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Arrangements must be 
made at the Rectory for Baptismal 
Class Bring a copy of the child’s Birth 
Certificate. 

 Arrangements for 
weddings should be made as soon as 
possible at the Rectory. 
 

 All Catholics 
who live within the parish boundaries 
should fill out a registration card at the 
Bookstore or Rectory. 
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CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR’S                   
MASS SCHEDULE 2017 

 

CONFESSIONS 
 

Saturday, December 30 4:00—5:30pm 
 

CHRISTMAS MASSES: 
 

Sunday, December 24 
 

4:30pm Christmas Readings and Music 
5:00pm Vigil of the Nativity of the Lord 

(English) 
7:00pm Vigil of the Nativity of the Lord 

(Spanish) 
 

Monday, December 25 
 

7:30am 
9:00am (Children’s Choir) 

10:30am (Adult Choir) 
NOON (Spanish Mass and Choir) 

1:30pm 
5:00pm 

 

SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD 
  
 
 

Sunday, December 31 
 

5:00pm Parish New Year’s Mass (Bi-lingual) 
 
 

Monday, January 1, 2018 
 

NO 7:30AM MASS 
9:00am (Children’s Choir) 

10:30am (Adult Choir) 
NOON (Spanish and Choir) 

1:30pm 
5:00pm 

 

Christmas Message 
A happy and peaceful Christmas to our Parishioners and to all 
who are visiting our Parish at this time, and a special wish and 
prayer for St. Helena people everywhere. Truly, Christmas has a 
heightened sense of family and community.  

The Priests and Seminarians of the Parish are very grateful for the 
support and encouragement we receive in our Ministry here at    
St. Helena. We do not take that support and encouragement for 
granted, and we greatly appreciate it. We are Blessed to have 
celebrated this past year the Parish’s very first diaconate 
ordination and profession of Solemn Religious Vows. 

As Piarist priests and seminarians living and serving in the Parish, 
we are continually encouraged and edified by the people who work 
and worship with us, not only on Sundays, but also on weekdays. 
Over 1,200 people regularly attend Mass at the Parish, and 600 
people are actively involved in the Parish through our Choirs, 
Ministers of the Word and Eucharist, Altar Servers, Youth Group, 
Ushers, and our various Parish support groups, ministries, and 
committees. This year we formed or re-established some new 
groups and ministries, including our Youth Group – they greatly 
enrich and are the future of our Church and our Parish. 

There are many reasons to be thankful and hopeful.  I thank all of 
the members of our different ministries. Your services to             
St. Helena are enormous and greatly appreciated. A big ‘thank 
you’ also to all our Parish and School Staff who provide a great 
service to the Parish and the Community of Parkchester. It is a 
long-standing ambition of the Parish to improve the infrastructure 
of our Parish School; to expand its programs, services, and 
educational offerings; and to have both the technology and 
sufficient space to accommodate all who choose St. Helena, and 
thank God we can report continued progress in those areas. 

Back in May, we remembered the 75th anniversary of the 
dedication of the church by Francis Cardinal Spellman.  Much of 
the plumbing and wiring date back to that original structure, and 
this year we have been having major maintenance issues with 
both. We had one of the first air-conditioned churches in the 
archdiocese, and after over 54 years of service for the air 
conditioners and 30 years of service for the one functioning boiler, 
we are fast approaching the time when we must take action. 
Neither the gymnasium nor the cafeteria is handicap accessible, 
and we offer many school, parish, and community events in these 
spaces.  Early next year, the parish will conduct the diocesan 
Renew and Rebuild Campaign, during which we will be asking for 
your help in aiding us to address some of these important issues.  

At Christmas, we remember that God has come near to us in 
Jesus Christ, our ‘Emmanuel’. It is a time when we are reminded 
of the hope that we experience through the coming of our Savior. 
At the moment, there is a focus in the news on the many problems 
facing us in our Country and in the Church. Many people feel 
burdened with financial and other worries that just won’t go away. 
However, we must not forget that Jesus Christ came to save us, 
and so whatever difficulties we face at this present time, we must 
be hopeful and should not despair. The heart of the Christmas 
story is that in Jesus ‘God has visited his people’. Therefore, let us 
make him welcome. I pray that the grace of the Christmas 
message will brighten all our lives, renew our faith, and strengthen 
our bonds of friendship and community. 

 

May the Peace of Christ dwell in our hearts     
throughout 2018. 

Fr. David, Fr. Richard, Fr. Nelson,                                             
Br. Ricardo, Br. Orlando, Br. Jorge                      

and Rev. Br. Vinod 
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Christmas Novena Mass cards in English and 
Spanish are still available in the Rectory and at the 

two entrances to the Church. 



