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Are You Registered at the                                 
Parish of St. Helena? 

Over the past couple of weeks, two people called the parish and 
requested a letter of suitability to be 
godparents at a baptism taking place at 
another parish.  Neither person was a 
registered member of the parish, nor did 
we have any record of their attending 
Mass here or having contributed to the 
parish.  Both said that they actually 
attended Mass here only from time to 
time, as well as attending Mass 
sometimes at other Catholic churches. 
They were disappointed when they did not 
receive the letter of suitability.  These two 
incidents do remind us of the importance 
of being a registered member of the 
parish and having some way of demonstrating that you do 
contribute financially to the parish. 

The word parish itself originates in Judaism and identifies the body 
of people. "Parish" denoted the Israelites living in exile in Egypt. 
Later, "parish" signified the earthly existence of Israel living in this 
world but not as part of this world; rather, as a parish of pilgrim 
people of God, the Israelites looked forward to the heavenly 
Jerusalem. In Christianity, the term was similarly used to denote 
the Church community living in the Kingdom of God now in this 
world but with a view to its fulfillment in the heavenly Kingdom. 
During the time of persecution, the parish was each individual 
community headed by a bishop. By A.D. 100, the bishop would 
send priests to offer Mass in homes especially in the rural areas. 
Moreover, each priest would also carry some of the Holy Eucharist 
consecrated by the bishop to be distributed to the faithful at these 
sites as a sign of their unity as a whole Church. 

After the legalization of Christianity, the diocesan structure soon 
came into existence. The bishop oversaw the care of the entire 
diocese, referred to as "the Church," e.g. the "Church of New York 
City," and appointed priests as pastors in his stead to care for the 
local, smaller communities, now designated as "parishes." By the 
time of Popes Zosimus (417-18) and Leo the Great (440-461), 
parishes were given specific geographical areas by the bishop to 
ensure the pastoral care of the people. However, because of the 
politics surrounding the feudal system of the Middle Ages, 
sometimes the jurisdiction of the bishop as well as the territory of 
parishes were not so clear. 

The Council of Trent (1545-63) addressed the parish structure of 
the diocese and established the need for parishes with specific 
boundaries and said that the local bishop would appoint properly 
educated pastors and assistants. The current Code of Canon Law 
states, "A parish is a definite community of the Christian faithful 
established on a stable basis within a particular Church; the 
pastoral care of the parish is entrusted to a pastor as its own 
shepherd under the authority of the diocesan bishop" (No. 515). 
The pastor has grave responsibilities to his flock. He must preach 
the Word of God; instruct the people in the faith; promote apostolic 
works; see to the Catholic education of children; reach out to those 
either who have stopped practicing the faith or who do not believe; 
ensure the devout celebration of the sacraments, particularly the 
most Holy Eucharist and penance; and foster family prayer and 
devotion (No. 528). 

However, parish life does not depend solely on the priests. The 
Second Vatican Council's "Decree on the Apostolate of Lay 
People" asserted that the laity should be filled with an apostolic 
spirit and work closely with their priests. "Nourished by their active 
participation in the liturgical life of their community, they engage 
zealously in its apostolic works; they draw people toward the 
Church who had been perhaps very far away from it; they ardently 
cooperate in the spread of the word of God, particularly by 
catechetical instruction; by their expert assistance they increase 
the efficacy of the care of souls as well as of the administration of 
the goods of the Church (No. 10). Therefore, the pastor, his 

assistants, and the faithful work together to build a sense of 
community within the parish, particularly through the celebration of 
the Mass. For this reason, under normal circumstances, adults are 
to be baptized in their parish church and infants in the parish 
church of their parents; and couples are to be married in the parish 
where either the bride or groom lives. If they do not do this and do 
not obtain permission in advance to marry elsewhere, the 
marriage is actually invalid. Interestingly, those canons that refer 
to a person's parish always refer to the territorial parish of the 
Catholic person. Whether that person is registered at a completely 
different parish or is not registered anywhere at all, is canonically 
irrelevant. Through the spirit and practice of the laity and clergy 
working together to foster this community, the relationship of the 
parish to the bishop is strengthened ("Constitution on the Sacred 
Liturgy," No. 42). 

To help ensure this dynamic in the parish, the Church requires 
registration. Parish registration creates a two-fold obligation. On 
the one hand, the pastor is obligated to support the mission and 
needs of the parish. On the other hand, the individual is obligated 
to support the mission and needs of the parish. In her wisdom, the 
Church has seen the practice of registering at the church 
responsible for a particular territory as the best way for both 
priests and laity to meet these obligations. 

In our society today, sometimes a person may feel more 
comfortable at a particular parish or like the ambiance of another 
particular parish even though it is not the territorial parish where 
the person lives. Pope St. Pius X reminded us that the purpose of 
a parish is to gather people with their different backgrounds and 
talents and insert them into the universality of the Church. The 
parish is a microcosm of the whole Church. While nurturing the 
souls of the faithful members, the parish as a whole must be ready 
to respond to the broader needs of the diocese and the national 
and international Church. The faithful must also have a sense of 
serving the needs of all the faithful throughout the world and of 
building up the Kingdom of God. 

Registering in one’s local parish is generally not a common 
practice for Catholics in Latin America and Europe. However, it is 
common practice in the United States, and it offers a variety of 
benefits, such as:  It establishes evidence of your presence at a 
particular address or in the United States.  It helps demonstrate 
financial commitment; it could provide proof of sacramental 
participation and is required of people who wish to serve as 
sponsors; it offers certain spiritual benefits;  it demonstrates 
community involvement; and it provides financial and educational 
benefits, such as the reduced tuition members of our parish 
receive whose children attend St. Helena School. 

