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What DOES the Church Teach Concerning Suicide?           
Most of us know someone who has tried to or committed suicide, 
sometimes very closely. It is always a terrible tragedy. The vast 
majority of suicides are associated with some form of clinical 
depression, which in its more serious forms can be a sort of 
madness that drives people to despair — leading to a profound 
and painful sense of hopelessness and even delusional thinking 
about oneself, the world and the future. 

Mental illness can afflict anyone, of any temperament and any 
personality.  The minds of some people can sometimes be 
afflicted by a devastating disorder that can prove every bit as 
deadly as a heart attack or cancer. These people suffer in ways 
that are difficult for most of us to imagine. We might ask, Why 
couldn’t he (or she) see himself as God saw him — as a beloved 
child, a human soul of immense worth, a person for whom Christ 
died? This is the tragedy of depression, which is so often 
misunderstood, especially by those who have not suffered its 
effects. 

Some people have been told that the Catholic Church teaches that 
if you commit suicide you go to hell. I want to emphasize that the 
Church has NEVER said ANYONE is in hell. You may have heard 
some misinformed people say that is the case, but the reality is 
that the Church has not even made a pronouncement on Hitler or 
Judas. Even the punishment of Excommunication does not mean 
the Church proclaims the sinner is automatically going to hell 
either. Excommunication is a serious warning, one which can only 
apply to a baptized Catholic (since one can't ex-communion-icate 
someone who's never been in communion). It only warns them 
that they are on the wrong track and are in grave danger. 

In fact, the Catholic Church has a morally clear but pastorally 
sensitive teaching on suicide.  Take a look at Sections 2280-2283 
of the Catechism for a nuanced presentation. On the one hand, 
the Church does teach that suicide is a sin against the love of 
God, the love of oneself, and the love of neighbor. On the other 
hand, the Church also recognizes that an individual’s moral 
culpability for the act of suicide can be diminished by many 
factors, such as mental illness, as described in the Catechism: 
“Grave psychological disturbances, anguish or grave fear of 
hardship, suffering or torture can diminish the responsibility of the 
one committing suicide.” 

The Catechism goes on to say: “We should not despair of the 
eternal salvation of persons who have taken their own lives. By 
ways known to Him alone, God can provide the opportunity for 
salutary repentance. The Church prays for persons who have 
taken their own lives.” All life belongs to God. Even a person’s own 
life does not belong to them, but rather it was created by God, and 
although we have free will to do as we wish, we are subject to 
universal spiritual laws. One of those laws taught by the Catholic 
Church is that it is wrong to take a life under any circumstance, 
even your own. Now having said that it is wrong, we have to 
contemplate what the consequence of that wrong action might be. 
“Going to Hell” is the consequence of unrepentant Grave (or mortal) 
sin, and it’s not “grave” unless all three of these factors are present. 

• It is a gravely wrong action 

• The person knew it was gravely wrong 

• The person did so out of free will 

Consider that our modern court has degrees of guilt for the taking 
of a life. In all cases, a life has been lost, but there are degrees of 
guilt (1st, 2nd, manslaughter, gross negligence, insanity etc...) 
based on the intention, heart, and circumstances of the person 
who committed the action. The spiritual world is not much 
different. If someone commits suicide; it is likely that they are 
experiencing a state of insanity of some sort, even if it is 
temporary insanity, and it is quite possible that one of the three 
criteria of a mortal sin is missing and therefore, it is not a mortal 
sin.  Please note that the Church does not teach that it has any 
power over who goes to hell, or even to guess who is in hell. The 
only thing the Church can claim is the authority to declare the 
characteristics that constitute grave or mortal sin (Mat 16:18), and 
to offer the Sacrament of Reconciliation for those who repent. For 
those who have committed mortal sin, and are still alive, there is 
always repentance. God loves us so much, and he wants us to 
turn to him. 

The Church once taught that those who committed suicide were 
not allowed to have a church funeral or to be buried within the 
consecrated boundaries of a cemetery without the approval of a 
bishop, but now it is up to individual parish priests on how to 
proceed 

Suicide is a particularly difficult issue because it is the ONLY sin 
for which a person cannot repent. The issue of assisted suicide 
adds another layer of complexity because the person presumably 
has consulted with others, has discussed it with their doctor and 
has had time to think through the consequences, all of which 
increase their culpability should they choose to go through with it. 
So, if you know of someone who has tried or has succeeded in 
taking their own life, your moral obligation is to PRAY for that 
person and for that person’s family.  After all, prayer is the most 
powerful way we can respond to any crisis.   

“Bless, O God of eternal life, all who have died by their own hand. 
Grant them peace from their inner turmoil and the compassion of 
your love. Comfort those who mourn their loved ones. Strengthen 
them to face the questions of pain and guilt and anger and the 
irreparable loss. Help us to reach out in love to others who prefer 
death to the choices of life and to their families who grieve. Amen.” 

 
St. Patrick - March 17 
St. Patrick is Ireland's patron saint and is known for spreading 
Christianity throughout the country as a missionary during the 5th 
century. 

Born somewhere in Britain circa AD 386, his birth name was 
Maewyn Succat, with the name Patrick later taken at his 
ordination. His father, Calphurnius, was a deacon from a Roman 
family of high social standing. Patrick's mother, Conchessa, was a 
close relative of the great patron St. Martin of Tours. Patrick's 
grandfather, Pontius, was also a member of the clergy.  
Surprisingly, Patrick himself was not raised with a strong emphasis 
on religion. Education was not particularly stressed during his 
childhood either.  Later in life, this would become a source of 
embarrassment for this spiritual icon, who would write in his 
Confessio, "I blush and fear exceedingly to reveal my lack of 
education." 

