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Today Is Earth Day 
On April 22, 1970, millions of people took 
to the streets to protest the negative 
impacts of 150 years of industrial 
development. In the US and around the 
world, smog was becoming deadly and 
evidence was growing that pollution led 
to developmental delays in children. 
Biodiversity was in decline as a result of 
the heavy use of pesticides and other 
pollutants. 

A global ecological awareness was 
growing, and the US Congress and 
President Nixon responded quickly. In July of the same year, they 
created the Environmental Protection Agency and enacted robust 
environmental laws such as the Clean Water Act and the 
Endangered Species Act, among many. Earth Day is now a global 
event each year and more than 1 billion people in 192 countries 
now take part in what is the largest civic-focused day of action in 
the world. It is a day of political action and civic participation. 
People march, sign petitions, meet with their elected officials, plant 
trees, clean up their towns and roads. Corporations and 
governments use it to make pledges and announce sustainability 
measures. Faith leaders, including Pope Francis, connect Earth 
Day with protecting God’s greatest creations, humans, biodiversity 
and the planet that we all live on. 

Earth Day Network, the organization that leads Earth Day 
worldwide, announced that Earth Day 2018 will focus on 
mobilizing the world to end plastic pollution, including creating 
support for a global effort to eliminate single-use plastics along 
with global regulation for the disposal of plastics.  EDN will 
educate millions of people about the health and other risks 
associated with the use and disposal of plastics, including pollution 
of our oceans, water, and wildlife, and about the growing body of 
evidence that decomposing plastics are creating serious global 
problems. From poisoning and injuring marine life to the ubiquitous 
presence of plastics in our food to disrupting human hormones 
and causing major life-threatening diseases and early puberty, the 
exponential growth of plastics is threatening our planet’s survival. 
EDN has built a multi-year campaign to end plastic pollution.  Its 
goals include ending single-use plastics, promoting alternatives to 
fossil fuel-based materials, promoting 100 percent recycling of 
plastics, corporate and government accountability and changing 
human behavior concerning plastics. 

 
MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS  
FOR THE 2018 WORLD DAY OF VOCATIONS  

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
The Fifty-fifth World Day of Prayer for Vocations once again 
proclaims the Good News to us in a decisive manner. We are not 
victims of chance or swept up in a series of unconnected events; 
on the contrary, our life and our presence in this world are the 
fruit of a divine vocation! Even amid these troubled times, the 
mystery of the Incarnation reminds us that God continually comes 
to encounter us. He is God-with-us, who walks along the often 
dusty paths of our lives. He knows our anxious longing for love, 
and he calls us to joy. In the diversity and the uniqueness of each 
and every vocation, personal and ecclesial, there is a need 
to listen, discern and live this word that calls to us from on high 
and, while enabling us to develop our talents, makes us 
instruments of salvation in the world and guides us to full 
happiness. 

These three aspects – listening, discerning and living – were also 
present at the beginning of Jesus’ own mission, when, after his 
time of prayer and struggle in the desert, he visited his synagogue 
of Nazareth. There, he listened to the word, discerned the content 
of the mission entrusted to him by the Father, and proclaimed that 
he came to accomplish it “today.” 

Listening: The Lord’s call – let it be said at the outset – is not as 
clear-cut as any of those things we can hear, see or touch in our 
daily experience. God comes silently and discreetly, without 
imposing on our freedom. Thus, it can happen that his voice is 

drowned out by the many worries and concerns that fill our minds 
and hearts. We need, then, to learn how to listen carefully to his 
word and the story of his life, but also to be attentive to the 
details of our own daily lives, in order to learn how to view things 
with the eyes of faith and to keep ourselves open to the surprises 
of the Spirit. We will never discover the special, personal calling 
that God has in mind for us if we remain enclosed in ourselves, in 
our usual way of doing things, in the apathy of those who fritter 
away their lives in their own little world. We would lose the 
chance to dream big and to play our part in the unique and 
original story that God wants to write with us. Each of us can 
discover his or her own vocation only through spiritual 
discernment. This is “a process by which a person makes 
fundamental choices, in dialogue with the Lord and listening to the 
voice of the Spirit, starting with the choice of one’s state in life.” 

Discernment:  Thus we come to discover that the Christian 
vocation always has a prophetic dimension. The Scriptures tell us 
that the prophets were sent to the people in situations of great 
material insecurity and of spiritual and moral crisis, in order to 
address in God’s name a message of conversion, hope and 
consolation. Like a whirlwind, the prophet unsettles the false 
tranquility of consciences that have forgotten the word of the 
Lord. He discerns events in the light of God’s promise and enables 
people to glimpse the signs of dawn amid the dark shadows of 
history. Today too, we have great need of discernment and of 
prophecy. We have to resist the temptations of ideology and 
negativity, and to discover, in our relationship with the Lord, the 
places, the means and situations through which he calls us. Every 
Christian ought to grow in the ability to “read within” his or her 
life, and to understand where and to what he or she is being 
called by the Lord, in order to carry on his mission. 

