
Parish Staff 
Pastor 

Rev. David Powers Sch.P. 
 

Parochial Vicars 
 

Rev. Nelson Henao Sch.P. 
Rev. Richard Wyzykiewicz Sch.P. 

 
Parish Secretary 
Mrs. Rosemarie Ortiz 

 

Business Manager 
Anne Kathy Rice 

 

Facilities Manager 
Alina Hernandez 

 
 

Music Director 
Mr. Patrick Marques 

 

Musicians 
Mr. Jim Donaldson 
Mr. Alex Henriquez 

 

November-December 

2017 
 

 
 

St. Helena’s School (718) 892-3234 
http://www.sthelenaelementary.org 

Early Childhood (3Yr Olds & Pre-K for All)  
Elementary School (Grades K-8)  

Principal: Mr. Richard Meller 
2050 Benedict Avenue 

Bronx, New York 10462 
 

High School: 
Monsignor Scanlan H.S. (718) 430-0100 

http://www.scanlanhs.edu/ 
Principal: Mr. Peter Doran 

915 Hutchinson River Parkway 
Bronx, New York 10465 

 
St. Helena Rectory: 

1315 Olmstead Avenue 
Bronx, N.Y. 10462 

 

Phone: (718) 892-3232 
Fax: (718) 892-7713 

 

 

www.churchofsthelena.com 
Email: sthelenarc@yahoo.com 

Alumni: sthelenasalumni@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

       Mass Schedule (Horario de Misas) 
 

 

 

 
  

 

 
 

 

  
 

 

Arrangements must be 
made at the Rectory for Baptismal 
Class Bring a copy of the child’s Birth 
Certificate. 

 Arrangements for 
weddings should be made as soon as 
possible at the Rectory. 
 

 All Catholics 
who live within the parish boundaries 
should fill out a registration card at the 
Bookstore or Rectory. 

 

saint 
Helena 

parish 
Bronx, NY 



    Thanksgiving Prayer 
              Father in Heaven, 
      Creator of all and source of all 
             goodness and love, 

Please look kindly upon us 
and receive our heartfelt 

gratitude in this time of giving thanks. 
Thank you for all the graces and 

blessings. 
You have bestowed upon us, 
both spiritual and temporal: 

Our faith and religious heritage, 
Our food and shelter, our health, 
The love we have for one another, 

Our family and friends. 
Dear Father, 

        In your infinite generosity, 
         please grant us continued 
              graces and blessings 
        throughout the coming year. 
This we ask in the Name of Jesus Christ, 
  ‘Your Son, and our Brother.  AMEN. 
 
While the traditional Thanksgiving celebration is not an especially 
Catholic holiday, the idea of thanksgiving is a very Catholic 
tradition.  Christianity and Judaism are unique among all of the 
major religions in their emphasis on thanksgiving.  After all, we 
believe in a God who has truly entered into human history, and we 
give Him thanks for His mighty deeds in the Eucharist.  Remember 
that “Thanksgiving” in Greek is Eucharistia. Thus, the Body and 
Blood of Christ is the true “Thanksgiving Meal.” 
 

The first American Thanksgiving meal was actually celebrated on 
September 8 (feast of the birth of the Blessed Virgin) in 1565 in    
St. Augustine, Florida. The Native Americans and Spanish settlers 
held a feast, and the Holy Mass was offered. This was 56 years 
before the Puritan pilgrims of Massachusetts. Don Pedro 
Menendez came ashore amid the sounding of trumpets, artillery 
salutes and the firing of cannons to claim the land for King Philip II 
and Spain. The ship chaplain Fr. Francisco Lopez de Mendoza 
Grajales chanted the Te Deum and presented a crucifix that 
Menendez ceremoniously kissed. Then the 500 soldiers, 200 
sailors, and 100 families and artisans, along with the Timucuan 
Indians celebrated the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass in gratitude to 
God. 
 

The second American Thanksgiving happened on April 30, 1598, 
when Spanish explorer Don Juan de Oñate requested that the 
friars say a Mass of Thanksgiving, after which he formally 
proclaimed “La Toma”, claiming the land north of the Rio Grande 
for the King of Spain. The men feasted on duck, goose, and fish 
from the river. The actors among them dressed and presented a 
play. All this took place twenty-three years before the Pilgrims set 
sail from England on the Mayflower.   
 

The Puritan pilgrims were violently anti-Catholic. They left England 
because they thought that the Church of England was too 
Catholic. These Puritans were strict Calvinists. The pilgrims also 
opposed celebrating Christmas, dancing, musical instruments in 
church, and even hymns as papistical. Interestingly, the pilgrims 
were not known as “pilgrims” till about 200 years afterward. They 
were Puritans, a radical Anglican “low church” sect that loathed 
the “high church” Anglicans that happened to include the King of 
England. In fact, about 30 years after the Puritans arrived in 
America, some of their fellow Puritans back in England arranged 
for King Charles I to have his head chopped off.  And, there were 
at least nine other British settlements before the Plymouth colony. 
In fact, one of them was at Plymouth. All but one of them failed, 
including the first settlement at Plymouth.  
 

The Puritans who came to Plymouth in 1620 almost didn’t survive. 
Half the settlers died the first winter. They were saved by a Native 
American named Squanto, who taught them how to hunt and fish 

and grow corn.  In fact, Squanto, the beloved hero of Thanksgiving 
at Plymouth Rock, was Catholic. Squanto had been enslaved by 
the English, but he was freed by Spanish Franciscans. Squanto 
then received baptism and became a Catholic. So it was a 
baptized Catholic Native American who orchestrated what became 
known as the First Thanksgiving. 
 

