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THE FINAL APPARITION AT FATIMA 
October 13, 1917 

Friday, October 13 is the final 100th-
anniversary celebration of the 
appearance of Our Blessed Mother at 
Fatima.  A Plenary Indulgence is attached 
to attending Mass here at St. Helena on 
that day.  Here is the story of that last 
message: 

During the night of October 12-13, it had 
rained throughout, soaking the ground 
and the pilgrims who had make their way 
to Fátima from all directions by the 
thousands. By foot, by cart and even by 
car, they came, entering the bowl of the 
Cova from the Fátima-Leiria road, which 
today still passes in front of the large square of the Basilica. From 
there they made their way down the gentle slope to the place 
where a trestle had been erected over the little holm oak of the 
apparitions. Today on the site is the modern glass and steel 
Capelhina (little chapel), enclosing the first chapel built there and 
the statue of Our Lady of the Rosary of Fátima where the holm 
oak had stood. 

As for the children, they made their way to the Cova amid the 
adulation and skepticism which had followed them since May. 
When they arrived, they found critics who questioned their veracity 
and the punctuality of the Lady, who had promised to arrive at 
noon. It was well past noon by the official time of the country. 
However, the sun had not actually yet reached its zenith, and 
when it did the Lady appeared as she had said she would. She 
asked, "What do you want of me?" and then she said to the 
children, "I want a chapel built here in my honor.  I want you to 
continue saying the Rosary every day.  The war will end soon, 
and the soldiers will return to their homes." 

The children answered, "Yes. Yes." and then asked her, "Will you 
tell us your name?"  Mary replied, "I am the Lady of the Rosary." 

Lucia asked,"  I have many petitions from many people.  Will you 
grant them?"  Mary replied, " Some I shall grant, and others I 
must deny. People must amend their lives and ask pardon for 
their sins. They must not offend our Lord anymore,  for He is 
already too much offended!" 

Lucia concluded by saying, "And is that all?"  To which The Lady 
replied, "There is nothing more."   

As the Lady of the Rosary rose toward the east she turned the 
palms of her hands toward the dark sky. While the rain had 
stopped, dark clouds continued to obscure the sun, which 
suddenly bursts through them and was seen to be a soft spinning 
disk of silver.  Lucia pointed and called out, "Look at the sun!" 

From this point two distinct apparitions were seen, that of the 
phenomenon of the sun seen by the 70,000 or so spectators and 
that beheld by the children alone. Lucia describes the latter in her 
memoirs: "After our Lady had disappeared into the immense 
distance of the firmament, we beheld St. Joseph with the Child 
Jesus and Our Lady robed in white with a blue mantle, beside the 
sun. St. Joseph and the Child Jesus seemed to bless the world, 
for they traced the Sign of the Cross with their hands. When, a 
little later, this apparition disappeared, Lucia recalled, "I saw Our 
Lord and Our Lady; it seemed to me that it was Our Lady of 
Sorrows (Dolors). Our Lord appeared to bless the world in the 
same manner as St. Joseph had done. This apparition also 
vanished, and I saw Our Lady once more, this time resembling 
Our Lady of Carmel." [Only Lucia would see the later, presaging 
her entrance into Carmel some years later.] 

This would be the last of the apparitions of Fátima for Jacinta and 
Francisco. However, for Lucia Our Lady would return a seventh 
time, in 1920, as she had promised the previous May. At that time 
Lucia would be praying in the Cova before leaving Fátima for a 
girls boarding school. The Lady urged her to dedicate herself 
wholly to God. 

As the children viewed the various apparitions of Jesus, Mary and 
Joseph the crowd witnessed a different prodigy, the now famous 
miracle of the sun. From among the witnesses there came the 
following newspaper account: 

From the road, where the vehicles were parked and where 
hundreds of people who had not dared to brave the mud were 
congregated, one could see the immense multitude turn toward 
the sun, which appeared free from clouds and in its zenith. It 
looked like a plaque of dull silver, and it was possible to look at it 
without the least discomfort. It might have been an eclipse which 
was taking place. But at that moment a great shout went up, and 
one could hear the spectators nearest at hand shouting: "A 
miracle! A miracle!" 

Before the astonished eyes of the crowd, whose aspect was 
biblical as they stood bareheaded, eagerly searching the sky, the 
sun trembled, made sudden incredible movements outside all 
cosmic laws---the sun "danced" according to the typical 
expression of the people. 

Standing at the step of an omnibus was an old man. With his face 
turned to the sun, he recited the Credo in a loud voice. I asked 
who he was and was told Senhor Joao da Cunha Vasconcelos. I 
saw him afterwards going up to those around him who still had 
their hats on, and vehemently imploring them to uncover before 
such an extraordinary demonstration of the existence of God. 

Identical scenes were repeated elsewhere, and in one place a 
woman cried out: "How terrible! There are even men who do not 
uncover before such a stupendous miracle!" 

People then began to ask each other what they had seen. The 
great majority admitted to having seen the trembling and the 
dancing of the sun; others affirmed that they saw the face of the 
Blessed Virgin; others, again, swore that the sun whirled on itself 
like a giant Catherine wheel and that it lowered itself to the earth 
as if to burn it in its rays. Some said they saw it change colors 
successively.... 
O Seculo (a pro-government, anti-clerical, Lisbon paper) 

 

October - The Month of the Rosary 
The month of October is dedicated to the Holy Rosary. According 
to an account by fifteenth-century Dominican, Alan de la Roch, 
Mary appeared to St. Dominic in 1206 after he had been praying 
and doing severe penances because of his lack of success in 
combating the Albigensian heresy. Mary praised him for his valiant 
fight against the heretics and then gave him the Rosary as a 
mighty weapon, explained its uses and efficacy, and told him to 
preach it to others. 

"Since the prayers of the Rosary come from such excellent 
sources — from Our Lord Himself, from inspired Scripture, and 
from the Church — it is not surprising that the Rosary is so dear to 
our Blessed Mother and so powerful with heaven. 

