CHURCH SECURITY POLICY-The Archdiocese 

has recently informed us that we must now lock the church when 

there are not scheduled Masses or activities. Parishioners who 

want to visit the Church to pray during times when the church is 

locked must first come to the rectory from which they can then 

gain access to the church. We are sorry for the inconvenience this 

may cause some people. 
 

 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

 50/50 MONTHLY DRAWING-THANK YOU to everyone 

who participated in our monthly 50/50 drawing which is only 

$5/month. Pink 50/50 envelopes are available both in your 

mailed offertory envelopes as well as at the entrances to the 

church.  The March drawing will take place on March 27.  

 ENGLISH FAMILY SESSION will take place today, 

March 19 at 11:30AM in the cafeter ia. The topic will be: 

Human Dignity; Sin and Mercy; and the Commandments, 

Beatitudes, and Virtues. 

 BENEDICTION AND ADORATION every Friday from 

1-9PM in the Church. 

 STATIONS OF THE CROSS every Friday at 1PM and 

8PM in English and at 7PM in Spanish. 

 BIBLE STUDY-This semester, we are conducting a 24-

week Bible Study of the Gospel of Matthew. Classes in 

English meet in the green building every Tuesday at both 

1PM and 7:30PM.  This Tues., March 21, the English 

group will study both Chapters 9 and 10. Classes in Spanish 

meet at 7PM in the cafeteria. 

 ENGLISH PRAYER GROUP meets every Wednesday at 

7:30PM in the meeting room of the Green Parish Center. 

Prayer is one of the most powerful forms of healing there is. 

Everyone is welcome to attend. 

 SPANISH PRAYER GROUP meets every Monday at 

7PM in the Church. 

 NEXT BAPTISM PREP CLASS will be held on March 23 

at 7PM. Please bring a copy of the child’s birth certificate as 

well as either a letter of suitability for the godparents from 

their local pastor or a copy of the godparent’s Confirmation 

Certificate and if a godparent is married, a copy of their 

Catholic Marriage Certificate. 

 BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP meets cn 

Saturdays at 11AM for  6 weeks in the Green Par ish 

Center. The group is intended for those who are grieving the 

loss of a loved one or a dear friend. To register or for more 

information about this program, contact:  Jessica Perez at 

jeniperez_s@yahoo.com. 

 FLEA MARKET-The next parish flea market will take 

place TODAY, Sunday, March 19 from 10AM - 3PM in the 

gym.  All items are $3 or less. The Youth Group is also 

sponsoring a Bake Sale at the Flea Market. 

 YOUTH GROUP for  ages 12-18 meets on Fridays from 7-

9PM in the gym. Contact Br . Ricardo or  Br . Or lando if 

you would like to join. 

 EASTER EGG HUNT-Saturday, April 8 from Noon-3PM 

in the playground area. 

 PARISH BOOKSTORE is open every Sunday from 

8:30AM to 1PM. New items have just ar r ived. 

 KEYBOARD DONATION-Mr. Anthony Lim has recently 

made a generous donation to St. Helena to go toward the 

purchase of a new electronic keyboard for the parish 

choir.  We are most appreciative to our Choir Director Mr. 

Patrick Marques for his assistance in helping to obtain the 

donation and to Mr. Lim for his generosity. 

 TEXT-TO-JOIN: From time to time, we send out text 

messages to parishioners when important or timely events are 

happening here at St. Helena's.  If you HAVE NOT been 

receiving these texts, please "Text STHELENA to 

84576".  That should enable you to receive the notices that 

we send out to the parishioners. There is no cost to you. 

 PLANNING YOUR FAMILY WITH GOD-Rev. Daniel 

McCaffrey will be speaking at all Masses this weekend  

March 18-19 on the effectiveness and goodness of Natural 

Family Planning and the problems associated with 

contraception, sterilization, and infertility.  Experience a 

fresh approach to life in your family.  Father will be available 

in the narthex after each Mass to answer any questions. 

