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HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY 
Today, millions of people across the 
world take the day to honor their 
mothers, to thank them for giving them 
life, for raising them, for being their 
constant support, and for being their 
mother. 

The earliest known history of Mother's 
Day dates back to the ancient annual 
spring festival that the Greeks 
dedicated to maternal goddesses. The occasion was to honor 
Rhea, wife of Cronus and the mother of many gods of Greek 
mythology. Ancient Romans also celebrated a spring festival, 
called Hilaria, dedicated to Cybele, a mother goddess. 
Ceremonies in honor of Cybele began approximately 250 years 
before Jesus Christ was born. Celebrated on the Ides of March, 
offerings in the Temple of Cybele lasted for three days and 
included parades and games. 

Early Christians celebrated a day to honor mothers during a 
festival on the fourth Sunday of Lent. Originally the celebration 
was to honor the Virgin Mary, the Mother of Christ, however, the 
holiday was later expanded in England to include all mothers. 
Thus the celebration was called Mothering Sunday. More recent 
history of Mother's Day dates back to the 1600s in England. A 
Mothering Sunday was celebrated every year on the fourth 
Sunday of Lent to honor every mother. Children brought gifts and 
flowers for their mothers after a prayer service in the church, to 
honor Virgin Mary. Servants, apprentices, and other employees 
who were away from home were actually encouraged by their 
employers to visit and honor their mothers. The annual custom of 
celebrating Mothering Sunday almost died out by the 19th century. 
The day came to be celebrated again, however, after World War II, 
when American servicemen brought back the custom. 

Activist and social worker Mrs. Anna Marie Reeves Jarvis inspired 
her daughter Anna Jarvis to express her desire that someday all 
mothers should be recognized and celebrated. Anna Jarvis is 
recognized as the initial founder of Mother's Day in the United 
States, although she never married nor had any children. She is 
known as the Mother of Mother's Day, an appropriate title for 
someone who worked so hard to see the day of honoring mothers 
being celebrated. When her mother died in 1905, she made a pact 
with herself to fulfill her mother's wish of having a celebrated day 
for mothers around the world. Anna sent carnation flowers to 
honor her mother, as they were her mother's favorite flower and 
felt that they symbolized a mother's pure love. Anna, along with 
supporters, wrote letters to people who had the power to make the 
official declaration of a Mother's Day holiday. By 1911, Mother's 
Day was celebrated in almost every state and on May 8, 1914, 
President Wilson signed a Joint Resolution which designated the 
second Sunday of May as Mother's Day. 

Today is meant as a day to thank all mothers. To thank them for 
their love, their support, and for, quite simply, being a mother. So 
this Sunday, on Mother's Day, show your mother the love she 
deserves. 
 

THE MAY CROWNING 
Today, the Fatima Statue of our Blessed Mother will be crowned 
by the First Holy Communicants during the 10:30AM Family Mass 
and the Noon Spanish Mass. A May Crowning is a traditional 
devotion in which an image of the Blessed Virgin Mary is crowned, 
usually with a wreath of flowers. It may be done either within or 
outside the context of a Mass.  This act of filial devotion is done in 
the springtime, during the month of May to recognize Mary as 
Queen of Heaven, Queen of Earth, and Queen of Peace. 

Statues and other iconographic images can be "windows into 
heaven". The crowning of sacred images with herbs and flowers is 
an ancient tradition. The crowns call to mind the victory wreaths 

that await the baptized in the fullness of time. All God's children 
are called to accept their responsibilities as the royal heirs to the 
throne of heaven. 

Coronation is one form of reverence frequently shown to images of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary. It is especially from the end of the 16th 
century that in the West the practice became widespread for the 
faithful, both religious and laity, to crown images of the Blessed 
Virgin. The popes not only endorsed this devout custom, but on 
many occasions, either personally or through bishop-delegates, 
carried out the coronation of Marian images. 

The queen symbol was attributed to Mary because she was a 
perfect follower of Christ, who is the absolute "crown" of creation. 
She is the Queen Mother, the Mother of the Son of God, who is 
the messianic King. Mary is the Mother of Christ the King, the 
Word Incarnate. "He will be great and will be called Son of the 
Most High; the Lord will give him the throne of his father David, 
and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; and of his 
Kingdom, there will be no end" (Lk 1:32-33). Elizabeth greeted the 
Blessed Virgin, pregnant with Jesus, as "the mother of my 
Lord" (Lk 1:41-43). Mary is the perfect follower of Christ. The maid 
of Nazareth consented to God's plan; she journeyed on the 
pilgrimage of faith; she listened to God's Word and kept it in her 
heart; she remained steadfastly in close union with her Son, all the 
way to the foot of the Cross; she persevered in prayer with the 
Church. Thus, in an eminent way she won the "crown of 
righteousness" (2 Tim 4:8), the "crown of life" (Jas 1:12; Rev 
2:10), the "crown of glory" (1 Pet 5:4) that is promised to those 
who follow Christ. 
 

