
Parish Staff 
Pastor 

Rev. David Powers Sch.P. 
 

Parochial Vicars 
 

Rev. Nelson Henao Sch.P. 

Rev. Richard Wyzykiewicz Sch.P. 

 
Parish Secretary 
Mrs. Rosemarie Ortiz 

 

Music Director 
Mr. Patrick Marques 

 

Organists 
Mr. Franco Bonanome 

Mr. Jim Donaldson 
 

Cantors 
Mrs. Terry Bonanome 

Mr. Alex Henriquez 

 

March—April 2017 
 

Development Director 
Mrs. Stephanie Turtle 

 
 

St. Helena’s School (718) 892-3234 

http://www.sthelenaelementary.org 
Early Childhood (3Yr Olds & Pre-K for All)  

Elementary School (Grades K-8)  

Principal: Mr. Richard Meller 

2050 Benedict Avenue 

Bronx, New York 10462 
 

High School: 

Monsignor Scanlan H.S. (718) 430-0100 

http://www.scanlanhs.edu/ 

Principal: Mr. Peter Doran 

915 Hutchinson River Parkway 

Bronx, New York 10465 
 

St. Helena Rectory: 

1315 Olmstead Avenue 

Bronx, N.Y. 10462 
 

Phone: (718) 892-3232 

Fax: (718) 892-7713 
 
 

www.churchofsthelena.com 

Email: sthelenarc@yahoo.com 

Alumni: sthelenasalumni@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

Mass Schedule (Horario de Misas) 
 

 

 

 

  

Fridays of Lent– 1PM & 8PM (Eng) 

                   7PM (Spanish) 

 

 

 

  
  

 made at 

Certificate. 

 
should as as at the                  

 Rectory. 
 

 
a  

at Rectory. 

 

saint 
Helena 

parish 
Bronx, NY 



FROM THE PASTORS DESK: 
 

What Happened to the Alleluia? 

Throughout the liturgical year, the 
Catholic Church makes certain changes 
to the Mass to reflect the different 
liturgical seasons. Next to the change in 
the color of the priest's vestments, the 
absence of the bells and the Alleluia 
during Lent is probably the most 
obvious (with the absence of the 
Gloria during Lent and Advent a close 
second). Why don't Roman Catholics 
sing the Alleluia during Lent? 

The Alleluia comes to us from Hebrew, 
and it means "praise Yahweh." 
Traditionally, it has been seen as the 
chief term of praise of the choirs of angels, as they worship around 
the throne of God in Heaven. It is, therefore, a term of great joy, 
and our use of the Alleluia during Mass is a way of participating in 
the angels' worship. It is also a reminder that the Kingdom of 
Heaven is already established on earth, in the form of the Church, 
and that our participation in Mass is a participation in Heaven. 

During Lent, however, our focus is on the Kingdom coming, not on 
the Kingdom having come. The readings in the Masses for Lent 
and in the Liturgy of the Hours (the official daily prayer of the 
Catholic Church) focus heavily on the spiritual journey of Old 
Testament Israel toward the coming of Christ, and the salvation of 
mankind in His death on Good Friday and His Resurrection on 
Easter Sunday. 

We, too, are on a spiritual journey, toward the Second Coming and 
our future life in Heaven. In order to emphasize the penitential 
nature of that journey, the Church, during Lent, removes the 
Alleluia from the Mass. 

We no longer sing with the choirs of angels; instead, we 
acknowledge our sins and practice repentance so that one day we 
may again have the privilege of worshiping God as the angels do. 
And that day comes triumphantly on Easter Sunday—or, rather, at 
the Easter Vigil, on Holy Saturday night, when the priest chants a 
triple Alleluia before he reads the Gospel, and everyone present 
responds with a triple Alleluia.  The Lord is risen; the Kingdom has 
come; our joy is complete; and, in concert with the angels and 
saints, we greet the Risen Lord with shouts of “Alleluia!" 

When the Church omits the Alleluia before the Gospel during Lent, 
we usually still sing something else to introduce the Gospel 
reading. I suspect most Catholics probably think that they know 
what the Church offers as a replacement for the Alleluia: It's "Glory 
and Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ," right? You might be 
surprised to learn that this acclamation, widely used during Lent in 
the United States, is not the only option (or even the preferred 
one) in the General Instruction of the Roman Missal(GIRM), the 
Church document that instructs priests on how to say Mass. 

Instead, Chapter II, Section II, Part B, Paragraph 62b of the GIRM 
states: “During Lent, in place of the Alleluia, the verse before the 
Gospel is sung, as indicated in the Lectionary. It is also 
permissible to sing another psalm or tract, as found in 
the Graduale.” The Graduale Romanum is the official liturgical 
book that contains all of the chants that are proper for each Mass 
throughout the year. 

So, in fact, the GIRM indicates that the only thing that is sung 
before the Gospel is the prescribed verse (which can be found in a 
missal or missalette, as well as in the official Lectionary that the 
priest uses) or another psalm verse or tract (a biblical passage) 
found in the Graduale. Nonbiblical acclamations should not be 
used, and the verse (according to paragraph 63c of the GIRM) can 
be omitted altogether. 

