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FROM THE PASTORS DESK: 
 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 
Palm Sunday—April 9 
Masses: 5:30PM (Vigil), 7:30AM, 9:00AM, 10:30AM (Family), 
Noon (Spanish), 1:30PM, 5:00PM 
Lunch at 1:30PM; Spanish Movie at 3PM, both in Gymnasium 
Vespers and Benediction in Spanish at 4PM in the Gymnasium 
Vespers and Benediction in English from 3-5PM in the Church 
 

Reconciliation Monday—April 10 
Masses:  6:50AM, 8:30AM, 12:15PM 
Confessions Heard 3:30-8:30PM in both English and Spanish 
 

Tuesday of Holy Week—April 11 
Masses:  6:50AM, 8:30AM, 12:15PM 
SEDER SUPPER at 7PM in gymnasium 
 

Spy Wednesday—April 12 
Masses:  6:50AM, 8:30AM, 12:15PM 
English Movie and Discussion at 1PM and 
again at 7PM 
 

Maundy Thursday—April 13 
6:50AM  Morning Mass 
10:30AM Children’s Holy Thursday Liturgy 
7:30PM  Bi-Lingual Solemn Mass 
ADORATION until 11PM 
 

Good Friday—April 14 
8:30AM  Tenebrae 
10:30AM Children’s Good Friday Service 
2:00PM  Seven Last Words of Christ (English) 
4:00PM  Divine Mercy Novena (Spanish) 
4:45PM  Living Stations of the Cross 
6:45PM  Seven Last Words of Christ (Spanish) 
7:30PM  Solemn Good Friday Liturgy (Spanish in Gym 
  and English in Church)  
  Both groups come together for Veneration of the 
  Cross in Church 
 

Holy Saturday—April 15 
8:30AM  Tenebrae 
10:00AM RCIA Rite 
1:30—6:30PM Adoration 
4:00—5:30PM Confessions and Divine Mercy Novena 
7:30PM  Bi-Lingual Solemn Easter Vigil (with Choirs) 
 

Easter Sunday—April 16 
Mass: 7:30AM, 9:00AM, 10:30AM (Family), Noon  Spanish Mass 
& Novena, 1:30PM, and 5:00PM           
 

Jean-Baptiste de La Salle:   
Educator and Saint - Feast  April 7 

It is a sad truth that during the so-called Age of Enlightenment, 
philosophers like Voltaire worked zealously to destroy 
Christianity.  They ignored the poor and displayed contempt for 
the lower classes,. However, the Christian Brothers of St. Jean-
Baptiste de La Salle devoted their whole lives to educating the 
sons of the poor and the working class.  Beyond merely teaching 
the impoverished boys the rudiments of education, good manners, 
and even some of the practical trades, de La Salle and the 
Brothers of the Christian Schools most importantly provided them 
with a solid Christian and moral education. 

Jean-Baptiste was born at Rheims, France on April 30, 1651.  His 
father, Louis, was a magistrate of the city of Rheims; his mother 
was born into a family of the noblesse de robe.  Jean-Baptiste was 

the oldest of seven children.  At the age of nine he began his 
studies in Rheims at the Collège Des Bons Enfants where he 
received a solid classical education.  At an early age, the boy 

showed signs that he was destined for the priesthood.  Having 
received the tonsure at the age of eleven, he became a canon at 

the Cathedral of Rheims at the age of sixteen.  After completing 
his studies in Rheims, he entered the seminary of St. Sulpice, 
being ordained a priest in 1678.  Three years later, he earned his 
Doctorate in Theology at the University of Rheims.  Following the 
death of his father in 1672, he became the head of his family. 

In seventeenth century Europe there were a number of religious 
congregations devoted to the education of poor girls; however, 
except for the Piarists of St. Joseph Calasanz, there existed none 
for poor boys.  This was an educational void needing to be 
filled.  De La Salle was led down the path of boys’ education by 
Adrian Nyel, an itinerant, lay schoolmaster who was solicited by 
the town authorities of Rheims to found schools for poor 
boys.  Through his friendship with Nyel, La Salle encouraged his 
work and took a fond interest in the teachers working with 
him.  After seeing the physical hardship with which the men 
suffered, he rented a home for them, also inviting them to his own 
house for meals.  Even though the uncouth manners of the men 
revolted him and his siblings, he patiently worked to imbue them 
with some of his educational ideals and to refine their 
manners.  Finally, he invited the members of this budding 
community to dwell in his own house, a decision which greatly 
disturbed his family.  His relatives and friends could not 
understand why a man of such talents could act so 
“foolishly.”  Although many of his early collaborators left him—
Nyel, for instance, wandered off to Rouen to found more 
schools—others came to stay, thereby forming the nucleus of his 
later congregation, the Institute of the Brothers of the Christian 
Schools.  In order to lessen the social gap between himself and 
his less fortunate disciples, he gave up his canonry, a position with 
an assured income.  He now put his trust completely in God’s 
Providence. 

At this point, de La Salle began seeing the Minim friar, Blessed 
Nicholas Barré, for spiritual direction.  Fr. Barré warned him not to 
endow the new community with his private fortune.  Rather, he 
must trust in God.  Taking this cue to heart, de La Salle divested 
himself of all of his property and gave it to the poor.  Having lived 
a fairly comfortable life thus far, de La Salle now launched into a 
much more austere lifestyle, living on coarse food and fasting 
often.  He detached himself from his position, wealth, and even 
lawful pleasures. 

