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Before Mothers Day, the Church Celebrated 
Mothering Sunday 

Celebrations of mothers and motherhood can 
be traced back to the ancient Greeks and 
Romans, who held festivals in honor of the 
mother goddesses Rhea and Cybele, but the 
clearest modern precedent for Mother’s Day 
is the early Christian festival known as 
“Mothering Sunday,” which fell on Laetare 
Sunday, the fourth Sunday in Lent and was 
originally seen as a time when the faithful 
would return to their “mother church”—the 
main church in the vicinity of their home—for 
a special service. Mothering Sunday became 
a day when domestic servants were given a day off to visit their 
mother church, usually with their own mothers and other family 
members. It was often the only time those entire families could 
gather together since on other days they were prevented from 
doing so by conflicting working hours.  
 

Over time, the Mothering Sunday tradition shifted into a more 
secular holiday, and children would present their mothers with 
flowers and other tokens of appreciation. This custom eventually 
faded in popularity before merging with the American Mother’s 
Day in the 1930s. In 1868, Ann Jarvis of West Virginia organized 
“Mothers’ Friendship Day,” at which mothers gathered with former 
Union and Confederate soldiers to promote reconciliation. 
However, the American incarnation of  Mother’s Day was created 
by Ann’s daughter, Anna Jarvis in 1908, as a way of honoring the 
sacrifices mothers made for their children, and President Woodrow 
Wilson declared it an official U.S. holiday in 1914. Jarvis would 
later denounce the holiday’s commercialization and spent the 
latter part of her life trying to remove it from the calendar.  

And speaking of mothers... The youngest mother whose history is 
authenticated is Lina Medina, who delivered a 6½-pound boy by 
cesarean section in Lima, Peru in 1939, at an age of 5 years and 
7 months. The child was raised as her brother and only learned 
that Lina was his mother when he was 10. On April 9, 2003, 
Satyabhama Mahapatra, a 65-year-old retired schoolteacher in 
India, became the world's oldest documented mother when she 
gave birth to a baby boy. Bobbie McCaughey is the mother who 
holds the record for the most surviving children from a single birth. 
She gave birth to the first set of surviving septuplets - four boys 
and three girls -on November 19, 1997, at the University Hospital, 
Iowa. The highest officially recorded number of children born to 
one mother is 69, to the first wife of Feodor Vassilyev (1707-1782) 
of Shuya, Russia. Finally, August is the most popular month and 
Tuesday is the most popular day in which to have a baby. 

 
Ten Mothers in the Bible 
Ten mothers in the Bible played key roles in the coming of Jesus 
Christ. None of them was perfect, yet each showed strong faith in 
God. God, in turn, rewarded them for their confidence in him. 
These mothers lived in an age when women were often treated as 
second-class citizens, yet God appreciated their true worth, just as 
he does today. Motherhood is one of life's highest callings. These 
ten mothers in the Bible put their hope in the God of the 
Impossible, and how He proved that such hope is always well-
placed. 

Eve was the first woman and the first mother. Without a 
single role model or mentor, she paved the maternal way to 
become "Mother of All the Living." She and her mate Adam lived in 
Paradise, but they spoiled it by listening to Satan instead of God. 
Eve suffered terrible grief when her son Cain murdered his brother 
Abel, yet despite these tragedies, Eve went on to fulfill her part in 
God's plan of populating the Earth. 

Sarah was one of the most important women in the Bible. She 

was the wife of Abraham, which made her the mother of the nation 
of Israel. Yet Sarah was barren. She conceived through a miracle 

in spite of her old age. Sarah was a good wife, a loyal helper and 

builder with Abraham. Her faith serves as a shining example for 
every person who has to wait on God to act. 

Rebekah, like her mother-in-law Sarah, was barren. When her 

husband Isaac prayed for her, God opened Rebekah's womb and 
she conceived and gave birth to twin sons, Esau and Jacob. 

During an age when women were typically submissive, Rebekah 
was quite assertive. At times Rebekah took matters into her own 

hands. Sometimes that worked out, but it also resulted in 

disastrous consequences. 

Jochebed, the mother of Moses, is one of the under-

appreciated mothers in the Bible, yet she also showed tremendous 
faith in God. To avoid the mass slaughter of Hebrew boys, she set 

her baby adrift in the Nile River, hoping someone would find him 
and raise him. God so worked that her baby was found by 

Pharaoh's daughter. Jochebed even became her own son's nurse. 
God used Moses mightily, to free the Hebrew people from their 

400-year  bondage of slavery and take them to the Promised 
Land. Although little is written about Jochebed in the Bible, her 

story speaks powerfully to mothers of today 

Hannah's story is one of the most touching in the entire Bible. 
Like several other mothers in the Bible, she knew what it meant to 

suffer long years of barrenness. In Hannah's case, she was cruelly 
taunted by her husband's other wife. But Hannah never gave up 

on God. Finally, her heartfelt prayers were answered. She gave 
birth to a son, Samuel, then did something entirely selfless to 

honor her promise to God. God favored Hannah with five more 

children, bringing great blessing to her life. 

Naomi and her family fled to the country of Moab because of 
a famine in their land. Her husband died, and her two sons 
married Moabite women, Orpah and Ruth. After 10 years both of 
Naomi’s sons passed away, and Naomi heard that the LORD had 
blessed the land of her people with food again. She told her 
daughters-in-law that they could return home to find new 
husbands. Although they both wept at her leaving, Ruth refused to 
leave Naomi’s side. Orpah returned to her people and her gods, 
but Ruth remained, 

Ruth was already learning from Naomi ’s faith even during a 
time of bitterness. Naomi continued to watch out for Ruth and 
instruct her wisely in her dealings with Boaz, who became her 
kinsman redeemer. The LORD blessed Naomi, and she gained a 
son when Boaz married Ruth. Ruth and Boaz had a child named 
Obed, the father of Jesse, the father of David who would be king. 