 

Feast of the Holy Innocents - December 28 
The Holy Innocents are few in comparison to the genocide and 
abortion of our day. Scholars estimate that it was probably no 
more than a dozen because Bethlehem’s population was small 
and the order only concerned infant boys age two and under. But 
even if there had been only one, we recognize the greatest 
treasure God put on the earth—a human person, destined for 
eternity, and graced by Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

Herod “the Great,” king of Judea, was unpopular with his people 
because of his connections with the Romans and his religious 
indifference. Hence he was insecure and fearful of any threat to 
his throne. He was a master politician and a tyrant capable of 
extreme brutality. He killed his wife, several of his own sons, his 
brother, and his sister’s two husbands, to name only a few. 
Matthew 2:1-18 tells this story: Herod was “greatly troubled” when 
priest astrologers from the east came asking the whereabouts of 
“the newborn king of the Jews,” whose star they had seen. They 
were told that the Jewish Scriptures named Bethlehem as the 
place where the Messiah would be born. Herod cunningly told 
them to report back to him so that he could also “do him homage.” 
They found Jesus, offered him their gifts, and warned by an angel, 
avoided Herod on their way home. Meanwhile, Jesus escaped to 
Egypt. 

Herod became furious and “ordered the massacre of all the boys 
in Bethlehem and its vicinity two years old and under.” The horror 
of the massacre and the devastation of the mothers and fathers 
led Matthew to quote Jeremiah: “A voice was heard in Ramah, 
sobbing and loud lamentation; Rachel weeping for her 
children…” (Matthew 2:18). Rachel was the wife of Jacob (Israel). 
She is pictured as weeping at the place where the Israelites were 
herded together by the conquering Assyrians for their march into 
captivity. So today, we celebrate everyone’s right to life. 

 
Do You Burn or Eat a Yule Log? 
The custom of burning the Yule Log goes back to before, medieval 
times. It was originally a Nordic 
tradition. Yule is the name of the old 
Winter Solstice festivals in Scandinavia 
and other parts of northern Europe. The 
Yule Log was originally an entire tree, 
that was carefully chosen and brought 
into the house with great ceremony. The 
largest end of the log would be placed 
into the fire hearth while the rest of the 
tree stuck out into the room! The log 
would be lit from the remains of the 
previous year's log which had been 
carefully stored away and slowly fed 
into the fire throughout the Twelve Days of Christmas. It was 
considered important that the re-lighting process was carried out 
by someone with clean hands. Nowadays, of course, most people 
have central heating so it is very difficult to burn a tree. 

In Provence, France, it is traditional that the whole family helps to 
cut the log down and that a little bit is burnt each night. If any of 
the log is left after Twelfth Night, it is kept safe in the house until 
the next Christmas to protect against lightning. In some parts of 
Holland, this was also done, but the log had to be stored under a 
bed! In some eastern European countries, the log was cut down 
on Christmas Eve morning and lit that evening. 

In Cornwall, which is in the UK, the log is called 'The Mock'. The 
log is dried out and then the bark is taken off it before it comes into 
the house to be burnt. Also in the UK, barrel makers (or Coopers 
as barrel makers were traditionally called) gave their customers 
old logs that they could not use for making barrels for Yule logs. 
The custom of the Yule Log spread all over Europe and different 
kinds of wood are used in different countries. In England, Oak is 
traditional; in Scotland, it is Birch; while in France, it's Cherry. 
Also, in France, the log is sprinkled with wine, before it is burnt, so 
that it smells nice when it is lit. 

In Devon and Somerset in the UK, some people burn a very large 
bunch of Ash twigs instead of the log. This comes from a local 
legend that Joseph, Mary, and Jesus were very cold when the 
shepherds found them on Christmas Night. So the shepherds got 
some bunches of twigs to burn to keep them warm. In some parts 
of Ireland, people burn a large candle or several smaller candles 
inserted into a log, and it is only lit on New Year's Eve and Twelfth 
Night. 

Different chemicals can be sprinkled on the log like wine to make 
the log burn with different colored flames.  For example: 
Potassium Nitrate = Violet; Barium Nitrate = Apple Green; Borax = 
Vivid Green; Copper Sulphate = Blue; Table Salt = Bright Yellow. 
The ashes of Yule logs are good for plants because the ash from 
burnt wood contains a lot of 'potash', which helps plant flowers. 
But if you throw the ashes out on Christmas day it was supposedly 
very unlucky! 

If you cannot burn a Yule Log in your home, then THIS is just the 
tradition for you.  A Chocolate Yule Log or 'bûche de Noël' is a 
popular Christmas dessert. It's traditionally eaten in France and 
Belgium, where it is known as 'Kerststronk' in Flemish. These logs 
are made of a chocolate sponge roll layered with cream. The 
outside is covered with chocolate or chocolate icing and decorated 
to look like a bark-covered log. Some people like to add extra 
decorations such as marzipan mushrooms.  Whichever is your 
Christmas tradition, enjoy. 

 

Why Priests Wear Different Colored Vestments 
The word "vestment" is from the Latin and signifies simply 
clothing, but it is now used generally to denote the garments worn 
by the ministers of religion in the performance of their sacred 
duties. Vestments are a sacramental, which means they are set 
apart and blessed by the Church to excite good thoughts and to 
increase devotion in those who see and those who use them. 
They are the uniform of the priest when he is "on duty," while he is 
exercising the functions of his ministry and using the sacred 
powers which he received at his ordination. 