The educational system in France of the seventeenth century was 
controlled primarily by the Church.  In the large towns, the most 
prevalent schools for young children were the “Little Schools.” 
Students paid fees to their part-time instructors, women for girls, 
men for boys.  Although these teachers provided them with the 
basics of knowledge, the instructors themselves had no 
pedagogical training.  In late seventeenth century Paris, the 
quality of these schoolmasters was lampooned.  Then there were 
the writing masters, a guild protected by the civil authorities.  Very 
jealous of their rights, the writing masters attempted to secure a 
monopoly on the teaching of writing.  Both the teachers at the 
“Little Schools” and the writing masters were hostile to La Salle’s 
Brothers, believing them to be encroaching on their fee-paying 
students.  As the Brothers received no fees, they established 
schools and survived through the charitable funding of people of 
substance, local church officials, bequests, and even town councils.   

Invited by the curé of St. Sulpice to resuscitate one of the free 
schools in that district, de La Salle and his companions came to 
Paris in 1688.  He placed his most trusted companion Br. Henri 
L’Heureux, in charge of this project.  He had chosen this brother 
as his successor, even preparing him for ordination.  Nevertheless, 
following the sudden death of L’Heureux, de La Salle, after 
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prayerful reflection, began to question the wisdom of having 
ordained priests in the congregation.  He wanted the Institute free 
from any “caste” distinctions of clerics and laymen.  As their 
charism was teaching and did not involve preaching or the 
administration of the sacraments, he determined that the 
members of the community should be laymen.  It followed that no 
brother should ever aspire to the dignity of priest, and that no 
priest should ever join the congregation. 

With twelve men, de La Salle formed the nucleus of the budding 
community, all of them taking permanent vows in 1694.  In 
addition to the vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience, they also 
took the fourth vow of the Piarist Fathers, teaching the poor 
gratuitously, and a fifth vow, never to leave the Institute.  Again 
and again, he attempted to lay down his position as superior. 
Nevertheless his ecclesiastical superiors bade him resume his role 
again.  De La Salle stated that the purpose of the Society of 
Christian Schools was the Christian and moral instruction of the 
sons of the working classes and the poor.   In this endeavor, 
members of the Institute saw themselves primarily as catechists. 
Although they taught the children many secular disciplines, the 
teaching of the catechism was regarded as the essential area of 
instruction. 

As the Brothers were exhausted from their long hours of work, de 
La Salle founded a retreat house in 1691 at Vaugirard, on the 
outskirts of Paris.  This would provide a center for the physical 
and spiritual refreshment of the brethren; he would also establish 
a novitiate there.  Although the early community was made up of 
grown men, he soon began to receive applications from 
youths.  For this reason, he opened a junior novitiate in another 
residence. 

In his pioneering work, The Conduct of Schools, de La Salle laid 
out the practical pedagogical methods to be used by the Christian 
Brothers.  Although this work had circulated internally among the 
brethren since 1695, it was not published until 1720, the year 
following his death.  At that time in Europe, most students were 
individually instructed.  La Salle employed the simultaneous 
method of instruction used by the Piarist Fathers.  In a way, he 
had no choice.  There were fifty to sixty students per class, 
sometimes up to a hundred, the students being graded according 
to their intellectual level.  He required a means of teaching large 
numbers of children with a modest staff.  As one of the principal 
means of establishing and maintaining order in the classroom, de 
La Salle underscored the importance of silence.  He also insisted 
that the boys be taught in their native French rather than in 
Latin.  It was mere common sense.  The boys needed to be 
educated in and through the language which they would use every 
day.  Although de La Salle did not completely abolish corporal 
punishment in his schools, he greatly moderated it.  By creating 
an orderly, well-managed, and quiet environment, the Brothers 
found that they had much less reason to focus on discipline. 

De La Salle was also the first to set up colleges for teacher 
training or what we call “normal schools.”  Although many rural 
pastors requested de La Salle to open schools for them, he did not 
have the manpower to undertake this work.  Therefore, he 
happened upon a novel idea, suggesting that these priests send 
promising young men to be trained gratis by his congregation. 
They would wear secular garb, and would be “taught the true 
maxims of Christian pedagogy, good reading, writing, and 
singing.”  While the pupil-teacher took classes and studied under 
an experienced brother, he also would teach at the adjoining 
school, this being a practicum.  He founded temporary training 

schools in Rheims, Paris, and St. Denis.  This work would be later 
perfected by his disciples.  Other educational innovations included 
reformatory schools for juvenile delinquents and popular Sunday 

courses for working young men, focusing both on Christian 
teaching and the secular disciplines. 

St. Jean-Baptiste de La Salle also suffered much on behalf of his 
congregation.  The schoolmasters of the “Little Schools” and the 
writing masters mobilized themselves against him.  These troubles 
led to confiscations, fines, and several lawsuits, causing him to 
close down his Parisian schools for some time.  In the end a 
compromise was worked out and the Brothers returned.  This 
persecution of the Christian Brothers in Paris ultimately bore fruit, 
leading to the founding of many other houses throughout 
France.  Brother Drolin established the foundation of the Institute 
in Rome, singlehandedly manning the fort for almost thirty 
years.   At one point, Parisian ecclesiastical authorities stripped 
him of his position as superior.  He humbly accepted his fate, 
though later regained his position.  Furthermore, he was attacked 
by the Jansenists, and so influential were their lies, that his own 
brethren at Mende would not allow him to enter their house.  The 
“Way of the Cross” was an integral part of his life. 