Bathsheba was the object of King David's lust. David even 
arranged to have her husband Uriah the Hittite killed to get him out 

of the way. God was so displeased with David's actions that he 
struck dead the baby from that union. In spite of heartbreaking 

circumstances, Bathsheba remained loyal to David. Their next 
son, Solomon, was loved by God and grew up to become Israel's 

greatest king. From David's line would come to Jesus Christ, the 
Savior of the World. And Bathsheba would have the distinguished 

honor of being one of only five women listed in Messiah's 

ancestry. 

Elizabeth was married to a priest named Zechariah, and St. 

Luke tells us that both Elizabeth and Zechariah were righteous 
before God, observing all of His commands. She who was barren 

in her old age was another of the miracle mothers in the Bible. She 
conceived and gave birth to a son. She and her husband named 

him John, as an angel had instructed. Like Hannah before her, she 
dedicated her son to God, and like Hannah's son, he also became 

a great prophet, John the Baptist. Elizabeth's joy was complete 
when her relative Mary visited her, pregnant with the future Savior 

of the world. 

Mary was the most honored mother in the Bible, the human 
mother of Jesus, who saved the world from its sins. Although she 
was only a young, humble peasant, Mary accepted God's will for  
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her life. She suffered enormous shame and pain, yet never 
doubted her Son for a moment. Mary stands as highly favored by 
God, a shining example of obedience and submission to the 
Father's will. 
 

Our Lady of Fatima - May 13 
On May 13, 1917, Lucia dos Santos, 
Francisco, and Jacinta Marto were, 
respectively, ten, nine, and seven years old. 
The three children lived in Aljustrel, a hamlet 
of the township of Fatima. After three 
apparitions of the Angel of Portugal in 1916, 
the children began to receive visits of a 
luminous Lady who later identified herself as 
“The Lady of the Rosary.” For Catholics, “Our 
Lady of the Rosary” is the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, the Mother of God made man. 
 

The apparitions took place on a small 
property belonging to Lucia's parents called Cova da Iria, about a 
mile and a half from Fatima. The three seers were playing at Cova 
da Iria on May 13, 1917, when they saw two flashes like lightning, 
after which they saw the Mother of God above a holm oak. She 
was, according to the description of Lucia, "a Lady dressed in 
white, more brilliant than the sun…" Her face, indescribably 
beautiful, was "neither sad nor happy, but serious," with an air of 
mild reproach. Her hands, joined together as if she were praying, 
were resting at her breast and pointing upward. A rosary hung 
from her right hand. The seers were so close to Our Lady – about 
a yard and a half away – that they stood within the light that 
radiated from her.  
 

She spoke to them, and It was upon saying these last words, 'But 
the grace of God will be your comfort...' that for the first time she 
opened her hands, which emitted a most intense light. Then, 
driven by a deep inspiration, the children knelt down and repeated 
inwardly: 'O Most Holy Trinity, I adore Thee! My God, my God, I 
love Thee in the Most Blessed Sacrament.'” A moment later, Our 
Lady added, 'Pray the rosary every day to obtain peace for the 
world and the end of the war.' She immediately began to rise 
serenely toward the east until she disappeared far into the 
distance. The light that surrounded her was, so to speak, opening 
her way through the starry firmament.  
 

The Evil One has power in this world, as we see and experience 
continually; he has power because our freedom continually lets 
itself be led away from God. But since God himself took a human 
heart and has thus steered human freedom towards what is good, 
the freedom to choose evil no longer has the last word. From that 
time forth, the word that prevails is this: “In the world you will 
have tribulation, but take heart; I have overcome the world” (Jn 
16:33). The message of Fatima invites us to trust in this promise.  
 

St. Matthias - May 14 
Matthias was, according to the Acts of the Apostles, the apostle 
chosen to replace Judas Iscariot following Judas' betrayal of Jesus 
and his subsequent death. His calling as an apostle is unique, in 
that his appointment was not made personally by Jesus, who had 
already ascended into heaven, and it was also made before the 
descent of the Holy Spirit upon the early Church. 
 

There is no mention of a Matthias among the lists of disciples or 
followers of Jesus in the three synoptic gospels, but according to 
Acts, he had been with Jesus from his baptism by John until his 
Ascension. In the days following, Peter proposed that the 
assembled disciples, who numbered about one hundred-twenty, 
nominate two men to replace Judas. They chose Joseph called 
Barsabas and Matthias. Then they prayed and cast lots, and the 
lot fell to Matthias; so he was numbered with the eleven apostles. 
No further information about Matthias is to be found in the 
canonical New Testament. However, An extant Coptic  Acts of 
Andrew and Matthias, places his activity in "the city of the 
cannibals" in Ethiopia, where he was stoned to death. However, 
a marker placed in the ruins of the Roman fortress at Gonio 
(Apsaros) in the modern Georgian region of Adjara claims that 
Matthias is buried at that site. 
 