When Patrick was 16 years old, he was 
captured by Irish pirates. They brought 
him to Ireland where he was sold into 
slavery in Dalriada. There his job was 
to tend sheep.  Patrick's master, 
Milchu, was a high priest of Druidism, a 
Pagan sect that held major religious 
influence over the country at the time. 
Patrick came to view his enslavement 
as God's test of his faith. During his six 
years of captivity, he became deeply 
devoted to Christianity through 
constant prayer. In a vision, he saw 
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PALM SUNDAY and EASTER SUNDAY 2018 
  NEW MASS TIMES 

The Palm Sunday Vigil Mass will still be at 5:30PM 
The Easter Vigil Mass will still be at 7:30PM 

But the Sunday Masses for PALM SUNDAY will be: 
       7:30AM 

      9:30AM (with procession) 
    11:30AM en Español (with procession) 

       2:00PM 
       4:30PM (with procession) 

 

The EASTER SUNDAY Mass times will be                               
the same as above but without the procession.  

 

The regular Mass times will resume on                               
DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY, April 8. 



the children of pagan Ireland reaching out their hands to him and 
grew increasingly determined to convert the Irish to Christianity. 

Around 408 A.D., the idea of escaping enslavement came to 
Patrick in a dream, in which a voice promised him he would find 
his way home to Britain. Eager to see the dream materialize, 
Patrick convinced some sailors to let him board their ship. After 
three days of sailing, he and the crew abandoned the vessel in 
France, and Patrick wandered, lost, for 28 days before finally 
becoming reunited with his family. 

A free man once again, Patrick went to Auxerre, France, where he 
studied and entered the priesthood under the guidance of the 
missionary St. Germain. He was ordained a deacon by the Bishop 
of Auxerre around 418.  As time passed, he never lost sight of his 
vision to convert Ireland to Christianity, and in 432, he was 
ordained as a bishop and was soon sent by Pope Celestine I to 
Ireland to spread the gospel to non-believers while also providing 
support to the small community of Christians already living there. 

Upon his arrival in Ireland, Patrick was initially met with 
resistance but managed to spread Christian teachings far and 
wide, along with other missionaries, through preaching, writing 
and performing countless baptisms.  Recognizing the history of 
spiritual practices already in place, nature-oriented pagan rituals 
were also incorporated into church practices. It is believed that 
Patrick may have introduced the Celtic cross, which combined a 
native sun-worshiping symbology with that of the Christian cross. 
Throughout his missionary work, Patrick supported church 
officials, created councils, founded monasteries and organized 
Ireland into dioceses.  

St. Patrick died circa 461 in Saul, Ireland, and is said to have been 
buried in the nearby town of Downpatrick, County Down. St. 
Patrick is recognized as the patron saint of Ireland, and his 
writings, noted for their humble voice, include the 
autobiographical Confessio and his Letter to Coroticus.  Many 
legends also have been associated with his life including that he 
drove away all the snakes from Ireland and he introduced the 
Holy Trinity through the three-leaved shamrock. 

St. Patrick is annually honored with the celebration of St. Patrick's 
Day on March 17 (which some cite as the date of his death), 
which usually falls during the Christian season of Lent. For more 
than 1,000 years, the Irish have observed St. Patrick's Day as a 
religious holiday.  

The New York City St. Patrick’s Parade is the oldest and largest St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade in the world. The first parade was held on 
March 17, 1762 — fourteen years before the signing of the 
Declaration of Independence. The parade is held annually on 
March 17th at precisely 11:00 AM in honor of St. Patrick, the 
Patron Saint of Ireland and of the Archdiocese of New York. The 
parade route goes up Fifth Avenue beginning at East 44th Street 
and ending at East 79th Street. Approximately 150,000 people 
march in the parade which draws about 2 million spectators. From 
its earliest days, right up to the present, the NYC St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade has been run entirely by volunteers, many of whom come 
from generations of families dedicated to the organization of the 
parade. 

 

Un grave danger 
L’Évangile d’aujourd’hui présente, dans la version de Jean, 
l’épisode où Jésus chasse les marchands du temple de Jérusalem 
(Jn 2, 13-25). Il a fait ce geste avec un fouet de cordes, renversa 
les tables, et dit: « Ne faites pas de la maison de mon Père un 
marché! » (v. 16). Cette action décisive, menée alors que Pâques 
s’approchait, fit une grande impression sur la foule et (suscita) 
l’hostilité des autorités religieuses et de ceux qui se sentaient 
menacés dans leurs intérêts économiques. Mais comment devons
-nous l’interpréter? Certes, ce n’était pas une action violente, si 
bien qu’elle ne provoqua pas l’intervention de représentants de 
l’ordre public, de la police. Non! Mais elle a été comprise comme 
une action typique des prophètes, qui dénonçaient souvent, au 
nom de Dieu, les abus et les excès. La question qui se posait était 
celle de l’autorité. De fait, les Juifs demandèrent à Jésus: « Quel 
signe nous montres-tu pour faire ces choses? » (v. 18), comme 
pour exiger la preuve qu’il agissait vraiment au nom de Dieu. 

Pour interpréter le geste de Jésus de purifier la maison de Dieu, 
ses disciples utilisèrent un texte biblique tiré du psaume 69: «Le 

zèle pour ta maison me dévorera» (verset 17). Le psaume dit 
cela:« Le zèle pour ta maison me dévorera ». Ce psaume est un 
appel à l’aide dans une situation de danger extrême due à la 
haine des ennemis: une situation que Jésus vivra dans sa 
passion. Le zèle pour le Père et sa maison le conduira jusqu’à la 
croix: c’est le zèle de l’amour qui mène au sacrifice de soi, et non 
le faux (zèle) qui prétend servir Dieu par la violence. En effet, le 
«signe» que Jésus donnera comme preuve de son autorité sera 
précisément sa mort et sa résurrection: «Détruisez ce temple – dit-
il – et en trois jours je le relèverai» (verset 19). Et l’évangéliste 
note: « Il parlait du temple de son corps » (verset 21). Avec la 
Pâques de Jésus un culte nouveau commence, le culte de 
l’amour, et un temple nouveau qui est Lui-même. 