In case you're wondering, "Glory and Praise to You, Lord Jesus 
Christ" is both drawn from a biblical passage ( Philippians 1:11) 
and found in the Graduale. So while it is not prescribed as the only 
possible replacement for the Alleluia, "Glory and Praise to You, 
Lord Jesus Christ" is an acceptable one, though the verse before 
the Gospel, found in the Lectionary, is the preferred substitute for 
the Alleluia. 

Now as for those bells, the ringing of small bells during the 
Consecration at Mass began about the 13th century. They alerted 
worshippers who could not see the altar, especially in large 
churches, when the Consecration was occurring.  After the 
liturgical revisions of Vatican II, there was a greater emphasis on 
the participation of the whole assembly. 

The focus was no longer only on the words of Consecration but 
also on the entire Eucharistic prayer from the Preface to the 
Amen. Therefore, it seemed bell ringing was no longer needed 
since all were aware of the action of the Mass. 

However, there is something joyful and celebratory about the 
sound of bells. Remember, we silenced the Mass bells during Lent 
and we rang the bells during the Gloria at the Easter Vigil to 
express joy in Christ’s resurrection. The ringing of bells expresses 
praise before the Real Presence of Christ as the “Holy, holy, holy” 
sings God’s praises. 

We are made of both body and soul. Today especially, we feel the 
need to engage the senses by audiovisual means rather than 
abstract discourse. Our whole being needs to be attuned to the 
momentous event taking place, which is why we ring bells; use 
crucifixes, candles, and different colored vestments; and, yes, 
shout ALLELUIA!  

 

What is Laetare Sunday? 

Most Catholics in the United States today are used to the Mass 
being conducted in English, and they hardly ever think about the 
fact that Latin remains the official language of the Catholic Church. 
But occasionally, Latin reasserts itself, as it does in the case of 
Laetare Sunday. 

Laetare Sunday is the popular name for the fourth Sunday in 
Lent  Laetare means "Rejoice" in Latin, and the Introit (entrance 
antiphon) in both the Traditional Latin Mass and the Novus Ordo is 
Isaiah 66:10-11, which begins "Laetare, Jerusalem" ("Rejoice, O 
Jerusalem"). 

Because the midpoint of Lent is the Thursday of the third week of 
Lent, Laetare Sunday has traditionally been viewed as a day of 
celebration, on which the austerity of Lent is briefly lessened. The 
passage from Isaiah continues, "rejoice with joy, you that have 
been in sorrow," and on Laetare Sunday, the purple vestments 
and altar cloths of Lent are set aside, and rose ones are used 
instead. Flowers, which are normally forbidden during Lent, may 
be placed on the altar. Traditionally, the organ was never played 
during Lent, except on Laetare Sunday. 

Laetare Sunday is also known as Rose Sunday because the 
Golden Rose, sent by the popes to Catholic sovereigns, used to 
be blessed at this time, and for this reason, the day was 
sometimes called "Dominica de Rosa”.  The day has a counterpart 
in Advent: Gaudete Sunday, the Third Sunday of Advent, when 
purple vestments are also exchanged for rose ones. The point of 
both days is to provide us encouragement as we progress toward 
the end of each respective penitential season. 

 

PARISH LENTEN MISSION is taking place tomorrow, 
Tuesday, and Wednesday evenings, beginning at 7PM in Spanish 
here at St. Helena and in English at Santa Maria Parish. 
 

 

ST. L BRONX,  
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April Fools - Feast March 32 

The exact origin of All Fool's Day is uncertain, 

but most believe that it began around 1582 in 
France with the reform of the calendar under 
King Charles IX.  Traditionally, the vernal 
equinox was thought of as the beginning of 
the year in the Julian calendar, but when the 
Gregorian Calendar was introduced, New 
Year's Day was moved from March 25 - April 
1 (new year's week) to January 
1.  Communication traveled slowly in those 
days and some people were only informed of the change several 
years later.  Those who were more rebellious refused to 
acknowledge the change and continued to celebrate on the last 
day of the former celebration, April 1. 

These people were labeled "fools" by the general populace and 
were subject to ridicule and sent on "fool errands," sent invitations 
to nonexistent parties, and had other practical jokes played upon 
them. The butts of these pranks became known as a "poisson 
d'avril" or "April fish" because a young naive fish is easily caught. 
In addition, one common practice was to hook a paper fish on the 
back of someone as a joke. 

This harassment evolved over time and a custom of prank-playing 
continue on the first day of April. This tradition eventually spread 
to Britain and Scotland in the 18th century and was introduced to 
the American colonies by the English and the French. Because of 
this spread to other countries, April Fool's Day has taken on an 
international flavor with each country celebrating the holiday in its 
own way. 

In Scotland, April Fool's Day is devoted to spoofs involving the 
buttocks and as such is called Taily Day. The butts of these jokes 

are known as April 'Gowk', another name for cuckoo bird. The 
origins of the "Kick Me" sign can be traced back to this Scottish 
observance. 

In England, jokes are played only in the morning. Fools are called 
'gobs' or 'gobby' and the victim of a joke is called a 'noodle.' It 
was considered back luck to play a practical joke on someone 
after noon. 