Living:  Lastly, Jesus announces the newness of the present hour, 
which will enthuse many and harden the heart of others. The 
fullness of time has come, and he is the Messiah proclaimed by 
Isaiah and anointed to liberate prisoners, to restore sight to the 
blind and to proclaim the merciful love of God to every creature. 
Indeed, Jesus says that “today this Scripture has been fulfilled in 
your hearing” (Lk 4:21).  The joy of the Gospel, which makes us 
open to encountering God and our brothers and sisters, does not 
abide our slowness and our sloth. It will not fill our hearts if we 
keep standing by the window with the excuse of waiting for the 
right time, without accepting this very day the risk of making a 
decision. Vocation is today! The Christian mission is now! Each 
one of us is called – whether to the lay life in marriage, to the 
priestly life in the ordained ministry, or to a life of special 
consecration – in order to become a witness of the Lord, here and 
now 

Today the Lord continues to call people to follow him. We should 
not wait to be perfect in order to respond with our generous 
“yes”, nor be fearful of our limitations and sins, but instead open 
our hearts to the voice of the Lord. To listen to that voice, to 
discern our personal mission in the Church and the world, and at 
last to live it in the today that God gives us.                   FRANCIS 
 

World Day of Prayer For Vocations 
Today, April 22, is the 55th World Day of Prayer for Vocations. 
Its purpose is to publically fulfill the Lord's 
instruction to, "Pray the Lord of the harvest 
to send laborers into his harvest". It affirms 
the primacy of faith and grace in all that 
concerns vocations to the priesthood and to 
the consecrated life.  While appreciating all 
vocations, the Church concentrates its 
attention this day on vocations to the 
ordained ministries (priesthood and 
diaconate), to the Religious life in all its 
forms (male and female, contemplative and 
apostolic), to societies of apostolic life, 
to secular institutes in their diversity of 
services and membership, and to the missionary life, in the 
particular sense of mission "ad gentes". There are currently six 
vowed Piarist religious living and ministering here at St. Helena. 
 

ST. L BRONX,  
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Prayer for Vocations 
 

O God ,Who wills not the death of a sinner,  
but rather that he be converted and live , 

grant we beseech You, through the intercession of the          
Blessed Virgin Mary, St. Joseph, her spouse,                               

St. Joseph Calasanz, and all the saints,  
an increase of laborers for Your Church, 

fellow laborers, with Christ, 
to spend and consume themselves for souls. 

We ask this through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
Who lives and reigns with You, 
In the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

One God forever and ever.     AMEN. 
 

St. George - April 23 
Saint George stands out among other saints and legends because 
he is known and revered by both Muslims and Christians. It is 
uncertain when Saint George was born, but his death date is 
celebrated on April 23 303 A.D. The first piece of evidence of 
George's existence appeared within the Bibliotheca Hagiographica 
Graeca, and Pope Gelasius claimed George was one of the saints 
"whose names are justly reverenced among men, but whose 
actions are known only to God." 

George was born to a Gerontios and Polychronia, a Roman officer 
and a Greek native of Lydda. Both were Christians from noble 
families of the Anici and George (Georgios in the original Greek) 
was raised to follow their faith. When George was old enough, he 
was welcomed into Diocletian's army. By his late 20's, George 
became a Tribunus and served as an imperial guard for the 
Emperor at Nicomedia. 

On February 24, 303 A.D., Diocletian, who hated Christians, 
announced that every Christian serving in the army would be 
arrested and every other soldier should offer a sacrifice to the 
Roman gods. George refused to abide by the order and told 
Diocletian, who was angry but greatly valued his friendship with 
George's father. When George announced his beliefs before his 
peers, Diocletian was unable to keep the news to himself. 

In an effort to save George, Diocletian attempted to convert him 
to believe in the Roman gods, offered him land, money, and 
slaves in exchange for offering a sacrifice to the Roman gods, and 
made several other offers that George refused. 

Finally, after exhausting all other options, Diocletian ordered 
George's execution. In preparation for his death, George gave his 
money to the poor and was sent for several torture sessions. He 
was lacerated on a wheel of swords and required resuscitation 
three times, but George did not turn from God. On April 23, 303, 
George was decapitated before Nicomedia's outer wall. His body 
was sent to Lydda for burial, and other Christians went to honor 
George as a martyr. 

 
Saint George and the Dragon 
There are several stories about George fighting dragons, but in 
the Western version, a dragon or crocodile made its nest at a 
spring that provided water to Silene, believed to be modern-day 
Lycrene in Libya. The people were unable to collect water and so 
attempted to remove the dragon from its nest on several 
occasions. It would temporarily leave its nest when they offered it 
a sheep each day until the sheep disappeared and the people 
were distraught. This was when they decided that a maiden would 
be just as effective as sending a sheep. The townspeople chose 
the victim by drawing straws. This continued until one day the 
princess' straw was drawn. The monarch 
begged for her to be spared but the people 
would not have it. She was offered to the 
dragon, but before she could be devoured, 
George appeared. He faced the dragon, 
protected himself with the sign of the 
Cross, and slew the dragon. After saving 
the town, the citizens abandoned their 
paganism and were all converted to 
Christianity.  In another legend, St. George 
killed the dragon near the sea in Beirut, 
thus St. George Bay was named in his 
honor. 

St. Mark - April 25 
This is the year of St. Mark who was a companion of St. Paul, the 
secretary of St. Peter, the author of the second Synoptic Gospel, 
and the founder of the Church in Alexandria, Egypt, the seat of 
Catholic scholarship and the place where St. Mark was 
martyred. Data on his life found in the New Testament is 
fragmentary. One unquestionably reliable piece of information is in 
Philemon 24, where a certain Mark is mentioned as being one of 
St. Paul’s fellow workers who sent greetings from Rome to the 
Christians of Colossae (near modern Denizli, Tur.).  Mark was St. 
Barnabas’ cousin as recorded in Colossians 4:10. 

