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Divine Mercy Sunday Schedule: 
 

Divine Mercy Sunday:  April 23 
7:30AM Mass         
9:00AM Mass  
10:30AM Mass (Family)  
Noon Mass (Spanish)  
1:30PM Lunch, Divine Mercy Chaplet, Music, Adoration       
    (Spanish in Gym) 
1:30PM  Mass 
3:00PM Divine Mercy Chaplet  - Confession and Veneration of 
                 Image (English in Church)  
5:00PM Mass 
 

Today is Divine Mercy Sunday 
Divine Mercy Sunday is a Solemnity 
celebrated on the Octave of Easter (the 
eighth day of Easter; that is, the Sunday after 
Easter Sunday). It is a relatively new addition 
to the Roman Catholic liturgical calendar, 
one that celebrates the Divine Mercy of 
Jesus Christ, as revealed by Christ Himself 
to St. Maria Faustina Kowalska.  This feast 
was extended to the entire Catholic Church 
by Pope St. John Paul II on April 30, 2000, 
the day that he canonized Saint Faustina. 
Christ's Divine Mercy is the love that He has 
for mankind, despite our sins that separate 
us from Him. 

The Octave (eighth day) of Easter has always been considered 
special by Christians. It was sometimes called St. Thomas Sunday 
because when Christ, after His Resurrection, revealed Himself to 
His disciples, and Saint Thomas wasn't with them, after being told 
by the others that they had seen the resurrected lord, Thomas 
declared that he would never believe that Christ had risen from the 
dead until he could see Him in the flesh and probe Christ's 
wounds with his own hands. This earned him the name "Doubting 
Thomas.” A week after Christ rose from the dead, He appeared 
once again to His disciples, and this time Thomas was there. His 
doubt was vanquished, and he professed His belief in Christ. 

Nineteen centuries later, Christ appeared to a Polish nun, Sr. 
Maria Faustina Kowalska, in a series of visions that took place 
over almost eight years. He asked her to paint the vision of His 
Merciful Divinity being poured from His sacred heart and 
specifically asked for a feast of Divine Mercy to be established so 
mankind would take refuge in Him.  Among those visions, Christ 
revealed the Divine Mercy Novena, which He asked Sister 
Faustina to pray for nine days, beginning on Good Friday. That 
meant that the novena ended on the Saturday after Easter—the 
eve of the Octave of Easter. Thus, since novenas are commonly 
prayed in advance of a feast, the Feast of Divine Mercy—Divine 
Mercy Sunday—was born. 

A plenary indulgence (the forgiveness of all temporal punishment 
resulting from sins that have already been confessed) is granted 
on the Feast of Divine Mercy to all the faithful who go to 
Confession, receive Holy Communion pray for the intentions of the 
Holy Father, and "in any church or chapel, in a spirit that is 
completely detached from the affection for a sin, even a venial sin, 
take part in the prayers and devotions held in honor of Divine 
Mercy, or who, in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament exposed 
or reserved in the tabernacle, recite the Our Father and the Creed, 
adding a devout prayer to the merciful Lord Jesus (e.g. 'Merciful 
Jesus, I trust in you!')." 

A partial indulgence (the remission of some temporal punishment 
from sin) is granted to the faithful "who, at least with a contrite 
heart, pray to the merciful Lord Jesus a legitimately approved 
invocation." 

Last Rites: The Apostolic Pardon 
As we celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday today, let us recall one of 
the Church’s greatest demonstrations of mercy.  As a person 
draws closer to the doors of death, there is one blessing in 
particular that the Church reserves for this most sacred moment: 
the Apostolic Pardon. It is a pardon that can be given by any priest 
and has the special power of removing all temporal punishment 
due to sin. 

The Catholic Encyclopedia explains exactly what the Apostolic 
Pardon is and the requirements to perform it. “The anointing of the 
sick is ordinarily succeeded by the conferring of the Apostolic 
benediction, or ‘last blessing,’ as it is commonly called. To this 
blessing a plenary indulgence is attached, to be gained, however, 
only at the hour of death, i.e. it is given nunc pro tunc. It is 
conferred in virtue of a special faculty granted to the bishops and 
by them delegated quite generally to their priests. The conditions 
requisite for gaining it are the invocation of the Holy Name of 
Jesus at least mentally, acts of resignation by which the dying 
person professes his willingness to accept all his sufferings in 
reparation for his sins and submits himself entirely to the will of 
God…. The words of St. Augustine are in point: ‘However innocent 
your life may have been, no Christian ought to venture to die in 
any other state than that of the penitent.’” 

The Apostolic Pardon is typically preceded by the Sacrament of 
Penance, to the extent that the dying person is able to participate 
in the sacrament. The priest then prays the “last blessing.” 

Through the holy mysteries of our redemption,  
may almighty God release you  
from all punishments in this life  

and in the life to come.  
May he open to you the gates of paradise  

and welcome you to everlasting joy.  
R. Amen. 