In 1621, the year of the first English thanksgiving at Plymouth, 
another group of English settlers arrived in Ferry, Newfoundland. 
The land had been granted to George Calvert, the First Baron of 
Baltimore. Calvert’s son, Cecilius, the Second Baron of Baltimore, 
was granted another chunk of the New World, which he settled in 
1632. He called it Maryland. Why did England give this land to 
George Calvert and his son? As compensation for the fact that 
George Calvert had been stripped of his title of Secretary of State,  
because he declared that he was a Roman Catholic. Maryland 
(named for the Roman Catholic wife of King Charles I) was the 
first English Catholic settlement in the New World, and one of its 
founding principles was…freedom of religion. 
 

Today, there are many things that we can do to keep the “thanks” 
in Thanksgiving. Families can pray before and after the family 
celebrations, and they can underscore community-building in their 
Thanksgiving Day activities by performing service to the poor prior 
to attending family celebrations or by inviting outsiders to share in 
their Thanksgiving meal. There are many single persons, elderly 
folk, or others who live far from family and may welcome an 
invitation to a family-style event.                                         Fr. David 

 
 

AMERICA GETS ANOTHER BLESSED              
Venerable Solanus Casey, an American-born Capuchin priest who 
died in 1957, will be beatified Saturday at a November 18 Mass in 
Detroit. Known for his great faith, attention to the sick, and ability 
as a spiritual counselor, he will be the second American-born male 
to be beatified, the first being Blessed Stanley Rother. 

Born Bernard Casey on November  25, 1870, he was the sixth 
child of 16 born to Irish immigrants in Wisconsin. He contracted 
diphtheria as a child, leaving his voice thin and wispy. At age 17 
he left home to work at various jobs, including as a lumberjack, a 
hospital orderly, and a prison guard. Re-evaluating his life after 
witnessing a drunken sailor brutally stab a woman to death, he 
decided to act on a call he felt to enter the priesthood. Because of 
his lack of formal education, he struggled in the minor seminary 
and was eventually encouraged to become a priest through a 
religious order rather than through the diocese. 

So in 1898, he joined the Capuchin Franciscans in Detroit and 
after struggling through his studies, Casey was ordained in 1904 
as a “sacerdos simplex” – a priest who can say Mass but can not 
publicly preach or hear confessions. 

He was very close to the sick and was 
highly sought-after throughout his life, in 
part because of the many physical 
healings attributed to his blessings and 
intercession. He was also a co-founder of 
Detroit's Capuchin Soup Kitchen in 1929 
and for 21 years he was porter at          
St. Bonaventure Monastery in Detroit. 

He is also known for his fondness for 
playing the violin and singing, although he 
had a bad singing voice because diphtheria damaged his vocal 
chords. Even in his 70s, Fr. Solanus Casey remained very active, 
and he would often join the younger religious men in a game of 
tennis or volleyball. He died from erysipelas, a skin disease, on 
July 31, 1957, at the age of 87. 

A miracle attributed to Venerable Casey's intercession was 
recognized by Pope Francis at a May 4 meeting with Cardinal 
Angelo Amato, prefect of the Congregation for the Causes of 
Saints. “The beatification of Father Solanus will be a tremendous 
blessing and an opportunity for all of us to experience the love of 
Jesus Christ,” said the Archbishop of Detroit. 

The November 18 beatification Mass will be said at Ford Field in 
Detroit, which can accommodate as many as 60,000 people. 
 

ST. L BRONX,  
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Decrees of the Congregation for the          
Causes of Saints 

On 8 November 2017, the Holy Father Francis authorized the 
Congregation for the Causes of Saints to promulgate the Decrees 
regarding: 
- the martyrdom of the Servant of God Giovanni Brenner, a 
diocesan priest, born on 27 December 1931 in Szombathely, 
Hungary, and killed in hatred of the faith on 15 December 1957 in 
Rabakethely, Hungary; 
- the martyrdom of the Servant of God Leonella Sgorbati (née 
Rosa), professed nun of the Institute of the Consolata Missionary 
Sisters; born on 9 December 1940 in Rezzanello di Gazzola, Italy, 
and killed in hatred of the faith on 17 September 2006 in 
Mogadishu, Somalia; 
- the heroic virtues of Blessed Bernardo of Baden, Marquis of 
Baden, born between late 1428 and early 1429 in the Castle of 
Hohenbaden, Germany, and died on 15 July 1458 in Moncalieri, 
Italy; 
- the heroic virtues of Servant of God John Paul I (Albino Luciani), 
Supreme Pontiff, born on 17 October 1912 in Forno di Canale, 
now Canale d’Agordo, Italy, and died on 28 September 1978 in 
the Apostolic Palace, Vatican City; 
- the heroic virtues of Servant of God Gregorio Fioravanti (né 
Lodovico), professed priest of the Order of Friars Minor, founder of 
the Congregation of the Franciscan Missionary Sisters of the 
Sacred Heart; born in Grotte di Castro, Italy on 24 April 1822, and 
died in Gemona, Italy on 23 January 1894; 
- the heroic virtues of Servant of God Tomás Morales Pérez, 
professed priest of the Company of Jesus, founder of the Secular 
Institutes Cruzados e Cruzadas de Santa María; born in Macuto, 
Venezuela on 30 October 1908, and died on 1 October 1994 in 
Alcalá de Henares, Spain; 
- the heroic virtues of Servant of God Marcellino da Capradosso 
(né Giovanni Maoloni), professed layperson of the Order of Friars 
Minor Capuchin; born on 22 September 1873 in Villa Sambuco di 
Castel di Lama, and died on 26 February 1909 in Fermo, Italy; 
- the heroic virtues of Servant of God Teresa Fardella De Blasi, 
widow and founder of the Institute of the Poor Daughters of the 
Crowned Virgin; born in New York, United States of America, on 
24 May 1867 and died on 26 August 1957 in Trapani, Italy. 

 

The Story of the Presentation of the       
Blessed Virgin Mary - November 21 

Mary’s presentation was celebrated in Jerusalem in the sixth 
century. A church was built there in honor of this mystery. The 
Eastern Church was more interested in the feast, but it does 
appear in the West in the 11th century. Although the feast at 
times disappeared from the calendar, in the 16th century it 
became a feast of the universal Church. 