Two years before he died, he laid down his authority and assumed 
the role of a humble brother.  He died on Good Friday, April 7, 
1719 at Saint-Yon, Rouen.  Jean-Baptiste de La Salle was 
canonized by Pope Leo XIII on May 24, 1900.  In 1950 Pope Pius 
XII named him the “Patron of all Teachers of Youth.” 
 

WHY DO WE ABSTAIN FROM MEAT? 
When food choices were far less varied than they are today, 
abstaining from meat was a definite disruption in one’s daily meal 
routine and a sacrifice. The practice of abstinence is intended to 
reduce our attachments to the normal and the expected so that 
we might be open to the many other ways God nourishes us. The 
issue is not the meat, but rather our attachments. One bishop 

writes, “Evil resides not in created things as such, but in our 
attitude toward them, i.e. our will. The purpose of fasting, then, is 
not to repudiate the divine creation but to cleanse our will.” 
 

 

CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES-Thank you for your 

generous support of The Catholic Relief Services Collection and 

for helping Jesus in disguise. $1,375 was donated. Your 

contributions will make a difference for the poor and 

marginalized around the world. If you missed the collection, it’s 

not too late to give! Just visit: www.usccb.org/nationalcollections, 

and click on the “How to Give” link on the left. 
 

EASTER FLOWERS-Today’s second collection will be for 

Easter Flowers. As usual, you may also bring in your own Easter 

Lily or other flower donations during Holy Week. 
 

RAFFLE ITEMS URGENTLY NEEDED FOR OUR 

PARISH CARNIVAL: June 22-25. Big ticket items still 

wanted. Need a Business Deduction? Do you have a gift you have 

never used or opened? To donate, please call the rectory. 

Remember, large donations are tax deductible. 
 
 

NEW CHURCH SECURITY POLICY-The Archdiocese 

has recently informed us that we must now lock the church when 

there are not scheduled Masses or activities. Parishioners who 

want to visit the Church to pray during times when the church is 

locked can still do so by first coming to the rectory from where 

they can then gain access to the church. We are sorry for the 

inconvenience this may cause some people. 
 

DO YOU NEED PARISH ENVELOPES? If you have not yet 

received them,  just fill in the violet Welcome envelope and drop 

it in the collection basket. We encourage everyone to use parish 
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pay, available through our website:  www.churchofsthelena.com 

or to  use the new weekly offertory envelopes. 
 

JOIN US FOR A TRADITIONAL PASSOVER SEDER 
This year, our parish celebration of the Passover Seder falls on the 

exact evening most of our Jewish Brethren will be celebrating it. The 

Seder is a marathon feast that includes reading, drinking wine, 

telling stories, eating special foods and singing. 
 

It is held after nightfall on the first night of Passover, and also on the 

second night for those who live outside of Israel (which we do).  It is 

the anniversary of the Jewish nation’s miraculous exodus from 

Egyptian slavery more than 3,000 years ago. This year’s Jewish 

Seders will be held on April 10 and 11, and our St. Helena Seder 

will take place in the gymnasium at 7PM on Tuesday, April 11. 

During the course of the evening we will have: 
 

• four cups of wine. 

• veggies dipped in saltwater. 

• flat, dry cracker-like bread called matzah 

• bitter herbs, often horseradish (without additives) and 

romaine lettuce, dipped into charoset (a paste of nuts, apples, 

pears and wine). 

 a festive meal of lamb, prepared using traditional spices. 
 

Each item has its place in a 15-step choreographed combination of 

tastes, sounds, sensations and smells that have been with the Jewish 

people for millennia.  Our celebration will be very similar to the one 

Jesus would have shared with his disciples in the Upper Room. So 

join us for our special Holy Week celebration. Everyone is invited; 

there is no cost to participate, but a free-will offering may be given. 

 

EASTER CROSS DECORATING CONTEST-What does 

Easter mean to you?  Show us by decorating the enclosed Easter 

Cross YOUR WAY (coloring, words, symbols, etc.)  Print your 

name and other information on the back of the sheet.  Both the 

Easter Eggs being decorated by our St. Helena students and the 

Easter Crosses being decorated by the parish children will be on 

display until Divine Mercy Sunday.  Parishioners will vote for 

their favorites.  There will be prizes.  All sheets should be 

returned by April 9 and placed in the special boxes.  Good luck.  
 

 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

 MARCH 50/50 DRAWING WINNER was #266 @ $230. 

Thank you to everyone who participated in our monthly 

drawing. Our  monthly 50/50 drawing is only $5/month. 

Pink 50/50 envelopes are available both in your mailed 

offertory envelopes as well as at the entrances to the 

church.  The April drawing will take place on May 1.  

 FIRST COMMUNION SESSION will take place today, 

April 2  at 11:30AM in the cafeter ia.  