Or as it was traditionally prayed in years past, adding some 
additional context and noting where this prayer comes from in the 
Bible: 

May our Lord Jesus Christ, who gave to His blessed apostle Peter 
the power of binding and loosing, mercifully accept your 
confession and restore your baptismal innocence. And I, by the 
power given to me by the Holy See, grant you a plenary 
indulgence and remission of all sins; in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

By the sacred mysteries of mankind’s restoration may almighty 
God remit for you the punishment of the present life and of the life 
to come, and may He open to you the gates of Paradise and admit 
you to everlasting happiness. 

It is a beautiful prayer and is meant to speed the penitent’s soul to 
the gates of Heaven, removing the punishment due to sin that they 
have already confessed, or at the very least, have fully repented 
from in their hearts. It does not guarantee someone will go straight 
to Heaven, but it clears everything off the road, so to speak, so 
that the soul can freely choose to run toward the arms of Jesus. 

The prayer is a supreme act of mercy and has great power, 
drawing on the authority given to Saint Peter to “bind and 
loose” (Matthew 16:19). It is a gift to a soul on their deathbed and 
has the added benefit of giving peace to family and friends, 
assuring them that they have done all they could do to bring a soul 
closer to the gates of Paradise. 
 

Canonizations: Pope Francis will preside at the canonization 

of Francisco and Jacinta Marto on May 13 during his visit to 
Fatima, Portugal, and on October 15, he will preside in Rome at 
the canonization of Faustino Miguez, a Piarist priest and founder 
of the Calasanctian Institute of the Daughters of the Divine 
Shepherdess. 
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St. Catherine of Siena - Feast April 29 
This year, our parish Confirmation is taking place on April 29, the 
feast of St Catherine of Siena, who was born during an outbreak 
of the plague in Siena, Italy on March 25, 1347. She was the 25th 
child born to her mother, although half of her brothers and sisters 
did not survive childhood. Catherine herself was a twin, but her 
sister did not survive infancy. Her mother was 40 when she was 
born. Her father was a cloth dyer. 

At the age of 16, Catherine's sister, Bonaventura, died, leaving her 
husband as a widower. Catherine's parents proposed that he 
marry Catherine as a replacement, but Catherine opposed this. 
She began fasting and cut her hair short to mar her appearance. 
Her parents attempted to resist this move to avoid marriage, but 
they were unsuccessful. Her fasting and her devotion to her 
family, convinced them to relent and allow her to live as she 
pleased. Catherine once explained that she regarded her father as 
a representation of Jesus and her mother as Our Lady, and her 

brothers as the apostles, which helped her to better serve them. 

Despite Catherine's religious nature, she did not choose to enter a 
convent and instead she joined the Third Order of St. Dominic, 
which allowed her to associate with a religious society while living 
at home. Fellow Dominican sisters taught St. Catherine how to 
read. Meanwhile, she lived quietly, isolated within her family 
home. St. Catherine developed a habit of giving things away and 
she continually gave away her family's food and clothing to people 
in need. She never asked permission to give these things away, 
and she quietly put up with their criticisms. 

Something changed her when she was 21. She described an 
experience she referred to as her "mystical marriage to Christ." 
There are debates over whether or not St. Catherine was given a 
ring with some claiming she was given a bejeweled ring, and 

others claiming the ring was made of Jesus' skin. St. Catherine 
herself started the rumor of the latter in her writings, but she was 
known to often claim the ring itself was invisible. Such mystical 
experiences change people, and St. Catherine was no exception. 
In her vision, she was told to reenter public life and to help the 
poor and sick. She immediately rejoined her family and went out 
into the public to help people in need. She often visited hospitals 
and homes where the poor and sick were found, and her activities 
quickly attracted followers who helped her in her mission to serve 
the poor and sick. 

St. Catherine was drawn further into the world as she worked, and 
eventually she began to travel, calling for the reform of the 
Church and for people to confess their sins and to love God 
totally. She became involved in politics, and was key in working to 
keep the Papal States loyal to the Pope. She was also credited 
with helping to start a crusade to the Holy Land. On one occasion, 
she visited a condemned political prisoner and was credited with 
saving his soul, which she saw being taken up to heaven at the 
moment of his death. She  allegedly was given the stigmata, but 
like her ring, it was visible only to herself. She asked Bl. Raymond 
of Capua to be her confessor and spiritual director. 

From 1375 onwards, St. Catherine began dictating letters to 
scribes. She became involved in the fractured politics of her time, 
but was instrumental in restoring the Papacy to Rome and in 
brokering peace deals during a time of factional conflict and war 
between the Italian city states. In 1378, the Great Schism began, 
splitting the allegiance of Christendom between two, then three, 
popes and putting even saints on opposing sides. Catherine spent 
the last two years of her life in Rome, in prayer and pleading on 

behalf of the cause of Urban VI and the unity of the Church. She 
also established a monastery for women in 1377 outside of Siena. 
She is credited with composing over 400 letters, her Dialogue, 

which is her definitive work, and her prayers. These works are so 
influential that St. Catherine would later be declared a Doctor of 
the Church. She is one of the most influential and popular saints 
in the Church. 

By 1380, the 33-year-old mystic had become ill, possibly because 
of her habit of extreme fasting. Her confessor, Blessed Raymond 
of Capua, ordered her to eat, but she replied that she found it 
difficult to do so, and that possibly she was ill. In January of 1380, 
her illness accelerated her inability to eat and drink. Within weeks, 
she was unable to use her legs. She died on April 29, following a 
stroke just a week prior. 