Except for being referred to as John in Acts, elsewhere in the New 
Testament, he is consistently called by his Latin surname Mark. 
According to Acts, his mother Mary’s house in Jerusalem was a 
center of Christian life, and he accompanied Barnabas and Paul to 
Antioch, now Antakya, Tur., where he became their assistant on a 
mission journey. When they arrived at Perga (near modern 
İhsaniye, Tur.), Mark left them and returned to Jerusalem. Mark’s 
leaving caused Barnabas and Paul to separate, for Paul declined 
Barnabas’ insistence on giving Mark another chance. 
Subsequently, Mark sailed to Cyprus with Barnabas, never to be 
mentioned again in Acts. A close relationship between Mark and 
St. Peter is suggested by the greetings from “my son Mark” in 1 
Peter 5:13; furthermore, the  Apostolic Father Papias of Hierapolis 
says that Mark’s treatise (presumably the Gospel) was based on 
Peter’s teaching about Jesus. Later tradition assumes that Mark 
was one of the 72 disciples appointed by 
Jesus (Luke 10:1) and identifies him with 
the young man fleeing naked at Jesus’ 
arrest. The Egyptian church claims Mark as 
its founder, and, from the 4th century AD, 
the see of Alexandria has been called 
cathedra Marci (“the chair of Mark”). Other 
places attributing their origin to Mark are 
the Italian cities of Aquileia and Venice, of 
which he is the patron saint. His symbol is 
the lion.  In the Gospel of Mark, Mark 
describes St. John the Baptist’s voice 
(which witnesses said sounded like a 
roaring lion) crying out in the wilderness to 
prepare the way for Jesus' ministry, and 
Mark himself helped deliver the Gospel 
message to people with boldness, like a lion. 

 

NYC-Born Barbara Bush Dies Tuesday 
Barbara Pierce Bush, the fiercely loyal wife of one U.S. president 
and mother of another who was a champion of literacy and an 
admired public figure in her own right, died Tuesday at her west 
Houston home. She was 92. Her husband, former President 
George Herbert Walker Bush (93), was at her side. Relatives said 
she died of complications from congestive heart disease and 
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, or COPD.  

Barbara Pierce was born June 8, 1925, to Pauline and Marvin 
Pierce in New York City. She grew up with three siblings in 
nearby Rye, N.Y. Her father was a publishing executive who 
became president of McCall Corp. Bush possessed a no-nonsense 
style that pulled no punches and told it like it was — graciously. 
The Texas matriarch was a strong, steadfast partner in her 
husband’s political life, privately offering her own opinions while 
standing dutifully by his side. The couple exemplified a certain 
Texas grace, showing politeness, kindness and respect with a 
steady sense of humor. They ushered in an era of political 
prominence for the state and their family that would span 
decades, drawing both ire and praise. An old-line Republican who 
hewed to a more civil time, Bush played the obliging spouse over 
73 years of marriage to the man she met at age 16. With a string 
of pearls around her neck and her white hair elegantly coiffed, she 
accompanied him on frequent outings to the theater and to cheer 
on the Astros. The two could often be spotted dining out in 
Houston or among the pews at St. Martin’s Episcopal Church. 

Her enduring passion, however, was helping children learn to 
read - and giving their families the tools to help. She supported 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  
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literacy both during her time in the White House and after her 
husband's presidency ended in January 1993. She championed 
the National Literacy Act, which was signed into law in 1991, 
drawing widespread attention to the cause. A namesake national 
foundation, which she launched, and a local one continued to 
further this work. The first lady believed everyone should have 
an equal opportunity to succeed in life — something that would 
not be possible without the ability to read and write. Bush's son 
Neil, who started the local foundation with his wife in 2013, had 
dyslexia. She was an avid reader herself, listening more recently 
to audio books. “She has lived a life of service to others,” Neil 
said. "She has used her stature across our country to get more 
people behind the literacy cause and to roll up their sleeves and 
make a difference." 
 
 

Next weekend, we will take up the Collection for the Church in 
Central and Eastern Europe. This collection supports the Church 
in over 25 countries that are still struggling to recover in the 
aftermath of communist rule. Funds from this collection support 
pastoral care, catechesis, building renovations, and seminary 
formation. Your support restores the Church and builds the future 
in this region. Please prayerfully consider how you can support 
the collection next week. More information can be found at: 
www.usccb.org/ccee.  
 
 

Thank You to all the volunteers who made the Gela Concert 
such a success.  It is so beautiful to see everyone working 
together for the common good of our Church. Over 350 people 
attended the concert and enjoyed listening to her music and her 
message.  It took a lot of effort to make such a big event a 
success, and again we thank everyone who helped.  
 

Sr. Glenda, an International Catholic singer, will perform live 
here at St. Helena on Friday, May 11 at 7PM. Tickets are $20 
and are available at the rectory. 
 

Thank You to the English Prayer Group and to everyone who 
made the Prayer and Praise Luncheon a great success. 
International Charismatic Preacher Msgr. Theophilus Joseph 
gave a lively homily at the 12:15PM Mass yesterday and then a 
powerful talk on Love at the luncheon.  This was the third 
community event sponsored by the newly formed English Prayer 
Group, which meets every Sat. at 1PM in the Green Building. 
 
 

 PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

 50/50-Remember, it only costs $5.00 to enter. The next 
winner will be picked next Monday, April 30. You cannot 
win unless you enter. Special pink envelopes are available at 
the two Church entrances or in your envelope packet. 

 RELIGIOUS ED CLASSES meet every Wednesday at 
3:45PM in the Church. 

 FIRST PENANCE will take place on Wed., April 25 at 
4PM in the church.  

 ENGLISH CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP  meets 
every Saturday at 1PM, following the 12:15PM Mass, in the 
Green Building.  