WHO GAVE US THE TERM "CHRISTIAN?" 
In the Acts of the Apostles, Saint Luke mentions the city of Antioch 
and the great contribution it made to Christianity: “So Barnabas 
went to Tarsus to look for Saul; and when he had found him, he 
brought him to Antioch. For a whole year they met with the church, 
and taught a large company of people; and in Antioch, the 
disciples were for the first time called Christians.” (Acts 11:25-26) 

However, Saint Luke does not go into the details about how this 
designation as “Christians” came about. For that, tradition gives us 
Saint Evodius, whose feast day is May 6.  St Evodius was the 
second bishop of Antioch after St Peter. 

Saint Peter the Apostle, the first pope, is said to have been the 
first bishop of Antioch and is believed to have founded the early 
Christian community there. While he did not remain in Antioch very 
long, Peter appointed a successor before he left. That successor 
was Saint Evodius, who became the second bishop of 
Antioch.  Saint Ignatius, who was the third bishop of Antioch, 
makes reference to him in one of his letters, saying, “Remember 
your blessed father Evodius, who was made your first pastor by 
the Apostles.” 

Little is known about Saint Evodius; however, one tradition states 
that he was one of the 70 disciples commissioned by Jesus Christ 
(cf. Luke 10:1). And it is also believed that Saint Evodius was 
principally responsible for naming the followers of Jesus 
“Christians” (in Greek Χριστιανός, or Christianos, meaning 
“follower of Christ”). 

At the time Antioch was home to many Jewish Christians who fled 
Jerusalem after Saint Stephen was stoned to death. While there, 
they began to preach to the Gentiles. The new mission became 
very successful and resulted in a strong community of believers. 
Most biblical scholars see the designation of “Christian” as an 
early way to distinguish their growing community from other Jews 
in the city. 

Tradition holds that Evodius served the Christian community in 
Antioch for 27 years, and the Orthodox Church teaches that he 
died a martyr’s death in the year 66 under the Roman emperor 
Nero. Others believe he died a natural death. 

ST. L BRONX,  
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May I Help You?” - St. Bernardine of Siena 

In the year 1400, a young man came to the door of the largest 

hospital in Siena. A plague was raging through the city so horrible 
that as many as twenty people died each day just in the hospital 
alone. And many of the people who died were those who were 
needed to tend the ill. It was a desperate situation -- more and 
more people were falling ill and fewer and fewer people were 
there to help them. 

The twenty-year-old man who stood there had not come because 
he was ill but because he wanted to help. And he brought not new 
patients but young men like himself willing to tend the dying. For 
four months, Bernardine and his companions worked day and 
night not only to comfort the patients but to organize and clean 
the hospital. Only at the end of the plague did Bernardine himself 
fall ill -- of exhaustion. 

The son of a noble family, he had been orphaned at seven and 

raised by an aunt. After her death, he went to Diena to study, and 
he threw himself into prayer  and fasting to discover what God 
wanted him to do. In 1403, he joined the Franciscans ,and in 
1404, he was ordained a priest. 

The Franciscans were known as missionary preachers, but 
Bernardine did very little preaching with because of a voice that 
was weak and hoarse. For twelve years he remained in the 
background. At the end of that time, he went to Milan on a 
mission. When he got up to preach his voice was strong and 
commanding and his words so convincing that the crowd would 
not let him leave unless he promised to come back. 

Thus began the missionary life of the one whom Pope Pius II 
called a second Paul. As usual, Bernardine through his whole self, 
body and soul, into his new career. He crisscrossed Italy on foot, 

preaching for hours at a time, several times a day. We are told he 
preached on punishment for sin as well as reward for virtue  but 
focusing in the end on the mercy of Jesus and the love of Mary. 
His special devotion was to the Holy Name of Jesus. 

Some who were jealous denounced him to the pope by saying he 
preached superstition. Silenced for a short while, Bernardine was 
soon cleared and went back to preaching. Bernardine refused 
several cities that wanted him as bishop but he was unable to 
avoid being named vicar general of his order. All his energy during 
that period went to renewing the original spirit of the order. 

Soon, however, Bernardine heard the call to go back to preaching 
which consumed his last days. As a matter of fact, even when it 
was clear he was dying, he preached fifty consecutive days. He 
died in 1444 when he was almost 64 years old. His Feast Day is 

Many 20. 
 

PEOPLE OF THE SEA-In the United States, May 22 will be a 

national day of prayer and remembrance for mariners and people 

of the sea. 
 

NEW PARKING POLICY-The Archdiocese of New York has 

ordered that out of concern for the safety of the students, on 

weekdays, no cars can drive beyond the Guadalupe Shrine 

during the hours of 7:30AM and 6:30PM.  That means that any 

cars that park in the back lot near the Westchester gate entrance 

cannot enter or leave that area between 7:30AM and 6:30PM, 

which is the hours that school is in session. 
 

MOTHER’S DAY NOVENAS are available both in English 

and in Spanish  at the two entrances to the church. What a 

wonderful way to remember and honor all mothers, whether 

living or deceased. 

SECOND COLLECTION THIS WEEKEND is a one-time 

only special collection that will help support the installation of 

mosaics in the large dome of the Basilica of the National Shrine 

of the Immaculate Conception in Washington, D.C.  
 

DIVINE MERCY PILGRIMAGE was a great success.  We 

brought two buses this year, and everyone had a spiritual and a 

wonderful time.  Thank you to everyone who planned and 

organized the event, as well as all of the people who attended.  A 

donation of $565 was made to benefit the church, and we thank 

everyone for their support and generosity.  
 