Under the Jewish law every detail of the vestments used in the 
worship of God was provided for by divine command. The garb of 
the high priest and his assistants was specified most minutely as 
to material and form, and observance of these rules was enjoined 
under the severest penalties. The veneration of the Jewish people 
for the vestments of the high-priest was so great that they kept a 
lamp constantly burning before the repository of the sacred robes, 
just as we do now before the Blessed Sacrament. When 
Christianity arose, no divine command was given concerning the 
dress to be worn by the priests of God. This was left to the 
judgment of the heads of the Church, and in the different ages of 
her history many changes have been made in the number and 
form and material of the priestly vestments. 

There is no record of any special form of them during the first four 
centuries. It is probable that the garb of the clergy in those times 
was the common dress of laymen. The outer garments worn by 
men of those days were long and flowing, a modified form of the 
old Roman toga; and consequently the vestments used in the 
divine service took the same general form. Gradually the custom 
was introduced of making them of rich and costly materials, to add 
greater beauty thereby to the rites of religion. When the barbarians 
of the North had overwhelmed the luxurious nations of southern 
Europe and had brought in their own fashions of dress, the Church 
did not see fit to change the garb of her ministers as worn at the 
services of her ritual, but she permitted them to change their 
ordinary dress to some extent, and forbade them to wear their 
vestments except while officiating at sacred rites. 

Historically it appears that all sacred vestments were white until 
about the seventh century. Around the time of Pope Innocent III 
(died 1216) we had four principal colors (red, white, black and 
green) and three secondary colors (yellow, rose and purple). But a 
common criterion for the use of the various colors is not found until 
around 1550, when the present usage became standard. As 
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Redemptionis Sacramentum says, the purpose of using different 
colors is to express the specific character of the various 
mysteries. The use of diverse colors is both pedagogical and 
symbolic of the various liturgical feasts and seasons. 

Thus, white, the symbol of light and purity, and gold and silver are 
festive colors. Red expresses both the fire of the Holy Spirit and 
the blood of the Passion and of martyrdom. Green is used during 
Ordinary Time and is the symbolic color of hope and serenity. 
Violet is used in Advent and Lent which recalls somberness and 
penance, and it has largely replaced black for funerals although 
this latter color may still be used. Rose serves as a joyful 
reminder that we are halfway through a penitential season. On 
more solemn days such as Christmas and Easter, sacred 
vestments may be used that are festive, that is, more precious, 
even if not of the color of the day. While blue is not an official 
liturgical color, some countries, such as Spain, and some Marian 
shrines have the privilege of using blue-colored vestments on 
Marian feasts such as the Immaculate Conception. These are 
vestments made of blue-colored fabric and not just white or silver 
vestments with blue trimmings or blue Marian motifs, which may 
be used everywhere. 
 

S. Joseph et le mystère «de la re-Création» 
Saint Joseph est l’homme qui « prend en main » le mystère, a 
expliqué le pape François, le mystère de « reconduire le peuple à 
Dieu», le mystère « de la re-Création », qui, comme le dit la 
liturgie, est « plus merveilleuse que la Création ». 

Le pape François a appelé à s’inspirer de Joseph qui savait « 
comment cheminer dans l’obscurité »Joseph, rappelle le pape en 
commentant l’Évangile de Matthieu, « s’est chargé » aussi 
« d’une paternité qui n’était pas la sienne : elle est venue du 
Père ». Il a pris donc en charge « deux choses : la paternité et le 
mystère.  Joseph, explique le pape François, prend en main ce 
mystère et aide : par son silence, par son travail jusqu’au moment 
où Dieu le rappelle à lui.  « De cet homme, poursuit-il, qui a pris 
en charge la paternité et le mystère, on dit qu’il était l’ombre du 
Père : l’ombre de Dieu le Père. Et si Jésus homme a appris à dire 
« papa », « père », à son Père qu’il connaissait comme Dieu, il l’a 
appris de la vie, du témoignage de Joseph : l’homme qui garde, 
l’homme qui fait grandir, l’homme qui porte en avant toute 
paternité et tout mystère, mais ne prend rien pour lui-même ». 

Joseph, poursuit le pape, « a porté en avant la paternité avec ce 
que cela signifie : non seulement soutenir Marie et l’enfant, mais 
aussi faire grandir l’enfant, lui enseigner le métier, le porter à la 
maturité d’homme ». « Et ceci, sans dire un mot, note le pape. 
Dans l’Évangile il n’y a aucune parole dite par Joseph. L’homme 
du silence, de l’obéissance silencieuse. » Pourtant, rappelle le 
pape, ce n’était pas facile pour Joseph d’accepter la maternité de 
Marie. Il a éprouvé de la « douleur », de la « souffrance ». Mais 
quand « intervient le Seigneur », avec un ange qui lui a expliqué 
dans un songe que l’enfant « engendré en elle » était venu « de 
l’Esprit Saint », Joseph a « cru et il a obéi ». 