 STUDY THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES-Join us in the 
Green Building today Sunday, April 22., at 11:30AM, and 
then on Tuesday, April 24, at both 1PM and 7:30PM. 

 ROSARY every Wednesday in the church after  the   
12:15PM Mass and every Friday in Spanish at 7PM in 
the rectory meeting room. 

 BOY SCOUTS, every Wednesday at 6:30PM in the cafeteria.  

 YOUTH GROUP every Friday from 7-8:30PM in the 
gym.  

 2019 MASS BOOK-Come in now if you want very specific 
Mass dates and times. 

 RELIGIOUS ARTICLES ROOM is open every Sunday 
from 8AM-1:30PM. We are expanding the room. Do you 
have any religious articles or handicraft you wish to donate to 
the church? If so, bring them to the rectory.  

 NEXT BAPTISM PREP CLASS will be held on 
Thursday, April 26 at 7PM. Arrangements must be made 
at the Rectory for the Baptismal Class. Please br ing a 
copy of the child’s birth certificate as well as either a letter 
of suitability for the godparents from their local pastor or a 
copy of the godparent’s Confirmation Certificate, and if a 
godparent is married, bring a copy of their Catholic Marriage 
Certificate. These must all be brought to the class. 

 COMMUNITY SAFETY SUMMIT MEETING-Come 
and ask members of the NYPD and Parkchester Security 
questions and express your concerns about police or safety 
issues of importance to you The meeting will take place in 
the gymnasium on Wednesday, April 25 from 6:30-7:30PM. 

 SPECIAL WEDDING CELEBRATIONS-Are you 

celebrating a special wedding anniversary, such as the 20th, 

25th, 30th, 35th, 40th, etc.  St. Helena will recognize all 
couples celebrating these milestone anniversaries at a special 

Mass on Sunday, May 27 in English at the 10:30AM Family 
Mass and in Spansh at the NOON Mass.  We will give a 

special certificate, but we need to know which anniversary 
you are celebrating, so call the rectory at  718-892-3233 and 

give us your name and the date you were married. 

 50th WEDDING ANNIVERSARY-Couples celebrating 

their 50th Wedding Anniversary anytime during 2018 are 

invited to attend the Golden Wedding Jubilee Mass with 
Cardinal Dolan at the Cathedral of St. Patrick, Sunday, June 3 

at 2:15 pm. Pre-registration is required. Please contact the 
rectory for registration. The closing date to register for the 
Mass is Monday, May 14, 2018.  

 PARISH CARNIVAL RAFFLE PRIZES NEEDED-We 

need large raffle prizes for our upcoming Parish Carnival. If 
you received a gift card or a gift which you do not wish to 

use, please consider donating to   St. Helena’s as a prize for 
our upcoming Parish Carnival June 28-July 1. Monetary 
donations always welcome, of course. All donations are tax 

deductible. You will receive a letter acknowledging your 
donation. This is our biggest fundraiser of the year. 

 MUSICIANS AND PIANO NEEDED-We are in need of a 

good used (or new) piano for the church. We are also in need 
of a musician to play at the 5PM Sunday night Mass.  If you 

can help us in either way, please contact the rectory.  

 PARISH DIRECTORY-You asked for it, and we aim to 

please.  We are now compiling an official St. Helena School 
and Parish Directory, especially since our school is parish-
based.  The directory will be available either on line or in 

print format. You will have the option of uploading your own 
family photo or submitting one to us, and we will upload 

 

OFFERING ENVELOPES 
Sunday, April 15                                           $5,604.67 

 

Our weekly budget, (Nuestro presupuesto semanal es) $4,423.00 
We must update our cooling systems. Thank you all for your 

generosity and support and for all that you do for St. Helena’s. We 
thank you for your generosity.  

 

HAVE A BLESSED EASTER SEASON 

Gracias a todos por su generosidad y por todo lo que hacen por esta 
Iglesia de St. Helena. Nosotros estamos haciendo reparaciones 

en la escuela y la iglesia; por favor, considere aumentar su oferta 
para ayudar y apoya estas mejoras.   



it.  You will also have the ability to update your photo as 
your family changes. We will provide you with more info 

soon about this exciting new Instant Church Directory.    

 ST. HELENA’S ON THE WEB-In this day and age of The 
Internet, you can always see what is happening here at St. 
Helena’s. For current information, visit our Parish Website 
at: www.churchofsthelena.com or our School Website at: 
www.sthelenaelementary.com for  all the latest 
information.  Also, look for us and like us on Facebook.  Our 
Parish is St. Helena Catholic Church and our School is        
St. Helena School.  Our School alumni are at:  St. Helena’s 
grammar school alumni, and our high school alumni are 
at:  St. Helena High School, Bronx, NY .  

 AA BIG BOOK STUDY meets every Sat., 7-8:30PM in 
the green building. New members are always welcome. 

 CO-DEPENDENTS ANNONYMOUS (CODA) meets 
every Monday from 7-8:30PM in the rectory meeting room. 

 DOMESTIC VIOLENCE?  Call 1-800-621-HOPE  

 ARE YOU LOOKING TO RENT YOUR HOUSE, 
APARTMENT, OR CONDO?  An active, mature 
parishioner is looking to rent a two-bedroom unit in the 
Parkchester area.  If you have one, please call the rectory at 
718-892-3233.  

 

SCHOOL NEWS 
 TITLE ONE SCHOOL PLAY will take place at 9AM on 

Tuesday, April 24 in the gymnasium.  
 BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION are still needed to help 

support our School.  We only need the 
special square labels. You can drop 
them in the collection basket or bring 
them to either the rectory or the school 
office.  For a list of participating 
products, go to BTFE.com . 