Today's festival is called the Presentation of Mary, because on 
this day Joachim and Anna, the holy parents of the Blessed 
Virgin, consecrated their little daughter to the divine service in 
the temple at Jerusalem, and Mary consecrated herself to the 
Almighty. At that time, there were two ways of consecrating 
children: one was ordained by the law, which required every 
male child to be offered to God, forty days, and every female 
child, eighty days after its birth. This ceremony was called the 
consecration of the child and the purification of the mother. The 
second kind of consecration was a voluntary self-oblation by 
which some persons devoted themselves to the Almighty. There 
were also many parents who either before, or immediately after 
their child's birth, consecrated it to the service of the Lord, 
sometimes for a few years, sometimes for life.  

To this end, several separate dwellings had been erected in 
connection with the Temple, for men, women, youths, and 
maidens, where they remained for the time which had been 
fixed by themselves or their parents. Their occupations consisted 
in decorating the temple and in making the garments which the 
priests and Levites wore during their sacred functions. Thus, one 
reads in the first book of Kings, that Anne the spouse of Elkana, 
made a vow that if she gave birth to a male child, she would 
consecrate it to the Lord. The Lord blessed her, and she brought 
forth a son, whom she named Samuel, and afterward 

consecrated to God, through the hands of the High Priest, Heli. 
In the second book of the Maccabees, we find mention of 
virgins, who lived and were educated in the Temple, that is, in a 
building annexed to it. 

As with Mary’s birth, we read of Mary’s presentation in the 
temple only in apocryphal literature. In what is recognized as an 
unhistorical account, the Protoevangelium of James tells us that 
Anna and Joachim offered Mary to God in the Temple when she 
was 3 years old. This was to carry out a promise made to God 
when Anna was still childless. Mary’s presentation has an 
important theological purpose. It continues the impact of the 
feasts of the Immaculate Conception and of the Birth of Mary. It 
emphasizes that the holiness conferred on Mary from the 
beginning of her life on earth continued through her early 
childhood and beyond. 

It is sometimes difficult for modern Westerners to appreciate a 
feast like this. The Eastern Church, however, was quite open to 
this feast and even somewhat insistent about celebrating it 
because it stresses an important truth about Mary: From the 
beginning of her life, she was dedicated to God. She herself 
became a greater temple than any made by hands. God came to 
dwell in her in a marvelous manner and sanctified her for her 
unique role in God’s saving work. The magnificence of Mary 
enriches all children because they too are temples of God and 
sanctified in order that we might enjoy and share in God’s 
saving work. 
 

Study Jesus, Mary and the Catholic Catechism 
Do the truths of the faith, which are listed in the Nicene Creed, 
really permeate your life? Don't miss this opportunity to take part 
in a compelling and inspiring learning experience that is sure to 
draw you closer to Christ through a deeper understanding of the 
teachings of His Church. Join us in the Green Building at 11:30 AM  
on Sundays or at either 1 PM or 7:30 PM on Tuesdays and 
continuing for the next four weeks. This week, we will study the 
Death of Jesus and paragraphs 631-747 of the Cathechism of the 
Catholic Church, which is available for sale in the Religious 
Articles Room. 
 

Catholic Charities Collection This Weekend:  In every 
season throughout the year, Catholic Charities meets the needs of 
the poor and vulnerable throughout the Archdiocese of New 
York. Your gift this weekend, November 18-19, will help them 
meet the growing demand for all their areas of service. We cannot 
forget those in need every day. Catholic Charities needs your help 
to provide help and create hope. 
 

Helen Urban Turns 103 on November 21:  As far as we 
know, the LAST surviving "founding member" of St. Helena's 
Parish is Helen Urban who turns 103 on November 21, 2017. 
How appropriate that the oldest member of St. Helena's parish is 
named Helen. Her daughter, Marilyn, was the first baby born in 
Parkchester.  Marilyn attended St. Helena School.  Helen's 
husband, Joseph, bought the very first car in Parkchester.  Helen 
currently lives in Vermont, and she sends her prayers and best 
wishes out to the parish and all its current members. If you wish 
to send Helen birthday greetings, send them to the rectory, and we 
will forward them to her. 
 

No Selling Cigarettes at the Vatican: Pope Francis has ordered 
a stop to cigarette sales at the Vatican, beginning in 2018, because 
“the Holy See cannot contribute to an activity that clearly 
damages the health of people.” He cited World Health 
Organization statistics showing that cigarettes contribute to the 
death of seven million people annually worldwide. Cigarettes 
have long been available at the supermarket inside Vatican City, 
but ironically, cigarette smoking is not allowed in the Vatican. 
 

ST. HELENA’S ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY-Tickets are 
now on sale in the Rectory. The Christmas Party is from 2-8PM 
on Sunday, Dec. 10. Quick Silver Raffle tickets are also on sale. 

THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  
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NOVEMBER 19, 2017 

Banns of Marriage 
II—Cesar Jimenez & Estela Rojas 

 
 

 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

 50/50-Pink envelopes for the November drawing are 
available at both entrances to the church. Remember, it only 
costs $5.00 to enter. The next winner will be picked on 
Monday, November 27.  

 NO CCD CLASS on Wednesday, November 22. 

 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES for  both children 
and adults take place on Wednesdays, from 3:45PM-5PM. 

 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION ATTENDANCE-Parents 
please note that your child is allowed only five absences 
from the weekday religious education classes and only two 
absences from the monthly Sunday session.  Parents must 
call Fr. Richard at 718-892-3232 if their child cannot attend 
any religious education class.   

 ENGLISH FAMILY SESSION today, Sunday, Nov. 19 at 
11:30AM in the cafeter ia.   

 ADULT RCIA CLASSES take place on Sundays. The 
Spanish class takes place at 10AM in the cafeteria, and the 
English class is held at 3PM in the downstairs rectory 
meeting room.  

 SPANISH BIBLE STUDY CLASS-On Tuesday, Nov. 21 
we'll continue the study of the first eleven chapters of the 
Book of Genesis from 7:30PM to 9PM.  