 SPANISH FAMILY SESSION will take place on Sunday, 

April 9 at 1:30PM in the cafeter ia. 

 BENEDICTION AND ADORATION every Friday from 

1-9PM in the Church. 

 STATIONS OF THE CROSS every Friday at 1PM and 

8PM in English and at 7PM in Spanish. 

 BIBLE STUDY-This semester, we are conducting a 24-

week Bible Study of the Gospel of Matthew. Classes in 

English meet in the green building every Tuesday at both 

1PM and 7:30PM.  This Tuesday, April 4, the English 

group will study Chapter 13. Classes in Spanish meet at 

7PM in the cafeter ia. 

 ENGLISH CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP meets 

every Wednesday at 7:30PM in the meeting room of the 

Green Parish Center. Everyone is welcome to attend. 

 SPANISH CHARISMATIC MASS will take place on 

Monday, April 3 at 7PM in the Church. 

 NEXT BAPTISM PREP CLASSES will be held on April 

6 and 20 at 7PM. Please br ing a copy of the child’s bir th 

certificate as well as either a letter of suitability for the 

godparents from their local pastor or a copy of the 

godparent’s Confirmation Certificate and if a godparent is 

married, a copy of their Catholic Marriage Certificate. 

 YOUTH GROUP for  ages 12-18 meets on Fridays from 7-

9PM in the gym.  

 COMMUNITY EASTER EGG HUNT-Saturday, April 8 

from Noon-3PM in the playground area. 

 BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP meets on 

Saturdays at 11AM for  6 weeks in the Green Par ish 

Center. The group is intended for those who are grieving the 

loss of a loved one or a dear friend. To register or for more 

information about this program, contact:  Jessica Perez at 

jeniperez_s@yahoo.com. 

 PARISH BOOKSTORE is open every Sunday from 

8:30AM to 1PM. New items have ar r ived.\ 

 PARISH TRIP TO THE DIVINE MERCY SHRINE-At 

least two buses will be leaving St. Helena’s on Saturday, 

April 22 at 6:30AM to travel to Stockbr idge, Mass. for  

our Second Annual Parish Pilgrimage.  The cost for the trip 

is $45, and a $20 deposit is due by Tax Day, April 15.  The 

buses will return to St. Helena around 7:30PM.  Call the 

rectory at 718-892-3233 to secure your spot. 

 TV PRODUCTION TRAINING:  The par ish would like 

to broadcast some parish events and activities over the local 

public access channels. To do so requires a minimum of a 

production team of three persons, at least two of whom must 

be trained and certified in either Studio Production or Field 

Production.  Beginning April 10, BronxNet will offer this 

certification training nearby at Mercy College.  The studio 

training sessions will meet either every Saturday morning or 

Tuesday evening,  while the Field Production meets every 

Monday and Wednesday evening.  The class runs 6-8 weeks. 

Contact the rectory if you would like to take either the Field 

or Studio training with the idea of becoming part of             

St. Helena’s broadcast production team. 

 FREE JOB SKILLS WORKSHOPS-Tiffany Drysdale will 

offer two free one-hour workshops in the Green Building 

Meeting Room that will help sharpen one’s job-seeking 

skills.  The first will be Interview 101 on Sunday, May 7 at 

11:30 a.m.  This workshop will teach skills concerning how 

OFFERING ENVELOPES 

Sunday, March 26, 2017                              $4,859.00 

Catholic Relief Services                               $1,375.00 
  Our weekly budget, (Nuestro presupuesto semanal es) $4,423.00 

Thank you to everyone for your generosity and for your support and for 

all that you do for St. Helena’s Parish. We have some major capital 

repair expenses on our grounds and air conditioning coming up, and this 

week I am glad to report that we exceeded our weekly budget. Again, 

thank you for your generosity.  I ask you to please consider increasing 

your regular weekly offerings a little so that we can exceed our 2017 

weekly budget goal and be able to pay for much needed physical plant 

improvements. 

Gracias a todos por su generosidad y por todo lo que hacen por esta 

Iglesia de St. Helena. 

http://www.churchofsthelena.com/


best to interview for a job.  The second workshop is Resume 

Building on Sunday, June 4 at 11:30 a.m.  This workshop 

will teach resume writing skills that will help land you that 

initial interview.  Drysdale is a job recruiter in the health-

care field, and she will be offering her knowledge to people 

in the community who are looking for employment.  For 

more information, call the rectory at 718-892-3232. 

 TEXT-TO-JOIN: From time to time, we send out text 

messages to parishioners when important or timely events 

are happening here at St. Helena's.  If you HAVE NOT been 

receiving these texts, please "Text STHELENA to 

84576".  That should enable you to receive the notices that 

we send out to the parishioners. There is no cost to you. 

 50th WEDDING ANNIVERSARY-Our parishioners 

celebrating their 50th Wedding Anniversary anytime during 

2017 are invited to attend the Annual Golden Wedding 

Jubilee Mass with Cardinal Dolan at the Cathedral of St. 

Patrick, Sunday, June 11th at 2:00 pm. Pre-registration is 

required. Please contact the rectory for registration. The 

closing date to register for the Mass is Friday, May 12th. 

This event is sponsored by the Family Life + Respect Life 

Office of the Archdiocese of New York. 