Father McCaffrey holds a doctorate in Sacred Theology and 

served as a U.S. Army Chaplain for over 20 years, serving in 

Vietnam, Korea, and Honduras.  He is currently the director 

of Natural Family Planning Outreach in Oklahoma.  A 

second collection will be taken up for his ministry. 
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 THE OLIVEWOOD CARVING EVENT  IS HERE 

THIS WEEKEND MARCH 18-19-The olivewood carving 

market is the major source of income in the Bethlehem area.  

They make wonderful gifts. 

 BREAST CANCER MOBILE CARE CLINIC will be at 

St. Helena on Sunday, March 26 to provide NO COST 

digital mammograms and clinical breast exams.  The unit is 

funded by a grant from the American Italian Cancer 

Foundation. To be eligible, you must be a woman aged 40 

and older, currently living anywhere in New York City and 

who has NOT had a mammogram in the past 12 months.  If 

you have one, bring your insurance card.  No co-pays are 

required and deductibles are waved.  Uninsured patients are 

welcome.  Early detection of breast cancer saves lives. You 

must register for a time slot either by calling the rectory at 

718-892-3233 or 877-628-9090. 

 PARISH SPANISH LENTEN MISSION REVIVE-

Looking forward to Revive? We are too. We encourage you 

to bring a friend. Invite a neighbor, a cousin, or coworker. 

Our Spanish evenings of reflection will be on Monday-

Wednesday, March 27-29 from 6-9PM here at St. 

Helena, while the English Mission will be held at Santa 

Maria Parish. Please visit www.FaithEveryDay.com for 

more information and to register. 

 50th WEDDING ANNIVERSARY-Our parishioners 

celebrating their 50th Wedding Anniversary anytime during 

2017 are invited to attend the Annual Golden Wedding 

Jubilee Mass with Cardinal Dolan at the Cathedral of St. 

Patrick, Sunday, June 11th at 2:00 pm. Pre-registration is 

required. Please contact the rectory for registration. The 

closing date to register for the Mass is Friday, May 12th. 

This event is sponsored by the Family Life + Respect Life 

Office of the Archdiocese of New York. 

 SHORT TERM COUNSELING AVAILABLE-St. Helena 

parishioners have access to affordable, short-term 

professional counseling available at convenient locations 

throughout the Archdiocese.  Up to six sessions can take 

place with just a $10 co-pay per session. For more 

information, please contact one of our priests. 
 AA BIG BOOK STUDY meets every Sat., 7-8:30PM in 

the green building. 

 CO-DEPENDENTS ANNONYMOUS meets every 

Monday from 7-8:30PM in the green building. 

 APARTMENTS WANTED-Within the Parkchester area. If 

you know of one that is available, please call the Rectory. 
 CATHOLIC ANSWERS IS NOW ON FORMED-          

St. Helena’s Parish has a free subscription to an online 

platform called FORMED, and all parishioners now have 

unlimited access to faith formation programs, Bible Studies, 

Catholic-themed movies and programs, enjoy music, e-

books and much more. It is very easy to register with 

FORMED. F IRST go to formed.org and click the 

REGISTER link in the middle of the page; enter the parish 

code 2KQQYD and your email, then click “Go.” Fill in the 

registration information.  After registering, you will receive 

a message asking you to verify your email address. Check 

your email (it may be in your spam folder) and click 

VERIFY.  You will be prompted to login.  You can then 

enjoy using FORMED. 
 

 

SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
HORSEMEN WIN CATHOLIC BASKETBALL 

CHAMPIONSHIP 
The varsity Horsemen of St. Helena outpaced St. Ignatius Loyola 

Monday night and won the Catholic Basketball League 

championship 42-29 in the St. Theresa gym, playing to a full 

house. 

Francisco Mattei scored in all four quarters and had a game-high 

25 points.  Both Christian Colter and Omari Ward scored 11 

points, with Ward sinking two threes and Colter and Mattei each 

sinking one three.  Justin Hernandez hit a two in the third quarter 

to round out the Horsemen scoring.   

The Horsemen played consistent ball, scoring 11 points in the 

first and third quarters and 14 and 13 points in the second and 

fourth quarter.  The Horsemen were 9 for 12 from the 

line.  Michael Rice also scored in all four quarters and had a team

-high 22 points for Loyola. 

The junior varsity championship game was a nail-biter, with the 

lead constantly switching back and forth, but in the end, Our 

Lady of the Assumption defeated Loyola 34-31. 