In 1939, she and Francis of Assisi were declared co-patrons of 
Italy. Pope Paul VI named her and Teresa of Avila the first female 
doctors of the Church in 1970. St. Catherine's feast day is April 29, 
she is the patroness against fire, illness, Italy, miscarriages, 
people ridiculed for their faith, sexual temptation, and nurses. 

  
Confirmation is on Saturday  
Bishop John Jenik, an auxiliary bishop of the Archdiocese of New 
York and the vicar for the Northwest Bronx, will celebrate the 
Sacrament of Confirmation here at St. Helena on Sat., April 29 at 
2PM.  He will confirm 42 young men and women.   

Confirmation is the sacrament by which Catholics receive a 
special outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Through Confirmation, the 
Holy Spirit gives them the increased ability to practice their 
Catholic faith in every aspect of their lives and to witness Christ in 
every situation. 

The effects of Confirmation are as follows: 

• An increased portion of the gifts of the Holy Spirit: 
wisdom, knowledge, right judgment, understanding, 
courage, piety, and fear of the Lord 

• A deepening and strengthening of the grace received at 
Baptism, which is considered the presence of God in the 
soul 

• A more intimate relationship with Jesus Christ 

• A closer bond with the Catholic Church 

• The ability to take a greater, more mature role in the 
Church's mission of living the Christian faith daily and 
witnessing to Christ everywhere 

• A special mark, or character, on the soul that can never 
be erased 

Each person's ability to embrace these effects depends on his or 
her openness to the sacrament and willingness to accept it as 
God's personal gift. 

In the Archdiocese of New York, Confirmation is usually 
administered to young people in seventh grade who are ready to 
take on a more adult role in the Church. These candidates for 
Confirmation are called confirmands. Most were baptized as 
infants and are now called to accept the Catholic faith as their own 
and make a commitment to live it out with God's help. The 
confirmands participated in two years of preparation classes 
before receiving the sacrament. As part of that preparation, each 
confirmand chooses a 'Confirmation name' (usually that of a 
favorite saint), which indicates that he or she is ready to assume a 
new position in the community. You will notice that the name of 
that Saint is printed on the stole-like scarf that they will wear 
around their neck at the Mass.  They will receive that scarf at a 

special “Stole” Mass on Tues., April 25 at 7:30PM in the Church. 

Adults joining the Catholic Church also receive the sacrament of 
Confirmation after baptism and a period of instruction. They, too, 
must freely accept the Catholic faith and commit to practicing it at 
all times. Adults receive their training as part of the Rite of 
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Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) program, and they usually 
receive the Sacrament of Confirmation at the Easter Vigil Mass, 
just as 60 men and women did this year here at St. 
Helena.  However, any baptized person, even an infant, may 
receive Confirmation, and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit that it 
provides, if he or she is in danger of death. 

Confirmation is typically administered by a bishop although priests 
can also give this sacrament in certain circumstances, especially 
to adults entering the Church at the Easter Vigil. 

The rite of Confirmation, which usually takes place during Mass, 
begins when the bishop extends his hands over the confirmands 
and prays, 'All powerful God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, by 
water and the Holy Spirit You freed Your sons and daughters from 
sin and gave them new life. Send Your Holy Spirit upon them to 
be their helper and guide. Give them the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of right judgment and courage, the spirit 
of knowledge and reverence. Fill them with the spirit of wonder 
and awe in Your presence. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Each confirmand then comes forward individually to receive the 
sacrament from the bishop. The confirmand is accompanied by 
his or her sponsor, an adult Catholic who serves as a mentor and 
provides an example of a faith-filled life. As the sponsor places his 
or her hand on the confirmand's shoulder, the bishop first anoints 
the confirmand on the forehead with chrism (holy oil that has 
been blessed by the bishop at the Chrism Mass on Holy Thursday 
morning). Then he lays his hands on the confirmand. Finally, 
calling the confirmand by his or her Confirmation name, the 
bishop says, 'Be sealed with the gift of the Holy Spirit.' This is the 
essential rite of the sacrament. In order that we may have such a 
concern for Church and neighbor, in deed as well as in feeling, 
the sacrament of Confirmation gives us a special grace and a 
special power. 

Just as the “mark” of Baptism made us sharers with Christ in His 
role of priest, giving us the power to participate with Him in divine 
worship, so also the character of Confirmation makes us sharers 
with Christ in His role of prophet or teacher. We now participate 
with Him in the task of extending His kingdom by adding new 
souls to His Mystical Body. Our words and our works are directed 
not merely to our own sanctification but also to the purpose of 
making Christ’s truths alive and real for those around us. 
 

LARGE RAFFLE ITEMS STILL NEEDED FOR OUR 

PARISH CARNIVAL: June 22-25. Big ticket items still 

wanted. Need a Business Deduction? Do you have a gift you 

have never used or opened? To donate, please call the rectory. 

Remember, large donations are tax deductible. 