 SHORT TERM COUNSELING AVAILABLE-St. Helena 

parishioners have access to affordable, short-term 

professional counseling available at convenient locations 

throughout the Archdiocese.  Up to six sessions can take 

place with just a $10 co-pay per session. For more 

information, please contact one of our priests. 
 AA BIG BOOK STUDY meets every Sat., 7-8:30PM in 

the green building. 

 CO-DEPENDENTS ANNONYMOUS meets every 

Monday from 7-8:30PM in the green building. 

 APARTMENTS WANTED-Within the Parkchester area. If 

you know of one that is available, please call the Rectory. 
 THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS IS NOW ON 

FORMED. Watch an interesting biography about the 

Connecticut priest who founded the Knights of Columbus. 

St. Helena’s Parish has a free subscription to an online 

platform called FORMED, and all parishioners have 

unlimited access to faith formation programs, Bible Studies, 

Catholic-themed movies and programs, enjoy music, e-books 

and much more. It is very easy to register with FORMED. 

FIRST go to formed.org and click the REGISTER link in the 

middle of the page; enter the parish code 2KQQYD and your 

email, then click “Go.” Fill in the registration 

information.  After registering, you will receive a message 

asking you to verify your email address. Check your email 

(it may be in your spam folder) and click VERIFY.  You will 

be prompted to login.  You can then enjoy using FORMED. 
 

SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 SPRING PICTURES are Monday, April 3. 

 ST. HELENA STUDENT SELECTED FOR CATHOLIC 

HONOR BAND-Marcelle Cooper, a 4th-grade girl who 

plays the clarinet in our school band, has been selected to 

participate in the 2017 New York City Catholic School 

Honor Band Concert. The Honor Band represents the “best 

of the best,” and they will perform today Sunday, April 2 at 

1PM at St. John’s Preparatory School in Astor ia, 

Queens. 
 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 LENTEN RETREAT ON THE SERMON ON THE 

MOUNT will take place today, Sunday, April 2 from 2-

4PM at St. Joan of Arc Par ish, 1372 Stratford Ave., 

Bronx. Facilitator: Sr. Veronica Mendez. 

 KNOW YOUR RIGHTS WORKSHOP FOR 

IMMIGRANTS will take place at Holy Family Church, 

2158 Watson Avenue, today, Sunday, April 2.    

 FREE CONCERT The Seven Last Words of Christ by 

Theodore Dubois today, Sunday, April 2 at 2:30PM at 

Annunciation Church, 470 Westchester Avenue, Tuckahoe. 

Call 914-779-7345 for more info. 

 A JOB FAIR will be held at the Sotomayor  Community 

Center, 1000 Rosedale Avenue, on Wednesday, April 5 from 

6:30-8:30PM.  Bring your resumes. 

 WAY OF THE CROSS OVER THE BROOKLYN 

BRIDGE-On Good Friday, April 14, Communion and 

Liberation will sponsor the Way of the Cross over the Brooklyn 

Bridge. Participants will congregate for the first station at        

St. James Cathedral, Brooklyn, at 10AM. After a station on the 

Brooklyn Bridge, the procession will follow the cross to a third 

station at City Hall Park in Manhattan, and a fourth station near 

Ground Zero. The final station will be at St. Peter’s Church, on 

Barclay Street, concluding at 1:30PM. At each station, there will 

be readings from the Passion, a meditation, a reflection and 

hymns. All are invited. For more info, please call 212-337-3580 

or visit www.wocbrooklynbridge.org. .  

 12th ANNUAL DIVINE MERCY CONFERENCE at 

Cardinal Spellman High School, Bronx, on April 8 from 9-

5:30PM.  Topic: The Message of Fatima and Divine Mercy - 

Refuge for Sinners. For more info, call 1-800-462-7426. 

 THE HUNCHBACK OF NOTRE DAME will be 

presented April 28-29, May 5-6 at 7:30PM and May 7 at 

2PM at Archbishop Stepinac HS, 950 Mamaroneck Ave., 

White Plains.  Tickets are $22/adult and $18/child & 

senior.  Call 914-946-4800 X 200 for  more info. 

 NEW YORK CATHOLIC YOUTH DAY-will take place 

on Saturday, April 29 at St. Joseph's Seminary in Yonkers. 

The cost is $20/person.  Call the rectory if you are interested.  

 PRESTON HIGH SCHOOL “CASINO ROYALE” 

CARD PARTY-Saturday, April 29 at 6PM. Preston High 

School Gym.  Tickets $25, tables of 10 $200. Ticket price 

includes snacks, soda, coffee and dessert. 