To get to the championship game, the varsity Horsemen first had 

to defeat Immaculate Conception last week, which they did easily 

55-27. In that game, Mattei had a game-high 21 points, Ward 14 

points, Colter 10, Hernandez 8, and Kameron Carrisquillo two 

points. Congratulations to Coach Bobby Schaefer and the 

Horsemen for a winning season.  

 ST. HELENA STUDENT SELECTED FOR CATHOLIC 

HONOR BAND-Marcelle Cooper, a 4th-grade girl who 

plays the clarinet in our school band, has been selected to 

participate in the 2017 New York City Catholic School 

Honor Band Concert. The Honor Band represents the “best 

of the best,” and they will perform on Sun., April 2 at 1PM 

at St. John’s Preparatory School in Astoria, Queens. 

 ST. HELENA’S SCHOOL offers FULL DAY Universal 

Pre-K, Pre-K 3 & 4-Year-Old Programs, and Kindergarten 

through 8th Grade.  If you are interested in having your child 

attend St. Helena's School for the 2017-18 school year, 

please call 718-892-3234 to schedule a tour and to speak 

with the principal.  A limited number of scholarships are 

available for those who qualify. 

 BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION:  Just cut out the actual 

Box Tops squares on each eligible package.  You can give 

them to your child or drop them in the collection basket. 

Every Top helps, and we appreciate your assistance with 

this. For more information on box tops, including special 

promotions and a list of participating products, go to 

www.BTFE.com.  Thank you for your support.  

OFFERING ENVELOPES 

Sunday, March 12, 2017                              $4,685.23 
  Our weekly budget, (Nuestro presupuesto semanal es) $4,423.00 

Thank you to everyone for your generosity and for your support and for 

all that you do for St. Helena’s Parish. We have some major capital 

repair expenses on our grounds and air conditioning coming up, and this 

week I am glad to report that we exceeded our weekly budget. Again, 

thank you for your generosity.  I ask you to please consider increasing 

your regular weekly offerings a little so that we can exceed our 2017 

weekly budget goal and be able to pay for much needed physical plant 

improvements. 

Gracias a todos por su generosidad y por todo lo que hacen por esta 

Iglesia de St. Helena. 

http://formed.org/
http://www.btfe.com/


COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 FIRST US-BORN MARTYR TO BE BEATIFIED-Father 

Stanley Rother, the Oklahoma-born martyr who served as a 

priest in Guatemala and was shot there in 1981, will be 

beatified in Oklahoma City on September 23, 2017. The 

beatification announcement was made by the Archdiocese of 

Oklahoma City on March 13. Fr. Rother was a priest of the 

archdiocese. The beautification Mass will take place at 

10AM at the Cox Convention Center . In December 2016, 

Pope Francis officially acknowledged Fr. Rother’s 

martyrdom, making him the first recognized martyr to have 

been born in the United States. 

 JESUS’ TOMB WILL RE-OPEN ON WEDNESDAY-

Work on the restoration of the Edicule of the Holy 

Sepulcher, the place tradition considers the tomb of Jesus 

Christ and the site of the Resurrection, has ended. A solemn 

reopening has been scheduled for Wednesday, March 22. It 

cost approximately $3.5 million to repair and rebuild the 

monument, which was restored to its original splendor. Most 

of the marble slabs were removed in order to access another 

monument built by Templars in the 12th century, as well as 

to repair the cracks in the original tomb. Only then could 

the outer sanctuary be restored. 

 HIGH SCHOOL LEADERSHIP PROGRAM-Current 

high school freshmen and sophomores are invited to apply 

for a week-long, Catholic, residential, leadership program at 

St. John's University called Faith and Service in the 

City.  The camp offers theological exploration as well as 

spiritual, service, and social activities. Scholarship money is 

available for financially needy students.  For more info, go 

to: www.stjohns.edu/vli 

 FREE ONLINE BIBLE STUDY-The St. Paul Center 

presents a free online Bible Study Course entitled The Bible 

and the Sacraments.  Free streaming of this eleven-part 

series is ONLY available during this Lenten and Easter 

season.  A new lesson is posted each week, and lessons will 

remain online for two weeks.  To sign up, go to 

www.bibleandthesacraments.com  

 FREE ONLINE FAITH FORMATION COURSES for  

those in parish ministry and those who simply wish to learn 

more about their faith.  Sign up at: www.nycatholicfaith.org/

learn 

 THIRTEEN TUESDAY’S IN HONOR OF                    

ST. ANTHONY-The traditional devotion began on 

Tuesday, March 14 and continues every Tuesday until June 6 

at 7PM at St. Anthony’s Par ish. 