L’attitude de Jésus racontée dans le passage évangélique 
d’aujourd’hui nous exhorte à vivre notre vie non pas à la recherche 
de nos avantages et de nos intérêts, mais pour la gloire de Dieu 
qui est l’amour. Nous sommes appelés à garder à l’esprit ces 
paroles fortes de Jésus:« Ne faites pas de la maison de mon Père 
un marché!» (verset 16) – c’est très laid quand l’Eglise glisse dans 
ce comportement de faire de la maison de Dieu un marché -. Ces 
paroles nous aident à repousser le danger de faire de notre âme, 
qui est la demeure de Dieu, un lieu de marché, en vivant à la 
recherche continue de notre profit plutôt que dans un amour 
généreux et solidaire. Cet enseignement de Jésus est toujours 
actuel, non seulement pour les communautés ecclésiales, mais 
aussi pour les individus, pour les communautés civiles et pour les 
sociétés. En effet, elle est commune la tentation de profiter 
d’activités bonnes, parfois de nos devoirs, pour cultiver des 
intérêts privés, voire illicites. C’est un grave danger, surtout quand 
il « instrumentalise » Dieu lui-même et le culte qui lui est dû, ou le 
service de l’homme, son image. C’est pourquoi Jésus a utilisé 
cette fois-ci « les manières fortes » pour nous débarrasser de ce 
danger mortel. 

Que la Vierge Marie nous soutienne dans notre engagement à 
faire du Carême une bonne occasion de reconnaître Dieu comme 
le seul Seigneur de notre vie, en enlevant de notre cœur et de nos 
œuvres toute forme d’idolâtrie. 
 
 

Lenten Fast and Abstinence 
During the Season of Lent, the Church urges all of the faithful to 
reflect a spirit of penance in their daily life through performing 
acts of fast and abstinence. 
 

FASTING, at its minimum,  requires that only one full meal be 
taken per day.  Two other smaller meals may be taken during the 
day to maintain physical strength, but these two meals together 
should not equal a full meal in quantity.  Fasting obliges all those 
who have reached the age of 18 and continues to oblige until age 
59.  Those not specifically obliges to fast are encouraged to join 
in the discipline of fasting to the extent that they are able. 
 

ABSTINENCE prohibits individuals from eating meat on a 
particular day.  Abstinence obliges all those who have reached the 
age of 14 and continues to oblige throughout their entire life. 
Those not specifically obliged to abstain from eating meat are 
encouraged to join in the discipline to the extent that they are 
able. 
 

LENTEN DEVOTIONS-As we did last year, throughout the 
Lenten Season, we will have Eucharistic Adoration every Friday 
from 1-8PM and Stations of the Cross every Friday at 1PM 
and 8PM in English and 7PM in Spanish. 
 
 

LENTEN YOUTH RETREAT:  A Lenten Youth Retreat will 
take place in the cafeteria on St. Patrick's Day, Saturday, March 
17 from 9AM - 4PM.  All youth, ages 13-21 are invited to 
attend.  The Retreat is sponsored by the ABC's Youth group.  
 

RECONCILIATION MONDAY will be March 26 from          
3-8PM. 

 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT  
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CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES COLLECTION this 
weekend.  For 75 years, CRS has been providing expertise and 
compassion to the very poorest of our brothers and sisters in more 
than 100 countries. But they can't do this lifesaving work without 
your help. Please be generous in today's second collection. 
 

EASTER FLOWERS COLLECTION will take place next 
weekend. Please contribute to the beauty of the Church this 
Easter Season. 
 

Catholic Schools Need Your Help 
The proposed budget will cut state funding to many Catholic 
Schools by an average of 4 percent.  Unless the original funding 
formula is restored, additional costs will be passed on to our 
schools and families. Please contact Governor Cuomo and your 
state representatives to encourage them to take steps to support 
our Catholic schools and tuition-paying families. Go to 
www.nycatholic.org and click on “Catholic Schools Need Your 
Help” to lend your support. 
 

CHILD PROTECTION-Anyone who needs to report an alleged 
incident of sexual abuse of a minor by a priest, deacon, religious, 
or lay person serving in the Archdiocese of New York is asked to 
contact Sr. Eileen Clifford, O.P. at  212-371-1000 x 2949. Sister  
may also be reached via e-mail at victimassistance@archny.org. 
Information can also be found on the archdiocesan website, 
www.archny.org. In keeping with the archdiocesan policy 
regarding sexual abuse of minors, this information is provided to 
ensure that our children remain safe and secure.  
 
THANK YOU to all of the volunteers who are working to 
help us get the Green Building back into functioning mode. They 
have so far worked on two Saturdays, and we very much 
appreciate their time and energy.  One room in the Green 
Building was completely destroyed by water damage, and there 
was partial damage to another.  Volunteers make a huge 
difference, and we thank everyone for pitching in.  

    
          PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 

 50/50-Remember, it only costs $5.00 to enter. The next 
winner will be picked on Monday, March 26. You cannot 
win unless you enter. Envelopes are available at the two 
Church entrances. Perhaps one will be the winner. 

 SPANISH FAMILY SESSION will take place today 
Sunday, March 11 at 1:30PM in the cafeter ia. 

 ENGLISH FAMILY SESSION will take place on 
Sunday, March 18 at 11:30AM in the cafeter ia. 

 SPANISH PRAYER GROUP meets every Monday, at 
7PM in the Church.  

 ENGLISH CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP  meets 
every Saturday at 1PM, following the 12:15PM Mass, in the 
Green Building. They will sponsor a Prayer and Praise 
Luncheon on Saturday, April 21 at 1:30PM in the cafeteria. 