 INTERNATIONAL FOOD SALE & FLEA MARKET-

Purchase food from a variety of countries and find 

Please Pray for the Sick of our Parish 
 

Joanne Frances Bernadette Sanabria, Sylvia Carballo,  

Ruben Mercado, Mike Adorno, Catherine Holden, 

Carmelle and Nicole Antoine, Indrowdi Sadu, Rosa Pena,  

Brenda Jackson, James Leunge, Carole Primak, Joan Ricci,  

Lucy Cannavacciuolo,  Aaron Sylvester, Sean Gaffney,  

Bertha Mero, Peter Vaccaro, Gino Vaccaro, Ronald Horne,  

Doris Waldropt, Milagro Vasquez, Juana Carmen Rodriguez,  

Ynes Tavarez, Theresa Delevan, Jenny Mauro, Jimmy Mauro,  

Mariana Rivera, Annissa Ramratansingh, Catherine Gregson,  

Noemi Cross,  Arley Johnson, Josefina Gonzalez,  

Rosa Amelia Escribano Santiago, Fr. Andrew Buechele,  

Joseph Lopez, John Ford, Dick Williams, Melanie Rosario 
 

Please Pray for the Deceased and their Grieving Families:    
Adelina Rosas Caselin, Ernestine Perea, Edith Cerrone, Katie Scholl, 

Gilberto Calderon, Pablo Pimentel, Luis Gonzalez, Jesus Vega,  

Iris Pineiro                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

http://formed.org/


“treasures” in the flea market. Santa Maria Parish, Sunday, 

April 30 from 9AM-3PM (below the church in the          

St. Joseph’s Parish Hall, 2352 St. Raymond’s Ave). 

 THIRTEEN TUESDAY’S IN HONOR OF                     

ST. ANTHONY-The traditional devotion continues every 

Tuesday until June 6 at 7PM at St. Anthony’s Par ish. 

 UN PRESSURING ITALY TO HAVE MORE 

ABORTIONS-The UN’s human-rights committee is now 

pressing Italy to take steps to ensure that women have ready 

access to abortion. Although abortion is legal in Italy, 

feminists have complained that women have difficulty 

finding a doctor who will perform the procedure. The UN 

panel supported that complaint, voicing “concern for the 

difficulty of access to legal abortions because of the number 

of doctors who refuse to practice terminatinos for reasons of 

conscience.” The UN committee called upon the Italian 

government to “adopt necessary measures” to ensure that 

women could find a willing abortionist. Let us pray for the 

women and the doctors that they will realize the sanctity of 

ALL human life. 

 INTERMENT IN OUR CATHOLIC CEMETERIES-A 

flier with important information concerning interring your 

loved ones in a Catholic cemetery, including low-cost or no-

cost options, is available in the narthex.   

 FREE ONLINE BIBLE STUDY-The St. Paul Center 

presents a free online Bible Study Course entitled The Bible 

and the Sacraments.  Free streaming of this eleven-part 

series is ONLY available during this Lenten and Easter 

season.  A new lesson is posted each week, and lessons will 

remain online for two weeks.  To sign up, go to 

www.bibleandthesacraments.com  

 FREE ONLINE FAITH FORMATION COURSES for  

those in parish ministry and those who simply wish to learn 

more about their faith.  Sign up at: www.nycatholicfaith.org/

learn 
 

ANUNCIOS EN ESPANOL 
 RIFA DE 50/50 DE MARZO: Ganador # 266 @ $230. 

Gracias a todos los participantes.  

 CUPOS LIMITADOS: Quedan pocos cupos del segundo 

bus para ir de peregrinaje el 22 de abril al Santuario 

Nacional de la Divina Misericordia en Stockbridge, MA. 

Este es el sábado anterior al Domingo de la Divina 

Misericordia. ¡Únete a nosotros en este día de oración, de 

fraternidad y de comunidad! 

 VIACRUCIS: Cada viernes de Cuaresma meditaremos 

en este misterio en nuestra Iglesia. A las 7 pm en Español y a 

las 8 pm en Inglés. 

 ADORACION AL SANTISIMO: Cada viernes de 

Cuaresma de 1 pm - 9 pm 

 GRUPO DE ORACIÓN: Todos los lunes de 7 pm a 9 pm. 

Ven a alabar y adorar al Señor. 

 MIERCOLES DE LA MISERICORDIA: Ven los 

miércoles a adorar al Santísimo y a vivir con alegría el 

misericordioso regalo de la Eucaristía. Invita a tus amigos y 

familiares a esta fiesta de amor!!!  

 LEGION DE MARIA: Todos los viernes a las 7 pm, ven 

a rezar el Rosario y a planear servicio a la comunidad. 

 ABC, GRUPO JUVENIL: Invita a tus hijos a par ticipar  

de esta gran oportunidad de hacer amigos mientras se 

aprenden valores de vida y de fe importantes para la vida. 

Encuentros los viernes de 7 pm a 9 pm en el gimnasio.   

HORARIO DE SEMANA SANTA 
 

Abril 9-Domingo de Palmas 
Misas: 5:30PM (Vigil), 7:30AM, 9:00AM,                            

10:30AM (Familia), 

Noon (Spanish), 1:30PM, 5:00PM 

Almuerzo en el gimnasio y película. Adoración. 
 