If we consider the power of the Rosary as seen in its effects, we 
find a great abundance of proofs of its wonderful value. Many are 
the favors granted to private individuals through its devout 
recitation: there are few devoted users of the Rosary who cannot 
testify to experiencing its power in their own lives. If we turn to 
history, we see many great triumphs of the Rosary. Early tradition 
attributes the defeat of the Albigensians at the Battle of Muret in 
1213 to the Rosary. But even those who do not accept this 
tradition will admit that St. Pius V attributed the great defeat of the 
Turkish fleet on the first Sunday of October, 1571, to the fact that 
at the same time the Rosary confraternities at Rome and 
elsewhere were holding their processions. Accordingly, he ordered 
a commemoration of the Rosary to be made on that day. Two 
years later, Gregory XIII allowed the celebration of a feast of the 
Rosary in churches having an altar dedicated to the Rosary. In 
1671, Clement X extended the feast to all Spain. A second great 
victory over the Turks, who once threatened the ruin of Christian 
civilization, occurred on August 5, 1716, when Prince Eugene 
defeated them at Peterwardein in Hungary. Thereupon Clement XI 
extended the feast of the Rosary to the whole Church. 

Today, when dangers far greater than those of the ancient Turks 
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threaten not only Christianity but all civilization, we are urged by 
our Blessed Mother to turn again to the Rosary for help. If men in 
sufficient numbers do this, and at the same time carry out the 
other conditions that she has laid down, we have the greater 
reason for confidence that we will be delivered from our dangers. 
 

The Story of the Tau Cross of   
St. Francis 
The Tau Cross, which is often worn by 
Franciscan friars, is usually made of wood and 
is shaped like the letter “T.” In fact, Tau is the 
last letter of the Hebrew alphabet and was 
used symbolically in the Old Testament.  

It is written in the Book of Ezekiel: “The Lord 
said to him, ‘Go through the city, through 
Jerusalem, and put a mark upon the foreheads 
of the men who sigh and groan over the 
abominations… (Ez. 9:4). The Tau is also the 
sign placed upon the foreheads of the poor of Israel to save them 
from extermination. 

It was then adopted by the very first Christians, for a twofold 
reason: 

1 As the last letter of the Hebrew alphabet, it prophesied the Last 
Day and had the same function as the Greek letter Omega as it 
appears in the Book of Revelation: “I am the Alpha and the Omega, 
the beginning and the end. To the thirsty, I will give water without 
price from the fountain of the water of life … I am the Alpha and 
the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end” (Rev. 
21:6;22:13). 

2 The Christians adopted the Tau because its form reminded them 
of the Cross on which Christ was immolated for the salvation of the 
world. Because of the Tau’s resemblance to the cross, this sign was 
very dear to St. Francis of Assisi, so much so that it occupied an 
important place in his life as well as his gestures. In him, the 
ancient prophetic sign was actualized, regained its saving power 
and expressed the beatitude of poverty, which is an essential 
element of the Franciscan way of life. 

Whenever necessity or charity required, St. Francis marked with this 
seal the letters he sent. The Tau was, therefore, the sign dearest to 
Francis, his seal, the telltale sign of a deep spiritual conviction that 
the salvation of every man is only in the Cross of Christ. Thus the 
Tau, which is backed by a solid biblical and Christian tradition, was 
received by St. Francis for its spiritual value. His crosses were made 
from wood because wood is a very poor and flexible material, and 
the children of God are called to live simply and in poverty of spirit. 
Also, wood is a material that is easily crafted, and the baptized 
Christian too must be shaped in everyday life by the Word of God, 
in order to be a herald of the Gospel. 
 

Pope St. John XXIII - October 11 
Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli was born in the small village of Sotto il 
Monte in Italy, on November 25, 1881. He was the fourth of 
fourteen children born to poor parents who made their living by 
sharecropping. 

Roncalli's career within the Church began in 1904 when he 
graduated with a doctorate in theology. He was ordained a priest 
thereafter and soon met Pope Pius X in Rome. By the following 
year, 1905, Roncalli was appointed to act as secretary for his 
bishop, Giacomo Radini-Tedeschi. He continued working as the 
bishop's secretary until the bishop died in August 1914. The 
bishop's last words to Roncalli were, "Pray for peace.” Such words 
mattered in August 1914 as the world teetered on the brink of 
World War I. Italy was eventually drawn into the war and Roncalli 
was drafted into the Italian Army as a stretcher bearer and 
chaplain. 

Roncalli did his duty and was eventually discharged from the army 
in 1919. Free to serve the Church in new capacities he was 
appointed to be the Italian president of the Society for the 
Propagation of the Faith, handpicked by Pope Benedict XV. Then 
in February 1925, Roncalli was summoned to the Vatican and 
given a new mission. This time he was sent to Bulgaria as the 
Apostolic Visitor to that country. Later, he was appointed apostolic 
delegate to Turkey and Greece and made archbishop of 
Mesembria. 

Beginning in 1935, racial tensions and anti-Jewish sentiment 

began to explode into actual acts of violence against the Jews and 
other ethnic minorities. Roncalli started using his influence to save 
what people he could from the depredation of both local 
authorities and later the Nazis. During his tenure as archbishop, 
Roncalli saved thousands of Jews, enough that he was named a 
"Righteous Gentile" following the war. 

In late 1944, the Church was anxious to remove clergy in France 
that had collaborated with the Nazis in various ways. Roncalli was 
appointed as the new papal Nuncio and sent to France to 
negotiate the retirement of bishops who were involved with the 
Nazis. In 1952, Roncalli was offered a new position, this time as 
Patriarch of Venice. At the same time he assumed his new title, 
Roncalli became the Cardinal-Priest of Santa Prisca. He assumed 
his new responsibilities on March 15, 1953. Pius XII  died on 
October 9, 1958 and he was soon summoned to Rome where he 
was to participate in the process of selecting a new pope. The 
College eventually settled on Roncalli for election and he 
accepted, saying "I will be called John.” 