 SPANISH CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP meets on 
Mondays, at 7:00PM in the Church. 

 ENGLISH CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP meets on 
Wednesdays at 7:30PM in the Green Building. 

 WORKSHOP OF PRAYER AND LIFE in Spanish takes 
place every Thursday from 7-9PM in the cafeter ia. 

 YOUTH GROUP for  ages 12-18 meets on Fridays from      
7-8:30PM in the gym.  

 RELIGIOUS ARTICLES ROOM is now open. The 
Catechism of the Catholic Church is now available.  

 2018 MASS BOOK is now open. Please come into the 
Rectory to reserve a Mass Intention. The suggested donation 
or stipend for 2018 remains the same at $10 for either 
weekday or weekend Masses. People who have requested 
Masses are encouraged to sit in the front pews during their 
Masses and are invited to bring up the gifts at the offertory.  

 SPANISH MARRIAGE PREPARATION SESSIONS 
take place every Monday, from 7:30PM to 9:00PM and will 
continue for the next six months, St. Helena is offering a 
special marriage preparation course both for couples 
preparing for marriage and for those already married couples 
who wish to strengthen their marriage or who wish to have 

their civil marriage convalidated in the Church.  For more 
info, contact Fr. Nelson at 718-892-3232.  

 NEXT BAPTISM PREP CLASS will be held on 
Thursday, November 30, at 7PM. Please br ing a copy of 
the child’s birth certificate as well as either a letter of 
suitability for the godparents from their local pastor or a 
copy of the godparent’s Confirmation Certificate and if a 
godparent is married, a copy of their Catholic Marriage 
Certificate. These must all be brought to the class. 

 THANKSGIVING FOOD DRIVE-If you would like to 
share some of your canned food and non-perishables for our 
Thanksgiving Food Drive, please either bring them to the 
rectory or deposit them in the special container at the back of 
the church.  All items will benefit St. Anthony's Soup 
Kitchen and their Thanksgiving Food Program.  If you 
donate a large quantity of food, you could receive a tax 
deduction letter. Come to the rectory with those donations. 
Thank you for your generosity.  Donations will be accepted 
until November 26. 

 THANKSGIVING RAFFLE TICKETS have been 
mailed and are available in the rectory and in the religious 
articles room. This year, in celebration of the 75th 
Anniversary of the dedication of St. Helena’s Church on 
May 3, 1942, the cash pr izes will be one $1,075 grand 
prize, two $575 second prizes and five  $175 third prizes. 
The cost is still $1 a chance or $20 for 22 chances. The 
drawing will take place on Sunday, December 3. 

 ST. THERESA OF CALCUTTA GROUP will once again 
be collecting unwrapped toy donations and unwrapped gifts 
for seniors to distribute at Jacobi Hospital and Rebekah 
Nursing Home. These can be dropped off at the Rectory. 
This group visits once a week the seniors who live at 
Rebekah and they celebrate the Eucharist once a month. 
Please call Elba Vega at 646-667-5365, if you wish to join 
this group. 

 ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS CONCERT presented by 
Br. Ricardo and the St. Joseph Seminary Schola Cantorum 
on December 1 at 7:30PM and December  3 at 4PM at        
St. Joseph’s Seminary in Yonkers. Ticket offering $25.   

 NEXT BEREAVEMENT GROUP BEGINS IN DEC.-
Each of us mourns the death of a loved one differently, 
especially around the holiday seasons. While some people 
attempt to cope with their grief by themselves and do not 
want or need outside assistance, many others seek and find 
comfort in sharing the pain, anger, depression and other 
emotions they feel following a loss. St. Helena will next 
offer a bi-lingual, four-week Bereavement Session that will 
be held in the Green Building on Sat., Dec. 2, 9, 16, & 23 at 
11AM. For  more info, call Jessica at 347-791-2381.  

 THE ANNUAL NATIONAL NIGHT OF PRAYER FOR 
LIFE begins at  9:00PM on Friday, Dec. 8 and ends at 
1:00AM on Saturday, Dec. 9, and we here at St. Helena 
will be taking part in it. We invite you to come to the church 
and spend at least 30 minutes in prayer before Our Blessed 
Lord. During the Hour of Unity from 12AM - 1AM, we will 
be united with churches across the country in prayer. It was 
on the Feast of the Immaculate Conception (then celebrated 
on Dec 9) that Our Lady of Guadalupe, Patroness of the 
unborn and of the Americas, first appeared to St. Juan Diego. 
The National Night of Prayer for Life bridges these two 
feasts to honor Our Blessed Mother and to pray for the 
Lord’s mercy and restore life, liberty, faith, and peace.    

 FREE LESSONS AND CAROLS SERVICE presented 
by members of the adult and children's choirs of 
Annunciation Parish and St. Francis de Chantal on Sunday, 
December 10 at 2:30PM at Annunciation Church, 470 
Westchester Ave., Tuckahoe.  

OFFERING ENVELOPES 
Sunday, November 12 , 2017                             $4,983.28 

 

 

Our weekly budget, (Nuestro presupuesto semanal es) $4,423.00 
Thank you for your generosity and your support and for all that you do 
for St. Helena’s Parish. This week we met our weekly goal. We have 

replaced the carpet in the gym and are currently fixing the windows in 
the school and we must now have special testing done, so I ask you to 
still please consider increasing your regular weekly offerings a little so 
that we can exceed our 2017 weekly budget goal and be able to pay for 

much needed physical plant improvements.  
 
 

 

Gracias a todos por su generosidad y por todo lo que hacen por esta 
Iglesia de St. Helena. Nosotros estamos haciendo reparaciones 

en la escuela y la iglesia; por favor, considere aumentar su oferta para 
ayudar y apoya estas mejoras.   



 ADVENT RECONCILIATION MONDAY will take 
place on Mon., December 18 from 4-8PM. Pr iests will be in 
the confessionals during those times to hear confessions in 
either English or Spanish.  