Therefore, it is important that all people regularly attending Mass 
here at St. Helena be registered members of the parish, and 
having and using parish envelopes provides proof of your financial 
support of your parish.  To register, simply visit the parish office 
and complete a very a simple registration card, and please know 
that no information contained on the card is ever shared with any 
governmental or any outside agencies. 

Le don et l’appel de Dieu sont «irrévocables» 
Quand Dieu fait un don, il est « irrévocable », explique le pape 
François. 

Le pape a présidé la messe de 7h en la chapelle de la Maison 
Sainte-Marthe du Vatican ce lundi 6 novembre 2017. Voici notre 
traduction de l’essentiel de la synthèse publiée par Radio Vatican 
en italien. Le pape a souligné, en commentant les lectures de la 
messe, notamment le passage de l’Epître de saint Paul aux 
Romains sur « l’élection » que Dieu ne donne pas un don 
« aujourd’hui » pour « le reprendre demain » et de même, « quand 
Dieu appelle, cet appel demeure pour toute la vie ». 

Le pape a fait observer que « les dons et les appels de Dieu à son 
peuple, dans l’histoire du salut », sont au nombre de trois et « tous 
irrévocables » parce que Dieu est fidèle : « le don de l’élection », 
celui de «  la promesse » et celui de « l’alliance ». Il a fait le 
parallèle entre « Abraham » et tout croyant. 
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« Chacun de nous est un élu, une élue de Dieu, a affirmé le pape. 
Chacun de nous porte une promesse que le Seigneur a faite : 
“Marche en ma présence, sois irréprochable et je te ferai ceci”. Et 
chacun de nous scelle des alliances avec le Seigneur. Il peut le 
faire, il ne veut pas le faire – il est libre. Mais c’est un fait. Et aussi, 
il faut se poser une question : comment est-ce que je la sens, 
l’élection ? Ou bien est-ce que je me sens chrétien par hasard ? 
Comment est-ce que je vis la promesse, une promesse de salut 
sur mon chemin, et comment suis-je fidèle à l’alliance ? Comment 
lui, est-il fidèle ? » 

Il a invité à un examen de conscience sur ce point : devant la 
« fidélité même » qui est Dieu, il ne reste qu’à nous interroger : est
-ce que nous sentons sa « caresse », le fait qu’il « prend soin » de 
nous et qu’il « nous cherche » quand nous nous éloignons ? Il a 
cité saint Paul, à propos de l’élection : « L’apôtre revient au moins 
« quatre fois » sur deux mots, « désobéissance » et 
« miséricorde ». Là où il y a la première, il y a eu la seconde, voilà 
notre chemin de salut. » 

Le pape a indiqué un chemin : « Cela signifie que, sur le chemin 
de l’élection vers la promesse et l’alliance, il y aura des péchés, il 
y aura la désobéissance, mais devant cette désobéissance, il y a 
toujours la miséricorde. C’est comme la dynamique de notre 
cheminement vers la maturité : il y a toujours la miséricorde, parce 
qu’il est fidèle, il ne reprend jamais ses dons. » Puis il s’est 
demandé : « C’est lié, c’est lié cela, le fait que les dons soient 
irrévocables, pourquoi ? Parce que, devant nos faiblesses, nos 
péchés, il y a toujours la miséricorde et, quand Paul arrive à cette 
réflexion, il fait un pas de plus : mais pas un pas d’explication pour 
nous, mais d’adoration. » 

Le pape a invité à « l’adoration » et à la « louange silencieuse », 
devant « ce mystère de la désobéissance et de la miséricorde qui 
nous rend libres » et, devant « cette beauté des dons irrévocables 
que sont l’élection, la promesse et l’alliance ».  Le pape a indiqué 
la « grâce à demander » dans la prière : « Je pense que cela peut 
nous faire du bien à tous de penser aujourd’hui à notre élection, 
aux promesses que le Seigneur nous a faites et à la manière dont 
je vis l’alliance avec le Seigneur. Et comment je me laisse – 
permettez-moi l’expression – « miséricordier » par le Seigneur, 
devant mes péchés, mes désobéissances. Et à la fin, si je suis 
capable, comme Paul, de louer Dieu pour ce qu’il m’a donné, ce 
qu’il a donné à chacun de nous : louer et faire cet acte d’adoration. 
Mais n’oubliez jamais : les dons et l’appel de Dieu sont sans 
repentance. » 

 

Mother Cabrini - November 13 
St. Frances Xavier Cabrini was born as Maria Francesca Cabrini on 
July 15, 1850, in Sant' Angelo Lodigiano, Lombardy, Italy. She was 
born two months premature and the youngest of thirteen children. 
Unfortunately, only three of her siblings survived past adolescence, 
and Frances would live most of her life in a fragile and delicate 
state of health. Frances became dedicated to living a life for 
religious work from a young age and received a convent education 
at a school run by the Daughters of the Sacred Heart. She 
graduated with high honors and a teaching certificate. 

When Frances was 18, she applied for admission to the religious 
congregation of the Daughters of the Sacred Heart but was turned 
down because of her poor health. Instead, a priest asked her to 
teach at the House of Providence Orphanage in Cadagono, Italy. 
She taught at the girls' school for six years and organized a 
community of women in to live the religious way of life. In 1877, 
she became Mother Cabrini after she finally made her vows and 
took the religious habit, also adding Xavier to her name in honor 
of St. Francis Xavier. 