 

 

LARGE RAFFLE ITEMS STILL NEEDED FOR OUR 

PARISH CARNIVAL-June 22-25. Big ticket items still 

wanted. Need a Business Deduction? Do you have a gift you have 

never used or opened? To donate, please call the rectory. 

Remember, large donations are tax deductible. 
 

ENGLISH TUTORS NEEDED-The Piarist Fathers will have 

two seminarians arrive at St. Helena from Puerto Rico in early 

June for a four-week English emersion experience.  We are now 

looking for volunteers to assist them in Conversational English 

for one or two days a week for a one to a  one-and-a-half hour 

evening session.  If you are interested in assisting, please contact 

either Fr. Nelson or Fr. David and let us know of your availability. 
 

CARDINAL’S APPEAL-We are within $13,300 of  reaching 

our parish goal of $36,500 for the Cardinal’s Appeal. The diocese 

is not only looking for the amount of money pledged, but also for 

the number of parishioners who make pledges. Every donation 

counts, whether large or small. Thank you to all of you who have 

already donated to the appeal, and we encourage those of you 

who have not yet done so to contribute to this most worthy cause. 

 

Banns of Marriage 
                 I—Oscar Tepezila & Hortensia Bonilla 

             I-Mauricio Fuentes & Sofia Refugio Carrera 

      I -Manuel Eduardo Guasco  & Maria Lucinda Guasco  
 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

 APRIL 50/50 WINNER was #183 @ $225. Thank you to 

everyone who participated in our monthly drawing. 

Remember, it only costs $5 for your chance to win  Pink 

50/50 envelopes are available both in your mailed offertory 

envelopes as well as both entrances to the church and in the 

bookstore.   Enter the May drawing today. 

 MAY CROWNING will take place today, Mother’s Day, 

Sunday, May 14 dur ing both the 10:30AM Family Mass 

and the Noon, Spanish Mass. The First Communion  students 

will crown the Fatima Statue of Our Blessed Mother. 

 ENGLISH FAMILY SESSION on Sunday, May 21 at 

11:30AM in the cafeter ia. The topic will be Prayer , Forms 

of Prayer, and the Lord’s Prayer. 

 LAST RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASS will be 

Wednesday, May 24. 

 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROMOTION will be held 

on Sunday, May 28 at either the 10:30AM Family Mass or 

the Noon Spanish Mass. 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  
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 BIBLE STUDY-This semester, we are conducting a 24-

week Bible Study of the Gospel of Matthew. This Tuesday, 

May 16, the English Class will study Chapter  20 and 21 

at 1PM and 7:30PM in the green building. The Spanish class 

meets at 7PM in the cafeteria & is also studying St. 

Matthew.  

 ENGLISH CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP meets 

every Wednesday at 7:30PM in the meeting room of the 

Green Parish Center. Everyone is welcome to attend. 

 SPANISH CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP meets 

every Monday at 7PM in the Church.  

 JOIN ST. HELENA’S YOUTH CHOIR-Have fun 

learning how to sing and praising God.  Rehearsals are every 

Sunday at 8:30AM in the choir  loft of the church. 

 MOTHER’S DAY CELEBRATION-Today, the West 

African Community here at St. Helena, invites everyone to 

come to a special Mother's Day Celebration in the 

gymnasium on Sunday, May 14 from 2:30PM to 

10PM.  Come and celebrate Mom's special day with your 

parish family. 

 CARNIVAL PRE-SALE TICKETS ARE NOW ON 

SALE-The Parish Carnival is less than two months away, 

and pre-sale tickets are on sale this weekend. You can 

purchase a sheet of twelve tickets for $10, which will be 

enough for FOUR kiddie rides or THREE children’s rides, 

or one adult and one child and one kiddie ride.  Those 

same tickets will sell for $15 at the carnival.  You can also 

signup to volunteer to help out at the carnival, which will run 

for 29 hours over four days, June 22-25.  The more 

volunteers we have, the fewer number of hours any one 

volunteer would need to work.  Raffle tickets will soon go 

on sale.  They will be $2 each or three for $5.  So far, the top 

prizes are a flatscreen T.V. and a set of 14K gold earrings, 

but we are still looking for other BIG prizes.  If you have 

one to donate, please contact the rectory. Pre-sale tickets are 

available in the BOOKSTORE, in the RECTORY, and at a 

special table in the narthex.   

 NEXT BAPTISM PREP CLASS will be held on 

Thursday, May 18 at 7PM. Please br ing a copy of the 

child’s birth certificate as well as either a letter of suitability 

for the godparents from their local pastor or a copy of the 

godparent’s Confirmation Certificate and if a godparent is 

married, a copy of their Catholic Marriage Certificate. 

 YOUTH GROUP for  ages 12-18 meets on Fridays from 7-

9PM in the gym.  

 BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP meets on 

Saturdays at 11AM for  6 weeks in the Green Par ish 

Center. A new group will begin in June. The group is 

intended for those who are grieving the loss of a loved one or 

a dear friend. To register or for more information about this 

program, contact:  Jessica Perez at jeniperez_s@yahoo.com. 

 2018 MASS BOOK is now open. Come to the Rectory. 

 PARISH BOOKSTORE is open every Sunday from 

8:30AM to 1PM. New items have just ar r ived. 