 FREE VACCINATIONS FOR CATS AND DOGS today, 

Sunday, March 19 from 10AM - 1PM at Soundview 

Park.  All dogs must be leashed.  Dog vaccinations include 

rabies and DHPP.  

 THE SHOLY SHROUD OF TURIN will be the topic at 

the next Serra Club Luncheon on Wednesday, March 22 at 

NOON at Eastwood Manor, 3371 Eastchester Rd.  The 

luncheon cost is $30.  Call 718-671-8915 for more info.  

 FREE SELF-DEFENSE RAPE PREVENTION 

WORKSHOP on Thursday, March 23 from 6:30 PM - 

8:30 PM on 2132 East Tremont Avenue, Bronx. Have you 

seen the news lately? Every day a woman or girl is being 

raped or abducted in the Bronx. Enough is Enough!! Come 

out and get empowered. Learn what you can do to avoid 

being the next victim of these senseless crimes. This 

workshop is for women and teens and is an intense, hands-

on, physical self-defense workshop. 

 MSGR. SCANLAN HIGH SCHOOL is presenting the 

play “Much Ado About Nothing”, Sunday, March 26 at 

2PM. For  tickets, call (718) 430-0100 X46 or X58. Adults-

$20, Seniors-$15 & Students-$10. Refreshments and raffles 

will be sold.  All are welcome! 

 COMMUNITY BOARD NINE MEETING for  senior s 

and disabled on Wednesday, March 29,  10-11AM at 1967 

Turnbull Ave, Second Floor, Suite #7. 

 COLLEGE FAIR at the Bronx UFT Office, 2500 Halsey 

St. on Friday, March 31 from 10-2. Over 100 colleges will 

be present and many workshops will be held. 

 ARCHDIOCESAN MEN’S CONFERENCE  on 

Saturday, April 1 from 11AM - 5:30PM at St. Joseph's 

Seminary.  The theme is "Faith Every Day." 

 FREE CONCERT The Seven Last Words of Christ by 

Theodore Dubois on Sunday, April 2 at 2:30PM at 

Annunciation Church, 470 Westchester Avenue, Tuckahoe. 

Call 914-779-7345 for more info. 

 12th ANNUAL DIVINE MERCY CONFERENCE at 

Cardinal Spellman High School, Bronx, on April 8 from 9-

5:30PM.  Topic: The Message of Fatima and Divine Mercy - 

Refuge for Sinners. For more info, call 1-800-462-7426. 

 THE HUNCHBACK OF NOTRE DAME will be 

presented April 28-29, May 5-6 at 7:30PM and May 7 at 

2PM at Archbishop Stepinac High School, 950 

Mamaroneck Ave., White Plains.  Tickets are $22/adult and 

$18/child & senior.  Call 914-946-4800 X 200 for more info. 

 INTERNATIONAL FOOD SALE & FLEA MARKET-

Purchase food from a variety of countries and find 

“treasures” in the flea market. Santa Maria Parish, Sunday, 

April 30 from 9AM-3PM (below the church in the          

St. Joseph’s Parish Hall, 2352 St. Raymond’s Ave). 

 MOTHERS DAY DINNER DANCE-First annual dinner 

dance at Santa Maria Parish, Saturday, May 20 from 6:30-

11:30PM (below the church in the St. Joseph’s Par ish 

Hall, 2352 St. Raymond’s Ave) Tickets $30 per person; 

bring your mom and she pays $20. Children under 12 pay 

only $10. Includes dinner, music and a chance to win 2 raffle 

prizes. For tickets call the Rectory at 718-828-2380 or e-mail 

b265@archny.org. 