 
 

 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 MANY VOCATIONS COMING FROM 

HOMESCHOOLERS-According to the Center for Applied 
Research in the Apostolate, 8% of US seminarians were 
educated at home. 

 MEXICAN PRIEST MURDERED IN HIS OFFICE-   
Fr. Rubén Alcántara Díaz, 50, judicial vicar of the diocese of 
Izcalli, in the municipality of Cuautitlán (Mexico), was 
murdered on Wed., April 18, with a knife, just before the 
7pm Mass that he had to celebrate in the church of Nuestra 
Señora del Carmen, in the district of Cumbria. The church 
secretary heard the priest arguing with a man. The priest was 
found dead on the floor while the alleged assailant had fled. 

 NO INTERCOMMUNION-The Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith (CDF) has rejected a policy approved 
by the German bishops’ conference, which would have 
allowed Protestant spouses of Catholics to receive 
Communion in some cases.  

 ASIAN AMERICAN & PACIFIC ISLANDER 
HERITAGE DAY on Wednesday, May 2 from 5:30-8PM 
at DC 37, 125 Barclay St., Rm 1, NYC.  RSVP at             
212-669-4466.  If you need language translation services, 
call 212-669-4315.  

 JOIN NYC CERT-April is National Volunteer Month and a 
great time to take the opportunity to help your neighborhood 
before, during, and after an emergency. The New York City 
Community Emergency Response Teams (NYC CERT) are 
groups of dedicated volunteers who help to prepare their 
neighbors and communities for different types of disasters, 
and are looking for new members to join! If you’re interested 

in becoming part of the NYC CERT program, visit 
NYC.gov/cert to sign up for training. The next training cycle 
begins in May. NYC CERT is a public program and training 
is available to all City residents, as well as those who work 
in New York City. To become a CERT member, you must: 
Be 18 years of age or older; live or work in New York City; 
and pass an NYC Emergency Management background 
check. 

 DEMAND FOR EXORCISMS ON THE RISE-At a 
Vatican training session for exorcists, participating priests 
from 50 countries learned that demands for exorcisms have 
been rising rapidly around the world. Albanian Cardinal 
Ernest Simoni reported that some priests have tried to satisfy 
the demand by offering prayers over the phone for the relief 
of afflicted individuals. 

 AMERICAN DIABETES ASSOCIATION Safe at School 
workshops for parent of children with Diabetes.  Thursday, 
April 26 and May 3 at the St. James Recreation Center , 
2530 Jerome Avenue, Bronx from 6-7:30PM. 

 ATTENTION STUDENTS-Summer Employment-The 
American Turner Club is looking for lifeguards. Call Ida or 
Pat @ 718-829-4200. 748 Clarence Avenue, Bx, NY 10465 

 CARDINAL HAYES HIGH SCHOOL presents the 
musical “In The Heights” on the following days: Friday and 
Saturday, April 27 and 28 @ 8PM, and Sunday, April 29 
@ 2PM.  Tickets are $10. For  ticket information, contact 
Mrs. Aquino: 718-292-6100 x112. 

 13th ANNUAL DIVINE MERCY CONFERENCE at 
Cardinal Spellman HS on April 28 from 9AM-5:30PM. 
Featured speaker, Christopher West. Registration $60. Call 
800-462-7426 for more information. 

 FREE RAIN BARREL GIVE-A-WAY on Sat., May 5 at 
the Greek American Institute Parking Lot, 3573 Bruckner 
Blvd from 8AM-Noon, on Saturday, May 12 at Loretto 
Park, Morris Park Ave, Noon-2PM, or  on Saturday June 2 
at the Piagentini & Jones Campus, 650 Hollywood Ave, 
Noon-2PM. For  May 5, RSVP to 718-892-2235; for       
May 12 and June 2, RSVP to 718-931-1721.  

 BRONX CONCERT SINGERS 37TH ANNUAL 
SPRING CONCERT, May 6 at 4;30PM at St. Paul's 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 1891 McGraw Avenue. Gen. 
Admission is $20/2 for $35; children through high school is 
$5. Call 917-743-4641.  Flyers are in the vestibule. 

 HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGE with Msgr . Graham on 
July 16-26. The cost is about $3,800, which includes air , 
most meals, and hotels. For more info, call 718-792-5500. 

 WORLD YOUTH DAY IN PANAMA-Registration is 
open for the World Youth Day celebration that will be held 
in Panama in January 2019. There is an 8-Day Pilgr image, 
January 21-28, 2019-$3200 all inclusive and a 5-day 
Pilgrimage, January 24-28, 2019-$2425 all inclusive. 
Participants attending World Youth Day with the 
Archdiocese of New York must be between the ages of 18 
and 35, as recommended by the USCCB. There is no age 
limit for group leaders/priests. Rooms are limited. For more 
info or to sign up, contact: MaryElise.Zellmer@archny.org 

 POPE INSTITUTES FEAST OF OUR LADY, 
MOTHER OF CHURCH-The liturgical memorial of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church—currently 
celebrated in Poland and Argentina—has been extended to 
the universal Church and will be celebrated on the day after 
Pentecost Sunday. Cardinal Robert Sarah, prefect of the 
Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the 
Sacraments, said that  the new feast emphasizes “the 
importance of the mystery of Mary’s spiritual motherhood, 
which from the awaiting of the Spirit at Pentecost has never 
ceased to take motherly care of the pilgrim Church on earth.”  