 CONGRATULATIONS to Carmin Toro who this week 
was awarded her Level One Catechist Certification.  

 NO MORE POSTING ON PARISH DOORS-As you have 
probably noticed, we now have a new bulletin board that was 
hand made by Wilbert on the outside of the church before 
you enter the front doors, and we also now have one on the 
outside side entrance.  We ask that all fliers for posting be 
brought to the rectory, and we will see that they are posted 
on the appropriate bulletin boards.  The parish doors have 
been repainted and any fliers posted on them will be 
immediately removed.  Thank you for your cooperation.  

 ST. HELENA PARISH still has a free subscr iption to 
FORMED. All parishioners have unlimited access to its 
programs, and it is very easy to register with FORMED. 
FIRST go to formed.org and click the REGISTER link in the 
middle of the page; enter the parish code 2KQQYD and your 
email, then click “Go.” Fill in the registration information, 
After registering, you will receive a message asking you to 
verify your email address. Check your email (it may be in 
your spam folder) and click VERIFY.  You will be prompted 
to login.  You can then enjoy using FORMED.   

 

SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

MULTICULTURAL MASS will be held on Wednesday, 
November 22 at 8:30AM in the church. Come and celebrate 

our great ethnic and cultural diversity. 
 

Varsity Horseman Win First League Game                   
of the Season 

Led by Francisco Mattei, with a game-high 21 points, the Varsity 
Horsemen jumped out to an early 22-9 first-quarter lead Monday 
night over St. Theresa and never looked back, winning the 
opening game of the Catholic League 52-26.  Peter Lugo scored 
in double digits with a team-high 12 points, but the JV Horsemen 
lost points from the line, and St. Theresa took the opener 23-28. 

Mattei scored 5 twos and 3 of the team’s 4 three-pointers. 
Christian Colter also scored in double digits with 11 points from 
4 twos and was 3 for 3 from the line.  Omari Ward had 7 points, 
and Khalil Black had 6 points from 2 twos and was 2 for 2 from 
the line.  William Manning had 2 twos in the third quarter, and 
Jose Velez had a 3 in the second quarter.  The horsemen were 8 
for 12 from the line.  Joseph Bruno had a team-high 11 points for 
St. Theresa and was their only player in double digits. The team 
was 1 for 4 from the line.  “I was especially proud of the defense 
and the fact they kept St. Theresa away from the foul line,” said 
Horsemen Coach Bobby Schaefer. 

St. Theresa jumped out to an 8-5 first-quarter lead and usually 
stayed 3 to 5 points ahead of the JV Horsemen.  Jahli Ward 
scored 9 points, and Isaiah LaCasse had a two in the fourth 
quarter to round out the Horsemen scoring. However, the 
Horsemen were 0 for 7 from the line.  Edwin Betances had a 
game-high 13 points, scoring in all four quarters.  St. Theresa 
was 6 for 10 from the line. 

 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 EMERGENCY SNOW LABORERS NEEDED for  the 

upcoming season.  Register with the DSNY between 7AM-
3PM.  Garage locations can be found at www.nyc.gov/
sanitation.  Snow laborer will be paid $15/hr., must be at 
least 18 years old and be able to work in the U.S.  Bring with 
you two small photos (1.5 sq. in.), social security card, the 

original and a copy of two forms of I.D. Bronx registration 
locations include 800 and 850 Zerega Avenue. 

 JOIN THE CATHOLIC ACTION NETWORK-Join with 
thousands of others to work for justice in our society and to 
promote the values important to our faith. Stay informed/ 
strengthen the Catholic voice. Visit:  www.nyscatholic.org 
and click the CAN icon in the upper right corner to sign up, 
then go to the Take Action section to view our latest alerts. 
Never has advocacy been so simple. 

 YOUNG MARRIED CATHOLIC COUPLES-The 
Archdiocese of New York is looking for young, married, 
Catholic couples to be part of a new and evolving 
multimedia Pre-Cana day Marriage Prep program.  We need 
your help to engage the social media generation.  We are 
currently recruiting for two roles:  Facilitator Couples, who 
will orchestrate the day’s program, and Host Couples, who 
will serve as the first point of contact for couples attending 
the Pre-Cana day.  A stipend is provided to both couples. For 
more information, visit:  www.NYFamilyLife.org/About/
WorkingWithUs.  

 MARRIAGE SAVEHOUSE-is a free parish based ministry 
helping spouses resolve problems that threaten a marriage… 
using a team of married couples. Sessions are every 3rd 
Saturday morning at St. Benedict’s convent, 1082 Edison 
Avenue. Completely confidential! Call 718-828-3403 ext. 
107, for an appointment. 

 FREE CHRISTMAS WRISTBAND-This Christmas 
season,  stand for the Christian faith by wearing a “Keep 
Christ in Christmas” wristband. These wristbands are 
great conversation starters, and you can get a wristband 
absolutely free just for asking. You might ask why this is 
an important battle. There are secular liberals in our 
nation who are bent on minimizing and even removing 
any mention of Christianity from the public square. And 
no other time of the year reminds people of Jesus Christ 
and America’s Christian heritage more than the 
Christmas season. For this reason, politically correct 
forces want to use their influence to distance our culture 
from anything that would remind people of the Savior – 
even Christmas. And as you request your free wristband 
please remember that your prayers are needed in the 
battle to restore Christian values in America. order yours 
by going to:  www.afa.net/wristbandCH 

 CABRINI CARE TO GO-High quality and compassionate 
care is now available in the privacy of your own home 
through Cabrini Certified Home Health Agency.  If you or a 
loved one are in need of rehabilitation or skilled nursing 
care, call 914-693-6800 X 550.  

 FIRST WORLD DAY OF THE POOR-Pope Francis will 
celebrate a special Mass at St. Peter's Basilica with the poor 
and those people who assist them on November 19, the first 
World Day of the Poor. Let us pray for them. 

