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St. Faustino Miguez, Sch.P.  
October 15, 2017—“Fidelity in Love” 

Today, there is a new Saint among the 
Piarist Fathers. In its edition of December 
22, 2016, the Bulletin of the Holy See 
Press Office reported that Pope Francis 
had signed a Decree, which acknowledges 
a recent miracle in Chile that was due to 
the intercession of Blessed Faustino 
Miguez, a Piarist Father. 

Father Faustino Míguez, Sch.P., is the 
founder of the Calasanctian Sisters, 
Daughters of the Divine Shepherd and will 
be canonized as a saint on October 15. He 
was born on March 24, 1831, in Xamirás, 
a village of Acebedo del Río, in Orense, 
Spain. His family is of humble origin, and 
as a youth, he was dedicated to the work of the field, which was 
where he forged the fundamental elements of his personality: 
faith in God, prayer, work, devotion to Mary, and solidarity with 
the most needy. 

After finishing his elementary school studies in his home, he 
moved to the Sanctuary of Our Lady of the Miracles, in Celanova, 
to study Humanities and Latin. It was there that he discovered his 
vocation: to be a priest and an educator, in the manner of Saint 
Joseph Calasanz. Determined to realize the dream of God for his 
life, in December 1850, he entered the Novitiate of the Piarist 
Fathers in Madrid. After three years of initial formation, he made 
his Profession of Solemn Vows as a Piarist Religious on January 
16, 1853, and on March 8, 1856, in the parish of San Marcos in 
Madrid, he was ordained a priest. 

In 1857, he was sent to Guanabacoa (Cuba), where his gifts as an 
educator and his inclinations to the study of botany and his 
investigations into the therapeutic properties of plants were 
manifested. In 1860, he was sent again to the Peninsula and then 
successively to San Fernando, Getafe, Celanova, and Sanlúcar de 
Barrameda. In 1873, he was sent as the librarian to the Royal 
Monastery of El Escorial, where he continued his research of the 
healing properties of the local flora. He was then assigned to 
Monforte de Lemos as the rector and, in 1879, for the second time 
to Sanlúcar de Barrameda. And it was in this town of Cadiz where 
Father Faustino discovered the need to educate the Sanluean 
girls, just as Calasanz had done with the street children of Rome 
years before. And thus, impelled by the Holy Spirit, he initiated a 
new religious community, the Congregation of the Daughters of 
the Divine Shepherd, which was dedicated to the integral 
education of children and youth and the promotion of women. 
Finally, in 1888, he was assigned again to Getafe, where he 
remained until his death on March 8, 1925. 

We thank God for this beautiful gift, and we Piarists look upon his 
canonization as a clear invitation to devote ourselves generously 
and consistently to our mission and to follow a path of 
sanctification in our lives. Perhaps the life of St. Faustino Miguez, 
Sch.P. can best be summarized through his own words of advice: 
”Seek souls and direct them to God by every means which is 
within the reach of charity.” 

Saint Faustino Miguez is now the third Saint in the Order of the 
Pious Schools. Saint Joseph Calasanz was canonized in 1767 by 
Pope Clement VIII, and Saint Pompilio Maria Pirrotti was 
canonized in 1934 by Pope Pius XI. Within the Calasanzian Family, 
there is Saint Paula Montal, who is the foundress of the Piarist 
Sisters, the Daughters of Mary and who was canonized in 1991, 
by Pope Saint John Paul II. 

Perhaps it is providential that his canonization is taking place 
during the Jubilee Year of the Piarist Fathers, in which we are 
celebrating both the 400th Anniversary of the creation of the 
Order of the Pious Schools and the 250th Anniversary of the 
canonization of Saint Joseph Calasanz. 

 

THE POPE WEARS A WHAT? 
Once you see it, you can’t unsee it. The pope’s skull cap looks like 
a pumpkin, and that’s how it got its name. The zucchetto, the close
-fitting skullcap worn by the pope and other members of the 
Catholic clergy, is named for its resemblance to the top half of a 
pumpkin. 

Literally translated as “little pumpkin” from Italian, the zuchetto’s 
original use was practical.  It originated from the felt skullcap 
known as the pileolus meant to keep clerics’ heads warm in the 
cold, stone churches and monasteries of the Middle Ages. Once 
16th-century Spanish explorers brought pumpkins and other 
squashes to Europe from Mexico, where they originated, the 
nickname was inevitable. 

Pope Paul VI made wearing the zucchetto obligatory for members 
of the Church hierarchy in 1968, but all other clerics may wear 
one. But what color one wears depends on one’s rank: White for 
The pope, Scarlet for Cardinals,  Amaranth Red for Patriarchs, 
archbishops and bishops, and Black for priests and the lower 
clergy. 

The zucchetto is worn and removed at different times according to 
these circumstances: When the zucchetto is worn it is worn either 
outdoors or indoors and, if by a bishop, then also during the 
liturgy. Other clerics are supposed to leave them in the sacristy. 
Within the liturgy, if the prelate is not celebrating, it is removed 
briefly when reverencing the altar. It is removed at the Sanctus 
and restored before the Our Father, during which it is worn. While 
some prelates may choose to remove them during the Gospel and 
Our Father, this practice is against long-standing custom and law. 
The zucchetto is removed in the presence of the exposed Blessed 
Sacrament, in a procession of the 
Blessed Sacrament and 
during veneration of, or blessing with, 
a relic of the True Cross. They are 
also removed in the presence of the 
Holy Father, except during the liturgy, 
when it is worn as previously stated. 
However, it is briefly removed as a 
reverential acknowledgment when 
addressing the Holy Father or referring 
to him in a liturgical or other public 
discourse at which he is present.  