Abril 10 -Lunes de Reconciliación 

Misas:  6:50AM, 8:30AM, 12:15PM 

Confesiones 3:30-8:30PM en Inglés y Español 
 

Abril 11-Martes de Semana Santa 

Misas:  6:50AM, 8:30AM, 12:15PM 

CENA DE LA PASCUA HEBREA a las 7PM en el gimnasio 
 

Abril 13 -Jueves Santo 
6:50AM       Misa 

10:30AM    Jueves Santo con los niños 

7:30PM       Misa Solemne Bilingüe 

ADORACION hasta las 11PM 
 

Abril 14 -Viernes Santo 
8:30AM      Tenebrae 

10:30AM    Viernes Santo con los niños 

2:00PM       Las Ultimas Siete palabras de Cristo (English) 

4:00PM       Novena de la Divina Misericordia (Español) 

4:45PM       Viacrucis en vivo 

6:45PM       Sermón de las Siete Palabras (Español) 

7:30PM       Misa Solemne del Viernes Santo (Bilingüe en la Iglesia) 

                    Los dos grupos se unen para la Veneración de la Cruz 
 

Abril 15-Sábado Santo 
8:30AM                 Tenebrae 

10:00AM  Rito RCIA 

1:30-6:30PM  Adoración 

4:00-5:30PM  Confesiones y Novena de la Divina Misericordia   

7:30PM                 Misa Solemne de la Vigilia de Pascua Bilingüe 

    (with Choirs) 
 

Abril 16 -Domingo de Resurrección 
Mass: 7:30AM, 9:00AM, 10:30AM (Family), 12 M Español & 

Novena de la Divina Misericordia, 1:30PM, and 5:00PM 
 

BUEN DIA, HERMANOS: 
La alegría es una característica esencial del cristiano, y la Iglesia 

no deja de recordárnoslo en este tiempo litúrgico para que no 

olvidemos que debe estar presente en todos los momentos de 

nuestra vida. Existe una alegría que se pone de relieve en la 

esperanza del Adviento, otra viva y radiante en el tiempo de 

Navidad. Más tarde, la alegría de estar junto a Cristo resucitado; 

hoy, ya avanzada la Cuaresma, meditamos la alegría de la Cruz.  
 

Es siempre el mismo gozo de estar junto a Cristo, sólo de Él, 

cada uno de nosotros puede decir con plena verdad, junto con 

San Pablo: “Me amó y se entregó por mí” (Gal 2, 20). De ahí 

debe partir nuestra alegría más profunda, de ahí ha de venir 

también nuestra fuerza y nuestro sostén. Sin embargo, en la vida, 

por desgracia, se encuentran amarguras, se padecen sufrimientos, 

se experimentan incomprensiones y ciertamente, también 

estamos expuestos a caer en el pecado. Pues bien, que 

rápidamente el pensamiento se dirija hacia Aquel que nos ama 

siempre y que con su amor ilimitado, como de Dios, nos ayuda a 

superar todas las prueba, llena todos nuestros vacíos, perdona 

todos nuestros pecados y nos empuja con entusiasmo hacia un 

camino nuevamente seguro y alegre". 
 

Como ustedes pudieron observar, el sacerdote estaba revestido de 

rosado. De esa manera la Iglesia nos quiere recordar que la 

alegría es perfectamente compatible con la mortificación y el 
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dolor, aunque esto nos parezca incompatible. Si vivimos con 

profundidad este tiempo litúrgico que lleva hacia la Pasión -y por 

tanto hacia el dolor-, comprendemos que acercarnos a la Cruz 

significa también que el momento de nuestra Redención se 

acerca, está cada vez más próximo, y por eso la Iglesia y cada 

uno de sus hijos se llenan de alegría: “Laetare, alégrate, 

Jerusalén, y alégrense con ella todos los que la aman.” 
 

La mortificación que estaremos viviendo estos días no debe 

ensombrecer nuestra alegría interior, sino todo lo contrario: debe 

hacerla crecer, porque nuestra Redención se acerca, el derroche 

de amor por los hombres que es la Pasión se aproxima, el gozo de 

la Pascua es inminente. Por eso queremos estar muy unidos al 

Señor, para que también en nuestra vida se repita, una vez más, el 

mismo proceso: llegar, por su Pasión y su Cruz, a la gloria y a la 

alegría de su Resurrección. 
 

 Existen diversos grados de esta "felicidad". Su expresión más 

noble es la alegría o "felicidad" en sentido estricto, cuando el 

hombre, a nivel de sus facultades superiores, encuentra la 

satisfacción en la posesión de un bien conocido y amado. Con 

mayor razón conoce la alegría y felicidad espiritual cuando su 

espíritu entra en posesión de Dios, conocido y amado como bien 

supremo e inmutable". La sociedad tecnológica ha logrado 

multiplicar las ocasiones de placer, pero encuentra muy difícil 

engendrar la alegría. Porque la alegría tiene otro origen: es 

espiritual. El dinero, el "confort", la higiene, la seguridad 

material, no faltan con frecuencia; sin embargo, el tedio, la 

aflicción, la tristeza, forman parte, por desgracia, de la vida de 

muchos". 
 

El cristiano entiende perfectamente estas ideas expresadas las 

enseñanzas milenarias de la Iglesia. Y sabe que la alegría surge 

de un corazón que se siente amado por Dios y que a su vez ama 

con locura al Señor. Un corazón que se esfuerza además para que 

ese amor a Dios se traduzca en obras, porque sabe -con el refrán 

castellano- que "obras son amores y no buenas razones". Un 

corazón que está en unión y en paz con Dios, pues, aunque se 

sabe pecador, acude a la fuente del perdón: Cristo en el 

sacramento de la Penitencia. 
 

Los sufrimientos y las tribulaciones acompañan a todo hombre y 

mujer en la tierra, pero el sufrimiento, por sí solo, no transforma 

ni purifica; incluso puede ser causa de rebeldía y de desamor. 