 PILGRIMAGE TO FATIMA-Fr. John Palatucci, a former 

Parochial Vicar here at St. Helena, is leading a pilgrimage to 

Fatima June 26-July 6 for  the 100th Anniversary of the 

Marian apparitions. The trip will include a journey through 

Spain to visit Santiago de Compostela and Avila. For more 

Please Pray for the Sick of our Parish 

Joanne Frances Bernadette Sanabria, Sylvia Carballo,  

Ruben Mercado, Mike Adorno, Catherine Holden, 

Carmelle and Nicole Antoine, Indrowdi Sadu, Rosa Pena,  

Brenda Jackson, James Leunge, Carole Primak, Joan Ricci,  

Lucy Cannavacciuolo,  Aaron Sylvester, Sean Gaffney,  

Bertha Mero, Peter Vaccaro, Gino Vaccaro, Ronald Horne,  

Doris Waldropt, Milagro Vasquez, Juana Carmen Rodriguez,  

Ynes Tavarez, Theresa Delevan, Jenny Mauro, Jimmy Mauro,  

Mariana Rivera, Annissa Ramratansingh, Catherine Gregson,  

Noemi Cross,  Arley Johnson, Josefina Gonzalez,  

Rosa Amelia Escribano Santiago, Fr. Andrew Buechele,  

Joseph Lopez, John Ford, Dick Williams 
 

Please Pray for the Deceased and their Grieving Families:  
  Robert Tuttle, Fr. Robert Duane, Fr. John Baptist Chiang, Valentina 

Palau, Lillian Camejo, Gail Martin, Fr. James Clark,  

Adelina Rosas Caselin, Ernestine Perea, Edith Cerrone                                                                                                                                                                                                        



info, call the rectory or Fr. John at (845) 735-7405 or            

e-mail:johnfrancisx10@gmail.com. 

 CAMP VERITAS 2017-Camp Veritas is a one-week play-

and-pray sleep away summer camp for teens going into 7th 

to 12th grades. It will be held at three locations in 2017;   

July 16-22 at Mt Saint Mary College in Newburgh, NY, 

July 23-29 at Summit Lake Camp in Emmitsburg, MD, 

and August 13-19 at Camp Lakota in Wur tsboro, NY. 

Enrollment is now open and the price for each week is $450 

per camper. Early bird rates (if paid in full by 4/1/17) are 

$400 for all sites. There is no additional charge for the dance 

and basketball program options (at Mt. Saint Mary College 

only). Volunteers (must be over 18 years old) are needed and 

free! More details can be found at www.campveritas.com. 

 HIGH SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIPS Student sponsor  

partners provides partial tuition support to eligible 8th grade 

students planning to attend one of  24 non-public high 

schools, including Msgr. Scanlan H.S. and St. Raymond’s, 

throughout New York City.  Each student is also paired with 

a mentor. You can download the application 

at:  www.mytads.com/fa/ssp. 

 

ANUNCIOS EN ESPANOL 
 REVIVE: Es una misión de tres días que invita a las 

personas a reflexionar y a vivir de mejor manera la 

Cuaresma y la Pascua. La misión se tendrá en Español en 

Santa Helena y en Inglés en Santa María. Las sesiones 

serán el lunes 27, martes 28 y miércoles 29 a las 7 pm. 

 FLEA MARKET: Hoy de 10 am a 3 pm en el gimnasio. 

Todo a 3 dólares o menos.  

 CUPOS LIMITADOS: Quedan pocos cupos del segundo 

bus para ir de peregrinaje el 22 de abril al Santuario 

Nacional de la Divina Misericordia en Stockbridge, MA. 

Este es el sábado anterior al Domingo de la Divina 

Misericordia. ¡Únete a nosotros en este día de oración, de 

fraternidad y de comunidad! 

 NUEVA POLITICA DE SEGURIDAD DE LA 

IGLESIA: La Arquidiócesis nos ha informado 

recientemente que debemos cerrar con llave la Iglesia 

cuando no hay misa o actividades. Los parroquianos que 

deseen visitar la Iglesia para orar cuando la Iglesia está 

cerrada, deben primero venir a la rectoría, desde donde 

podrán acceder a la Iglesia. Lamentamos el inconveniente 

que esto pueda causar.  