 

St. Margaret Mary Alacoque - October 16 
First Friday Devotion 

The daughter of Claude Alacoque and Philiberte Lamyn, Margaret 
was born on July 22, 1647, at L'Hautecour, Burgundy, France and 
was sent to the Poor Clares school at Charolles following the death 
of her father, a notary, when she was eight years old. She was 
bedridden for five years with rheumatic fever until she was fifteen 
and early developed a devotion to the Blessed Sacrament. She 
refused marriage, and in 1671 she entered the Visitation convent 
at Paray-le-Monial and was professed the next year. She was 
ignorant, sickly, and clumsy, but God used her at a time when 
Protestantism was tearing the Church apart. From the time she 
was twenty, she experienced visions of Christ, and on December 
27, 1673, she began experiencing a series of revelations that were 
to continue over the next year and a half. In them, Jesus informed 
her that she was His chosen instrument to spread devotion to His 
Sacred Heart, instructed her in a devotion that was to become 
known as the Nine Fridays and the Holy Hour, and asked that the 
feast of the Sacred Heart be established. Rebuffed by her 
superior, Mother de Saumaise, in her efforts to follow the 
instruction she had received in the visions, she eventually won her 
over but was unable to convince a group of theologians of the 
validity of her apparitions, nor was she any more successful with 
many of the members of her community. She received the support 
of Blessed Claude La Colombiere, the community's confessor for a 
time, who declared that the visions were genuine. In 1683, 
opposition in the community ended when Mother Melin was 
elected as Superior and named Margaret Mary as her assistant. 
She later became Novice Mistress, saw the convent observe the 
feast of the Sacred Heart privately beginning in 1686, and two 
years later, a chapel was built at the Paray-le-Monil to honor the 
Sacred Heart. Soon observation of the feast of the Sacred Heart 
spread to other Visitation convents. Margaret Mary died on 
October 17, 1790, and was canonized in 1920. She, St. John 
Eudes, and Blessed Claude La Colombiere are called the "Saints of 
the Sacred Heart." The devotion was officially recognized and 
approved by Pope Clement XIII in 1765, seventy-five years after 
her death. Her feast day is observed on October 16. 

ST. L BRONX,  
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St. Gerard Majella - October 16 
Patron of Expectant Mothers and           

Victims of Bullying 
 St. Gerard was born in southern Italy on April 6, 1726. His father 
died while Gerard was still young, forcing him to be apprenticed to 
a tailor. His frail health, quiet disposition, and gentle ways led him 
to being bullied by fellow workers and by his employers.  He was 
refused admission to the Capuchin Order on account of his youth, 
so he lived for a time as a hermit. His great love for Jesus 
crucified caused him to lead a very ascetical lifestyle. Getting to 
know the Redemptorists, he applied to them but was initially 
rejected because of his poor health. On his insisting, however, he 
was reluctantly accepted and sent to the novitiate with a note 
saying: "I am sending you a useless lay brother."  Gerard was 
professed in July 1752, and quickly disproved the prediction of his 
uselessness by his excellent service as porter, tailor, and sacristan. 
His prayerfulness and dedication began to be too great to 
overlook and so he gained a reputation for sanctity. This brought 
a large number of persons to him for guidance in the spiritual life. 
He readily responded, revealing a remarkable gift for sensing the 
deep interior reality of a person. Because of his ability to bring 
relief to the sick and of his care for women in childbirth, many 
miracles were attributed to him, and he gained the nickname "The 
Wonderworker."  His popularity eventually led to accusations of 
sexual misconduct, which he bore patiently until they were proven 
false.  He died on October 16, 1755, worn out by his austerities 
and by tuberculosis. Very many Catholics throughout the world 
honor him as the special patron of new mothers and of families 
and of those who have been bullied and falsely accused. 
 

 

St. Marguerite d'Youville - October 16 
Canada's First Native-born Saint 

Marguerite d'Youville, the first native Canadian to be elevated to 
sainthood, was born October 15, 1701, at Varennes, Quebec. She 
was the eldest child born to Christophe Dufrost de Lajemmerais 
and Marie-Renée Gaultier. Her father died when she was seven 
years old leaving this family of six in great poverty. It was only 
through the influence of her great-grandfather, Pierre Boucher, 
that she was able to study for two years with the Ursulines in 
Quebec. Upon her return home, she became an invaluable support 
to her mother and undertook the education of her brothers and 
sisters.  She married François d'Youville in 1722, and the young 
couple made their home with his mother, who made life miserable 
for her daughter-in-law. She soon came to realize that her 
husband had no interest in making a home life. His frequent 
absences and illegal liquor trading with the Indians caused her 
great suffering. She was pregnant with her sixth child when 
François became seriously ill. She faithfully cared for him until his 
death in 1730. By age 29, she had experienced desperate poverty 
and suffered the loss of her father and husband. Four of her six 
children had died in infancy.  She provided for the education of 
her two sons, who later became priests, and she welcomed a blind 
woman into her home. Marguerite was soon joined by three young 
women who shared her love and concern for the poor. On 
December 31, 1737, they consecrated themselves to God and 
promised to serve him in the person of the poor. Marguerite, 
without even realizing it, had become the foundress of the Sisters 
of Charity of Montreal, the so-called "Grey Nuns". Marguerite 
always fought for the rights of the poor and often broke with the 
social conventions of her day. It was a daring move that made her 
the object of ridicule and taunts by her own relatives and 
neighbors. She persevered in caring for the poor despite many 
obstacles. She was in weakened health and mourning the death of 
one of her companions when a fire destroyed their home. This 
only served to deepen her commitment to the poor. On February 
2, 1745, she and her two early companions pledged themselves to 
put everything in common in order to help a greater number of 
persons in need. Two years later, this "mother of the poor" as she 
was called, was asked to become director of the Charon Brothers 
Hospital in Montreal which was falling into ruin. She and her 
sisters rebuilt the hospital and cared for those in most desperate 
human misery.  In 1765, a fire destroyed the hospital, but nothing 
could destroy Marguerite's faith and courage. She asked her 
sisters, and the poor who lived at the hospital, to recognize the 
hand of God in this disaster and to offer him praise. At the age of 
64, she undertook the reconstruction of this shelter for those in 
need. Totally exhausted from a lifetime of self-giving, Marguerite 

died on December 23, 1771, and will always be remembered as a 
loving mother who served Jesus Christ in the poor. 
 