On Saturday, April 29th at 2PM, Bishop 

John Jenik will confer the Sacrament of 

Confirmation on 35 students of St. Helena 

Parish and 5 from Msgr. Scanlan High 

School.  Congratulations students, and 

thank you to Mr. Peter Carolan and         

Fr. Richard for their diligent preparation  

of these students. 
 

SABADO, ABRIL 29 A LAS 2 PM: El 

Obispo John Jennie conferirá el 

Sacramento de la Confirmación a 35 

estudiantes de Santa Helena y a 5 de 

Msgrs, Scanlan High School. Gracias a Mr. Peter Carolan y al P. 

Richard por la diligente preparación de cada uno de esos jóvenes.  

 
                  St. Helena School 
 

              Justin “Nicholas” Abreu            

                 Nicole “Joan of Arc” Buitron   

           Kaetlyn “Nicholas” Chavez   

           Maria “Joseph the Worker” Delgado              

            Nathalia “Joan of Arc” Diaz   

                 Jenesia “Anne” Getfield    

        Kayla “Therese of Lisieux” Green  

Samuel “Francis of Assisi” Guardiola 

  Rio “Veronica” Storm Lawrence 

Francisco “Anthony of Padua” Mattei 

Jalis “Catherine of Siena” McMyers 

Uchenna “Frances of Rome” Obumneme-Akaneme 

Logan “Francis of Assisi” Ortiz 

Alice “Mary, Mother of God” Paredes 

Julia “Giana Beretta Molla” Shavuo 

Jayden “Agnes of Bohemia” Smith 

Devonne “Peter” Stewart 

Mia “Rose of Lima” Tejeda 
 

       St. Helena Religious Education 
     Maribel “Mary”Alley           

                              Edwin “Nicholas” Avendano       

                                     Ivan “Luke” Chavez 

                    Angel “Nicholas” Flores 

Elianny “Inés” Hernandez 

Gabriel “Juan Diego” Hernandez 

James “Thomas More” Hernandez 

Noelia “Mary” Hernandez  

Daisy “Guadalupe” Huerta  

Bryan “Patrick” Lara 

Gabriela “Michelle” Lizandro 

Vanessa  “Therese” Lopez 

Jason “Jude” Mejia 

Jonathan “Joseph” Reyes 

Jesus “Francis” Rojas 

Elvira “Anne” Serrano 

Brenden “John” Velez 

 

 Msgr. Scanlan H.S. Confirmandi 
     Jill Iglesias   

 Amy “Guadalupe” Perez   

Emily “de Jesus” Perez 

Yaselie “Theresa of Calcutta” Santiago 

Jeremiah “Xander” Singh 
 

 

OFFERING ENVELOPES 

Sunday, April 16, 2017                              $3,856.00 

Easter Offering                                             7,089.11 

Holy Thursday                                              1,444.00 

Good Friday                                                  1,372.00 
 

  Our weekly budget, (Nuestro presupuesto semanal es) $4,423.00 

Thank you to everyone for your generosity and for your support and 

for all that you do for St. Helena’s Parish. We are currently working 

on our air conditioning system and our various drainage systems. 

We had over 2,300 people attend Mass this past weekend, which is 

double our usual attendance, and as you can see, you were very 

generous, and we thank you for it. I ask you to please consider 

increasing your regular weekly offerings a little so that we can 

exceed our 2017 weekly budget goal and be able to pay for much 

needed physical plant improvements. 
 

Gracias a todos por su generosidad y por todo lo que hacen por esta 

Iglesia de St. Helena. 



FIRST PENANCE will be celebrated on Wednesday, April 26 

at 4PM for some of the students in our Religious Education 

classes who will receive First Holy Communion on May 6. Other 

students will celebrate the sacrament on either Wed., May 3 at 

4PM or  Thursday, May 4 at 4PM.  Our  St. Helena students 

will celebrate the sacrament on May 4 at 1:30PM.  Reconciliation 

is a sacrament by which a person renews a love relationship with 

God and the community. First Penance is the first time a child 

will meet Jesus when he or she is sorry for doing something 

wrong ON PURPOSE.  The child expresses sorrow for their sins 

and the intention not to sin again.  In the sacrament of 

reconciliation, the child:  makes peace with the community, 

celebrates God’s forgiving love, and receives help to live a better 

life. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

SECOND COLLECTION-Next week, we will take up the 

Collection for the Church in Central and Eastern Europe. This 

collection supports the Church in over 20 countries, many of 

which are still struggling to recover in the aftermath of Soviet 

rule. Funds from this collection support pastoral care, catechesis, 

building renovations, and seminary formation. Your support 

restores the Church and builds the future in this region. 

Please prayerfully consider how you can support the collection 

next week. More info. can be found at www.usccb.org/ccee. 
 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

 Thank you to everyone who participated in our monthly 

drawing. Our  monthly 50/50 drawing is only $5/month. 

Pink 50/50 envelopes are available both in your mailed 

offertory envelopes as well as at the entrances to the 

church.  The April drawing will take place on May 1.  

 ENGLISH FAMILY SESSION will meet today, Sunday, 

April 23 at 11:30AM in the cafeter ia. The topics will be 

Social Justice and the Works of Mercy and Conscience and 

Moral Decision Making.  