 STUDY THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES-Join us in the 
Green Building on Sunday, March 11, at 11:30AM,. as well 
as on Tuesday, March 13, at both 1PM and 7:30PM. On 
Tuesday, we will study Chapter  11 of the “Acts of the 
Apostles” which is about The Preaching of Peter and the 
establishment of the Church in Antioch. 

 SPANISH BIBLE STUDY will begin Tuesday, March 20 
at 7:30PM in the cafeteria.  The topic will be Mariology. 

 BOY SCOUTS, every Wednesday at 6:30PM in the cafeteria.  

 YOUTH GROUP for  ages 12-18 meets on Fridays from 7-
8:30PM in the gym.  

 2019 MASS BOOK is star ting to fill up quickly. Come in 
early, especially if you want very specific Mass dates. 

 RELIGIOUS ARTICLES ROOM is open every Sunday 
from 8AM-1:30PM. New items have ar r ived. We are 
expanding the room. Do you have any religious articles or 
handicraft you wish to donate to the church or the missions? 
If so, bring them to the rectory. 

 NEXT BAPTISM PREP CLASS will be held on 
Thursday, March 22 at 7PM. Please br ing a copy of the 
child’s birth certificate as well as either a letter of suitability 
for the godparents from their local pastor or a copy of the 
godparent’s Confirmation Certificate, and if a godparent is 
married, bring a copy of their Catholic Marriage Certificate. 
These must all be brought to the class. 

 BREAST CANCER MOBILE CARE CLINIC will be at 
St. Helena today Sunday, March 11 from 9AM 
to 4:30PM to provide NO COST digital 
mammograms and clinical breast exams.  The 
unit is funded by a grant from the American 
Italian Cancer Foundation. To be eligible, you 
must be a woman aged 40 and older, currently 
living anywhere in New York City and who 
has NOT had a mammogram in the past 12 
months.  If you have one, bring your insurance card.  No co-
pays are required and deductibles are waved.  Uninsured 
patients are welcome.  Early detection of breast cancer saves 
lives. You must register for a time slot either by signing the 
list at the back of the church or calling the rectory now at  
718-892-3233 or 877-628-9090. 

 ST. PAUL’S BOOK SALE NEXT WEEKEND-
Representatives from St. Paul's will be selling brand new 
books and tapes in both English and Spanish after ALL 
MASSES next weekend, March 17 and 18 both in the 
Narthex and in the back room of the Religious Goods 
Center. ST PAUL’S, a member  of the St Paul’s 
international group, publishes religious books, CDs and 
DVDs for adults, teenagers and children in the following 
areas: Bibles and biblical studies, liturgy and liturgical 
resources, parish bulletins, theology, spirituality,  
ecumenism, prayer, devotions, Christian life, Catholic 
Church, Vatican documents and encyclicals, educational 
resources, and products for schools and parishes. 

 NEXT WHOLE FOODS PLANT-BASED SUPPERS 
MEAL-Our next cooking and eating class is on Saturday,  
March 17 from 4-6:30PM in the cafeter ia. The meal prep 
takes place at 4PM and the meal will begin at 5PM.  The $15 
fee is non-refundable as it is for groceries.  There is usually a 
refund since we don’t spend it all.  You must register by 
March 16 so please call the Rectory at 718-892-3233. 

 SHOP AMAZON AND DONATE TO ST. HELENA-
Amazon has found a way to take some of the guilt out of 
online shopping through Amazon Smile. This initiative 
allows consumers to choose a charity of their choice and 
Amazon will donate 0.5 percent of the price of any eligible 

OFFERING ENVELOPES 
Third Sunday of Lent                         $5,859.12 

Our weekly budget, (Nuestro presupuesto semanal es) $4,423.00 
Thank you all for your generosity and support and for all that you do 

for St. Helena’s. We exceeded our goal this week. The boiler 
stopped working several times this week, and the heating repair men 

are working constantly, so I ask you to still please consider 
increasing your regular weekly offerings a little so that we can pay 

for the increased physical plant improvements.  
 

Gracias a todos por su generosidad y por todo lo que hacen por esta 
Iglesia de St. Helena. Nosotros estamos haciendo reparaciones 

en la escuela y la iglesia; por favor, considere aumentar su oferta 
para ayudar y apoya estas mejoras.   

http://www.nycatholic.org


purchases to the organization.  St. Helena is a participating 
organization, so please bookmark this link so all your 
eligible shopping will benefit St. Helena:  To register, go 
to  http://smile.amazon.com/ch/13-1740343  

 KNITTING AND CROCHETING supplies and yarn are 
still needed to teach knitting & crocheting skills to our 
students. If you have supplies that could be donated; or if you 
know of a source where we could get yarn, hooks and 
needles free or at a great discount, please call the rectory at 
718-892-3232.  

 RAFFLE PRIZES-If you received a gift card during the 
holidays which you might not wish to use, please consider 
donating it to St. Helena's as a prize for our upcoming Parish 
Carnival June 28-July 1. Monetary donations always 
welcome, of course. All donations are tax deductible.  You 
will receive a letter acknowledging your donation.  

 AA BIG BOOK STUDY meets every Sat., 7-8:30PM in 
the green building. 

 CO-DEPENDENTS ANNONYMOUS (CODA) meets 
every Monday from 7-8:30PM in the rectory meeting room. 

 DOMESTIC VIOLENCE?  Call 1-800-621-HOPE  
 MARK YOUR CALENDARS-The internationally 

renowned Gracias Choir is coming to St. Helena's on Sat., 
March 24, the vigil of Palm Sunday.  They will perform 
their bilingual Easter Cantata in the church following the 
5:30PM Palm Sunday Vigil Mass and 
beginning at 7PM.  The Gracias Choir 
Easter Cantata is a moving musical  re-
enactment of the last days, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. Started in 
2011, the Easter Cantata has already 
touched tens of thousands around the 
world, giving each an intimate, firsthand 
portrait of what Christ endured to take on 
the sins of the entire world.  The Cantata is 
free and open to the public, and you will want to come early 
to get good seats.  The choir recently won an international 
competition in Germany and is considered one of the world's 
best choirs.  This really is something you do not want to 
miss.  Call the rectory at 718-892-3232. 