RENEW AND REBUILD TO BEGIN AT ST. HELENA’S 
Dear St. Helena Parishioners, 

As you are well aware, two years ago the Archdiocese of New 
York began planning a five-year capital campaign called  Renew & 
Rebuild, which will benefit our local parishes, with a small 
percentage going to St. Joseph's Seminary, Catholic Charities, 
retired priests, and the Cathedral.  I am happy to report that in 
subsequent months this campaign has achieved a great deal of 
success — thanks to many of you! 

With less than half our parishes engaged in the campaign thus far, 
we have raised over $116 million towards our $200 million goal. 
Undoubtedly, this success is the result of our pastors' and lay 
leaders' enormous dedication to this effort. These funds will have 
a tremendous impact and will benefit the significant capital needs 
of our parishes, which include our churches, rectories, schools, 
grounds, and parish centers. Parish participation in this campaign 
is happening in three phases, and the Renew and Rebuild 
campaign at St. Helena Parish will soon be taking place.  In a 
few weeks, you will be contacted by your pastor, who will 
invite you to participate in this five-year campaign in a 
specific way. 

Please know I am grateful for all that you do. When I announced 
the success of the campaign, it was also an acknowledgment of 
your and your pastors' dedication. 

With renewed gratitude and prayerful best wishes, may I remain, 

Fraternally in Christ, 

Timothy Michael Cardinal Dolan 
Archbishop of New York 
 
 

HURRICANE RELIEF DONATIONS-We are now collecting 
the following items for Hurricane Relief in Puerto Rico; you may 
bring these items EITHER to the School or to the rectory:  non-
perishable food (canned, powdered, et.), clothing, baby 
necessities (clothing, food, diapers, etc.), flashlights, batteries, 
feminine hygiene products, medical supplies, blankets and sheets, 
towels, cases of water, school supplies (backpacks, notebooks, 
pens, pencils, etc), cleaning supplies, toiletries (toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, shampoo, deodorant, etc.), and bug spray.  
 

 

SECOND COLLECTION FOR PUERTO RICO THIS 
WEEKEND-In cooperation with the Piarist Fathers, who have 
lost schools and parishes in both San Juan and Ponce, we will 
take up an extraordinary special collection at all Masses this 
weekend October 14-15, to assist in the recovery effor t now 
taking place in Puerto Rico.   
 
WORLD MISSION SUNDAY-Next weekend, we will celebrate 
World Mission Sunday.  Each year, the entire Church is invited to 
support the young mission dioceses in Africa, Asia, the Pacific 
islands, and parts of Latin America and Europe, where priests, 
religious, and lay leaders serve the poorest of the poor.  This year, 
we are invited to "Chat With the Pope" to learn more about his 
missions.  Scan this year's World Mission Sunday poster, hanging 
up in the narthex, using Facebook Messenger for your mobile 
device, or learn more at ChatWithThePope.org.  
 
NO MORE POSTING ON PARISH DOORS-As you have 
probably noticed, we now have a new bulletin board that was 
hand made by Wilbert on the outside of the church before you 
enter the front doors, and we will soon have one on the outside 
side entrance.  We ask that all fliers for posting be brought to the 
rectory, and we will see that they are posted on the appropriate 
bulletin boards.  The parish doors will soon be repainted and any 
fliers posted on them will be immediately removed.  Thank you 
for your cooperation.  

TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  
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OCTOBER 15, 2017 

Study the Creed and the Catholic Catechism 
Do the truths of the faith, which are listed in the Nicene Creed, 
really permeate your life?  Learn how these ancient truths contain 
the promise of peace, joy, and happiness for our lives. Pillar 1: 
The Creed is a 12-session program that will launch you on an 
amazing journey through the first part of the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church.  Don't miss this opportunity to take part in a 
compelling and inspiring learning experience that is sure to draw 
you closer to Christ through a deeper understanding of the 
teachings of His Church. 

Join us in the Green Building at 11:30 AM on Sundays or at either 
1 PM or 7:30 PM on Tuesdays and continuing for the next 
eleven weeks. This week we will study paragraphs 101-181 of the 
Cathechism of the Catholic Church, which is available in the 
Religious Goods Room. 
 

OPEN HOUSE FOR CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOLS           
IN THE BRONX 

Cardinal Spellman 10/22   Sunday      11AM-3PM 
Cathedral (Manhattan) 10/22   Sunday      12-2:30PM 
Dominican Academy-   10/26  Thursday      4-6PM 
              Mini Open House (RSVP)       (Manhattan)   
Fordham Prep  10/29   Sunday       1-4 PM 
LaSalle   10/21   Saturday       10AM-2PM 
Marymount (Manhattan) 10/24   Tuesday       6-8PM 
Montfort Academy  10/15   Sunday         2-5PM 
       (Mt. Vernon) 
Msgr. Scanlan  10/21   Saturday       1-4PM and 
   10/25   Wednesday   6-8PM 
Notre Dame (Manhattan) 10/29   Sunday          2:30-5PM 
St. Catherine’s  10/22   Sunday       11AM-2PM 
St. Raymonds (Boys)      10/15   Sunday       12-3:30PM and
            1/17/18    Wednesday   4-6:00PM 
Ursuline (New Rochelle) 10/28  Saturday       12:30-3:30PM 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
 

 

 

CHILD PROTECTION-Anyone who needs to report an alleged 
incident of sexual abuse of a minor by a priest, deacon, religious, 
or lay person serving in the Archdiocese of New York is asked to 
contact Sr. Eileen Clifford, O.P. at  212-371-1000 x 2949. Sister  
may also be reached via e-mail at victimassistance@archny.org. 
Information can also be found on the archdiocesan website, 
www.archny.org. In keeping with the archdiocesan policy 
regarding sexual abuse of minors, this information is provided to 
ensure that our children remain safe and secure.     
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION ATTENDANCE-Parents please 
note that your child is allowed only five absenses from the 
weekday religious education classes and only two absences from 
the monthly Sunday session.  Parents must call Fr. Richard at  
718-892-3232 if their child cannot attend any religious education 
class.   