 INTRODUCTION TO GYNECOLOGICAL HEALTH-

A new and healthy approach to planning families will take 

place on Saturday, June 3 at 4PM. All couples and singles 

are welcome. Come for a free introductory session in the 

rectory meeting room and learn about the Gift of Fertility 

and how to care for and manage it. For more information, 

call 718-842-2598. 

 50th WEDDING ANNIVERSARY-Our parishioners 

celebrating their 50th Wedding Anniversary anytime during 

2017 are invited to attend the Annual Golden Wedding 

Jubilee Mass with Cardinal Dolan at the Cathedral of St. 

Patrick, Sunday, June 11
th at 2:00 pm. Pre-registration is 

required. You must contact the rectory in order to register. 

This event is sponsored by the Family Life + Respect Life 

Office of the Archdiocese of New York. 

 SPECIAL PARISH WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES-St. 

Helena Parish will recognize all of those couples celebrating 

special wedding anniversaries in 2017 e.g. 25, 30, 35, 40, 

etc.  The celebration will take place on Sunday, June 4 at 

both the 10:30AM Family Mass and the NOON Spanish 

Mass. Please call the rectory and give us your name and 

which special anniversary that you are celebrating sometime 

during 2017. 

 AMERICAN-HISPANIC BRONX COMMUNITY 

PARTNERSHIP SUMMIT will take place on Sunday, 

May 21 from 1:30-7PM in St. Helena’s gymnasium.  Co-

hosted by 16 Things Kids Can Do, the summit will include a 

Career Fair from 1:30-5PM , A Legasy building Workshop 

from 2-3PM, a Basketball and Bonding Workshop from  

4-5PM, and a panel discussion and specific information 

from 5-6:30PM on 11 topics: debt, legal, savings, 

education, business ownership, taxes, health, asset 

protection, work, income improvement, and retirement. The 

purpose of the free summit is to provide essential 

information to help people of all ages connect the pieces so 

they can lead happier and more successful lives. For more 

info, call 212-213-0257. 

 NEW ON FORMED-Enhanced Browsing with Page 

Selections.  Resources are available in both English and 

Spanish. St. Helena’s Parish has a free subscription to an 

online platform called FORMED, and all parishioners have 

unlimited access to faith formation programs, Bible Studies, 

Catholic-themed movies and programs, enjoy music, e-books 

and much more. It is very easy to register with FORMED. 

FIRST go to formed.org and click the REGISTER link in the 

middle of the page; enter the parish code 2KQQYD and your 

email, then click “Go.” Fill in the registration 

information.  After registering, you will receive a message 

asking you to verify your email address. Check your email 

(it may be in your spam folder) and click VERIFY.  You will 

be prompted to login.  You can then enjoy using FORMED. 

 SHORT TERM COUNSELING AVAILABLE-St. Helena 

parishioners have access to affordable, short-term 

professional counseling available at convenient locations 

throughout the Archdiocese.  Up to six sessions can take 

OFFERING ENVELOPES 

Sunday, May 7, 2017                             $4,982.78   
 
 

  Our weekly budget, (Nuestro presupuesto semanal es) $4,423.00 

Thank you to everyone for your generosity and for your support and 

for all that you do for St. Helena’s Parish. We are currently working 

on our air conditioning system and our various drainage systems. 

We exceeded our weekly goal,  and we thank you for it. I ask you to 

please consider increasing your regular weekly offerings a little so 

that we can exceed our 2017 weekly budget goal and be able to pay 

for much needed physical plant improvements. 
 

Gracias a todos por su generosidad y por todo lo que hacen por esta 

Iglesia de St. Helena. 

http://formed.org/


place with just a $10 co-pay per session. For more 

information, please contact one of our priests. 
 AA BIG BOOK STUDY meets every Sat., 7-8:30PM in 

the green building. 

 CO-DEPENDENTS ANNONYMOUS meets every 

Monday from 7-8:30PM in the green building. 

 APARTMENTS WANTED-Within the Parkchester area. If 

you know of one that is available, please call the Rectory. 
 

ST. HELENA SCHOOL NEWS 
 LUPUS WALK-A St. Helena seventh grader, Tamea 

Beckford-Hutchinson, participated last weekend in the 

annual Walk to Fight Lupus. Lupus is a chronic 

inflammatory disease that occurs when your body's immune 

system attacks your own tissues and organs.  If you would 

like to support Tamea and make a donation to this worthy 

cause, please bring your donation to the rectory. Checks can 

be made out to the Lupus Foundation. 

 NYC DOE TITLE I, DISTRICT II-COUNSELOR OF 

THE YEAR- St. Helena’s School counselor , Sue Stern 

has been selected School Counselor of the Year by the New 

York City Department of Education. Stern is a kind and 

caring professional who has students put on shows each year 

that emphasize positive values. She also assists families and 

makes sure they receive the necessary support and services. 

She will receive her award on May 31. 

 ST. HELENA SCHOOL SPORTS NIGHT will take place 

at 6:30PM on Monday, May 15 in the gymnasium. 

 ST. HELENA SCHOOL BAND CONCERT on Monday, 

May 22 at 7PM in the gym. 

 MATTHEW MORILLO '15  has been selected to attend 

the prestigious George Washington University Summer 

Program in Washington, D.C., at which he will earn eight 

college credits. Morillo is a sophomore at All Hallows High 

School and is a striker on the school's soccer team. During the 

summer, he also will be a camp counselor at St. Vincent 

DePaul Camp. 