As Pope John XXIII, he immediately began to change the culture 
in the Vatican. In 1958, he resumed the papal practice of making 
visits to the community within the official Diocese of Rome. He 
visited the sick, the poor, and prisoners. He apologized for 
episodes of anti-Semitism within the Church carried on by some of 
his predecessors. It was originally expected that Pope John XXIII 
would only serve a short time before passing away and that he 
would make no significant changes to Church practice. However, 
Pope John XXIII was a man of great mercy and kindness and 
much like Pope Francis of today, he did many things that created 
sensation in the streets and pews. Perhaps his most influential 
decision was the call for an ecumenical council which would be 
known as Vatican II. As a result of this council, many practices of 
the classic Church would be altered with a new emphasis on 
ecumenism and a new liturgy. He prohibited the use of 
contraceptives which interfere with the procreative will of God. He 
upheld the traditional view that married couples may not divorce. 

By late 1962, Pope John XXIII had 
executed most of the work for which he 
would be known. He was, like his own 
sister before him, diagnosed with 
stomach cancer, which was a terminal 
diagnosis for that time. In his last 
months, he offered to negotiate peace 
between the Soviet Union and the United 
States, then at the height of the Cold 
War. The offer, although declined, was 
popular in both countries. In the wake of 
the news, John XXIII was the first pope 
to be honored as the Time Magazine Man 
of the Year. 

Pope John XXIII did the best he could although his health and 
doctors were failing. On June 3, 1963, Pope John XXIII died in his 
bed at age 81. The world mourned John XXIII and he was 
posthumously awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom by 
President Johnson in December 1963. Pope John XXIII generally 
maintained a good reputation among those who remembered him 
and he was often titled "the Good.” 

On September 3, 2000, Pope John Paul II beatified him. Miracles 
were attributed to him and his body was found to be in an 
uncorrupted state, a phenomenon consistent with sainthood. His 
body was put on display for the veneration of the faithful. Pope 
Francis approved John XXIII for canonization on June 3, 2013, the 
50th anniversary of his death. Pope John XXIII was canonized on 
April 27, 2014 alongside Pope John Paul II in a historic ceremony 
that was presided over by both Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI and 
Pope Francis. Pope John XXIII's feast day is October 11, as 
opposed to the day of his death, which is June 3. This special 
feast day is intended as a commemoration of the opening of the 
Second Vatican Council 55 years ago, on October 11, 1962. 
 

ST. PATRICK’S CATHEDRAL SECOND COLLECTION is 
this weekend, October 7-8. finished in 1878, it is the largest neo
-Gothic Church in North America and is one of the most visible 
symbols of Catholicism in the United States. The Stations of the 
Cross won first prize for art at the Chicago World’s Fair in 1893. 
The Cathedral recently underwent a $177 million renovation. 

TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

3 



OCTOBER 8, 2017 

RENEW AND REBUILD TO BEGIN AT ST. HELENA’S 
Dear St. Helena Parishioners, 

As you are well aware, two years ago the Archdiocese of New 
York began planning a five-year capital campaign called  Renew 
+ Rebuild, which will benefit our local parishes, with a small 
percentage going to St. Joseph's Seminary, Catholic Charities, 
retired priests, and the Cathedral.  I am happy to report that in 
subsequent months this campaign has achieved a great deal of 
success — thanks to many of you! 

With less than half our parishes engaged in the campaign thus 
far, we have raised over $116 million towards our $200 million 
goal. Undoubtedly, this success is the result of our pastors' and 
lay leaders' enormous dedication to this effort. These funds will 
have a tremendous impact and will benefit the significant capital 
needs of our parishes, which include our churches, rectories, 
schools, grounds, and parish centers. Parish participation in this 
campaign is happening in three phases, and the Renew and 
Rebuild campaign at St. Helena Parish will soon be taking 
place.  In a few weeks, you will be contacted by your pastor, 
who will invite you to participate in this five-year campaign in 
a specific way. 

We are pleased to announce that on October 5, 2017, we 
launched the public phase of the Renew + Rebuid campaign. The 
event took place at St. Teresa Parish in Staten Island, one of the 
12 pilot parishes in this endeavor that went way over goal. 

Please know I am grateful for all that you do. While I understand 
the location and scheduling may not allow for your attendance, I 
wanted to alert you to the event. When I announced the success 
of the campaign, it was also an acknowledgment of your and 
your pastors' dedication. 

With renewed gratitude and prayerful best wishes, may I remain, 

Fraternally in Christ, 

Timothy Michael Cardinal Dolan 

Archbishop of New York 
 

 

HURRICANE RELIEF COLLECTION-We are now 
collecting the following items for Hurricane Relief in Puerto 
Rico; you may bring these items EITHER to the School or to the 
rectory:  non-perishable food (canned, powdered, et.), clothing, 
baby necessities (clothing, food, diapers, etc.), flashlights, 
batteries, feminine hygiene products, medical supplies, blankets 
and sheets, towels, cases of water, school supplies (backpacks, 
notebooks, pens, pencils, etc), cleaning supplies, toiletries 
(toothpaste, toothbrushes, shampoo, deodorant, etc.), and bug 
spray.  
 

SECOND COLLECTION FOR PUERTO RICO- In 
cooperation with the Piarist Fathers, who have lost schools and 
parishes in both San Juan and Ponce, we will take up an 
extraordinary special collection at all Masses next weekend, 
October 14-15, to assist in the recovery effor t now taking 
place in Puerto Rico.  We still have parishioners who have not 
heard from family or loved ones, so please keep them in your 
prayers. 