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

 50/50-Pink envelopes for the October drawing are available 
at both entrances to the church. Remember, it only costs 
$5.00 to enter.  The next winner will be picked on Oct. 30.  

 FLEA MARKET will take place today, Sun., October 15 
from 10AM-3PM in the par ish parking lot. 

 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES for  both children 
and adults take place on Wednesdays, from 3:45PM-5PM.  

 ENGLISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FAMILY 
SESSION will take place on Sun., October 15 at 
11:30AM in the cafeter ia. 

 ADULT RCIA CLASSES have begun on Sundays. The 
Spanish class takes place at 10AM in the cafeteria, and the 
English class is held at 3PM in the downstairs rectory 
meeting room.  

 SPANISH BIBLE STUDY CLASS-A special four-week 
Pro-Life Formation series is now taking place on Tuesdays 
in the cafeteria from 7-9PM.  

 SPANISH CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP meets on 
Mondays, at 7:00PM in the Church. 

 ENGLISH CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP meets on 
Wednesdays at 7:30PM in the Green Building. 

 WORKSHOP OF PRAYER AND LIFE in Spanish takes 
place every Thursday from 7-9PM in the cafeter ia. 

  NEXT BAPTISM PREP CLASS will be held on Thurs., 
October 26, at 7PM. Please br ing a copy of the child’s 
birth certificate as well as either a letter of suitability for the 
godparents from their local pastor or a copy of the 
godparent’s Confirmation Certificate and if a godparent is 
married, a copy of their Catholic Marriage Certificate. These 
must all be brought to the class. 

 SPANISH CHARISMATIC CONCERT-will take place in 
the St. Helena Gymnasium on Sat., October 21 from 1-6PM. 
The featured singer is Dominican recording star Angelito 
Villalona.  Fr. Nelson Henao, Sch.P. will lead the prayer, 
praise, and Eucharistic Adoration. The cost, which includes 
lunch, is $10 for adults and $5 for children.  

 YOUTH RETREAT-The Piarist Seminarians are presenting 
a Youth Retreat entitled Looking For Y our Treasure on Sat., 
October 28  from 8:30 - 5:00. The Retreat is for all young 
people ages 12-25.  There is a suggested $5 donation. 

 YOUTH GROUP for  ages 12-18 meets on Fridays from      
7-8:30PM in the gym.  

 RELIGIOUS GOODS ROOM is now open. The 
Catechism of the Catholic Church and A Biblical Walk 
Through the Mass, are now available.  

 THE LABELS FOR EDUCATION PROGRAM is soon 
coming to a close. Only UPC submissions with the Labels 
for Education logo will be accepted and redeemed for points. 
All submissions must be postmarked no later than Jan. 2, 
2018, in order to be deposited into our schools’ bank account. 
We currently have 1,447 points.  Look for the Labels for 
Education logo on these products:  Campbells, Pace, V8, 
Pepperidge Farm, Spaghetti-Os, and Swanson. We are still 
collecting Box Tops for Education Labels. Labels can either 
be brought to the rectory or placed in the collection basket.  

 ST. HELENA’S FREE SUBSCRIPTION TO  FORMED 
HAS BEEN RENEWED FOR ANOTHER YEAR-        
St. Helena’s Parish still has a free subscription to FORMED. 
All parishioners have unlimited access to its programs, and it 
is very easy to register with FORMED. FIRST go to 
formed.org and click the REGISTER link in the middle 
of the page; enter the parish code 2KQQYD and your email, 
then click “Go.” Fill in the registration information.  After 
registering, you will receive a message asking you to verify 

OFFERING ENVELOPES 
Sunday, October 8 , 2017                             $4,299.76 
Cathedraticum                                         $1,518.07 

 
 

Our weekly budget, (Nuestro presupuesto semanal es) $4,423.00 
Thank you to for your generosity and your support and for all that you 
do for St. Helena’s Parish. We are currently fixing major plumbing and 
electrical issues in both the School and the Parish. Perhaps, due to the 
Columbus Day Weekend, we did not quite reach our weekly goal. We 

have continued heating and plumbing issues, so I ask you to still please 
consider increasing your regular weekly offerings a little so that we can 
exceed our 2017 weekly budget goal and be able to pay for important 

and much needed physical plant improvements.  
 
 

 

Gracias a todos por su generosidad y por todo lo que hacen por esta 
Iglesia de St. Helena. Nosotros estamos haciendo reparaciones 

en la escuela y la iglesia; por favor, considere aumentar su oferta para 
ayudar y apoya estas mejoras.   

http://formed.org/


your email address. Check your email (it may be in your 
spam folder) and click VERIFY.  You will be prompted to 
login.  You can then enjoy using FORMED.   

 ST. HELENA’S ON THE WEB-In this day and age of The 
Internet, you can always see what is happening here at St. 
Helena’s. For current information, visit our Parish Website 
at: www.churchofsthelena.com or our School Website at: 
www.sthelenaelementary.com for  all the latest 
information.  Also, look for us and like us on Facebook.  Our 
Parish is St. Helena Catholic Church and our School is        
St. Helena School.  Our School alumni are at:  St. Helena’s 
grammar school alumni, and our high school alumni are 
at:  St. Helena High School, Bronx, NY   

 AA BIG BOOK STUDY meets every Sat., 7-8:30PM in 
the green building. 

 CO-DEPENDENTS ANNONYMOUS (CODA) meets 
every Monday from 7-8:30PM in the rectory meeting room. 