When the House of Providence Orphanage closed, her bishop 
asked her, along with six other women from her orphanage in 
Cadagono, to found the Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart to 
care for the poor children in both schools and hospitals. Frances 
composed the Rule and Constitution for the religious institute. In 
its first five years, the institute established seven homes and a 
free school and nursery. Frances wanted to continue her mission 
in China, but Pope Leo XIII urged her to go to the United States, a 
nation that was becoming flooded with Italian immigrants who 
needed her help. "Not to the East, but the West," was his advice 

to her. 

On March 31, 1889, Frances arrived in New York City along with 
six other sisters ready to begin her new journey. However, right 
from the beginning, she encountered many disappointments and 
hardships. The house originally intended for her new orphanage 
was no longer available, but Frances did not give up, even though 
the archbishop insisted that she return to Italy. After she refused, 
Archbishop Michael Corrigan found them housing with the convent 
of the Sisters of Charity. Frances then received permission to 
found an orphanage in what is now West Park, New York and is 
now known as Saint Cabrini Home. 

Filled with a deep trust in God and endowed with a wonderful 
administrative ability, Frances founded 67 institutions, including 
orphanages, schools, and hospitals, within 35 years dedicated to 
caring for the poor, uneducated, sick, abandoned, and especially 
for the Italian immigrants. Her institutions were spread out in 
places all over the United States, including New York, Colorado, 
and Illinois. 

Frances was known for being as resourceful as she was prayerful. 
She was always able to find people to donate their money, time, 
and support for her institutions. In 1909, Frances became a 
naturalized citizen of the United States. Eight years later, on 
December 22, 1917, Frances passed at the age of 67, due to 
complications from dysentery at the Columbus Hospital, one of her 
own hospitals, in Chicago, Illinois. 

Frances' body was originally placed at the Saint Cabrini Home but 
was exhumed in 1931 as part of her canonization process. Her 
head is preserved in Rome at the chapel of the congregation's 
international motherhouse. One of her arms is at the national 
shrine in Chicago, and the rest of her body rests at a shrine in 
New York called the St. Frances Xavier Cabrini Shrine in the 
Hudson Heights section of Manhattan 

Frances has two miracles attributed to her. She restored sight to a 
child who was believed to have been blinded by excess silver 
nitrate, and she healed a terminally ill member of her 
congregation. St. Frances Xavier Cabrini was beatified on 
November 13, 1938, by Pope Pius XI and canonized by Pope Pius 
XII on July 7, 1946, making her the first United States citizen to 
be canonized. Her feast day is celebrated on November 13 and 
she is the patron saint of immigrants. 
 

St. Gertrude - November 16 
Introduced the Devotion to the Sacred Heart 

St. Gertrude the Great, a Benedictine nun of the monastery of 
Helfta, in Saxony, is one of the great mystics of the Middle Ages. 
She was favored by visions of our Savior and has left a marvelous 
account of them in a book which she called Revelations. St. 
Gertrude introduced the devotion to the Sacred Heart which, four 
centuries later, St. Margaret Mary spread throughout the Church. 
She died at the beginning of the thirteenth century. 

St. Gertrude was a Cistercian nun and is one of the most lovable 
German saints from medieval times, and through her writings, she 
will remain for all ages a guide to the interior life. She was born in 
1256 at Eisleben, and at the age of five, she was taken to the 
convent at Rossdorf, where Gertrude of Hackeborn was abbess. 
Similarity in name has often occasioned confusion between the 
two Gertrudes. However, St. Gertrude the Great never functioned 
as superior. 

In spite of much ill-health, Gertrude used her exceptional natural 
talents well, and she knew Latin fluently. When she was twenty-
five years old (1281), Christ began to appear to her and to 
disclose to her the secrets of the mystical union. Obeying a divine 
wish, she put into writing the favors of grace bestowed upon her. 
Her most important work, Legatus Divinae Pietatis, "The Herald of 
Divine Love," is distinguished for theological profundity, sublime 
poetry, and unusual clarity. How it stimulates the love of God can 
be felt only by reading it; Abbot Blosius is said to have read it 
twelve times each year. St. Gertrude died in 1302, more 
consumed by the fire of God's love than by fever. 
 

Study Jesus, Mary and the Catholic Catechism 
Do the truths of the faith, which are listed in the Nicene Creed, 
really permeate your life?  The Creed is a 12-session program 
covering the first part of the Catechism of the Catholic Church. 
Don't miss this opportunity to take part in a compelling and 
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inspiring learning experience that is sure to draw you closer to 
Christ through a deeper understanding of the teachings of His 
Church. Join us in the Green Building at 11:30 AM on Sundays or 
at either 1 PM or 7:30 PM on Tuesdays and continuing for the 
next four weeks. This week, we will study the Ministry of Jews and 
paragraphs 535-630 of the Cathechism of the Catholic Church, 
which is available for sale in the Religious Goods Room. 
 

Helen Urban Turns 103 on Nov. 21:  As far as we know, 
the LAST surviving "founding member" of St. Helena's Parish is 
Helen Urban who turns 103 on November 21, 2017.  How 
appropriate that the oldest member of St. Helena's parish is 
named Helen. Her daughter, Marilyn, was the first baby born in 
Parkchester.  Marilyn attended St. Helena School.  Helen's 
husband, Joseph, bought the very first car in Parkchester.  Helen 
currently lives in Vermont, and she sends her prayers and best 
wishes out to the parish and all its current members. If you wish 
to send Helen birthday greetings, send them to the rectory, and 
we will forward them to her. 

Catholic Charities Collection Next Weekend:  In every 
season throughout the year, Catholic Charities meets the needs of 
the poor and vulnerable throughout the Archdiocese of New 
York. Your gift next weekend, Nov. 18-19, will help them meet 
the growing demand for all their areas of service. We cannot 
forget those in need every day. Catholic Charities needs your 
help to provide help and create hope. 