In Rome, they still celebrate the ancient Greco-Roman festival 
called Hilaria, which was celebrated on March 25. The festival 
honored Cybele, an ancient Greek Mother of Gods, and its 
celebrations included parades, masquerades, and jokes to 
celebrate the first day after the vernal equinox.  The Romans also 
celebrated the resurrection of the god Attis, and the day is 
sometimes referred to as "Roman Laughing Day." 

In Portugal, April Fool's Day is celebrated on the Sunday or 
Monday before Lent, many people throw flour at their friends. 

The Huli Festival is celebrated on March 31 in India. People play 
jokes on one another and smear colors on one another celebrating 
the arrival of Spring. 

An earlier April Fools origin story is rooted in Geoffrey Chaucer's 
satirical 1392 book,  The Canterbury Tales. The controversy is 
over whether Chaucer really intended to write the date “32 March” 
and whether there is a direct link between it and April Fools' 
Day,  Most scholars believe the line was intended to be a joke 
because there is no March 32, but there are some medievalists 
who claim it was only a misprint. 

Still, no matter how you cut it (with Ginsu knives or butter knives) 
learning about April Fool’s Day is a hoot. And, no matter where 
you happen to be in the world on April 1, don't be surprised if 
April fools falls playfully upon you. 

WHY DO WE ABSTAIN FROM MEAT? 

When food choices were far less varied than they are today, 
abstaining from meat was a definite disruption in one’s daily meal 
routine and a sacrifice. The practice of abstinence is intended to 
reduce our attachments to the normal and the expected so that we 
might be open to the many other ways God nourishes us. The 
issue is not the meat, but rather our attachments. One bishop 
writes, “Evil resides not in created things as such, but in our 
attitude toward them, that is - our will. The purpose of fasting, 
then, is not to repudiate the divine creation but to cleanse our will.” 
 

 

CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES-This week, we are taking 

up The Catholic Relief Services Collection to respond to Jesus in 

disguise. This collection helps six Catholic agencies to provide 

relief and support to struggling communities and to work toward 

peace and reconciliation among our marginalized brothers and 

sisters here and around the world. Please prayerfully consider 

how you can support the collection. Learn more at 

www.usccb.org/catholic-relief. 

 

EASTER FLOWERS NEXT WEEK-Our April 2 second 

collection will be for Easter Flowers. As usual, you may also 

bring in your own Easter Lily donations during Holy Week. 

 
DO YOU NEED PARISH ENVELOPES? If you have not yet 

received them,  just fill in the violet Welcome envelope and drop 

it in the collection basket. We encourage everyone to use parish 

pay, available through our website:  www.churchofsthelena.com 

or to  use the new weekly offertory envelopes. 
 

SECURITY JOBS AVAILABLE:  Both paid and volunteer  

Security positions are available.  Preference is given to applicants 

with military, police, or security backgrounds.  You will be asked 

to work VERY flexible hours. Please send resume to the parish 

office or Email it to sthelenarc@yahoo.com. 
 

RAFFLE ITEMS URGENTLY NEEDED FOR OUR 

PARISH CARNIVAL: June 22-25. Big ticket items still 

wanted. Need a Business Deduction? Do you have a gift you have 

never used or opened? To donate, please call the rectory. 

Remember, large donations are tax deductible. 
 

 

NEW CHURCH SECURITY POLICY-The Archdiocese 

has recently informed us that we must now lock the church when 

there are not scheduled Masses or activities. Parishioners who 

want to visit the Church to pray during times when the church is 

locked can still do so but must first come to the rectory from 

when they can then gain access to the church. We are sorry for the 

inconvenience this may cause some people. 
 

 
PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 

 50/50 MONTHLY DRAWING-Our monthly 50/50 drawing 

is only $5/month. Pink 50/50 envelopes are available both in 

your mailed offertory envelopes as well as at the entrances to 

the church.  The March drawing will take place on March 27.  

 FIRST COMMUNION SESSION will take place April 2  

at 11:30AM in the cafeteria.  

 BENEDICTION AND ADORATION every Friday from 

1-9PM in the Church. 

FOURTH  SUNDAY OF LENT 
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 STATIONS OF THE CROSS every Friday at 1PM and 

8PM in English and at 7PM in Spanish. 

 BIBLE STUDY-This semester, we are conducting a 24-

week Bible Study of the Gospel of Matthew. Classes in 

English meet in the green building every Tuesday at both 

1PM and 7:30PM.  This Tuesday, March 28, the English 

group will study both Chapters 11 and 12. Classes in 

Spanish meet at 7PM in the cafeteria. 

 ENGLISH PRAYER GROUP meets every Wednesday at 

7:30PM in the meeting room of the Green Parish Center. 

Prayer is one of the most powerful forms of healing there is. 

Everyone is welcome to attend. 

 SPANISH PRAYER GROUP meets every Monday at 

7PM in the Church. 

 FIRST COMMUNION SESSION will take place on 

Sunday, April 2 at 11:30AM in the cafeter ia. 

 SPANISH FAMILY SESSION will take place on Sunday, 

April 9 at 1:30PM in the cafeter ia. 

 NEXT BAPTISM PREP CLASSES will be held on April 

6 and 20 at 7PM. Please br ing a copy of the child’s bir th 

certificate as well as either a letter of suitability for the 

godparents from their local pastor or a copy of the 

godparent’s Confirmation Certificate and if a godparent is 

married, a copy of their Catholic Marriage Certificate. 