 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 TRANSPORTATION SERVICES FOR SENIORS to all 

medical appointments available Monday through Friday 

from 8AM-4PM. Call R.A.I.N. at 718-882-8513. 

THE EXCELSIOR SCHOLARSHIP: MAKING COLLEGE 

POSSIBLE-This year, Governor Cuomo and the New York State 

Legislature enacted the nation's first tuition-free degree program, 

the Excelsior Scholarship. The Scholarship is available to 

students enrolled at SUNY or CUNY school for the fall of 2017. 
 

In order to apply, students must: 

• Be residents of New York State 

• Plan to attend a SUNY or CUNY two- or four-year 

degree program 

• Take 30 credits per year and make progress towards 

graduation 

• Maintain good academic standing 

• Be on track to graduate on time with an Associate's 

Degree in two years or a Bachelor's Degree in four years 

The program goes into effect immediately, and is available for 

students whose families earn up to $100,000 annually beginning 

in the fall 2017. 

The application will be available June 7.  Visit www.hesc.ny.gov 

to learn more, and text COLLEGE to 81336 for updates. 

 NATION’S BIGGEST ONLINE COLLEGE FAIR will 

take place on May 17 from 10AM-10PM.  During this free 

online event, you can live chat with admissions counselors 

and much more. Visit: MayAA2017.CollegeWeekLive.com 

 HARRIGAN DANCE SHOWCASE PERFORMANCE 

on May 20 at the Lovinger Theater at Lehman College, 

a theatrical ballet focused on building awareness in 
an atmosphere of political unrest. This is not one to miss! It 

is the final performance to confer the 2017 dance season. 

 MOTHERS DAY DINNER DANCE-First annual dinner 

dance at Santa Maria Parish, Saturday, May 20 from 6:30-

11:30PM (below the church in the St. Joseph’s Par ish 

Hall, 2352 St. Raymond’s Ave) Tickets $30 per person; 

bring your mom and she pays $20. Children under 12 pay 

only $10. Includes dinner, music and a chance to win 2 raffle 

prizes. For tickets call the Rectory at 718-828-2380 or e-mail 

b265@archny.org. 

 TEDDY BEAR HOSPITAL at Montefiore Wakefield 

Campus, 600 East 233rd Street, Bronx.  Bring your favorite 

stuffed animal or doll for a free checkup on Sat., May 20 

from 10AM-2PM. Tour  a real ambulance, visit the 

emergency department, and receive an X-ray of your animal 

or doll.  For more information, call 800-636-6683. 

 INNOVATIONS IN WOMEN’S HEALTHCARE a 

seminar on Catholic women’s reproductive health. Tuesday, 

May 30 from 7-9PM (dinner  at 6). $30 donation, includes 

dinner. Clergy/religious go free. Hosted by Our Lady of 

Lebanon Cathedral, Brooklyn. Keynote, Dr. Paul Carpentier, 

Gianna Center at Good Samaritan Hospital. Call Marise 

Frangie at 914-393-8907 for more info, or to register email 

sanctityoflife@live.com. 

 THIRTEEN TUESDAY’S IN HONOR OF                     

ST. ANTHONY-The traditional devotion continues every 

Tuesday until June 6 at 7PM at St. Anthony’s Par ish. 

 PILGRIMAGE TO FATIMA-Fr. John Palatucci, a former 

Parochial Vicar here at St. Helena, is leading a pilgrimage to 

Fatima June 26-July 6 for  the 100th Anniversary of the 

Marian apparitions. The trip will include a journey through 

Spain to visit Santiago de Compostela and Avila. For more 

info, call the rectory or Fr. John at (845) 735-7405 or            

e-mail:johnfrancisx10@gmail.com. 

Please Pray for the Sick of our Parish 

Joanne Frances Bernadette Sanabria, Sylvia Carballo,  

Ruben Mercado, Mike Adorno, Catherine Holden, 

Carmelle and Nicole Antoine, Indrowdi Sadu, Rosa Pena,  

Brenda Jackson, James Leunge, Carole Primak, Joan Ricci,  

Lucy Cannavacciuolo,  Aaron Sylvester, Sean Gaffney, Anna Baez,  

Bertha Mero, Peter Vaccaro, Gino Vaccaro, Ronald Horne,  

Doris Waldropt, Milagro Vasquez, Juana Carmen Rodriguez,  

Ynes Tavarez, Theresa Delevan, Mariana Rivera, Noemi Cross,  

Annissa Ramratansingh, Catherine Gregson, Arley Johnson,  

Josefina Gonzalez, Rosa Amelia Escribano Santiago, Joseph Lopez, 

Fr. Andrew Buechele, John Ford, Dick Williams, Melanie Rosario, 

Ayyapan Pandikatil, Mary T. Early, Carol & Doug Corry 

 

Please Pray for the Deceased and their Grieving Families:    
  Nancy Olivarez, James Mauro, Jr., William Tolley, Aurea Bello,      

Adolf Collazo, Nelson Ramirez, Angel Sanchez, Emilio Martinez,  

Sheila Monahan, Graciela Bosquez, William Mundesi Jr.                                                                                                                                                                                                        