Please Pray for the Sick of Our Parish 
Joanne Frances Bernadette Sanabria,  Ruben Mercado, Louis Lopez, 

Mike Adorno, Catherine Holden, Carmelle and Nicole Antoine,         
Indrowdi Sadu, Rosa Pena, Brenda Jackson, James Leunge, Luzvina Vega, 

Carole Primak, Anna Baez, Lucy Cannavacciuolo, Aaron Sylvester,      
Bertha Mero, Peter Vaccaro, Gino Vaccaro, Ronald Horne,  Mr. Inham,                 

Doris Waldropt, Milagro Vasquez, Ynes Tavarez, Theresa Delevan,    
Mariana Rivera, Noemi Cross, Arley Johnson, Annissa Ramratansingh, 

Catherine Gregson, Josefina Gonzalez, Rosa Amelia Escribano Santiago, 
Joseph Lopez, Fr. Andrew Buechele, John Ford, Dick Williams,         

Melanie Rosario, Ayyapan Pandikatil, Mary T. Early, Agnes Griffith,     
Belen Bonhomme, Clifford Brown, Joel Rivera, Prospero Corona,           

Olga Olonzo, Jose Andujar, Jose Rosario, Augustine Ayala,  Michelle Vega,          
Raymond Concepcion, Marlene Oliveras, Patrick Marquez 
Please Pray for the Deceased and their Grieving Families:   

       Guillermo Alfredo Andrade, Porfirio Molina, Jr., Nestor Luis Tirado, 
Manuel Fonseca, Jeannie Zervas                                                                                               

http://formed.org/
http://www.nyc.gov/sanitation
http://www.nyc.gov/sanitation
http://www.nyscatholic.org


 NEWSIES-Archbishop Stepinac High School Theatre 
presents the Disney hit, NEWSIES.  Show dates are:  Dec. 1, 
2, 8, and 9 at 7:30PM and matinees on Dec. 9 & 10 at 2PM. 
Tickets are $22 for adults and $18 for seniors and children 
under 12. For reservations, call 914-946-4800 X 200.  

 PRESTON HIGH SCHOOL-First Annual Christmas Craft 
and Food Festival. Saturday, December 9, from 10AM-5PM. 
Local craft and food vendors offering a variety of handmade 
original works and products. Visit from Santa Claus and 
activities for children. 2780 Schurz Avenue, Bx. For more 
information call 718-863-9134 ext.143 or  contact: 
gfragale@prestonhs.org 

 NOTIFY NYC APP-New York City residents, families, and 
commuters can stay informed in more ways than ever before 
with Notify NYC’s new mobile application, which provides 
information about emergency events and important City 
services, based on your location. Anyone can sign up and 
customize the alerts they would like to receive by 
downloading the Notify NYC app for their Apple or Android 
device (visit NYC.gov/notifynycapp, visiting NYC.gov/
notifynyc, calling 311 or 212-639-9675 for  Video Relay 
Service, or TTY: 212-504-4115), or  following 
@NotifyNYC on Twitter . 

 

ANUNCIOS EN ESPAÑOL 
 RIFA DE THANKSGIVING: Se han enviado. Si deseas 

comprar tickets o ayudar a vender puedes acercarte a la 
rectoría. Los premios para este año son: Primer premio, 
$1,075. Dos segundos premios de $575 cada uno. Un tercer 
premio de $175. La rifa se efectuará el domingo 3 de 
diciembre.  

 PULSERA DE NAVIDAD. GRATIS! Muchas fuerzas 
intentan robarnos a Cristo de la Navidad. Si usas una de estas 
pulseras puedes da a conocer que tú no aceptarás eso. Cristo 
es el centro de la Navidad y de nuestras vidas! Cómo 
conseguir tu pulsera? Muy sencillo. Ve a la siguiente 
dirección y ordénala gratis, yo ya ordené la mía. 
www.afa.net/wristbandCH.  

 CLASES DE BAUTISMO: ATENCION!!!! El 23 de 
noviembre NO habrá clase de Bautismo porque es 
Thanksgiving Day. Esta clase se realizará el jueves 30 de 
noviembre a las 7 pm en la Iglesia. Entrada por el 
parqueadero. NOTA: Se debe traer copia del certificado de 
nacimiento del niño. Hay dos posibilidades para tener 
padrinos de Bautismo: si los padrinos son pareja, deben estar 
casados por la Iglesia y traer el certificado de matrimonio 
de la iglesia donde se casaron. La otra posibilidad es que 
una o dos personas que tengan al menos 16 años y hayan 
recibido el Sacramento de la Confirmación acepten ser los 
padrinos. Esta o estas personas deben traer el Certificado de 
Confirmación y/o una car ta del pastor  de la Iglesia a la 
que pertenecen, donde se certifique que puede ser padrino ó 
madrina de Bautismo. 

 CCD: ATENCION!!! NO hay clases el miércoles 22 de 
diciembre. El miércoles 29 se reiniciarán las clases a la hora 
acostumbrada.  

 GRUPO JUVENIL: Edades de 12-18. Se reúnen los 
viernes de 7 pm a 8.30 pm en el gimnasio.  

 GRUPO CARISMATICO DE ORACIÓN: Lunes a las 7 
pm en la Iglesia. 

 GRUPO SANTA TERESA DE CALCUTA: Visitan cada 
semana a los ancianos que viven en Rebekah. Se celebra con 
ellos la Eucaristía una vez al mes. Únete a este grupo de 
compasión y amor. Informes: Elba Vega: 1646 667 5365. 
Una vez más, el grupo de Santa Teresa de Calcuta estan 
recolectando regalos desenvueltos para distribuir a los ninos 

en el hospital de Jacobi y a los ancianos que viven in 
Rebekah.  Estos regalos pueden ser dejados en la rectoría. 

 MIERCOLES DE LA MISERICORDIA: Ven los 
miércoles a las 7 pm. a adorar al Santísimo y a vivir con 
alegría el misericordioso regalo de la Eucaristía. Invita a tus 
amigos y familiares a esta fiesta de amor!!!  