Study the Creed and the Catholic Catechism 
We all say that we "believe" every Sunday when we recite the 
Creed.  But do you really know and understand what you're 
saying you "believe" in?  Do the truths of the faith, which are listed 
in the Creed, really permeate your life?  Learn how these ancient 
truths contain the promise of peace, joy, and happiness for our 
lives Pillar 1: The Creed is a 12-session program that will launch 
you on an amazing journey through the first part of the Catechism 
of the Catholic Church.  Don't miss this opportunity to take part in 
a compelling and inspiring learning experience that is sure to draw 
you closer to Christ through a deeper understanding of the 
teachings of His Church. 

Join us in the Green Building at 11:30 AM on Sundays or at either 
1 PM or 7:30 PM on Tuesdays and continuing for the next 
eleven weeks. This week we will study paragraph 1-100 of the 
Cathechism. For more information or to register for the study, 
please call Fr. David at 718-892-3232. 

 

OPEN HOUSE FOR CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOLS           
IN THE BRONX 

Cardinal Hayes  10/14   Saturday      10AM-1PM 
Cardinal Spellman 10/22   Sunday      11AM-3PM 
Cathedral (Manhattan) 10/22   Sunday      12-2:30PM 
Dominican Acad.  10/14   Saturday      10AM-2PM and 
Mini Open House (RSVP) 10/26  Thursday      4-6PM 
      (Manhattan)   
Fordham Prep  10/29   Sunday       1-4 PM 
LaSalle   10/21   Saturday       10AM-2PM 
Marymount (Manhattan) 10/24   Tuesday       6-8PM 
Montfort Academy  10/15   Sunday         2-5PM 
       (Mt. Vernon) 
Msgr. Scanlan  10/21   Saturday       1-4PM and 
   10/25   Wednesday   6-8PM 
Notre Dame (Manhattan) 10/29   Sunday          2:30-5PM 
St. Catherine’s  10/22   Sunday       11AM-2PM 
St. Raymonds (Boys)      10/15   Sunday       12-3:30PM and
            1/17/18    Wednesday   4-6:00PM 
St. Raymonds (Girls) 10/13    Friday        5-8PM 
Sacred Heart (Manhattan)10/13   Friday        8:30-10AM 
 RSVP required 
Ursuline (New Rochelle) 10/28  Saturday       12:30-3:30PM 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

NO MORE POSTING ON PARISH DOORS-As you have 
probably noticed, we now have a new bulletin board that was 
hand made by Wilbert on the outside of the church before you 
enter the front doors, and we will soon have one on the outside 
side entrance.  We ask that all fliers for posting be brought to the 
rectory, and we will see that they are posted on the appropriate 
bulletin boards.  The parish doors will soon be repainted and any 
fliers posted on them will be immediately removed.  Thank you 
for your cooperation.  
 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION ATTENDANCE-There were only 
half the number of students who came to the First Holy 
Communion Session last Sunday than were expected.  Parents 
please note that your child is allowed only five absenses from the 
weekday classes and only two absences from the monthly Sunday 
session.  Parents must call 718-892-3232 if their child cannot 
attend any religious education class.   
 

  PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

 50/50-THE WINNER FOR SEPTEMBER IS #62 @ 
$242. Pink envelopes for the drawing are available at both 
entrances to the church. Remember, it only costs $5.00 to 
enter.  The next winner will be picked on October 30.  

 FLEA MARKET will take place on Sunday, October 15 
from 10AM-3PM in the par ish parking lot. 

 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES for  both children 
and adults have begun. The classes take place on 
Wednesdays,  from 3:45PM-5PM.  

OFFERING ENVELOPES 
Sunday, October 1 , 2017                             $4,798.42 
 St. Joseph’s Seminary                                  $1,727.66 

 
 

Our weekly budget, (Nuestro presupuesto semanal es) $4,423.00 
Thank you to everyone for your generosity and for your support and for 
all that you do for St. Helena’s Parish. We are currently fixing plumbing 

and electrical issues in both the School and the Parish. I am glad to 
report, that last week we greatly exceeded our goal. However, we have 

continued heating and plumbing issues, so I ask you to still please 
consider increasing your regular weekly offerings a little so that we can 
exceed our 2017 weekly budget goal and be able to pay for important 

and much needed physical plant improvements.  
 

 

Gracias a todos por su generosidad y por todo lo que hacen por esta 
Iglesia de St. Helena. 



 SPANISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FAMILY 
SESSION meets on Sun., Oct. 8 at 1:30PM in the cafeter ia. 

 ENGLISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FAMILY 
SESSION will take place on Sun., October 15 at 
11:30AM in the cafeter ia 

 ADULT RCIA CLASSES have begun on Sundays. The 
Spanish class takes place at 10AM in the cafeteria, and the 
English class is held at 3PM in the downstairs rectory 
meeting room.  

 SPANISH BIBLE STUDY CLASS-A special four-week 
Pro-Life Formation series is now taking place on Tuesday, 
October 10 from 7-9PM.  

 SPANISH CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP meets on 
Mondays, at 7:00PM in the Church. 

 ENGLISH CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP meets on 
Wednesdays at 7:30PM in the Green Building. 

 WORKSHOP OF PRAYER AND LIFE in Spanish takes 
place every Thursday from 7-9PM in the cafeter ia. 

 THE CREED-Join us for a new adult Bible Study on “the 
Creed”, the first pillar of the Catholic Catechism, which 
takes place on Tuesday, Oct. 10 at either 1PM or 7:30PM or 
on Sunday, October  15 at 11:30AM in the Green Building. 

 BLESSING OF ANIMALS-We will hold the Blessing of 
Stuffed Animals on Sunday, October 8 at both the 10:30AM 
and Noon Masses. The Blessing of Pets will take place in the 
parish parking lot on Sunday, October  8 from 3:30-5PM 

 FREE FLU SHOTS-Walgreens will be at St. Helena on 
Sunday, October 8 between 10AM – 1PM (new time) in 
the gym. Bring your health insurance card if you have one. 