http://www.churchofsthelena.com
http://www.sthelenaelementary.com
http://nyc.gov/cert
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vaticannews.va%2Fen%2Fpope%2Fnews%2F2018-03%2Fpope-institutes-new-celebration-of-mary--mother-of-church.html&data=02%7C01%7C%7C9110dd43b2e340928b6008d582ecfd3a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaa
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vaticannews.va%2Fen%2Fpope%2Fnews%2F2018-03%2Fpope-institutes-new-celebration-of-mary--mother-of-church.html&data=02%7C01%7C%7C9110dd43b2e340928b6008d582ecfd3a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaa


 MAKE DISCIPLES EFFECTIVELY, EFFICIENTLY, 
AND AFFORDABLY-Ascension Press wants to make your 
Bible Study experience as easy and low-cost as possible. Our 
small-group digital platform does just this. With our digital 
delivery platform, parishes and groups no longer have to 
purchase DVDs to run studies. AND, everyone can get 
digital access to all 45 of our learning systems–with no 
monthly fee or extra cost. The first sessions are free for those 
already on the digital platform.  Call 800-376-0520 for info. 

 GET PAID up to $70,000 to care for  your  family and 
friends through the CDPAP Program.  Se habla espanol. 
Bronx office:  1878 Cross Bronx Expressway. Visit us at: 
www.housecallshc.org or  call 212-671-1299. House Calls 
Home Care is a licensed home care agency certified to 
provide Home Care services in Brooklyn, Bronx, Manhattan, 
Staten Island, Queens and Westchester County.  

 MARRIAGE SAVEHOUSE-is a free parish based ministry 
helping spouses resolve problems that threaten a marriage… 
using a team of married couples. Sessions are every 3rd 
Saturday morning at St. Benedict’s convent, 1082 Edison 
Avenue. Completely confidential! Call 718-828-3403 ext. 
107, for an appointment. 

 CABRINI CARE TO GO-High quality and compassionate 
care is now available in the privacy of your own home 
through Cabrini Certified Home Health Agency.  If you or a 
loved one are in need of rehabilitation or skilled nursing 
care, call 914-693-6800 X 550.  

 NOTIFY NYC APP-New York City residents, families, and 
commuters can stay informed in more ways than ever before 
with Notify NYC’s new mobile application, which provides 
information about emergency events and important City 
services, based on your location. Anyone can sign up and 
customize the alerts they would like to receive by 
downloading the Notify NYC app for their Apple or Android 
device (visit NYC.gov/notifynycapp, visiting NYC.gov/
notifynyc, calling 311 or 212-639-9675 for Video Relay 
Service, or TTY: 212-504-4115), or following @NotifyNYC 
on Twitter. 

 RAIN Home Attendant Services-718-829-2131. 
 

ANUNCIOS EN ESPAÑOL 
 AGRADECEMOS A TODOS LOS VOLUNTARIOS que 

hicieron posible la exitosa realización del Concierto de Gela 
el lunes 6 de abril. Sabemos que ese tipo de trabajo requiere 
de trabajo y esfuerzo, gracias a quienes colaboraron. Es 
maravilloso ver a los miembros de nuestra Iglesia trabajando 
juntos por el bien común de la comunidad. Más de 350 
personas vinieron al concierto y disfrutaron escuchando el 
mensaje y la música de Gela. 

 RECUERDEN, LA HERMANA GLENDA estará en 
Sant Helena el viernes 11 de mayo a las 7 pm. Los tickets 
tienen un valor de $20 y estarán disponibles en la rectoría.  

 CLASES EDUCACION RELIGIOSA (CCD): Cada 

miércoles de 3.45 pm a 5 pm. La última clase será el 16 de 

mayo. 

 PRIMERA CONFESION: Tendrá lugar  el miércoles 25 
de abril a las 4 pm en la Iglesia.  

 CLASES DE PREPARACION PARA EL BAUTISMO: 
Las clases se realizan cada segundo y cuarto jueves de mes a 
las 7 pm. Las próximas clases serán los jueves 26 de abril y 
el 10 de mayo a las 7 pm. NOTA IMPORTANTE: Se debe 
traer copia del certificado de nacimiento del niño. SOBRE 
LOS PADRINOS DE BAUTISMO: si los padrinos son 
pareja, deben estar casados por la Iglesia y traer el 
certificado de matrimonio de la iglesia donde se casaron. 
La otra posibilidad es que una o dos personas que tengan al 
menos 16 años y hayan recibido el Sacramento de la 
Confirmación acepten ser los padrinos. Esta o estas personas 
deben traer el Certificado de Confirmación y/o una carta del 
pastor de la Iglesia a la que pertenecen, donde se certifique 
que puede ser padrino ó madrina de Bautismo. 

 SEGUNDA COLECTA DEL DOMINGO 29 DE ABRIL: 
Para la Iglesia del Centro y Este de Europa que todavía se 
recupera del desastre dejado por el comunismo.  

 LIBRO DE MISAS DEL 2019: Reserve desde ahora las 
misas en las fechas específicas que desee.  

 REUNION CON EL NYPD PARA LA SEGURIDAD DE 
LA COMUNIDAD: Ven a conversar  con los miembros de 
NYPD. Es la oportunidad de hacer preguntas y dar 

sugerencias. La comunidad debe estar involucrada en su 
propia seguridad. La policía de NY trabaja con 
nosotros y para nosotros. Colaboremos! Gimnasio: 
Abril 25 de 6.30 a 7.30 pm.  