 YOUTH GROUP for  ages 12-18 meets on Fridays from 7-

9PM in the gym. Contact Br . Ricardo or  Br . Or lando if 

you would like to join. 

 COMMUNITY EASTER EGG HUNT-Saturday, April 8 

from Noon-3PM in the playground area. 

 BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP meets on 

Saturdays at 11AM for  6 weeks in the Green Par ish 

Center. The group is intended for those who are grieving the 

loss of a loved one or a dear friend. To register or for more 

information about this program, contact:  Jessica Perez at 

jeniperez_s@yahoo.com. 

 PARISH BOOKSTORE is open every Sunday from 

8:30AM to 1PM. New items have just ar r ived. 

 TV PRODUCTION TRAINING:  The par ish would like 

to broadcast some parish events and activities over the local 

public access channels. To do so requires a minimum of a 

production team of three persons, at least two of whom must 

be trained and certified in either Studio Production or Field 

Production.  Beginning April 10, BronxNet will offer this 

certification training nearby at Mercy College.  The studio 

training sessions will meet either every Saturday morning or 

Tuesday evening,  while the Field Production meets every 

Monday and Wednesday evening.  The class runs 6-8 weeks. 

Contact the rectory if you would like to take either the Field 

or Studio training with the idea of becoming part of            

St. Helena’s broadcast production team. 

 TEXT-TO-JOIN: From time to time, we send out text 

messages to parishioners when important or timely events 

are happening here at St. Helena's.  If you HAVE NOT been 

receiving these texts, please "Text STHELENA to 

84576".  That should enable you to receive the notices that 

we send out to the parishioners. There is no cost to you. 

 BREAST CANCER MOBILE CARE CLINIC will be at 

St. Helena today, Sunday, March 26 to provide NO COST 

digital mammograms and clinical breast exams.  The unit is 

funded by a grant from the American Italian Cancer 

Foundation. To be eligible, you must be a woman aged 40 

and older, currently living anywhere in New York City and 

who has NOT had a mammogram in the past 12 months.  If 

you have one, bring your insurance card.  No co-pays are 

required and deductibles are waved.  Uninsured patients are 

welcome.  Early detection of breast cancer saves lives.  

 PARISH SPANISH LENTEN MISSION REVIVE-Revive 

is here! Join us this Monday through Wednesday at 7PM in 

Spanish here at St. Helena, and in English at Santa 

Maria Parish to hear God’s Word preached, listen to the faith 

journey of others, and experience God in prayer and the 

sacraments.  

 50th WEDDING ANNIVERSARY-Our parishioners 

celebrating their 50th Wedding Anniversary anytime during 

2017 are invited to attend the Annual Golden Wedding 

Jubilee Mass with Cardinal Dolan at the Cathedral of St. 

Patrick, Sunday, June 11th at 2:00 pm. Pre-registration is 

required. Please contact the rectory for registration. The 

closing date to register for the Mass is Friday, May 12th. 

This event is sponsored by the Family Life + Respect Life 

Office of the Archdiocese of New York. 

 SHORT TERM COUNSELING AVAILABLE-St. Helena 

parishioners have access to affordable, short-term 

professional counseling available at convenient locations 

throughout the Archdiocese.  Up to six sessions can take 

place with just a $10 co-pay per session. For more 

information, please contact one of our priests. 
 AA BIG BOOK STUDY meets every Sat., 7-8:30PM in 

the green building. 

 CO-DEPENDENTS ANNONYMOUS meets every 

Monday from 7-8:30PM in the green building. 

 APARTMENTS WANTED-Within the Parkchester area. If 

you know of one that is available, please call the Rectory. 
 THE APRIL FEATURE ON FORMED is the Paschal 

Mystery. CATHOLIC ANSWERS is also now available 

on FORMED- St. Helena’s Parish has a free subscription to 

an online platform called FORMED, and all parishioners 

have unlimited access to faith formation programs, Bible 

Studies, Catholic-themed movies and programs, enjoy 

music, e-books and much more. It is very easy to register 

with FORMED. FIRST go to formed.org and click the 

REGISTER link in the middle of the page; enter the parish 

code 2KQQYD and your email, then click “Go.” Fill in the 

registration information.  After registering, you will receive a 

message asking you to verify your email address. Check 

your email (it may be in your spam folder) and click 

VERIFY.  You will be prompted to login.  You can then 

enjoy using FORMED. 

OFFERING ENVELOPES 

Sunday, March 19, 2017                              $5,345.26 

Natural Family Planning Outreach            $1,798.49 
  Our weekly budget, (Nuestro presupuesto semanal es) $4,423.00 

Thank you to everyone for your generosity and for your support and for 

all that you do for St. Helena’s Parish. We have some major capital 

repair expenses on our grounds and air conditioning coming up, and this 

week I am glad to report that we exceeded our weekly budget. Again, 

thank you for your generosity.  I ask you to please consider increasing 

your regular weekly offerings a little so that we can exceed our 2017 

weekly budget goal and be able to pay for much needed physical plant 

improvements. 