« Joseph menait une lutte intérieure », explique le pape, « dans 
ce combat » il a entendu « la voix de Dieu : « Mais lève-toi ! » 
« Ce « lève-toi », poursuit le pape, a été prononcé « tant de fois, 

au début d’une mission, dans la Bible » : « Lève-toi ! Prends 
Marie, amène-la chez toi. Prends la situation en charge : prends 
cette situation en main et va de l’avant.  Joseph n’est pas allé 
chez ses amis pour se réconforter, précise le pape, il n’est pas 
allé voir le psychiatre pour interpréter le songe … non : il a cru. Il 
est allé de l’avant. Il a pris la situation en mains. » 

Voilà, conclut le pape François, « le grand Joseph », dont Dieu 
avait besoin pour porter en avant « le mystère de reconduire le 
peuple vers la nouvelle Création ». 
 

Santa Tracker-The North American Aerospace Defense 
Command (NORAD) tracks the movements of Santa every 
Christmas from 1AM on December 24 to 1AM on December 25. 
You can get this important information by visiting 
www.noradsanta.org or by calling the Santa Tracker Hotline at 
1-877-446-6723.  
 

CHRISTMAS FOOD BASKETS-St. Helena Boy Scout Troop 
65 raised $1,002 in their recent Pennies For the Pantry food 
drive.  The scouts really want to thank all of the members of the 
St. Helena School and St. Helena Parish Community who were 
so very generous.  Members of the Scout Troop helped to solicit 
the funds to buy the food and to package the Christmas Food 
Baskets, which will be distributed during the Holiday Season of 
Christmas, the Solemnity of Mary - Mother of God, and Three 
Kings (Epiphany).  This year, the troop celebrated its 66th 
anniversary, and the parish celebrated the 75th anniversary of the 
dedication of the parish church by Francis Cardinal Spellman.  

 

 ST. HELENA’S NEW YEAR’S 
CELEBRATION on Sunday, 
December 31 from 7:30PM-1:30AM 
in the gym. Our celebration will 
feature ethnic foods and cultural 
programs. We invite you to prepare 
and bring an ethnic dish from your 
country or to present something 
cultural from your tradition. Everyone 
is invited to our celebration, and there 
is no charge. Come usher in the New 
Year 2018 with your parish family. 
Call the rectory if you plan to bring or 
present something. 

 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

 50/50-Pink envelopes for the December drawing are 
available at both entrances to the church. Remember, it only 
costs $5.00 to enter. The next winner will be picked on 
Tuesday, Jan. 2. 

 NO RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES on Dec. 27. 

 NO ADULT RCIA CLASSES will take place on Dec. 24 
or Dec. 31. Class will resume on January 7. 

 SPANISH BIBLE STUDY CLASS-will resume on 
Tuesday, January 9. 

 NO SPANISH CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP on 
December 25 or January 1. The Spanish Char ismatic 
Mass will be held at 7PM on January 8. 

 ENGLISH CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP meets on 
Wednesdays at 7:30PM in the Green Building. 

 NO WORKSHOP OF PRAYER AND LIFE on 
Thursday, December 28.  

 STUDY JESUS, MARY AND THE CATHOLIC 
CATECHISM-Join us in the Green Building at 11:30 AM 
today, December 24 for  a study of the two infancy 
narratives. On Tuesday, January 2, at both 1PM and 7:30PM, 
we will begin our study of the Acts of the Apostles as well as 

OFFERING ENVELOPES 
Sunday, December 17 , 2017                             $5,331.34 
Christmas Flowers                              $2,069.78 

 
 
 

Our weekly budget, (Nuestro presupuesto semanal es) $4,423.00 
Thank you for your generosity and your support and for all that you do 

for St. Helena’s Parish. This week we surpassed our weekly goal. 
During the Christmas vacation, we will be doing major plumbing, 

heating, and window work, so I ask you to still please consider 
increasing your regular weekly offerings a little so that we can pay for 

much needed physical plant improvements.  
 

Gracias a todos por su generosidad y por todo lo que hacen por esta 
Iglesia de St. Helena. Nosotros estamos haciendo reparaciones 

en la escuela y la iglesia; por favor, considere aumentar su oferta para 
ayudar y apoya estas mejoras.   

http://www.noradsanta.org


at 11:30AM on January 7. 

 YOUTH GROUP for  ages 12-18 meets on Fridays from      
7-8:30PM in the gym.  

 RELIGIOUS ARTICLES ROOM is now open but will be 
closed December 24 and December 31.  

 NEXT BAPTISM PREP CLASS will be held on  
Thursday, December 28, at 7PM. Please br ing a copy of 
the child’s birth certificate as well as either a letter of 
suitability for the godparents from their local pastor or a 
copy of the godparent’s Confirmation Certificate and if a 
godparent is married, a copy of their Catholic Marriage 
Certificate. These must all be brought to the class. 

 CUB SCOUT WEBELOS:  A boy who is ten years old or 
is in the fourth grade is a Webelos Scout. Cub Scout Pack 65 
invites all current fourth and fifth-grade boys to consider 
joining us. Call 917-327-6932 for more information.  