 

POPE JOHN PAUL I-The Congregation for the Causes of 
Saints has voted unanimously to acknowledge the “heroic virtue” 
of Pope John Paul I.  He is now eligible for beatification once an 

authentic miracle is attributed to his intercession.  
 

PAPAL PLEA: NO CELL-PHONES DURING MASS-
 During his regular public audience on November 8, Pope Francis 

said: “It makes me very sad when I am celebrating here in the 
square or in the basilica, and I see lots of cellphones raised up—
not only by the faithful but also by some priests and even some 

bishops. Please, put them away! Mass is not a show.”  
 

Banns of Marriage 
I—Cesar Jimenez & Estela Rojas 

 
 

 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

 50/50-Pink envelopes for the November drawing are 
available at both entrances to the church. Remember, it only 
costs $5.00 to enter. The next winner will be picked on 
Monday, November 27.  

 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES for  both children 
and adults take place on Wednesdays, from 3:45PM-5PM. 

 SPANISH FAMILY SESSION this weekend on Sunday, 
November 12 at 1:30PM in the cafeter ia. 

 ENGLISH FAMILY SESSION next Sunday, Nov. 19 at 
11:30AM in the cafeter ia.   

 ADULT RCIA CLASSES take place on Sundays. The 
Spanish class takes place at 10AM in the cafeteria, and the 
English class is held at 3PM in the downstairs rectory 
meeting room.  

 SPANISH BIBLE STUDY CLASS-On Tuesday, Nov. 7 
we'll continue the study of the first eleven chapters of the 
Book of Genesis from 7:30PM to 9PM.  

 SPANISH CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP meets on 
Mondays, at 7:00PM in the Church. 

 ENGLISH CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP meets on 
Wednesdays at 7:30PM in the Green Building. 

 WORKSHOP OF PRAYER AND LIFE in Spanish takes 
place every Thursday from 7-9PM in the cafeter ia. 

 YOUTH GROUP for  ages 12-18 meets on Fridays from      
7-8:30PM in the gym.  

 RELIGIOUS ARTICLES ROOM is now open. The 
Catechism of the Catholic Church and A Biblical Walk 
Through the Mass, are now available.  

 2018 MASS BOOK is now open. Please come into the 
Rectory to reserve a Mass Intention. The suggested donation 
or stipend for 2018 remains the same at $10 for either 
weekday or weekend Masses. People who have requested 
Masses are encouraged to sit in the front pews during their 
Masses and are invited to bring up the gifts at the offertory.  

 SPANISH MARRIAGE PREPARATION SESSIONS 
take place every Monday, from 7:30PM to 9:00PM and will 
continue for the next six months, St. Helena is offering a 
special marriage preparation course both for couples 
preparing for marriage and for those already married couples 
who wish to strengthen their marriage or who wish to have 
their civil marriage convalidated in the Church.  For more 
info, contact Fr. Nelson at 718-892-3232.  

 NEXT BAPTISM PREP CLASS will be held on 
Thursday, November 30, at 7PM. Please br ing a copy of 
the child’s birth certificate as well as either a letter of 
suitability for the godparents from their local pastor or a 
copy of the godparent’s Confirmation Certificate and if a 
godparent is married, a copy of their Catholic Marriage 
Certificate. These must all be brought to the class. 

 ANNUAL THANKSGIVING PARISH FLEA MARKET 
will take place today in the gym, Sunday, November 12 from 
9AM-5PM. Chr istmas and tax season are just around the 
corner, so donate new or gently used items or your excess 
goods to the Parish Flea Market. Receive a tax donation and 
pick up a little something extra for birthdays, anniversaries, 
or those special people on your shopping list. 

OFFERING ENVELOPES 
Sunday, November 5 , 2017                             $4,304.85 
Elementary School Collection                         $1,497.51 
All Saint’s Day Collection                                $1,569.00 

 
 

Our weekly budget, (Nuestro presupuesto semanal es) $4,423.00 
Thank you for your generosity and your support and for all that you do 

for St. Helena’s Parish. This week we did not meet our weekly goal. We 
are currently fixing the windows in the school and replacing the carpet 
in the gym, and we must now have special testing done, so I ask you to 
still please consider increasing your regular weekly offerings a little so 
that we can exceed our 2017 weekly budget goal and be able to pay for 

much needed physical plant improvements.  
 

 

 

Gracias a todos por su generosidad y por todo lo que hacen por esta 
Iglesia de St. Helena. Nosotros estamos haciendo reparaciones 

en la escuela y la iglesia; por favor, considere aumentar su oferta para 
ayudar y apoya estas mejoras.   



 THANKSGIVING FOOD DRIVE-If you would like to 
share some of your canned food and non-perishables for our 
Thanksgiving Food Drive, please either bring them to the 
rectory or deposit them in the special container at the back of 
the church.  All items will benefit St. Anthony's Soup 
Kitchen and their Thanksgiving Food Program.  If you 
donate a large quantity of food, you could receive a tax 
deduction letter. Come to the rectory with those donations. 
Thank you for your generosity.  Donations will be accepted 
until November 26. 

 THANKSGIVING RAFFLE TICKETS have been 
mailed and are available in the rectory and in the religious 
articles room. This year, in celebration of the 75th 
Anniversary of the dedication of St. Helena’s Church on 
May 3, 1942, the cash pr izes will be one $1,075 grand 
prize, two $575 second prizes and five  $175 third prizes. 
The cost is still $1 a chance or $20 for 22 chances. The 
drawing will take place on Sunday, December 3. 