 CELEBRACION ESPECIAL DE ANIVERSARIO 
MATRIMONIAL: Si celebra 20, 25, 30, 35, 40, 45, 50 o 
más años de matrimonio, deseamos hacer una celebración 
especial para usted. Se les dará un certificado especial y se 
les bendecirá en la misa de 12 m. Por favor, llame con 
anticipación a la rectoría (718 892 3233) y nos da su nombre 
y la fecha en la cual se casaron, para preparar el certificado 
adecuado para usted.  

 DIRECTORIO DE LA PARROQUIA: Se está 
elaborando el directorio tanto de la escuela como de la 
parroquia. Estará disponible tanto online como impreso. 
Usted tiene la posibilidad de subir a la edición online o traer 
a la parroquia la foto de su familia. También tiene la 
posibilidad de de actualizar la foto en la medida que la 
familia se transforma. En la rectoría se dará más información 
acerca de este nuevo proyecto.  

 PREMIOS PARA LAS RIFAS DEL CARNAVAL: Se 
necesitan donantes de buenos regalos para el próximo 
festival. Todas las donaciones tienen deducción de 
impuestos.  

 

 

ACTIVIDADES EN ESPAÑOL 

LUNES  7 - 9pm Grupo Carismático de Oración. Misa cada  
                   primer lunes 
MARTES     7.30 - 9pm Clase “Mariología” 
MIERCOLES  7 - 9pm Coronilla de la Divina Misericordia,  
                   Adoración, Eucaristía 
VIERNES     7 - 8pm Legión de María. Rosario y reunión. 
         7 - 8.30pm  Grupo Juvenil. Edades 12-18. 7-8.30pm   
         7.30 - 9 pmJECAFA. J esús, Calasanz y la Familia.  
        Grupo de reflexión. Segundos y cuartos viernes. Edificio verde. 
 

Please Pray for the Sick of Our Parish 
Joanne Frances Bernadette Sanabria, Carmelle and Nicole Antoine,         

Indrowdi Sadu, Rosa Pena,  Luzvina Vega, Michelle Vega,                
Jose Rosario, Augustine Ayala, Florence Churchill, David Sheehan, 

Joyce Hoyt, Heyllie Cardona, Genil Alcantara, Maria Barro,            
Erica Vargas, Vayron Orellana, Teresa Orellana, Khether Raby, 
Caroline Caper, Chaya Jonathan, Leah Rodriguez,  Alen George,    

Phillip Williams, Bertha Mero, Marie Lopez, Pat Callaghan 
 

Please Pray for the Deceased and their Grieving Families:   
Carlos Morales, Cecilia Leon, Emma Perez Rodriguez,                              

Rev. Antimo Fiorillo, Gladys Ponce Santiago, Carmen Gonzalez,          
David Rosario, Aida Bruno, Ernest Lanzot, Placida Lopez,                 

Antonio Santiago, Claude Attindehou, Rafael Capo, Eleanor McInerny, 
Lucy Cannavacciuolo, Magaly Martinez, Mario Zirau, Manuela Perez, 

Charles Patti, Gamalier Velazquez, Maria Baez, Lydia Cora,                   
Msgr. Neil Graham  

http://www.housecallshc.org
http://nyc.gov/notifynycapp
http://nyc.gov/notifynyc
http://nyc.gov/notifynyc


LA PALABRA NOS DIC 
Hola queridos hermanos y hermanas. Jesús está vivo! Seguimos 
admirando desde la profundidad de las Sagradas Escrituras el 
misterio del Dios de la vida. “Porque tanto amó Dios al mundo 
que dio a su Hijo Unigénito, para que todo el que cree en Él no se 
pierda, sino que tenga vida eterna.” Durante estos días de Pascua, 
en camino hacia Pentecostés, se nos ha recordado una palabra 
muy importante: Kerigma. Qué es el kerigma? Es anuncio, 
proclamación. Eso es lo que la Iglesia ha venido haciendo desde 
hace veintiún siglos, proclamando la Buena Noticia de Jesucristo.  

 

Cuando Jesús aparece a sus discípulos por primera vez les 
recuerda que en Él se tenia que cumplir todo lo escrito en la ley 
de Moisés, en los profetas y en los salmos. Y abriéndoles la 
inteligencia para que comprendieran la Escritura, añadió: “Está 
escrito que el Mesías tenía que padecer y resucitar de entre los 
muertos al tercer día, que en su nombre se predicaría penitencia 
y perdón de pecados a todas las naciones, empezado por 
Jerusalén” (Lc 24, 44-47). He allí la clave de todas las 
enseñanzas y de todas las acciones realizadas por Jesús mientras 
estuvo con nosotros y de todas las enseñanzas y celebraciones 
realizadas por la Iglesia desde la aparición de Jesús Resucitado a 
los discípulos.  
 

El kerigma es el mensaje que Jesús les dió a los discípulos y que 
cada discípulo es llamado a dar a otros que aún no conocen su luz 
y todo su plan con nosotros: el perdón de los pecados y la 
salvación eterna. La acción del Espíritu en los discípulos es lo 
que les da fortaleza para salir a predicar el kerigma. Hemos visto 
a Pedro -el mismo que unos días antes había negado al Señor- 
hablando con potencia y seguridad sobre el Dios de Abraham, 
Isaac y Jacob. Les ha recordado que todo lo que hicieron con el 
Mesías fue por pura ignorancia de ellos -cómo se habrán sentido 
las autoridades al escuchar aquello- y que el próximo paso es el 
del arrepentimiento por los pecados cometidos y la conversión. 
Además, deja en claro algo: él y los otros discípulos son testigos 
de todo lo ocurrido, lo cual los hace, por un lado, salvaguarda del 
tesoro de la vida y las enseñanzas de Cristo y, por el otro lado, 
hombres y mujeres llamados a una transformación radical de 
vida.  
 