 BIBLE STUDY-This semester, we are conducting a 24-

week Bible Study of the Gospel of Matthew. This Tuesday, 

April 25, the English Class will study Chapter  17 at 1PM 

and 7:30PM in the green building. The Spanish class meets 

at 7PM in the cafeteria. 

 MARIA (HILDA) ROMEU SILVESTRY, one of the 

founding members of the parish Spanish Charismatic Prayer 

Group here at St. Helena passed away this week at age 95.  

She also worked for many years in the rectory of Holy 

Rosary Church.  Her funeral Mass was this past Thursday. 

 ENGLISH CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP meets 

every Wednesday at 7:30PM in the meeting room of the 

Green Parish Center. Everyone is welcome to attend. 

 SPANISH CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP meets 

every Monday at 7PM in the Church. 

 NEXT BAPTISM PREP CLASSES will be held on 

Thursday, May 4 and May 18 at 7PM. Please br ing a 

copy of the child’s birth certificate as well as either a letter 

of suitability for the godparents from their local pastor or a 

copy of the godparent’s Confirmation Certificate and if a 

godparent is married, a copy of their Catholic Marriage 

Certificate. 

 YOUTH GROUP for  ages 12-18 meets on Fridays from 7-

9PM in the gym.  

 BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP meets on 

Saturdays at 11AM for  6 weeks in the Green Par ish 

Center. The group is intended for those who are grieving the 

loss of a loved one or a dear friend. To register or for more 

information about this program, contact:  Jessica Perez at 

jeniperez_s@yahoo.com. 

 PARISH BOOKSTORE is open every Sunday from 

8:30AM to 1PM. New items have ar r ived. 

 FREE JOB SKILLS WORKSHOPS-Tiffany Drysdale will 

offer two free one-hour workshops in the Green Building 

Meeting Room that will help sharpen one’s job-seeking 

skills.  The first will be Interview 101 on Sunday, May 7 at 

11:30 a.m.  This workshop will teach skills concerning how 

best to interview for a job.  The second workshop is Resume 

Building on Sunday, June 4 at 11:30 a.m.  This workshop 

will teach resume writing skills that will help land you that 

initial interview.  Drysdale is a job recruiter in the health-

care field, and she will be offering her knowledge to people 

in the community who are looking for employment.  For 

more information, call the rectory at 718-892-3232. 

 50th WEDDING ANNIVERSARY-Our parishioners 

celebrating their 50th Wedding Anniversary anytime during 

2017 are invited to attend the Annual Golden Wedding 

Jubilee Mass with Cardinal Dolan at the Cathedral of St. 

Patrick, Sunday, June 11th at 2:00 pm. Pre-registration is 

required. Please contact the rectory for registration. The 

closing date to register for the Mass is Friday, May 12th. 

This event is sponsored by the Family Life + Respect Life 

Office of the Archdiocese of New York. 

 SHORT TERM COUNSELING AVAILABLE-St. Helena 

parishioners have access to affordable, short-term 

professional counseling available at convenient locations 

throughout the Archdiocese.  Up to six sessions can take 

place with just a $10 co-pay per session. For more 

information, please contact one of our priests. 
 AA BIG BOOK STUDY meets every Sat., 7-8:30PM in 

the green building. 

 CO-DEPENDENTS ANNONYMOUS meets every 

Monday from 7-8:30PM in the green building. 

 APARTMENTS WANTED-Within the Parkchester area. If 

you know of one that is available, please call the Rectory. 
 FORMED-New Fatima Resources are now on 

FORMED.  Resources are available in both English and 

Spanish. These include the documentary The 13th Day and 

the movie Finding Fatima. St. Helena’s Parish has a free 

subscription to an online platform called FORMED, and all 

parishioners have unlimited access to faith formation 

programs, Bible Studies, Catholic-themed movies and 

Please Pray for the Sick of our Parish 

Joanne Frances Bernadette Sanabria, Sylvia Carballo,  

Ruben Mercado, Mike Adorno, Catherine Holden, 

Carmelle and Nicole Antoine, Indrowdi Sadu, Rosa Pena,  

Brenda Jackson, James Leunge, Carole Primak, Joan Ricci,  

Lucy Cannavacciuolo,  Aaron Sylvester, Sean Gaffney,  

Bertha Mero, Peter Vaccaro, Gino Vaccaro, Ronald Horne,  

Doris Waldropt, Milagro Vasquez, Juana Carmen Rodriguez,  

Ynes Tavarez, Theresa Delevan, Jenny Mauro,   

Mariana Rivera, Annissa Ramratansingh, Catherine Gregson,  

Noemi Cross,  Arley Johnson, Josefina Gonzalez,  

Rosa Amelia Escribano Santiago, Fr. Andrew Buechele,  

Joseph Lopez, John Ford, Dick Williams, Melanie Rosario,              

Ayyapan Pandikatil, Anna Baez, Mary T. Early, Carol and Doug Corry 
 

Please Pray for the Deceased and their Grieving Families:    
Wallace Chapman, Maria Victoria Gambino, Iris Pineiro,                   

Jose Manuel Espinosa, Carmen Solano, Humberto Pierto, Jean Collins, 

Maria Romeu Silvestry, Blanca Luz Rayan, Nancy Olivarez,            

James Mauro, Jr.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             



programs, enjoy music, e-books and much more. It is very 

easy to register with FORMED. FIRST go to formed.org and 

click the REGISTER link in the middle of the page; enter the 

parish code 2KQQYD and your email, then click “Go.” Fill 

in the registration information.  After registering, you will 

receive a message asking you to verify your email address. 