 VOLUNTEER NEEDED to visit with home-bound female 
parishioner for 1-2 hours each day. For more info, contact 
the rectory. She lives two blocks from the #6 train.  

 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 HAUNTED MANSION TOUR-Preston High School, 2780 

Schurtz Ave., Bronx is holding their 2nd Annual Haunted 
Mansion Tour on Saturday, October  21 from 6-10PM.  
Tour & Activities-$15; Activities only-$5.   Buy tickets at 
https://phshauntedmansion2017.eventbrite.com 

 YOUTH FAITH MARCH-Sponsored by the Missionary 
Servants of the Word will take place on Sat., October 21 
from 8-5:30PM at 2317 Washington Ave., Bronx.  For 
more info, call 718-295-9600 or 718-933-4400.  

 HOLY CROSS ROARING 20s CARD PARTY at 620 
Thieriot Ave. on Saturday, October 21 at 7PM. 200 prizes 
will be raffled. Admission is $15 in advance and $20 at the 
door. Must be 18 or over.  For more info, call 718-893-0919.  

 ST. CATHERINE ACADEMY Card Par ty, Thursday, 
October 26th, 7:00 PM, at Maestro’s Caterers, 1703 
Bronxdale Avenue, Bx, $55.00 per person. Valet parking,  
delicious dinner, great prizes. To purchase tickets online go 
to scahs.ejoinme.org, or call Donna Bellaby, 646-403-1751.   

 40 DAYS FOR LIFE is the largest internationally 
coordinated pro-life mobilization in history, helping people 
in local communities end the injustice of abortion through: 
prayer, fasting, and peaceful vigil outside an abortion 
facility. Please join our effort in the Bronx thru Nov. 5th. Go 
to 40daysforlife.com/bronx to sign up. For more info contact 
Julia Alicea (Vigil Coordinator) at 718-644 4414. 

 NOTIFY NYC APP-New York City residents, families, and 
commuters can stay informed in more ways than ever before 
with Notify NYC’s new mobile application, which provides 
information about emergency events and important City 
services, based on your location. Anyone can sign up and 
customize the alerts they would like to receive by 
downloading the Notify NYC app for their Apple or Android 
device (visit NYC.gov/notifynycapp, visiting NYC.gov/
notifynyc, calling 311 or 212-639-9675 for  Video Relay 
Service, or TTY: 212-504-4115), or  following 
@NotifyNYC on Twitter . 

 HAVE YOU SUFFERED AN ABORTION?-Experience 
God's love and mercy and begin the journey of healing.  Call 
the Sisters of Life: women should call 866-575-0075;     men 
should call 877-586-4621.  

 FREE FITNESS CLUB SESSIONS for Parkchester 
residents. Fitness sessions are free Mondays & Wednesdays 
at 6PM at the Parkchester Fit Club, 1594 Metropolitan Ave. 
Free group fitness classes, free coaching, and free 
accountability.  For info visit: www.Parkchesterfitclub.com  

 TRANSPORTATION SERVICES FOR SENIORS– to all 
medical appointments available Monday through Friday 
from 8AM-4PM. Call R.A.I.N. at 718-882-8513. 

 
 

 

ANUNCIOS EN ESPAÑOL 
 RENOVAR Y RCONSTRUIR EN SANTA HELENA 

Queridos miembros de la parroquia, 
Como ustedes saben, hace dos años la Arquidiócesis 
comenzó un plan de cinco años llamado Renovar y 
Reconstruir, el cual beneficiará las parroquias locales, con 
un pequeño porcentaje para el seminario St. Joseph’s, 
Caridades Católicas, sacerdotes retirados y la Catedral.  
Me alegra decirles que la campaña ha logrado un gran éxito, 
gracias a todos ustedes! 
Con menos de los parroquianos comprometidos en la 
campaña hasta ahora, hemos alcanzado la suma de $116 
millones, hacia la meta de $200 millones. Sin duda alguna, el 
éxito se debe al liderazgo de pastores y laicos que han puesto 
un gran esfuerzo en alcanzar esta meta. Este dinero tendrá un 
gran impacto en nuestras iglesias, rectorías, escuelas y 
centros parroquiales. La participación en esta campaña se 
realiza en tres etapas y Renovar y Reconstruir se iniciará 
pronto en Santa Helena. En algunas semanas, su párroco se 
pondrá en contacto con usted y le invitará a participar en esta 
campaña.  
Agradezco todo lo que hacen por su parroquia.  

 

Fraternalmente en Cristo,  
 

Timothy Michael Cardinal Dolan 
Archbishop of New York 

 DOMINGO DE LA M Misión Mundial: El próximo fin 
de semana celebraremos el Domingo de la Misión Mundial. 
Cada año se invita a toda la Iglesia a apoyar a las diócesis 
jóvenes de la misión en África, Asia, las islas del Pacífico y 
partes de América Latina y Europa, donde los sacerdotes, 
religiosos y líderes laicos sirven a los más pobres de los 
pobres. Este año, estamos invitados a "charlar con el Papa" 
para aprender más sobre sus misiones. Aprenda más en 
ChatWithThePope.org. 

 PROTECCION PARA LOS NIÑOS-Cualquier persona 
que necesite reportar algún incidente de abuso sexual de un 
menor por parte de un sacerdote, diácono, religioso/a, o laico 
sirviendo en Ia Arquidiócesis de Nueva York, se le pide que 
por favor contacte a la Hermana Eileen Clifford, O.P. 
al (212) 371-1000 extension 2949. La Hermana Clifford 
también pueden ser contactada via correo electrónico: 
victimassistance@archnv.orq.  