 

 

  SCHOOL NEWS 
 CONGRATULATIONS-St. Helena's has three 8th graders 

who were accepted into NYC Specialized High Schools: 
Jalis McMyers to Bronx High School of Science;          
Maria Delgado to LaGuardia High School for the Fine Arts; 
& Julia Shavo to LaGuardia HS for the Arts in Dance. 

 

 Horsemen Win Final Season Home Game 
Christian Colter began Thursday’s game with a two, and 
Devonne Stewart ended the game with a two, as the varsity 
Horsemen advance to the final game of the Catholic Basketball 
League with a 61-34 victory over St. Ignatius  Loyola durang 
their final home game of the season. Before the game, both 
coaches recognized their eighth-grade players and 
cheerleaders.  Coach Bobby Schaefer also announced the four 
Horsemen who were selected by the coaches to the All-Star 
Team:  Francisco Mattei, Omari Ward, Christian Colter, and 
William Manning. 

Both teams charged out of the gate to begin the game, and the 
first half was action-packed, full of steals and layups and threes, 
with the Horsemen leading 36-23 at the half.  The second half 
was much slower, but every player had some playtime during at 
least one of the six-minute quarters.  Omari Ward had the first 
score of the second half and a game-high 27 points, including 2 
threes, which gives him 215 season points. Francisco Mattei also 
sank 2 threes, one of which was the second score of the game as 

part of his 16 game points.  Christian Colter scored his 12 points 
all in the first half, and Khalil Black hit 2 twos in the fourth, 
while Devonne Steward finished the Horsemen scoring with his 
crowd-pleasing two. The 14 Horsemen cheerleaders gave an 
enthusiastic half-time performance.  

Charlie Gordon had 4 threes and a two, which got him a team-
high 14 points for Loyola, and Luc Goble was also in doubt digits 
with 10 points.  The Horsemen were 7 for 9 from the line, while 
Loyola sank its lone free throw.  Last Thursday, the Horsemen 
played a close game against Our Lady of the Assumption at 
OLA, with the Horsemen finally crossing the finish line 65-
59.  Mattei had a game-high 25 points, Colter 20 points, Ward 15 
points, and Manning and Black two points each.  The Horsemen 
will play for the Catholic Basketball Varsity championships this 
Tuesday at 5PM at St. Theresa 
 
 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 A MIRACLE APPROVED-Pope Francis has cleared the 

way for Óscar Romero, the Salvadoran priest who 
championed the struggles of poor and dispossessed people 
and was murdered by a rightwing death squad, to be made a 
saint. The Pope has approved a miracle attributed to Romero, 
meaning the former archbishop of San Salvador could be 
canonized early next year. About 250,000 people attended 
Romero’s beatification ceremony in San Salvador in May 
2015. Romero was shot through the heart by a sniper while 
celebrating mass in a hospital chapel on March 24, 1980, a 
day after he called on the military to stop killing innocent 
civilians in El Salvador’s dirty war. Numerous death threats 
had been made against him. 

 COMMUNITY BOARD 9 GENERAL BOARD 
MEETING on Thursday, March 15 at 7PM at the Kips 
Bay Boys and Girl's Club, 1930 Randall Ave. 

 MENTAL HEALTH AND DISABILITIES HEALTH 
FAIR on Saturday, March 17 from 12-4PM at the Sonia 
Sotomayor Center, 1000 Rosedale Ave.  

 COMMUNITY BOARD 9 SENIORS CONNECTED 
MEETING will take place on Wednesday, March 21 at 
10AM at the Justice Sonia Sotomayer  Community 
Center, 100 Rosedale Ave. The program allows senior 
citizens and those suffering from disabilities – who may not 
be able to come out to the general board meetings – to learn 
what’s going on in their community. Attendees receive 
minutes from each committee meeting and general board 
meeting that occurred during the previous month.  

 THE ACADEMY OF MOUNT ST. URSULA proudly 
presents "Seussical", March 23rd and 24th, at 7:30pm. 
Tickets are $10 for adults and $5 for children and students   
K-12.  For tickets or more information please contact      
(718) 364-5353 ext. 215 or  kjavier@amsu.org. Visit our  
website- www.amsu.org 

 MSGR. SCANLAN HIGH SCHOOL fir st annual Easter  
Egg Hunt on Saturday, March 24 at 10AM.  Special guest 
The Easter Bunny. $3 Egg Hunt fee for each child. 8:30AM 
Pancake Breakfast $15.99 Adults, $5.99 12 and under. Buy 
tickets to the breakfast and egg hunt in advance at https://
Scanlan HSEggHunt.brownpapertickets.com. Bring 
Your Own Basket. (BYOB) 

 PAUL, APOSTLE OF CHRIST opens in local movie 
theaters on Wednesday, March 28.  The story as told by St. 
Luke, covers Paul going from the most infamous persecutor 
of Christians to Jesus Christ's most influential apostle. 

 FREE VEIN SCREENING on Thursday, March 29 
from 4:30—7pm at Columbia Doctors Midtown. 51 W. 51st 
Street, NY. To make an appointment, call 866-697-7755 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F13-1740343&data=02%7C01%7C%7C2fb87d157cb448ac42cb08d574a82491%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636543187866098832&sdata=4vcwSgnP7%2F9MVihjoF3SIu4Q3Tbb0vRqcpCQ
http://www.amsu.org
https://www.movieinsider.com/m15875/paul-apostle#plot


 13th ANNUAL DIVINE MERCY CONFERENCE at 
Cardinal Spellman H.S. on April 28 from 9AM - 5:30PM. 
Featured Speaker Christopher West. Registration $60.  Call 
800-462-7426 for more information. 

 HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGE with Msgr . Graham on 
July 16-26.  The cost is about $3,800, which includes air, 
most meals, and hotels.  For more info, call 718-792-5500. It 
is an inspiring experience of faith.  

 WORLD YOUTH DAY IN PANAMA-Registration is  
open for the World Youth Day celebration that will be held 
in Panama in January 2019. Participants attending World 
Youth Day with the Archdiocese of New York must be 
between the ages of 18 and 35, as recommended by the 
USCCB. There is no age limit for group leaders/priests. 
Rooms are limited. For more info or  to sign up, contact 
MaryElise.Zellmer@archny.org.  

 
 

ANUNCIOS EN ESPAÑOL 
 GRACIAS a todos los voluntarios que han ayudado a 

reparar el Green Building. Voluntarios hacen una gran 
diferencia, bendiciones para ustedes.  

 PROTECCION PARA LOS NIÑOS-Cualquier persona 
que necesite reportar algún incidente de abuso sexual de un 
menor por parte de un sacerdote, diácono, religioso/a, o laico 
sirviendo en Ia Arquidiócesis de Nueva York, se le pide que 
por favor contacte a la Hermana Eileen Clifford, O.P. 
al (212) 371-1000 extension 2949. La Hermana Clifford 
también pueden ser contactada via correo electrónico: 
victimassistance@archnv.orq. 

 RETIRO PARA JOVENES: Sábado, marzo 17 en la 
cafetería, de 9 am - 4 pm. Edades: de 14-21.  

 RETIRO DE CUARESMA: Sábado Marzo 24, 12 m a 5 
pm. Día anterior al Domingo de Ramos. Preparación para 
entrar a la Semana Santa. Hermano Darío García y P. 
Nelson Henao, Sch.P.  

 DEVOCIONES PARA CUARESMA: Viacrucis en 
español, viernes a las 7 pm. Ven con la familia.  

 MIERCOLES DE MISERICORDIA: El miércoles 14 de 
marzo, MISA POR LA VIDA 4. 

 CALASANZ COMMUNICATIONS: Te enr iqueció 
espiritualmente alguna de las homilías del P. Nelson? Deseas 
escucharla de nuevo o compartirla con alguien más? Sólo 
tienes que ir a youtube.com y buscar: Calasanz 
Communications. Allí las encontrarás. También te 
puedes subscribir al canal para que te llegue 
automáticamente la última homilía. Ayuda a propagar la 
Palabra de Dios!!!! Es una buena manera de evangelizar.  

 VENTA DE LIBROS: Editor ial San Pablo estará 
presente en la Iglesia con una selección de libros en inglés y 
español.  

 CAMBIO DE HORARIO EN DOS MISAS: Recuerda 
que la misa de Domingo de Ramos y la del Domingo de 
Pascua comenzarán a las 11.30 am en lugar de las 12 m.  

 COMPRAS EN AMAZON? Si vas al link http://
smile.amazon.com/ch/13-1740343 antes de hacer tu compra 
el 0.5% del valor será donado a tu Iglesia. Es otra manera de 
solidarizarse con tu comunidad.  

_______________________________________
_______________________________________ 

PROXIMAS ACTIVIDADES 
Marzo 17, Sábado—RETIRO DE JOVENES 9 am - 4 pm.   

Marzo 24, Sábado—RETIRO DE CUARESMA  12-5 pm 

Marzo 24, Sábado—CANTATA 7 pm. Concier to bilingue gratis.  

Marzo 25, Domingo—PELICULA “LA PASION”  1:45 pm 

Abril 7, Sábado—PEREGRINAJE DIVINA MISERICORDIA, 

Abril 8, Domingo—PELICULA “RESUCITADO” 1:45 pm 

Abril 16, Lunes—GELA, CONCIERTO-TESTIMONIO, 7 pm  

Mayo 11, Viernes —Hna. GLENDA, CONCIERTO-ORACION 

               “NADA TE TURBE” 7.30 pm - 9.30 pm. Iglesia. 

_______________________________________

_______________________________________ 

LITURGIA DE PASCUA 
3-25 Domingo de Ramos 
 Misas: 7.30 am - 9.30 am - 11.30  am - 2 pm - 4.30 pm 
 1.40 pm Almuerzo - Película “The Passion of 
Christ”  (Donación $5) 
    Nota: Tome nota que la misa de 12 pm iniciará a las 11.30 am. 
 

3-29 Jueves Santo 
 Misa Bilingue  7.30 pm 
 Adoración Hasta las 11 pm 
 

3-30 Viernes Santo 
 4 pm Novena Divina Miser icordia  
 5 pm Sermón de las Siete Palabras 
 6 p-8pm Estaciones de la Cruz en vivo 
 8 pm Liturgia Solemne de la Palabra 
 8.30 pm Adoración y Comunión en la Iglesia 
 
3-31 Sábado Santo 
 7 pm  Coronilla de la Divina Misericordia 
 7.30 pm  Vigilia Solemne 
 
4-1 Domingo de Resurrección 
 Misas: 7.30 am - 9.30 am - 11.30  am - 2 pm - 4.30 pm 
Nota: Tome nota que la misa de 12 pm iniciará a las 11.30 am. 