Algunos cristianos se separan del Maestro cuando llegan hasta la 

Cruz, porque ellos esperan la felicidad puramente humana, libre 

de dolor y acompañada de bienes naturales. 
 

El Señor nos pide que perdamos el miedo al dolor, a las 

tribulaciones, y nos unamos a Él, que nos espera en la Cruz. 

Nuestra alma quedará más purificada, nuestro amor más firme. 

Entonces comprenderemos que la alegría está muy cerca de la 

Cruz. Es más, que nunca seremos felices si no nos unimos a 

Cristo en la Cruz, y que nunca sabremos amar si a la vez no 

amamos el sacrificio. Esas tribulaciones, que con la sola razón 

parecen injustas y sin sentido, son necesarias para nuestra 

santidad personal y para la salvación de muchas almas.  
 

El Señor nos hacer ver, si acudimos a Él con humildad, que todo 

-incluso aquello que tiene menos explicación humana- sucede 

para el bien de los que aman a Dios. El dolor, cuando se le da su 

sentido, cuando sirve para amar más, produce una íntima paz y 

una profunda alegría. Por eso, el Señor en muchas ocasiones 

bendice con la Cruz. Así hemos de recorrer "el camino de la 

entrega: la Cruz a cuestas, con una sonrisa en tus labios, con una 

luz en tu alma.”                       P. Nelson 
 

Mass Intentions 
SUNDAY, April 2, 2017-Fifth Sunday of Lent 
               7:30 William Troy 
               9:00   Katherine Houston 
  Basilica Lumbayo 
  Ana Gloria Almendras 
             10:30 Katherine Callaghan 
             12:00  Rita Leon;      Zoila Moreno Rodriguez 
  William Perez;       Yadira Arroyo 
  Luisa Mora (Healing Intentions);  
  Niño Vagero;      Jayla and Haylee Mayancela 
  Our Parishioners 
              1:30 Terence Lorino Intentions 
 3:30 Funeral Mass Luis Gonzalez 
              5:00 The Jumenz and Roja Families 
MONDAY, April 3, 2017-Feast of St. Irene 
 6:50   John Quinn 
  8:30 Msgr. Philip M. Mulcahy 
 12:15 Rosa  
 7:00 Bernice Merrill Nelson 
TUESDAY, April 4, 2017-Feast of St. Isidore  
 6:50     Mary 
 8:30 Fr. Charles Newburn, Sch.P. 1st Anniversary 
 12:15 For the Security, Emotional, Physical and    
   Spiritual Well-Being of Baby Alessandra Mia Savino 
WEDNESDAY, April 5, 2017-Feast of St. Vincent Ferrer     
 6:50      In Thanksgiving for Favors  
 8:30 Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 
 12:15 Terence Lorino (Intentions) 
 7:00 Maria Mata and Marcelino Ramos 
THURSDAY, April 6, 2017-Feast of St. Rufina 
 6:50     Edmund Ray Sylvester Henderson 
 8:30 For the Security, Emotional, Physical and 
 Spiritual Well-Being of Baby Alessandra Mia Savino 
 12:15   Michael Guido 
FRIDAY, April 7, 2017-Feast of St. John the Baptist de la Salle 
First 6:50 Wilfredo Navarro, Jr. & Wilfredo Navarro, Sr. 
Friday 8:30 In Thanksgiving for Favors 
 12:15 Terence Lorino (Intentions) 
SATURDAY, April 8, 2017-Feast of St. Redemptus 
 6:50       For the Security, Emotional, Physical and 
 Spiritual Well-Being of Baby Alessandra Mia Savino 
First 8:30       All Souls 
Saturday Luna 25th Wedding Anniversary Blessing 
 12:15  Terence Lorino (Intentions) 
  In Thanksgiving 25th Wedding Anniversary 
 5:30 The Roman and Lecler Families 
SUNDAY, April 9, 2017-Palm Sunday 
               7:30 In Thanksgiving for Son’s Health 
               9:00   John Sweeney (Intentions) 
             10:30 Celia Etienne 
             12:00  Maria P. Loja 
  Carmen Santos Perez 
  Manuel Fernando Wascu, Luis Antonio Loja, 
  Jose Loja, Felipe Wascu 
              1:30 Ralph A. Cerbone Jr. 
              5:00 Terence Lorino Intentions 
  Our Parishioners 
 

Readings for the Week of April 2, 2017 
Sunday: Ez 37:12-14/Ps 130:1-8/Rom 8:8-11/Jn 11:1-45 or 11:3-7, 17, 

20-27, 33b-45; Monday: Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or 13:41c-62/Ps 

23:1-6/Jn 8:1-11; Tuesday: Nm 21:4-9/Ps 102:2-3, 16-21/Jn 8:21-30; 

Wednesday: Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95/Dn 3:52-56/Jn 8:31-42; Thursday: 

Gn 17:3-9/Ps 105:4-9/Jn 8:51-59 

Friday: Jer  20:10-13/Ps 18:2-7/Jn 10:31-42; Saturday: Ez 37:21-28/Jr 

31:10-12abcd, 13/Jn 11:45-56; Next Sunday: Mt 21:1-11/Is 50:4-7/Ps 

22:8-9, 17-20, 23-24/Phil 2:6-11/Mt 26:14--27:66 or 27:11-54 