 50/50 RIFA MENSUAL: Gracias a todos los que han 

participado en esta rifa que tiene un valor de solo $5 al mes. 

Los sobres rosados del 50/50 los encuentra en el paquete de 

sobres que se envía a su casa cuando están registrados o los 

puede reclamar en la rectoría. La próxima rifa será el 27 de 

marzo.  

 ADORACION AL SANTISIMO: Cada viernes de 

Cuaresma de 1 pm - 9 pm 

 VIACRUCIS: Cada viernes de Cuaresma meditaremos 

en este misterio en nuestra Iglesia. A las 7 pm en Español y a 

las 8 pm en Inglés. 

 MAMOGRAFIAS DIGITALES Y EXAMENES 

CLINICOS SIN COSTO! Para mujeres mayores de 40 

años que viven en NY y no se han hecho el examen en los 

últimos doce meses. No se require tener seguro. Domingo 

26 de marzo de 9 am a 4.30 pm . Para hacer cita puede 

llamar al 718-892-3232 ó al 1877-628-9090 ó en la rectoría 

de la Iglesia. 

 ARTICULOS PARA LA RIFA DE CARNAVAL: Junio 

22-25. Necesitamos la donación de premios para el carnaval. 

Puedes traerlos a la rectoría. Se pueden deducir de los 

impuestos.  

 TIENES SOBRES PARA TU OFRENDA? Si no los 

tienes regístrate en la parroquia.  

 MIERCOLES DE LA MISERICORDIA: Ven los 

miércoles a adorar al Santísimo y a vivir con alegría el 

misericordioso regalo de la Eucaristía. Invita a tus amigos y 

familiares a esta fiesta de amor!!!  

 GRUPO DE ORACIÓN: Todos los lunes de 7 pm a 9 pm. 

Ven a alabar y adorar al Señor.  

 LEGION DE MARIA: Todos los viernes a las 7 pm, ven 

a rezar el Rosario y a planear servicio a la comunidad.  
 

BUEN DIA, HERMANOS: 
Hola queridos hermanos. Les escribo esta nota desde Bogotá, en 

donde me encuentro en un curso para formadores y promotores 

vocacionales escolapios de América. Les recuerdo siempre con 

gran cariño y pido a Dios que su palabra continúe llenando de 

vida sus corazones.  
 

Una característica de la Cuaresma es que nos permite recordar 

nuestros fundamentos, nuestros cimientos. Cuando una 

construcción es muy antigua es necesario revisar los cimientos 

para saber si están firmes o si es necesario hacer alguna 

reparación. Los cristianos debemos hacer periódicamente lo 

mismo. Es necesario revisar nuestros “cimientos” porque también 

en la vida moral, familiar, anímica, afectiva y de fe el paso del 

tiempo puede causar cierto desgaste. Las infidelidades en las 

relaciones; las enfermedades, especialmente aquellas que son 

incurables; la pérdida repentina del trabajo; todo ello sacude a la 

persona desde sus cimientos. Y esas ‘sacudidas’ pueden llevar a 

la muerte… la muerte de la alegría, de la esperanza o inclusive, 

en casos extremos, a la muerte a la vida como tal, sea en forma 

voluntaria (suicidio) o involuntaria (pena moral).  
 

Por eso es necesario afianzar los cimientos. Para nosotros los 

creyentes uno de los cimientos más importantes es la razón de la 

muerte de Cristo. Nosotros debemos tener algo siempre muy 

claro: el estilo de vida que Cristo escogió necesariamente lo iba a 

llevar al sacrificio. El mensaje que Cristo vino a traer al mundo 

tiene una fuerza de libertad tan grande, que forzosamente se va a 

oponer a tantas y tan diversas tiranías e idolatrías, cuya misión 

esencial es encadenar el corazón del ser humano.  
 

El Evangelio es Buena Noticia, y esa Buena Noticia en medio de 

un mundo que cuida sus propios intereses significa 

necesariamente la cruz. Esos intereses no quieren que esa Buena 

Noticia sea escuchada. Quienes aseguran para sí mismos poder y 

riquezas por el pecado, por la opresión, por la mentira, no 

consideran el Evangelio una Buena Noticia. Quienes se 

enriquecen con la mayor cantidad de tráfico que hay hoy día en el 

internet, la pornografía por ejemplo, no consideran Buena Noticia 

el que la Iglesia proclame la fidelidad y la castidad en las 

relaciones.  
 