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018v3_XvtllkG8HNGxm0b5w7rFZw87g-kmn8_CJo0TaCFNmK112e2o4__VypWBPdvYiBgWzY73NMUsP22UfMfUQbj6ybn2H9cmRWptd_3C7OwgBa11FnyHjtvA8ylkDoROkUf-fBLhhoy_YehxwN2wsrDu1GQ_Hx7NG82WdBbT8uI=&c=6NAWP6SKILJPu226FDbnvPWsXmJYVhommL-DaeTGOfpG7IooPxKBI


 ST. CATHARINE ACADEMY SUMMER TACHS 

PREP PROGRAM-St. Catharine Academy’s Higher 

Achievement Program (HAP) for 7th and 8th grade girls will 

be taking place from July 5th through July 21st from 9AM-

1PM. HAP will help to strengthen and reinforce English, 

Math and Reading skills for success in the Test for 

Admission into Catholic High Schools (TACHS). Your 

daughter will also have the opportunity to experience 

enrichment courses in Robotics and Art. Please visit 

www.scahs.org or  contact Ms. Tracy Keelin, Program 

Director at 718-882-2882 ext. 122 for  more info. 

 CATHOLIC PILGRIMAGE TO ITALY/ROME/

MONTE CASSINO/NAPLES/POMPEII/AMALFI 

COAST-September 11-20, 2017, $3,799.00 per  person 

including air from JFK. Breakfast & Dinner Daily. Mass 

daily at the Holy Shrines. For more info please call Cathie or 

Michael Milano at 1-800-773-2660. 
 

ANUNCIOS EN ESPANOL 
 ANUNCIAR -Reunión de Carnaval Mayo 25, 8 pm. 

Voluntarios para el carnaval. Galo. Hacer forma para 

voluntarios  

 JECAFA: Jesús y Calasanz en la Familia. Nuevo grupo 

para padres de familia. Como parte de la Pastoral Social de 

nuestra Iglesia, se está promoviendo la creación de este 

importante grupo de reflexión sobre la familia. Primera 

reunión el viernes 19 de mayo a las 7 pm en el basement de 

la rectoría. Por favor registrarse en la rectoría. 

 PRE-VENTA DE TICKETS PARA EL CARNAVAL: 

Ahorre dinero!!! Se están vendiendo 12 tickets por 10 

dólares. Esos mismos 12 tickets durante el carnaval costarán 

15 dólares. Los pueden comprar en el BOOKSTORE o en la 

RECTORIA. 

 NUEVA POLITICA PARA EL PARQUEADERO: La 

Arquidiócesis ha ordenado que para proteger los estudiantes 

entre semana ningún carro puede ser guiado más allá de la 

capilla de la Virgen de Guadalupe entre las 7.30 am 7y las 

6.30 pm. Esto significa que los carros que se parquean en la 

parte de atrás no pueden entrar o salir durante ese horario 

para dar prioridad de espacio a los niños.  

 NOVENAS PARA EL DIA DE LAS MADRES: 

Disponibles tanto en inglés como en español. Las encontrará 

a la entrada de la Iglesia. Es una preciosa manera de recordar 

y honrar a las madres, sea que estén vivas o que hayan 

fallecido. 

 TUTORES DE INGLES: Los Padres Escolapios tendrán 

dos seminaristas haciendo la experiencia de inmersión en 

Inglés durante cuatro semanas en nuestra par roquia. 

Buscamos a dos voluntarios que deseen ayudarles en 

conversación en inglés una o dos veces a la semana. Si está 

interesado/a por favor contactar al P. Nelson o al P. David. 

Gracias.  

 GRUPOS CARISMATICOS DE ORACION: 

Adicionalmente al grupo en español que se reúne los lunes a 

las 7 pm, ahora hay grupo carismático de oración en inglés 

los miércoles a las 7.30 pm en el edificio verde. 

 MIERCOLES DE LA MISERICORDIA: Ven los 

miércoles a adorar al Santísimo y a vivir con alegría el 

misericordioso regalo de la Eucaristía. Invita a tus amigos y 

familiares a esta fiesta de amor!!!  

 LEGION DE MARIA: Todos los viernes a las 7 pm, ven 

a rezar el Rosario y a planear servicio a la comunidad. 

 ABC, GRUPO JUVENIL: Invita a tus hijos a par ticipar  

de esta gran oportunidad de hacer amigos mientras se 

aprenden valores de vida y de fe importantes para la vida. 

Encuentros los viernes de 7 pm a 9 pm en el gimnasio.   

 

BUEN DIA, HERMANOS: 
Hola queridos hermanos. Entramos ya en la quinta semana del 

tiempo de Pascua y me parece oportuno hacer un recuento de lo 

sucedido hasta ahora. Siempre es bueno reflexionar sobre lo que 

sucede en nuestras vidas, de otra manera los días pasan y 

podemos perder la perspectiva o el significado de lo que estamos 

haciendo.  
 

Primero debemos recordar qué es la Pascua. Es un tiempo que 

comprende cincuenta días o siete semanas -pentecostés- que en 

nuestra Iglesia lo celebramos como un solo día, como un gran 

domingo. Esta celebración comprende desde el domingo de 

Resurrección hasta el domingo de Pentecostés que este año 

celebraremos el 4 de junio. Es la Pascua de Cristo.  
 