Gracias a todos por su generosidad y por todo lo que hacen por esta 

Iglesia de St. Helena. 

http://thevoiceforlove.com/prayer.html
http://formed.org/


 

 
 

SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 ST. HELENA STUDENT SELECTED FOR CATHOLIC 

HONOR BAND-Marcelle Cooper, a 4th-grade girl who 

plays the clarinet in our school band, has been selected to 

participate in the 2017 New York City Catholic School 

Honor Band Concert. The Honor Band represents the “best 

of the best,” and they will perform on Sun., April 2 at 1PM 

at St. John’s Preparatory School in Astoria, Queens. 

 ST. HELENA’S SCHOOL offers FULL DAY Universal 

Pre-K, Pre-K 3 & 4-Year-Old Programs, and Kindergarten 

through 8th Grade.  If you are interested in having your child 

attend St. Helena's School for the 2017-18 school year, 

please call 718-892-3234 to schedule a tour and to speak 

with the principal.  A limited number of scholarships are 

available for those who qualify. 

 BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION STILL NEEDED:  Just 

cut out the actual Box Tops squares on each eligible 

package.  You can give them to your child or drop them in 

the collection basket. Every Top helps, and we appreciate 

your assistance with this. For more information on box tops, 

including special promotions and a list of participating 

products, go to www.BTFE.com.  Thank you for your 

support.  

 
COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 BRONX CONNECT-JOB FAIR on Thursday, March 30 

from 3:30-6:00PM at 432 E. 149th Street, 4th Floor , 

between Brook and Bergen. Bring your resumes. 

 LENTEN RETREAT ON THE SERMON ON THE 

MOUNT will take place on Sunday, April 2 from 2-4PM 

at St. Joan of Arc Parish, 1372 Stratford Ave., Bronx. 

Facilitator: Sr. Veronica Mendez. 

 WAY OF THE CROSS OVER THE BROOKLYN 

BRIDGE-On Good Friday, April 14, Communion and 

Liberation will sponsor the Way of the Cross over the Brooklyn 

Bridge. Participants will congregate for the first station at        

St. James Cathedral, Brooklyn, at 10AM. After a station on the 

Brooklyn Bridge, the procession will follow the cross to a third 

station at City Hall Park in Manhattan, and a fourth station near 

Ground Zero. The final station will be at St. Peter’s Church, on 

Barclay Street, concluding at 1:30PM. At each station, there will 

be readings from the Passion, a meditation, a reflection and 

hymns. All are invited. For more info, please call 212-337-3580 

or visit www.wocbrooklynbridge.org.  

 THIRTEEN TUESDAY’S IN HONOR OF                     

ST. ANTHONY-The traditional devotion continues every 

Tuesday until June 6 at 7PM at St. Anthony’s Par ish. 

 MSGR. SCANLAN HIGH SCHOOL is presenting the 

play “Much Ado About Nothing”, today, Sunday, March 26 

at 2PM. For tickets, call (718) 430-0100 X46 or X58. 

Adults-$20, Seniors-$15 & Students-$10. Refreshments and 

raffles will be sold.  All are welcome! 

 COMMUNITY BOARD NINE MEETING for  senior s 

and disabled on Wednesday, March 29,  10-11AM at 1967 

Turnbull Ave, Second Floor, Suite #7. 

 COLLEGE FAIR at the Bronx UFT Office, 2500 Halsey 

St. on Friday, March 31 from 10-2. Over 100 colleges will 

be present and many workshops will be held. 

 ARCHDIOCESAN MEN’S CONFERENCE  on 

Saturday, April 1 from 11AM - 5:30PM at St. Joseph's 

Seminary.  The theme is "Faith Every Day." 

 FREE CONCERT The Seven Last Words of Christ by 

Theodore Dubois on Sunday, April 2 at 2:30PM at 

Annunciation Church, 470 Westchester Avenue, Tuckahoe. 

Call 914-779-7345 for more info. 

 12th ANNUAL DIVINE MERCY CONFERENCE at 

Cardinal Spellman High School, Bronx, on April 8 from 9-

5:30PM.  Topic: The Message of Fatima and Divine Mercy - 

Refuge for Sinners. For more info, call 1-800-462-7426. 

 THE HUNCHBACK OF NOTRE DAME will be 

presented April 28-29, May 5-6 at 7:30PM and May 7 at 

2PM at Archbishop Stepinac HS, 950 Mamaroneck Ave., 

White Plains.  Tickets are $22/adult and $18/child & 

senior.  Call 914-946-4800 X 200 for  more info. 

 PRESTON HIGH SCHOOL “CASINO ROYALE” 

CARD PARTY-Saturday, April 29 at 6PM. Preston High 

School Gym.  Tickets $25, tables of 10 $200. Ticket price 

includes snacks, soda, coffee and dessert. 

 INTERNATIONAL FOOD SALE & FLEA MARKET-

Purchase food from a variety of countries and find 

“treasures” in the flea market. Santa Maria Parish, Sunday, 

April 30 from 9AM-3PM (below the church in the          

St. Joseph’s Parish Hall, 2352 St. Raymond’s Ave). 