 TOY AND CLOTHING DRIVE-This Christmas Season, 
you can help bring smiles to the faces of children. 
 The Mother Teresa Group is still collecting toys for the 
children at JACOBI HOSPITAL. Donations can be brought 
to the rectory today and labeled for Hospital Children. The 
Youth Group is also collecting toys which will be 
distributed on January 6 for Three Kings Day. The Mother 
Teresa group is also still collecting new  clothing and 
unwrapped gifts for the seniors at REBEKAH NURSING 
HOME, which will be distr ibuted on January 8, in 
celebration of Three Kings Day.   

 PARKCHESTER’S ANNUAL KWANZAA 
CELEBRATION on Friday, December 29 from 4-8PM in 
the St. Helena gym. Free admission and food. Cultural 
Performances. All are welcome. 

 

 
Kwanzaa at St. Helena’s 
Our third annual Kwanzaa celebration will take place on Friday, 
December 29 from 4-8PM in the gymnasium. The event is free 
and features food and cultural events. Everyone is welcome to 
attend. You are invited to bring a gift, such as a toy or book for the 
children.    

Dr. Maulana Karenga, professor and chairman of Black Studies at 
California State University, Long Beach, created Kwanzaa in 
1966. After the Watts riots in Los Angeles, Dr. Karenga searched 
for ways to bring African-Americans together as a community. He 
founded US, a cultural organization, and started to research 
African “first fruit” (harvest) celebrations. Karenga combined 
aspects of several different harvest celebrations, such as those of 
the Ashanti and those of the Zulu, to form the basis of Kwanzaa. 

The name Kwanzaa is derived from the phrase “matunda ya 
kwanza” which means “first fruits” in Swahili. Each family 
celebrates Kwanzaa in its own way, but celebrations often include 
songs and dances, African drums, storytelling, poetry reading, 
and a large traditional meal. On each of the seven nights, the 
family gathers and a child lights one of the candles on the Kinara 
(candleholder), then one of the seven principles is discussed. The 
principles, called the Nguzo Saba (seven principles in Swahili) are 
values of African culture which contribute to building and 
reinforcing community among African-Americans. Kwanzaa also 
has seven basic symbols which represent values and concepts 
reflective of African culture. An African feast, called a Karamu, is 
held on December 31. 

The seven principles, or Nguzo Saba are a set of ideals created 
by Dr. Maulana Karenga. Each day of Kwanzaa emphasizes a 
different principle:  unity, self-determination, collective work and 
responsibility, cooperative economics, purpose, creativity, and 
faith.  In addition, there are also seven symbols:  crops, placemat, 
ear of corn, seven candles, candleholder, unity cup, and gifts.    

 FRENCH MASS on Saturday, December 30 at 6:30PM 
in the Church. A reception will follow in the gym. Everyone 
is welcome to participate. 

 

 ST. HELENA PARISH still has a free subscr iption to 
FORMED. All parishioners have unlimited access to its 
programs, and it is very easy to register with FORMED. 
FIRST go to formed.org and click the REGISTER link in the 
middle of the page; enter the parish code 2KQQYD and your 
email, then click “Go.” Fill in the registration information, 
After registering, you will receive a message asking you to 
verify your email address. Check your email (it may be in 
your spam folder) and click VERIFY.  You will be prompted 
to login.  You can then enjoy using FORMED.   

 HOLIDAY SERVICE TIMES, weather  cancellations, 
ministry updates and more delivered to your phone.  To sign 
up, text the keyword sthelena to the number 84576.  Or sign 
up online at www.flocknote.com/StHelena  

 HOLIDAY WINE STAINS-Unfortunately, no matter how 
well you plan there are just some problems that are 
inevitable, like red wine stains. And a common spot for these 
spills is on your favorite linens. But not to worry — your 
linens can be saved with artificial sweetener, club soda, and 
distilled white vinegar. First, cover the spill with artificial 
sweetener and let it sit. Then, brush away the sugar substitute 
and rinse the tablecloth in cold water, or blot with either club 
soda or distilled white vinegar if the material is cotton, 
cotton blend or permanent press. 

 
 

 
 

 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 CARDINAL BERNARD LAW DIES-Born in Mexico to 

military parents, he was ordained in the Diocese of Natchez, 
Mississippi. He became Archbishop of Boston in 1984, was 
given the red hat a year later, and resigned as Archbishop of 
Boston in 2002 and died in Rome early on December 20, at 
the age of 86. After leaving the Boston archdiocese, the 
cardinal served briefly as a chaplain for women religious in 
Maryland, before being appointed as archpriest of the 
Roman basilica of St. Mary Major. He resigned from that 
post in 2011, when he reached his 80th birthday. 

 THE BIBLE AND THE VIRGIN MARY-This FREE 
online study will continue through the end of the year. Sign 
up now at www.stpaulcenter.com to participate in this 
deeply moving Bible study. 