Pope St. John I - May 18 
St. John I was a native of Tuscany in Italy, and John was elected 
Pope while he was still an archdeacon upon the death of Pope 
Hormisdas in 523. At that time, the ruler of Italy was Theodoric 

the Goth who subscribed to the Arian brand of Christianity, but 
had tolerated and even favored his Catholic subjects during the 
early part of his reign. However, about the time of St. John's 
accession to the Papacy, Theodoric's policy underwent a drastic 
change as a result of two events: the treasonable (in the 
sovereign's view) correspondence between ranking members of 
the Roman Senate and Constantinople and the severe edict 
against heretics enacted by the emperor Justin I, who was the 
first Catholic on the Byzantine throne in fifty years. Spurred on by 
the appeals of Eastern Arians, Theodoric threatened to wage war 
against Justin but ultimately decided to negotiate with him 
through a delegation of five Bishops and four senators. At its 
head, he named Pope John - much against the latter's wishes. 
Little is known for certain about the nature of the message which 
the Pope bore and the manner in which he carried out his mission. 
What is known is that he succeeded in persuading the Emperor to 
mitigate his treatment of the Arians and thus avoid reprisals 
against the Catholics in Italy. The Pope's visit also brought about 
the reconciliation of the Western and Eastern Churches which had 
been plagued by a schism since 482 when Zeno's Henoticon had 
been published. However, Theodoric had been becoming more 
suspicious with each passing day. While waiting for the delegation 
to return, he ordered the execution of the philosopher Boethius 
and his father-in-law Symmachus on a charge of treason; and as 
he got word of the friendly relations between the Pope and the 
emperor, he concluded that they were plotting against him. 
Hence, on the delegation's return to the capital city of Ravenna, 
Pope John was imprisoned by order of Theodoric and died a short 
time later as a result of the treatment he experienced there. 

« Seigneur, aujourd’hui je te donne mes mains. » Le 
pape François et 1500 jeunes Macédoniens de diverses religions 
ont prié avec les mots de Mère Teresa, lors d’une rencontre au 
Centre pastoral de Skopje – ville natale de la sainte – ce 7 mai. 

Seigneur, veux-tu mes mains 
pour passer cette journée à aider les pauvres et les malades 
qui en ont besoin ? 
Seigneur, aujourd’hui je te donne mes mains. 
Seigneur, veux-tu mes pieds 
pour passer cette journée 
à visiter ceux qui ont besoin d’un ami ? 
Seigneur, aujourd’hui, je te donne mes pieds. 
Seigneur, veux-tu ma voix 
pour passer cette journée à parler à ceux 
qui ont besoin de paroles d’amour ? 
Seigneur, aujourd’hui je te donne ma voix. 
Seigneur, veux-tu mon cœur 
pour passer cette journée à aimer chaque homme seul, 
rien que parce qu’il est un homme ? 
Seigneur, aujourd’hui je Te donne mon cœur. 
 

Armed Forces Day on May 18-We will remember your loved 
ones serving in the military during all Masses today. Call the 
rectory with their name, rank, and branch of service. Many 
nations around the world observe some kind of Armed Forces 
Day to honor their military forces. It is celebrated in the United 
States as a day to appreciate all active duty service members. This 
day is not to be confused with Veterans Day or Memorial Day. In 
the United States, Armed Forces Day is celebrated on the third 
Saturday in May. It falls near the end of Armed Forces Week, 
which begins on the second Saturday of May and ends on the 
third Sunday of May. First observed on May 20, 1950, the day 
was created on August 31, 1949, to honor Americans serving in 
the five U.S. military branches following the consolidation of the 
military services in the U.S. Department of Defense. It was 
intended to replace the separate Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine 
Corps, and Coast Guard Days, but the separate days are still 
observed, especially within the respective services. 
 

RENEW AND REBUILD CAMPAIGN-Pledge cards for the 
Archdiocesan Renew and Rebuild Campaign, are at the two 
church entrances. Remember 74% of all donations to this 
campaign is returned to St. Helena’s for our projects. 

 FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
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2019 Cardinal’s Appeal Needs Your Support  
We request that you complete the pledge card you received last 
weekend or pledge online at www.cardinalsappeal.org.If you 
have not yet made your pledge to the Cardinal's Appeal, please 
make your commitment today. Remember you can pledge your 
gift now and make payments in the coming months.  Thank 
you to all of you who have already made your commitment - 
your generosity is appreciated. 
 
 

 

RENEWAL OF VOWS-Congratulations to Br. Orlando and  
Br. Jorge who renewed their four religious vows of poverty, 
chastity, obedience, and the education of youth this past Friday. 
They renew their vows annually until they profess Solemn vows.  

THE PRIESTLY ORDINATION of Deacon Ricardo David 
Rivera Ortiz, Sch.P. will take place on Friday, May 17 at 6:30PM 
at Annunciation Parish in Manhattan. Everyone is welcome to 
attend. Bishop Felix Lazaro, Sch.P., the Bishop Emeritas of 
Ponce, PR, is the ordaining bishop.  

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament takes place every 
Thursday from 9AM-12PM and on First Friday, from 1-7PM. 
 
 

 

Mothers Day Novena Cards in both English and Spanish are 
still available at the two church entrances. As a gift for your 
mother, whether living or deceased, you may want to enroll her 
in the prayers and Masses offered for her here at St. Helena. 

 

Next weekend, we will take up the Collection for the Church in 
Central and Eastern Europe. Funds from this collection support 
pastoral care, catechesis, building renovations, and seminary 
formation. Your support restores the Church and builds the future 
in this region. Please prayerfully consider how you can support 
the collection next week. More information can be found at: 
www.usccb.org/ccee.  
  
 

 PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 50/50-The winner of the April drawing is #9 at $220. 

Special pink envelopes are available at the two Church 
entrances or in your packet. The next drawing will be on 
Tues., May 28. This is a good way to suppor t the church. 

 LAST RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASS of the year will 
take place on Wednesday, May 15. The Closing Mass will be 
held on Sunday, May 19 at the 10:30AM Family Mass. 

 NEW CONFIRMATION DATE-The date of  our parish 
Confirmation has been changed to Sat., May 25 at 2PM. 

 SPANISH CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP meets 
every Monday from 7-9PM in the Church. They will have 
a Spanish Mass on Monday, May 6 at 7PM. 

 ENGLISH CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP  meets 
every Saturday from 1PM to 3PM, in the Green Building. 

 ENGLISH BIBLE STUDY CLASS-Our Bible Study meets 
every Tuesday, at 1PM or 7:30PM and on Sundays, at 
11:30AM in the Green Building. Today, we will study the 
Prophet Ezechiel, a priest who preached in Babylon. 