 2017 COLUMBUS DAY MASS-His Eminence, Timothy 
Cardinal Dolan, will celebrate the Annual Columbus Day 
Mass on Monday, October  9, at St. Patrick's Cathedral.  

  NEXT BAPTISM PREP CLASSES will be held on 
Thursday, October 12 and 26, at 7PM. Please br ing a 
copy of the child’s birth certificate as well as either a letter 
of suitability for the godparents from their local pastor or a 
copy of the godparent’s Confirmation Certificate and if a 
godparent is married, a copy of their Catholic Marriage 
Certificate. These must all be brought to the class. 

 ALTAR SERVERS MEETING on Sat., Oct. 14 from 3-
4PM in the rectory.  The topic for this meeting is The Order 
of the Mass. Youth who are now altar servers as well as 
anyone wishing to become an altar server is urged to attend. 

 SPANISH CHARISMATIC CONCERT-will take place in 
the St. Helena Gymnasium on Sat., October 21 from 1-6PM. 
The featured singer is Dominican recording star Angelito 
Villalona.  Fr. Nelson Henao, Sch.P. will lead the prayer, 
praise, and Eucharistic Adoration. The cost, which includes 
lunch, is $10 for adults and $5 for children.  

 MISSIONARY LIVING ROSARY, sponsored by the 
Youth Group Friday, October 13 from 7-8:30PM in parking 
lot. Everyone is welcome. 

 YOUTH RETREAT-The Piarist Seminarians are presenting 
a Youth Retreat entitled Looking For Y our Treasure on Sat., 
October 28  from 8:30 - 5:00. The Retreat is for all young 
people ages 12-25.  There is a suggested $5 donation. 

 YOUTH GROUP for  ages 12-18 meets on Fridays from      
7-8:30PM in the gym.  

 RELIGIOUS GOODS ROOM is now open. The 
Catechism of the Catholic Church and A Biblical Walk 
Through the Mass, are now available.  

 CUB SCOUT LEADERS NEEDED-St. Helena Cub Scout 
Troop 65 is in need of Den Leaders and a Cub Master for the 
new school year. Training is available both online or in 
person.  Call the rectory if you are interested in helping out 
with this year's Cub Program. 

 AA BIG BOOK STUDY meets every Sat., 7-8:30PM in 
the green building. 

 CO-DEPENDENTS ANNONYMOUS (CODA) meets 
every Monday from 7-8:30PM in the rectory meeting room. 

 VOLUNTEER NEEDED to visit with home-bound female 
parishioner for 1-2 hours each day. For more info, contact 
the rectory. She lives two blocks from the #6 train.  

 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 COLUMBUS DAY-The second Monday in October is 

designated in the United States as Columbus Day. This day 
commemorates Christopher Columbus' first sighting of the 
Americas on October 12, 1492. Columbus Day as a federal 
holiday, though, was not officially recognized until 1937.The 
first recorded ceremony commemorating the Italian explorer, 
navigator, and colonizer in America was in 1792. 

 PUBLIC SQUARE ROSARY CRUSADE-Please join us 
as we pray the rosary for America and for peace throughout 
the world on Saturday, Oct. 14 at NOON at Loreto Park, 
located at Morris Park Avenue (between Tomlinson and 
Haight Avenues.  Call Yolly at 917-535-9162 for more info.  

 HAUNTED MANSION TOUR-Preston High School, 2780 
Schurtz Ave., Bronx is holding their 2nd Annual Haunted 
Mansion Tour on Saturday, October  21 from 6-10PM.  
Tour & Activities-$15; Activities only-$5.   Buy tickets at 
https://phshauntedmansion2017.eventbrite.com 

 YOUTH FAITH MARCH-Sponsored by the Missionary 
Servants of the Word will take place on Sat., October 21 
from 8-5:30PM at 2317 Washington Ave., Bronx.  For 
more info, call 718-295-9600 or 718-933-4400.  

 HOLY CROSS ROARING 20s CARD PARTY at 620 
Thieriot Ave. on October 21 at 7PM. 200 prizes will be 
raffled. Admission is $15 in advance and $20 at the door. 
Must be 18 or over.  For more info, call 718-893-0919.  

 40 DAYS FOR LIFE is the largest internationally 
coordinated pro-life mobilization in history, helping people 
in local communities end the injustice of abortion through: 
prayer, fasting, and peaceful vigil outside an abortion 
facility. Please join our effort in the Bronx thru Nov. 5th. Go 
to 40daysforlife.com/bronx to sign up. For more info contact 
Julia Alicea (Vigil Coordinator) at 718-644 4414. 

 NOTIFY NYC APP-New York City residents, families, and 
commuters can stay informed in more ways than ever before 
with Notify NYC’s new mobile application, which provides 
information about emergency events and important City 
services, based on your location. Anyone can sign up and 
customize the alerts they would like to receive by 
downloading the Notify NYC app for their Apple or Android 
device (visit NYC.gov/notifynycapp, visiting NYC.gov/

Please Pray for the Sick of our Parish 
Joanne Frances Bernadette Sanabria,  Ruben Mercado, Louis Lopez, 

Mike Adorno, Catherine Holden, Carmelle and Nicole Antoine, 
Indrowdi Sadu, Rosa Pena, Brenda Jackson, James Leunge,  

Carole Primak, Anna Baez, Lucy Cannavacciuolo,  Luz Vina,                         
Aaron Sylvester, Bertha Mero, Peter Vaccaro, Gino Vaccaro,  

Ronald Horne, Doris Waldropt, Milagro Vasquez, Ynes Tavarez,  
Theresa Delevan, Mariana Rivera, Noemi Cross, Arley Johnson, 
Annissa Ramratansingh, Catherine Gregson, Josefina Gonzalez,  

Rosa Amelia Escribano Santiago, Joseph Lopez, Fr. Andrew Buechele, 
John Ford, Dick Williams, Melanie Rosario, Ayyapan Pandikatil,  