 RADIO MARIA-To listen to Radio Maria in English on 
Radio 620AM, type www.radiomaria.us . Then, click on 
"Live Stream" on the bottom left where it says "24/7 Live 
Listening. Listen Live". 

 EMERGENCY SNOW LABORERS NEEDED for  the 
upcoming season.  Register with the DSNY between 7AM-
3PM.  Garage locations can be found at www.nyc.gov/
sanitation.  Snow laborer will be paid $15/hr., must be at 

http://formed.org/
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9%26id%3D6696eb1a9b%26e%3D8eb0e7ac54&data=02%7C01%7Cdariff%40hotmail.com%7C70abd764f5b3413f9f6908d530fea4fb%7C84df
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9%26id%3D6696eb1a9b%26e%3D8eb0e7ac54&data=02%7C01%7Cdariff%40hotmail.com%7C70abd764f5b3413f9f6908d530fea4fb%7C84df
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least 18 years old and be able to work in the U.S.  Bring with 
you two small photos (1.5 sq. in.), social security card, the 
original and a copy of two forms of I.D. Bronx registration 
locations include 800 and 850 Zerega Avenue. 

 JOIN THE CATHOLIC ACTION NETWORK-Join with 
thousands of others to work for justice in our society and to 
promote the values important to our faith.  Stay informed/ 
strengthen the Catholic voice.  Visit:  www.nyscatholic.org 
and click the CAN icon in the upper right corner to sign up, 
then go to the Take Action section to view our latest alerts. 
Never has advocacy been so simple. 

 MARRIAGE SAVEHOUSE-is a free parish based ministry 
helping spouses resolve problems that threaten a marriage… 
using a team of married couples. Sessions are every 3rd 
Saturday morning at St. Benedict’s convent, 1082 Edison 
Avenue. Completely confidential! Call 718-828-3403 ext. 
107, for an appointment. 

 CABRINI CARE TO GO-High quality and compassionate 
care is now available in the privacy of your own home 
through Cabrini Certified Home Health Agency.  If you or a 
loved one are in need of rehabilitation or skilled nursing 
care, call 914-693-6800 X 550.  

 NOTIFY NYC APP-New York City residents, families, and 
commuters can stay informed in more ways than ever before 
with Notify NYC’s new mobile application, which provides 
information about emergency events and important City 
services, based on your location. Anyone can sign up and 
customize the alerts they would like to receive by 
downloading the Notify NYC app for their Apple or Android 
device (visit NYC.gov/notifynycapp, visiting NYC.gov/
notifynyc, calling 311 or 212-639-9675 for  Video Relay 
Service, or TTY: 212-504-4115), or  following 
@NotifyNYC on Twitter . 

 
ANUNCIOS EN ESPAÑOL 

 REUNION DE FIN DE AÑO: Hemos pensado en 
celebrar una reunión fraterna en el gimnasio para el fin de 
año, 31 de diciembre, en el gimnasio desde las 7.30 pm hasta 
la 1.30 am. Si deseas par ticipar  te invitamos a traer  algo 
de comida para compartir o a preparar alguna presentación 
típica de tu país, de esa manera aprenderemos de las 
diferentes tradiciones. Todos están invitados. Déjanos saber 
en la rectoría si vienes y con que deseas colaborar.   

 CATEQUESIS DE ADULTOS (RCIA) Domingos 10 am: 
Retomaremos las clases el domingo 7 de enero. Buen 
descanso! 

 CLASES DE BIBLIA, Martes 7.30 pm: Retomaremos las 
clases el martes 9 de enero. Buen descanso! 

 GRUPO DE ORACION: No habrá encuentro ni el 25 de 
Diciembre ni el 1 de enero. El próximo encuentro será el 8 
de enero. 

 TIENDA DE ARTICULOS RELIGIOSOS: Estará 
cerrada el 24 y el 31 de diciembre. 

 CLASES DE PREPARACION PARA EL BAUTISMO: 
En diciembre tendremos clase el día 28. NOTA 
IMPORTANTE: Se debe traer copia del certificado de 
nacimiento del niño. Hay dos posibilidades para tener 
padrinos de Bautismo: si los padrinos son pareja, deben estar 
casados por la Iglesia y traer el certificado de matrimonio 
de la iglesia donde se casaron. La otra posibilidad es que 
una o dos personas que tengan al menos 16 años y hayan 
recibido el Sacramento de la Confirmación acepten ser los 
padrinos. Esta o estas personas deben traer el Certificado de 
Confirmación y/o una car ta del pastor  de la Iglesia a la 
que pertenecen, donde se certifique que puede ser padrino ó 
madrina de Bautismo. 