 YOUTH GROUP every Friday from 7-8:30PM in the gym. 

 NEXT BAPTISM PREP CLASSES will be held at 7PM 
on Thursday, May 16 in English and May 23 in Spanish. 
Prior arrangements must be made at the Rectory to take 
the Baptismal Class. Anyone wishing to have a child 
baptized must fill out a registration form to take a 1-hr. 
Baptismal Preparation Class. Registration for the Baptismal 
class will take place in the rectory only on Tuesdays from      
1-4PM and on Thursdays from 1-8PM. Br ing a copy of 
the child’s birth certificate as well as either a letter of 
suitability for the godparents from their local pastor, or a 
copy of the godparent’s Confirmation Certificate, or if a 
godparent is married, bring a copy of their Catholic Marriage 

Certificate. These must all be brought to the Baptism Prep 
class. 

 CAR RAFFLE COMMITTEE MEMBERS NEEDED-
Call the rectory if you would like to be a member of this 
exciting new committee which will meet soon. 

 NEW FINANCE COUNCIL MEMBERS NEEDED-       
If you have a business degree or work in a finance-related 
field, we invite you to become a member of the Parish 
Finance Council.  St. Helena is growing, and we have many 
projects planned that will require the financial expertise of 
several knowledgeable parishioners.  If you are interested in 
helping, please call the rectory and leave your name and 
contact info. 

 CARNIVAL NEWS-We will have an important Carnival 
Committee meeting on Thursday, May 16 at 7PM in the 
cafeteria. The Annual Parish Carnival will take place from 
June 12-16. We are looking for  donations of cans of soda 
and 16-oz bottles of water as well as cash donations. There is 
a special box at the back of the church for your donations. 
We are also looking for people who would like to donate 
time to volunteer to work at the Carnival during any of the 
five days.  If you are interested, call our volunteer 
coordinator Galo at 646-373-0660.  We have three more 
Carnival meetings:  May 16, May 30, and June 6 at 7PM 
in the cafeteria.  Everyone is welcome to attend.  

 EAGLE SCOUT CANDIDATE SEEKING USED 
CRAYONS-St. Helena Boy Scout Troop 65 scout Carlos 
Medina is seeking used crayons as part of his Eagle Scout 
Project to collect and recycle crayons for distribution to 
children in area children's hospitals. All used crayons can be 
brought to St. Helena’s Rectory or placed in the special box 
in the back of the church.  

 DO YOU HAVE A USED CUB SCOUT OR BOY 
SCOUT UNIFORM or other Boy Scout items or 
equipment?-There are scouts who cannot afford new 
uniforms or equipment. Please consider donating to our St. 
Helena scouting program. You can bring items to the rectory 
or to our Wednesday scout meeting in the cafeteria. 

 BABY BOTTLE DRIVE-Please support Expectant Mother 
Care by taking home a baby bottle to your family on Mothers' 
Day. By Fathers' Day, you may return the bottle filled with 
donations for EMC. Expectant Mother Care empowers girls 
and women in the NYC area to courageously choose 
motherhood, and by helping support her and her unborn 
child, we honor the sanctity of every human life. At their 
offices in Queens, Brooklyn and the Bronx, they offer 
pregnancy testing and sonograms so that the mother can 
confirm her pregnancy and see her child with her own eyes. 
They offer counseling so she can become educated in the 
reality of abortion, and provide her help with adoption 
should she choose this avenue for life. They are the only 
fully nurse staffed center in the area with licensed RNs and 
LPNs. They are also the only pregnancy center in the NYC 
area that offers sexually transmitted infection testing and 
abortion pill reversal. To donate directly, please visit: 
emcfrontline.org. Please make out your checks to Expectant 
Mother Care. If you would rather mail your checks, the mailing 
address is 344 East 49th St. Bronx. NY 10451. Please call    
212-213-4690 for more info. Your generosity saves lives. 
Thank you for your support.   

 

WEEKLY OFFERING ENVELOPES  

Sunday, May 5                         $5,581.52 
Our new weekly budget, (Nuestro presupuesto semanal es) $5,192.31. 
Thank you all for your generosity and support and for all that you do.  
Gracias a todos por su generosidad y por todo lo que hacen por esta 
Iglesia de St. Helena. Nosotros estamos haciendo reparaciones en la 

escuela y la iglesia; por favor, considere aumentar su oferta para ayudar 
y apoya estas mejoras.   

http://www.cardinalsappeal.org
http://emcfrontline.org/


 WHOLE FOODS, PLANT-BASED HEALTH FAIR on 
Saturday, May 18 from 10AM - 3PM in the gymnasium. 
Keynote speaker at 11AM is Dr. Noa Tal, MD who will 
speak on plant-based living for families and children. Vendors 
and free food samples. Come and see what this new approach 
to taking control of your health and lowering or eliminating 
diabetes and cancer is all about. Everyone is welcome.  

 SPECIAL WEDDING CELEBRATIONS-Are you 

celebrating a special wedding anniversary, such as the 20th, 

25th, 30th, 35th, 40th, etc.  St. Helena will recognize all 
couples celebrating these milestone anniversaries at a special 
Mass on Sunday, June 2 in English at the 10:30AM Family 

Mass and in Spanish at the NOON Mass.  We will give a 
special certificate, but we need to know which anniversary 

you are celebrating, so call the rectory at  718-892-3233 and 
give us your name and the date you were married. 

 DAY TRIP TO ROSA MYSTICA HOUSE OF PRAYER 
in Edmeston, NY on Saturday, July 13.  Bus cost is $40.  

 ST. HELENA PILGRIMAGE TO THE BASILICA OF 
OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE AND PUEBLA from 
July 13-18.  The cost is $1,590 for a single room. For more 
info, call Ricardo Avalos at 646-500-4719. 