 AN ECUADORIAN STYLE WHOLE FOODS PLANT-
BASED SUPPERS MEAL will take place on Sat., Nov. 18 
from 3-5:30PM in the St. Helena cafeter ia .  Hosted by 
Fatima Cabrera, who is in charge of the St. Helena School 
cafeteria, the plan here is to have a communal meal 
preparation and supper for people interested in Whole Foods, 
Plant-Based nutrition. We essentially follow a model 
provided by Dr. Robert Ostfeld of the Montefiore Cardiac 
Wellness Program.  If you are interested in attending this 
event, please R.S.V.P. by November 17 to Rogier at 
www.Meetup.com/Starling-Avenue-Triangle-Vegan-
Cuisine/events.  The cost for supplies is $15 per person. 

 NEXT BEREAVEMENT GROUP BEGINS IN DEC.-
Each of us mourns the death of a loved one differently, 
especially around the holiday seasons. While some people 
attempt to cope with their grief by themselves and do not 
want or need outside assistance, many others seek and find 
comfort in sharing the pain, anger, depression and other 
emotions they feel following a loss. St. Helena will next 
offer a bi-lingual, four-week Bereavement Session that will 
be held in the Green Building on Sat., Dec. 2, 9, 16, & 23 at 
11AM. For  more info, call Jessica at 347-791-2381.  

 THE ANNUAL NATIONAL NIGHT OF PRAYER FOR 
LIFE begins at  9:00PM on Friday, Dec. 8 and ends at 
1:00AM on Saturday, Dec. 9, and we here at St. Helena 
will be taking part in it. We invite you to come to the church 
and spend at least 30 minutes in prayer before Our Blessed 
Lord. During the Hour of Unity from 12AM - 1AM, we will 
be united with churches across the country in prayer. It was 
on the Feast of the Immaculate Conception (then celebrated 
on Dec 9) that Our Lady of Guadalupe, Patroness of the 
unborn and of the Americas, first appeared to St. Juan Diego. 
The National Night of Prayer for Life bridges these two 
feasts to honor Our Blessed Mother and to pray for the 
Lord’s mercy and restore life, liberty, faith, and peace.     

 ADVENT RECONCILIATION MONDAY will take 
place on Mon., December 18 from 4-8PM. Pr iests will be in 
the confessionals during those times to hear confessions in 
either English or Spanish.  

 LEARN ABOUT THE CATHOLIC REFORMATION 
ON FORMED-500 years ago, Martin Luther presented his 
95 theses and forever changed the world's view of the 
Church. But the Church did not remain silent through the 
sudden shift.  Discover the stories of six great saints who 
spearheaded the Church’s rebirth after the turbulence and 
confusion caused by the Protestant Revolution.                   
Dr. Christopher Blum leads this comprehensive study 
program to present a specifically Catholic worldview that 
addresses the Protestant Revolt. St. Helena’s Parish still has 

a free subscription to FORMED. All parishioners have 
unlimited access to its programs, and it is very easy to 
register with FORMED. FIRST go to formed.org and click 
the REGISTER link in the middle of the page; enter the 
parish code 2KQQYD and your email, then click “Go.” Fill 
in the registration information.  After registering, you will 
receive a message asking you to verify your email address. 
Check your email (it may be in your spam folder) and click 
VERIFY.  You will be prompted to login.  You can then 
enjoy using FORMED.   

 

SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

MULTICULTURAL MASS will be held on Wednesday, 
November 22 at 8:30AM in the church. Come and celebrate 

our great ethnic and cultural diversity. 
 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 NIGHTFEVER NYC is coming back to St Patrick’s 

Cathedral on Saturday November 18, 2017.  On this night, 
Nightfever NYC will be hosting this night of praise, worship 
and reconciliation at Saint Patrick’s Cathedral (50th Street 
and 5th Avenue).  We will have the opportunity to pray 
before the Lord in the Blessed Sacrament as well as light 
candles to honor Our Lord.  The evening of music and prayer 
will start at 7pm and end at 9pm.  Confessions will be heard 
throughout the night.  Come and be a part of this night, 
where the Cathedral will be have its doors open to all New 
Yorkers so they can come, pray, and love the Lord.  For 
more information, email us at nightfevernyc@gmail.com.   

 MARRIAGE SAVEHOUSE-is a free parish based ministry 
helping spouses resolve problems that threaten a marriage… 
using a team of married couples. Sessions are every 3rd 
Saturday morning at St. Benedict’s convent, 1082 Edison 
Avenue. Completely confidential! Call 718-828-3403 ext. 
107, for appointment. 

 FREE CHRISTMAS WRISTBAND-This Christmas 
season,  stand for the Christian faith by wearing a “Keep 
Christ in Christmas” wristband. These wristbands are 
great conversation starters and you can get a wristband 
absolutely free just for asking. You might ask why this is 
an important battle. There are secular liberals in our 
nation who are bent on minimizing and even removing 
any mention of Christianity from the public square. And 
no other time of the year reminds people of Jesus Christ 
and America’s Christian heritage more than the 
Christmas season. For this reason, politically correct 
forces want to use their influence to distance our culture 
from anything that would remind people of the Savior – 
even Christmas. And as you request your free wristband 
or order more, please remember that your prayers are 
needed in the battle to restore Christian values in 

Please Pray for the Sick of Our Parish 
Joanne Frances Bernadette Sanabria,  Ruben Mercado, Louis Lopez, 

Mike Adorno, Catherine Holden, Carmelle and Nicole Antoine,         
Indrowdi Sadu, Rosa Pena, Brenda Jackson, James Leunge, Luzvina Vega, 

Carole Primak, Anna Baez, Lucy Cannavacciuolo, Aaron Sylvester,      
Bertha Mero, Peter Vaccaro, Gino Vaccaro, Ronald Horne,  Mr. Inham,                 