 LEGION DE MARIA: Todos los viernes a las 7 pm, ven 
a rezar el Rosario y a planear servicio a la comunidad. 

 

BUEN DIA, HERMANOS: 
Hola queridos hermanos. Esta semana hemos leído la primera 
lectura del libro de la Sabiduría. Este libro es el último escrito del 
Antiguo Testamento, más o menos cincuenta años antes de 
Cristo. Está dedicado a los judíos de la diáspora, o sea aquellos 
que llevaban tiempo viviendo en el exilio, sobre todo a los que 
vivían en Alejandría de Egipto. Para ellos era difícil mantener su 
propia identidad de pueblo de la Alianza en medio de la cultura 
helénica (Grecia). Todo el libro es un canto a la sabiduría 
verdadera, opuesta a la de los no-creyentes, que no tienen la 
mentalidad de Dios.  
 

Los libros que hablan de la sabiduría de Dios se llaman 
sapienciales, entre ellos están Proverbios, Eclesiástico, Qohelet 
etc., y entre ellos este libro muestra cómo el pueblo ha ido 
madurando en la fe, proceso que todos vivimos “poco a poco.” Es 
que este libro ya está muy cercano al Nuevo Testamento, el 
tiempo de la plenitud va llegando, se nos está preparando para un 
evento muy grande que está por llegar. A la sabiduría se le 
personifica y se le identifica con Dios, la sabiduría verdadera sólo 
proviene de Dios. Quizás por eso la Iglesia, en su sabiduría y 
pedagogía, nos propone la lectura de este libro en este tiempo 
del año, porque estamos muy cerca de comenzar Adviento, el 
tiempo que nos prepara para algo muy grande que está por llegar.  
 

El lenguaje del libro sobre el espíritu y sobre la sabiduría de Dios 
se asemeja mucho a lo que se nos revelará sobre Cristo Jesús y el 
Espíritu Santo. La Sabiduría y el Espíritu Santo están a punto de 
irrumpir con todo su poder y toda su fuerza sanadora en la vida 
de la humanidad. También hay otra dimensión en la que se ha 
venido madurando, se trata de la doctrina, de la enseñanza sobre 
la vida futura y del premio o castigo tras la muerte. 
 

Una de las cosas que el libro nos enseña es que la sabiduría es un 
don de Dios, es "un espíritu amigo de los hombres” porque "el 
espíritu del Señor, que llena la tierra y da consistencia al 
universo, penetra en su interior". Pero esta sabidur ía, aunque 
está allí deseando ser deseada por todos, sólo la pueden llegar a 
poseer los de “corazón sencillo”, "los que no desconfían", los que 
no tienen "razonamientos retorcidos". La encuentran solamente 
"los que la buscan con todo el corazón". Sobre todo, "la sabiduría 
no entra en alma de mala ley ni habita en cuerpo deudor del 
pecado". Los necios y los deslenguados tampoco sabrán acoger 
en sí mismos esta sabiduría que viene de Dios.  
 

Todos necesitamos sabiduría, que no significa erudición, o un 
cúmulo de conocimientos, sino esa intuición interior que nos 
hace ver las cosas con la mirada de Dios. El conocimiento lo 
adquirimos en el mundo y es bueno, pero la sabiduría viene solo 
de Dios. Hay personas que tienen mucho conocimiento, títulos, 
etc., pero poseen poca o ninguna sabiduría, mientras que hay 
personas que con muy poco conocimiento, son poseedoras de una 
gran sabiduría. Es que la sabiduría no se adquiere en ninguna 
escuela o universidad, la sabiduría se adquiere, poco a poco, en la 
relación íntima con Dios. En la medida que buscamos a Dios con 
“corazón sincero”, en la medida que nuestra alma “está sedienta 
de Dios”, en esa medida Dios nos va concediendo el don de 
poseer más y más de su sabiduría infinita. Cada gramo de 
sabiduría que el Señor nos concede es alimento del alma para esta 
vida y para toda la eternidad.  
 

http://nyc.gov/notifynycapp
http://nyc.gov/notifynyc
http://nyc.gov/notifynyc
http://www.afa.net/wristbandCH


Los “sabios del mundo” (o sea, ignorantes de las cosas de Dios) 
nos inundan con su propaganda sobre las más diversas 
ideologías, que nos llenan de palabras e intentan manipularnos, 
atrayéndonos a su respectiva "verdad". Una de las grandes crisis 
que vive hoy día la humanidad es precisamente la crisis de la 
verdad. ¿Dónde está la verdad auténtica, la que nos orienta por el 
recto camino? La noticias nos inundan con mentiras y falsedades, 
ya es muy difícil saber quien dice la verdad y quien miente. Hay 
personas que se especializan en sacar noticias falsas en forma 
permanente para mantener al mundo en estado de confusión. Y 
viven de ello y disfrutan de ello y se benefician con ello.  
 

Los judíos, para los que se escribió este libro de la Sabiduría, 
estaban tentados por la cultura pagana del helenismo que les 
invitaba continuamente a alejarse de su fe y sus creencias. 
Nosotros nos encontramos en situación parecida. El mundo nos 
invita constantemente a “seguir su camino”, y seguir ese camino 
significa necesariamente alejarse del camino de Dios. Por eso es 
necesario afianzar nuestra identidad, debemos tomar decisiones 
radicales respecto a la vida y la fe, porque esas decisiones 
determinan quien soy yo y cuál es el camino que tomo en la vida.  
  

Si perdemos el rumbo, los valores fundamentales de nuestra fe 
cristiana se van a contaminar. El cristiano es la persona que está 
siempre atenta para no perder el tesoro que Dios mismo le ha 
dado, el tesoro que significa literalmente la diferencia entre la 
vida y la muerte. Los cristianos estamos convencidos de que la 
respuesta de Dios ha sido su Hijo Jesús, el verdadero Maestro. Al 
igual que Pedro, nosotros decimos: "Señor, ¿a quién iremos? 
Sólo tú tienes palabras de vida eterna".  
 