_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 
 ACTIVIDAD SEMANAL EN ESPAÑOL 

LUNES:         GRUPO DE ORACION, 7 pm   

          SEGUNDO LUNES DE MES, MISA EN REBEKKA 

MARTES:      CLASE DE BIBLIA, 7.30 pm a 9 pm.,   Cafeter ía  

MIERCOLES: MIERCOLES DE MISERICORDIA, de 7 a 9pm 

GRUPO MADRE TERESA- VISITA A REBEKKA 10 am 

JUEVES:       T.O.V. 7 pm  

VIERNES:     LEGION DE MARIA 7 pm 

         VIACRUCIS Y ADORACIÓN, 7 pm 

         GRUPO JUVENIL 12-18 años, 7 pm., Gimnasio 

         JECAFA (segundo y cuarto viernes de mes)                  

          7.30pm.,    Green Building 

DOMINGO: CATEQUESIS PARA ADULTOS (RCIA),             

         10 am.,  Cafeteria  

  

 LA PALABRA NOS DICE: 
Hola queridos hermanos. Continúa avanzando la Cuaresma, ya 
casi entramos a la recta final para la gran semana del año, la 
Semana Santa. Las lecturas de esta semana nos recuerdan un 
Dios que está siempre en búsqueda de su pueblo amado. Por 

Please Pray for the Sick of Our Parish 
Joanne Frances Bernadette Sanabria, Carmelle and Nicole Antoine,         

Indrowdi Sadu, Rosa Pena,  Luzvina Vega, Michelle Vega, 
Lucy Cannavacciuolo, Jose Rosario, Augustine Ayala, Florence Churchill,               

David Sheehan, Joyce Hoyt, Heyllie Cardona, Genil Alcantara, Maria Barro, 
Vayron Orellana, Teresa Orellana, Khether Raby, Erica Vargas,         

Caroline Caper, Chaya Jonathan, Leah Rodriguez 
 
 

Please Pray for the Deceased and their Grieving Families:   
 Jeanette Santos, Carmen Gloria Heyliger, Sukdeo Persaud Sukhnandan, 
Andrew Alvarez, Maria Enriquez, Fr. Robert Aufieri, Fr. Oscar Alonso, 

Brigid McKeon, Jose Quintero, Juanita Sanchez, Edmond Okonkwo, 
Margaret Coyle, Nelly Perez, Sr. Virginia Sebert, SSND, Alice Carrion  

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vaticannews.va%2Fen%2Fpope%2Fnews%2F2018-02%2Fpope-world-youth-day-post-angelus.html&data=02%7C01%7C%7C92a9fb7a40734c0acbba08d5726e1d03%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636540739
mailto:MaryElise.Zellmer@archny.org
http://youtube.com
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F13-1740343&data=02%7C01%7C%7C2fb87d157cb448ac42cb08d574a82491%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636543187866098832&sdata=4vcwSgnP7%2F9MVihjoF3SIu4Q3Tbb0vRqcpCQ
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F13-1740343&data=02%7C01%7C%7C2fb87d157cb448ac42cb08d574a82491%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636543187866098832&sdata=4vcwSgnP7%2F9MVihjoF3SIu4Q3Tbb0vRqcpCQ


ejemplo, a través de la boca del profeta Jeremías Dios nos dice: 
“Escuchen mi voz, y yo seré su Dios y ustedes serán mi pueblo; 
caminen siempre por el camino que yo les mostraré, para que les 
vaya bien.” Esta breve oración puede ser fuente de mucha 
reflexión y agradecimiento con el Dios de la vida.  
 

Ahora bien, una pregunta, cual es la razón por la que nosotros 
cristianos-católicos celebramos en la forma que hacemos la 
Cuaresma y en general nuestra vida? Hay una razón particular: 
Jesucristo. Intentaré resumir en estas líneas el lugar de Jesucristo 
en el plan divino. Dios nos escogió en Cristo desde la fundación 
del mundo, para que seamos santos y sin mancha en su presencia 
en el amor. El Padre nos ha predestinado a hacernos hijos suyos a 
través de Jesucristo, de acuerdo al propósito de su voluntad, para 
que con nuestras vidas demos honor y gloria a la gracia que nos 
ha dado en su Hijo.  
 

Que significa lo anterior? Que la revelación ha venido a nosotros 
trayéndonos luz. Esa revelación nos enseña que Dios es Padre, de 
allí procede todas las otras enseñanzas que Jesús nos dejó. Desde 
antes de la creación el Padre comunicó a su único Hijo su 
naturaleza, su perfección, su bondad, su vida. Eso es ser Padre, 
comunicar, dar el ser y la vida. Por lo tanto, en Dios hay vida 
comunicada por el Padre y recibida por el Hijo.  
 

Este Hijo, es el único Hijo de Dios y por ello tiene con Él su 
misma naturaleza divina. Son distintos en cuanto uno es Padre y 
el otro es Hijo pero están en un poderoso abrazo de amor del cual 
procede la Tercera Persona a quien la revelación llama el Espíritu 
Santo. Ese es el secreto de la más íntima vida de Dios, la 
totalidad de la vida con sus frutos de amor y gracia presentes en 
la comunión del Padre, del Hijo y del Espíritu Santo.  
 

Dios quiere compartir la plenitud de su vida divina con todas las 
creaturas, por eso nos invita a ‘participar’ de ella. Esa vida 
divina compartida por el Padre con el Hijo y con el Espíritu 
Santo, hace un viaje de amor, que tiene su origen exclusivo en el 
Ser y en la Bondad de Dios, hacia las creaturas creadas de la nada 
y las lleva a un nivel superior de su propia naturaleza. A esas 
creaturas las llama ‘hijos e hijas’. Por naturaleza Dios tiene un 
sólo Hijo, pero por amor tiene un número de hijos que es 
multitud. Es por ese amor que Dios quiere restaurar nuestra 
relación con Él afectada por el pecado.  
 

El Hijo de Dios, unido desde la eternidad al Padre, se une en el 
tiempo a la naturaleza humana, y sin dejar de ser en su totalidad 
el Hijo único de Dios, se une en forma perfecta a nuestra 
naturaleza humana para comunicarnos la vida divina de la cual es 
poseedor por ser el Hijo único de Dios. Es la obra maravillosa de 
la Encarnación. Este Hombre es Jesús, el Cristo, el único Hijo de 
Dios. Cristo viene no para seguir siendo el único Hijo de Dios, 
sino para convertirse en el primero de todos los que lo acepten 
después de ser redimidos por Él. Ahora es la cabeza de una 
multitud de hermanos y hermanas a quienes, por su obra 
redentora, Él da la gracia de la vida divina.  
 