 MOTHERS DAY DINNER DANCE-First annual dinner 

dance at Santa Maria Parish, Saturday, May 20 from 6:30-

11:30PM (below the church in the St. Joseph’s Par ish 

Hall, 2352 St. Raymond’s Ave) Tickets $30 per person; 

bring your mom and she pays $20. Children under 12 pay 

only $10. Includes dinner, music and a chance to win 2 raffle 

prizes. For tickets call the Rectory at 718-828-2380 or e-mail 

b265@archny.org. 

 PILGRIMAGE TO FATIMA-Fr. John Palatucci, a former 

Parochial Vicar here at St. Helena, is leading a pilgrimage to 

Fatima June 26-July 6 for  the 100th Anniversary of the 

Marian apparitions. The trip will include a journey through 

Spain to visit Santiago de Compostela and Avila. For more 

info, call the rectory or Fr. John at (845) 735-7405 or            

e-mail:johnfrancisx10@gmail.com. 

 CAMP VERITAS 2017-Camp Veritas is a one-week play-

and-pray sleep away summer camp for teens going into 7th 

to 12th grades. It will be held at three locations in 2017;   

July 16-22 at Mt Saint Mary College in Newburgh, NY, 

July 23-29 at Summit Lake Camp in Emmitsburg, MD, 

and August 13-19 at Camp Lakota in Wur tsboro, NY. 

Please Pray for the Sick of our Parish 
 

Joanne Frances Bernadette Sanabria, Sylvia Carballo,  

Ruben Mercado, Mike Adorno, Catherine Holden, 

Carmelle and Nicole Antoine, Indrowdi Sadu, Rosa Pena,  

Brenda Jackson, James Leunge, Carole Primak, Joan Ricci,  

Lucy Cannavacciuolo,  Aaron Sylvester, Sean Gaffney,  

Bertha Mero, Peter Vaccaro, Gino Vaccaro, Ronald Horne,  

Doris Waldropt, Milagro Vasquez, Juana Carmen Rodriguez,  

Ynes Tavarez, Theresa Delevan, Jenny Mauro, Jimmy Mauro,  

Mariana Rivera, Annissa Ramratansingh, Catherine Gregson,  

Noemi Cross,  Arley Johnson, Josefina Gonzalez,  

Rosa Amelia Escribano Santiago, Fr. Andrew Buechele,  

Joseph Lopez, John Ford, Dick Williams, Melanie Rosario 
 

Please Pray for the Deceased and their Grieving Families:    
Adelina Rosas Caselin, Ernestine Perea, Edith Cerrone, Katie Scholl                                                                                                                                                                                          

http://www.btfe.com/


Enrollment is now open and the price for each week is $450 

per camper. Early bird rates (if paid in full by 4/1/17) are 

$400 for all sites. There is no additional charge for the dance 

and basketball program options (at Mt. Saint Mary College 

only). Volunteers (must be over 18 years old) are needed and 

free! More details can be found at www.campveritas.com. 

 FIRST US-BORN MARTYR TO BE BEATIFIED-Father 

Stanley Rother, the Oklahoma-born martyr who served as a 

priest in Guatemala and was shot there in 1981, will be 

beatified in Oklahoma City on September 23. Fr. Rother was 

a priest of the archdiocese. Last December, Pope Francis 

officially acknowledged Fr. Rother’s martyrdom, making 

him the first recognized martyr to have been born in the 

United States. 

 FREE ONLINE BIBLE STUDY-The St. Paul Center 

presents a free online Bible Study Course entitled The Bible 

and the Sacraments.  Free streaming of this eleven-part 

series is ONLY available during this Lenten and Easter 

season.  A new lesson is posted each week, and lessons will 

remain online for two weeks.  To sign up, go to 

www.bibleandthesacraments.com  

 FREE ONLINE FAITH FORMATION COURSES for  

those in parish ministry and those who simply wish to learn 

more about their faith.  Sign up at: www.nycatholicfaith.org/

learn 

 HIGH SCHOOL LEADERSHIP PROGRAM-Current 

high school freshmen and sophomores are invited to apply 

for a week-long, Catholic, residential, leadership program at 

St. John's University called Faith and Service in the 

City.  The camp offers theological exploration as well as 

spiritual, service, and social activities. Scholarship money is 

available for financially needy students.  For more info, go 

to: www.stjohns.edu/vli 

 HIGH SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIPS Student sponsor  

partners provides partial tuition support to eligible 8th grade 

students planning to attend one of  24 non-public high 

schools, including Msgr. Scanlan H.S. and St. Raymond’s, 

throughout New York City.  Each student is also paired with 

a mentor. You can download the application 

at:  www.mytads.com/fa/ssp. 

 

ANUNCIOS EN ESPANOL 
 REVIVE: Es una misión de tres días que invita a las 

personas a reflexionar y a vivir de mejor manera la 

Cuaresma y la Pascua. La misión se tendrá en Español en 

Santa Helena y en Inglés en Santa María. Las sesiones 

serán el lunes 27, martes 28 y miércoles 29 a las 7 pm. 

 CUPOS LIMITADOS: Quedan pocos cupos del segundo 

bus para ir de peregrinaje el 22 de abril al Santuario 

Nacional de la Divina Misericordia en Stockbridge, MA. 

Este es el sábado anterior al Domingo de la Divina 

Misericordia. ¡Únete a nosotros en este día de oración, de 

fraternidad y de comunidad! 