Sigue siendo verdad que el pecado está reñido con la lucidez de 
la sabiduría. Los que andan por caminos turbios no ven, o no 
quieren ver la luz que emana de Dios. Quien está atado por el 
pecado o por el vicio no alcanza a ver la presencia de Dios que lo 
llama a una nueva vida. Quienes tienen el corazón lleno de 
envidia o lleno de resentimiento o lleno de deseos de poder y 
control para oprimir y explotar, pierden la capacidad para 
escuchar a Dios, sólo pueden escuchar su corazón ya endurecido, 
que los invita a mirarse a ellos mismos mientras que cada vez se 
alejan más de sus hermanos, se vuelven más indiferentes a sus 
necesidades. Esos jamás llegarán a degustar la sabiduría de Dios, 
pues ella no habita en corazones sucios, aunque siempre tendrán 
delante de ellos la posibilidad de regresar a Dios. Sin embargo; 
con frecuencia -desafortunadamente-  el corazón se les ha 
endurecido hasta el punto de vivir en la ignorancia y en la 
estupidez, mientras se creen los más astutos e inteligentes.  
 

Jesús dio gracias al Padre porque las cosas de Dios las escondió a 
los que se creían sabios y las reveló a los humildes y sencillos 
(Lc 10). Todos conocemos personas que no tienen gran cultura, 
pero sí sabiduría: han llegado a ver la vida desde los ojos de 
Dios. Con el salmo podemos pedir hoy esa sabiduría: "Señor, tú 
me sondeas y me conoces, todas mis sendas te son familiares... 

Guíame, Señor, por el camino recto". Es la única manera de 
encontrar respuesta a la desorientación que reina en nuestro 
mundo.        Padre Nelson 

Mass Intentions 
SUNDAY, Nov. 19, 2017-Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
               7:30      All Souls 
               9:00      Blessing Intentions for the Afeli Family 
             10:30     David Michael Palma 
  Gregory Santiago 
             12:00     Miguel Martinez 
  Esperaza Ventura 
  Luis Jose Herrera 
 1:30 Mary T. Early (Intentions) 
 Special Intention and In Thanksgiving on Their 46th     
 Wedding Anniversary, Augusto & Julieta Miranda Arroyo 
               5:00     Joanne Savino’s Intentions for              
             Brenda Van de Weghe 
MONDAY, November 20, 2017– St. Bernward 
 6:50    In Honor of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
              8:30  Michael Gaffney 
 12:15   Special Intention and In Thanksgiving on 
 Their 46th Wedding Anniversary, Augusto & Julieta 
           Miranda Arroyo 
TUESDAY, November 21, 2017-St. The Presentation of the  
     Blessed Virgin Mary 
 6:50     In Honor of St. Jude  
 8:30      In Thanksgiving for Favors 
 12:15    Pino Lucento 
WEDNESDAY, November 22, 2017– St. Cecilia 
 6:50   Joanne Savino’s Intentions for Her Son 
 8:30 Gloria Mangual 
  12:15 In Thanksgiving for Jesus’ Agonizing Suffering 
    in the Garden of Gethsemane 
 7:00 Juana del Carmen Rodriguez; 
  Susagi Zanbrano Sweet 16 Birthday Intentions; 
  Mark Anthony and Miguel Angel Padilla,    
           Vincente and Carlos V. Perez & Francisca Lopez; 
  Luis P. DeSouza (1Yr Deceased) & Neri Muniz  
THURSDAY, November 23, 2017– St. Clement and St. Columban 
            THANKSGIVING DAY 
               6:50   Ellen Tessfa and Twolde Intentions 
 8:30 Msgr. Arthur J. Scanlan 
 12:15    Divine Justice for the Unjust Treatment of 
     Undocumented Immigrants 
FRIDAY, Nov. 24, 2017– St. Andrew Düng-Lac & Companions  
 6:50       Lucy Cannavacciuolo (Health Intentions)  
 8:30    Michael Moore 
 12:15 Altagracia, Carmen, Manuel & José Capellan 
SATURDAY, November 25, 2017– St. Catherine of Alexandria 
 6:50       Sick of St. Helena’s Parish 
 8:30   Joseph and Matilda Carty 
 12:15    José Sanabria 
 5:30 Souls in Purgatory 
SUNDAY, Nov. 26, 2017-Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the 
                       Universe       
               7:30      All Souls 
               9:00      Murphy and Warneke Family 
             10:30     AnneMarie Blancato Intentions 
             12:00     Bertha Mero (Healing Intention);                              
Pedro Figueroa;    Valentin Avelez;   Belinda Rodriguez;    
Rafael Arias;    Ana Louisa Perez;    Apolonio Cruz 
 1:30 Timothy Harty (Health Intentions) 
               5:00     Alessandra Mia Savino (Intentions) 
 

Readings for the Week of November 19, 2017 
Sunday: Prv 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31/Ps 128:1-5/1 Thes 5:1-6/Mt 25:14-
30 or 25:14-15, 19-21; Monday: 1 Mc 1:10-15, 41-43, 54-57, 62-63/Ps 
119:53, 61, 134, 150, 155, 158/Lk 18:35-43; Tuesday: 2 Mc 6:18-31/Ps 
3:2-7/Lk 19:1-10; Wednesday: 2 Mc 7:1, 20-31/Ps 17:1bcd, 5-6, 8b, 15/
Lk 19:11-28; Thursday: 1 Mc 2:15-29/Ps 50:1b-2, 5-6, 14-15/Lk 19:41-
44; Friday: 1 Mc 4:36-37, 52-59/1 Chr 29:10bcd-12/Lk 19:45-48; 
Saturday: 1 Mc 6:1-13/Ps 9:2-4, 6, 16, 19/Lk 20:27-40; Next Sunday: 
Ez 34:11-12, 15-17/Ps 23:1-3, 5-6/1 Cor 15:20-26, 28/Mt 25:31-46  