Please Pray for the Sick of our Parish 
Joanne Frances Bernadette Sanabria,  Ruben Mercado, Louis Lopez, 

Mike Adorno, Catherine Holden, Carmelle and Nicole Antoine, 
Indrowdi Sadu, Rosa Pena, Brenda Jackson, James Leunge,  

Carole Primak, Anna Baez, Lucy Cannavacciuolo,  Luz Vina,                         
Aaron Sylvester, Bertha Mero, Peter Vaccaro, Gino Vaccaro,  

Ronald Horne, Doris Waldropt, Milagro Vasquez, Ynes Tavarez,  
Theresa Delevan, Mariana Rivera, Noemi Cross, Arley Johnson, 
Annissa Ramratansingh, Catherine Gregson, Josefina Gonzalez,  

Rosa Amelia Escribano Santiago, Joseph Lopez, Fr. Andrew Buechele, 
John Ford, Dick Williams, Melanie Rosario, Ayyapan Pandikatil,  

Mary T. Early, Agnes Griffith, Belen Bonhomme, Clifford Brown,    
Joel Rivera, Prospero Corona, Mr. Inham, Olga Olonzo, Jose Andujar, 

Jose Rosario, Sarah Rosario, Augustine Ayala,  Michelle Vega 
 

Please Pray for the Deceased and their Grieving Families:   
        Deacon Paul Rauch, Gladys Maldonado, Benita Pereira,        

Andrew Scott Porrata, Tiger Oscar Vasquez Mejia, Yvonne Rodriguez, 
Fedele Lagreca, Edward Cruz                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

http://www.churchofsthelena.com
http://www.sthelenaelementary.com
http://nyc.gov/notifynycapp
http://nyc.gov/notifynyc
http://nyc.gov/notifynyc


 CONCIERTO DE MUSICA, ORACION Y 
ALABANZA: El próximo 21 de octubre de 12 pm a 6 pm. 
Ver el bulletin board para mayor información. 

 ATENCION: Ayúdale a un amigo a tener  vida. Nuestra 
Iglesia cuenta con el Ministerio de la Eucaristía, del que 
hacen parte hermanas preparadas para ayudar en este 
servicio de amor. Si tienes algún familiar o conocido que 
esté enfermo o imposibilitado para venir a la Iglesia y deseas 
que se le lleve la comunión a la casa o al lugar donde se 
encuentre, contáctate con Celeni Sierra al 646 725 7415 o 
en la rectoría al 718 892 3232 donde puedes dejar el nombre 
y el teléfono para ponernos en contacto y hacer los arreglos 
necesarios para la visita. 

 CLASES DE BAUTISMO: Jueves 12 y 26 de octubre a 
las 7 pm en la Iglesia. Entrada por el parqueadero. NOTA: 
Se debe traer copia del certificado de nacimiento del niño. 
Hay dos posibilidades para tener padrinos de Bautismo. Si 
los padrinos son una pareja, deben ser casados por la Iglesia 
y traer el certificado de matrimonio de la iglesia donde se 
casaron. Si no tienes a nadie con esas características 
puedes escoger una persona (hombre o mujer). Esta persona 
debe haber recibido el Sacramento de la Confirmación y 
debe traer el certificado o una carta del pastor de la Iglesia a 
donde va donde se certifique que puede ser padrino ó 
madrina de Bautismo.  

 CLASES DE EDUCACION RELIGIOSA: CCD se 
realiza los miércoles de las 3.45 pm. a las 5 pm.  Hablar en la 
rectoría con el P. Richard para inscripciones.  

 GRUPO JUVENIL: Edades de 12-18. Se reúnen los 
viernes de 7 pm a 8.30 pm en el gimnasio.  

 GRUPOS CARISMATICOS DE ORACIÓN: En Español 
los lunes a las 7 pm en la Iglesia. En Inglés los miércoles a 
las 7.30 pm en el edificio verde.  

 MIERCOLES DE LA MISERICORDIA: Ven los 
miércoles a las 7 pm. a adorar al Santísimo y a vivir con 
alegría el misericordioso regalo de la Eucaristía. Invita a tus 
amigos y familiares a esta fiesta de amor!!!  

 LEGION DE MARIA: Todos los viernes a las 7 pm, ven 
a rezar el Rosario y a planear servicio a la comunidad. 

 NO MAS FLYERS EN LAS PUERTAS: Como podrán 
haberse dado cuenta, ahora tenemos un nuevo bulletin board 
para todos los anuncios. Esto significa que en el futuro no se 
podrán usar las puertas para colocar ningún anuncio. 
Además, todos los anuncios deben estar autorizados en la 
rectoría, sin ese permiso se retirarán inmediatamente. 
Gracias por su colaboración.  

 BODAS COMUNITARIAS-Para las parejas que no tienen 
el sacramento del Matrimonio. La iglesia les ofrece: la 
preparación del sacramento y recepción después de la 
ceremonia religiosa. Si les hace falta algún sacramento 
(primera comunión o confirmación) se tiene la preparación 
durante el curso. El curso ofrece: dinámicas de pareja, retiro 
de parejas y familiar, fiestas litúrgicas, acción activa en la 
Iglesia, liturgia, sacramentos en general y temas de 
actualidad. Celebración del sacramento: Abril 28, 2017. 
Estás interesado? Tienes preguntas como: Yo puedo 
casarme? Me hace falta un sacramento, me puedo casar? No 
te preocupes llama al Matrimonio: Manuel y Mery Mendoza 
al (914) 426 1436.  Recuerda: “Dios toca la puerta de tu 
hogar,  pero sólo ustedes pueden abrirla.”  Nota: Las 
parejas que ya tienen el sacramento del Matrimonio pero 
desean participar del curso para conocer y aprender amar en 
familia a Dios, están cordialmente invitados... deja que Dios 
llene de amor y gracia tu hogar.  
 

          Felicidades a San Faustino Miquez, Sch.P.    
 