 VIACRUCIS: Cada viernes de Cuaresma meditaremos 

en este misterio en nuestra Iglesia. A las 7 pm en Español y a 

las 8 pm en Inglés. 

 ADORACION AL SANTISIMO: Cada viernes de 

Cuaresma de 1 pm - 9 pm 

 MIERCOLES DE LA MISERICORDIA: Ven los 

miércoles a adorar al Santísimo y a vivir con alegría el 

misericordioso regalo de la Eucaristía. Invita a tus amigos y 

familiares a esta fiesta de amor!!!  

 GRUPO DE ORACIÓN: Todos los lunes de 7 pm a 9 pm. 

Ven a alabar y adorar al Señor.  

 LEGION DE MARIA: Todos los viernes a las 7 pm, ven 

a rezar el Rosario y a planear servicio a la comunidad. 

 ABC, GRUPO JUVENIL: Invita a tus hijos a par ticipar  

de esta gran oportunidad de hacer amigos mientras se 

aprenden valores de vida y de fe importantes para la vida. 

Encuentros los viernes de 7 pm a 9 pm en el gimnasio.   

 
BUEN DIA, HERMANOS: 

El día martes leímos sobre esa hermosa oración penitencial que el 

libro de Daniel pone en labios de Azarías, uno de los tres jóvenes 

condenados en Babilonia al horno de fuego por no querer 

adorar a los ídolos falsos y ser fieles a su fe. Es parecida a otras 

que se han leído antes, como la de Daniel y la de Ester. Azarías 

(¡qué bueno que la Biblia ponga una oración así en boca de un 

joven que se sabe mantener creyente en medio de un mundo 

ateo!) reconoce el pecado del pueblo: «estamos humillados a 

causa de nuestros pecados»; expresa ante Dios el 

arrepentimiento: «acepta nuestro corazón ar repentido como 

un holocausto de carneros y toros»; y el propósito de cambio: 

«ahora te seguimos de todo corazón, buscamos tu rostro». 
 

Sobre todo expresa su confianza en la bondad de Dios: «no nos 

desampares, no rompas tu alianza, no apartes de nosotros tu 

misericordia... trátanos según tu clemencia y tu abundante 

misericordia». Para ello no duda en buscar la intercesión (la 

«recomendación») de unas personas que si habían gozado de la 

amistad de Dios: los patriarcas Abrahán, Isaac y Jacob (Israel). 
 

Mientras esa lección recibíamos en la primera lectura, el 

evangelio da un paso adelante: si la primera lectura nos invitaba a 

pedir perdón a Dios, Jesús nos presenta otra consigna en Mateo 

18:21-35, que sepamos perdonar nosotros a los demás. 
 

La pregunta de Pedro a Jesús es razonable, según nuestras 

medidas. Le parece que ya es mucho perdonar siete veces. No es 

fácil perdonar una vez, pero siete veces es el colmo. Y recibe una 

respuesta que no se esperaba: hay que perdonar setenta veces 

siete, o sea, siempre. La parábola de Jesús, como todas las suyas, 

expresa muy claramente el mensaje que quiere transmitir: una 

persona a la que le ha sido perdonada una cantidad enorme y 

luego, a su vez, no es capaz de perdonar una mucho más 

pequeña, está lejos del Reino de Dios.  
 

En la Cuaresma nosotros podemos dirigirnos confiadamente a 

Dios, como los tres jóvenes en tiempos de crisis, reconociendo 

nuestro pecado personal y comunitario, y nuestro deseo de 

cambio en la vida. O sea, preparando nuestra confesión pascual. 

Así se juntan en este tiempo dos realidades importantes: nuestra 

pobreza y la generosidad de Dios, nuestro pecado y su amor 

perdonador. Tenemos más motivos que los creyentes del AT para 

sentir confianza en el amor de Dios, que a nosotros se nos ha 

manifestado plenamente en su Hijo Jesús. En el camino de la 

Pascua, nos hace bien reconocernos pecadores y pronunciar ante 

Dios la palabra «perdón». 
 

Podemos decir como oración personal nuestra -por ejemplo, 

después de la comunión- el salmo que dice: «Señor, recuerda tu 

misericordia, enséñame tus caminos, haz que camine con 

lealtad... el Señor es bueno y recto y enseña el camino a los 

pecadores...». Y como los jóvenes del horno buscaban el apoyo 



de sus antepasados, nosotros, como hacemos en la oración del 

«yo confieso», podemos esperar la ayuda de los nuestros: «por 

eso ruego a Santa María siempre Virgen, a los ángeles y los 

santos, y a vosotros, hermanos, que intercedáis por mi ante Dios 

Nuestro Señor». 
 

Pero tenemos que recordar también la segunda parte del 

programa: saber perdonar nosotros a los que nos hayan podido 

ofender. «Perdónanos... como nosotros perdonamos», nos 

abrevemos a decir cada día en el Padrenuestro. Para pedir perdón, 

debemos mostrar nuestra voluntad de imitar la actitud del Dios 

perdonador. 
 

Se ve que esto del perdón forma parte esencial del programa de 

Cuaresma, porque ya ha aparecido varias veces en las lecturas. 