 FREE  RESOURCES ON FORMED-Not on FORMED? 
Go to churchofsthelena.formed.org.  Today is Mother’s Day 
and we also remember Mary, Our Lady of Fatima; and our 
Mother. Study: The Bible & the Virgin Mary or Divine 
Mercy, Episode 6: Fatima. Watch: Finding Fatima or The 
13th Day. Also Listen to: Real Womanhood, Marriage & 
Family, Feminine Genius, Fatima for Today, Our Lady of 
Fatima & the Fall of Communism, Fatima: Living the 
Message, or Mary: Handmaid of the Lord.  

 SHOP AMAZONSMILE AND DONATE TO ST. HELENA 
Many of you are already using Amazon Smile.  This is a 
great opportunity to donate to St. Helena by doing your 
regular shopping.  Just shop at smile.amazon.com/ch/13-
1740343 and AmazonSmile will donate to St. Helena's.  

 DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO IS SICK OR 
HOMEBOUND?-Does someone you know need to be 
visited or are in need of Holy Communion or the Sacrament 
of the Annointing of the Sick?  Please call the rectory at    
718-892-3232 and let us know.  

 AA BIG BOOK STUDY meets every Sat., 7-8:30PM in the 
green building. New members are always welcome. 

 CO-DEPENDENTS ANNONYMOUS (CODA) meets every 
Monday from 7-8:30PM in the rectory meeting room. 

 
 

            COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 POPE ISSUES NEW RULES FOR HANDLING SEX-

ABUSE COMPLAINTS-Pope Francis has issued new 
canonical rules for the handling of sex-abuse complaints. In 
a motu proprio made public on May 9, the Pope set out 
guidelines that require all Catholic dioceses throughout the 
world to establish systems for the reporting of sex-abuse 
complaints. The Archdiocese of New York has had these 
reporting procedure rules in place for several years.  

 SISTERS OF ST. DOMINIC OF AMITYVILLE 
CELEBRATE ANNUAL LUNCHEON-Friday, June 28 
from 11AM-3PM at Crest Hollow Country Club, Woodbury, 
NY. Tickets-$80-Guests will enjoy auctions and raffles.  

 SERRA CLUB LUNCHEON-Fr. Stephen Ries from        
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in Shrub Oak will speak on 
The Cross Still Stands:  Notre-Dame, Sri Lanka, and the 
Promise of Hope at the monthly Serra Club Luncheon on 
Wednesday, May 22 at NOON at Eastwood manor , 3371 
Eastchester Rd.  The cost of the luncheon is $30.  

 CATHOLIC PILGRIMAGE TO POLAND-In the 
footsteps of Sts. Faustina and John Paul II with Holy Mass 
daily. Visiting Warsaw, Krakow, Czestochowa, Auschwitz 
and more. Breakfast and Dinner daily. October 1-9. $3499 
per person with air from JFK. For more info, please call 
Cathie or Michael Milano at 800-773-2660. 

 FREE ONLINE SCREENING-Over the course of Catholic 
history, there have live people who were so influential, so 
pioneering, that it’s hard to imagine what the Church would 
look like without them. The 2016 film Catholicism: The 
Pivotal Players traces the steps and explore the lives of some 
of these remarkable historical figures. There will be a free 
online screening of this film from May 10-15 a t  
PivotalPlayers.com/free -screening.  

 A BRONX TALE, THE MUSICAL will be presented 
May 12 at 2PM at Archbishop Stepinac HS. Tickets are 
$22 for adults and $18 for students and seniors.  For more 
info, call 914-946-4800 X 200. 

 BRONX CONCERT SINGERS 38TH ANNUAL 
SPRING CONCERT, featuring Robert Ray’s Gospel 
Mass Sunday, May 19 at 4:30PM at St. Paul's Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, 1891 McGraw Avenue. Gen. Admission is 
$20 for adults; 2 for $35; seniors $15; children through high 
school is $5. Call 917-743-4641.  Flyers are in the vestibule. 

 FOOD WASTE STUDENT COMPETITION-Food waste 
is a problem everyone can tackle, including our nation’s 
youth. As part of Winning on Reducing Food Waste Month, 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), is launching 
Ace the Waste! A student competition for food waste 
reduction ideas. This first-ever competition calls on students 
to come up with creative solutions to reduce food loss and 
waste in the United States. Students age 11 to 18 are 
encouraged to submit proposals on reducing food loss and 
waste anywhere along the supply chain, from the farm to the 
dinner table and beyond.  One winner will be selected from 
each of two categories – ages 11-14 and ages 15-18. The 
winner of the challenge will be honored with recognition on 
USDA’s social media accounts and website, receive a 
certificate of appreciation, and will have the opportunity to 
discuss their proposals with USDA leadership. The deadline 
for proposals is 5 p.m. EDT, Friday, May 24, 2019. Submit 
your ideas to the www.usda.gov Ace the Waste! competition. 

 HEALING AFTER ABORTION-Do you know someone 
who is carrying the grief of a past abortion? There is help 
and hope available, and the pain and sorrow of abortion does 
not need to endure for a lifetime. A “Day of Prayer and 
Healing” offers the opportunity to experience the love and 
mercy of God and to heal the wound of abortion.  For dates, 
location, and confidential registration, or to talk to a Sister, 
please call (866)-575-0075 (toll free) or  email: 
hopeandhealing@sistersoflife.org.   

 CATHOLIC PILGRIMAGE TO ITALY, JUNE 2-14: 
daily Mass, visiting Venice, Florence, Bologna, Siena, 
Assisi, and Rome;  breakfast and dinner included, $3,899 per 
person with air from JFK.  For more info, call 800-773-2660. 