Mary T. Early, Agnes Griffith, Belen Bonhomme, Clifford Brown,    
Joel Rivera, Prospero Corona, Mr. Inham, Olga Olonzo, Jose Andujar, 

Jose Rosario, Sarah Rosario, Augustine Ayala,  Michelle Vega 
Please Pray for the Deceased and their Grieving Families:   

       Miguel Angel Garcia-Alcocer, Aladino Hernnandez, Olga Rivera, 
Romeo Tolentino, Hilario Ballesteros, Pablo Mercado, Willie Strapt, 

  Deacon Paul Rauch, Gladys Maldonado, Benita Pereira                                                                                                                                                                                                        

https://www.thoughtco.com/christopher-columbus-104636
http://nyc.gov/notifynycapp
http://nyc.gov/notifynyc


notifynyc, calling 311 or 212-639-9675 for  Video Relay 
Service, or TTY: 212-504-4115), or  following 
@NotifyNYC on Twitter . 

 FOR RENT-A one-bedroom apartment in PARKCHESTER, 
located on Benedict Ave;  (No programs Accepted);  gas and 
electricity are included.  Call:  Dennis at 718-644-7201.  

 HAVE YOU SUFFERED AN ABORTION?-Experience 
God's love and mercy and begin the journey of healing.  Call 
the Sisters of Life: women should call 866-575-0075;     men 
should call 877-586-4621.  

 
 

 

ANUNCIOS EN ESPAÑOL 
 SEGUNDA COLECTA PARA PUERTO RICO: En 

cooperación con los Padres Escolapios, quienes han perdido 
escuelas y parroquias en Ponce y en Puerto Rico, se hará una 
colecta extraordinaria en todas las misas el fin de semana del 
14 y 15 de octubre. Todo el dinero recibido se utilizar á 
para colaborar en el esfuerzo de reconstrucción de la Isla.  

 CONCIERTO DE MUSICA, ORACION Y 
ALABANZA: El próximo 21 de octubre de 12 pm a 6 pm. 
Ver el bulletin board para mayor información. 

 NO MAS FLYERS EN LAS PUERTAS: Como podrán 
haberse dado cuenta, ahora tenemos un nuevo bulletin board 
para todos los anuncios. Esto significa que en el futuro no se 
podrán usar las puertas para colocar ningún anuncio. 
Además, todos los anuncios deben estar autorizados en la 
rectoría, sin ese permiso se retirarán inmediatamente. 
Gracias por su colaboración.  

 ASISTENCIA A LAS CLASES DE EDUCACION 
RELIGIOSA: Hubo muy poca asistencia a la pr imera 
sesión de la Primera Comunión el último domingo. Padres, 
los niños podrán faltar a un máximo de cinco clases los 
miércoles en todo el año y a un máximo de dos sesiones de 
las sesiones del domingo. Los padres deben llamar al 718-
892-3232 si el niño no puede asistir a alguna sesión.  

 ATENCION: Estamos iniciando un programa para 
celebrar “matrimonios comunitarios” en Santa Helena. El 
domingo 8 de octubre se anunciará oficialmente el programa. 
Pídele a Dios que te ayude a discernir en la importancia de 
este paso para que puedas vivir en plenitud el precioso 
sacramento del matrimonio. Queremos ayudarte en la 
preparación para que el sueño de un hogar plenamente 
constituido sea para ti una realidad.  

 ATENCION: Ayúdale a un amigo a tener  vida. Nuestra 
Iglesia cuenta con el Ministerio de la Eucaristía, del que 
hacen parte hermanas preparadas para ayudar en este 
servicio de amor. Si tienes algún familiar o conocido que 
esté enfermo o imposibilitado para venir a la Iglesia y deseas 
que se le lleve la comunión a la casa o al lugar donde se 
encuentre, contáctate con Celeni Sierra al 646 725 7415 o 
en la rectoría al 718 892 3232 donde puedes dejar el nombre 
y el teléfono para ponernos en contacto y hacer los arreglos 
necesarios para la visita. 

 CLASES DE BAUTISMO: Jueves 12 y 26 de octubre a 
las 7 pm en la Iglesia. Entrada por el parqueadero. NOTA: 
Se debe traer copia del certificado de nacimiento del niño. 
Hay dos posibilidades para tener padrinos de Bautismo. Si 
los padrinos son una pareja, deben ser casados por la Iglesia 
y traer el certificado de matrimonio de la iglesia donde se 
casaron. Si no tienes a nadie con esas características 
puedes escoger una persona (hombre o mujer). Esta persona 
debe haber recibido el Sacramento de la Confirmación y 
debe traer el certificado o una carta del pastor de la Iglesia a 
donde va donde se certifique que puede ser padrino ó 
madrina de Bautismo.  

 CLASES DE EDUCACION RELIGIOSA: CCD se 
realiza los miércoles de las 3.45 pm. a las 5 pm.  Hablar en la 
rectoría con el P. Richard para inscripciones.  

 FLEA MARKET: El domingo 15 de octubre de 10 am a 3 
pm en el parqueadero.  

 El ROSARIO VIVIENTE MISIONERO sera 
patrocinado por el grupo de jovenes, Viernes, 13 de octobre 
de 7:00-8:30PM en el aparcamiento de la iglesia.  Todos 
son bienvenidos. 

 GRUPO JUVENIL: Edades de 12-18. Se reúnen los 
viernes de 7 pm a 8.30 pm en el gimnasio.  

 GRUPOS CARISMATICOS DE ORACIÓN: En Español 
los lunes a las 7 pm en la Iglesia. En Inglés los miércoles a 
las 7.30 pm en el edificio verde. 

 MIERCOLES DE LA MISERICORDIA: Ven los 
miércoles a las 7 pm. a adorar al Santísimo y a vivir con 
alegría el misericordioso regalo de la Eucaristía. Invita a tus 
amigos y familiares a esta fiesta de amor!!!  