BUEN DIA, HERMANOS: 
Hola queridos hermanos. Como he insistido en otras 
oportunidades, siempre es bueno estar atentos a lo que sucede en 
la liturgia de la Palabra que durante el año nos presenta la Iglesia. 
Allí está el tesoro de nuestra vida, la Palabra de Dios que se hace 
cercana a nosotros para mantenernos en el camino recto por 
nuestro peregrinaje en esta tierra. Intento en esta columna 
acercarme a aquellas lecturas de los días feriados (entre semana) 
que no son tan comúnmente reflexionadas en otros momentos. 
Esto nos ayuda a tener una idea cada vez más clara de la 
grandeza de la Palabra que transforma y da vida nueva.  
 

Los Evangelios están en el corazón de la vida del Católico y por 
ello estamos más familiarizados con ellos. Por ello busco 
reflexionar más acerca de la primera lectura de cada día entre 
semana y escoger una de ellas para comentar aquí. Este proceso 
poco a poco va enriqueciendo nuestra vida de fe, que encuentra 
su esencia en la relación profunda con las Sagradas Escrituras.  
 

Recordemos que la primera lectura entre semana se desarrolla en 
dos ciclos: uno es las lecturas que se nos presentan los años 
pares y el otro ciclo son las lecturas que se nos presentan los 
años impares. Esto significa que en dos años un Católico atento 
al ritmo de la Palabra de la Iglesia da un recorrido ‘muy amplio’ 
de la Biblia. Esto sin tener en cuenta que cada día las lecturas nos 
ofrecen la oportunidad de reflexionar en un salmo y, por 
supuesto, cada día hay una lectura de uno de los Evangelios, de 
acuerdo al tiempo del año en que nos encontramos. Por ejemplo, 
entre semana en este momento leemos el Evangelio de San Lucas.  
 

En las últimas cuatro semanas hemos leídos diferentes libros, en 
su mayoría no muy extensos, del Antiguo Testamento. Algunas 
de esas lecturas han estado allí por dos ó tres días, incluso por un 
día. Eso nos permite conocer cada vez más al Dios que es eterno 
y siempre el mismo: un Dios que nos ama inmensamente, un 
Dios que es todo abundancia, amor y misericordia.  
 

Voy a contarles cuáles son los libros que hemos leído las últimas 
cuatro semanas en la primera lectura de los días entre semana: 
Esdras, Ageo, Zacarías, Nehemías, Baruc, Jonás, Malaquías y 
Joel. Como ven, hemos escuchado a Dios hablarnos desde estos 
ocho libros, escritos en diferentes tiempos y por diferentes 
autores, pero todos con el mismo mensaje: Dios nos advierte 
sobre las consecuencias del pecado, pero siempre nos da la 
oportunidad de cambiar. Dios es amor y misericordia. Es el mejor 
mensaje que la humanidad puede haber escuchado. Sin embargo, 
es un mensaje que aplicarlo al diario vivir tiene, como sabemos, 
grandes retos para todos. La Buena Noticia es que no estamos 
solos, el Señor nos asiste con su gracia y con la luz del Espíritu 
Santo en este progresivo camino de regreso a la casa del Padre.  
 

Voy a comentar brevemente acerca del libro de Jonás que hemos 
leído de lunes a miércoles en la semana que termina. La intención 
clara del libro es mostrar que Dios tiene planes de salvación no 
sólo para Israel, sino también para los pueblos paganos, o sea, 
para todo el mundo. Más aún, la historia nos dice que los 
llamados ‘paganos’, en muchas ocasiones responden mejor que 
aquellos que se consideran parte del ‘pueblo escogido.’  
 

En el libro de Jonás, personaje histórico aunque la historia 
contada no lo es tanto, Dios escoge nada menos que a Nínive, 
capital de los asirios y famosa por su política despiadada y cruel, 
para que se arrepienta y para mostrar desde allí toda su 
compasión por su pueblo. Para esta misión escoge a Jonás, quien 
no tenía precisamente las mejores intenciones de cumplir con ese 
encargo y trata de escapar dirigiéndose a Tarsis, o sea, hacia el 
lado contrario al que Dios lo había enviado. En este punto les 
invito a tomar sus Biblias y disfrutar leyendo la historia que vivió 
Jonás en su viaje, la tempestad, la reacción prudente de la 
tripulación pagana del barco donde viajaba, la historia de la 
ballena, etc. La enseñanza central es que frecuentemente 
ponemos excusas al llamado de Dios. Es un error pensar que la 



misión es sólo para algunos. En realidad cada uno de nosotros es 
único e insubstituible en el plan de salvación que Dios tiene para 
la humanidad y ninguno está excepto de la suya. Pregunta: 
conozco cuál es mi misión? Reconozco la bondad de Dios al 
darme esa misión? Intento cumplirla con amor y a cabalidad, a 
pesar de las dificultades que se presentan?  
 

En la parte final de la historia Jonás se da cuenta que no puede 
desobedecer a Dios y va a Nínive a proclamar el mensaje que 
desde el comienzo se le había encomendado y que no quería 
llevar: anunciar al pueblo que en cuarenta días será castigado por 
sus pecados, si no hay arrepentimiento. Este arrepentimiento es 
el que obra siempre la salvación, es el que hace ‘cambiar la 
decisión de Dios’, aunque en realidad siempre la decisión de Dios 
ha sido la salvarnos, de perdonar. Pero necesitamos hacer nuestra 
parte. El arrepentimiento es un medio maravilloso de reconocer 
nuestras faltas ante Dios y desde allí siempre recomenzar de 
nuevo con alegría y esperanza. 
 

Esto nos enseña que nunca hay que perder la esperanza de 
salvación para todos. Cuántas veces miramos a ciertas personas o 
grupos de personas como a condenados a la perdición? Esa no es 
la actitud de un Católico, quien siempre debe ver en el otro la 
posibilidad de la redención porque allí, a pesar de los errores y 
pecados, existe la presencia de Dios. No tenemos confianza en 
las personas! Si Jesús hubiera sido como somos nosotros, jamás 
hubiera predicado, jamás habría perdonado como nos perdonó, 
jamás habría entregado su vida para salvarnos. Pablo, Pedro y 
tantos santos que han existido en la historia de la humanidad, 
tampoco habrían entregado sus vidas por el proyecto del Reino 
de Dios, pero ellos creyeron que todos los seres humanos 
tenemos la posibilidad de la salvación porque Dios quiere que 
todos nos salvemos. Lección importante para todos.  
 