La Pascua (paso) es el tiempo más fuerte del año, es la Pascua del 

Señor que ha pasado de la muerte a la vida, a la nueva vida de su 

existencia definitiva y gloriosa. Pero también debemos ver este 

tiempo como la Pascua de la Iglesia que, como “Cuerpo de 

Cristo”, es introducida a esta vida nueva por medio del Espíritu 

que Cristo le dió el día del primer Pentecostés.  
 

Esta fiesta ya la celebraban los judíos y su nombre era “Fiesta de 

las Semanas”, por medio de la cual se celebraban durante siete 

semanas la Alianza del Sinaí. Pues bien, los cristianos celebraron 

también siete semanas, pero para prolongar la alegría de la 

Resurrección, que es el evento central de nuestra fe. Al final de 

esos cincuenta días celebramos Pentecostés que es el don del 

Espíritu Santo. Ya desde los comienzos hay testimonios en donde 

se dice que este tiempo no es de ayuno sino de una alegría 

prolongada. Vives este tiempo de esta manera?  
 

Es importante ver estas semanas como una sola, aunque cada una 

de ellas tiene se característica propia. La primer semana es la 

llamada Octava de Pascua. En esa semana los que fueron 

bautizados son introducidos en una sintonía más profunda con el 

Misterio de Cristo que celebramos en nuestra liturgia.  
 

A continuación haré un resumen de las lecturas de las últimas 

cuatro semanas durante los días entre semana, para tener una idea 

concreta y global de lo que la Palabra de Dios nos ha venido 

enseñando y recordando sobre Cristo por de su Iglesia. Primero, 

el libro que nos ha venido acompañando en la primera lectura es 

el de los Hechos de los Apóstoles. Esto tiene sentido porque este 

libro es la “continuación de los evangelios que terminan con la 

resurrección del Señor.” Aquí se nos narra el poder del 

Evangelio que transforma y la dulzura y el amor en la acción del 

Espíritu Santo. Podemos decir que Jesús murió en la cruz para 

que nosotros pudiéramos recibir el Espíritu Santo de Dios Padre.  
 

El Espíritu Santo derrumba los muros que nos separan de Dios y 

si aceptamos su acción en nuestras vidas derrumba los muros que 

existen entre nosotros. Hay que invocar y dejarse llevar por la 

acción del Espíritu para ver los frutos en nuestras relaciones con 

Dios y con el prójimo. Tenemos la posibilidad de vivir en 

plenitud el mandamiento del amor que nos dejó Jesús, algo que 

sólo podemos lograr con la asistencia del Espíritu Santo que es 

fruto de la Pasión de Cristo. Por eso Jesús le dijo a sus apóstoles 

que se quedaran en Jerusalén invocando al Espíritu, y como fruto 

de ese Espíritu surge el nacimiento de la Iglesia que sigue 

haciendo su obra en el mundo.  
 



Hemos escuchado del apóstol San Pedro, lleno del Espíritu Santo, 

que el regalo de la salvación no fue para quedarse en el pueblo 

judío sino para, desde allí, extenderse a los demás pueblos del 

mundo por la misericordia de Dios. Esa es la eficacia y potencia 

del don del Espíritu que se expande continuamente. Ese es el 

tema principal del libro de los Hechos de los Apóstoles. Un 

aspecto importante es darnos cuenta que este libro parece que no 

tuviera final, y eso es cierto. Es cierto porque la expansión de la 

Iglesia no ha terminado y la acción del Espíritu Santo no ha 

terminado.  
 

Cada uno de nosotros es el libro de Hechos de los Apóstoles, lo 

somos en carne y hueso y cada vez que damos testimonio del 

resucitado, de la acción del Espíritu en nosotros, estamos 

escribiendo páginas preciosas de los Hechos de los Apóstoles. 

Este libro sólo quedará cerrado cuando el último de los elegidos 

entre a la patria celestial. Sobre este tema gira toda la primera 

lectura durante este tiempo pascual.  
 

En cuanto al Evangelio, es San Juan quien con su “ojo de águila” 

nos cuenta quien es Jesús y lo hace con preciosas metáforas como 

la luz, el pan del vida, el pastor, la puerta, el camino. Esas son las 

riquezas de Cristo y por supuesto, del resucitado. Hemos leído 

sobre el diálogo entre Jesús y Nicodemo en donde Cristo lo lleva 

a pasar de la antigua a la nueva alianza con una frase que 

deberíamos tener presente siempre en nuestros corazones: “Hay 

que nacer del agua y del Espíritu.” Es una invitación a entrar a 

una vida nueva, la que nace del agua y de Espíritu. Es la vida que 

no nos pueden dar nuestras madres, es la vida que recibimos en la 

Iglesia por medio de las aguas benditas del Bautismo que nos 

renueva. “Tanto amó Dios al mundo que envió a su Hijo único 

para que todo el que crea en Él no perezca sino que tenga vida 

eterna.” 
 

En el capítulo sexto de Juan, que inicia con la multiplicación de 

los panes, Cristo nos lleva con suavidad a la comprensión nueva 

que va desde el pan que llena el estómago al pan de vida que es 

Él mismo. Cristo es principio de vida, es alimento suficiente no 

sólo para esta tierra sino para la eternidad. Ese es el milagro de la 

multiplicación de los panes. Sólo Jesús puede darnos la misma 

vida de Dios.  
 