 LEGION DE MARIA: Todos los viernes a las 7 pm, ven 
a rezar el Rosario y a planear servicio a la comunidad. 

 

BUEN DIA, HERMANOS: 
Hola queridos hermanos. En el Antiguo Testamento encontramos 
16 libros proféticos, ellos se dividen en dos categorías: profetas 
mayores y profetas menores. Los profetas mayores son Isaías, 
Jeremías, Ezequiel y Daniel. No son llamados mayores porque 
sean más importantes que los demás profetas, sino por la 
extensión de sus escritos. También los profetas se pueden 
clasificar en otras dos categorías: los profetas de antes del exilio 
y los profetas después del exilio. Lo anterior significa que el 
exilio es un punto vital en la histor ia del pueblo de Israel.  
 

El exilio es una experiencia que obliga al pueblo a reflexionar 
acerca de su vida y en particular acerca de su relación con Dios. 
Ellos finalmente se dieron cuenta que habían sido infieles a la 
Palabra de Dios y a la búsqueda de su voluntad. Como 
consecuencia de ello durante mucho tiempo tomaron decisiones 
equivocadas, que al final les llevó al vivir la terrible experiencia 
del exilio. El exilio se puede conocer como “la condición de 
aquellos que han conocido a Dios, pero le han dado la espalda.” 
 

Ahora bien, qué tiene la historia del exilio de los israelitas con 
nosotros? Mucho. Nosotros los bautizados somos pecadores y por 
lo tanto estamos también en el exilio. Al igual que nuestros 
antepasados, necesitamos  permanentemente reconstruir nuestra 
relación con Dios. Esta historia de infidelidad y arrepentimiento, 
aunque escrita con muchos siglos de diferencia, es básicamente la 
historia de toda la humanidad. Puede cambiar el tiempo, la 
cultura, las costumbres, etc., pero la esencia de la historia es 
siempre la misma.  
 

Sin embargo, Dios ha dotado al ser humano también de una 
capacidad de reflexión que le permite, cuando hay humildad, 
reconocer los fracasos, caídas y derrotas y aprender de ellos. En 
la semana que termina estuvimos leyendo apartes del libro del 
profeta Nehemías y vemos en uno de ellas a Esdras haciendo la 
Solemne Proclamación de la Ley, esto sucede muchos años 
después del regreso del exilio. Es generalmente un proceso lento 
y doloroso de reconstrucción de la relación con Dios y con unos 
y otros, que la desobediencia rompe.  
 

La forma privilegiada de reconstrucción de esa relación es la 
escucha atenta de la Palabra de Dios. Esdras hace una lectura 
muy larga ante todo el pueblo de las Escrituras. De esta 
experiencia podemos sacar enseñanzas muy valiosas sobre cómo 
escuchar y relacionarnos mejor con la Palabra de Dios. Veamos 
cuatro de esas enseñanzas que deben ser aplicadas, tanto por la 
persona que va a hacer la predicación, como por aquel que se 
dispone a escuchar esa predicación.  
 

http://nyc.gov/notifynyc


1 La predicación debe ser completa, integral. Esto significa, 
por parte del predicador, que debe estar dispuesto a enseñar sobre 
la totalidad de la Biblia y no sólo sobre las partes que más le 
gustan o le convienen. El mensaje que Dios tiene para nosotros 
está lleno de esperanza, pero también hay enseñanzas difíciles 
que retan nuestro camino. De eso se trata. Dios nos invita 
permanentemente al cambio y todo lo hace por nuestro bien. Por 
parte de la persona que escucha la experiencia debe ser similar.  
Dios tiene un mensaje integral para nosotros, un mensaje que 
cubre todas las áreas de nuestra vida, tanto aquellas que nos 
gustan como las que no nos gustan. Todo el mensaje busca, en el 
fondo, que encontremos la verdad y la felicidad, pero para que 
cumpla su cometido debe ser aceptado en su totalidad. La 
tentación siempre es aceptar o escoger sólo lo que gusta y 
rechazar lo que no gusta. Allí se pierde la íntima conexión que 
nos ayuda a descubrir la voluntad salvadora del Padre.  
 

2 La Palabra debe ser ‘solemnemente’ proclamada. La 
solemnidad de la proclamación de la Palabra de Dios no es solo 
acerca de lo externo, que también es importante cuidar. Creo que 
la parte esencial está en la solemnidad interior de quien predica, 
la conciencia permanente de que la Palabra que proclama es ‘la 
Palabra de Aquel que creó el cielo y la tierra, lo visible y lo 
invisible.’ San Agustín dice: “Así como no se tolera que caiga 
una partícula de la Eucaristía, no se debe tolerar que un sólo 
versículo de la Palabra se pierda.” El propósito de la 
proclamación no es entretener a la gente sino llevarla a adorar al 
que nos exhorta, nos corrige, nos instruye y nos anima en el 
camino de la vida.  
 

Así mismo debe ser la actitud del oyente. Vengo a la misa con 
esa actitud interna solemne de saber que voy al encuentro con el 
mismo Dios? Voy al encuentro con la única Palabra que es vida y 
que transforma el corazón de piedra que tenemos en corazón de 
carne? Vengo con la actitud de dejarme exhortar, corregir, 
instruir y animar? Soy consciente del encuentro que se realiza 
entre el infinito y mi persona, cuando me uno en mente y corazón 
a las Sagradas Escrituras? 
 

3 La Palabra se debe proclamar de manera clara. Dios nos 
habla, Dios se revela a nosotros porque quiere que lo 
conozcamos. Es por eso que el predicador debe esforzarse por 
comunicar un mensaje que sea claro para el oyente, algo que 
toque su vida de manera significativa, algo que le ayude a 
conectar de forma permanente la relación entre la Palabra de 
Dios y su vida.  
 