Check your email (it may be in your spam folder) and click 

VERIFY.  You will be prompted to login.  You can then 

enjoy using FORMED. 
 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 COMMUNITY BOARD NINE SPRING CARNIVAL 

will take place from April 20 - April 30 from 2-10PM at 

1121 Morrison Ave. 

 HOLY CROSS CHURCH  600 Soundview Ave, Bx, Divine 

Mercy Sunday Bi-Lingual Celebration, Sunday, April 23. for 

more information, please call 718-893-5550. 

 THE HUNCHBACK OF NOTRE DAME will be 

presented April 28-29, May 5-6 at 7:30PM and May 7 at 

2PM at Archbishop Stepinac HS, 950 Mamaroneck Ave., 

White Plains.  Tickets are $22/adult and $18/child & 

senior.  Call 914-946-4800 X 200 for  more info..  

 PRESTON HIGH SCHOOL “CASINO ROYALE” 

CARD PARTY-Saturday, April 29 at 6PM. Preston High 

School Gym.  Tickets $25, tables of 10 $200. Ticket price 

includes snacks, soda, coffee and dessert. 

 NEW YORK CATHOLIC YOUTH DAY will take place 

on Saturday, April 29 at St. Joseph’s Seminary in Yonkers. 

The cost is $20/person. Call the rectory if you are interested. 

 INTERNATIONAL FOOD SALE & FLEA MARKET-

Purchase food from a variety of countries and find 

“treasures” in the flea market. Santa Maria Parish, Sunday, 

April 30 from 9AM-3PM (below the church in the          

St. Joseph’s Parish Hall, 2352 St. Raymond’s Ave). 

 MOTHERS DAY DINNER DANCE-First annual dinner 

dance at Santa Maria Parish, Saturday, May 20 from 6:30-

11:30PM (below the church in the St. Joseph’s Par ish 

Hall, 2352 St. Raymond’s Ave) Tickets $30 per person; 

bring your mom and she pays $20. Children under 12 pay 

only $10. Includes dinner, music and a chance to win 2 raffle 

prizes. For tickets call the Rectory at 718-828-2380 or e-mail 

b265@archny.org. 

 THIRTEEN TUESDAY’S IN HONOR OF                     

ST. ANTHONY-The traditional devotion continues every 

Tuesday until June 6 at 7PM at St. Anthony’s Par ish. 

 PILGRIMAGE TO FATIMA-Fr. John Palatucci, a former 

Parochial Vicar here at St. Helena, is leading a pilgrimage to 

Fatima June 26-July 6 for  the 100th Anniversary of the 

Marian apparitions. The trip will include a journey through 

Spain to visit Santiago de Compostela and Avila. For more 

info, call the rectory or Fr. John at (845) 735-7405 or            

e-mail:johnfrancisx10@gmail.com. 

 FREE ONLINE BIBLE STUDY-The St. Paul Center 

presents a free online Bible Study Course entitled The Bible 

and the Sacraments.  Free streaming of this eleven-part 

series is ONLY available during this Lenten and Easter 

season.  A new lesson is posted each week, and lessons will 

remain online for two weeks.  To sign up, go to 

www.bibleandthesacraments.com  

 FREE ONLINE FAITH FORMATION COURSES for  

those in parish ministry and those who wish to learn more 

about their faith.  Sign up at: www.nycatholicfaith.org/learn 
 

ANUNCIOS EN ESPANOL 
 SE NECESITAN BUENOS PREMIOS PARA LA RIFA 

DEL CARNAVAL: Con su colaboración podremos 

vender bastantes boletas para la rifa. Además los premios 

donados pueden ser deducibles de los impuestos. Puedes 

donarlos en la rectoría.  

 NUEVAS MEDIDAS DE SEGURIDAD EN LA 

PARROQUIA: La arquidiócesis nos ha informado 

recientemente que por razones de seguridad la parroquia 

debe estar con llave durante el tiempo que no se celebra la 

Eucaristía. Sin embargo, los miembros de la Iglesia que 

deseen rezar durante ese tiempo pueden entrar por la 

rectoría. Agradecemos su comprensión.  

 MIERCOLES DE LA MISERICORDIA: Ven los 

miércoles a adorar al Santísimo y a vivir con alegría el 

misericordioso regalo de la Eucaristía. Invita a tus amigos y 

familiares a esta fiesta de amor!!!  

 GRUPO DE ORACIÓN: Todos los lunes de 7 pm a 9 pm. 

Ven a alabar y adorar al Señor.  

 LEGION DE MARIA: Todos los viernes a las 7 pm, ven 

a rezar el Rosario y a planear servicio a la comunidad. 

 ABC, GRUPO JUVENIL: Invita a tus hijos a par ticipar  

de esta gran oportunidad de hacer amigos mientras se 

aprenden valores de vida y de fe importantes para la vida. 