La misma vida divina que procede del Padre al Hijo y del 
Hijo a la humanidad de Jesús, circula, a través de Jesús a todos 
los que lo aceptan. Esa vida divina los llevará para siempre al 
amor del Padre de donde vino Jesús.  
 

Por lo tanto, la santidad consiste en recibir el regalo de la vida 
divina de Cristo y por Cristo, quien la posee en totalidad y quien 
ha sido constituido en el único mediador para mantener esa vida 
divina en el mundo y llevarla cada vez más a una unión más 
perfecta al Padre, que es la fuente de ella. Eso significa que la 
Santidad es el misterio de la vida divina comunicada y recibida. 
Por eso Cristo es la vida del alma, porque a través de la 
Encarnación es al mismo tiempo fuente y dador de vida. Un día 
Cristo presentará al Padre la innumerable multitud de almas. Ese 
día Dios será todo en todos.  
 

Ese es, en términos generales, el plan divino de salvación. Para 
vivirlo y comprenderlo cada vez un poco más, es que la Iglesia 
nos invita a vivir en oración y reflexión nuestra vida, 

especialmente en tiempos como la Cuaresma. Estos tiempos van 
haciendo de nosotros personas nuevas, renovadas, alegres y 
llenas de una esperanza infinita, porque descubrimos, paso a paso 
la riqueza del don ofrecido por el amor de Padre, del Hijo y del 
Espíritu Santo. Por eso sentimos la necesidad de adorar al Dios 
de la vida, de cantar cantos de alabanza a quien nos dice con 
ternura infinita: Hijos míos, escuchen mi voz.                  P. Nelson 

   Mass Intentions 

SUNDAY, March 11, 2018-Fourth Sunday of Lent 
   7:30    Those Suffering From Breast Cancer     
 9:00   Lucy Cannavaccioulo-Health Intention 
 10:30   Gracia Maria Ortiz 
 12:00   Yajaira Vargaz and Laura Verdugo-Health Intention 
  and for the Soul of Pedro Beltran;                 
  Jacqueline French-Health Intention 
 1:30 Cipriano Velasquez and Lucretia Velasquez 
 5:00  Jose A. Garcia  
MONDAY, March 12, 2018–St. Theophanes the Chronicler 
        6:50 In Thanksgiving for Favors 
  8:30    Therese Churchill Intentions 
       12:15 Anjelica Javier and Anastacia Santos 
TUESDAY, March 13, 2018-St. Roderick 
 6:50    Xavier Francis, Meera Job, Staven and Jair Joseph 
                           Intentions for Immigration Status 
 8:30     Duanny Jose Medrano 
 12:15   Souls in Purgatory 
WEDNESDAY, March 14, 2018–St. Mathilda 
 6:50   Brenda Van de Weghe’s Spiritual Needs and Full  
              Recuperation From Eye Surgery 
 8:30  Luz Maria Vega 
  12:15 John McClafferty 
 7:00   Basilisa Lumbayo;     Atsu & Afeli Families Intentions 
THURSDAY, March 15, 2018–St. Louise de Marillac 
 6:50   In Thanksgiving for Favors 
 8:30 Julieta Miranda Arroyo in Thanksgiving on Her 72nd 
            Birthday 
 12:15    Souls in Purgatory 
FRIDAY, March 16, 2018–St. Heribert 
 6:50     David Savino’s Spiritual and Emotional Well-Being 
 8:30  Constance Warneke 
 12:15 Andrew Gerald 
SATURDAY, March 17, 2018–St. Patrick 
 6:50     St. Helena’s Benefactors 
 8:30   John and Mary Quinn 
 12:15  Jose Polanco, Sarah Liriano, Blausina & Luz Minaya 
 5:30   Darlene Adams;     Josie Gonzalez;                           
  In Thanksgiving to the Sacred Heart of Jesus for a  
                  Favor Asked  
SUNDAY, March 18, 2018-Fifth Sunday of Lent     
 7:30 Brenda Van de Weghe’s Spiritual Needs and Full  
              Recuperation From Eye Surgery     
 9:00   Josephine Acevado 
 10:30   Lucy Cannavaccioulo-Health Intention 
 12:00   Luis-Jose Herrera;     Yonior Yazfon Marte 
 1:30 Carmen Rodriguez 
 5:00  Celine Perea for Ernestine and Arthur Perea Jr. and 
          for Sylvia Perea Intentions  
 

Readings for the Week of March 11, 2018 
Sunday: 2 Chr  36:14-16, 19-23/Ps 137:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6 [6ab]/Eph 2:4-10/
Jn 3:14-21 Scrutiny: 1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [1]/
Eph 5:8-14/Jn 9:1-41 or Jn 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38; Monday: Is 65:17-21/
Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-12a and 13b [2a]/Jn 4:43-54 ; Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9, 
12/Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9 [8]/Jn 5:1-16 ; Wednesday: Is 49:8-15/Ps 145:8-9, 
13cd-14, 17-18 [8a]Jn 5:17-30 ; Thursday: Ex 32:7-14/Ps 106:19-20, 21-
22, 23 [4a]/Jn 5:31-47 ; Friday: Wis 2:1a, 12-22/Ps 34:17-18, 19-20, 21 
and 23 [19a]/Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30 ; Saturday: Jer 11:18-20/Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-
10, 11-12 [2a]/Jn 7:40-53 ; Next Sunday: Jer 31:31-34/Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 
14-15 [12a]/Heb 5:7-9/Jn 12:20-33; Scrutiny: Ez 37:12-14/Ps 130:1-2, 3
-4, 5-6, 7-8/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 [7]/Rom 8:8-11/Jn 11:1-45 or Jn 
11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45  