Así mismo, el oyente debe esforzarse por comprender el mensaje. 
Esto implica estar en actitud de apertura, significa estar atento, 
porque sabe que el mensaje es diferente al cualquier otro mensaje 
que puede escuchar. Es la Palabra de Dios que le habla 
directamente al corazón. Significa prepararse para el momento en 
que se escucha el mensaje y estar dispuesto a llevarse siempre 
consigo una Palabra de vida que le ayude a mantenerse en el 
camino.  
 

4 La Palabra que se proclama debe llevar un mensaje de 
alegría. Cada vez que se habla de sacr ificios en el libro del 
Deuteronomio, se habla de ellos con alegría. “Y se alegrarán tú, 
tus hijos, tus siervos y el extranjero.” La alegría de la Palabra no 
es superficial, es muy profunda y viene de la convicción que la 
Palabra de Dios siempre es “buena noticia” para el que lo busca 
de corazón. Ya en el prefacio se nos dice: ‘Levantemos el 
corazón’, esto implica estar gozosos cuando Dios nos habla.  
 

El predicador está llamado a predicar siempre, sin negar las 
advertencias que Dios hace a cada uno de nosotros, con un tono 
de esperanza y de posibilidad de una nueva vida. El mensaje 
llama a la reflexión y al cambio, pero siempre desde la 
perspectiva del Dios que lo ha dado todo para darnos vida y vida 
en abundancia.  

La alegría para el oyente, por otra parte, viene de saber que Dios 
siempre está presente y siempre trae un mensaje de esperanza. 

Todos necesitamos escuchar un mensaje que nos dé animo, 
alegría y nos ayude siempre a levantarnos y tener la fuerza 
necesaria para continuar el camino. Dios tiene el único mensaje 
que posee una proyección muy cercana a nuestra realidad y 
también una total dimensión de infinito. No hay alegría mayor 
que el saberse arropado siempre por la Palabra que ‘todo lo hace 
nuevo.’  
 

Queridos hermanos, la Palabra de Dios es el gran tesoro de 
nuestra vida. Dejemos que ella inunde nuestra vida y obre en 
nosotros la voluntad del Padre. No hay una aventura más 
maravillosa para el ser  humano en esta vida.                Padre Nelson 

Mass Intentions 

SUN., Oct. 8, 2017-Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Tiime 
               7:30      All Souls 
               9:00      In Thanksgiving for Favors 
             10:30      Katherine Callaghan 
             12:00      Maria, Paulina, Julia and Eligio Capellán; 
           Luis Aguayza, Benedita and Marcial Mayancela       
           and Luis Antonio Loja;  Daisy, Efrain and     
           Wilfredo Rodriguez, Candita and Victor Rivera;  
           Mryna Canino (Birthday Blessings-Intentions) 
               1:30     Joan Garrity Burke (4th Anniv.-Class of 1950) 
               5:00      Maura Balem Tilton 
MONDAY, October 9, 2017– St. Denis and Companions and        
                     St. John Leonardi 
 6:50    St. Helena’s Benefactors  
              8:30  William Troy 
 12:15 Intention for Alessandra Mia Savino to  
           Receive Her Inheritance 
TUESDAY, October 10, 2017-St. Ghislain 
 6:50     In Thanksgiving for Favors  
 8:30      All Souls 
 12:15    Michael Guido 
WEDNESDAY, October 11, 2017-St. John XXIII 
 6:50   Intention for Alessandra Mia Savino to  
           Receive Her Inheritance 
 8:30 Elba Morales 
  12:15 In Thanksgiving/Special Intention Miranda  
                and Arroyo Families 
 7:00     Por la paz del mundo 
THURSDAY, October 12, 2017-St. Wilfrid 
               6:50   Divine Justice for the Kidnapping, Attacks                                       
and Killing of a Girl after Receiving a $500,000 Ransom  
 8:30 In Thanksgiving for Favors 
 12:15    Divine Justice for the Beheading of Catholics 
     in a Central African Catholic Church for Their Faith 
FRIDAY, October 13, 2017-St. Gerald;   Last Fatima Apparition  
 6:50       Cicily Job, Xavier Francis, Meera Job, Staven 
      and Jair Joseph Intentions  
 8:30    Devassy Kindu Kalam 
 12:15 Ralph A. Cerbone Jr. 
  Duanny Jose Medrano 
SATURDAY, October 14, 2017-St. Callistus 
 6:50       In Thanksgiving for Favors 
 8:30   Intention for Alessandra Mia Savino to  
           Receive Her Inheritance 
 12:15      Samantha Gonzalez 
 5:30 In Thanksgiving for Favors 
SUN., Oct. 15, 2017-Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time       
               7:30       Brenda Van de Weghe Intentions 
               9:00       In Thanksgiving for Favors 
             10:30       Elena Sanchez and Louis Eduardo Flores 
             12:00       Adelina Rosete Landeros 
               1:30       Maura Balem Tilton 
               5:00       Xavier Francis and Meera Job Intentions for  
                      Immigration Status 

Readings for the Week of October 8, 2017 
Sunday: Is 5:1-7/Ps 80:9, 12-16, 19-20/Phil 4:6-9/Mt 21:33-43; Monday: 
Jon 1:1—2:2, 11/Jon 2:3-5, 8/Lk 10:25-37; Tuesday: Jon 3:1-10/Ps 130:1b-
4ab, 7-8/Lk 10:38-42; Wednesday: Jon 4:1-11/Ps 86:3-6, 9-10/Lk 11:1-4; 
Thursday: Mal 3:13-20b/Ps 1:1-4, 6/Lk 11:5-13; Friday: Jl 1:13-15; 2:1-2/
Ps 9:2-3, 6, 8-9, 16/Lk 11:15-26; Saturday: Jl 4:12-21/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12/
Lk 11:27-28; Next Sunday: Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-6/Phil 4:12-14, 19-20/Mt 
22:1-14 or 22:1-10   