¿Somos misericordiosos? ¿cuánta paciencia y tolerancia 

almacenamos en nuestro corazón? ¿tanta como Dios, que nos ha 

perdonado a nosotros diez mil talentos? ¿podría decirse de 

nosotros que luego no somos capaces de perdonar cuatro duros al 

que nos los debe? ¿somos capaces de pedir para los pueblos del 

tercer mundo la condonación de sus deudas exteriores, mientras 

en nuestro nivel doméstico no nos decidimos a perdonar esas 

pequeñas deudas? Y no se trata precisamente de deudas 

pecuniarias. 
 

Cuaresma, tiempo de perdón. De reconciliación en todas las 

direcciones, con Dios y con el prójimo. No echemos mano de 

excusas para no perdonar: la justicia, la pedagogía, la lección que 

tienen que aprender los demás. Dios nos ha perdonado sin tantas 

distinciones. Como David perdonó a Saúl, y José a sus hermanos, 

y Esteban a los que le apedreaban, y Jesús a los que le clavaban 

en la cruz. 
 

El que tenga el corazón más sano que dé el primer paso y 

perdone, sin poner luego cara de haber perdonado, que a veces 

ofende más. Sin pasar factura. Alejar de nosotros todo rencor. 

Perdonar con amor, sintiéndonos nosotros mismos perdonados 

por Dios.                        P. Nelson 

Readings for the Week of March 26, 2017 

Sunday: 1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a/Ps 23:1-6/Eph 5:8-14/Jn 9:1-

41 or 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38 

Monday: Is 65:17-21/Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-12a, 13b/Jn 4:43-54 

Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9, 12/Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9/Jn 5:1-16 

Wednesday: Is 49:8-15/Ps 145:8-9, 13cd-15, 17-18/Jn 5:17-30 

Thursday: Ex 32:7-14/Ps 106:19-23/Jn 5:31-47 

Friday: Wis 2:1a, 12-22/Ps 34:17-21, 23/Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30 

Saturday: Jer  11:18-20/Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-12/Jn 7:40-53 

Next Sunday: Ez 37:12-14/Ps 130:1-8/Rom 8:8-11/Jn 11:1-45 or 

11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45 

Mass Intentions 
SUNDAY, March 26, 2017-Fourth Sunday of Lent 
               7:30 Pierre Emma 
  Our Parishioners 
               9:00  Carmen Rivera (Intentions) Happy 70th Birthday 
             10:30 Sherinah Lugo 
             12:00  Nurys Medina 
  Luis Quinones 
  Inten. of Ramona Pujols In Thanksgiving 
  Adelina Rosas Caselin 
  Fernando Sornoza 
  Milagros Morales (Healing Intentions and 
  Rosa Pena (Healing Intentions) 
              1:30 Emma Riccoboni 
              5:00 Michael Donovan Intentions 
MONDAY, March 27, 2017-Feast of St. Rupert 
 6:50   James Joseph RIP and Mother Mary  
        Angelica-1st Anniversary 
  8:30 In Thanksgiving for Favors 
 12:15 Fr. Nelson Henao, Sch.P. for Blessings and    
 in Thanksgiving on His 7th Anniversary of Holy 
 Ordination, Raquel (L) and Nelson (D) and Family  
 7:00 Revive Spanish Retreat 
TUESDAY, March 28, 2017-Feast of St. Conon of Naso  
 6:50     Fr. Jose Garavito 
 8:30 Alberto Brinz 
 12:15 Ralph A Cerbone Jr. 
 7:00  Revive Spanish Retreat 
WEDNESDAY, March 29, 2017-Feast of St. Berthold     
 6:50      Ora Coye (Intentions)  
 8:30 Protection of the Faithful Against Unjust  
          Trials at the End of Time 
 12:15 For the Security, Emotional, Physical and   
   Spiritual Well-Being of Baby Alessandra Mia Savino 
 7:00 Faustino Revas 
  Socorro Aldana (Intentions) 
  Revive Spanish Retreat 
THURSDAY, March 30, 2017-Feast of St. Leonard Muraildo 
 6:50     Ana Chamoun Brinz 
 8:30 In Thanksgiving for Favors 
 12:15   Daniel J. Sullivan 

  Christopher Ramos 
FRIDAY, March 31, 2017-Feast of St. Benjamin 
 6:50 In Thanksgiving for Favors 
 8:30 Con Mullvihill 
 12:15 Souls in Purgatory 
SATURDAY, April 1, 2017-Feast of St. Hugh of Grenoble 
 6:50       St. Helena’s Benefactors 
 8:30       Frank and Albina Greco 
 12:15  Lance Morin (Healing-Intention) 
 5:30 Horatio Mootoo and Poptie Ellen Mootoo 
SUNDAY, April 2, 2017-Fifth Sunday of Lent 
               7:30 William Troy 
               9:00   Katherine Houston 
  Basilica Lumbayo 
  Ana Gloria Almendras 
             10:30 Katherine Callaghan 
             12:00  Rita Leon 
  Zoila Moreno Rodriguez 
  William Perez 
  Yadira Arroyo 
  Our Parishioners 
              1:30 Terence Lorino Intentions 
              5:00 The Jumenz and Roja Families 
 