La industria que hace billones de dólares al año en el negocio de 

los preservativos o la industria de los anticonceptivos que llenan 

de químicos el cuerpo de la mujer, encuentra como camino el 

ridiculizar el camino del amor fiel y permanente, de otra manera 

su negocio simplemente se daña. Es que el dios dinero es aquel 

dios ante el cual la sociedad de consumo definitivamente se ha 



terminado arrodillando y hace lo que sea necesario para 

conservarlo. 
 

Jesús escogió el camino del Padre, el camino que construye y 

reconstruye cimientos. Ese camino daña negocios, pero no 

cualquier tipo de negocios, sino los negocios sucios que dañan la 

vida en común y el corazón de sus víctimas. La fe rompe cadenas 

mientras hay gente que vive de hacer cadenas. Por eso el 

cristiano debe siempre regresar a sus fundamentos que son los 

que hacen posible esos rompimientos. Cuando la ‘sacudida’ 

llega, cuando tus amigos te ridiculizan porque no quieres vivir 

sus propias miserias, entonces la mejor protección que tendrás es 

unos cimientos bien sólidos. Allí se experimenta la cruz, pero 

también es allí donde se experimenta la verdadera libertad. Por 

eso fue que Jesús entregó su vida, para que tú tuvieras vida.  
 

Cuando una persona vive un proceso de conversión y decide que 

ha encontrado La Verdad, que ya no quiere seguir viviendo como 

se lo quiere imponer una sociedad de consumo que consume 

vidas, cuando la persona decide que quiere dejar sus vicios, que 

quiere aprender a manejar en una forma más racional su dinero y 

no botarlo en cosas que nunca en realidad ha necesitado, eso es 

un momento muy hermoso. La persona decide corregir el rumbo 

y vivir el camino alternativo que Jesús nos muestra. Lo que 

sucede es que, cuando la fe es todavía muy joven y los 

fundamentos no están sólidos, se tiende a pensar: “Ahora todo me 

tiene que salir bien porque estoy obrando el bien.” En realidad, 

ese tipo de decisiones, que son decisiones fundamentales de vida, 

implican necesariamente una batalla, que en algunos casos es 

interna y en otros es externa. El camino de la felicidad y la 

libertad nunca está exento de piedras en el camino. Jesús es 

nuestro más claro ejemplo. 
 

La gente a veces se pregunta, ¿por qué al que quiere vivir en el 

bien le va mal, o por qué encuentra tantos obstáculos, o por qué 

la pureza y la fidelidad parecen cada vez más algo imposible 

tanto para adultos, como para jóvenes o inclusive para niños. 

Pareciera que los valores del Evangelio fueran cosa del pasado. 

El profeta Jeremías vivió esa experiencia en carne propia cuando, 

ante el ataque de que era objeto por anunciar la Palabra de Dios 

dijo: ”Señor, hazme caso, oye cómo me acusan. ¿Es que se paga 

el bien con mal, que han cavado una fosa para mi?”  
 

Es que para acatar o aceptar el camino del Señor hay que 

renunciar a los ídolos y la verdad es que para el ser humano esos 

ídolos tienen su encanto, su atractivo. La gente no peca gratis, la 

gente peca porque recibe algún beneficio. Al mismo tiempo, el 

que ‘vende’ el pecado también recibe beneficios. Por eso el 

camino de amor y bondad que Jesús nos propone es un gran 

enemigo para muchos y por eso es necesario destruirlo a 

cualquier precio.  
 

Quien se pone de parte de Dios no puede esperar aplausos 

durante todo el camino. Eso lo saben los profetas, eso lo vivió 

Jesús, eso lo saben todos aquellos que a través de la historia han 

seguido sus huellas. Sin embargo, el creyente que tiene 

fundamentos sólidos sabe que su vida se llena de esperanza y de 

sentido y no de la fantasía y destrucción que ofrece el camino del 

pecado.  
 