Doris Waldropt, Milagro Vasquez, Ynes Tavarez, Theresa Delevan,    
Mariana Rivera, Noemi Cross, Arley Johnson, Annissa Ramratansingh, 

Catherine Gregson, Josefina Gonzalez, Rosa Amelia Escribano Santiago, 
Joseph Lopez, Fr. Andrew Buechele, John Ford, Dick Williams,         

Melanie Rosario, Ayyapan Pandikatil, Mary T. Early, Agnes Griffith,     
Belen Bonhomme, Clifford Brown, Joel Rivera, Prospero Corona,           

Olga Olonzo, Jose Andujar, Jose Rosario, Augustine Ayala,  Michelle Vega,          
Raymond Concepcion, Marlene Oliveras, Patrick Marquez 

Please Pray for the Deceased and their Grieving Families:   
       Juanita Cruz, Robert Laserinko, Sr., Br. Thomas Delaney, F.M.S.,                                    

Br. Kevin Luke O’Neill, F.M.S., Guillermo Alfredo Andrade,                
Porfirio Molina, Jr., Nestor Luis Tirado                                                                                     

http://www.Meetup.com/Starling-Avenue-Triangle-Vegan-Cuisine/events
http://www.Meetup.com/Starling-Avenue-Triangle-Vegan-Cuisine/events
http://formed.org/
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America. order yours by going to:  www.afa.net/
wristbandCH 

 CABRINI CARE TO GO-High quality and compassionate 
care is now available in the privacy of your own home 
through Cabrini Certified Home Health Agency.  If you or a 
loved one are in need of rehabilitation or skilled nursing 
care, call 914-693-6800 X 550.  

 PATHWAYS TO EXCELLENCE II-The Department of 
Education of the Archdiocese of New York is embarking on 
a fresh iteration of our Strategic Plan for Elementary 
Schools, which we are calling Pathways to Excellence II. 
Building on the framework established in 2010 in Pathways 
to Excellence I, Pathways to Excellence II is designed to 
ensure academically excellent and fully enrolled Catholic 
Elementary Schools that are poised for growth and 
longevity. Parents, teachers, priests, principals and other 
engaged religious and lay people familiar with our Catholic 
Elementary Schools are invited to take a short survey and 
provide feedback and comments that will help us ensure a 
bright future for the Catholic School system in the 
Archdiocese of New York.  Make sure your voice counts. 
Respond by November 15 at https://catholicschoolsny.org/
about-us/pathways/ 

 WORLD DAY OF THE POOR-Pope Francis will 
celebrate a special Mass at St. Peter's Basilica with the poor 
and those people who assist them on November 19, the first 
World Day of the Poor.  

 NEWSIES-Archbishop Stepinac High School Theatre 
presents the Disney hit, NEWSIES.  Show dates are:  Dec. 1, 
2, 8, and 9 at 7:30PM and matinees on Dec. 9 & 10 at 2PM. 
Tickets are $22 for adults and $18 for seniors and children 
under 12. For reservations, call 914-946-4800 X 200.  

 NOTIFY NYC APP-New York City residents, families, and 
commuters can stay informed in more ways than ever before 
with Notify NYC’s new mobile application, which provides 
information about emergency events and important City 
services, based on your location. Anyone can sign up and 
customize the alerts they would like to receive by 
downloading the Notify NYC app for their Apple or Android 
device (visit NYC.gov/notifynycapp, visiting NYC.gov/
notifynyc, calling 311 or 212-639-9675 for  Video Relay 
Service, or TTY: 212-504-4115), or  following 
@NotifyNYC on Twitter . 

 

ANUNCIOS EN ESPAÑOL 
 NOCHE DE REMEMBRANZA: Todos de alguna 

manera, o porque hemos participado de él o porque 
conocemos alguien que ha vivido esa dolorosa experiencia, 
hemos sido tocados por la experiencia del aborto. El viernes 
17 de noviembre a las 7 pm, celebraremos una misa de 
remembranza y sanación por todos los bebés no nacidos y 
por todos aquellos (hombres o mujeres), afectados por esta 
experiencia. Te invitamos a participar de esta noche de 
reconciliación. Invita a las personas que pueden estar en 
estado de dolor! 

 PULSERA DE NAVIDAD GRATIS! Muchas fuerzas 
intentan robarnos a Cristo de la Navidad. Si usas una de estas 
pulseras puedes da a conocer que tú no aceptarás eso. Cristo 
es el centro de la Navidad y de nuestras vidas! Cómo 
conseguir tu pulsera? Muy sencillo. Ve a la siguiente 
dirección y ordénala gratis, yo ya ordené la mía. 
www.afa.net/wristbandCH.  

 CLASES DE BAUTISMO: 23 de noviembre a las 7 pm 
en la Iglesia. Entrada por el parqueadero. NOTA: Se debe 
traer copia del certificado de nacimiento del niño. Hay dos 
posibilidades para tener padrinos de Bautismo: si los 
padrinos son pareja, deben estar  casados por la Iglesia y 

traer el certificado de matrimonio de la iglesia donde se 
casaron. La otra posibilidad es que una o dos personas que 
tengan al menos 16 años y hayan recibido el Sacramento de 
la Confirmación acepten ser los padrinos. Esta o estas 
personas deben traer el Certificado de Confirmación y/o una 
carta del pastor de la Iglesia a la que pertenecen, donde se 
certifique que puede ser padrino ó madrina de Bautismo. 

 CLASES DE EDUCACION RELIGIOSA: CCD se 
realiza los miércoles de las 3.45 pm. a las 5 pm.  Hablar en la 
rectoría con el P. Richard para inscripciones.  