 CALASANZ COMMUNICATIONS: Un nuevo proyecto 
con Espíritu Calasancio nace en Santa Helena. Como 
respuesta al llamado permanente de nuestra Iglesia a llevar el 
Evangelio a todas partes haciendo buen uso de los medios de 
comunicación y a la inspiración de dos personas que se han 
involucrado firmemente en el proyecto para beneficio de la 
comunidad hispana, a partir de hoy ustedes podrán ver y 
escuchar la grabación de las diferentes homilías en Español. 
Además, si ustedes desean colaborar con este proyecto, 
pueden invitar a sus amigos y familiares a ir a youtube y 
escribir “Calasanz Communications” para ver los videos. 
También se pueden suscribir al canal para recibir 
notificación de nuevas homilías. !Llevemos la Palabra de 
Dios allá donde se quiera recibir!  

 

LA PALABRA NOS DICE: 
Hola queridos hermanos. En la semana que termina hemos leído 
en el Evangelio de San Lucas capítulo 1, versos del 46 al 56, el 
famoso pasaje que se conoce como el “Cántico de María”, que es 
una oración plena de amor, gratitud y alabanza. Es una muestra 
de la armonía y esplendor del corazón que está enamorado de 
Dios, del alma que verdaderamente tiene la experiencia de Dios, 
por eso es el Cántico de María. Es que el corazón de María pudo 
ver, con asombro santo, el universo nuevo del amor y la 
misericordia y por eso el corazón de ella es amor y misericordia. 
María tiene el poder de adentrarnos en ese nuevo universo de 
amor y misericordia que es el corazón de su Hijo, un universo en 
donde el pecado ya no tiene poder.  
 

Lo propio del ‘nuevo universo’ que Dios crea es “Yo estaré con 
ellos.” Pues ese nuevo universo empieza en el alma de la Virgen, 
porque a ella le dijo por medio del Angel: “Estoy contigo.” 
Además, en el universo nuevo de Dios no entrará nada impuro ni 
manchado, eso es lo que encontramos en María porque también 
el Angel le dijo: “Has hallado gracia delante de Dios.” María es 
el comienzo del nuevo universo, lo llevó en su vientre, es el 
universo que desde el comienzo Dios Padre pensó para nosotros. 
A nosotros, que hemos nacido en la oscuridad del pecado y la 
ignorancia, el canto de la Virgen nos enseña lo que es un corazón 
que alaba desde lo más profundo de su ser a Dios, porque ha sido 
capaz de reconocerlo. 
 

Las palabras de la Virgen en el cántico reflejan a nosotros la 
transparencia de un alma en donde reina Dios. Por eso las 
palabras de ella nos conducen, en medio de la oscuridad de la 
noche, a la visión del universo que Dios nos tiene preparado. En 
este cántico se resume la alianza de Dios con los pobres. Pero, 
quiénes son los pobres? A menudo pensamos que el pobre es el 
que no tiene dinero, pero independientemente de lo económico, 
en la Biblia es llamado pobre ‘el que no tiene sino a Dios.’ No 
tener a Dios no significa no tener nada más, significa saber lo que 
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es esencial y lo que da sentido a la existencia. Quien sólo tiene a 
Dios en Dios encuentra todo, nada más le hace falta. Puede tener 
otras cosas (todos las necesitamos), pero es consciente que esas 
cosas son pasajeras. Quien tiene a Dios sabe que tiene ‘el tesoro’, 
sabe que tiene el pasado, el presente, el futuro, la plenitud.  
 

Por eso la Virgen María es la reina de ese universo en el que Dios 
reina. Pero como nos dice San Pablo, Dios también quiere que 
lleguemos a ese universo a pinar con Él. Dios Padre nos ha 
prometido el cielo con Cristo y quiere que reinemos con Cristo. 
Por eso nuestro proyecto de vida -cuando tomamos conciencia de 
lo que es la vida- no puede ser otro que realizar el cántico de la 
Virgen, porque ella, al igual que nosotros, es salvada 
exclusivamente por la gracia de Dios. Ella fue la primera en ser 
redimida por la misericordia de la que habla en el cántico. Por 
eso ese cántico es el himno de los que nos sabemos redimidos por 
el amor misericordioso de Dios. Ese cántico es el lenguaje del 
cielo.  
 

Debemos acostumbrar el oído, la lengua y el corazón a este 
cántico que se reza cada día en la Iglesia en la oración de la tarde 
(vísperas), para que cuando llegue el atardecer de la vida lo 
tengamos bien aprendido. Debemos tomar las palabras de la 
Virgen para nosotros y proclamar las grandezas que Dios ha 
realizado en nuestra pequeñez. Allí descubriremos una tarea de 
evangelización. Es que la obra de Dios se manifiesta en los que 
nada podemos y todo lo necesitamos, porque cuando nos 
reconocemos pequeños podemos resistir la tentación de pensar 
que hay quien no merezca caminar el camino de salvación. 
 

Por lo tanto, el Cántico de María no sólo alaba las maravillas que 
hay en el cielo, sino también lo que debemos predicar en la tierra. 
Hay que decir que Dios es misericordioso, que su misericordia 
alcanza a todos y que solo quedan privados de ella los que se fían 
de sus propios bienes y se resisten al regalo de la gracia. Por eso 
este cántico no es solo nuestra escuela para el cielo, sino nuestro 
programa de evangelización para la tierra. Cuando en todas las 
culturas, naciones y lenguas resuene este cántico, entenderemos 
lo que es evangelizar. Este himno brotó de las entrañas de María 
porque eran entrañas fecundadas por el Verbo de Dios.  
 