También hemos visto esta semana a Esteban, el otro discípulo 
que predica el kerigma, quien recuerda a las autoridades que ellos 
mataron al Hijo del Padre y por ello lo matan. La entrega que 
hace Esteban de su vida es una réplica de la forma en que Jesús 
lo hizo: perdonando a sus asesinos. También hemos visto la 
transformación de Felipe, quien nos recuerda que el mensaje de 
Jesús causa liberación, o sea, que el mal se vaya; causa sanación, 
o sea, que el bien regrese y causa también alegría en la 
comunidad de los testigos. Y cuál es la razón de toda esta 
predicación? Cumplir la voluntad del Padre. Y cuál es la voluntad 
del Padre? Que todo el que “vea” al Hijo crea en Él, para que 
tenga vida eterna siendo resucitado en el último día. 
 

Los apóstoles fueron testigos porque vivieron la experiencia de 
Jesús en primera persona, pero de allí en adelante esa misma 
experiencia es posible ser vivida por medio de la fe, el inmenso 
regalo de la fe, que lo único que espera es la respuesta de cada 
persona. Todos somos llamados a vivir la experiencia de los 
apóstoles y por medio de los ojos de la fe “ver” al resucitado en 
nuestra vida. Que esta experiencia maravillosa de amor y perdón 
siga siendo el motor que mueve nuestra vida. Bendiciones. P. Nelson 

   
 

   Mass Intentions 

SUNDAY, April 22, 2018-Fourth Sunday of Easter  
   7:30    Lucy Cannavacciuolo  
 9:00 Katherine and John Ford 
 10:30 The Deceased Members of the Cruz Family;  
  Maria Vargas 
 12:00 Juana del Carmen Rodriguez;   Mark Anthony Pedilla, 
  Francisco Lopez, Vincenti Perez and Carlos V. Perez; 
  Ana Luisa Perez 
 1:30 Anne Marie Lawson 
 5:00  Rey Ruiz  
MONDAY, April 23, 2018–Sts. George and Adalbert 
        6:50 In Thanksgiving for Favors 
  8:30    Sr. Virginia Sebert, SSND 
       12:15 Brenda Van de Weghe Intentions 
TUESDAY, April 24, 2018-St. Fidelis of Sigmaringen 
 6:50     For the Health & Spiritual Needs of Scott Van de Weghe 
 8:30     Maureen Sullivan 
 12:15   Altagracia, Carmen, Manuel and Jose Capellan 
WEDNESDAY, April 25, 2018–St. Mark 
 6:50     Fedencio Robledo (3rd Anniversary)  
 8:30  Souls in Purgatory 
  For Divine Assistance and Protection 
  12:15 Jose Sanabria 
 7:00   Alejandro Rosario de Jesus;   Cecilia G. Leon and  
  Herminio Rodriquez (dec) For Divine Mercy;      
  Valentine Aviles;   Nury Medina & Julio Cesar Medina 
THURSDAY, April 26, 2018–St. Anacletus II 
 6:50 In Thanksgiving for Favors 
 8:30  In Thanksgiving for Favors 
 12:15 John McClafferty 
FRIDAY, April 27, 2018-St. Zita 
 6:50 Intentions for Alessandra Mia Savino to be Able to  
  Have and Continue to Enjoy a Close and Loving  
  Relationship With Her Paternal Grandmother 
 8:30 Joe Riordan 
 12:15 In Thanksgiving for Favors 
SATURDAY, April 28, 2018-St. Peter Chanel 
 6:50 In Thanksgiving for Favors 
 8:30     Florence Tronconi 
 12:15 Deceased Members of St. Helena’s Parish 
 5:30 Michael Novasky and Tatiana Martins Intentions and 
  For Granting U Visa Certification for Xavier Francis & 
  Meera Job;      Aurora Maldonado (Anniversary)  
SUNDAY, April 29, 2018-Fifth Sunday of Easter     
 7:30 Lucy Cannavacciuolo 
 9:00 Barbara Limardo Birthday Intentions 
 10:30 John Kissane 
 12:00 Dominga Perez, Nancy Dumas and Gladiz Perez;    
  Louis Perez, Sylvia Calzado and Manual Perez 
 1:30 Intentions for Alessandra Mia Savino to be Able to  
  Have and Continue to Enjoy a Close and Loving  
  Relationship With Her Paternal Grandmother 
 5:00  Alberto Brinz  
 

Readings for the Week of April 22, 2018 
Sunday: Acts 4:8-12/Ps 118:1, 8-9, 21-23, 26, 28, 29 [22]/1 Jn 3:1-
2/Jn 10:11-18; Monday: Acts 11:1-18/Ps 42:2-3; 43:3, 4 [cf. 3a]/Jn 
10:1-10; Tuesday: Acts 11:19-26/Ps 87:1b-3, 4-5, 6-7 [117:1a]/Jn 
10:22-30; Wednesday: 1 Pt 5:5b-14/Ps 89:2-3, 6-7, 16-17 [2]/Mk 
16:15-20; Thursday: Acts 13:13-25/Ps 89:2-3, 21-22, 25 and 27 [2]/
Jn 13:16-20; Friday: Acts 13:26-33/Ps 2:6-7, 8-9, 10-11ab [7bc]/Jn 
14:1-6; Saturday: Acts 13:44-52/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [3cd]/Jn 
14:7-14; Next Sunday: Acts 9:26-31/Ps 22:26-27, 28, 30, 31-32 
[26a]/1 Jn 3:18-24/Jn 15:1-8  