Hemos también escuchado sobre el Buen Pastor en el capítulo 

décimo. Es Cristo dando la vida, entregándola para que tengamos 

vida abundante. Es el Pastor que nos protege para que podamos 

vivir el don que se nos ha dado. Pero todo esto requiere de una 

relación muy íntima que se resume en “Él conoce sus ovejas y 

ellas lo conocen a Él.” Así seguirán estos discursos, en donde el 

énfasis está en el don del Espíritu paráclito y en las 

consecuencias de nueva vida para quienes lo aceptamos. 
 

Estamos como en la mitad del tiempo pascual y es importante ver 

la unidad que las Escrituras nos quieren presentar. Que Dios haga 

de nuestra vida una pascua y que los misterios que vamos 

recorriendo se hagan realidad en nosotros “para que el mundo 

crea”, como lo dijo San Juan.                                           P. Nelson 

 
Readings for the Week of May 14, 2017 

Sunday: Acts 6:1-7/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19/1 Pt 2:4-9/Jn 14:1-12 

Monday: Acts 14:5-18/Ps 115:1-4, 15-16/Jn 14:21-26; Tuesday: 

Acts 14:19-28/Ps 145:10-13ab, 21/Jn 14:27-31a; Wednesday: 

Acts 15:1-6/Ps 122:1-5/Jn 15:1-8; Thursday: Acts 15:7-21/Ps 

96:1-3, 10/Jn 15:9-11; Friday: Acts 15:22-31/Ps 57:8-10, 12/Jn 

15:12-17; Saturday: Acts 16:1-10/Ps 100:1b-3, 5/Jn 15:18-21 

Next Sunday: Acts 8:5-8, 14-17/Ps 66:1-7, 16, 20/1 Pt 3:15-18/

Jn 14:15-21 

Mass Intentions 
SUNDAY, May 14, 2017-Fifth Sunday of Easter 
  7:30      Mother’s Day Novena 
               9:00   Mildred Murphy and Constance Warneke 
             10:30       Altagracia, Carmen, Jose & Manuel Capellan 
  Lidia Camacho 
  Our Parishioners 
             12:00  Angelica Guzman 
  Virgen de la Nube 
  Luz Maria Pinargote 
  Louisa Mendoza and Edilberta Hoguin 
  Tiodomiro Baca Davila 
  Healing of Raphaela Batista 
  Alejandro Sanchez 
  Teresa Naula, Jose Yuquilima & Jose Quito 
              1:30 Mary Parker and Anna Damico 
              5:00 Josephine Acevedo 
    

MONDAY, May 15, 2017-Feast of St. Isidore 
 6:50   Mother’s Day Novena 
  8:30      Fr. Alberto Moreno,Sch.P. Birthday Blessings             
              (May14), Maria Louisa (Mother), Jose (Father) 
              RIP and Family 
 12:15 Anjelica Javier 
TUESDAY, May 16, 2017-Feast of St. Simon Stock  
 6:50     Mother’s Day Novena 
 8:30 Brenda Van de Weghe Intentions  
 12:15 James Mauro Jr. 
WEDNESDAY, May 17, 2017-Feast of  Paschal Baylon  
 6:50      Mother’s Day Novena 
 8:30 Rita Shine Healing Intentions 
 12:15 Jose Andujar Healing Intentions 
 7:00 Alan Cuadra 
  Marisol Paucar Huallpa & Eufemia Huallpa 
                 Ccorimanya 
  Adelina Rosas 
 In Thanksgiving & Protection for Pascal Messavussu 
THURSDAY, May 18, 2017-Feast of John I 
 6:50 Mother’s Day Novena 
 8:30 In Thanksgiving for Favors  
 12:15 Sr. Roberta Mary Healing Intentions 
  Kenny Ruiz (1st Year Deceased Anniversary) 
FRIDAY, May 19, 2017-Feast of St. Yves, Patron of Lawyers 
 6:50 Mother’s Day Novena 
 8:30   Afiyo, Kodjo, Tosbe Guedja; Josephine Sokpo, 
           Caino, Dogbe Kuma, Mayano Atri, Drah Maya, 
           Drah Willie, Adsowo, la famille Atsu Toute,  
                        Tu Komi, To Yo, and the Rest of the Abino and 
             Guedja Family 
 12:15 Maria Antonia Martell 
SATURDAY, May 20, 2017-Feast of St. Bernardine of Siena 
 6:50      Mother’s Day Novena 
 8:30 All Those Serving in the Armed Forces 
             12:15     For the Security, Physical, Emotional and  
   Spiritual Well-Being of Baby Alessandra Mia Savino 
 5:30 For the Safety of Our Country 
SUNDAY, May 21, 2017-The Most Holy Trinity       
               7:30      Mother’s Day Novena 
  Our Parishioners 
               9:00   In Thanksgiving for Favors 
             10:30    James Mauro Jr. 
             12:00  Maria Ocasio, Norma Acosta and         
              Gladys Rivera 
  Jose Manuel Castro 
              1:30 Al Jesse (33rd Birthday) M. Arroyo  
  (Thanksgiving Special Intention) 
              5:00 Vocations to Priesthood and Religious Life 
    

 