El final de la historia es sorprendente. Jonás hace lo que Dios le 
ha pedido, el pueblo se arrepiente, Dios los perdona y Jonás se 
pone bravo por ello. Se enfada porque Dios ha sido 
misericordioso, entra en crisis e inclusive se desea hasta la 
muerte. Llega a reprochar a Dios diciéndole: “yo sabías que eres 
compasivo y te arrepientes de tus amenazas.” El no comprende 
que a Dios le duele que un pueblo tan pecador pierda del don de 
la vida eterna a su lado. Dios quiere que se arrepientan y que 
tengan vida. El quiere que todos participemos en su banquete 
eterno. Pero qué difícil es para nosotros comprender los caminos 
de Dios. Siempre el orgullo, la soberbia y el ego se colocan en el 
centro del corazón, para hacernos insensibles a la voluntad de 
Dios.  
 

Las pataletas infantiles de Jonás suceden con muchos que se 
consideran los buenos. Acaso no hay ocasiones en las que 
deseamos que el corrupto no sea perdonado aunque se arrepienta? 
Acaso en ocasiones, llenos de orgullo, no nos colocamos en una 
falsa posición de superioridad sobre el que consideramos pecador 
y decidimos que no merece otra oportunidad? Acaso no molesta 
que el hijo pródigo regrese a casa con fiesta y todo? No molesta 
que el buen ladrón alcance el Reino en el último momento?  
 

Apliquémonos con humildad estas lecciones. Creamos en el amor 
de Dios, "bueno y clemente, rico en misericordia con los que le 
invocan". Y tengamos también nosotros un corazón más abierto y 
tolerante para con este mundo. Todos, sin excepción, algún día 
necesitaremos ser perdonados.                                      Padre Nelson 
 

Mass Intentions 

SUN., Oct. 15, 2017-Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
               7:30    Brenda Van de Weghe Intentions 
               9:00    In Thanksgiving for Favors 
             10:30       Elena Sanchez and Louis Eduardo Flores 
             12:00       Adelina Rosete Landeros; 
  Carmen Martis;          Pedro Figueroa 
  Myrna Canino (Birthday Blessings-Intention); 
  Jose Francisco Luna Second Anniversary 
               1:30     Maura Balem Tilton 
               5:00     Xavier Francis and Meera Job (Intentions for 
                  Immigration Status) 
MONDAY, October 16, 2017– St. Gerard Majelia,                              
St. Marguerite d’Youville  and St. Margaret Mary Alacoque 
 6:50    Divine Justice for the Kidnapping, Attack  &                                           
  Killing of a Girl after Receiving the $500,000 Ransom  
              8:30  Alessandra Mia Savino’s Intentions for Her 
 Future Spiritual Welfare and Relationship with Her 
             Paternal Grandmother 
 12:15 James Joseph (RIP) 
TUESDAY, October 17, 2017-St. Ignatius of Antioch 
 6:50     In Thanksgiving for Favors  
 8:30      In Thanksgiving for Favors 
 12:15    Sheehan and Maloney Family (Healing  
        Intention) 
WEDNESDAY, October 18, 2017-St. Luke 
 6:50   For the Safety of Our Country 
 8:30 In Thanksgiving for Favors 
  12:15 Maria Ajish Family Intentions 
 7:00     Lorna Maria Taylor 
  Bosco Morales Aldana 
THURSDAY, October 19, 2017-St. John de Brebeuf and              
                    St. Isaac Jogues and Companions 
               6:50   In Thanksgiving for Favors  
 8:30 For the Soul of Ammani Mathew 
 12:15    Souls in Purgatory 
FRIDAY, October 20, 2017-St. Paul of the Cross  
 6:50       Varghese Kundukulam Intentions  
 8:30    All Souls 
 12:15 Divine Justice for the Kidnapping, Attack &      
  Killing of a Girl after Receiving the $500,000 Ransom 
SATURDAY, October 21, 2017-St. Celine 
 6:50       Sick of St. Helena’s Parish 
 8:30   Alberto Brinz 
 12:15    Ellen Teweolde and Family Intentions 
  Tiger Oscar Vasquez Mejia 
 5:30 Maura Balem Tilton 
SUN., Oct. 22, 2017-Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time       
               7:30      Ralph Backino  
               9:00      Gloria Mangual 
             10:30     Aurea Andujar (Second Anniversary) 
  Edith Louis 
             12:00     Juana del Carmen Rodriguez 
  Raul Ramirez Hernandez 
               1:30     Edward and Isabella Garrity 
               5:00     Owen Kelly 
 
 

Readings for the Week of October 15, 2017 
Sunday: Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-6/Phil 4:12-14, 19-20/Mt 22:1-14 or 
22:1-10; Monday: Rom 1:1-7/Ps 98:1-4/Lk 11:29-32; Tuesday: 
Rom 1:16-25/Ps 19:2-5/Lk 11:37-41; Wednesday: 2 Tm 4:10-17b/Ps 
145:10-13, 17-18/Lk 10:1-9; Thursday: Rom 3:21-30/Ps 130:1b-6ab/
Lk 11:47-54; Friday: Rom 4:1-8/Ps 32:1b-2, 5, 11/Lk 12:1-7; 
Saturday: Rom 4:13, 16-18/Ps 105:6-9, 42-43/Lk 12:8-12; Next 
Sunday: Is 45:1, 4-6/Ps 96:1, 3-5, 7-10/1 Thes 1:1-5b/Mt 22:15-21 