El que tiene a Dios en sí mismo entiende este cántico. El que ha 
concebido a Cristo en su corazón, comprende este cántico. El que 
tiene la unción de Cristo pronuncia este cántico. Evangelizar es 
hacer que todos, niños, niñas, casados, solteros, separados, 
viudos, enfermos, ancianos, extranjeros, puedan repetir desde sus 
entrañas esta canción de alabanza. Tomemos para nosotros este 
programas de evangelización y de vida espiritual. Tomemos esta 
poesía que se recita en el cielo, grabémosla en nuestro corazón y 
que Dios nos permita repetirlas con gozo en esta vida, para 
vivirlas en plenitud en el cielo. ¡  FELIZ NAVIDAD!   P. Nelson 

 Mass Intentions 

SUNDAY, December 24, 2017-Fourth Sunday of Advent 
                7:30    Warneke and Murphy Families 
               9:00      Philip E. Parker 
             10:30     Felix Ruiz 
             12:00     Alfredo Navarrete; 
  Juana del Carmen Rodriguez 
 1:30 Deceased Members of the Cerbone Family 
               5:00     Jose Davila-Ortiz;          Andre Davila 
 7:00 Manuel Guamah and Family, Manuel Duche 
  and Family, Segundo Montero and Family & 
  Enfrain Cela and Family 
  Blessings for the Divine Child 

 NO MIDNIGHT MASS 
MONDAY, December 25, 2017–NATIVITY OF THE LORD 
 7:30    Christmas Novena 
              9:00  Lucy Cannavaccuiolo Intentions 
 10:30 Catherine Carolan 
  Lydia Camacho and Pedro Camacho 
 12:00 Jose Sanabria;   In Honor of Nino Jesus Viajero 
 1:30 Madeline and Daniel Donovan 
 5:00 In Thanksgiving and Special Intentions of  
  Miranda and Arroyo Families in Honor of the 
                   Birth of Jesus Christ 
TUESDAY, December 26 2017-St. Stephen 
 6:50     Christmas Novena 
 8:30      Maria Imbrogrog Family 
 12:15    Mary McNiff (Healing Intention) 
WEDNESDAY, December 27, 2017–St. John 
 6:50   Christmas Novena 
 8:30 John, Catherine & William Blessington & Julie Lane 
  12:15 Mary McNiff (Healing Intention) 
 7:00   Luis DeJesus 
THURSDAY, December 28, 2017–The Holy Innocents 
               6:50   Christmas Novena 
 8:30 Chiulli Massimo 
 12:15    Mary McNiff (Healing Intention) 
FRIDAY, December 29, 2017–St. Thomas Becket 
 6:50       Christmas Novena 
 8:30 Joanne Savino’s Intention for Her Sister, Brenda 
 12:15 Rosa Ballesteros 
  For the Soul of Fr. Mario Russo 
SATURDAY, December 30, 2017–St. Anysius 
 6:50       Christmas Novena 
 8:30   Mary Falkowska 
 12:15    Joan T. Sullivan 
 5:30 In Thanksgiving and Special Intentions of 
  Miranda and Arroyo Families in Honor of the 
    Feast of the Holy Family 
 6:30 Blessings for the End & Start of a New Year        
SUN., Dec. 31, 2017-The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph      
               7:30 Christmas Novena 
               9:00      Gerry McMahon (Health Intention) 
             10:30     Mary McNiff (Healing Intention) 
             12:00     Virgin de la Nube; 
          Silvia Cruz (acción de Gracias); 
         In Honor and In Thanksgiving to St. Nino Viajero 
 1:30 Concepcion de Garcia 
        Vigil for the Solemnity of the Mother of God 
               5:00     Ralph A. Cerbone, Jr. 
Readings for the Week of December 24, 2017 
Sunday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27, 29 [2a]/Rom 16:25-
27/Lk 1:26-38; Monday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29 [2a]/Acts 
13:16-17, 22-25/Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25; Midnight: Is 9:1-6/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 11-
12, 13 [Lk 2:11]/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14; Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12/
Ti 3:4-7/Lk 2:15-20; Day: Is 52:7-10/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6 [3c]/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 
1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14; Tuesday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 8ab, 
16bc and 17 [6]/Mt 10:17-22; Wednesday: 1 Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12 
[12]/Jn 20:1a, 2-8; Thursday: 1 Jn 1:5--2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7b-8 [7]/Mt 2:13
-18; Friday: 1 Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6 [11a]/Lk 2:22-35; Saturday: 
1 Jn 2:12-17/Ps 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10 [11a]/Lk 2:36-40; Next Sunday: Gn 15:1-
6; 21:1-3 or Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9, [7a, 8a] or Ps 128:1-2, 
3, 4-5 [cf. 1]/Heb 11:8, 11-12, 17-19 or Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17/Lk 2:22-40 
or 2:22, 39-40  