En los momentos de dificultad y desesperanza acudamos al salmo 

que ora: “A tus manos encomiendo mi espíritu: Tú, el Dios leal 

me librarás,”  Ante los ataques de aquellos que ridiculizan 

nuestra opción de vida digamos: “Pero yo confío en ti, Señor, te 

digo: Tú eres mi Dios. En tus manos están mis azares, líbrame de 

los enemigos que me persiguen.”        P. Nelson 

Mass Intentions 
SUNDAY, March 19, 2017-Third Sunday of Lent 
               7:30 Geff Lee 
  Our Parishioners 
               9:00 Josephine Acevedo 
             10:30 Hector DeLeon 
             12:00  Altagracia Montan 
  Manuel Arevalo Fiestas 
  Francisca Lopez, Vicente Perez,  
   Carlos V. Perez, Mark A. Padila 
  Ponatilde Mori Reategui 
  Daniel Tejada-10th Anniversary 
  Adelina Rosas Caselin 
              1:30 Emilinda Matias 
              5:00 Ralph A. Cerbone Jr. 
  Indra Gori-Sanka Ramdhan 
  Rupert John Ramdhan 
MONDAY, March 20, 2017-Feast of St. Joseph 
 6:50   David Savino’s Intentions 
  8:30 Jose Davila Ortiz 
 12:15 Michael Guido 

TUESDAY, March 21, 2017-Feast of St. Enda  
 6:50     William Ryan Owens-A Navy Seal Who Was 
   Killed in Action 
 8:30 In Thanksgiving for Favors 
 12:15 Margaret Callaghan 
WEDNESDAY, March 22, 2017-Feast of St. Paul of Narbonne     
 6:50      Sick of St. Helena’s Parish  
 8:30 Gloria Mangual 
 12:15 Terence Lorino (Intentions) 
  Kitty Keane 
 7:00 Germania Zambrano 
THURS., March 23, 2017-Feast of St. Turibius of Mogrovejo 
 6:50     Brenda Van de Weghe Intentions 
 8:30 Msgr. Francis X. Duffy 
 12:15   Altagracia, Carmen, José & Manuel Capellan 

FRIDAY, March 24, 2017-Feast of St. Mark & St. Timothy 
 6:50 Stephen S. Wyzykiewicz 
 8:30 Telma Anith and Family Intentions 
 12:15 Terence Lorino (Intentions) 
SAT., March 25, 2017-Feast of The Annunciation of the Lord 
 6:50       Alberto Brinz 
 8:30     Christian Francisco Santiago 
 12:15  José Sanabria 
 5:30 Inez Donté 
SUNDAY, March 26, 2017-Fourth Sunday of Lent 
               7:30 Pierre Emma 
  Our Parishioners 
               9:00  Carmen Rivera (Intentions) Happy 70th Birthday 
             10:30 Sherinah Lugo 
             12:00  Nurys Medina 
  Luis Quinones 
  Inten. of Ramona Pujols In Thanksgiving 
  Adelina Rosas Caselin 
              1:30 Emma Riccoboni 
              5:00 Michael Donovan Intentions 
 

Readings for the Week of March 19, 2017 
Sunday: Ex 17:3-7/Ps 95:1-2, 6-9/Rom 5:1-2, 5-8/Jn 4:5-42 or 4:5-15, 19b-

26, 39a, 40-42; Monday: 2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16/Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29/Rom 

4:13, 16-18, 22/Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a or Lk 2:41-51a 

Tuesday: Dn 3:25, 34-43/Ps 25:4-5ab, 6, 7bc, 8-9/Mt 18:21-35 

Wednesday: Dt 4:1, 5-9/Ps 147:12-13, 15-16, 19-20/Mt 5:17-19 

Thursday: Jer  7:23-28/Ps 95:1-2, 6-9/Lk 11:14-23; Friday: Hos 14:2-10/Ps 

81:6c-11ab, 14, 17/Mk 12:28-34; Saturday: Is 7:10-14; 8:10/Ps 40:3-4, 18-

21ab/Heb 10:4-10/Lk 1:26-38; Next Sunday: 1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a/Ps 

23:1-6/Eph 5:8-14/Jn 9:1-41 or 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38 