 GRUPO JUVENIL: Edades de 12-18. Se reúnen los 
viernes de 7 pm a 8.30 pm en el gimnasio.  

 GRUPOS CARISMATICOS DE ORACIÓN: En Español 
los lunes a las 7 pm en la Iglesia. En Inglés los miércoles a 
las 7.30 pm en el edificio verde.  

 GRUPO SANTA TERESA DE CALCUTA: Visitan cada 
semana a los ancianos que viven en Rebekka. Se celebra con 
ellos la Eucaristía una vez al mes. Únete a este grupo de 
compasión y amor. Informes: Elba Vega: 1646 667 5365 

 MIERCOLES DE LA MISERICORDIA: Ven los 
miércoles a las 7 pm. a adorar al Santísimo y a vivir con 
alegría el misericordioso regalo de la Eucaristía. Invita a tus 
amigos y familiares a esta fiesta de amor!!!  

 LEGION DE MARIA: Todos los viernes a las 7 pm, ven 
a rezar el Rosario y a planear servicio a la comunidad. 

 

BUEN DIA, HERMANOS: 
Hola queridos hermanos. Esta es la última semana de lectura de 
esa obra monumental que se llama la Carta de San Pablo a los 
Romanos. Recordemos que es la carta más larga del Nuevo 
Testamento y en ella está consignado en gran parte el depósito de 
nuestra fe, tal como Jesucristo nos lo dejó. Es también importante 
recordar que todo lo que leemos del Nuevo Testamento es el 
testimonio de aquellos que vivieron con Jesucristo y que, siendo 
miembros creíbles de sus comunidades, fueron recopilando sus 
experiencias con Jesús, sus dichos, sus enseñanzas, su forma de 
vivir y relacionarse con los demás y especialmente con los más 
sencillos. Ese es el tesoro que hoy recibimos tú y yo queridos 
hermanos. Ese es el tesoro que nos permite establecer la 
diferencia entre el estilo de vida que propone el mundo, lleno de 
avaricia, de ambición, de deseo de controlar y acumular, de 
oprimir, todas esas cosas que no dejan que seamos 
verdaderamente libres ni felices y el estilo de vida que nos 
propone Jesús, que se basa en el amor y en el servicio. Qué 
diferencia tan grande entre estos dos estilos y qué diferencia tan 
grande haría en el mundo, si tuviéramos la grandeza de aceptar el 
estilo que Dios mismo, nuestro Creador, nos propone desde 
siempre.  
 

Hoy quisiera tocar un tema muy especial. En el capítulo once de 
la carta, Pablo nos dice que “los dones y la llamada de Dios son 
irrevocables.” ¿Qué significa eso? Uno de los significados, y es 
el tema de este artículo, es la salvación del pueblo. Pablo explica 
que la salvación ha sido para todos, no sólo para los judíos 
cuando la promesa de ser el pueblo escogido les fue hecha, y no 
sólo para los paganos cuando los judíos fueron infieles a esa 
promesa. Todos, de una u otra manera, hemos caído en 
desobediencia, tanto como individuos como pueblo, eso significa 
también que de alguna manera todos hemos sido perdonados y 
todos hemos necesitado de la misericordia de Dios para la 
salvación. No hay otro camino para la salvación, su perdón, su 
amor y su misericordia.  
 

Precisamente eso significa que todos nos necesitamos unos a 
otros. Dios no tiene favoritos, Dios no tiene elegidos. Cuando 
Dios “elige” al pueblo de Israel, no es porque ellos hayan sido 
mejores que los demás pueblos, los eligió precisamente por su 
pequeñez y esa elección fue hecha para que desde allí, todos los 
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demás pueblos del mundo conocieran que el Reino de Dios está 
cerca. Cuando el pueblo ‘elegido’ falla, Dios entrega su Palabra y 
su obra salvadora a los paganos, no porque seamos mejores que 
los judíos, no porque seamos preferidos por Dios por encima de 
los demás pueblos. No, Él se ha dirigido a nosotros por la misma 
razón que inicialmente eligió a Israel, para que desde nuestra 
pequeñez todos los demás pueblos conocieran que el Reino de 
Dios está cerca. Todo eso significa algo muy grande: que Dios 
nos ama a todos por igual y todos estamos llamados a dar una 
respuesta a ese amor y que todos, por el hecho de reconocer ese 
amor en nosotros, tenemos una misión, que los demás pueblos 
conozcan que el Reino de Dios está cerca. En otras palabras, 
tenemos la misión de dar testimonio de ese amor con nuestras 
vidas.  
 

Dios es el que siempre tiene la iniciativa, Jesús lo decía a sus 
apóstoles y lo dice a tí y a mi hoy: “No me han elegido ustedes a 
mí, sino soy yo quien los ha elegido.” Es Él quien te ha elegido, 
te das cuenta del don tan grande? A pesar de tus debilidades Dios 
confía en tí para que otros puedan conocer el mensaje de amor y 
salvación que nos entregó por medio de su Hijo. Cierto, somos 
elegidos porque no todo el mundo tiene el privilegio que nosotros 
tenemos de estar en relación de vida con Dios mismo. Pero de ese 
privilegio no hay ningún derecho que podamos reclamar, porque 
todo ha sido don gratuito de Dios. Lo que mejor podemos hacer 
es vivir con gratitud ese don y ponerlo al servicio de los demás. 
Así de simple, así de difícil, pero así de posible… porque para 
Dios nada es imposible… siempre y cuando abramos nuestro 
corazón y nuestra vida a Él.    