Encuentros los viernes de 7 pm a 9 pm en el gimnasio.   

 CLASES DE BAUTISMO EN MAYO: Mayo 4 y Mayo 

18a las 7 pm. Traer copia del certificado de nacimiento. Si 

los padrinos son casados deben traer el certificado de 

matrimonio de la Iglesia. Si son solteros deben traer el 

certificado de la Confirmación o una carta de la Iglesia a la 

que pertenecen en donde se dice que ellos pueden ser 

padrinos de Bautismo.  

BUEN DIA, HERMANOS: 
Hola queridos amigos, feliz domingo de la Divina Misericordia. 

Todo lo que vivimos en el día a día de nuestras vidas y todo lo 

que, como creyentes, vivimos en nuestra relación con Dios, es 

fruto sin duda de su amor y misericordia. Es por esa misericordia 

que Dios Padre nunca ha dejado de confiar en nosotros, a pesar 

de nuestro pecado. Es por esa misericordia que Dios Padre nos 

envió a su Hijo, para que de Él comprendiéramos lo amados que 

somos. Es por esa misericordia que el Hijo se entregó 

voluntariamente por nosotros en la cruz y es por esa misma 

misericordia que el Hijo quiere que participemos también en su 

resurrección, por medio de la acción del Espíritu que nos dejó 

cuando fue de regreso al Padre.  
 

Vivimos un maravilloso misterio, que siendo misterio no 

significa que no pueda ser comprendido. Es misterio porque es 

tan grande que no tenemos vida suficiente en la tierra para 

comprenderlo en su totalidad. Sin embargo, el mismo Dios nos 

acompaña paso a paso para que cada día comprendamos un poco 

más y de esa manera alcancemos, en forma progresiva, la 

santidad a la cual permanentemente nos invita.  
 

Hemos estado leyendo y escuchando las lecturas en una semana 

que tiene un nombre muy especial, Octava de Pascua, nombre 

que se le da porque es una semana entera de reflexión en el 

maravilloso misterio de la resurrección de nuestra Salvador. En el 

libro de los Hechos de los Apóstoles hemos leído el famoso 

discurso de Pedro en Pentecostés. Este discurso es muy 

importante para nosotros porque, como dijimos con respecto al 

tiempo de Cuaresma, ella apunta a la Pascua que es el misterio de 

la pasión, muerte y resurrección del Señor. Sin embargo, la 

http://formed.org/


historia tampoco termina con la resurrección. La Pascua apunta a 

Pentecostés que es la fecha en la que Iglesia celebra el don del 

Espíritu Santo, el don más grande que Dios nos ha dado para 

acompañarnos en nuestro camino de regreso al Padre.  
 

Con su muerte Cristo quitó el obstáculo que nos separaba de Dios 

y por eso la vida, la presencia de Dios puede ‘circular’ en 

nosotros, puede hacerse vida en nosotros. O sea, ya reconciliados 

con Dios por medio de la sangre del Cordero, entendemos mejor 

su lógica, participamos mejor de su vida y palpitamos con su 

mismo amor. Eso es Pentecostés. Por eso podemos decir que la 

Pascua queda incompleta sin Pentecostés. Sin Pentecostés la 

Pascua sería un recuerdo, sería la historia o la anécdota de un 

hombre que sufrió santamente y murió horriblemente. No sería 

más que eso.  
 

Pentecostés, en cambio, nos permite recibir el mismo amor, el 

mismo Espíritu de Cristo. Esto es lo que nos permite vivir y 

pensar como Él lo hizo, eso es lo que permite que a pesar de 

nuestras debilidades, de nuestras pequeñeces, de nuestras 

dificultades, de nuestras peleas tontas con el hermano por cosas 

que a veces ni valen la pena, sigamos hacia adelante caminando 

como comunidad y como discípulos del Resucitado.  
 

Por eso Pentecostés es un fruto de vida, porque el Espíritu Santo 

al igual que la resurrección, no son simplemente teorías. No se 

trata de algo que aprendemos o que aceptamos porque alguien 

nos lo enseña, es mucho más que eso. Pentecostés es ante todo 

una corriente vital, es la ‘energía de Dios actuando en nosotros’. 

Pero esta energía no es una parte de Dios ni un atributo suyo, es 

Dios mismo, es la tercera persona de la Trinidad. Es el mismo 

Espíritu del cual habla el libro del Génesis cuando dice que “el 

Espíritu aleteaba sobre las aguas”. Es el mismo Espíritu que Jesús 

recibió durante su bautismo. Es el mismo Espíritu que desciende 

sobre los apóstoles en Pentecostés. Ese es el don de vida que 

Dios ha entregado a cada bautizado, a cada persona que cree en 

Él y que decide seguir el camino del discipulado.  
 

Por eso es muy importante hacer el seguimiento de las lecturas de 

este tiempo. Allí Dios mismo nos va explicando el misterio del 

cual quiere que también nosotros participemos. Si quieres 

conocer a Dios debes leer y meditar las Escrituras, ese es el 

verdadero camino del conocimiento de la Verdad de Dios y de su 

misterio actuando en nuestra vida.  
 