 FORDHAM PREPARATORY SCHOOL HIGHER 
ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM for  r ising 8th grade boys 
will take place June 24-July 24 at Fordham Prep. The 
boys will take classes in critical thinking, math, and writing 
in the morning and will participate in athletic events in the 
afternoon. For an application, visit fordhamprep.org/HAP or 
call 718-367-7500 X263 

 THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS is the largest Catholic 
men's fraternal organization in the world.  Membership in the 
Knights is NOW available to most Catholic Men through our 
NEW Online Membership.  If you are a Catholic Man at 
least 18 years of age and would like to have access to the 

http://www.usda.gov
mailto:hopeandhealing@sistersoflife.org


Membership Benefits available to you and your family, go to 
kinghts.net or  KofC.org/JoinUs to become an Online 
Member.  If you have questions, call 914-420-6836 or 
Email:  william.schneider@kofc.org.  

 
     

      LA SEMILLA DE LA SEMANA 
 La paz y armonía original de la creación se vió 
perturbada por el pecado original. A partir de allí el ser humano 
se ha visto sometido a una permanente batalla entre el bien y el 
mal, entre la luz y la oscuridad, entre la verdad y la mentira. La 
batalla se hace más intensa en la medida que la luz de Dios 
intenta llegar al corazón y la mente del mundo. Muchas veces los 
ataques vienen de dentro del ser humano, porque el pecado nos 
hace sentir un gusto, una atracción especial a sus seducciones. 
Otras veces los ataques vienen desde afuera, desde el mundo que 
nos rodea y que vela por sus propios intereses, que en un buen 
porcentaje van en contravía de la mirada Dios. Esto es lo que 
genera continuas luchas, pero estas luchas se manifiestan en 
maneras diferentes.  
 

 Cuando la luz de Dios se quiere hacer presente (siempre 
lo desea) lo hace trayendo lo que es propio de Dios: su bondad, 
su misericordia, su perdón, la entrega por amor, la reconciliación 
y todo aquello que implica unidad y paz. La respuesta a esta 
propuesta de vida es a menudo de rechazo o de indiferencia y no 
pocas veces ese rechazo está manchado de violencia o inclusive 
de crímenes. Cuando miramos la historia de la Palabra de Dios 
que viene traer su luz al mundo, vemos que este patrón se repite 
constantemente. Lo podemos confirmar con la experiencia vivida 
por los profetas en el Antiguo Testamento. También lo sabemos 
por la experiencia vivida por el mismo Hijo de Dios, rechazado 
por las autoridades que, ante la autoridad del amor, recurren al 
crimen como recurso último.  
 

 También el libro de los Hechos de los Apóstoles nos 
habla sobre la experiencia de los primeros discípulos del Señor. 
Hemos leído cómo Pedro y los otros apóstoles, cuando llenos del 
Espíritu de Dios comienzan a predicar el nombre de Jesús, 
experimentan el rechazo y el martirio. Tenemos allí los ejemplos 
de Esteban y Felipe que dieron sus vidas por el reino de Dios, al 
estilo del Maestro. Pero los mártires no corresponden solamente a 
los primeros tiempos de la historia. Podemos mencionar también 
a una mujer llamada Edith Stein. Ella fue una judía de nacimiento 
que fue profesora de universidad y reconocida filósofa. Ingresó a 
las Carmelitas Descalzas y murió víctima de los nazis en 
Aushwitz.  
 

 La Orden de los Padres Escolapios tampoco ha estado 
exenta de la violencia de aquellos que odian la luz de Dios y su 
Iglesia. Durante la guerra civil española, en el período entre 1936 
y 1939 perdimos 204 religiosos víctimas de la violencia contra 
todo lo que tenga sabor de Dios. En esa época en España fue 
asesinado el 88% del clero. De esa misma manera podemos 
mencionar cientos y miles de casos en los que el creyente se ha 
visto obligado a escoger entre vivir y morir, entre dar la vida por 
Cristo que ya la dio por nosotros, o negar a Cristo y perder el don 
de la vida eterna que Él ofrece al creyente. De hecho, hoy día la 
religión más perseguida en todo el mundo es el cristianismo.  
 

 La palabra mártir significa “testigo”. Se refiere a la 
persona que muere o sufre por defender su religión o sus ideales. 
Ahora bien, quiénes son llamados a ser testigos, a dar testimonio 
de su fe? Pues nosotros, los creyentes. Quizás no tengamos que 
sufrir torturas o ser asesinados por nuestra fe -aunque con la 
locura del mundo de hoy nunca se sabe- pero sabemos que en 
términos genérales vivimos en un mundo hostil al mensaje 
cristiano. La consecuencia de esa hostilidad puede ser el miedo a 
la burla o al rechazo y, como consecuencia, a la negación de la 
fe. No, la persona que practica la fe Cristiana es consciente de 
que esa fe le llama a seguir el camino del Evangelio y no el 
camino del mundo. Eso genera si duda el conflicto, pero nosotros 

no podemos resolver los conflictos con violencia, sino con el 
testimonio de una vida de seguimiento a Aquel que es el Camino, 
la Verdad y la Vida.  
 

 La Iglesia conoce de primera mano lo que significa ser 
perseguida. Desde los primeros discípulos del Señor está ha sido 
una realidad constante en su historia. En esa persecución ha 
habido golpes duros que la han colocado al borde del abismo; sin 
embargo, son esos golpes han hecho que la Iglesia sea más 
misionera. Son esos golpes los que, movidos por el Espíritu, han 
motivado a los creyentes a llevar el mensaje de Jesús hasta los 
confines del mundo.  
 

 Por lo tanto, no hay que asustarse demasiado ante los 
ataques de los cuales es objeto la Iglesia. Debemos estar firmes 
en la promesa de Jesucristo de que los ataques a ella jamás la 
destruirán, no importa si los ataques son de afuera o de adentro. 
Cuando se cierran unas puertas el Señor ha abierto otras. Por 
ejemplo, con las invasiones de los pueblo bárbaros, o con el 
hundimiento del imperio romano, o con la pérdida de los Estados 
Pontificios el siglo pasado, siempre se han abierto otras puertas 
por donde la Iglesia continúa fiel a su misión: llevar el Evangelio 
hasta los confines del mundo hasta que el Señor regrese.  
 