De la misma manera que Pablo no quería que sus hermanos 
israelitas miraran por encima del hombro a los demás, así mismo 
en su carta pide a los romanos, y en consecuencia a todos 
nosotros, que no miremos por encima del hombro a aquellos que 
aún no encuentran el camino de Jesús. No podemos 
considerarnos superiores a nadie, de hecho, el hacerlo implicaría 
que no hemos comprendido aún el mensaje de Jesús. El sentido 
de superioridad es contradicción en la vida del discípulo. Nadie, 
por pecador y alejado que esté, es inferior a nosotros. Cuántos 
grandes santos veneramos hoy, que antes de serlo fueron grandes 
pecadores? Muchos, te invito que vayas al internet y busques 
“santos que fueron grandes pecadores”, allí encontrarás listas de 
hombres y mujeres que, por la gracia de Dios, fueron sacados de 
las tinieblas y dieron un testimonio de vida tan valioso para el 
Reino de los Cielos, que hoy son considerados santos. Esos 
ejemplos nos deben servir para no perder la esperanza de ser 
santos como ellos.  
 

Todo necesitamos de la misericordia de Dios, por eso es bueno 
decir: “A Él sea la gloria por los siglos de los siglos.” También 
podemos decir: “Alabaré el nombre del Señor con cantos, 
proclamaré su grandeza con acción de gracias.” Esa es la mejor 
actitud espiritual del discípulo en camino, dar gracias en forma 
permanente, porque si estamos hoy en el punto en el que estamos, 

es por la gracia de Dios. Cierto, se necesita de nuestra 
participación, se requiere que digamos si al amor y a la vida, 
pero esa participación y ese sí también son posibles sólo por la 
gracia de Dios. Que Dios te continúe bendiciendo en tu camino 
hacia la alegría de la santidad.                 Padre Nelson 

Mass Intentions 
SUNDAY, Nov. 12, 2017-Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
               7:30    In Thanksgiving for Favors 
               9:00      Gabriele Lanzetta (Intentions) 
             10:30     Katherine Callaghan 
             12:00     Por to dos los immigrantes; 
  In Honor of St. Martin de Tours; 
  Carmen Maria, Sixto Manuel and Jorge Ramos; 
 1:30 Salvatore Mantiera 
               5:00     Gilda Echevarria        
  Wilbert Audry 
  In Honor of All Saints 
MONDAY, November 13, 2017– St. Frances Xavier Cabrini 
 6:50    Mary Hapatzky 
              8:30  Cicily Job, Xavier Francis, Meera Job, Staven 
      and Jair Joseph (Intentions) 
 12:15   Michael Guido 
TUESDAY, November 14 2017-St. Sidonius 
 6:50     St. Helena’s Benefactors  
 8:30      In Honor of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 
 12:15    Daniel J. Sullivan Jr. 
WEDNESDAY, November 15, 2017– St. Albert the Great 
 6:50   Intentions for Jorge Soto Ocasio 
 8:30 Joanne Savino’s Intentions 
  12:15 Souls in Purgatory 
 7:00 Luis P. De Souza 
  Ulises Garcia Calderon and Johanna Lozano 
THURS., Nov. 16, 2017– St. Margaret of Scotland & St. Gertrude 
               6:50   In Thanksgiving for Favors 
 8:30 Fr. David Powers, Sch.P. for Blessings & In     
 Thanksgiving on the 32nd Anniversary of Holy     
 Ordination & Parents Catherine and Joseph and Family 
 12:15   In Honor & In Thanksgiving to the Holy Trinity 
 FRIDAY, November 17, 2017– St. Elizabeth of Hungary  
 6:50       In Thanksgiving for Favors  
 8:30    Blessing Intentions for the Afeli Family 
 12:15 James J. McGowan 
SATURDAY, November 18, 2017– Dedication of the Basilicas 
         of Sts. Peter and St. Paul 
 6:50       Lucy Cannavacciuolo (Intentions) 
 8:30   Blessing Intentions for the Afeli Family 
 12:15    Rose Limardo-Birthday Intention and  
                                                 Ruperto Limardo 
 5:30 José Bruno 
SUNDAY, Nov. 19, 2017-Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time       
               7:30      All Souls 
               9:00      Blessing Intentions for the Afeli Family 
             10:30     David Michael Palma 
  Gregory Santiago 
             12:00     Miguel Martinez 
  Esperaza Ventura 
 1:30 Mary T. Early (Intentions) 
  Special Intention and In Thanksgiving on Their 
   46th Wedding Anniversary Augusto and Miranda Arroyo 
               5:00     Joanne Savino’s Intentions for              
             Brenda Van de Weghe 
 
 
 

Readings for the Week of November 12, 2017 
Sunday: Wis 6:12-16/Ps 63:2-8/1 Thes 4:13-18 or 4:13-14/Mt 25:1-
13; Monday: Wis 1:1-7/Ps 139:1b-10/Lk 17:1-6; Tuesday: Wis 
2:23—3:9/Ps 34:2-3, 16-19/Lk 17:7-10; Wednesday: Wis 6:1-11/Ps /
Ps 82:3-4, 6-7/Lk 17:11-19; Thursday: Wis 7:22b—8:1/Ps 119:89-
91, 130, 135, 175/Lk 17:20-25; Friday: Wis 13:1-9/Ps 19:2-5ab/Lk 
17:26-37; Saturday: Wis 18:14-16; 19:6-9/Ps 105:2-3, 36-37, 42-
43/Lk 18:1-8; Saturday: Dedication: Acts 28:11-16, 30-31/Ps 98:1-6/
Mt 14:22-33; Next Sunday: Prv 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31/Ps 128:1-5/1 
Thes 5:1-6/Mt 25:14-30 or 25:14-15, 19-21  