Por ahora recuerda que el Espíritu es esa energía de vida y de 

amor que llamamos Dios y que está en un dinamismo permanente 

en nuestras vidas, dándonos la oportunidad cada día, de vivir ese 

amor inclusive en un mundo en donde el pecado, el dolor y las 

injusticias parecieran tener la última palabra. No, la última 

palabra siempre la tiene la vida, siempre la tiene el amor y tú y yo 

podemos ser mensajeros de ese maravilloso mensaje.  
 

Esa energía penetra en forma profunda todo nuestro ser, nos 

transforma en la mente, en el corazón y en lo más íntimo de 

nuestra intimidad y por lo tanto transforma todo lo que hacemos. 

Es un proceso lento porque somos lentos para comprender y más 

lentos para cambiar, pero Dios nunca deja de trabajar, su fuerza y 

su Espíritu nunca nos abandonan y poco a poco va construyendo 

en cada uno de nosotros esa maravillosa obra de arte que es 

producto de su infinito amor por su creación y por todo lo creado.  
 

Es por eso que la Biblia, después de que Pedro habla lo presenta 

también actuando. En el capítulo tres del libro Hechos de los 

Apóstoles vemos a quien Jesús designó ser la cabeza de la Iglesia 

sanando a un paralítico de nacimiento, a uno que estaba 

condenado a vivir esclavo de su limitación. Ahora puede saltar y 

danzar con el nuevo poder y fuerza que recibe de Dios.  
 

Esa imagen debe quedar empresa en nosotros para comprender 

que la Pascua nos llena de la vida de Dios, nos sintoniza con 

Dios, con un Dios alegre, santo, bueno que transforma lo que 

somos y lo que tenemos. Feliz camino hacia Pentecostés! P. Nelson 

Mass Intentions 
SUNDAY, April 23, 2017-Sunday of Divine Mercy 
               7:30 Easter Novena 
               9:00   Gloria Mangual 
             10:30 Carmen Villanueva and Cesar Villanueva 
             12:00  Nurys Medina 
  Hereberto Melendez 
  Jose Alberto Espinal and La Familia Espinal 
  Elvis Lee Rosado 
              1:30 Mary Ellen O’Connor (Healing Intention) 
              5:00     Special Intentions of the Divine Child of Jesus 
  Our Parishioners 
MONDAY, April 24, 2017-Feast of St. Fedelis of Sigmaringen 
 6:50   Easter Novena 
  8:30 Ruddy Jimenez 
 12:15 Altagracia, Carmen, José & Manuel Capellan 
  Hereberto Melendez 
TUESDAY, April 25, 2017-Feast of St. Mark, Evangelist  
 6:50     Telma Anith and Family (Intentions) 
 8:30 Fedencio Robledo-2nd Year Death Anniv. 
 12:15 José Sanabria 
 7:30 Confirmation Stole Mass 
WEDNESDAY, April 26, 2017-Feast of St. Alda   
 6:50      Sick of St. Helena’s Parish  
 8:30 Charles Balais 
 12:15 Souls in Purgatory 
 7:00 Germania Zambrano 
THURSDAY, April 27, 2017-Feast of St. Zita 
 6:50 Ray and Nicoletta Dimichino 
 8:30 Christian Francisco Santiago 
 12:15 Terence Lorino (Intentions) 
FRIDAY, April 28, 2017-Feast of St. Peter Chanel 
 6:50 Divine Justice for the Attacks on Young  
  Women by Groups of Men 
 8:30 Kevin Maloney (Intentions) 
 12:15 Luz Aurora-Maldonado (Aniversario) 
SATURDAY, April 29, 2017-Feast of St. Catherine of Siena
 6:50 Claire Maguire Byrne 
 8:30 Adolfo Guimil Torres 
 11:00 Wedding– Tony Cinto & Elvira Xique 
 12:15 Ann Sheehan 
 2:00 Confirmation 
 5:30 Terence Lorino (Intentions) 
SUNDAY, April 30, 2017-Third Second Sunday of Easter       
               7:30     Special Intentions for Our Lady of Guadalupe 
               9:00   Julie Lane 
             10:30 Jaime Martell and Maria Martell 
             12:00  Luis Quinones 
  Lidya Ureña 
              1:30 Mr. and Mrs. G. Scanlon 
              5:00 Our Parishioners 
 

Readings for the Week of April 23, 2017 

Sunday: Acts 2:42-47/Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24/1 Pt 1:3-9/Jn 

20:19-31 

Monday: Acts 4:23-31/Ps 2:1-9/Jn 3:1-8 

Tuesday: 1 Pt 5:5b-14/Ps 89:2-3, 6-7, 16-17/Mk 16:15-20 

Wednesday: Acts 5:17-26/Ps 34:2-9/Jn 3:16-21 

Thursday: Acts 5:27-33/Ps 34:2, 9, 17-20/Jn 3:31-36 

Friday: Acts 5:34-42/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14/Jn 6:1-15 

Saturday: Acts 6:1-7/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19/Jn 6:16-21 

Next Sunday: Acts 2:14, 22-33/Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-11/1 Pt 1:17-21/

Lk 24:13-35 