 Lo importante es respondernos, tengo una fe radical en 
Jesucristo? Tengo pasión por anunciar su mensaje a quienes no lo 
conocen? Si de verdad tenemos fe y una convicción que 
comunicar, lo haremos y el Señor no permitirá que seamos 
derrotados. Si la fe y la convicción son frágiles, frágil será 
nuestro testimonio.  
 

 Y de dónde adquirimos la fortaleza y la sabiduría para 
confrontar el reto del mundo sin violencia sino con amor? Sólo 
encuentro una respuesta válida para el creyente, tomar en serio 
las palabras de Jesús: Quien come mi carne y bebe mi sangre, 
permanece en mi y yo en él. Es su presencia en nosotros la que 
nos guía en medio de la tormenta. Y Él sabe como calmar la 
tempestad. Bendiciones.                                                  Fr. Nelson 
 
 

 
 

ANUNCIOS EN ESPAÑOL 
FORMACION ESPIRITUAL CONTINUA 

 “LA SEMILLA DEL DIA”: Deseas recibir cada día la 
reflexión sobre la Palabra de Dios por el P. Nelson? 
Inscríbete al grupo de WhatsApp “La Semilla del Día”. 
Sólo tienes que enviar un e-mail a: jnelsonh55@yahoo.com, 
o dejar tu nombre y número de teléfono en la rectoría, o 
puedes llamar a la rectoría (718-892-3233) y dejar tu 
información, diciendo que quieres ser parte de “La Semilla 
del Día”. Conocer la Palabra de Dios es conocer a Dios. 

 “LA SEMILLA DE LA SEMANA”: El P. Nelson te invita 
a leer cada semana su artículo “La semilla de la semana” en 
el boletín de la parroquia. Encontrarás allí la reflexión sobre 
algún punto importante de la Palabra de Dios durante la 
semana.  

Please Pray for the Sick of Our Parish 
 

Joanne Frances Bernadette Sanabria, Carmelle and Nicole Antoine,         
Indrowdi Sadu, Rosa Pena, Luzvina Vega, Augustine Ayala, Joyce Hoyt,                   

Leena Shaji, Florence Churchill, Heyllie Cardona, Genil Alcantara,  
Maria Barro, Erica Vargas, Vayron Orellana, Teresa Orellana, Khether Raby, 

Caroline Caper, Chaya Jonathan, Leah Rodriguez, Alen George,  
Phillip Williams, Bertha Mero, Marie Lopez, Jose Vargas, Pat Callahan, 

Sabina Acosta, Isham, Ruben Mercado, Margarita Torres, Thomas Darrigo,  
Ralphie Lugo, Ofelia Torres, Lydia Sffreda, Roseanne and Joseph Pane,                  
Rosa Maria Santos, Mary Brennan, David Sheehan, Jr., Mary Charlotte, 

Jenny Mauro, Ana Espinosa, Stella Caballero, Montseratte Rivera,     
Pylar Pagan, Peggy Ward, Myrna Perez, Gina Fay, Maria Teresa Roque, 

Nicole Cancel, James Leung, Gabrielle Tingue, Millie Morales,           
Josefina Gonzalez  and Maritza Gonzalez, Evelyn Ponavillo 

 

Please Pray for the Deceased and their Grieving Families: 
Nelson Tirado, Susan Voge, Gerard Ritzinger, Charles Eichenberg,      

Marisol Rivera, Alguimides Albelo, Tommy Galirzo, Ernesto Ramos, 
Ramona Valdes, Angelina Diaz, Brigid Sullivan, Lydia Martinez,         

Miguel Vega Sr., Luis Madera, Veronica A. Lawlor, Raymond Jiggetts 

mailto:jnelsonh55@yahoo.com


   

  Mass Intentions 
SUNDAY, May 12, 2019-Fourth Sunday of Easter 
   7:30 Constance, Mildred, Mabel and Catherine Warneke 
 9:00 Mother’s Day Novena 
 10:30 Lydia Camacho 
 12:00 Virgen de La Nube-Congregacioñ Catolica Deleg 
  Altagracia, Carmen, Manuel and Jose Capellan; 
  Maria Ocasio, Norma Acosta & Josephine Acevedo;   
Mother’s Isabel Garcia;    Reina Amador;   Honorina Ramirez;                     
Day   Maria Mayancela-Feliz dia Madre y Salud;  
  Maria Saez-1st Anniv.;     Ramona Salgado;    
  Lidia Tello Oelgado & Leonidas Estela Mestanza; 
  Luz Maria Pinargote, Luisa and Ramona Mendoza and 
  Edilberto Olgin;   
  Lastenia Mendez;   Maria Mercedes Sandova 
 1:30 Genevieve Cerbone 
 5:00  Angelica Javier 
 

MONDAY, May 13, 2019-Our Lady of Fatima 
  6:50     Mother’s Day Novena 
 8:30 Xavier Francis, Meera Job, Staven and Jair Joseph- 
  Intentions for Immigration Status 
 12:15 Sr. Kathleen Murphy 
TUESDAY, May 14, 2019–St. Matthias 
 6:50 Mother’s Day Novena 
 8:30   In Thanksgiving for Favors 
  12:15  Terence Lorino-FDNY 
WEDNESDAY, May 15, 2019–St. Isadore 
 6:50 Mother’s Day Novena 
 8:30  Aiden Parigen 
 12:15 Ofelia and Carmelo Torres, Sr. 
 7:00 Esmeralda Reyes and Juan Carlos Ospina; 
  Ramona Salgado-En Paz Descance   
THURSDAY, May 16, 2019-St. Brendan 
 6:50 Mother’s Day Novena 
 8:30 Joanne Savino’s Intentions 
 12:15 Tom Kelly  
FRIDAY, May 17, 2019-St. Paschal Baylon 
 6:50 Mother’s Day Novena 
 8:30 Intention for the Protection and Success of Pascal M. 
 12:15 Chantel Fernandes-Health Intention; 
  Divine Assistance and Protection-Therese Diallo 
SATURDAY, May 18, 2019-Pope St. John I     Armed Forces 
 6:50 Mother’s Day Novena                                Day 
 8:30 In Thanksgiving for Favors 
 12:15 Teddy Tirado-Deceased Birthday;   
  Thanksgiving Mass for Floretino & Dairocas Family;   
  Ramona Valdez;    Israel Feliciano 
 5:30 Leticia Cepeda;        Herberto Torres, Jr. 
SUNDAY, May 19, 2019-Fifth Sunday of Easter   
 7:30 Mother’s Day Novena 
 9:00 Lucy and Joseph Hilowsky 
 10:30 In Honor of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
 12:00 Domtila Rodriguez-Birthday Wishes Intentions; 
  Luis Pons, Adalgisa Martinez and Mercedes Rosa; 
  Ramona Salgado-Descance en Paz  
 1:30 Patsy Roche 
  Magdalene Xavier 
 5:00  John Sweeney 
 

Readings for the Week of May 12, 2019 
Sunday: Acts 13:14, 43-52/Ps 100:1-2, 3, 5 [3c]/Rv 7:9, 14b-17/Jn 
10:27-30; Monday: Acts 11:1-18/Ps 42:2-3, 43:3, 4 [cf. 3a]/Jn 10:1-10; 
Tuesday: Acts 1:15-17, 20-26/Ps 113:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 [8]/Jn 15:9-17; 
Wednesday: Acts 12:24--13:5a/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6 and 8 [4]/Jn 12:44-50; 
Thursday: Acts 13:13-25/Ps 89:2-3, 21-22, 25 and 27 [2]/Jn 13:16-20; 
Friday: Acts 13:26-33/Ps 2:6-7, 8-9, 10-11ab [7bc]/Jn 14:1-6; Saturday: 
Acts 13:44-52/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [3cd]/Jn 14:7-14; Next Sunday: 
Acts 14:21-27/Ps 145:8-9, 10-11, 12-13 [cf. 1]/Rv 21:1-5a/Jn 13:31-33a, 
34-35  

SANTA HELENA  
“TU LUGAR DE ENCUENTRO” 

 
 

Mayo 12 D Misa Virgen de la Nube, 12 pm.  
Mayo 15 Mi Última clase de CCD. Trae tus hijos para celebrar  
       la vida que Jesús nos da.  
Mayo 18 S  Congreso de Parejas. Sanando y For taleciendo el   
      Matrimonio y la Familia.  
Mayo 19 D Comité Guadalupano invita al retiro el 19 de mayo. 
      Informes Emilia: 347-883-5822 
Mayo 23 Ju   Clase de Bautismo. 7 pm en la Iglesia. Traer  los    
    documentos requeridos. Traer el Certificado de    
    Nacimiento del niño/a. Si los padrinos son casados    
    deben traer el Certificado de Matrimonio de la Iglesia.   
    Si el padrino o madrina son solteros deben traer su   
    Certificado de confirmación.  
 

Mayo 25 S  ATENCION: Nueva fecha de Confirmación. 2 pm.   
      Obispo auxiliar Peter Byrne.  
 

Julio 13-18  Peregrinaje a México y Puebla. Quedan pocos   
       puestos. Anímate a hacer este peregrinaje con el P.   
       Nelson. Informes, Ricardo Avalos, 646-500-4719. 

INFORMACION Y EVENTOS 
Ordenación del Diácono Ricardo: El próximo 17 de mayo a las 
6.30 pm. El Obispo Emérito de P.R . Félix Lázaro, Escolapio, 
presidirá la Eucaristía y ordenará como sacerdote al Diácono 
Ricardo. Todos están cordialmente invitados.  
Peregrinaje a Ciudad de México y Puebla: Julio 13 a Julio 18.  
Información: Ricardo Avalos 646-500-4719, El P. Nelson se ha 
visto obligado a cancelar su participación en este primer 
peregrinaje de nuestra Iglesia porque se someterá a operación de 
la rodilla el 6 de junio. Sin embargo, tenemos otro  sacerdote 
que hará el peregrinaje. No dejen su plan de lado, el Señor 
siempre sabe traer sus bendiciones.  
Sala de artículos religiosos. Está abier ta los domingos de 8 am a 
1.30 pm. Han llegado nuevos artículos. 

ACTIVIDADES EN ESPAÑOL 
 
 

LUNES       7 - 9 pm         Grupo Carismático de Oración.  
               Misa cada primer lunes 
MARTES   7.15-9.15pm  ENCUENTRO CON CRISTO- cafeteria 
MIERC.     10 am             Grupo Santa Madre Teresa de  
               Calcuta: Visita a pacientes de Rebeka 
               Misa en Rebeka: segundos lunes de mes 
     a las 10.30am 
       7 - 9 pm        Coronilla de la Divina Misericordia,  
               Adoración, Eucaristía 
VIERNES   7 - 8 pm        Legión de María. Rosario y reunión. 
       7 - 8.30 pm  Grupo Juvenil. Edades 12-18. 7-8.30pm  
       7.30 - 9 pm  JECAFA. J esús, Calasanz y la Familia. 
              Grupo de reflexión. Segundos  y cuartos 
               viernes. Edificio verde. 
SABADO    9.30 am        Grupo Derrumbando Muros y Creando 
              Comunidad. Desayuno y planeación de     
               trabajo. Cafetería.  


